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Abernethy,  anecdote  of,  191. — Illness  of, 
207 

Aboriginal  skeletons  in  Salem,  511 

Abortion,  blisters  in,  357,  331 

Abortion,  cases  of,  39 

Abscess,  lumbar,  602 

Absorbents  of  sailors,  540 

Acetate  of  lead  in  large  doses,  299 

Acid  sulphuric,  in  psoriasis,  123 

Acid  sulphuric  for  disfiguring  the  face,  339 

Acid  sul])liuric,  two  ounces  swallowed,  271 

Acupuncturation,  502 

Adams,  Dr.  Z.  B.    Case  of  fatal  corn,  241 

Age  of  parents,  its  influence  on  the  ses  of 

offspring,  654 
Ague,  leaping,  case  of,  2o0 
Allen.  President.  Biography  of  Dr.  Smith, 

312 
Aloes,  458 

Alum,  insufflation  of  in  angina,  394 
Amaurosis,  653 

Amaurosis  cured  by  leeches,  494 
Ammonia,  carbonate  of,  how  prepared,  566 
Ammonia  in  cutaneous  diseases,  476 
Amputation  at  hip  joint,  270 
Amputation  by  one  incision,  270 
Amputation  of  jaw,  218 
Amputation  of  the  foot,  142 
Amputation  of  the  hand,  185 
Amputation  of  the  thigh,  67 
Anatomical  preparations,  223,  319 
Anatomico-surgical  drawings,  413 
Aneurism,  carotid,  87 
Aneurism,  carotid,  cured,  239 
Aneurism,  carotid,  operation  for,  371 
Aneurism,  cure  of,  300,  335 
Aneurism,  diagnosis  of,  619 
Aneurism,  fatal  abdominal,  303 
Aneurism  mistaken  for  tumor,  335 
Aneurism,  new  operation  for,  583,  779 
Aneurism  spontaneously  relieved,  761 
Angina  pectoris,  749 
Animal  economy,  conversations  on,  397 
Animal  matter.  Dr.  Warren  on,  1,  17,  33 
Animation,  suspended,  703 
Anomalous  vertebral  artery,  479 
Antimony,  tartarised,  in  disease,  244 
Anus,  imperforate,  45" 
Aorta,  ligature  of,  552 
Aphthae  cured  by  lunar  caustic,  354 
Apoplexy  of  the  eye,  712 
Armstrong  Dr.,  death  of,  831 
Arsenic,  its  remedial  value,  377 
Artery,  brachial,  wound  of,  575 
Articulation  without  a  larynx,  310 
Artificial  limbs,  334 
Ascites,  pressure  in,  173 
Asphyxia  from  falling  into  a  privy,  401 
Asphyxia  in  infants,  186,  601 
Asthma  produced  by  emphysema,  410 

Balsam  copaiba  pills,  431 
Barbadoes  for  consumptives,  172 


Bard,  Dr.  D.  II.    Case  of  polypus,  433 

Bell  on  nervous  system,  70,  85 

Belladonna  in  scarlatina,  545 

Birds,  respiration  of,  541 

Blistering  infants,  493 

Blisters  in  measles,  173 

Blood,  is  it  a  living  fluid,  219 

Blood,  coagulation  of,  772 

Blundell  on  diseases  of  children,  24,  55 

Boivin,  Madame,  on  abortion,  193 

Bone  in  trachea  48  days.  821 

Boties,  analogies  in  the  formation  of,  310 

Borax  in  cutaneous  diseases,  319 

Boston,  mortality  of,  794,  and  weekly 

Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improvement, 
paper  read  before,  821 

Boston,  state  of  health  of,  95, 127 

Brain,  defect  of,  by  Dr.  Storer,  821 

Brain,  disease  of,  417 

Bread,  composition  of,  623 

Bread,  sulphate  of  copper  in,  495 

Brewster,  Dr.  VV.  A.   Cases  of  abortion,  39 

Brown,  Dr.  J.  B.  Case  of  diseased  kid- 
ney, 155. — Cases  of  gangrenous  ero- 
sion of  the  face,  679 

Bulimia,  with  dissection,  541 

Burke,  trial  of  for  murder,  102,  118,  135.— 
Confessions  of,  164. — Phrenological 
development  of,  542 

Burns,  812 

Burns,  clilorurets  in,  12 

Burns,  Dr.  Ward's  book  on,  749 

Burns,  flour  in,  262 

Cassarean  section,  43,  246 
Calculus,  lachrymal,  287,  718 
Calomel  contraindicated,  249 
Camphor  in  puerperal  mania,  414 
Camphor,  solution  of,  638 
Cancer  cured,  744 
Cancer  of  male  breast,  302 
Cancer  of  the  stomach,  630 
Cancer  of  tongue — operation,  157 
Cancer,  ulcerated,  cured,  695 
Cancer  uteri,  602 
Cancer  uteri  cured,  687 
Cancer  uteri,  extraction  of,  289 
Caoutchouc,  782 
Carotid,  ligature  of,  467 
Cataract,  extraction  of,  718 
Cataract,  remarkable  case  of,  687 
Cataract,  singular  case  of,  479 
Cataract,  spontaneous  cure  of,  291 
Cataracts  alternating  with  diabetes,  753 
Catarrhal  cough,  750 
Catarrh  as  vesictE,  505 
Cat  helicon.  Potter's,  357 
Chabert,  resisting  poison,  468. — The  fire 
king,  625 

Channing,  Dr.  W.    Collections  in  morbid 

anatomy,  49 
Cheese,  poisoning  by,  173 
Chilblains  cured  by  iodine,  190 
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Child  with  two  heads,  431 
Children,  affection  in,  resembling  hydro- 
cephalus, 44 
Children,  diseases  of,  by  Dr.  Blundell,  24, 

55 

Children,  united,  667 

Chimney-sweepers  exempt  from  ophthal- 

tion,  270 
Chinese  foot,  dissection  of,  330 
Chirayita  bark  fashionable,  ]74,  4G2,  5p0 
Chirayita  in  asthma,  494 
Chlorides,  603,  777 
Chloruretsjn  burns,  32 
Chorea,  with  dissection,  505 
Cinchona,  new  alkali  in,  771 
Circulation,  action  of  arteries"  in,  472 
Circulation,  motive  powers  of,  487 
Cities,  health  of,  508 
Climate,  amelioration  of,  682 
Close  reasoning,  415 
Coal,  bituminous,  783 
CofRn,  Dr.  J.  G.,  mortal  disease  of,  470 
Colchicum,  action  of  on  urine,  308 
Cold  on  new-born  infants,  478 
Colica  pictonum,  297,  345,  619 
Colica  pictonum  cured  by  alum,  223 
Color  of  the  sea,  575 
Colors,  injurious,  forbidden,  190 
Combustion,  human,  588 
Comparative  anatomy,  prize  question,  142 
Conceptions,  447 
Constipation,  72G 

Constipation,  mechanical  remedies,  454 
Constipation,  quicksilver  in,  527 
Consumption,  617,  750 
Consumption, — climate  of  St.  Augustine, 
792 

Consumption,  iodine  and  morphine  in,  404 
Consumption,  quinine  and  digitalis  in,  414 
Consumption  in  animals,  796 
Consumption  in  Boston,  794 
Conversations  on  animal  economy,  397 
Cooper,  Bransby,  tribute  of  respect  to,  300 
Cooper,  Sir  Astley  biograpliy  of,  257 
Corn,  fatal,  241 
Cornea,  ulcers  on,  472 
Cramp  of  the  stomach,  438 
Croup,  Dr.  Thompson's  case  of,  121 
Croup  folio vv'ed  by  convulsions,  &c.  838 
Crusta  lactea,  636 
Crystalline  lens,  absorption  of,  228 
Cutaneous  diseases,  701 
Cutaneous  diseases,  borax  in,  319 
Cuticle,  exfoliation  of,  233 

Davy,  Sir  IT.,  death  of,  415 
Deaf  and  dumb,  511 
Deatiis  in  Boston,  weekly 
De  Camp,  Dr.  S.  G.    Account  of  connect- 
ed sisters,  518 
Deformities  of  the  person,  330 
Delirium  tremens,  264,  567,  636 
Dengue,  233 

Dentistry,  statistics  of  in  France,  510 
Dentition  at  the  age  of  75,  fatal,  383 
Dentition  at  75,  Vv^ithont  inconvenience,  527 
Depletion,  effects  of,  727 


Diabetes,  283,  694 
Diamonds,  artificial,  495 
Diet  in  France  and  England,  550 
Digestion,  Dr.  Philip  on,  275 
Digestive  process,  409 
Discutient,  395 
Disease,  three  causes  of,  415 
Dislocation  of  femur,  58 
Dislocation  of  os  hyoides,  375 
Dispensaries,  a  new  plan  for,  266 
Dissection,  address  respecting,  719 
Dissection,  Boston  Traveller  on,  573 
Dissection,  laws  respecting,  92,  333,  474, 
500,  506 

Dissection.    Major  Cartwright's  will,  328 
Domestics,  sickness  of,  353 
Dragon  flies  innocuous,  142 
Drowning.    Resuscitation  by  oxygen  gas, 
385 

Dropsy,  637,  755 
Dropsy,  iodine  in,  431 
Dropsy  of  pericardium,  446 
Dysentery  terminating  in  gangrene,  10 
Dyspepsia,  527 
Dyspepsia,  inflammatory,  402 
Dyspepsia,  its  pathology,  30 
Dysphagia,  375 

Ear,  extraction  of  foreign  bodies  from,  303 

Ear,  new  inode  of  studying  its  anatom}',  223 

Eczema,  epidemic,  346 

Edema  of  the  glottis,  393 

Editor's  notice,  384 

Egyptian  surgery,  319 

Elephantiasis,  Lisfranc's  treatment  of,  493 

Emetine,  206 

Emphysema  producing  asthma,  410 
Empyema,  541 
Empyema  after  measles,  408 
Endermic  medication,  249,  359 
Endosmose  and  exosmose,  281 
Epidemic  in  Ohio,  584 
Epilepsy,  484,  590 

Epilepsy  of  fourteen  years'  duratio-n,  11 

Epilepsy  suspended,  649 

Ergot  in  parturition,  14,  216 

Ergot  in  uterine  discJiarges,  298 

Ergot,  Mantell  on,  29 

Ergot  of  maize,  814 

Ergot  of  rye,  uses  of,  828 

Erysipelas,  250,  255,  601 

Eruption,  anomalous,  history  of,  337 

Eruptive  epidemic,  493 

Examinations,  medical,  162 

Experiments  on  living  animals,  294 

Eye,  corpuscles  in,  278 — apoplexy  of,  712 

Eye  infirmary,  fifth  report  of,  780 

Eyelid,  artificial,  527 

Eyes,  artificial,  623 

Fall,  singular  effects  of,  345 

Fees  for  attendance  on  servants,  353 

Feigned  diseases,  335 

Fevers  not  produced  byanimal  matter,  1, 
17,  33 

Fever,  intermittent,  359,  635 

Fisher,  Dr.  J.  D.    Flatos  of  smallpox,  78 
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Fistula,  treatment  of,  603 

Fistula  of  parotid  duct  cured,  G89 

Five  children  at  a  birth,  492 

Flora  Belgica,  31 

Fffital  circulation,  395 

Foetal  life,  peculiarities,  of,  213 

Foetus,  rudiments  of  in  child's  testicle,  214 

Foetus  retained  in  utero,  638 

Foetus  with  fungus  hematodes,  725 

Foetus,  monstrous,  650 

Foundling  Hospital  at  Paris,  819 

Fracture,  compound  and  complicated,  390 

Fracture,  new  apparatus  for,  422 

Fracture  in  cancerous  persons,  691 

Fractures  of  limbs,  81,  255,  670 

Fulminating  powder,  new,  142 

Fungous  tumor  of  the-gums,  156 

Fungus  hematodes,  719,  725 — operation,  67 

Galen,  surgery  of,  504 
Gangrenous  erosion  of  face,  679,  758 
Gangrenous  sore  throat,  pepper  in,  561 
Gas,  nitrous  oxide,  in  chronic  diseases  of 

the  chest,  425 
Gastric  juice,  effects  of,  700 
Gastro-enteritis  in  infants,  222 
Gestation,  irregularity^of,  372, 600, 638, 827 
Gibralter,  fever  at,  175 
Gilbert,  Dr.  D.    Case  of  amputation,  185 
Glandular  swellings  reduced,  239 
Godman,  Dr.    Addresses,  382,  519. — On 

tight  lacing,  481,  497 
Gonorrhoea,  671 

Gonorrhoea  alternating  with  fever,  817 

Gonorrhoea  and  gleet,  new  rcuiedy  for,  239 

Good,  Dr.  J.  Mason,  biography  of,  233, 269. 
— Study  of  Medicine,  new  edition, 
239.— Prayer  of,  329 

Gorham,  Dr.  J.,  death  of,  107,  124.— Fu- 
neral of,  126.— Portrait  of,  191 

Grapes  in  dyspepsia,  317 

Growth,  extraordinary,  639 

Gunshot  wound,  715 

Gutta  serena  from  a  tumor,  418 

Halford,  Sir  H.,  on  insanity,  421 

Hand,  wound  of,  169 

Hartshorn  jelly,  preparation  of,  767 

Hatin's  Compend  of  Midwifery,  45 

Hay  asthma,  513,  533 

Headach  cured  bv  quinine,  159 

Heart,  wound  of,' 209 

Heart,  bone  found  in,  719 

Heat  and  phosphorus,  effects  on  the  human 

body, 529 
Hematemesis,  377 

Hemiplegia,  strychnine  in,  153,  583,  815 
Hemorrhage  checked  by  twisting  the  cut 

artery,  811  , 
Hemorrhage,  uterine,  tannin  in,  317 
Hef ni  ap  h  ro  d  ism , '  71 7 
Hernia,  new  species  of,  721 
Hernia,  opium  in,  623 
Hernia,  reduction  of,  273 
Hernia,  remarkable,  358 
Hernia,  simulated,  671 
Hernia,  sp.  tereb.  in,  426, 644 


Hernia,  strangulated,  287,  703' 

Higginson,  Dr.  J.  F.,  on  poison,  305 

Hinde,  Dr.,  bi(;grapiiy  of,  620 

Hippocrates,  oath  of,  328 

liomans.  Dr.  J.  Irregular  gestation,  372. 
— Account  of  the  post  mortem  dissec- 
tion of  Dr.  J.  G.  Coffin,  470 

Hooping  cough,  quinine  in,  548 

Hops,  substitute  for,  189 

Hospital  dressers,  447 

Hospital,  Massachusetts  General,  607 

Hospital  reports,  06,  81,  142,  156,  169,  289, 
321 .  390 

Howard',  Dr.  J.  C,  case  by,  398,  401 
Humerus,  dislocation  and  fracture  of,  702 
Hunter,  John,  biography  of,  641 
Hybrid,  curious,  319 
Hydrocephalus,  treatment  of,  666 
Hydrophobia,  232,  251,  376,  809  ^ 
Hydrbthorax,  new  treatment  of,  622 
Hyoides  os,  dislocation  of,  758 
Hypochondriasis,  2G3,  oUl,  332 

Ice,  artificial  preparation  of,  783 
Idiocy,  case  of,  41 
Ilium,  rupture  of,  by  Dr.  Otis,  7 
Impregnation,  double,  60 
Infidelity  of  physicians,  441 
Infidelity  of  medical  profession,  441 
Infirmary  reports  of  eye,  366,  780 
Infirmary  for  diseases  of  bowels,  334 
Inflammation,  diseases  resembling,  535 
Inflation  of  lungs,  danger  of,  189 
Ink,  permanent  black,  591 
Instrument  fur  extracting  bodies  from  mea- 
tus auditorius,  303 
Instrument  for  examining  the  fauces,  238 
Insanity  from  gastric  irritation,  801 
Insanity,  new  work  on,  799 
Insanity,  Shakspeare's  test  of,  421 
Insect  hatched  under  the  skin,  367 
Intemperance,  728 

Intemperance,  a  new  remedy  for,  783 
Intemperance,  suppression  of,  190 
Intermittent  character  of  diseases,  196 
Intermittent  fever,  bleeding  in  the  cold 

stage  of,  202 
Iodine,  crystallization  of,  575 
Iodine  in  dropsy.  431,  831 
Iodine  in  gout,  447 
Iodine  in  Hospital  St.  Louis,  607 
Iodine,  its  properties,  &c.  220,  254 
Iodine  ointment  in  enlarged  scrotum,  188 
Iodine,  preparation  of,  190 
Iodine  tincture  for  chilblains,  190 
Iodine  tincture  in  diseases  of  joints,  51,  69 
Iodine,  vapor  of,  in  consumption,  174 
Iodine  with  morphine,  359 
Iritis,  201 
Ischuria,  396 
Italy,  medicine  in,  413 

Jackson,  Dr.  C.  T.    Analysis  of  milk,  307 
Jerusalem,  physicians  in,  783 
Johnson,  Dr.  Samuel,  post  mortem  exami- 
nation of,  231 
Journal  of  Humanity,  351 


vi 


INDEX. 


Journal,  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical,  form 

of,  384 

Journal,  Professor  Silliman's,  572 
Journal  of  Philadelpiiia  College  of  Phar- 
macy, 573 
Jurisprudence,  medical,  5G7,  7]  8 

Kidney,  malposition  of,  3C0 
Kidney,  remarkable  disease  of,  155 
Knee,  inflammation  of,  21)3 — partial  dislo- 
cation of,  3C2 
Knee  joint,  cartilaginous  bodies  in,  G46' 
Knee,  cartilaginous  bodies  in,  318 
Knee  pan,  dislocation  of,  3(37 
Knee,  swelling  of,  06 
Knox,  Dr.,  and  the  resurrectionists,  236 

Labyrinth,  new  method  of  studying,  223 
Lachrymal  calculus,  287,  718 
Lacing,  hernia  from,  331 
Laryngotomy,  673 
Larynx^  needle  in,  211 
Larynx,  foreign  bodies  in,  301 
Latin  prescriptions,  430 
Laurel,  495 

Laurel  water  in  epilepsy,  500 
Law  and  medicine,  4^5 
Leaping  ague,  case  of,  2G0 
Lectures  on  nervous  system  by  Bell,  70,  85 
Lectures  in  Boston,  638 
Leech  bites,  arresting  hemorrhage  from, 
79,  447 

Leeches,  mortality  of  during  storms,- 575 

Leeches,  new  mode  of  applying,  765 

Leeches,  preservation  of,  141 

Legislature.    Bill  respecting  dissection,  S2 

Leontodon  taraxicum,  221 

Lewis,  Dr.  VV,    Ligature  of  carotid,  371 

Life,  infant,  tests  of,  712 

Ligatures,  metallic,  265 

Lithontripteur,  319 

Lithotomy,  551,  655 

Lithotrity  successfully  performed,  232 

Lithotrity,  history  of,  563,  719 

Liver,  abscess  in,  169 

Locke,  John,  a  physician,  419 

Lobelia,  anti-asthmatic  effects  of,  494 

London  University,  7.')9 

Lungs,  capacity  of,  471 

Lungs,  crepitation  of,  504 

Lusus  naturae,  431 

Luxation,  chronic,  reduction  of,  335 

Malaria,  359,  664 

JNlalaria,  Jones  on  nonexistence  of,  378 

Malignant  sore  throat,  399 

Malpraxis  in  niidwifery,  270- 

r.laryland,  University  of,  543 

Mass.  Med.  Communications,  553 

Maxilla,  superior,  excised,  526 

Measles,  618 

Measles,  blisters  in,  173 

Measles,  eruption  of,  on  one  side  only,  383 

Measles,  |)revention  of,  365 

Measure  of  liquids,  597 

JVIedical  ethics,  737 

Medical  examinations,  161 


Medical  Inquirer,  766 
Medical  manufactories,  508 
Medical  prosecutions,  442 
Medical  responsibility,  824 
Medical  Society  of  Connecticut,  271 
Medical  Society  of  Massachusetts,  271, 285 
Medical  Society  of  New  Hampshire,  287 
Medical    Society  of  New-York,  transac- 
tions of,. 61 
Medical  statistics,  699 
Medicine  no  n>ystery,  606 
Medicines,  their  operation  on  animals,  701 
Meloena,  455,  485 
Mem  bran  a  tym})ani,  767 
Memoria  Medica,  604 
Menorrhagia,  holyhock  in,  351 
Menstruation,  vicarious,  335 
Mesmerism,  411 ,  446,  584,  698 
Merriuum,  Dr.  R.  A.,  on  gangraonopsis,  758 
Metastasis  of  disease,  cases  illustrative  of, 
817 

Midwifery,  Compendium  of,  noticed,  45 

Milk,  adulteration  of,  825 

Milk,  how  to  suspend  its  secretion,  655 

Monsters,  living,  516,  650 

Morbid  anatomy,  collections  in,  49 

Morphine,  185 

Morphine,  efiects  on  healthy  body,  547 
JMorphine  in  tetanus  and  pertussis,  311 
Mortality  of  Boston,  794 
r.Iurders  in  Edinburgh,  l02,  118,  135 
Muriate  of  mercury  decomposed  by  vege- 
tables, 767 
Pvluscles,  power  of  will  ever,  351 

P-Jarcotine,  183 
Natural  cure  of  diseases.  200 
Necrosis  of  lower  jav-.',  648 
Neuralgia,  494 

Neuralgia,  cases  of,  by  Dr.  Warren,  97, 

113,  129,  145,  177,  209 
Neuralgia,  extract  of  belladonna  in,  295 
Neuralgia,  case  of  imita.tive,  li)7 
Neuraliria,  Macculloch's  treatment  of,  386, 

405 

Neuralgia,  nosological  place  of,  209 
Neuralgia,  oil  of  turpcnline  in,  204,  275 
Neuralgia,  nitrate  of  silver  in,  783 
Neuralgia,  quinine  in,  798 
Neuralgia,  Townsend's  case  of,  197 
New  medical  works,  American,  111 
New  medical  works,  British,  110 
New  medicines,  185,  206,  220,  236,  269 
Nipples,  sore,  remedy  for,  383 
Nipples,  wash  for,  815 
Nitrate  of  silver,  410 

Nitrate  of  silver  and  Mr.  Higginbottom,  685 
Nitrate  of  silver  in  aphtha),  354 
Nitrate  of  silver  in  cyuanche  maligna,  399 
Nitrate  of  silver  in  ophthalmia,  719 
Nitrate  of  silver  in  uterine  diseases,  684, 

■     705  , 
Nomenclature,  medical,  538 
Notices,  111,  175,  191,  239,  351,  799 
Nux  vomica  in  diarrhoea,  44 
Nyuijjha;,  cxc;ision  of,  655 
Nymphoiiiania  increased  by  marriage,  189 
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Obstruction,  intestinal,  665 
Officers,  medical,  287,  311 
Oil  from  seeds  of  sunflowers,  447 
Onanism  producing  disease  of  the  heart,  317 
Opacity  of  cornea,  cure  for,  238 
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Facts  reletting  to  the  Influence  of 
decomposing  Animal  ^Matter  in 
producing  Fevers. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
.  Surgical  Journal. 

(Continued  from  p.  7.) 

In  the  "Memoirs  of  the  Society 
of  Medicine"  in  Paris,  and  the 
"  Annals  of  Chemistry,"  we  find 
recorded  some  remarkable  facts 
relating-  to  the  non-pestilential 
influence  of  decomposing  animal 
substances.  These  having  been 
introduced  by  Dr.  Bancroft  in  his 
treatise  on  yellow  fever,  we  shall 
avail  ourselves  of  his  translation, 
together  with  some  remarks  which 
he  has  connected  with  it. 

"  Many  writers  of  celebrity 
have  thought  that  no  effluvia  were 
so  infectious  and  pernicious  to 
mankind  as  those  which  issued 
from  putrefying  human  bodies  ; 
and  althouo;h  a  century  and  a  half 
has  elapsed  since  Diemerbroeck 
attempted  to  convince  physicians 
that,  at  least,  such  effluvia  could 
not  produce  the  plague,  yet  the 
old  opinion  has  kept  its  ground  ; 
and  it  is  still  believed,  that,  in 
their  milder  state,  they  may  caijse 
putrid  fevers,  and,  in  their  more 
concentrated  state,  a  true  pesti- 
lence. There  are  facts,  howe- 
ver, on  a  large  scale,  which  com- 


pletely decide  this  question  ; — 
two  of  these  deserve  particular 
notice. 

"  The  first  relates  to  the  ex- 
humations made  in  the  church- 
yard of  St.  Eloi,  at  Dunkirk,  in 
the  year  1793;  and  the  other  to 
those  made  three  years  after- 
wards, in  the  church-yard  of  the 
Saints  Innocens,  at  Paris.  As  the 
undertakings  and  results  were 
similar  in  both  instances,  I  shall, 
to  avoid  repetition,  here  describe 
only  the  latter,  which  I  have  pre- 
ferred, because  the  corpses  here 
taken  up  were  much  more  nume- 
rous than  at  Dunkirk,  and  proba- 
bly constituted  the  greatest  mass 
of  putrefying  animal  matter  of 
which  we  have  any  accurate  in- 
formation. 

The  church-yard  of  the  Saints 
Innocens,  at  Paris,  situated  in  one 
of  the  most  populous  quarters  of 
the  city,  had  been  made  the  de- 
pository of  so  many  bodies,  that, 
although  its  area  enclosed  more 
than  1700  square  toises,  or  near 
two  acres,  yet  the  soil  had  been 
raised  by  them  eight  or  ten  feet 
higher  than  the  level  of  the  ad- 
joining streets;  and  upon  the  most 
moderate  calculation,  considera- 
bly more  than  six  hundred  thou- 
sand bodies  had  been  buried  in  it, 
during  the  last  six  centuries  ; 
previous  to  which  date,  it  was 
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already  a  very  ancient  burial 
ground.*  Numerous  complaints 
having  been  made  concerning  the 
offensive  smells  which  arose  from 
this  spot,  and  sometimes  pene- 
trated into  the  adjoining  houses, 
and  the  public  mind  having  been 
greatly  alarmed,  it  was  at  last 
detern)ined  to  forbid  all  future 
burials  there,  and  to  remove  so 
much  of  the  superstratum  as 
would  reduce  the  surface  to  the 
level  of  the  streets.  This  work 
was  undeitaken  in  1786,  under 
the  superintendence  of  M.  Thou- 
ret,  a  physician  of  eminence  in 
Paris,  and  in  two  years  he  accom- 
f)lished  the  removal  of  that  super- 
stratum, almost  the  whole  of 
which  was  impregnated,  or  in- 
fected, as  M.  Thouret  styles  it, 
with  the  remains  of  carcases,  and 
of  quantities  of  filth  and  ordure, 
thrown  upon  it  from  the  adjoining 
houses. 

"  '  The  exhumations,'  says  this 
gentleman,  (in  the  narrative  of 
them,  wiiich  he  published  in  the 
Journal  de  Physique,  for  1791, 


*  In  less  than  thirty  years,  more  than 
90,000  corpses  had  been  deposited  here 
by  the  last  grave-digg-er.  The  poorer 
inhabitants  were  buried  in  coffins  made  of 
very  thin  deal  boards,  and  were  regularly 
stowed  as  closely  as  possible,  upon  and 
beside  each  other,  in  large  pits  about  thir- 
ty feet  deep,  and  capable  of  receiving 
each  from  12  to  1500  coffins.  These  pits 
were  gradually  filled  with  coffins,  and 
then  covered  over  with  earth,  about  one 
foot  in  depth,  and  the  bodies  left  to  pu- 
trefy. But  as  the  same  space  was  gene- 
rally wanted,  in  fifteen  or  twenty  years, 
for  other  bodies,  this  mass  of  animal  cor- 
ruption was  then  dug  up,  and  a  like  num- 
ber of  recent  corpses  deposited  in  the 
same  pit ;  and  this  operation  was  succes- 
sively repeated  through  nearly  the  whole 
extent  of  the  church-yard,  from  genera- 
tion to  generation,  until  the  earth  itself 
had  been  so  completely  supersaturated 
with  human  putrefaction,  as  to  have  no 
longer  any  action,  or  decomposing  influ- 
fenct,  on  bodies  buried  tliere. 


page  258,)  '  were  principally 
executed  during  the  winter,  but 
a  considerable  part  of  them  was 
also  carried  on  during  the  greatest 
heats  of  summer.  They  were  be- 
gun with  every  possible  care,  and 
with  every  known  precaution ; 
but  they  were  afterwards  conti- 
nued, almost  for  the  whole  period 
of  the  operations,  without  em- 
ploying, it  may  be  said,  any  pre- 
caution whatever  ;  yet  no  danger 
manifested  itself  in  the  whole 
course  of  our  labors, — no  accident 
occurred  to  disturb  the  public 
tranquillity.'  This  account  is 
authentic, — and  was  read  before 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences 
at  Paris.  It  is,  moreover,  con- 
firmed by  the  report  of  M.  Four- 
croy,  who  was  joined  in  this  com- 
mission with  M.  Thouret  for  cer- 
tain chemical  objects,  which  re- 
port was  also  read  at  the  Acade- 
my, and  is  printed  in  the  sixth 
volume  of  the  Annales  de  Chimie. 
If  this  result  from  taking  up  near- 
ly twenty  thousand  bodies,  in  dif- 
ferent stages  of  decomposition,  be 
insufficient  alone  for  my  purpose, 
there  is  another  almost  equally 
conclusive  in  its  nature  and  ex- 
tent. It  is  well  known  that  M. 
Berthe,  Professor  in  the  School 
of  Medicine  at  Montpelier,  and 
two  of  his  colleagues  in  that  Uni- 
versity, were  sent,  by  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  into  Spain,  to 
examine,  and  report  upon,  the 
nature  of  the  yellow  fever,  which 
has  proved  so  fatal  in  several 
towns  of  Andalusia,  in  1800.  M. 
Berthe  has  published  the  report 
of  the  cominission,  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  and  in  it  has  men- 
tioned that,  being  at  Seville  only 
a  few  months  after  the  epidecnic 
had  ceased,  he  frequently  visited 
the  burial  places  just  without  the 
city,  in  which  the  victims  of  the 


1 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL.  19 


fever  had  been  interred  ;  that,  in 
these  excursions,  he  was  accom- 
panied by  the  French  Consul  at 
that  city,  and  had  occasion  to 
converse  much  with  the  guards 
stationed  at  those  places,  and 
with  the  grave-diggers  still  em- 
ployed in  them  ;  and  he  states 
that,  besides  these,  many  thou- 
sands of  the  inhabitants  of  Seville 
also  come  hither,  some  from  cu- 
riosity, and  others  in  processions, 
to  testify  their  sorrow  and  respect 
for  their  departed  friends.  In 
one  of  these  grounds,  south-west- 
ward of  the  city,  ten  thousand 
bodies  had  been  buried  ;  in  two 
others,  seven  or  eight  thousand  ; 
and  in  that  of  Triana,  about  four 
thousand. 

"  '  The  heats  of  the  spring,' 
says  M.  Berthe,  (which,  I  need 
not  observe,  are  considerable  at 
Seville,)  '  were,  at  this  time, 
beginning  to  be  felt,  and  the  ground 
of  these  burial  places  beingclayey, 
was  already  cracked  into  wide 
and  deep  crevices,  through  which 
a  foetid  odor  was  exhaled,  the  re- 
sults of  the  decomposition  which 
was  going  on  among  these  heaps 
of  bodies.' 

"  Filled  with  alarm  at  the  cala- 
mities which  might  be  produced 
by  such  masses  of  putrefaction, 
M.  Berthe  and  his  colleaojues  re- 
presented  these  supposed  dangers 
to  the  Spanish  government  ;  and 
then  vi'ent  to  Cadiz,  where  they 
found  the  churches  more  or  less 
filled  with  putrid  emanations  from 
the  same  causes  ;  but  as  they  did 
not  discover  that  these  supposed 
fomites  of  infection  were  produc- 
tive of  any  disease,  their  fears 
concernins:  them  seem  at  length 
to  have  subsided  completely;  for, 
in  their  reply  to  the  President 
and  Members  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  who   had   requested  a 


statement  of  their  opinion,  they 
expressly  declare  their  belief, 
that  '  if  the  yellow  fever  could 
be  reproduced  by  the  effluvia 
arising  from  putrefying  bodies,  it 
was  evident  that  such  a  misfor- 
tune must  already  have  taken 
place,  through  the  imperfect 
manner  in  which  the  tombs  and 
vaults,  pointed  out  by  them,  had 
been  closed, — a  defect  which 
they  had  observed  in  the  churches 
that  were  most  frequented.'  Thus, 
it  appears  that  the  putrid  emana- 
tions from  the  bodies  of  many 
thousand  persons,  who  had  recent- 
ly died  of  the  yellow  fever,  did 
not,  and  therefore  could  not,  pro- 
duce that  disorder." 

To  the  preceding  facts  I  may 
add  another,  which  is  related  by 
a  man  whose  veracity  is  as  little 
to  be  questioned,  as  his  exalted 
philanthropy, — I  mean  John  How- 
ard, in  his  work  on  Lazarettos, 
p.  25.=* 

"  The  governor,  at  the  French 
hospital  at  Smyrna,  told  me,  (says 
Mr.  Howard,)  that,  in  the  last 
dreadful  plague  there,  his  house 
was  rendered  almost  intolerable 
by  an  offensive  scent,  especially 
when  he  opened  those  windows 
which  looked  towards  the  great 
burying  ground,  where  nundjers 
were  left,  every  day,  unburied  ; 
but  that  it  had  no  effect  on  the 
health  of  himself  or  his  family. 
An  opulent  merchant,  in  this  city," 
adds  he,  likewise  told  me,  that 
he  and  his  fatijily  had  felt  the 
same  inconvenience  without  any 
bad  consequences." 

If  the  exhalations  from  piles  of 
bodies  destroyed  by  the  plague 
itself,  and  corrupting  in  the  open 
air,  were  thus  incapable  of  gene- 
rating the  contagion  either  of  fe- 


*  Bancroft  on  yellow  fever. 
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ver  OP  of  plague,  even  during  the 
prevalence  of  a  pestilential  con- 
stitution of  the  atmosphere,  (if 
any  state  of  the  atmosphere  ever 
deserved  that  title,)  it  may,  1 
think,  be  safely  affirmed,  that 
there  are  no  circumstances  under 
which  putrid  animal  matter  can 
be  supposed  ever  to  produce  feb- 
rile contagion. 

The  following  statement  is  ex- 
tracted from  a  letter  written  to 
Dr.  Bancroft  by  Mr.  Lawrence, 
Anatomical  Demonstrator  at  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  whose 
character,  talents,  and  profession- 
al acquirements,  have  already,  at 
an  early  part  of  his  life,  greatly 
and  justly  advanced  him  in  the 
road  to  eminence.  It  was  dated 
February  21,  1809. 

In  a  constant  attendance  at 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  for 
more  than  ten  years,  I  have  never 
seen  any  illness  produced  by  the 
closest  attention  to  anatomical 
pursuits,  except  such  as  might  be 
expected  to  follow  from  a  similar 
confinement  and  application  to  any 
other  employment.  When  it  is 
considered  that  most  of  the  stu- 
dents come  from  the  country,  and 
that  many  spend  much  time  in 
dissection,  being  employed  also  in 
writing,  reading,  &c.  during  the 
rest  of  the  day,  it  will  not  be  a 
matter  of  surprise  that  their 
health  should  occasionally  suffer  : 
but  the  indisposition  has  never  ap- 
peared to  derive  any  peculiar 
character  from  the  exposure  of 
the  subject  to  putrid  effluvia.  Of 
course  you  will  except  from  this 
observation,  the  effects  which 
may  arise  from  the  absorption  of 
noxious  matter  from  wounds  re- 
ceived in  dissection.  It  has  not 
appeared  to  me,  that  ill  conse- 
quences of  that  description  follow 
more  frequently  from  the  dissec- 


tion of  the  most  putrid,  than  from 
that  of  recent  bodies.  The  fol- 
lowing particulars  will  afford  the 
most  complete  proofs  that  the 
exhalations  from  decomposing  ani- 
mal substance  are  not  necessarily 
injurious  to  the  human  body. — 
John  Gilmore,  together  with  his 
wife  and  two  sons,  lived  for  ten 
years  in  a  room  under  the  an'ato- 
mical  buildings  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's. The  whole  family  slept, 
as  well  as  spent  the  day,  in  this 
apartment,  which  received  a  very 
small  quantity  of  light,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  single  window  open- 
ing against  a  high  wall.  The 
room  was  at  the  end  of  a  passage, 
in  which  several  tubs  containing 
bones  in  a  state  of  maceration 
were  generally  placed,  and  with 
which  other  divisions  of  the  cel- 
lars communicated,  containing 
large  excavations  for  receiving 
the  refuse  of  the  anatomical 
rooms.  The  latter  were  not  se- 
parated from  the  general  passage 
by  any  door. 

"  The  animal  matters  thrown 
into  the  receptacles  just  mention- 
ed, are,  I  believe,  converted  into 
adipocire,  and  the  fetor  is  conse- 
quently not  so  offensive  as  if  they 
went  through  the  putrefactive 
process  :  but  the  whole  place  was 
constantly  filled  with  a  close  ca- 
daverous smell,  very  disagreea- 
ble to  any  persons  who  went  down 
from  the  fresh  air.  During  the 
whole  day  Gilmore  was  employed 
about  the  dissecting  room,  in  re- 
moving the  offals,  in  cleaning  ma- 
cerated bones,  in  short,  in  an  al- 
most constant  handling  of  the  most 
putrid  matters.  He  always  en- 
joyed good  health,  was  fat,  and 
possessed  great  bodily  strength. 
He  left  his  situation  in  conse- 
quence of  an  apoplectic  attack, 
and  died  lately,  at  the  age  of  69, 
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after  two  other  similar  affections. 
His  wife  survived,  enjoying  a  good 
state  of  health.  Neither  of  his 
sons  appears  to  have  suffered  from 
any  unwholesomeness  of  their 
abode.  They  are  both  hearty  and 
strong,  although  they  have  been 
employed  some  years  in  attending 
the  dissecting  rooms.  But  the 
whole  family  left  the  cellar  soon 
after  the  father's  first  attack. 

"  During  the  time  that  our  very 
numerous  fleet  of  transports  lay 
in  the  bay  of  Aboukir,  many  bo- 
dies of  sailors  who  had  either  died, 
or  had  been  drowned,  were  wash- 
ed upon  the  shore,  where  they 
remained  unburied,  exposed  to 
the  heat  of  the  sun.  In  riding 
to  Rosetta,  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  along  the  shore.  I  passed 
eighteen  or  twenty  corpses  in  this 
situation.  They  were  in  various 
states  of  putrefaction  ;  but  the 
stench  from  them  all  was  offen- 
sive in  the  highest  degree,  and 
extended  to  more  than  one  hun- 
dred yards.  My  curiosity  led  me 
to  approach  close  to  most  of  them, 
that  I  might  examine  the  changes 
they  had  undergone.  Some  were 
swelled  up  to  an  enormous  size, 
and  the  skin  seemed  so  distended, 
that  it  appeared  ready  to  burst. 
They  were  often  of  a  dark  brown 
color  ;  some  had  not  yet  come  to 
that  state  ;  others  had  passed  it  ; 
and  the  skin  having  burst  in  seve- 
ral places,  the  air  had  escaped, 
and  they  had  become  more  or  less 
desiccated,  and  of  a  black  color. 
Every  person  who  had  to  pass 
from  the  camp  to  Rosetta,  was 
obliged  to  come  within  reach  of 
the  vapors  emitted  by  these  bo- 
dies. There  were  orderly  dra- 
goons constantly  passing,  yet  nei- 
ther myself  nor  any  one  else,  as 
far  as  I  could  learn,  was  attacked 
with  fever  in  consequence  of  our 


exposure  to  these  vapors  ;  and  my 
professional  situation  would  pro- 
bably have  enabled  me  to  learn  if 
any  such  consequence  had  fol- 
lowed." 

Orraeus  Descriptio  Pestis,  &c. 
p.  47.  After  stating  that  towards 
the  decline  of  the  plague  in  Mos- 
cow, in  February,  1772,  the  Col- 
lege of  Health  received  informa- 
tion, "  hinc  inde  in  domibus  emor- 
tius  et  infectis — cadavera  clan- 
culum  inhumata  vel  aliter  occul- 
tata  sepeliri  ;"  and  that  they  or- 
dered all  the  houses  to  be  search- 
ed, offered  twenty  roubles  to  in- 
formers, "  et  quae  (cadavera)  in 
locis  spatiosis  non  sat  profunde 
inhumata  fuerunt,  eorum  sepul- 
chra  terra  multa  contegere,  cae- 
tera  vero  nuda  reperta  in  coeme- 
teria   transportare        he  says, 

hac  ratioue  circiter  mille  cada- 
vera in  habitationibus  ipsis,  reper- 
ta fuerunt.  Notabile  omnino  fuit 
neminem  et  vespillonibus,  vel 
aliis  in  negotio  hoc  periculoso  ver- 
santibus  infectum  nedum  morbo 
aliquo  corruptum  fuisse,  quamvis 
tanta  ab  omni  infectione  incolu- 
mitas  vix  ac  ne  vix  quidem  sperari 
posse  videbatur." 

In  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal  of  October  1, 
1810,  may  be  seen  an  account, 
given  by  Dr.  Chisholm,  of  a  man- 
ufactory (of  which  I  had  some 
knowledge  from  the  time  of  its 
first  establishment)  at  Conham, 
near  Bristol,  destined  for  the  con- 
version of  animal  flesh  into  a  sub- 
stance resembling  spermaceti,  by 
cutting  up  dead  horses,  asses, 
dogs,  &c.  and  putting  their  mus- 
cular parts  into  boxes  with  holes 
for  the  admission  of  water,  and 
afterwards  placing  them  in  pits 
filled  with  water,  while  the  en- 
trails and  useless  parts  of  many 
hundreds  of  carcases  were  left 


22 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


to  putrefy  on  the  surface  of  the 
ground.  And  it  appears  from  Dr. 
Chisholm's  statement,  as  well  as 
from  other  information  which  w^s 
given  to  me  on  the  subject,  that 
though  the  effluvia  of  these  putre- 
fying animal  matters  were  highly 
offensive  to  the  overseer  of  this 
manufactory,  and  to  the  workmen 
employed  under  him,  as  well  as 
to  others  within  their  reach,  no 
injury  was  done  by  them  to  the 
health  of  any  person,  during  the 
two  years  in  which  these  opera- 
tions were  continued. 

In  regard  to  the  morbid  effects 
supposed  to  result  from  the  pu- 
trefaction of  fish,  they  appear,  so 
far  at  least  as  regards  fever,  to 
have  had  no  existence,  but  what 
was  derived  from  the  indiscrimi- 
nating  credulity  of  such  writers  as 
Forestus.  That  a  large  whale 
was  formerly  cast  ashore,  and 
suffered  to  putrefy  on  the  sea 
coast,  near  Egmont,  in  North 
Holland,  (a  place  nearly  surround- 
ed by  marshy  or  low  grounds,)  I 
am  willing  to  believe  ;  but  that 
the  fever  which  is  said  by  Fores- 
tus (torn.  1,  lib.  6)  to  have  fol- 
lowed that  event,  was  produced 
by  the  whale  rather  than  by 
marsh  miasms,  I  cannot  believe  ; 
because  w-hales  have  not  been 
found  capable  of  producing  such 
effects  in. later  times,  and  because 
fevers  from  marsh  effluvia  con- 
stantly fall  under  our  observation. 

About  the  year  1788,  a  whale 
was  stranded  on  the  coast  of 
France,  near  Havre  de  Grace, 
and  M.  Baussard,  in  an  account 
of  it,  published  in  Rozier's  Jour- 
nal de  Physique,  for  March,  1789, 
says,  "  Pendant  que  j'etois  occu- 
pe  a  dissequer  ce  gros  animal,  une 
lueur  phosphorique  exhaloit  de 
I'interieur  de  son  corps,  et  une 
odeur  tres   fetide  de  la  tete." 


"  Les  exhalaisons  m'ont  occasione 
des  inflammations  aux  narines  et 
a  la  gorge  et  certaines  parties  hui- 
leuses  de  la  tete  m'ont  mis  les  ~ 
mains  dans  un  etat  pitoyable." 

No  mention  is,  however,  made 
by  M.  Baussard  of  any  febrile  af- 
fection, occasioned  either  to  him- 
self or  to  any  other  person,  by  the 
putrefaction  of  this  fish  ;  and  that 
no  such  affections  do,  in  fact,  re- 
sult from  that  cause,  was  farther 
proved  by  the  information  which 
I  obtained  on  the  2d  of  October, 
1807,  at  the  Greenland  Dock, 
where  the  late  proprietor,  Mr. 
Ritchie,  (who  had  just  sold  this 
property  to  Sir  Charles  Price  and 
his  associates  for  25,000/.,)  in- 
formed me  that  for  a  considerable 
time  all  the  Greenland  ships  had 
been  used  to  boil  their  blubber  at 
this  place,  for  which  purpose,  five 
coppers,  with  proper  coolers,  &c., 
had  been  erected.  Mr.  Ritchie 
had  lived  more  than  fifty  years  in 
the  neighborhood  of  this  dock, 
was  well  acquainted  with  the 
boiling  process,  and  assured  me, 
repeatedly,  that  though  the  blub- 
ber is  often  in  a  very  offensive 
state,  emitting  a  highly  putrid 
smell,  neither  himself  nor  his  peo- 
ple, nor  the  crews  of  the  Green- 
land ships,  who  perform  the  whole 
boiling,  &c.,  nor  the  neighbors, 
have  ever,  to  his  knowledge,  suf- 
fered in  their  healths  from  that 
operation  ;  that  his  people  and 
himself  have  always  been  healthy, 
and  that  he  believes  no  crews  are 
more  healthy  than  those  of  the 
Greenland  ships.  This  account 
was  confirmed  by  the  master  of  a 
Greenland  ship  then  in  the  dock, 
who  said  he  had  been  employed 
in  the  whale  fishery  for  the  last 
twenty-two  years,  excepting  one 
year,  and  had  been  used  to  boil 
down  the  blubber  for  sixteen  or 
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eighteen  years  of  that  time.  He 
said  besides,  that  the  Greenland 
ships,  on  their  return  home,  often 
smell  very  offensively  to  stran- 
gers, though  to  themselves  the 
stench  is  imperceptible  ;  that  the 
casks  in  which  they  carry  out 
their  water,  are  those  in  which 
they  have  brought  home  the  blub- 
ber; and  that  the  water  generally 
is  found  very  offensive  for  some 
hours  after  the  bung  is  taken  out; 
in  which  state,  however,  the  men 
are  accustomed  to  drink  it  ;  and 
that,  notwithstanding  all  this,  he 
does  not  conceive  that  any  men 
are  more  healthy  than  the  crews 
of  those  ships  ;  that  the  stench 
from  the  blubber  is  universally 
admitted  to  be  greatest  when  it 
is  boiling  ;  and  that  these  effluvia, 
so  far  from  being  at  all  unhealthy, 
are,  on  the  contrary,  reckoned  so 
wholesome,  that  it  is  very  com- 
mon for  sick  persons  to  come  to 
the  copper,  as  soon  as  they  rise 
from  their  beds,  and  to  hold  their 
heads  over  the  steam  as  close  as 
they  can. 

Mr.  Ritchie  informed  me,  that 
what  remained  of  the  blubber, 
after  the  boiling  was  finished,  was 
now  very  commonly  bought  for 
agricultural  purposes;  that  it  was 
usually  taken  away  by  the  pur- 
chasers just  after  the  boiling,  and 
was  allowed  to  lie  by  a  certain 
time,  till  it  was  in  a  proper  state 
to  be  used  as  manure  ;  when  it 
was  laid  upon  the  ground,  and 
found  to  be  very  useful. 

The  use  of  fish  as  manure  is  no 
new  invention.  Herrings,  pil- 
chards, and  mackerel,  have  been 
long  employed  for  this  purpose  in 
those  parts  of  Great  Britain  where 
they  are  caught  in  the  greatest 
abundance,  and  so  are  the  various 
species  of  mollusca.  In  some 
parts  of  Cambridgeshire,  Sic.^  a 


small  fresh  water  fish,  called 
stickle-back,  (gastyrosteiis  acu- 
leatus,)  becomes  so  plentiful, 
that,  leaving  their  native  ditches, 
they  form  vast  shoals  in  the  ri- 
vers, and  being  caught  in  nets  or 
baskets,  are  strewed  over  the 
ground,  in  the  proportion  of  twen- 
ty bushels  per  acre.  No  morbid 
effect,  however,  so  far  as  I  can 
discover,  has  ever  been  known  to 
result  from  the  putrefaction  of 
fish,  or  other  animal  matters  e!n- 
ployed  in  this  way,  though  fevers 
ought  to  have  resulted  fiom  it,  if 
producible  by  the  natural  decom- 
position of  animal  substances. 

Putrid  human  excrement  seems 
equally  incapable  of  producing 
fever.  A  night-man,  who  had 
been  extensively  employed  for 
thirty  years  in  this  metropolis, 
assured  me,  that  though  his  la- 
borers frequently  fell  into  as- 
phyxia, or  died  off,"  as  he  call- 
ed it,  they  had  always  recovered 
on  being  brought  into  the  open 
air;  that  no  fever  had  ever  ensued 
fiofn  such  accidents,  nor,  as  he 
believed,  froiri  this  kind  of  occu- 
pation ;  that  sometimes  from  in- 
temperance, and  getting  cold, 
they  had  feverish  indispositions, 
but  not  more  so  than  other  labor- 
ers ;  and  that,  when  steady  and 
sober,  he  thought  them  remarka- 
bly healthy;  that  their  eyes  were 
sometimes  affected,  so  as  to  pro- 
duce temporary  blindness,  from 
which,  however,  they  commonly 
recovered  in  a  few  days;  and  that 
this,  with  asphyxia,  were  the  only 
disorders  to  which  he  considered 
them  particularly  liable  from  the 
nature  of  their  occupation. 

The  following  extract  from  a 
writer  on  Egypt  tends  to  show 
that  the  plague  is  not  produced  by 
animal  decomposition: — There 
are    several    writers   who  sup- 
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pose  the  plague  proceeds  from 
the  canal  or  calige,  which  passes 
through  Grand  Cairo.  It  is  very 
true  that  the  remaining  matter  is 
horribly  corrupted,  by  the  filth 
thrown  in  from  the  adjoining 
houses,  and  the  great  number  of 
necessaries  that  empty  themselves 
into  it,  which  occasions  a  most 
abominable  stench  for  several 
months  of  the  year,  tarnishing  in 
a  short  time  even  gold  and  silver 
in  the  houses  near  it.  But  in  this 
case  also,  a  corrupt  air  is  natu- 
rally commonly  supposed  to  be 
the  cause,  which  will  likewise 
not  agree  with  the  above  men- 
tioned observation.  At  the  same 
time  another  strong  argument  may 
be  brought  against  it,  which  is 
founded  upon  a  very  long  expe- 
rience, viz.  :  All  the  houses  of 
the  European  merchants  in  Grand 
Cairo  have,  for  more  than  two 
hundred  years,  been  situated  close 
to  this  canal  or  very  near  it  ;  and 
neither  have  these,  nor  any  of  the 
other  inhabitants,  who  live  in  the 
same  situation,  been  more  affect- 
ed with  diseases  than  the  rest. 
This  is  a  truth,  which  all  the  Eu- 
ropean physicians,  who  have  for 
some  time  resided  at  Grand  Cai- 
ro, will  confirm." — John  Antes'^ 
Observations  on  Egypt,  page  38. 


II. 

Strictures  on  the  Diseases  of  Young 
Children. — From  Lectures  deli- 
vered at  Gui/s  Hospital, 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

Medical  Diseases  of  Young  Infants. 
— To  investigate  and  treat  those 
diseases  of  young  infants  which 
fall  under  the  care  of  the  physi- 
cian, is  no  agreeable  task,  for  at 
this  early  age  we  are  often  sur- 
rounded with  more  feeling  than 


judgment ;  and  as  the  child  cannot 
speak  for  itself,  its  complaints 
are  sometimes  involved  in  much 
obscurity.  In  fact,  we  are  often 
compelled  to  investigate  the  com- 
plaints of  young  children  much  in 
the  same  manner  as  those  of  ani- 
mals, by  looking  to  certain  exter- 
nal signs;  and  of  these,  the  follow- 
ing are  the  principal  deserving 
your  attention  : — 

The  diseases  of  young  children 
frequently  exhibit  marks  upon  the 
skin  ;  the  surface  of  the  body, 
therefore,  ought  always  to  be  in- 
spected ;  and,  in  doing  this,  you 
may,  at  the  same  time,  observe 
the  degree  of  plumpness  or  ema- 
ciation, as  well  as  the  bulk  of  the 
abdomen,  which  is  always  large 
in  infants.  The  body  may  be 
cooler  than  natural,  and  is  fre- 
quently warmer  ;  this  heat  show- 
ing itself  in  the  hands,  feet,  and 
mouth,  and  head  more  especially; 
do  not,  therefore,  neglect  to  in- 
quire into  the  temperature  of  the 
child.  Croup,  hooping  cough, 
measles,  gastric  cough,  thoracic 
inflammations,  and  so  on,  of  course 
affect  the  breathing,  and  to  the 
action  of  the  lungs  and  thorax, 
therefore,  our  attention  should, 
in  all  cases,  be  directed.  In  con- 
vulsive affections,  the  scalp  is 
hot,  the  fontanels  beat  more  for- 
cibly than  the  radial  artery,  even 
the  hair  sometimes  grows  very 
fast,  and  the  head  sweats.  In- 
quire into  all  these  points.  In 
chylopoietic  and  cerebral  affec- 
tions, so  common  in  children,  the 
number  and  character  of  the  stools 
change,  and  vomiting  is  occasion- 
ally produced.  Infantile  vomiting 
is  of  less  importance  than  the  vo- 
miting of  the  adult  ;  and,  it  should 
be  observed,  that  the  rejection  of 
coagulated  milk,  is  no  proof  of 
gastric  disease  ;  for  coagulation  is 
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one  of  the  first  effects  produced 
by  the  healthy  digestive  juice. 
The  actions  of  young  children 
ought  not  to  pass  unnoticed.  They 
raise  the  knees  to  the  abdomen, 
when  affected  with  colic;  put  the 
fingers  in  the  mouth,  when  teeth- 
ing; pick  the  nostrils  (when  older) 
in  worms  or  analogous  affections  ; 
and  when  disposed  to  cephalic 
diseases,  they  may  roll  the  head 
on  the  pillow,  or  frequently  apply 
the  hand  to  it.  In  young  child- 
ren, I  pay  but  little  attention  to 
the  pulse  ;  even  in  health,  it  is 
nearly  twice  as  frequent  as  in  the 
adult  ;  at  birth,  about  140;  at  the 
end  of  the  first  year,  120  ;  of  the 
second,  110;  of  the  third  and 
fourth  years,  about  96  ;  in  the 
seventh,  about  86  ;  in  manhood, 
various,  from  70  to  80  in  the  mi- 
nute ;  and,  in  old  age,  sometimes 
as  low  as  60.  When  investigat- 
ing infantile  diseases,  do  not  lose 
sight  of  the  gums. 

In  young  infants,  opiates  must 
be  given  with  great  caution  ;  for 
though  some,  under  convulsive 
and  bowel  affections,  bear  ano- 
dynes very  well,  there  is  always 
a  fear  of  an  overdose  ;  from  half 
a  drachm  to  a  drachm  of  good 
syrup  of  poppies,  (not  treacle  and 
laudanum,)  or  two  drops  of  the 
tincture  of  opium,  are  a  full  daily 
quantity  for  an  infant  within  the 
month.  Negligent  assistants  ought 
not  to  be  employed  to  measure 
out  the  preparation  ;  infants  have 
sometimes  been  killed  by  over- 
doses ;  and  still  more  frequently 
they  have  become  drowsy,  so  as 
to  neglect  the  breast  and  food  for 
hours  together,  to  their  great 
detriment  in  bowel  complaints. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  poppy 
syrup,  so  useful  in  children,  varies 
so  much  in  its  strength  and  quality. 

Leeches  sometimes  draw  from 


young  children  niore  than  intend- 
ed ;  and  one  leech  may  be  too 
much  when  a  child  is  much  re- 
duced. Dr.  O'Berne,  formerly 
of  Chillington  in  Devon,  asserts 
that,  like  the  horse  of  Baron 
Munchausen,  if  the  hinder  end  of 
the  leech  be  cut  away,  it  will 
draw  more  copiously,  being  a  sort 
of  living  pump,  which  gives  of}*  at 
one  extremity  what  it  absorbs  at 
the  other.  When  leeches  are 
placed  over  bony  surfaces,  the 
bleeding,  (if  necessary,)  may  be 
more  easily  restrained  by  pres- 
sure ;  and  the  hand,  sternum,  and 
cranium,  are  convenient  places 
for  their  application.  Besides 
compression  and  lunar  caustic,  a 
useful  h(ilp  for  stopping  the  bleed- 
ing from  the  leech-oritices,  is  a 
small  portion  of  clean  sponge, 
easily  passed  down  by  means  of  a 
probe  into  the  cellular  web  under 
the  skin,  where  the  bleeding  ves- 
sels are  situated.  To  Mr.  Franks, 
one  of  my  pupils,  I  was  indebted 
for  this  fact.  Infants  are  best 
bled  from  the  external  jugular 
vein,  particularly  in  head  affec- 
tions ;  and  when  the  blood  can  be 
drawn  in  this  manner,  we  know 
precisely  the  measure.  What 
quantities  may  be  safely  drawn  at 
once,  must  be  determined  by  cir- 
cumstances ;  but  the  following 
tabular  statement  of  quantities  of 
hlood  which  I  have  taken  away 
myself,  at  different  ages,  may^ 
perhaps,  be  of  some  use  to  you: — 

From  a  child  of         oz.     oz.  aver. 

2  months  old,  from  1   to  1| 
4  months    .    .    .    1|  to  ,2 
8  months    .    .    .    2 "  to  3 

12  months  .  .  .  3  to  4 

18  months  .  .  .  4  to  5 

3  years  .  .  .  8  to  10 
6  years  .  .  .  10  to  12 

For  some  of  the  facts  on  which 
this  table  is  grounded,  I  am  in- 
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debted  to  my  friend,  Mr.  Ed- 
wards. 

Beware  of  blistering  infants, 
especially  with  eruptive  diseases; 
if  a  cliild  is  under  three  years  of 
age,  you  ought  not  to  leave  a 
blister  on  the  skin  for  more  than 
three  hours  together,  without  well 
considering  what  you  are  about. 
After  removal  of  the  blister,  ve- 
sication  will,  I  believe,  generally 
ensue.  Blisters,  large  and  acrid, 
and  of  long  application,  are,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  very  apt  to  produce 
sloughing  and  death.  Dreadful 
cases  of  this  kind  have  now  and 
then  been  brought  under  my  no- 
tice. 

The  infantile  diseases,  like 
those  of  the  adult,  arise  from 
causes  exceedingly  various  ;  but, 
in  most  cases,  irritability,  acid 
acrimony,  and  errors  in  diet,  have 
much  to  do  in  producing  or  modi- 
fying them.  Children  sometimes 
become  gross  and  ailing  because 
they  are  supplied  too  copiously 
with  breast-milk  ;  but  far  more 
fiequently  they  suffer,  because 
for  human  milk  other  food  is  sub- 
stituted ;  marasmus  and  diarrhoea 
being  the  consequence.  Children 
there  are,  and  many,  which  thrive 
wonderfully  upon  pap;  but  some, 
and  not  a  few,  after  two  or  three 
weeks'  trial  more  especially,  are 
found  unfit  for  artificial  food,  and 
to  them  other  food  than  the 
breast-milk  is  poison.  Arsenic 
itself,  though  of  more  rapid  ope- 
ration, can  scarcely  produce  more 
terrible  effects  than  spoon  meat 
in  such  cases  ;  excoriations  of  the 
bowels, — tormina, — diarrhoea, — 
death,  not  to  mention  dissolution 
from  mere  wasting.  The  rapidi- 
ty with  which  children  are  brought 
back  from  death's  door,  under  the 
use  of  the  breast-milk,  is,  in  some 
cases,  very  striking,  and  is  a  fur- 


ther proof  of  its  congeniality.  So 
important  is  this  aliment  in  these 
constitutions,  that  the  milk  should 
be  drawn  from  a  woman's  breast, 
and  given  w^ith  the  spoon  or  bottle, 
if  the  infant  be  too  weak  to  suck. 
Within  the  first  one  or  two  months 
especially,  no  infant  ought  wan- 
tonly to  be  put  upon  spoon-meat. 
When  there  is  purging,  wasting, 
or  cephalic  affection,  our  first  in- 
quiry should  always  be,  What 
is  the  diet  of  this  child  If 
there  is  a  wet-nurse,  examine  the 
evacuations,  for  when  the  breast 
is  deficient,  hirelings  will  some- 
times clandestinely  administer 
other  food  than  the  milk,  nor  can 
they  be  brought  to  confess  it.  All 
this  is  very  shameful,  no  doubt. 
The  nurse  ought  to  be  immacu- 
late ;  or  if  otherwise,  she  ought 
to  accuse  herself;  only  look  at 
the  excellent  examples  ^  which 
she  sees  every  week-day,  and  the 
orthodox  and  edifying  advice  which 
she  receives  every  Sunday.  Pity 
it  is  that  onr  intimate  acquaint- 
ance and  bosom  counsellor  should 
be  a  great  rogue;  but  so  thou  art, 
poor  human  nature  !  Ah  !  that 
pomum  adami^  we  may  always 
feel  it  in  the  throat  ! 

I  can  hardly  acquiesce  in  the 
opinion  of  those  who  maintain, 
that  the  evacuations  of  infants  are 
naturally  ascescent;  and  certainly 
in  health,  the  marks  of  acidity  are 
at  most  very  faint.  Infantile 
evacuations,  when  natural,  have 
much  of  the  odor  of  new  milk, 
and  are  of  bright  yellow  tint.  In 
some  cases,  however,  these  dis- 
charses  become  as  sour  as  vine- 
gar,  and  as  green  as  this  cloth, 
especially  if  breast-milk  be  de- 
nied ;  and  cephalic  or  bowel-dis- 
ease may  be  the  result  or  the 
concomitant  ;  it  is  always  proper, 
therefore,  in  these  affections,  to 
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examine  the  evacuations  general- 
ly, and  more  especially  their 
acidity,  giving  antacids  if  neces- 
sary,— chalk  if  you  wish  to  shut, 
magnesia  if  you  wish  to  open,  am- 
moniacal  preparations  if  you  wish 
to  stimulate  the  older  children, 
and  carbonate  of  soda  if  you  de- 
sire a  remedy  of  powerful  antacid 
operation. 

"  Varium  et  mutabile  semper" 
— "  pleased  with  a  feather,  tic- 
kled with  a  straw" — "  genus  irri- 
tabile  vatum."  There  is  a  great 
similarity  between  the  nervous 
habits  of  women  and  children,  and 
poets  ;  and  in  all,  much,  and  fre- 
quent, and  various  commotion  is 
produced  by  small  causes, — 
words,  and  looks,  and  accents, 
and  a  thousand  other  baubles  ; 
children,  therefore,  and  those  re- 
sembling them  in  nerves,  become 
miserably  obnoxious  to  nervous 
diseases.  The  proportion  of  the 
nervous  system  to  the  rest  of  the 
body  is  greater  in  the  infant  than 
in  the  adult.  The  cerebral  ves- 
sels of  the  infant  are  much  more 
prone  to  increased  action  than 
those  of  the  healthy  man  ;  there 
appears,  in  earlier  life,  to  subsist 
in  the  cerebral  vessels,  something 
of  that  irritability  which  is  after- 
wards found  in  the  mammaries 
and  the  pudendal.  To  these  two 
causes,  joined  with  a  greater  live- 
liness of  the  cerebral  structure, 
the  nervous  temperament  may, 
perhaps,  be  attributed  ;  and  in  all 
cephalic  and  bowel  diseases, 
therefore,  great  attention  should 
be  paid  to  the  head,  to  its  refri- 
geration, I  mean,  and  the  preven- 
tion or  relief  of  the  increased 
action  of  the  vessels.  Hence 
vegetable  diet,  leeching  from  the 
temples,  bleeding  from  the  jugu- 
lar vein,  evaporating  lotions,  and 
la  douche  ;  nor  must  anodynes  be 


neglected,  nor  the  removal  of  ir- 
ritants, particularly  in  the  gums 
of  older  children. 

The  strophulus  intertinctus  is 
well  represented  in  Bateman's 
plates,  and  is  so  common  and  gen- 
tle that  it  excites  but  little  at- 
tention ;  cutaneous  patches,  of  a 
red  color,  of  an  area  varying  be- 
tween that  of  a  split  pea  and  a 
silver  penny,  constitute  its  princi- 
pal character  ;  in  a  few  days  the 
disease  always  ceases  spontane- 
ously. Do  not  confound  it  with 
measles.  As  there  are  no  ca- 
tarrhal symptoms  nor  febrile,  and 
as  the  eruptions  differ,  the  two 
affections  are  easily  distinguished: 
look  at  Bateman's  plate. — Nurses 
call  the  disease  the  red-gum.  In 
the  severer  varieties  there  is  a 
minute  articular  elevation  in  the 
centre  of  the  red  patch. 

CuUen  treats  of  the  ictei^us  neo- 
phytorum  as  if  it  were  a  very  for- 
midable disease  ;  and  cases  with 
fatal  organic  disease  of  the  liver 
may,  perhaps,  now  and  then  occur. 
In  infants,  however,  jaundice  is 
never  scarcely  a  dangerous  dis- 
ease, and  it  is  of  very  frequent 
occurrence.  Surely  Haller  is 
wrong  in  supposing  that  jaundice 
is  produced  in  the  infant  by  a  clot 
of  milk  closing  the  D.  communis 
choledochus  ;  for  when  the  skin 
is  yellow,  often  the  bile  from  the 
bowels  is  very  abundant.  The 
real  cause  of  the  icterus  seems  to 
be  a  redundancy  of  the  bile  under 
wiiich  a  gorge  and  consequent  ab- 
sorption and  reflux,  are  both  of 
them  produced  in  the  same  man- 
ner, as  if  obstruction  existed  in 
the  passages.  In  a  few  days  the 
yellowness  vanishes  :  a  tea-spoon- 
ful of  castor  oil  may  be  given. 

Flatulent  colic  is  common  in  in- 
fants, especially  if  they  are  being 
poisoned  by  spoon-meat.  Give 
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the  breast-milk;  change  the  nurse 
if  the  milk  disagree.  Dillseed 
water,  and  friction  of  the  abdo- 
men, are  good  carminatives.  Can- 
tando  runipitur  anguis.  Nurses 
fancy  that  a  lullaby  is  of  use  on 
these  occasions  ;  it  may  soothe  the 
nerves,  and  is  not,  perhaps,  alto- 
gether without  its  eOicacy.  A  fit 
of  anger,  or  some  other  nervous 
commotion  in  the  nurse  may,  per- 
haps, produce  this  disease  ;  it  al- 
ters the  quality  of  the  milk. 

Hundreds  of  children  are  yearly 
carried  off  by  cerebral  affections j 
convulsions,  hydrocephalus,  or  a 
mixture  of  the  two.  In  some  in- 
fants the  convulsions  become  chro- 
nic, but  far  more  frequently  they 
are  acute,  of  a  few  days  or  a  few 
hours'  standing.  During  the  fit, 
the  child  is  insensible  ;  dragged 
about  by  spasms,  with  fixing,  or 
staring,  or  partial  closure  of  the 
eyes,  and  disloition  of  the  fea- 
tuies,  which  daiken,  and  assume 
an  ashy  lint.  The  fontanel  often 
throbs,  and  the  scalp  may  be  hot. 
There  is  evident  analogy  between 
these  infant  fits,  and  those  of  pu- 
erperal women.  A  single  pa- 
roxysm may  destroy,  but  more 
generally  not  so.  When  the  child, 
in  slumbering,  is  twitched  gently, 
and  smiles,  and  half  discloses  the 
eyes,  and  looks  very  charming — 
with  rosy  cheeks  and  brightened 
eyeballs,  and  a  mind  more  active 
than  ordinary ,  convulsions  may  be 
apprehended.  These  smaller 
symptoms  are  called  inward  fits. 
Our  predecessors,  besotted  with 
superstition,  always  prone  to  as- 
cribe nervous  affections  to  demo- 
niacal agencies,  Ic^^yiv  it  into  their 
heads,  that  infants,  when  dosing, 
smiling  convulsively,  and  starting, 
were  holding  converse  with  some 
airy  being,  charuied  with  their 
tender  graces,  and  that  the  con- 


vulsions which  followed  were  oc- 
casioned by  a  desperate  struggle 
to  escape  from  his  grasp.  This 
explained  why  children,  the  most 
forw'ard  and  beautiful,  as  before 
observed,  are  most  liable  to  this 
disease.  There  is  a  very  pretty 
catch,  called  the  Erl  King,  which 
turns  entirely  on  this  piece  of 
foolery.  Evening  is  often  the 
apparent  cause  of  the  cephalic 
affections  in  children,  and  to  this, 
as  the  song  runs,  the  infant  is  ex- 
posed. The  reign  of  imagination 
is  likely  to  cease,  when  that  of 
knowledge  is  established,  and  then 
— the  dull  realities  of  life  and 
feelings,  like  those  of  five-and- 
forty.  The  real  cause  of  the 
beauty,  the  brilliancy,  the  pre- 
cocity, the  dissolution  of  the  child, 
is  the  press  of  the  blood  towards 
the  brain,  and  perhaps  of  the  teeth 
towards  Uie  gums.  This  gives 
glow  to  the  cheek  and  splendor 
to  the  eye,  and  activity  to  the 
intellect,  and  death  to  the  mo- 
ther's hopes.  Among  the  lower 
classes  of  the  South  of  Europe, 
if  I  ain  rightly  informed,  nothing 
alarms  the  mother  more  than  the 
commendation  of  her  infant's 
beauty.  The  dread  of  Nemesis 
seems  still  to  prevail  even  in 
Christian  Italy,  and  such  praise 
is  supposed,  in  some  unknown 
manner,  to  exert  malignant  in- 
fluence. I  have  myself  more 
than  once  been  told  with  tears, 
that  just  before  the  fit  some  friend 
had  been  remarking,  "  how  pret- 
ty the  child  looks  ;"  but  enough 
of  this.  Tumors,  effused  water, 
effused  blood,  and  accumulation, 
and  hurried  circulation  in  the  ce- 
rebral vessels,  appear  to  be,  in 
most  instances,  among  the  more 
immediate  causes  of  this  disease  ; 
and  of  these  causes,  congestion 
and  aqueous  effusion  are  the  most 
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frequent.  Blood  is,  I  believe, 
rarely  poured  out,  and  tumors 
are  uncommon.  All  these  causes, 
perhaps^  operate  hy  pressure,  but 
I  doubt.  Full  diet,  damp  air,  ir- 
ritation in  the  primae  viae,  denti- 
tion, hooping  cough,  measles,  and 
other  acute  diseases,  are  the 
more  common  remoter  causes, 
and  the  convulsive  and  hydroce- 
phalic affections  may  arise  without 
any  very  obvious  excitement. 
The  evacuations  are  generally 
knotty,  mucous,  serous,  and  green. 
Scrofulous  constitutions  appear  to 
be  especially  prone  to  the  disease. 

(To  be  continued.) 


III. 

On  the  Secale  Cornutum. 

By  Gideon  Mantell,  Esq.  F.R.S. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  London  Medi- 
cal Gazette, 

Gentlemen, 

Although  the  publications  of 
Dr.  Nealeand  Mr.  Mitchell  have 
directed  the  attention  of  the  pro- 
fession to  the  use  of  ergot  of  rye, 
in  protracted  parturition,  yet  as 
this  remedy,  like  every  new  one, 
will  have  many  prejudices  to  en- 
counter before  it  is  allowed  a 
place  in  the  materia  medica  of 
the  accoucheur,  I  beg  to  lay  be- 
fore your  readers  a  brief  state- 
ment of  my  experience  of  its  ef- 
fects, in  the  hope  of  inducing  oth- 
er practitioners  to  give  it  a  fair 
and  immediate  trial. 

During  the  last  three  months  I 
have  administered  the  eraot  either 
in  powder  or  in  the  form  of  tinc- 
ture in  about  thirty  cases,  and  the 
following  is  the  result  of  my  ob- 
servations. 

1.  The  secale  cornutum  has, 
in  no  instance,  produced  any 
alarraii.g, symptom  ;  the  powder 


was  a  most  effectual  preparation 
in  doses  of  from  ten  to  thirty 
grains.  The  tincture  was  best 
adapted  for  a  delicate  stomach. 

2.  It  never  failed  to  excite  ute- 
rine action,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  cases,  expedite  deli- 
very. In  twenty-three  cases 
strong  expulsive  pains  were  in- 
duced in  from  ten  to  twenty  mi- 
nutes after  its  exhibition,  and  the 
labors  terminated  favorably  in  a 
period  varying  from  a  few  mi- 
nutes to  an  hour  and  a  half.  All 
these  were  protracted  labors,  in 
which  the  pains  were  either  very 
slight  and  ineffectual,  or  had  en- 
tirely ceased  when  the  ergot  was 
given  ;  so  that  no  doubt  could  ex- 
ist of  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy. 

3.  In  plethoric  habits,  when 
the  pains  were  frequent  but  una- 
vailing,   venesection  was  found 
necessary  before  the  administra-  ^ 
tion  of  the  ergot. 

4.  In  a  case  where  much  con- 
stitutional irritability  prevailed, 
the  medicine  occasioned  the  most 
excruciating  pains,  apparently 
without  expediting  delivery  ;  m 
other  cases  of  this  kind,  a  large 
dose  of  laudanum  was  administer- 
ed, and  when  the  pains  had  en- 
tirely subsided  the  ergot  was 
given,  and  produced  the  happiest 
effects. 

5.  In  abortions  where  the  pla- 
centa was  retained,  the  ergot 
checked  the  haemorrhage  and  oc- 
casioned the  exj)ulsion  of  the  af- 
ter-birth :  in  these  cases  from  ten 
to  fifteen  grains  of  the  powder 
were  given,  and  repeated  accord- 
ing to  the  urgency  of  the  symp- 
toms. 

In  short,  gentlemen,  limited  as 
my  experience  has  been  of  the 
effects  of  the  ergot,  I  cannot  he- 
sitate to  express  my  conviction 
that  this  medicine  possesses  all 
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the  properties  that  have  been  as- 
cribed to  it  by  its  vvardiest  advo- 
cates, and  will  be  found,  if  admi- 
nistered with  due  precaution,  one 
of  the  most  valuable  agents  the 
accoucheur  can  possess. 

Haviua:  some  time  since  observ- 
.  ••• 

ed,  in  a  contemporary  medical 
journal,  remarks  from  several 
correspondents  on  the  most  effect- 
ual means  of  suppressing  uterine 
haemorrhage  after  delivery,  I 
would  beg  to  offer  to  the  inexpe- 
rienced accoucheur  a  few  obser- 
vations on  this  important  subject. 
In  cases  of  uterine  haemorrhage 
the  usual  practice  of  removing 
the  placenta  with  one  hand,  while 
firm  pressure  is  made  on  the  ab- 
domen with  the  other,  and  the 
uterus  grasped,  as  it  were,  till  it 
contracts  upon,  and  expels  the 
hand  introduced,  the  immediate 
application  of  a  cloth,  or  bandage, 
round  the  body,  and,  when  re- 
quired, the  free  application  of 
napkins,  wet  with  cold  water  and 
vinegar,  have,  with  but  two  ex- 
ceptions, been  the  only  means  I 
have  found  necessary  to  employ  in 
upwards  of  two  thousand  cases. 
In  the  instances  alluded  to,  passive 
haemorrhasfe  continuinsr  after  the 
removal  of  the  placenta,  the  va- 
gina was  plugged  with  pieces  of 
soft  napkins,  and  both  the  patients 
recovered.  Nothing  has  appear- 
ed to  me  to  be  so  effectual  in  the 
prevention  of  haemorrhage  and 
syncope  as  the  simple  expedient 
of  having,  at  the  commencement 
of  labor,  a  cloth,  or  napkin,  pin- 
ned or  tied  round  the  abdomen,  so 
as  to  afford  moderate  support. 
This  should  be  tightened  when  the 
child  is  born^  and  firmly  secured 
so  soon  as  the  placenta  is  expelled  : 
and  I  would  strongly  recommend 
the  medical  attendant  to  apply 
the  bandage  himself,  and  not  leave 
it  to  the  nurse.    The  practitioner 


has  now  a  most  powerful  remedy 
in  the  secale  cornutiim  :  when- 
ever haemorrhage  is  threatened 
after  the  removal  of  the  placenta, 
a  moderate  dose  should  be  given  ; 
— under  any  circumstances  it  can 
do  no  harm. 


IV. 

SELECTIONS    FROM  FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Pathology  of  Dyspepsia, 
1.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  muscular  action  of  the  stomach 
may  be  deficient,  so  that  the  ali- 
mentary matters  remaining  in  it  too 
long,  are  imperfectly  changed,  and 
pass  into  chemical  decompositions. 

2.  There  may  be  a  deficiency  of 
the  intestinal  action,  interteriug  with 
the  second  stage  of  digestion,  and 
giving  rise  to  imperfect  chylification. 

3.  The  fluids  may  be  deficient 
in  quantity,  or  morbid  in  quality,  so 
as  to  derange  the  process  in  various 
ways.  We  see  in  certain  cases  a 
fluid  brought  up  in  large  quantities, 
in  a  morbidly  tenacious  state,  quite 
different  from  the  healthy  appearance 
of  the  fluids  of  the  stomach  ;  and  we 
have  reason  to  believe  that  similar 
changes  may  take  place  in  the  other 
fluids  concerned  in  digestion. 

If  the  mucous  membrane  be  mor- 
bidly irritable,  the  muscular  coat  will 
probably  be  too  easily  excited  to  ac- 
tion. If  this  occur  in  the  stomach, 
the  articles  will  not  be  allowed  to 
remain  a  sufficient  time  for  digestion  ; 
but  after  producing  uneasiness,  they 
will  either  be  rejected  by  vomiting, 
or  propelled  in  a  half-digested  state 
into  the  intestine.  If  the  irritability 
occur  in  the  intestine,  the  articles 
may  undergo  their  proper  change  in 
the  stomach,  but  will  be  propelled 
too  rapidly  through  the  intestinal  ca- 
nal, without  time  being  afforded  for 
the  complete  process  of  healthy  chy- 
lification. 

The  following  rules,  although  con- 
taining nothing  of  absolute  novelty, 
are  important; — 
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I.  It  appears  that  the  muscular 
action  of  the  stomach  is  both  more 
vigorous  and  more  extensive  when 
its  contents  are  in  small  quantity  than 
when  it  is  much  distended  ;  and  if 
we  suppose  the  fluids  of  the  stomach 
to  be  secreted  in  nearly  a  uniform 
quantity,  their  action  must  also  be 
greatly  regulated  by  the  quantity  of 
matter  which  they  have  to  act  upon  ; 
hence  the  indispensable  importance 
in  dyspeptic  cases  of  restricting  the 
food  to  such  a  quantity  as  the  sto- 
mach shall  be  found  capable  of  di- 
gesting in  a  healthy  manner.  This 
is  unquestionably  the  first  and  great 
principle  in  the  treatment  of  indi- 
gestion ;  and  without  invariable  at- 
tention to  it,  no  other  means  will  be 
of  the  smallest  avail. 

II.  It  appears  that  various  arti- 
cles of  food  are  of  various  degrees 
of  solubility  in  the  stomach.  When, 
therefore,  digestion  is  apt  to  be  easily 
impaired,  it  will  be  of  the  greatest 
importance  not  only  to  avoid  articles 
which  are  of  difficult  solution,  but 
also  to  avoid  mixing  various  articles 
which  are  of  different  degrees  of  so- 
lubility. Attention  to  this  rule  will 
probably  favor  in  a  great  measure 
the  process  of  chymification  going 
on  in  a  regular  and  healthy  manner, 
by  avoiding  a  state  in  which  the  so- 
lution of  one  article  may  be  more 
advanced  than  that  of  another.  The 
articles  of  most  easy  solution  ap|)ear 
to  be  solid  animal  food,  and  white 
fish,  both  plainly  dressed  ;  vegetables 
are  less  soluble  ;  and  among  the  ar- 
ticles of  more  difficult  solution,  ap- 
pear to  be  fatty  substances,  tendinous 
and  cartilaginous  parts,  concrete  al- 
bumen, the  epidermis  of  fruits,  and, 
according  to  some,  mucilaginous  and 
sweet  vegetables.  From  some  ex- 
periments of  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  it  is 
supposed  that  the  solubility  of  animal 
food  is  in  the  order  of  pork,  mutton, 
veal,  and  beef.  Articles  in  small 
pieces  are  much  more  speedily  dis- 
solvegd  tan  in  larger,  the  action  be- 
nfonu  hdi  n  qegito  at  the  circumfe- 
rence of  the  portion  ;  and  hence  the 
importance  of  careful  mastication. 


III.  If  digestion  go  on  more  slow- 
ly and  more  imperfectly  \\i<iu  in  the 
healthy  state,  another  inipi)rlant  rule 
will  be,  not  to  take  in  additional  food 
until  full  lime  has  been  piven  for  the 
solution  of  the  former.  If  the  healfhy 
period  be  four  or  five  hours,  the  dys- 
peptic should  probably  allow  six  or 
seven.  The  injudicious  infringement 
of  this  rule  by  a  breakfast,  a  meat 
lunch,  and  a  dinner,  all  within  the 
space  of  seven  or  eight  hours,  is  too 
obvious  to  require  a  single  observa- 
tion.— London  Medical  Gazette. 

Flora  BeJgica. — The  first  volume 
of  a  work,  under  this  title,  has  just 
been  published,  by  two  excellent  bo- 
tanists, MM.  Le  Jeune  and  Courtois, 
containing  597  species,  arranged  ac- 
cording to  the  Linna^an  system,  and 
extending,  inclusively,  to  Peniandria 
polygynia. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Dr.  Brewster's  paper  on  Abortion 
is  received,  and  will  appear  in  the 
next  number. — Ed. 


WEEKLY  KEPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 


Ending  February  13,  at  noon. 


1.  6.  John  Bennet, 

58  yrs. 

7.  Etiza  O'Donnel, 

6 

Lydia  Ellis, 

73 

Sarah  Carter, 

48 

Azariah  Dickinson, 

77 

Mary  E.  Barber, 

21-2 

8.  Hannah  Foot, 

76 

Abel  Billings, 

50 

Theodore  A.  Simmons, 

10  mo. 

Samuel  Winslow, 

6  w. 

9.  John  Hallam, 

88  yrs. 

10.  Hannah  Lambert, 

80 

Rebecca  Dean, 

70 

George  M.  Frost, 

2  1-2 

Thomas  Reed, 

39 

Franklin  Hastings, 

2  1-2 

Kendall  Pearson, 

27 

11.  Albert  Douglas, 

24 

Harriet  Prescott, 

24 

12.  Joseph  T.  Edmands, 

13 

13.  John  Hill, 

2 

Apoplexy,  1 — convulsions,  1 — consumption, 
4 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  4 — intemperance,  1 — 
inflammation  on  the  lungs,  1 — jaundice,  1 — 
old  age,  4 — pleurisy,  1 — suffocation,  1 — un- 
known, 2.  Males,  13— females,  8.  Stillborn^ 
2.    Total,  23. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
CURVED  SPINE. 

BR.  GRIGG  informs  the  Profession 
that  he  has  lately  made  a  new  and 
important  improvement  in  machines  for 
Diseases  of  the  Spine.  From  his  success 
in  its  application,  and  from  the  unqualifi- 
ed approbatioti  it  has  received  fropi  the 
most  disting-uished  Surg^eons  and  Physi- 
cians in  Boston,  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia, he  confidently  presents  it  to  pub- 
lic notice. 

The  benefit  attendant  on  its  use  con- 
vinces him  that  most  of  the  cases  of  de- 
formity dependent  on  curvature  of  the 
spine,  may  be  perfectly  cured,  and  many 
of  those  which  have  been  considered  in- 
curable may  by  this  apparatus  be  very 
much  relieved.  Feb.  3. 

Boston,  30  Atkinson  Street. 


MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE' 
AT  BOWDOIN  COLLEGE. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  at 
the  Medical  School  of  Maine,  will 
commence  at  Brunswick  on  Tuesday, 
February  24,  1829,  and  will  continue 
three  months. 

Theor;>y  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John 
Dei.amatter,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surg'ery 
Western  Col.  Phys.  and  Surg.  N.  York. 

Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  Parker 
Cleavelanb,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  John  D.  Wells, 
M.D. 

Obstretrics,  James  McKean,  M.D. 

Degrees  are  conferred,  after  the  usual 
examination,  at  the  close  of  the  Lectures, 
and  at  the  annual  commencement  in 
September. 

The  Library  and  Cabinet  have  receiv- 
ed considerable  additions,  and  the  Lec- 
ture-Rooms have  been  enlarged,  since 
the  last  course  of  Lectures.  4t. 

Brunswick,  Jan.  1,  1829. 


LECTURES  ON  ANATOMY. 

TICKETS  of  admission  to  Dr.  J.  V.  C. 
SMITirS  Evening  Lectures  on  An- 
atomy, may  be  obtained  at  OliEWER 
BilO  rilERS,  Apothecaries,  Washington 
Street.  Feb.  17. 


EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

RICHARD  A.  NEWELL,  Druggist, 
91,  Summer  Street,  has  on  hand  a 
small  lot  of  EUROPEAN  LEECHES,  in 
excellent  order,  arid  of  very  large  size, 
"which  he  will  sell  at  a  fair  price. 

N.  B.    Leeches  applied  as  usual,  or 
sent  to  any  part  of  the  city.  4t. 
Feb.  24. 


SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  &  JOHN  HENSHAW  &:  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head, 
of  Central  Wh?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 


CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 

THE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
lance for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  White"'s, 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 
mined, or  the  other  proper  measures  to  be 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express- 
ly disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.  This  machine  has  received 
the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  ap})lication  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston^  Feb.  6,  1829. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
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paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  h-alf  if  not  paid  within  ti.rcc  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
Hot  paid  witliin  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

Facts  and  Remarks  relating;  to  the 
Influence  of  decomposing  Animal 
Matter  in  producing  Fevers, 

(Continued  from  p.  24.) 

The  facts  stated  in  the  two  pre- 
ceding papers  are  of  some  impor- 
tance to  the  police  of  large  towns. 

Wherever  considerable  bodies 
of  men  are  collected  together, 
cleanliness  is  as  necessary  to 
health  as  it  is  to  comfort.  The 
means  employed  to  obtain  and 
preserve  it,  must  be  regulated  by 
a  knowledge  of  such  facts  as  we 
have  been  calling  into  notice,  and 
not  by  prejudices  and  visionary 
theories,  such  as  form  the  basis 
of  the  police  of  a  great  number 
of  cities,  and  the.  consequence  of 
which  must  be  an  ill-directed  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money. 
Large  sums  are  appropriated  to 
objects  of  comparatively  small 
importance,  and  a  disproportionate 
share  is  left  for  those  which  are 
great,  and  indispensable  to  the 
security  of  the  public. 

Let  us  apply  the  facts  before 
stated,  and  the  inferences  which 
may  be  derived  from  them  legi- 
timately, to  some  of  the  objects 
of  the  police  of  large  cities. 

First,  we  may  consider  their 
application  to  the  interment  of 
dead  bodies  in  the  midst  of  towns. 


Nearly  all  the  well  authenticated 
facts  which  have  been  stated,  ap- 
pear to  justify  the  belief  that  bu- 
rying places  in  towns  are  perfect- 
ly innocent  in  producing  fevers  or 
other  malignant  diseases.  The 
case  of  the  cemetery  of  the  In- 
nocens  in  Paris,  taken  alone,  is 
quite  sufficient  to  show  that  ma- 
lignant fevers  are  not  generated 
by  such  causes.  At  least,  we 
must  so  consider  it,  unless  we  can 
adduce  positive,  countervailing 
facts.  That  cemetery,  consisting 
of  about  three  acres,  received,  it 
appears,  six  hundred  thousand 
bodies  :  thirty  thousand  had  been 
deposited  within  a  short  time, — 
ninety  thousand  within  the  life  of 
one  man.  The  soil  was  filled 
with,  or  composed  of,  an  immense 
mass  of  animal  matter,  and  this' 
being  elevated  above  the  sur- 
rounding grounds,  pressed  in  upon 
the  cellars  of  the  vicinity,  and 
filled  them  with  the  salts  and  oth- 
er combinations  arising  from  ani- 
mal matter.  But,  although  the 
neighboring  houses  were  greatly 
annoyed  by  the  influence  of  this 
formidable  accufn'ulation,  they 
were  not  the  seats  of  fevers  or 
other  diseases,  either  common  or 
contagious.  When  the  inconve- 
nience became  so  great  as  to  re- 
quire a  remedy,  then  the  bodies, 
in  every  stage  of  decomposition, 
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were  taken  up  and  removed,  un- 
ili^r  strong  apprehensions  of  ill 
coDsequeiices.  These  apprehen- 
sions proving  to  be  unfounded,  the 
removal  was  continued  without 
any  peculiar  precautions,  during 
summer  as  well  as  winter,  and  no 
diseai^e  either  attended  or  follow- 
ed this  extraordinar)'  disinterment. 

This  is  not  a  solitary  case. 
Similar  occurrences  have  been 
noticed  in  other  places,  and  they 
are  abundantly  sufficient  to  show 
that  there  is  no  ground  for  the 
apprehensions  that  burial  grounds 
cause  fevers  or  other  diseases. 

There  is  a  mode  in  which  very 
large  collections  of  putrefying 
bodies  may  be  mischievous  in 
towns, — this  is  by  contaminating 
the  water  of  wells.  The  analy- 
sis of  the  water  of  large  towns 
shows  that  a  certain  quantity  of 
foreign  substance,  apparently  ani- 
mal and  vegetable  matter,  is  found 
to  impregnate  and  render  it  im- 
pure. What  are  the  principal 
sources  of  such  impurities  ?  I 
suppose  them  to  proceed,  first, 
from  liquid  filth  thrown  on  the 
surface  of  the  earth;  second,  from 
badly  constructed  drains  in  the 
vicinity  ;  third,  from  neighboring 
vaults  ;  and,  lastly,  from  burial 
grounds,  whera  the  bodies  are 
deposited  in  graves,  or  accumu- 
lated in  masses  in  large  tombs. 

When  the  deposit  of  bodies  is 
made  in  family  tombs,  it  appears 
to  me  not  only  improbable,  but 
nearly  impossible  that  the  putre- 
fying mass  can  so  much  impreg- 
nate the  soil  as  to  penetrate  by 
infiltration  to  springs  or  wells. 
If  the  tombs  are  placed  under 
churches  or  other  edifices,  where 
the  water  from  rains  cannot 
reach  them,  there  can  be  no  in- 
filtration, and  of  course  no  injury 
to  the  springs  below. 


It  must  be  inferred,  then,  that 
the  contamination  of  the  waters 
of  cities,  from  cemeteries^  in  ge- 
neral, if  it  really  exists,  is  very 
slight,  and  certainly  less  than 
what  proceeds  from  other  causes; 
that  is,  from  drains,  vaults,  and 
house  filth. 

The  case  of  the  cemetery  of 
the  Innocens  has  been  considered 
above  to  be  conclusive,  if  no  po- 
sitive and^  satisfactory  facts  can 
be  adduced  on  the  other  side. 
Such  positive  facts  may  exist, 
but  I  must  confess  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  them.  During  the 
last  yellow  fever  of  New-York, 
much  was  said  of  the  fatal  effects 
of  the  emanations  from  Trinity 
Church  yard.  The  same  appre- 
hensions arose  in  regard  to  the 
burial  grounds  in  Philadelphia,  in 
the  yellow  fever  of  1798,  as  al- 
ready seen  in  the  quotation  from 
Dr.  Rush,  and  the  popular  feel- 
ing, as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  be- 
came strongly  excited.  In  con- 
ducting investigations  of  this  na- 
ture, however,  we  are  not  to  be 
influenced  by  popular  prejudice, 
nor  even  by  the  opinion  of  a  few 
medical  men,  who  have  precon- 
ceived opinions  to  support.  The 
question  should  be,  what  is  the 
opinion  of  the  medical  profession 
in  general,  or  that  portion  of  it 
which  have  experience  to  observe 
and  judgment  to  discriminate.  I 
do  not  recollect  that  the  body  of 
the  profession  have  ever  agreed 
in  the  admission  of  fever  from  a 
burying  ground,  in  this  or  any 
country  ;  and  it  seems  that  Dr. 
Rush,  certainly  an  acute  observ- 
er, was  of  an  opposite  opinion,  and 
probably  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
profession  in  the  city  in  which  he 
lived.  Dr.  R.  believed  that  the 
vicinity  of  the  burial  grounds  was 
more  healthy  than  other  places, 
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because  the  air  in  and  about  them 
was  less  confined.  This  opinion 
of  his  was  founded  on  actual  ob- 
servation, and  merits  great  atten- 
tion ;  for  it  shows  that  instead  of 
being  the  sources  of  disease,  the 
cemeteries  are  of  real  utility  in 
cities,  by  preserving  a  number  of 
spaces  where  the  air  may  freely 
circulate,  and  where  an  abundant 
vegetation  may  serve  to  disinfect 
and  purify  the  atmosphere. 

The  vegetable  growth  of  burial 
grounds  is  indeed  little  more  than 
the  common  herbage.  Its  influ- 
ence, though  not  great,  is  of  some 
value.  If  to  this  were  added 
plantations  of  trees,  the  burial 
grounds  would  certainly  be  most 
useful  to  the  public  health.  In 
what  manner  it  is  that'the  leaves 
of  trees  and  plants  render  the  at- 
mosphere salubrious,  has  not  been 
satisfactorily  shown.  That  they 
actually  change  the  qualities  of 
air,  by  absorbing  some  of  its  es- 
sential or  adventitious  properties 
and  exhaling  into  it  others,  is  be- 
yond a  doubt.  There  is,  also, 
much  reason  to  believe  that,  un- 
der ordinary  circumstances,  a  re- 
ciprocal and  beneficial  action  is 
exerted  on  the  atmosphere  by  the 
respiration  of  animals  and  plants. 
Trees  must  be  considered,  there- 
fore, of  great  benefit  to  cities. 
They  should  be  introduced  wher- 
ever there  is  room  for  them.  In 
public  and  open  cemeteries  they 
should  be  planted,  both  for  the 
purpose  of  purifying  the  air  by 
their  leaves,  and  of  imbibing,  by 
their  roots,  the  substances  pro- 
duced by  the  decomposition  of 
dead  bodies. 

In  connexion  wjth  this  subject, 
we  cannot  pass  over  a  report 
which  has  been  circulated  through 
the  United  States,  copied,  as  it 
should  seem,  from  a  French  jour- 


nal. In  this  we  are  told  that 
among  the  deputation  of  French 
savans  lately  embarked  for  Egypt, 
there  is  a  commission  of  medical 
men,  whose  object  is  to  ascertain 
the  origin  of  the  plague.  At  the 
head  of  this  commission  is  placed 
M.  Pariset,  who  has  distinguished 
himself  by  inventing  a  new  theory 
of  the  origin  of  the  plague.  He 
supposes  this  di~sease  to  be  gene- 
rated from  the  putrefaction  of 
dead  bodies,  which,  having  been 
buried,  are  uncovered  and  brought 
to  the  air  by  the  ii^undations  of  the 
Nile.  He  has  been  led  to  *  the 
construction  of  this  theory,  it  is 
said,  by  the  coincidence  of  the 
first  appearance  of  the  plague  in 
Egypt,  with  the  change  in  the 
practice  of  embalming  for  that  of 
interring  the  bodies  of  the  dead. 
This  wonderful  coincidence  is,  we 
are  told,  sufficient  to  justify  M. 
Pariset  in  the  doctrine  that  the 
plague  is  the  offspring  of  animal 
decomposition. 

To  the  physicians  of  this  coun- 
try, the  statement  of  such  a  doc- 
trine is  a  sufficient  refutation  of 
it.  If  there  are  any  persons  not 
conversant  in  medical  matters 
who  have  been  influenced  by  such 
a  fancy,  we  refer  them  to  the 
facts  already  quoted  from  difl'er- 
ent  authors,  and  particularly  to 
that  which  refers  to  the  putrefy- 
ing substance  thrown  into  the  ca- 
nal of  Cairo  ;  and  that  in  which  it 
appears  that  officers  and  soldiers 
passed  and  repassed  the  bodies  of 
the  dead  near  the  bay  of  Aboukir, 
in  the  most  active  putrefaction 
and  the  hottest  weather,  without 
ill  consequence. 

As  to  the  fact  that  bodies  are 
washed  out  of  their  graves  by  the 
inundation  of  the  Nile,  we  know 
nothing  ;  but  we  do  know  that  it 
is  after  the  inundation  of  the  Nile 
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that  the  whole  country  is  filled 
with  the  miasmata  from  decom- 
posing vegetables,  rotted  by  the 
moisture  of  the  Nile  and  the  heat 
of  the  san ;  and  we  also  know 
that  there  is  no  inundation  to  un- 
cover the  dead  bodies  of  the  city 
of  Constantinople,  and  other 
places,  where  the  plague  is  con- 
tinually appearing. 

If  M.  Pariset  is  the  same  gen- 
tleman who  belonged  to  the 
French  commission  sent  to  Cadiz 
and  Seville,  a  few  years  since, 
to  investigate  the  yellow  fever, 
and  who  published  a  splendid 
quarto  volume,  with  a  number  of 
terrifying  engravings  of  this  dis- 
ease, it  is  to  be  feared  his  labors 
will  not  bring  to  light  any  impor- 
tant phenomena  which  have  es- 
caped the  experience  of  Russell 
and  the  sagacity  of  Senac. 

Let  us  next  proceed  to  consider 
the  application  of  the  preceding 
facts  to  the  vaults  and  drains  of 
cities. 

Vaults,  constructed  as  they  now 
are,  and  thrust  into  our  very 
houses,  by  the  habits  and  wants 
of  large  towns,  are  a  most  serious 
annoyance  to  the  senses.  Their 
effluvia  is  so  generally  experienc- 
ed, as  to  afford  abundant  opportu- 
nities for  proving  that  they  do  not 
generate  fevers.  Few  persons 
maintain  that  they  do  so,  and  w^e 
shall  not  waste  time  in  demon- 
strating the  non-existence  of  a 
power  which  is  not  generally  be- 
lieved in.  The  harmlessness  of 
such  exhalations  might  be  advanc- 
ed as  a  proof,  on  a  large  scale,  of 
the  innocence  of  decomposing  ani- 
mal substances  in  causing  fevers. 
We  do  not,  however,  consider 
them  as  affording  any  such  proof; 
and  not  having  a  particular  theory 
to  support,  shall  not  press  into  our 
service  any  facts  which  do  not  le- 


gitimately belong  to  it.  The  con- 
tents of  vaults  are  not  animal  sub- 
stances ;  and,  although  in  their 
chemical  composition  they  are  in 
some  respects  the  same,  the  state 
in  which  their  constituents  exist 
is  such  as  to  compose  a  totally 
different  matter. 

Although  not  mischievous  in 
breeding  fevers,  vaults  are  per- 
nicious in  another  way  ;  that  is, 
by  corrupting  the  wells.  Their 
semi-liquid  contents,  accumulat- 
ing as  they  do  to  a  large  mass, 
come  at  length  to  exert  a  consi- 
derable pressure  on  the  soil 
around.  Portions  of  liquids  are, 
in  consequence,  forced  into  the 
neighboring  earth  ;  and  when,  as 
often  happens,  they  are  near  to 
wells,  they  enter  them,  and  im- 
pair the  purity  of,  or  in  some  in- 
stances wholly  spoil  the  water. 
This  may  be  prevented,  as  I  am 
told  by  a  medical  friend,  by  addi- 
tional boxing  and  curbing  the  well 
to  the  depth  of  about  twenty  feet.* 


*  The  water  of  a  larg-e  part  of  our  wells 
is  not  the  best  qualified  for  use.  The  im- 
purity introduced  by  animal  and  vegeta- 
ble matters  is  generally  slight,  and  may 
be  removed  by  boiling.  A  more  impor- 
tant impurity  is  that  from  the  multitude 
of  saline  substances  taken  up  in  the  pas- 
sage of  water  through  the  earth,  and 
which  render  it  hard  or  brackish.  Such 
water  is  always  improper,  and  sometimes 
very  injurious  in  complaints  of  the  diges- 
tive and  urinary  organs.  Clear  rain  wa- 
ter, and  that  of  the  aqueduct  from  Jamai- 
ca pond,  is  more  conducive  to  health  and 
better  for  cookery.  A  copious  supply  of 
good  water  would  greatly  improve  the 
health  of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  In  de- 
fect of  this,  every  one  who  builds  a  house 
for  his  own  use,  should  construct  as  large 
and  deep  a  rain-wat(;r  cistern  as  he  can 
obtain  ;  and  he  must  take  care  to  have  it 
supplied  from  the  higher  parts  of  his  edi- 
fices, and  avoid  that  from  low  sheds  and 
outhouses.  In  this  way  he  may  command 
an  invaluable  supply  of  the  most  whole- 
some water.  Many  persons  object  to  the 
use  of  rain  water  as  uncleanly  ;  its  clean- 
liness depends,  however,  on  the  manner 
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This  improvement  will  not,  how- 
ever, be  generally  resorted  to  by 
those  who  build  on  speculation, 
and  we  must  therefore  seek  some 
other  remedy.  Such  a  remedy 
may  be  found  ;  one  of  general  and 
easy  application,  which  I  shall 
presently  indicate. 

Common  sewers  and  drains,  or 
subterraneous  passages  for  con- 
veying away  liquid  filth,  are  of 
great  importance  in  a  crowded 
population.  In  Rome  and  some 
other  European  cities,  these  ex- 
cavations are  of  such  magnitude 
as  to  give  passage  to  a  cart  and 
horses.  Some  of  the  cities  of 
this  country  are  well  drained, 
while  others  are  surprisingly  neg- 
lected. In  the  city  of  New-York, 
the  whole  atmosphere  is  impreg- 
nated, in  hot  weather,  with  efflu- 
via from  house  filth,  thrown  on 
the  surface  of  the  earth  and  stag- 
nating in  yards  and  streets.  Such 
an  atmosphere  is  very  uncomfort- 
able and  may  predispose  to  fever. 
That  from  this  cause  the  yellow 
fever  has  ever  been  generated,  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Boston  is  tolerably  well  drain- 
ed. Nature  has  given  it  advan- 
tages for  carrying  off  its  liquid 
filth  which  all  cities  do  not  pos- 
sess. Many  of  the  common  sew- 
ers, and  nearly  all  the  house  drains 
are,  however,  wretchedly  con- 


in  which  it  is  received  and  preserved. 
These  individuals  should  recollect  that 
the  spring  water  is  nothing-  more  than  the 
rains  percolated  through  the  earth  ;  and 
their  prejudices,  perhaps,  may  be  further 
diminished,  by  knowing  that  many  cities, 
even  in  warm  latitudes,  are  supplied 
wholly  from  this  source.  The  prejudice 
against  soft  water,  or,  in  other  words, 
pure  water,  is  so  great  in  Boston,  that  I 
have  repeatedly  known  a  spring  of  the 
purest  and  softest  water  wholly  deserted 
for  another  in  its  yicinity,  which  had 
more  taste,"  or,  in  other  words,  was 
brackish. 


structed.  They  are  composed  of 
a  channel  between  two  rows  of 
bricks,  placed  on  a  board  and  co- 
vered by  uneven  slates  and  shav- 
ings of  wood.  Liquids,  of  course, 
are  not  confined  in  this  passage. 
They  exude  from  its  sides,  pene- 
trate the  surrounding  soil,  and 
make  their  way  into  wells,  cis- 
terns, and  cellars.  Often  we  find 
a  well  is  to  be  newly  dug  to  get 
rid  of  a  source  of  impurity,  which 
might  be  expelled  at  a  cheaper 
rate  by  building  a  good  drain. 
Within  a  few  years,  a  great  im- 
provement has  been  made  by  sub- 
stituting the  cylindrical  brick 
sewer,  which  is  impervious  and 
durable. 

These  drains  are  used  for  con- 
veying the  washings  of  houses  on- 
ly. There  is  another  important 
use  to  which  they  should  also  be 
applied, — the  draining  of  the  flu- 
ids of  vaults.  It  has  been  already 
shown  that  these  fluids  make  so 
great  pressure  as  to  foice  the 
walls  which  contain  them,  conta- 
minate the  surrounding  earth,  and 
sometimes  find  a  course  to  neigh- 
boring wells.  There  is  no  mode 
in  which  this  can  so  easily  be  re- 
medied as  by  making  a  passage 
from  the  vault  to  the  nearest 
drain.  There  should,  I  conceive, 
be  an  ordinance  of  the  police,  that 
every  vault  hereafter  built  should 
have  an  aperture,  covered  by  a 
proper  strainer,  placed  at  a  cer- 
tain height  from  its  bottom,  and 
communicating  with  a  drain  in 
such  a  way  as  to  carry  off  all  the 
fluids  deposited  there  into  the 
common  sewer.  This  plan  would 
have  three  important  advantages. 
First,  it  would  prevent  these  flu- 
ids from  entering  the  wells  ;  se-  - 
cond,  it  would  lessen  the  effluvia, 
by  conveying  away  the  liquid  and 
more  volatile  contents,  and  keep- 
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ing  the  mass  more  distant  from 
the  surface  of  the  earth  ;  third, 
this  would  make  it  unnecessary 
to  clear  out  these  places  fre- 
quently, and  thus  the  city  would 
be  saved  a  great  expense,  and  the 
senses  of  the  inhabitants  ahorrifcle 
and  frequent  nuisance. 

Should  it  be  apprehended  that 
a  communication  with  the  vaults 
would  contaminate  the  common 
sewers,  a  consideration  of  the  facts 
before  stated  will  wholly  remove 
the  ground  of  that  apprehension. 
The  house-washings,  containing 
vegetable  matters,  are  far  more 
dangerous  to  health  than  the  con- 
tents of  vaults.  Even  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that,  eo  far  from 
contaminating  the  sewers,  the  li- 
quids from  vaults  diminish  their 
bad  qualities.  Probably  they,  in 
some  degree,  decompose  the  ve- 
getable miasmata.  Hovveverthis 
may  be,  it  is  a  fact  which  I  hold 
from  the  most  intelligent  and  ob- 
serving inspectors  of  the  common 
sewers,  that  where  the  fluids  from 
vaults  have  mingled  with  the  or- 
dinary contents  of  these  recepta- 
cles, the  effluvia,  on  cleaning 
them,  is  less  offensive  to  the 
smell  than  usual. 

Vegetable  and  animal  sub- 
stances of  a  solid  nature  are,  in 
Boston,  placed  in  temporary  re- 
ceptacles and  carried  away  in 
carts.  This  is  the  only  mode  in 
which  they  can  be  disposed  of ; 
but  the  temporary  receptacle 
should  be  of  a  form  and  construc- 
tion regulated  by  the  police,  and 
the  vehicles  should  be  kept  in  a 
more  cleanly  state  than  has  been 
usual  ;  for  the  annoyance  produc- 
ed by  them  has  been  greater  than 
that  from  any  other  nuisance  to 
which  the  citizens  are  exposed. 

The  street  dirt,  in  a  northern 
city,  and  one  in  which  the  streets 


are  so  much  inclined  as  in  Boston, 
is  of  little  importance  to  health. 
For  the  sake  of  comfort,  the 
streets  should  be  sometimes 
swept,  and  the  carcases  of  dead 
animals  should  be  daily  removed  ; 
but  that  excessive  sweeping, 
which  leaves  the  pavements  un- 
supported and  endangers  the  limbs 
of  the  good  citizens  and  their 
horses,  is  neither  necessary  nor 
proper. 

As  these  remarks  are  intended 
to  aid  in  promoting  the  public 
health  in  Boston,  it  would,  per- 
haps, not  be  thought  irrelevant  to 
advert  to  two  topics,  closely  con- 
nected with  the  subject;  first,  the 
effect  of  the  vegetable  miasmata 
about  the  city  on  the  health  of  the 
citizens,  and,  second,  the  quaran- 
tine laws  for  preventing  the  in- 
troduction of  contagious  diseases. 
To  consider  these  subjects  with 
the  attention  their  importance 
might  demand,  would  too  much 
prolong  these  remarks.  In  regard 
to  the  first,  I  will  say  a  few  words 
only. 

The  malignant  epidemic  fever, 
called  yellow  fever,  which  has 
occasionally  shown  itself  in  Bos- 
ton to  a  limited  extent,  is  caused' 
by  the  miasmata  arising  from  the 
decomposition  of  vegetable  matters. 
These  miasmata  have  been  gene- 
rated in  a  particular  district  only. 
Why  they  have  not  existed  in  oth- 
er quarters,  I  will  not  undertake 
to  say.  Probably  it  is  in  this 
district  only  that  the  necessary 
degree  of  heat,  combined  with 
moisture  and  the  proper  material^ 
is  found  to  exist.  I  advert  to  this 
subject  principally  in  order  to 
state,  that  if  a  new  street  were 
made  on  the  outside  of  the  Jiiarshes 
or  flats  of  the  district  where  this 
disease  has  always  appeared,  and 
near  to  the  sea-channel,  the  cause 
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of  the  yellow  fever  inBoston  would 
probably  be  removed. 

As  to  the  quarantine  laws,  it 
is,  I  believe,  generally  agreed  on 
by  the  medical  profession,  that  in 
this  country  and  in  Europe  they 
are  based  on  false  principles  ;  of 
course,  are  more  likely  to  pro- 
duce than  to  prevent  disease;  and 
that  they  are  a  vexatious  and  use- 
less interference  with  the  inte- 
rests of  commerce.  When  the 
police  of  lars^e  cities  shall  be  go- 
verned by  enlightened  observation 
instead  of  popular  prejudice,  the 
quarantine  system  will  be  revised, 
rendered  more  efficient,  and  less 
onerous.*    There  is,  I  suspect. 


*  The  following  is  one  instance  of  the 
unfavorable  operation  of  the  quarantine 
laws. 

The  summer  of  the  year  1819  was  hot, 
and  some  appearances  of  malignant  fever 
in  Boston,  in  the  month  of  July,  excited 
alarm.  In  the  course  of  this  month,  ar- 
rived the  ship  Ten  Brothers,  from  Africa, 
by  the  way  of  the  West  Indies,  with  a 
cargo  composed  of  Coffee  and  other  arti- 
cles. Part  of  the  coffee  escaped  its  en- 
closures, and  being  acted  on  by  the  moist- 
ure in  the  hold  of  the  ship,  became  of- 
fensive. In  this  condition,  the  vessel  was 
made  to  perform  quarantine  the  usual 
term  in  a  burning  July  sun.  The  law, 
having  been  satisfied,  the  ship  was  allow- 
ed to  enter  Boston  harbor  ;  and  measures 
were  immediately  taken  to  fr€e  her  of  the 
offensive  bilge-water  and^utrid  vegetable 
substances  mixed  with  it. 

Nearly  all  the  persons  who  went  on 
board  that  ship  after  the  putrid  substances 
were  disturbed,  were  attacked  by  malig- 
nant fever,  and  to  the  number  of  ten  or 
twelve  died  in  from  three  to  five  days. 
Some  died  in  Boston  ;  two  in  Charlestown, 
near  Boston  ;  one  ,  in  Portsmouth,  sixty 
miles  from  Boston;  one  in  Portland,  a 
hundred  miles  from  Boston,  and  one  on 
Cape  Cod.  None  of  them  communicated 
the  disease  to  other  persons. 

Had  the  apprehensions  in  regard  to  this 
ship  been  directed,  not  to  any  supposed 
infection  contained  in  her,  but  to  that  ve- 
getable corruption  with  which  she  was 
charged,  the  evil  would  probably  have 
been  removed  eaily  enough  to  prevent  the 
-production  of  those"  fatal  malignant  fe- 
vers. 


no  place  where  a  greater  im- 
provement in  this  department  has 
been  effected  than  in  Boston. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  this 
paper  will,  I  hope,  be  found  to 
rest,  as  they  should  do,  on  facts  ; 
and  to  be  supported-by  the  expe- 
rience of  my  professional  breth- 
ren. If  they  were  the  doctrines 
or  the  theories  of  an  individual 
only,  they  would  not  and  ought 
not  to  have  that  influence  in  pub- 
lic improvements,  which  other- 
wise they  might  be  expected  to 
do.  Should  a  difference  of  opi- 
nion exist  on  any  important  point, 
I  hope  these  remarks  may  have 
the  effect  to  bring  it  forth  ;  to 
exhibit  the  results  of  greater  ex- 
perience and  sagacity,  and  thus 
to  aid  .  me  in  attaining  the  ob- 
jects  I  have  had  in  view, — the 
removal  of  prejudices  and  the 
promotion  of  the  public  health 
and  comfort.  J.  C.  W. 


II. 

Cases  of  Abortion, 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
tsurgical  Journal, 

By  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Brewster. 

Mrs.    suffered  an  abortion 

Aug.  27th,  1826,  at  the  close  of 
the  second  month  of  gestation. 
She  had  very  slight  hemorrhage, 
and  in  about  a  week  rode  two 
miles  in  a  chaise  and  returned  at 
evening.  She  retired  to  rest,  and 
was  awakened  from  sleep  by  pro- 
fuse hemorrhage  from  the  uterus. 
She  was  pale,  faint,  and  pulse 
almost  imperceptible.  Large 
cloths,  dipped  in  cold  vinegar  and 
water,  were  immediately  applied 
to  the  abdomen,  which  soon  check- 
ed the  flow  of  blood.  Coagula 
were  formed,  plugging  the  os  ute- 
ri, which  restrained  the  hemor- 
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rhage'untiljthey  were  discharged, 
when  the  flooding  was  renewed. 
She  continued  in  this  alarming 
state  for  about  seven  days,  with- 
out the  true  cause  of  the  hemor- 
rhage having  been  suspected.  It 
was  ascribed  to  riding  too  soon, 
before  the  bloodvessels  of  the 
uterus  had  regained  their  tone. 
But  at  length  a^jcoagulum  protrud- 
ed the  external  orifice,  of  more 
than  ordinary  size  and  density. 
A  putrid  smell  being  perceived, 
led  us  to  suspect  a  retention  of 
the  placenta  being  the  cause  of 
the  flooding.  The  mass  that  fill- 
ed the  OS  uteri  was  removed,  and 
to  our  great  satisfaction  the  he- 
morrhage ceased.  It  proved  to 
be  the  placenta,  which  we  sup- 
posed had  been  expelled  with 
coagula  at  the  time  of  abortion. 
The  above  case  shows  the  neces- 
sity of  careful  examinations  of  the 
discharges  after  abortions,  and  of 
the  importance  of  rest  until  the 
placenta  is  expelled. 

Case  II.  shows  the  effect  of 
Sac.  Saturni  in  curing  uterine  he- 
morrhage. 

Mrs.   had  an  abortion  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  second  month, 
which  took  place  June  28th,  1827. 
The  discharge  of  blood  was  mo- 
derate, and  the  placenta  was  re- 
tained. Manual  assistance  was 
of  no  avail,  for  it  could  not  be 
reached.  Frequent  discharges 
of  blood  occurred,  which  were 
very  alarming  to  the  patient,  al- 
though not  very  profuse.  In  about 
eight  or  ten  days,  the  placenta 
was  thrown  off  by  the  efforts  of 
the  uterus.  Blood  still  continued 
to  flow  from  the  uterus  at  inter- 
vals, and  sometimes  a  constant 
stillicidium  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time.  The  patient  was 
confined  to  a  recumbent  posture, 


expecting  the  discharge,  which 
was  supposed  to  be  of  a  lochial 
nature,  to  cease.  But  in  this  we 
were  disappointed  ;  and  after 
waiting  a  reasonable  time,  admi- 
nistered calomel,  sulphate  of  cop- 
per, alum,  kino,  and,  by  advice 
of  a  neighboring  physician,  tinct. 
canth.  But  my  patient  was  still 
kept  in  a  state  of  debility  by  fre- 
quent discharges  of  blood.  I  then 
administered  sac.  sat.,  2  to  3  grs., 
ipecac,  1  gr.  ;  opii,  |  gr.  ;  every 
six  hours.  This  remedy  soon  had 
the  effect  of  stopping  the  hemor- 
rhage, and  my  patient  convalesced. 

Case  III.  is  noticed  to  manifest 
the  effect  of  Ergot  and  Ens  Ve- 
neris on  a  case  of  retention  of  the 
placenta,  which  occurred  June, 
1828. 

In  this  case,  the  abortion  oc- 
curred in  the  fourth  month,  the 
foetus  was  expelled  without  pro- 
fuse hemorrhage,  and  the  placen- 
ta retained.  The  attending  phy- 
sician told  the  patient  that  the 
placenta  was  detached,  and  that 
a  cathartic  would  cause  its  ex- 
pulsion. The  cathartic  was  ta- 
ken, but  the  placenta  was  not 
thrown  off.  On  the  fourth  day  I 
was  called,  and  on  examination, 
found  the  os  uteri  to  admit  only 
one  finger,  and  that  the  placenta 
could  not  be  felt.  There  was  no 
hemorrhage,  but  a  violent  oppres- 
sion and  spasmodic  pain  at  the 
stomach.  Opium,  in  large  doses, 
gave  relief.  Another  cathartic 
was  administered,  and  stimulating 
glysters,  but  without  any  effect 
as  to  removing  the  placenta.  A 
subsequent  examination  showed 
that  the  os  uteri  was  enlarged, 
and  the  placenta  could  be  felt, 
but  appeared  adherent  and  could 
not  be  removed.  Ergot  was  ad- 
ministered, in  as  large  doses  as 
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the  stomach  could  bear,  for  forty- 
eight  hours,  without  causing  any 
uterine  pains  or  any  perceptible 
effect  on  the  placenta.  1  then 
directed  ens  veneris,  ferum  am- 
moniacale,  in  teaspoonful  doses, 
every  six  hours,  to  be  taken  in 
infusion  of  tansy.  Uterine  con- 
traction was  soon  perceived  by 
the  patient,  and  on  the  second  day 
the  expulsion  of  the  placenta  took 
place. 

Hampton^  Conn.,  Feb.,  1829. 


III. 

A  Case  of  Idiocy  following  Epilep- 
sy, with  the  Jlppearances  on  Ex- 
amination after  Death. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

J.  M.  B.  had  been  subject  to  epi- 
leptic convulsions  from  his  birth  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  a  period  of 
about  twenty-two  years.  Some- 
times he  would  have  several  fits 
in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours; 
at  other  times,  he  would  go  near- 
ly a  month  without  an  attack. 
His  stature  was  about  four  feet 
only,  and  his  body  and  limbs  were 
small  in  proportion,  excepting  his 
hands  and  organs  of  generation, 
which  were  as  large  as  of  a  man 
of  full  size.  When  calm  and  not 
provoked,  (for  he  was  easily  ex- 
cited to  violent  passion,)  his  coun- 
tenance and  figure,  while  standing 
up,  exhibited  most  perfect  idiocy. 
His  knees  partially  bent,  his  toes 
inclining  inwards,  his  shoulders 
protruding  forwards,  his  head  and 
face  a  little  turned  to  the  right 
side,  with  a  pouting  lip  and  tongue 
lolling  from  his  mouth, — all  con- 
tributed to  give  the  idea  that  men- 
tal capacity  was  wanting.  In 
fact,  his  mind  was  exceedingly 
imbecile  ;  though  at  times'  he 
would  display  a  degree  of  cunning 


such  as  could  hardly  be  reconciled 
with  his  usual  impotence.  The 
marks  of  puberty  appeared  as 
early  and  as  fully  as  usual,  and 
he  frequently  exhibited  great  de- 
sire to  gratify  the  sexual  appetite. 
A  few  weeks  before  his  death,  he 
beofan  to  show  si^ns  of  uncommon 
weakness,  though  without  any  in- 
creased frequency  of  the  fits, 
wiiich  were  soon  followed  by  ap- 
parent great  internal  distress.  He 
was  unable  to  tell  whence  his  un- 
easiness proceeded,  yet  it  was 
evident  from  a  continued  wringing 
and  twisting  of  his  body,  and  his 
frequent  loud  groans.  This  state 
continued  for  a  few  days,  vihen 
his  limbs  became  cold  and  his  lips 
purple,  and  he  Gradually  sunk 
without  convulsions.  He  became 
blind  a  short  time  before  death. 

Post-mortem  Examination,  fifty 
hours  after  death. — The  head  only 
w^as  examined.  External  appear- 
ance, nothing  unnatural,  except 
its  size,  which  was  quite  small. 
Internally,  the  dura  mater  was 
thought  to  adhere,  with  uncom- 
mon firmness,  to  the  cranial  bones. 
External  appearance  of  the  brain 
itself  quite  natural;  but  upon  slic* 
ing  the  cerebrum,  it  was  found 
much  harder,  or  of  much  greater 
consistence  than  common,  and  that 
the  medullary  bore  a  far  less  pro- 
portion to  the  cincritious  matter 
than  is  usual  in  sound  brains.  The 
septum  lucidum  had  the  appear- 
ance, and  almost  the  consistence 
of  cartilage.  The  lateral  ventri- 
cle, on  the  right  side,  was  natu- 
ral, excepting,  perhaps,  it  con- 
tained more  water  than  is  usual  ; 
but  in  tracing  the  posterior  horn 
of  the  left  lateral  ventricle,  at 
its  extremity  a  hole  was  discover- 
ed, large  enough  to  admit  the  end 
of  the  finger,  which  communicat. 
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ed  with  a  membranous  sac,  of 
about  the  size  of  an  English  vval- 
'  nut,  and  which  was  filled  with 
water.  When  the  sac  was  press- 
ed, the  water  passed  fi  eely  into 
the  ventricle.  At  its  most  ex- 
treme portion,  that,  viz.,  which 
was  the  posterior  termination  of 
the  left  hemisi)here,  the  mem- 
branes of  the  brain  only  remained, 
and  formed  the  sac  in  that  portion 
of  it,  the  substance  of  the  brain 
there  having  entirely  disappeared. 


IV. 

On  Liflammation  of  the  Placenta. 

By  S.  J.  Stratford,  Surgeon. 

That  inflammation  oftlie  placenta 
will  sojnetimes  occur  is,  I  believe, 
now  placed  beyond  all  doubt  :  the 
symptoms,  and  more  especially 
the  consequences,  do  not  appear 
to  be  fully  understood  :  perhaps, 
however,  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  following  cases  may 
tend  in  some  degree  to  illustrate 
them. 

About  the  middle  of  June,  1828, 
I  was  called  to  Mrs.  C.  who  be- 
lieved herself  in  about  the  third 
month  of  pregnancy.  She  had 
b^.en  attacked  with  pain  in  the 
back,  extending  down  the  thighs  ; 
it  had  come  on  gradually,  and  was 
attended  with  symptoms  of  fever  ; 
such  as  a  quick  pulse,  sickness  at 
stomach,  constipation,  &c.  These 
symptoms  increased  ;  she  was  at- 
tacked with  cold  shivers,  and  dis- 
charge of  blood  fi  om  the  uterus  : 
this  and  the  pains  increased  ;  and 
after  a  short  time  an  ovum  was 
discharged,  with  its  membranes, 
placenta,  &c.  The  pains  now 
somewhat  subsided;  so  also  did 
the  haemorrhage  ;  but  there  was 
a  degree  of  tenderness  experienc- 
ed upon  pressure  just  above  the 


sym'iHsis  win's.  This,  however, 
subsided  after  the  administration 
of  some  p  irgative,  and  sudorific 
medicines. 

Upon  examining  the  ovum  I 
found  that  the  foetus  and  all  its 
appendages  were  present.  The 
placenta  ,was  large,  soft,  and 
spongy  ;  its  surface  covered  with 
flakes  of  coagulable  lymph  :  these 
were  particularly  marked  upon 
its  inner  surface,  while  some  were 
loose,  and  easily  detached.  The 
foetal  membranes  I  thought  some- 
what thicker  than  usual,  and  more 
opaque  ;  thi)  liquor  amnii  contain- 
ed small  portions  of  lymph  float- 
ing in  it.  The  umbilical  cord  was 
swelled  ;  and  the  whole  cellular 
tissue  of  the  foetus  was  loaded 
with  a  thin  serous  fluid  ;  in  some 
parts  to  the  extent  as  almost  to 
render  it  transparent. 

Reflecting  upon  this  case,  I  ara 
led  to  conclude  that  inflammation 
of  the  placenta  is  sometimes  a 
cause  of  abortion,  and  that  the 
efl'ecls  of  inflammatory  action  in 
this  membrane  are  similar  to 
those  which  evince  themselves  in 
the  other  animal  tissues.  The 
disease  appears  in  some  degree 
to  have  extended  to  the  structure 
of  the  uterus  ;  as  may  be  inferred 
from  the  pain  on  pressure,  and 
febrile  symptoms  ;  while  the  ef- 
fused lymph  decidedly  points  to 
the  part  aflfected.  A  very  curi- 
ous, and  not  the  less  interesting 
point,  is  the  elfusion  of  serum  in- 
to the  structure  of  the  foetus — a 
kind  of  congenital  dropsy,  bearing 
a  very  considerable  analogy  to 
general  anasarca  caused  by  disease 
of  the  lungs.  The  similarity  in 
function  of  the  parts  tend  to  con- 
vince us,  that  although  it  may  dif- 
fer as  to  the  positive  situation  of 
its  cause,  the  eff*ects  are  the 
same.    These  conclusions  are  al- 
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SO  supported  by  a  case  which  oc- 
curred to  me  while  a  student  in 
London.  I  had  engaged  to  attend 
a  poor  woman  at  her  labor  ;  when 
I  first  saw  her  she  believed  her- 
self to  be  in  about  the  seventh 
month  of  her  pregnancy  ;  she  was 
particularly  large,  the  abdomen 
being  greatly  distended.  She  had 
long  experienced  severe  pains  in 
the  back,  which  I  suspected 
might  arise  from  the  evident  dis- 
tension of  the  uterus.  About  a 
month  after  I  first  saw  her,  I  was 
called  to  attend  her  :  before  I 
arrived  the  membranes  had  brok- 
en, and  considerable  quantities  of 
water  were  occasionally  discharg- 
ed. The  labor  proved  tedious, 
but  the  child  was  at  last  expelled  ; 
and  I  confess  I  was  somewhat  sur- 
prised to  find,  although  alive,  it 
was  completely  oedematous  ;  its 
cellular  tissue  was  filled  with  se- 
rum, as  in  a  common  dropsy  ;  the 
distension  of  this  texture  was  uni- 
versal ;  while  in  all  the  parts  en- 
dowed with  a  lax  cellular  tissue 
it  was  particularly  remarkable. 
The  respiration  was  very  short 
and  quick,  evidently  op[)ressed, 
while  the  whole  of  the  child  felt 
extremely  cold.  The  umbilical 
cord  was  also  swelled  and  full  of 
serum,  so  much  so  that  I  found  it 
difficult  to  restrain  the  haemor- 
rhage by  the  ligature.  The  child 
lived  about  three  weeks,  during 
which  period  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  serum  was  removed  by 
the  absorbents.  The  skin  now 
was  lax,  and  the  countenance  ap- 
peared shrivelled  and  ancient, 
while  general  debility  was  parti- 
cularly marked  ;  and  it  sunk  with- 
out presenting  indications  of  any 
obvious  disease.  The  symptoms 
which  here  presented  themselves 
I  am  now  inclined  to  believe  were 
caused  by  inflammation   of  the 


placenta  ;  much  more  chronic, 
however,  than  the  preceding  va- 
riety ;  and  the  morbid  accumula- 
tion of  the  liquor  amnii,  in  all  pro- 
bability, was  connected  with  the 
existence  of  the  sacne  disease. 
Some  of  the  symptoms  nearly  cor- 
respond with  the  description  of 
the  compact  oedema  of  infants,  as 
given  by  M;  Leger,  and  I  cannot 
help  suspecting  that  future  expe-. 
rieuce  will  confirm  the  fact,  while 
it  will  be  found  that  inflammation 
of  the  placenta  afforded  the  me- 
chanical obstruction  to  the  foetal 
circulation  which  he  imagined  was 
a  cause  of  that  disease. 


V. 

SELECTIONS. 

Rupture  of  the  Uterus — Cesarean 
Section. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  Loudon,  Nov.  17,  1828, 
Mr.  Lord  related  the  case  of  rup- 
tured uterus,  to  which  he  had  al- 
luded on  the  preceding  evening. 
The  patient  was  36  years  of  age. 
At  the  period  when  the  os  uteri 
was  fully  dilated,  the  vagina  well 
lubricated,  and  a  portion  of  the 
scalp  protruding,  all  uterine  ac- 
tion subsided.  Three  doses  of 
the  secale  cornutum  were  adminis- 
tered, but  without  producing  any 
marked  effect  :  the  parietal  bone 
was  felt  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis. 
The  vectis  was  used  without  ef- 
fect. It  was  then  deemed  pro- 
per to  perforate  the  head  :  upon 
examining,  however,  previous  to 
this  step,  it  was  found  that  the 
head  had  got  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  hand,  and  it  was  soon  seen  that 
all  the  evidences  of  a  rupture  of 
the  uterus  were  present.  Dr. 
Hopkins  saw  the  patient  at  this 
crisis.    Upon  examination  per  va- 
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ginana,  the  uterus  was  found  per- 
manently contracted,  and  although 
the  laceration  of  the  organ  could 
be  discovered,  it  was  not  possible 
to  reach  the  foetus,  which  was 
lying  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 
It  was  then,  in  consultation,  de- 
termined that  the  Caesarean  ope- 
ration should  be  performed.  An 
incision,  half  an  inch  distant  from 
the  linea  alba,  and  extending  to 
seven  inches  and  a  half,  was 
made  ;  the  extremities  and  trunk 
of  the  child  presented,  and  the 
head,  in  a  very  enlarged  state 
from  hydrocephalic  effusion,  was 
found  to  have  been  the  cause  of 
the  protraction  of  the  labor.  Dur- 
ing the  operation  not  more  than  a 
teaspoonful  of  blood  was  lost  ;  the 
placenta  was  easily  detached,  and 
the  wound  closed  in  the  usual 
way.  The  patient  expressed  her- 
self greatly  relieved  by  the  ope- 
ration. Leeches  were  applied  to 
the  abdomen,  and  a  mild  nourish- 
ment given.  For  a  time  the  pa- 
tient appeared  to  rally  ;  she  had 
a  quiet  night ;  the  pulse,  howe- 
ver, was  rapid  ;  and  death 
took  place  eight  hours  after  the 
operation. 

Medico- Cliirurgical  Society^  De- 
cember 9,  1828. 

A  paper  was  read  "  upon  the 
Morbid  Affection  in  young  Chil- 
dren, resembling  Hydrocephalus, 
but  arising  from  circumstances  of 
exhaustion,"  by  Dr.  Marshall 
Hall. 

About  the  period  of  weaning,  or 
from  errors  in  diet,  infants  are  apt 
to  be  affected  with  diarrhoea. 
This  leads  to  a  state  of  exhaus- 
tion ;  and  in  some  of  these  cases 
there  arise  symptoms  resembling 
those  of  hydrencephalus.  A  simi- 
lar affection  occurs  in  older  chil- 
dren in  the  course  of  diseases 


which  have  required  leeches,  pur- 
gatives, and  other  evacuant  reme- 
dies, which  equally  induce  a  state 
of  exhaustion. 

In  such  cases  the  child  dozes, 
the  eyes  being  half  open  and 
unfixed  ;  the  conjunctiva  is  apt 
to  become  inflamed  from  ex- 
posure ;  the  pupils  are  tardily  af- 
fected by  light.  The  counte- 
nance is  pallid  ;  the  cheeks  cool 
or  cold.  The  unfixed  state  of  the 
eyes  is  to  be  distinguished  from 
strabismus  ;  and  the  condition  of 
the  countenance  is  to  be  taken  in 
connexion  with  the  history  of  the 
case,  in  order  to  establish  the  di- 
agnosis between  this  affection  and 
hydrencephalus. 

The  diagnosis  is  highly  impor- 
tant, for  the  recovery  of  the  lit- 
tle patient  depends  entirely  upon 
it.  To  treat  it  as  hydrencephalus 
is  inevitably  to  destroy  life. 
Brandy  alone  can  cure. 

This  affection  is  by  no  means 
rare.  It  has  been  slightly  de- 
scribed by  Dr.  Abercrombie  in  his 
late  work  on  diseases  of  the  brain: 
otherwise  it  appears  to  have  es- 
caped the  notice  of  medical  wri- 
ters. The  author  describes  se- 
veral interesting  cases.  The 
subject  is  altogether  one  of  great 
interest  and  novelty. 

J^ux  Vomica  in  Chronic  Diarrhoea 
and  Intestinal  Hemorrhages. 

M.  Recamier,  of  the  Hotel 
Dieu,  having  learnt  that  the  nux 
vomica  was  used  in  chronic  diar- 
rhoea by  the  practitioners  of  the 
north,  administered  it  in  the  fol- 
lowing case,  and  with  success. 

A  man,  fifty  years  of  age,  emi- 
nently nervous,  had  been  long  sub- 
ject to  alternations  of  bilious  diar- 
rhoea and  intestinal  hemorrhagy, 
which  had  reduced  him  to  an 
alarming  state  ;  his  lips  and  coun- 
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tenance  were  pallid.  Sometimes 
the  bil  ous  flux  preceded  the  he- 
morrhoidal discharge  ;  at  others, 
the  order  was  reversed.  Colom- 
bo, semirouba,  and  powdered 
charcoal,  had  been  tried  without 
effect.  Opium,  in  the  dose  of  a 
quarter  of  a  grain,  disagreed. 
One-eighth  of  a  grain  of  the  alco- 
holic extract  of  nux  vomica  was 
then  prescribed.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  the  stools  were  reduced 
from  twelve  or  fifteen  to  three 
or  four.  The  dose  was  then  dou- 
bled, one-quarter  of  a  graiagiven, 
and  the  patient  was  speedily  cured 
by  this  treatment. — La  Clinique. 

Imperforate  Jlnus. 

Died  at  Woodstock,  Conn.,  on 
the  27th,  Ralph  Alonzo,  infant 
child  of  the  Rev.  Ralph  S.  Cramp- 
ton. 

The  circumstance  which  occa- 
sioned the  death  of  the  child,  was 
a  peculiar  and  novel  malformation 
in  the  inferior  part  of  the  pelvis, 
producing  an  imperforated  anus. 

The  peculiarity  of  the  case 
consisted  in  a  tendinous  ligament 
passing  laterally  across  the  lower 
part  of  the  pelvis,  about  six  or 
eight  lines  from  the  sacrum,  and 
about  one  inch  from  the  anus. 
To  this  ligament,  the  superior  and 
inferior  portions  of  the  rectum 
were  perfectly  united.  The  ob- 
struction was  discovered  about 
twenty-two  hours  after  birth,  by 
attempting  to  administer  an  injec- 
tion per  anum.  Surgical  aid  was 
immediately  procured,  and  upon 
examination,  the  tendinous  cord 
could  be  felt  ;  but  directing  the 
probe  either  anterior  or  posterior 
to  this  line,  it  might  be  introduced 
a  little  further  up  the  rectum. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it 
was  concluded  to  attempt  an  open- 
ing by  an  incision  :  accordingly,  a 
director  was  introduced,  anterior 


to  the  ligament,  until  it  met  with 
resistance  ;  a  sharp  pointed  bis- 
toury was  then  directed  up  the 
groove  of  the  director,  and  an  in- 
cision made  towards  the  sacrum. 
A  portion  of  the  meconium  was 
then  discharged,  with  the  aid  of 
the  director.  No  motion  of  the 
bowels  could  be  produced  after 
the  operation,  and  the  child  ex- 
pired in  about  six  hours.  Upon 
examination  after  death,  it  was 
found  that  the  point  of  the  bistou- 
ry had  passed  through  the  anteri- 
or part  of  the  inferior  portion  of 
the  rectum,  (which  was  extended 
at  the  time  into  the  form  of  a  sac, 
by  the  point  of  the  director,)  in 
front  of  the  ligament;  from  thence 
it  passed  directly  into  the  supe- 
rior portion  of  the  rectum,  which 
was  extended  over  the  ligament 
in  front  l)y  the  meconium.  Thus, 
a  communication  was  not  only 
made  between  the  two  portions 
of  the  rectum,  but  also  with  the 
cavity  of  the  pelvis,  producing  a 
general  effusion  of  blood  through- 
out that  part  of  the  body. 
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Compendium  of  Operative  Midivife- 
ry ;  or,  the  Manual  and  Instru- 
.mcntal  Operations  of  Prettrnatu- 
ral  Labors  reduced  to  the  greatest 
Simplicity ;  preceded  by  an  In- 
vestigation of  the  Alechanism  of 
Natural  Lahor.  From  the  French 
of  Julius  Hatin,  Doctor  of  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Paris,  S^c. 
S^c.  By  Richard  Tuite,  M. 
D.,  formerly  President  of  the 
Royal  Physical  Society  of  Edin- 
burgh, S^^c.  New-York  and  Bos- 
ton. C.  S.  Francis  and  Munroe 
&  Francis.  1828. 

Every  student  of  midwifery  must 
have  been  struck  with  the  elaborate 
minuteness  of  detail  which  character- 
izes French  writers  on  this  subject. 
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The  remark  applies  especially  to  la- 
bor, ihe  yiiechanism  of  labor  as  it  is  so 
appropriately  termed  by  them.  It 
hardly  seems  possible  that  the  foetus 
can  present  in  any  way,  or  that  there 
is  any  portion  of  it  which  by  any  possi- 
bility can  become  the  presenting  part, 
which  has  not  been  distinctly  point- 
ed out  by  these  writers,  and  the  rule 
of  practice  laid  down  with  a  preci- 
sion not  surpassed  in  the  most  me- 
chanical methods.  One  cannot  but 
be  struck,  if  he  be  not  instructed, 
by  the  mathematical  accurac}^  with 
which  the  pelvis,  the  foetal  head,  and 
the  mechanism  of  labor,  are  describ- 
ed in  many  of  the  earlier  French 
authors.  It  is  quite  sufficient  to  re- 
fer to  Levret  and  La  Motte  for  con- 
firmation of  this  remark.  The  dia- 
grams, with  their  right  lines,  circles, 
and  letters  of  reference,  might  al- 
most lead  you  to  suppose  that  a  book 
on  geometry  had  been  put  in  your 
hands,  instead  of  a  humble,  practical 
treatise  of  midwifery.  These  re- 
marks are  not  made  to  detract  from 
the  high  value  of  the  works  referred 
to.  If  studied  faithfully,  and  they 
can  never  be  understood  by  the  com- 
mon business  of  mere  reading,  let 
the  case  and  the  rule  be  once 
known,  and  exactly  remembered, 
and  an  approximation  to  the  same 
certainty  which  characterises  much 
of  operative  surgery,  will  belong  to 
midwifery.  The  work  at  the  head 
of  this  notice  is  strictly  French,  and 
it  presents  in  a  very  convenient  form 
the  peculiarities  and  excellences  of 
the  French  system.  To  the  student 
of  English  midwifery,  which  is  cha- 
racterised by  generalization  more 
than  by  detail,  this  work  will,  much 
of  it,  seem  very  obscure.   The  whole 


language  he  will  find  new  to  him,  and 
he  will  be  led  to  ask  himself,  "  can 
presentations  be  so  numerous  and 
diverse,  and  can  I  eviir  make  them 
out  in  actual  practice  To  those 
who  have  been  taught  after  the  sys- 
tem of  Baudelocque,  which  is  adopt- 
ed at  least  by  one  of  our  schools, 
this  work  will  offer  great  facilities  of 
reference,  and  forms  a  neat,  conve- 
nient manual.  It  may  be  further 
added,  that  as  some  patience,  some 
study,  will  soon  enable  all  pupils  and 
practioners  to  avail  themselves  of  its 
helps,  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  favora- 
bly received  by  the  profession.  Some 
slight  errors  and  inadvertences  were 
marked  in  the  margin  as  we  read  the 
C ompendium jhut  as  the  purpose  ofthis 
notice  is  rather  recommendation,  than 
criticism,  they  need  not  be  specified. 
In  a  future  edition  the  translator  will 
probably  correct  them. 

The  following  extract,  taken  up 
without  particular  selection,  will  give 
the  reader  some  notion  of  the  work. 

"  General  Rules  for  the  applicatioii 
of  the  Forceps. 

1.  Whenever  the  head  of  the  foe- 
tus is  placed  in  a  direct*  position, 
you  must  introduce  in  the  first  place 
the  left  branch  with  the  left  hand, 
and  then  the  right  branch  with  the 
right  hand. 

2.  Whenever  the  head  is  placed 
diagonally,  you  must  observe  which 
extremity  of  its  antero-posterior  dia- 
meter presents  forwards.  When  the 
occiput  or  the  forehead  is  in  corres- 
pondence with  the  left  cotyloid  cavi- 
ty, introduce  in  the  first  place  the 
right  branch  with  the  right  hand,  and 
then  the  left  branch,  which  must  also 


*  We  shall  always  apply  the  term  di- 
rect to  those  positions  in  which  the  occi- 
pito-frontal  diameter  of  the  head  is  found 
in  the  direction  of  the  antero-posterior 
diameter  of  the  pelvis. 
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be  introduced  by  the  right  hand,  for 
in  all  the  diagonals  you  must  intro- 
duce both  branchi^^  with  the  same 
hand.  'if 

3.  When  the  occiput  or  the  fore- 
head corresponds  to  the  right  coty- 
loid cavity,  first  introduce  the  left 
branch  with  the  left  hand,  and  then 
the  right  branch  also  with  the  left 
hand. 

4.  The  branch  ought  to  be  so 
placed,  that  the  old  curve  of  the 
blades  may  correspond  by  their  con- 
vexity to  the  concavity  of  the  pelvis, 
and  by  their  concavity  to  the  con- 
vexity of  the  head. 

The  new  curve  ought  to  corres- 
pond by  its  concavity  to  the  pubis, 
and  by  its  convexity  to  the  sacrum. 

5.  The  hand  which  is  free  ought 
always  to  serve  as  a  guide  to  the 
branches,  and  to  be  directed  back- 
wards towards  the  sacro-iliac  sym- 
physis ;  it  ought  likewise  to  be 
placed  between  the  womb  and  the 
head,  when  the  head  is  still  enclosed 
in  the  womb,  and  between  the  vagi- 
na and  the  head  when  it  has  passed 
through  the  neck  of  the  womb  ;  in 
this  manner  you  will  most  certainly 
avoid  wounding  the  womb  or  the 
vagina. 

6.  Each  branch  of  the  forceps 
ought  to  be  held,  not  as  you  would 
hold  a  pen  in  writing,  but  with  a 
firmer  grasp  and  with  the  whole 
hand,  the  thumb  extended  on  the 
external  side  of  the  articulation. 

7.  The  forceps  ought  to  be  warm- 
ed and  lubricated  by  an  unctuous 
substance,  to  facilitate  its  introduc- 
tion. 

'  8.  The  patient  ought  to  be  placed 
in  the  same  position  as  for  a  manual 
delivery. 

9.  The  accoucheur,  when  about 
to  introduce  the  forceps,  ought  to  be 
placed  between  the  thighs  of  the  wo- 
man ;  he  directs  the  blade  in  the  first 
place  back  of  the  head,  and  after- 
wards raises  it  upon  its  lateral  region 
by  means  of  the  hand  introduced  in- 
to the  parts.  To  raise  the  blade  to 
the  place  which  it  should  occupy,  he 
glides  his  index  finger  behind  its  an- 


terior cheek,  the  middle  finger  be- 
hind the  posterior  cheek,  and  the 
thumb  under  the  latter. 

10.  When  the  instrument  is  ap- 
plied, the  accoucheur  places  himself' 
to  the  right  or  left  of  the  handle  in 
the  direct  position,  but  constantly 
behind  it  in  the  diagonal  position. 

11.  The  hands  of  the  accoucheur, 
in  grasping  the  forceps  when  aj)plied, 
ought  to  be  placed  differently  in  the 
positions  of  the  superior  and  inferior 
straits.  At  the  inferior  strait,  the 
hand  which  grasps  the  handle  ought 
to  be  first  placed  under  the  instru- 
ment, while  the  other  which  is  near 
the  genitals  ought  to  be  placed  upon  it. 

At  the  superior  strait  it  is  the  con- 
trary ;  moreover,  the  index  finger  of 
the  hand  which  is  near  the  genitals 
ought  to  be  carried  up  to  the  head, 
in  order  to  ascertain  if  it  follow  the 
movements  which  you  are  endeavor- 
ing to  execute  with  the  forceps." 

WEEKLY  REPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  February  26,  at  noon. 

Feb.  19.  Adeline  E.  Hartshorn,  17  mo. 

20.  Ezekiel  Car,  28  yrs, 
Michael  Stone,  41 
John  Pilsbury,  17  mo. 
Deborah  Tufts, 

21.  Robie  A.  Butler,  *  18 
Jos.  H.  Hill,  15 
Mary  Steel,  79  yrs. 
Mary  Peirce,  20 
Elizabeth  Mitchel,  3.3 

22.  Barnard  Hunt,  31 
•               Edward  Strain,  2 

Ekhier  Holt,  4 

Lydia  Petty,  40 

Daniel  W.  Colby,  6  mo. 

23.  Hugh  R.  Kendall,  64  yrs. 
Son  of  .Jacob  Page,  6  w. 

24.  Wm.  Baker  Ingalls,  5  mo. 
Hannah  E.  Daniels,  5 
Henrietta  Keen,  22  yrs. 

25.  Susanna  Bennet,  54 
Thomas  lloddin,  38 
Sarah  Burge,  64 
Ann  Lovering,  69 
John  Clifford,  48 

26.  Isaac  R  idler,  21 
Samuel  Hale  Parker,  3 
Amanda  Brackett, 

Convulsions,  2— consumption,  6 — childbed, 
1 — debility,  1 — inflammation,  1 — inflammation 
in  the  bowels,  2 — inflammation  in  the  bra>n, 
1 — infantile,  1 — lung  fever,  5 — old  age,  1 — 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  1 — sudden,  1  —  teeth- 
ing, 2— unknown,  2.  Males,  14 — females, 
14.    Stillborn,  1.    Total,  29. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

THE  ATHENEUM; 

OR 

SPIRIT  OP  THE  ENGLISH  MAGAZINES. 

EmhtlUshed  with  elegant  colored  Plates  of 
the  Female  Fashions^  Portraits  of  dis- 
tinguished Characters^  &c.,  and  contain- 
ing select  Pieces  of  the  newest  Popular 
Music.   

THIS  Publication  is  intended  for  those 
who  desire  a  periodical  work  which 
both  in  its  form,  and  the  nature  of  its  con- 
tents, is  more  elegant  and  durable  than 
the  newspapers  of  the  day,  without,  on 
the  other  hand,  being-  confined  to  the 
more  weighty  subjects  and  elaborate  cri- 
ticisms to  which  our  valuable  quarterly 
journals  are  devoted.  It  is  the  intention 
of  the  Kditor  to  unite  instruction  with 
amusement,  and  that  those  who  read  for 
cither  may  obtain  it  in  the  Atheneum,  from 
the  pens  of  the  most  distinguished  writers 
of  the  age,  free  from  impure  admixture, 
and  without  having  their  religious  or  po- 
litical creed  interfered  with. 

To  those  who  know  the  high  cha- 
racter of  many  of  the  English  Magazines, 
a  better  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  Athene- 
um cannot  be  given  than  by  stating  that 
it  contains  the  Spirit  of  these  Magazines 
and  those  of  Scotland  ;  a  preference  being 
given  by  the  Editor,  however,  to  such  ar- 
ticles as  are  best  adapted  to  the  Ameri- 
can reader.  It  is  thus  designed  to 
constitute  a  work  which  will  unite  the 
vivid  sketching,  the  raciness  and  vigor  of 
Blackwood,  the  sprightly  and  elegant 
genius,  and  the  literary  discrimination  of 
the  New  Monthly,  with  the  qualities  of 
the  various  other  journals  of  merit.  The 
Poetry  with  which  it  is  enriched  cannot, 
while  the  names  of  the  most  gifted  Eng- 
lish poets  are  on  the  list  of  contributors  to 
these  Magazines,  be  otherwise  than  the 
best.  ; 

On  the  first  of  October  last  the  Third 
Series  of  the  Atheneum  was  commenced, 
on  an  improved  plan,  with  new  and  hand- 
some type.  Since  that  period,  the  num- 
ber published  on  the  1st  of  each  month 
has  been  embellished  with  a  colored 
plate,  containing  two  whole-length  Por- 
trait-figures, representing  the  latest  Fiv- 
MALE  FASHIONS.  These  are  executed 
online  paper,  in  a  stylo  highly  ornamental 


to  the  work,  and  are  accompanied  by  fnll 
explanations.  Other  plates  are  occasion- 
ally introduced  : — No.  2,  of  the  present 
volume,  is  embellished  with  a  Portrait  of 
the  late  Bishop  Heber,  and  the  No.  for 
the  1st  of  March  with  one  of  Thomas 
Moore,  Esq.  On  the  15th  of  Febru- 
ary, a  piece  of  MUSIC  was  added,  which 
plan,  together  with  that  of  the  Fashions 
and  other  plates,  will  be  continued. 
The  recent  increase  of  its  circulation 
among  every  class  of  the  reading  com- 
munity, justifies  the  Publisher  in  be- 
lieving that  these  improvements,  com- 
bined with  the  value  of  its  literary  de- 
partment, have  rendered  the  Spirit  of  the 
English  Magazines  a  pleasing  and  useful 
accession  to  the  LADY'S  TOILET,  the 
DRAWING  ROOM  and  the  LIBRARY. 

The  Atheneum  is  published  at  184, 
Washington  Street,  Boston,  by  JOHN 
COTTON,  on  the  1st  and  15th  of  every 
month,  each  number  containing  40  pages, 
large  octavo,  and  forming  two  volumes  a 
year  of  480  pages  each.  The  price  of  the 
work,  with  the  Plates  of  the  Fashions,  is 
six  dollars  a  year ;  without  them,  five 
dollars.  It  is  sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of 
the  United  States,  enclosed  in  strong 
wrappers.  Those  who  wish  for  the  back 
numbers  can  be  furnished  with  them. 

February  28,  1829. 


EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

RICHARD  A.  NEWELL,  Druggist, 
91,  Summer  Street,  has  on  hand  a 
small  lot  of  EUROPEAN  LEECHES,  in 
excellent  order,  and  of  very  large  size, 
which  he  will  sell  at  a  fair  price. 

N.  B. .  Leeches  applied  as  usual,  or 
sent  to  any  part  of  the  city.  4t. 


SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS,  , 

DAVID  &  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  Wh?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex 
tensive  assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 


LECTURES  ON  ANATOMY. 

TICKETS  of  admission  to  Dr.  J.  V.  C. 
SMITH'S  Evening  Lectures  on  An- 
atomy, may  be  obtained  at  BKEWER  & 
BRO  TPIERS,  Apothecaries,  W^ashington 
Street.  Feb.  17. 
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I. 

Collections  in  Morbid  Anatomy.* 
No.  I. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal, 

By  Walter  Channing,  M.D. 

Case  of  Phthisis  Pulmonalis. 

J.  F.,  aged  66,  presented  the 
following  symptoms  when  first 
seen,  Jan.  19,  1829.  It  may  be 
premised,  that  he  had  been  under 
treatment,  immediately  previous 
to  this  period,  for  retention  of 
urine,  and  of  which  he  was  now 
free.  He  states  that  he  has  had 
some  cough  and  dyspnoea  for  seve- 
ral years.  Four  months  since, 
bad  catarrh,  with  much  expecto- 
ration, cough,  and  dyspnoea, — now 
no  distinct  pain  in  chest,  cough 
very  urgent,  especially  in  erect 
posture  ;  copious  expectoration, 
frothy,  mucous^;  much  dyspnoea  ; 
respiration  laborious,  rapid, wheez- 
ing ;  lying  on  left  side  increases 
dyspnoea.  Tongue  at  root  cover- 
ed with  thick,  brown,  dry  coat  ; 
clean  and  moist  at  edges.  No 
appetite  ;  three  dejections  to-day 

*  Under  this  head  it  is  proposed  to 
publish,  from  time  to  time,  such  original 
and  selected  cases  in  Morbid  Anatomy, 
as  may  be  interestin;i>f  and  useful  to  the 
profession.  Communications  for  this  de- 
partment, as  for  all  others,  are  requested 
from  our  contributors.— Ed. 


from  ol.  ricini.  Pulse  66;  skin 
soft,  moist  ;  countenance  anxious, 
emaciated;  sleep  much  interrupt- 
ed by  difficulties  in  thorax.  Erup- 
tions on  thorax  from  antimonial 
ointment. 

20th,  9,  A.M.  Pulse  72,  in- 
termitting ;  respiration  laborious, 
with  much  rattling  in  throat,  and 
often  with  a  groan  ;  very  irregu- 
larly ;  more  motion  in  the  abdo- 
men than  among  the  ribs. 


R.  Autim.  Tart.  gr.  i. 
Pulv.  Opii,  gr.  vj. 
Pulv.  Digital,  gr.  v. 
Hyd.  Siibmur.  gr. 
Pil.  No.  xij. 


I'ij.    M.  ft. 


night 


and 


Two  now,  and  two 
morning. 

21st.  Not  relieved, — symp- 
toms rather  increased.  Was  bled 
to  3  xij. 

23d.  Some  relief  of  dyspnoea 
from  bleeding, — blood  strongly 
cupped,  ruffled  at  ed^es,  buffed. 

Very  little  relief  at  any  time 
subsequently  to  last  report  occur- 
red,— the  disease  became  more 
and  more  aggravated,  and  the 
power  to  resist  lessened.  He 
sunk,  and  died  Feb.  2d. 

Examination  fifteen  hours,  post- 
mortem.— On  percussion  of  tho- 
rax, the  left  side  resounded  suffi- 
ciently well, — the  right  side  well 
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in  front,  to  fifth  or  sixth  ribs,  else- 
where flat. 

Upon  opening  the  thorax,  from 
three  to  four  ounces  of  a  reddish 
yellow  serous  fluid  were  found  in 
the  left  cavity  of  the  pleura. 

Left  lung  every  where  edema- 
tous, holding-  deep  pits  on  pressure, 
but  crepitating  freely, — posterior 
part  less  loaded  with  blood  from 
gravitation  than  usual, — on  incision 
in  some  paits,  a  reddish  frothy 
fluid  issued  ;  the  color  not  belong- 
ing to  the  frothy  fluid,  but  arising 
from  the  mixture  of  blood. 

Right  thorax.  Less  serous  flu- 
id in  the  cavity  of  the  pleura,  than 
in  the  left  thorax.  Lung^  at  its 
upper  and  anterior  part,  much 
like  left  lung.  This  may  be  call- 
ed the  healthy  portion,  in  compa- 
rison, and  constituted  about  one 
third  of  the  whole  lung.  On  in- 
cision, however,  this  portion  was 
not  in  so  good  a  state  as  the  left 
lung;  more  fluid  issued  upon  inci- 
sion, and  the  incised  surface  uas 
more  red,  likewise.  1st,  in  one 
part,  at  least,  there  was  some 
pus,  and  2d,  in  one  an  indurated, 
melanose  tumor.  Ofthepus^  (1) 
this  was  thick  and  pure.  It  is- 
sued from  two  opposite  surfaces 
upon  incision,  as  if  a  tube  contain- 
ing pus  had  been  cut  across  ;  pos- 
sibly this  was  an  enlarged  bron- 
chial tube,  but  upon  closer  exa- 
mination, no  evidence  to  this  point 
could  be  obtained.  The  cavity 
containing  the  pus  was  laid  open  ; 
in  form  it  was  somewhat  tubular, 
but  in  structure  there  was  nothing 
distinct.  This  pus  did  not  contain 
air  globules.  The  tumor  (2)  was 
not  encysted,  nor  regular  in  form. 
It  was  in  a  great  part,  but  not  uni- 
formly, black.  Tlie  more  diseased 
portion  of  the  lung  constituted  not 
more  than  one  quarter  part  of 
what  was  presented  to  view  on 


raising  the  sternum  and  cartilages; 
but  the  posterior  and  lateral  views 
of  the  lung  showed  that  about  two 
thirds  of  the  whole  was  greatly 
indurated,  so  as  not  to  crepitate 
at  all.  The  pleura  was  red,  hav- 
ing membranous  adhesions,  not 
strong,  to  the  diaphragm,  and 
partly  above,  but  not  much  on 
the  posterior  part.  The  upper 
part  of  this  portion  was  least  dis- 
eased ;  when  cut,  its  surface 
poured  out  bloody  and  somewhat 
frothy  fluid.  In  approaching  the 
inferior  part,  the  morbid  change 
was  greater  ;  and  ai  the  lowest 
part,  the  incised  surface  had  a 
smooth,  gelatinous  appearance, 
without  showing  of  the  natural 
structure.  From  this  surface, 
there  was  not  any  sudden  flow  ; 
but  on  scraping  it,  a  fluid  nearly 
colorless  was  readily  obtained, 
and  a  piece  laid  on  the  table  was 
greatly  altered  within  an  hour,  by 
the  gradual  escape  of  the  more 
fluid  parts.  In  various  parts  of 
the  diseased  portion,  when  divid- 
ed, pure  and  thick  pus,  without 
air,  escaped  from  tube-like  cavi- 
ties, such  as  described  above. 
Besides,  there  were  three  or  four 
cavities  (vomicag  ?)  of  a  diff*erent 
kind.  Two  were  particularly 
examined.  One  would  have  con- 
tained a  large  pea,  at  least  ;  the 
other  would  have  held  two  hazel- 
nuts of  good  size.  They  were 
ragged  cavities,  of  a  dark  brown 
color  internally,  with  distinct,  but 
not  thick  parietes,  and  contained 
a  thin,  dark  fluid,  the  smell  of 
which  was  very  oflensive. 

Hie  heart  was  rather  small  for 
the  subject.  On  its  upper  or  in- 
terior face  were  two  white  patch- 
es, from  efl'usion  of  coaL-julatins: 
lymph  under  or  in  the  serous  coat. 
Similar  appearances  were  seen 
more  slightly  accompanying  the 
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coronary  arteries.  A  great  part 
of  its  external  surface,  also,  exhi- 
bited appearances  less  common, 
viz.,  the  appearance  of  infiltration 
of,  or  under  the  serous  coat,  of  a 
light  dingy,  yellow,  gelatinous 
'matter.  This  was  not  fat,  and  on 
being  cut  into,  there  issued  a  very 
little  serous  fluid.  It  was,  per- 
haps, coagulating  lymph.  Inter- 
nally the  heart  was  natural,  the 
age  of  the  patient  considered. 
The  aorta  had  internally  appear- 
ances of  disease  not  unusual,  and 
was  also  somewhat  enlarged  at 
its  commencement,  or  near  it. 
The  internal  change  consisted  in 
the  deposition  under  the  inner 
coat  of  a  caseous  matter, — a  for- 
mation of  matter  like  cartilage  in 
some  parts,  and  in  one  spot  a  de- 
position of  earthy  matter,  (ossifi- 
cation). But  the  largest  of  the 
spots  diseased  was  in  some  mea- 
sure peculiar  or  unusual.  This 
spot  was  flat,  about  \\  inch  in 
length,  and  in  its  extreme  breadth 
about  half  an  inch.  Like  the  oth- 
ers, it  rose  into  the  arterial  tube. 
It  was  nearly  connected  with  a 
smaller  tumor,  under  one  of  the 
semi-lunar  valves,  i.  e.,  in  the 
ventricle,  but  not  in  communica- 
tion with  its  cavity.  The  larger 
tumor,  when  opened,  was  found, 
like  the  others,  to  contain  caseous 
matter  :  but  in  connexion  with 
this,  in  one  part,  was  a  thick, 
cream-like  fluid,  not  unlike  pus. 
Was  this  a  softening,  such  as  M. 
Laennec  believes  to  occur  in  tu- 
bercles, or  was  it  analogous  to 
suppuration  ?  The  quantity  of 
this  matter  was  one  very  large 
drop. 

Other  morbid  changes  were, 
enlargement  of  the  prostate,  es- 
pecially the  middle  lobe, — inflam- 
mation and  thickening  of  the  coats 
of  the  bladder,  so  that  they  had 


become  nearly  half  an  inch  thick, 
— a  hernia  of  the  large  intestines, 
which  had  dragged  down  the  sto- 
mach so  that  it  lay  completely  up 
and  down  in  the  left  side  of  the 
abdomen, — gravel  in  the  kidneys, 
and  a  stone  in  the  bladder. 


II. 

Tincture  of  Iodine  in  Diseases  of 
the  Joints. 

An  Essay  has  lately  been  published 
in  London,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Bucha- 
nan, Surgeon,  on  a  new  mode  of 
treatment  for  diseased  joints,  and  the 
non-union  of  fracture,  &c.  The  re- 
medy principally  relied  on  by  Mr. 
J3.  is  the  Tincture  of  Iodine,  made 
by  dissolving  one  drachm  of  iodine 
in  three  ounces  of  rectified  alcohol. 
It  is  applied  externally  to  the  dis- 
eased part,  by  means  of  a  cameFs 
hair  pencil.  According  to  Mr.  B., 
this  treatment  has  been  highly  suc- 
cessful in  a  majority  of  the  cases  in 
which  he  has  employed  it.  The 
Editors  of  this  Journal  have  been 
requested  at  different  times  to  give 
some  account  of  the  medicines  which 
have  recently  been  introduced  into 
practice.  In  farther  compliance* 
with  these  requests,  they  have  se- 
lected the  following  from  the  cases 
of  Mr.  Buchanan. 

Beside  these  cases,  it  was  employ- 
ed in  gangrene,  enlarged  inguinal 
glands,  and  fistula  in  ano,  and  peri- 
neo,  and  with  alleged  benefit.  Mr. 
B.,  it  will  be  perceived,  does  not  re- 
ly alone  on  the  tincture.  His  pa- 
tients, or  some  of  them,  take  the  blue 
pill  ;  leeches  ;  cathartics  ;  the  dul- 
camara; rest;  and  where  the  disease 
requires  motion,  as  in  sonie  cases  of 
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ununited  fracture,  exercise  is  made 
part  of  the  treatment.  These  facts 
are- very  important ;  for,  while  they 
do  not  take  away  the  just  claims  of 
any  one  remedy,  whether  new  or 
old,  to  farther  trial  they  place  those 
claitns  just  where  they  should  be 
placed.  It  is  especially  the  duty  of 
those  medical  writers  who  bring  for- 
ward new  means  of  treatment,  and 
challenge  for  them  the  respectful  no- 
tice of  the  profession,  that  they 
should  tell  the  whole  truth  about 
them ;  especially  should  they  not 
conceal,  however  small  they  may 
think  it  to  be, any  agency  which  any 
other  treatment  might  have  had  in 
the  cases.  In  no  work  is  the  proof 
attempted  to  be  more  complete  of 
the  utility  of  Iodine  in  many  diseases, 
than  in  Manson's  on  this  remedy. 
But  he  has  very  fairly  stated  what, 
and  all  other  means  employed  along 
with  it.  Many  of  these  are  of  ac- 
knowledged use  in  the  same  diseases, 
and  the  iodine  obviously  did  little 
more  than  aid  in  the  result.  The 
same  qualifications  should  probably 
be  made  of  the  recommendation  of 
iodine  by  Mr.  Buchanan. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  author  re- 
commends the  external  use  of  the 
tincture  of  iodine.  It  is  in  this,  much 
of  the  novelty  of  his  plan  consists. 
Heretofore  the  tincture  has  been 
given  irtternally,  and  the  form  of  an 
ointment  has  been  preferred  for  its 
external  use. 

Case  IV. — A  girl,  aged  19, 
had  great  pain  in  the  joint  of  the 
left  index  linger,  extending  up  the 
forearm  and  down  to  the  point  of 
the  finger  ;  pain  increased  by  mo- 
tion; parts  slightly  discolored,  and 


matter  distinctly  felt  ;  grating 
noise  or  crepitus  perceptible  when 
the  joint  was  moved.  The  com- 
plaint originated  about  a  year  be- 
fore. The  tincture  of  iodine  was 
applied  daily  to  the  part  affected, 
and  the  patient  was  ordered  to 
take  a  little  blue  pill  and  rhubarb 
every  night.  She  first  applied  on 
the  1st  of  March  ;  and  by  the  7th 
the  pain  was  gone,  and  the  swell- 
ing considerably  diminished.  The 
matter  within  the  capsular  liga- 
ment was  absorbed  :  10th,  as  the 
patient  persisted  in  returning  to 
her  service,  she  was  discharged. 
On  the  31st  she  again  presented 
herself,  with  the  part  much  swol- 
len, from  having  used  the  joint  too 
soon.  The  same  remedy  was 
again  resorted  to;  and  on  the  12th 
of  April  the  patient  was  dismiss- 
ed, cured. 

Case  VIII.—- The  eighth  case 
is  that  of  a  bricklayer,  aged  24, 
whose  right  knee  was  swollen  to 
above  twice  the  size  of  the  left. 
The  injury  was  supposed  to  have 
arisen  from  a  fall.  He  had  had 
an  abscess  in  the  same  knee  ever 
since  he  was  six  years  of  age,  un- 
til about  two  months  previous  to 
the  commencement  of  the  present 
swelling.  The  eschars  were  still 
visible  on  the  sides  of  the  knee. 
Before  applying  to  Mr.  Buchanan, 
he  had  been  confined  for  several 
days  to  his  room,  in  expectation 
that,  by  rest,  the  swelling  would 
disappear.  The  patient  was  of  a 
fair  complexion,  skin  thin  and 
white;  hair  reddish,  with  freckles 
on  the  face.  Mr.  Buchanan  being 
unable  to  attend  the  evening  when 
first  called,  sent  the  patient  six 
leeches  to  apply  to  the  knee.  On 
the  following  day  the  tumefaction 
was  increasing,  and  he  was  no 
better  in  any  respect.  The  tinc- 
ture of  iodine  was  now  applied  to 
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the  inflamed  parts,  and  an  opening 
mixture  prescribed.  On  the  third 
day  the  swelling  and  pain  were 
considerably  diminished.  On  the 
pinth  day  the  patient  was  able  to 
go  to  work  ;  by  the  twelfth  he 
was  perfectly  recovered,  and  the 
remedy  was  therefore  discontinu- 
ed. The  patient  said,  that  the 
limb,  which  was  formerly  diseas- 
ed, was  now  stronger  than  the 
other. 

Case  IX.— March  19th,  1827. 
Robert  Oliver,  aged  one  year  and 
nine  months,  was  brought  to  me 
under  the  following  circum- 
stances :  Right  hip  greatly  en- 
larged, particularly  the  parts  co- 
vering, and  around  the  joint ;  limb 
shortened  ;  the  toes  turned  in- 
wards, and  the  leg  and  thigh  of 
the  diseased  limb  wasted  ;  appe- 
tite bad;  faeces  dark  colored,  with 
hectic  fever.  Hair  fair,  skin 
clear,  veins  seen  distinctly.  Pa- 
tient a  twin  brother,  but  of  rather 
large  stature.  Complaint  began 
about  six  months  ago,  and  during 
that  period  the  case  had  been 
submitted  successively  to  the  in- 
spection and  treatment  of  two 
eminent  physicians,  and  also  of 
two  surgeons.  Agreeably  to  their 
directions,  leeches  and  poultices 
had  been  applied,  and  medicine 
administered  in  various  forms 
without  affording  any  relief.  One 
of  the  physicians  refused  to  pre- 
scribe, alleging  that  medicine  was 
of  no  use,  the  child  being  ema- 
ciated with  symptoms  of  hectic 
fever,  could  not  survive  the  shock 
which  the  system  had  received.* 


*  These  circumstances  are  mentioned, 
not  -with  any  view  to  depreciate  the  pro- 
fessional character  of  the  gentlemen  con- 
sulted, they  being  the  most  respectable 
practitioners  in  the  town  or  neighborhood  ; 
hut  merely  to  show  the  deplorable  state 
to  which  the  patient  was  reduced. 


At  present  there  is  a  large  col- 
lection of  matter  forming  a  coni- 
cal shaped  tumor,  rather  over  the 
posterior  parts  of  the  joint,  and 
apparently  ready  to  burst.  The 
integuments  of  the  central  parts 
of  the  tumor  of  a  whitish  color, 
similar  to  that  which  is  usually 
seen  covering  collections  of  mat- 
ter, and  surrounded  with  a  blush 
of  red,  indicative  of  the  acute 
stage  of  inflammation.  The  tu- 
mefaction of  the  joint  forms  a 
striking  contrast  to  the  emaciation 
of  the  leg  and  thigh.  Great  pain 
felt  when  the  least  attempt  is 
made  to  move  the  limb,  or  even 
when  the  parts  are  slightly  touched. 

R.  Applicat.  Tinct.  lodinse  partibus 
dolentibus  et  tumefactae  omui 
die. 

R.  Pulv.  Comp.  gr.  v.  sumend.  omni 
nocte. 

21st.  Size  of  the  parts  rather 
diminished,  and  the  integuments 
considerably  shrivelled. 

R.  Decoct.  Dulcam.  C.  3viij.  cujus 
capiat  coch.  j.  mag.  ter  in  die. 
Contin.  pulvis. 

24th.  Tumor  still  more  dimi- 
nished ;  the  external  integuments 
considerably  softer  and  wrinkled. 

Repet.  applicat.  et  contin.  medi. 

April  1st.  Tumor  less  conical; 
patient  can  move  the  limb  with 
considerably  more  ease  than  for- 
merly. 

8th.  Tumefaction  of  the  parts 
decreased  ;  integuments  more 
w^rinkled  and  softer  ;  appetite 
good  ;  general  health  improving  ; 
patient  can  raise  the  limb,  when 
desired,  without  pain.  Aspect  of 
the  toes  gradually  resuming  their 
natural  position.  Integuments 
covering  the  joint  of  the  natural 
color,  but  considerably  thick- 
ened. 
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11th.    Head  of  the  trochanter 
major  felt. 
Cont.  applicat.  tincturae  et  medi. 

May  9th.  The  whole  of  the 
hip  nearly  of  the  same  size  as  that 
of  the  left,  except  over  the  joint, 
which  is  rather  more  full.  Right 
leg  not  quite  so  firm  and  muscular 
as  the  left.  Discoloration  com- 
pletely gone  ;  child  looking  re- 
markably well  ;  induration  of  the 
integuments  diminishing. 

Cont.  applicat.  tincturae  et  modi. 

June  8th.  Child  brought  to 
the  surgery,  where  he  walked 
across  the  room  with  a  little  help. 
Swelling  gone,  there  remaining 
only  a  slight  elevation  formed  by 
the  indurated  integuments. 

Cont.  ap[)licat.  tincturae  et  medi. 

August  8th.  The  tincture  has 
been  applied  every  second  day 
this  week  past.  The  muscular 
substance  of  the  leg  and  thigh 
very  much  improved.  During  a 
considerable  period  no  motion 
could  be  obtained  without  great 
pain.  The  application  speedily 
caused  a  cessation  of  pain,  except 
when  the  joint  was  violently  mov- 
ed, and  even  then  the  pain  was 
only  partial.  When  absorption  of 
the  tumor  took  place,  the  parts 
continued  for  some  time  apparent- 
ly of  the  same  size,  but  turned 
gradually  soft  and  spongy  to  the 
touch,  and  diminished  almost  im- 
perceptibly. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  treat- 
ment, the  integuments  on  and 
around  tfie  joint  used  to  be  more 
swollen  some  days  than  others  ; 
but  now  the  parts  are  regularly 
of  a  uniform  size,  except  a  slight 
enlargement  about  the  joint,  and 
even  this  slight  elevation  is  gra- 
dually diminishing. 

At  present  (1828)  the  boy  can 


run  about  without  any  assistance, 
has  the  free  use  of  the  limb,  but 
has  a  slight  halt,  which  may  be 
attributed  to  part  of  the  head  of 
the  femur  being  destroyed  by  ul- 
ceration during  the  time  occupied 
by  the  palliative  mode  of  prac- 
tice, which  was  certainly  consis- 
tent with  the  prevailing  mode  of 
treatment  ;  but  failed  completely 
in  arresting  the  progress  of  the 
disease  in  this  instance,  as  well 
as  in  many  others. 

Hull,  November  18th,  1826. 
Samuel  Ridpath,  aitat.  18,  sea- 
man apprentice,  applied  to  me 
under  the  following  circum- 
stances :  The  patient  had  been 
employed,  during  the  preceding 
summer,  on  board  of  the  ship  Al- 
fred, in  the  Davis'  Straits  fishery; 
and  on  the  31st  of  May  his  right 
leg  was  fractured  by  the  tiller  of 
the  vessel,  when  she  was  making 
a  stern  board  among  the  ice.  The 
tibia  and  fibula  were  both  broken, 
but  reduced  immediately  after- 
wards by  the  surgeon  of  the  ves- 
sel. The  fracture  being  oblique, 
and  bad  weather  occurring,  the 
medical  attendant  failed  in  keep- 
inoj  the  extremities  of  the  bones 
in  apposition.  As  to  the  proprie- 
ty of  his  conduct  in  allowing  the 
bones  to  remain  in  that  state,  it 
forms  no  part  of  the  present  sub- 
ject, and  I  shall  merely  state  the 
situation  in  which  I  found  the  limb 
at  the  time  of  application.  The 
extremity  of  the  lower  portion  of 
the  fibula  was  detained  in  the 
gastrocnemius  muscle,  while  the 
extremity  of  the  upper  portion 
was  in  partial  contact  with  the 
extremity  of  the  lower  portion  of 
the  tibia,  and  the  extremity  of  the 
upper  portion  of  the  tibia,  from, 
the  obliquity  of  the  fracture,  over- 
layed,  but  in  partial  contact  with 
the  extremity  of  the  lower  por- 
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tion.  The  patient  was  obliged 
to  be  supported  at  first  with  a 
crutch,  and  afterwards  with  a 
staff,  from  the  weakness  of  the 
limb  ;  otherwise  in  excellent 
health,  and  a  strong,  good-looking 
young  man.  The  tincture  was 
used  in  this  case,  and  as  stated, 
with  perfect  success. 


III. 

Strictures  on  the  Diseases  of  Young 
Children. — From  Lectures  deli- 
vered at  Guy''s  Hospital^ 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

(Continu«d  from  p.  29.) 

The  essential  part  of  the  treat- 
ment may  be  comprised  in  a  few 
words  :  in  chronic  cases,  after  ef- 
fusion has  taken  place,  bleeding 
from  the  head  is  of  very  doubtful 
propriety  ;  but  it  seems  to  be  a 
principal  remedy  if  the  attack  is 
sudden  and  recent.  The  blood 
may  be  taken  by  leeches,  or  from 
the  jugular  vein  ;  of  the  quantities, 
you  may  judge  from  the  table  al- 
ready given.  Again. 

To  clear  the  chylopoietic  vis- 
cera, is  always  proper  in  these 
convulsive  and  hydrocephalic  af- 
fections ;  ipecacuanha  and  calo- 
mel, or  other  laxatives  and  eme- 
tics, being  employed  for  the  pur- 
pose. Pastry  and  fruit  are  some- 
times brought  away  in  this  man- 
ner, given,  perhaps,  to  please  the 
child  by  some  indiscreet  acquaint- 
ance. 

In  convulsive  affections,  be  sure 
to  refrigerate  the  head,  particu- 
larly if  the  attack  be  recent.  Let 
the  liair  be  removed  by  the  razor, 
or  by  the  diligent  use  of  the  scis- 
sors. Ether  and  water,  vinegar 
and  water,  or  liquor  ammon.  ace- 
tatis,  being  employed  in  the  way 
of  lotion.  Take  care  of  the  eyes. 
Ice  may  be  thought  of ;  water 


may  be  poured  over  the  scalp 
from  a  coffee  pot  ;  this  is,  in  fact, 
la  douche.  Once  a  day,  or  half  a 
dozen  times,  for  a  few  seconds, 
or  for  a  few  minutes,  the  adminis- 
tration of  refrigerants  may  be  con- 
tinued, according  to  the  eflect 
produced.  Coolness  of  the  scalp, 
and  paleness  and  shrinking  of  the 
features,  are  the  indications  that 
the  refrigerating  applications  have 
exerted  their  full  operation. 
Warmth  about  the  head,  pulsating 
fontanels,  and  inward  fits,  are  the 
best  signs  that  the  refrigerants 
are  again  required, 

To  equalize  the  circulation, 
the  warm  bath  is  of  great  service  ; 
and  althousfh  timorous  mothers  are 

o 

very  anxious  lest  the  water  should 
weaken,  I  think  I  never  in  one  in- 
stance witnessed  a  dangerous  de- 
bility produced  in  this  manner  ; 
and  of  the  bath  I  have  made  fre- 
quent use.  97  deg.  of  Faren- 
heit's  thermometer  appears  to 
be  a  very  fit  temperature  ;  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes  is  an  average  pe- 
riod of  immersion,  to  be  lengthen- 
ed if  the  child  seem  lively,  and  to 
be  abbreviated  should  faintness 
occur  ;  perhaps  it  is  better  to 
keep  the  head  above  water. 

If  after  three  or  four  immer- 
sions the  child  still  scream  when 
bathed,  the  bathing  vessel  may  be 
covered  with  a  blanket,  and  this 
being  gradually  pressed  down  with 
the  infant,  the  water  transudes 
almost  unperceived  through  the 
texture,  so  that  the  little  patient 
is  in  the  bath  before  it  is  aware 
of  it.  When  the  bath  is  obstitiate- 
ly  refused,  wrapping  the  infant  in 
a  flannel,  wrung  out  of  water  at 
the  temperature  of  97  deg.  of 
Fahrenheit,  may  be  found  an  ex- 
cellent substitute  ;  it  may  lie 
there  among  the  folds,  as  comfort- 
ably as  in  the  womb  of  the  mo- 
ther.   If  you  wish  to  make  the 
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child  superlatively  happy,  tell  the 
friends  to  put  a  few  broken  corks 
in  the  water  :  Dis  miscent  supe- 
ris.  Thirty  or  forty  years  after- 
wards they  ivould  not  find  half  the 
pleasure  in  a  globe  and  sceptre. 

I  have  known  infants  to  be  re- 
gularly attacked  with  convulsions 
every  time  they  screamed  ;  vex 
them,  and  a  fit  ensued  :  hence  the 
importance  of  keeping  all  quiet. 
When  the  other  remedies,  name- 
ly, bleeding,  purging,  refrigera- 
tion of  the  head,  and  warm  im- 
mersion, have  been  used,  quiet 
may  sometimes  be  ensured  by  sy- 
rup of  poppies,  or  other  anodynes. 
I  know  that  in  convulsive  cases, 
with  much  lethargy,  protracted 
for  one  or  two  weeks  together, 
infants  sometimes  unexpectedly 
survive  ;  and  I  have  seen  these 
recoveries  recur  under  the  use  of 
opium,  in  such  doses  as  decidedly 
affected  the  system,  given  with 
no  other  view  than  that  of  easing 
the  distress  of  the  little  sufferer. 
Lowder,  the  predecessor  of 
Haighton,  used  to  state  his  con- 
viction, that  opiates  were  of  ef- 
fective use  in  curing  the  disease  ; 
and  certainly  my  own  persuasion 
is,  that  when  administered  in 
cases  verging  to  the  chronic  form, 
and  attended  with  distress  and 
restlessness,  they  not  only  do  not 
marked  injury,  but  tend  to  acce- 
lerate the  cure.  I  wish  it  were 
in  my  power  to  be  more  definite 
in  my  statements  here  ;  but  I 
want  more  light. 

When  the  disposition  to  cere- 
bral afflux,  and  general  hurry  of 
the  circulation,  is  obstinate,  digi- 
talis may  deserve  consideration. 
It  is  a  dangerous  but  powerful 
agent,  and  must  be  sedulously 
watched.  In  convulsions,  inquire 
whether  any  irritant  is  in  opera- 
tion.   In  all  cases  when  the  gums 


are  suspected,  they  ought  to  be 
lanced. 

A  warm  surface,  a  cool  scalp, 
a  vegetable  diet,  and  gums  lanced, 
when  necessary,  are,  I  believe, 
the  best  preventives  of  hydroce- 
phalic and  convulsive  affections. 
With  such  children,  evening  walks 
are  dangerous.  Inward  fits,  bright 
eyes,  glowing  cheeks,  and  that 
slight  irritability  of  temper  which 
tender  mothers  deem  an  addition- 
al interest,  constitute  some  of  the 
plainer  indications  of  an  approach- 
ing attack.  In  one  family,  some- 
times five  or  six  infants  are  lost 
in  succession  under  these  cepha- 
lic affections  ;  the  necessity  of 
preventive  treatment  is,  in  such 
cases,  obvious  enough. 

Serous  diarrhcda  is  a  disease 
which  proves  the  death  of  many 
infants,  especially  within  the 
month.  Ten  or  twenty  watery 
evacuations,  green,  or  becoming 
greenish,  may  occur  in  the  course 
of  the  day.  In  the  course  of 
twenty  or  thirty  hours,  the  fat 
may  be  absorbed  so  rapidly,  that 
the  skin,  hansfing  loosely  over  the 
body,  reminds  one  of  the  modish 
dresses  of  the  day  ;  and  the  body 
at  first,  perhaps,  disposed  to  heat, 
becomes  cold,  pale,  and  collaps- 
ed, the  patient  recovering  gradu- 
ally, or  dying  at  the  end  of  some 
three  or  four  days.  This  diar- 
rhoea is  more  particularly  dan- 
gerous, if  the  infant,  not  above  a 
week  or  two  old,  has  been  gra- 
dually pining  before  the  attack. 

Mere  irritability  of  the  chylo- 
poietic  apparatus  is  not  always, 
nor,  perhaps,  often  the  sole  and 
immediate  cause  of  these  attacks. 
In  some  severe  cases,  superficial 
ulcers  are  found  ih  the  villous 
membrane  after  death  ;  in  others, 
on  different  parts  of  the  intestinal 
surface,  we  discover  spots  of  in- 
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creased  vascularity.  When  the 
conjunctiva,  the  urethra,  the  va- 
gina, and  the  Schneiderian  mem- 
brane, are  inflamed  superficially, 
they  all  increase  in  their  irritabi- 
lity and  their  secretions,  unless 
the  inflammation  be  pushed  be- 
yond a  certain  degree  ;  and  it 
seems  not  improbable,  therefore, 
that  in  infants  the  serous  diarrhoea 
may  more  properly  be  referred 
to  inflammation,  than  simple  irri- 
tability of  the  inner  surface  of  the 
membrane.  In  this  preparation, 
presented  by  a  very  excellent  and 
promising  young  gentleman,  the 
late  Dr.  Cox,  in  the  compass  of 
one  foot  of  intestine,  you  may  see 
fifteen  or  twenty  superficial  ul- 
cers, large  as  the  surface  of  a 
split  pea. 

The  substitution  of  other  ali- 
ment for  the  human  breast-milk, 
is  the  ordinary  cause  of  watery 
diarrhoea  ;  and  to  correct  this  er- 
ror, is  the  first  step  of  the  cure. 
As  observed  before,  if  the  infant 
be  too  weak  to  draw  from  the 
breast,  the  milk  should  be  pro- 
cured by  proper  drawing  instru- 
ments, and  administered  with  a 
spoon.  Unless  the  human  milk 
be  promptly  supplied,  there  is  no 
reasonable  hope  of  cure.  In  some 
cases,  when  the  disease  has  been 
recent,  I  have,  to  appearance, 
successfully  treated  the  watery 
diarrhoea  on  the  antiphlogistic  plan; 
but  poppies,  opiates,  anti-acids, 
and  aromatics,  are  the  remedies 
which  have  appeared  to  have  the 
best  eff'ects  ;  and,  at  present,  I 
know  of  none  preferable.  Two 
or  three  drops  (not  minims)  daily 
of  the  opiate  tincture,  in  slighter 
cases,  may  check  the  diarrhoea 
much  ;  the  great  evil  of  this,  and, 
indeed,  of  all  the  anodynes,  is, 
that  they  make  the  infant  so  tor- 
pid, that  it  neglects  to  draw  the 


breath.  Beware  of  overdosing. 
A  useful  formula  in  these  cases, 
is  the  following:  of  aromatic  con- 
fection, one  drachm  ;  of  poppy 
syrup,  (genuine,)  one  drachm  ; 
of  dill-seed  water,  an  ounce  and 
a  half;  of  spirit  of  nutmeg,  thirty 
or  forty  drops.  A  teaspoonful  to 
be  given  after  every,  or  every 
other  watery  evacuation,  unless 
the  infant  be  drowsy,  so  that  the 
whole  may  be  taken  in  the  course 
of  the  twenty-four  hours.  Till 
the  breath  is  out  of  the  body,  you 
must  never  despair  of  children 
laboring  under  this  disease. 

Infants  are  obnoxious  to  a  sort 
of  specific  inflammation  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane^  the  thrush^  or  aph- 
thae, as  it  is  called,  and  which 
may  attack  the  mouth  only,  or 
the  whole  length  of  the  alimenta- 
ry tube.  That  the  milder  thrush 
is  begun,  we  may  suspect  when 
the  nipple  is  aphthous  and  the 
child  is  drowsy  ;  and  when  the 
suckling  is  frequently  interrupted 
with  crying,  and  the  tongue  and 
inner  surface  of  the  cheeks  are 
red,  and  scattered  over  with  a 
substance,  like  the  curd  of  milk. 
When,  in  conjunction  with  these 
symptoins,  the  bowels  purge,  and 
the  stomach  vomits,  and  scream- 
ing and  gas  indicate  intestinal 
spasms,  and  an  aphthous  appear- 
ance is  remarked  in  the  periiiaiuni 
and  parts  adjacent  to  the  anus, 
we  may  then  reasonably  infer  that 
the  whole  track  of  the  intestinal 
tube  is  affected  with  aphthae,  or 
with  aphthous  irritation.  The 
vagina,  invested  by  a  membrane 
like  the  oral  epithelium,  is,  in 
women,  sometimes  attacked  with 
a  disease,  which  I  conceive  to  be 
very  analogous  to  the  thrush  of 
infants  ;  and,  under  this  disease, 
large  quantities  of  curdy  matter, 
of  which  I  here  show  a  specimen, 
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will  sometimes  form  itself  in  no 
sparing  abundance.  Now,  what 
is  the  exact  nature  of  the  white 
specks  of  infantile  thrush  I  am  not 
certain,  but  it  appears  to  me, 
that,  not  unlike  this  in  nature,  it 
consists  of  a  morbid  secretion 
from  the  mucous  membrane. 

When  thrush  is  attended  with 
purging,  it  may,  I  believe,  be  best 
treated  like  the  aqueous  diarrhoea 
just  considered.  When  confined 
to  the  mouth,  borax,  mulberry 
syrup,  and  other  stimulant  astrin- 
gents may  be  used  with  success. 
A  useful  linctus  consists  of  borax, 
one  drachm,  and  of  simple  syrup 
one  ounce,  or  honey  may  be  sub- 
stituted for  syrup,  if  not  too  irri- 
tating. Of  this  linctus,  a  little 
may  be  put  into  the  mouth  repeat- 
edly in  the  course  of  the  day;  the 
best  instrument  for  diffusing  it 
over  the  mouth  is  the  child's  own 
tongue. 

Mesenteric  obstructions  are  not, 
I  think,  frequent  in  very  young 
children,  but,  without  such  ob- 
struction, you  may  frequently 
meet  with  an  inflated  abdomen, 
and  a  gradual  wasting  of  the  other 
parts.  Marasmus^  as  it  is  called, 
usually,  I  think,  arises  from  one 
of  three  causes, — a  denial  of  the 
human  breast-milk  ;  an  inertness 
of  the  chylopoietic  viscera,  which 
either  form  their  secretions  too 
sparingly,  or  of  deficient  digestive 
power  ;  and  an  afflux  of  blood  on 
the  head,  with,  perhaps,  a  con- 
cealed hydrocephalus.  When  the 
chylopoietic  viscera  are  inert, 
without  cephalic  disease,  I  have 
seen  much  apparent  benefit  from 
Cayenne  pej)per,  and  quinine,  in 
pill,  according  to  effect  j)roduced, 
with  a  dose  of  blue  pill,  or  a  grain 
or  so  of  calomel,  two  or  three 
times  a  week.  Think  of  intro-sus- 
ception,  bowel  irritation,  bloody 


stools,  and  tenesmus,  and  beware 
of  too  frequent  or  too  large  a  use 
of  calomel.  Change  of  air,  and 
country  air,  or  of  the  sea-shore, 
seem  sometimes,  in  marasmus,  to 
do  Qiore  good  than  all  our  medi- 
cines. And  thus  much,  then,  in 
the  way  of  practical  remark,  on 
the  diseases  of  young  infants,  those 
especially  which  occur  within  the 
first  few  weeks,  for  to  these  it  is 
that  the  preceding  reuiarks,  with 
few  exceptions,  are  designed 
mainly  to  apply. 


IV. 

SELECTIONS    FROiM  FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Case  of  Dislocation  of  the  Femur 
backwards^  which  had  existed  five 
months  J  and  in  which  the  Reduc- 
tion was  effected, 
Benjamin  Whittemburgh,  a 
stout  muscular  man,  was  admit- 
ted under  the  care  of  Mr.  Tra- 
vers,  on  the  4th  of  November, 
with  dislocation  of  the  femur  on 
the  dorsum  of  the  ilium.  He 
stated,  that  on  the  4th  of  June 
Jast,  a  tree  fell  upon  him,  and  he 
thus  received  a  severe  injury,  on 
account  of  which  he  sent  for  a 
practitioner,  who  failed  to  disco- 
ver any  thing  wrong  about  the  hip. 
However,  at  the  end  of  six  weeks,' 
he  told  the  surgeon  that  he  was 
certain  the  bone  was  displaced  ; 
to  which  the  surgeon  replied,  that 
if  it  were  so,  it  must  remain,  for 
it  was  too  late  to  attempt  reduc- 
tion. At  length  he  was  advised 
to  go  to  the  Hospital,  after  the 
dislocation  had  existed  five  moiiths. 

When  adrnitted,  the  characte-', 
ristic  signs  of  dislocation  of  the 
hip  backwards  were  found  to  be 
very    distinct  ; — the    limb  was 
about  two  inches  and  a  half  shoi  t- 
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er  than  the  opposite.  Notwith- 
standing the  great  length  of  time 
in  which  the  bone  had  rentiained 
dislocated,  Mr.  Travers  deter- 
mined on  attempting  reduction  ; 
and  with  this  view,  on  Friday  last, 
the  man  was  put  on  the  table  of 
the  operating  theatre,  having  first 
been  put  in  the  warm  bath,  and 
bled.  Extension  w*as  made  in  a 
right  line  with  the  body,  and  a 
dose  of  solution  of  tartar  emetic 
was  given  every  ten  minutes. 
After  the  extension  had  been  kept 
up  for  about  half  an  hour,  blood 
was  taken  from  the  arm  ;  and  af- 
terwards, continuing  the  force 
steadily  for  nearly  the  same  length 
of  time,  the  bone  was  at  length 
reduced. 

The  patient  passed  a  restless 
night,  and  suffered  much  pain,  but 
we  found,  on  visiting  him  at  noon, 
that  the  bone  was  in  sitUj  and  he 
had  the  power  of  rotating  the  foot 
outwards.  But,  when  seen  by 
Mr.  Travers,  in  the  afternoon, 
the  bone  had  become  displaced — 
there  was  considerable  shortening 
of  the  limb — and,  in  short,  every 
symptom  as  before  reduction. 

It  is  intended  to  attempt  reduc- 
tion again,  and  then  to  place  the 
limb  on  a  double  inclined  plane. 

Termination  of  the  Retina  in  the 
Human  Eye. 

It  has  very  often  been  discussed, 
where  the  retina  terminates  an- 
teriorly, and,  as  far  as  we  know, 
the  opinions  of  anatomists  as  to 
this  point  are  not  yet  settled. 
Dr.  Schneider,  of  the  University 
of  Munich,  has  lately,  by  very  ac- 
curate researches,  endeavored  to 
determine  the  question.  Accord- 
ing to  him,  the  following  are  the 
different  opinions  on  the  subject : — • 

1.  The  retina  reaches  no  fur- 
ther than  the  middle  of  the  vitre- 


ous humor. — Fallopius  and  Ves- 
salius. 

2.  It  terminates  at  the  exte- 
rior margin  of  the  processus 
ciliares.  — Meckel,  Sommering, 
Wrisberg,  Zinn,  Rudolphi,  Vel- 
peau,  Home,  Jacob,  Paullucci. 

3.  It  extends  to  the  circumfe- 
rence of  the  lens,  where  it  is  in- 
serted in  the  capsule. — Ferrin, 
Haller,  Lieutaud,  Monro,  Wins- 
low. 

4.  It  is  continued  into  the  pro- 
cessus ciliares. 

5.  Having  reached  the  exter- 
nal zone  of  Zinn,  it  forms  a  defin- 
ed edge,  from  which  it  extends, 
as  a  very  delicate  membrane,  to 
the  margin  of  the  lens. — Baerens, 
Walter,  Doellinger,  Hesselbach. 

According  to  M.  Schneider,  it 
proceeds  from  the  external  mar- 
gin of  the  corpus  ciliare,  where  it 
was  generally  supposed  to  termi- 
nate, to  the  lens  on  the  greatest 
circumference  of  which  it  ends, 
by  a  free  margin,  and  without  any 
firm  attachment  to  the  capsule. 
This  continuation  of  the  retina 
lies  between  the  zone  of  Zinn  and 
the  corpus  ciliare  ;  it  appears  as 
a  very  delicate,  thin,  medullary 
membrane,  somewhat  thickened 
at  its  internal  free  margin.  It  is 
covered  by  the  pigmentum  nigrum, 
which  is  most  copious  on  the  ex- 
ternal portion,  but  gradually  de- 
creases anteriorly  and  interiorly, 
so  that  the  free  margin  of  the  re- 
tina is  not  covered  by  it.  At  the 
distance  of  about  one-eighteenth 
of  an  inch  from  the  circumference 
of  the  lens,  the  retina  increases 
in  thickness,  is  very  white,  and  of 
a  folded  structure,  in  which  the 
separate  folds,  from  70  to  75  in 
number,  are  placed  at  regular  in- 
tervals. The  internal  margin  of 
this  folded  ring  adheres  to  the 
cupsule.    Under  the  microscope. 
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the  termination  of  these  folds  an- 
teriorly appear  as  more  or  less 
coniform  bodies  placed  in  diffe- 
rent directions,  and  very  similar 
to  the  nervous  papillae  of  the 
tongue. 

Successful  Case  of  Transfusion. 

Dr.  Blundell,  on  the  7th  instant, 
performed  the  operation  of  trans- 
fusion on  a  lady  at  Walworth,  as- 
sisted by  Mr.  Poynter,  of  So- 
merstown,  Mr.  Davies,  and  Mr. 
Lambert.  The  circumstances  of 
the  case  were  briefly  as  follow  : 
— The  patient,  a  delicate  woman, 
25  years  of  age,  the  mother  of 
two  children,  was  taken  in  labor 
on  the  morning  of  the  7th  ;  Mr. 
Poynter  had  been  engaged  to  at- 
tend her,  but  it  was  found  neces- 
sary, before  the  arrival  of  this 
gentleman,  to  call  in  Mr.  Davies. 
There  was  nothing  remarkable  in 
the  labor  ;  the  child  presented 
jfiaturally,  the  placenta  came 
away  entire  in  the  course  of  a 
few  minutes,  and  the  patient  re- 
mained for  about  an  hour  and  a 
half,  to  use  her  own  expression, 
quite  comfortable."  An  alarm- 
ing state  of  collapse  somewhat 
suddenly  ensued,  and  it  was  found 
that  considerable  haemorrhage  had 
taken  place  from  the  uterus  : 
pressure  was  made  on  the  abdo- 
men ;  ice  was  introduced  into  the 
vagina,  and  various  means  employ- 
ed. No  further  discharge  of  blood 
took  place,  but  the  patient  was  in 
an  extreme  state  of  prostration, 
blanched,  and  perfectly  bloodless 
in  appearance;  the  pulse  not  high- 
er than  120,  but  sometimes  almost 
imperceptil)le.  Stimulants  (bran- 
dy and  port  wine)  were  freely 
given,  but  with  no  marked  bene- 
fit. In  this  state  of  afl'airs.  Dr. 
Blundell  arrived,  and  determined 
on  transfusion,  observing,  that  al- 
though there  were  soiiie  symp- 


toms absent,  which  were  neces- 
sary to  make  the  case  one  of  an 
extreme  kind,  namely,  a  greater 
rapidity  of  pulse,  and  restlessness; 
and  although  there  was  dL  possibi- 
lity of  the  patient  recovering,  as 
the  haemorrhage  was  restrained, 
yet  looking  to  the  exhausted  state 
of  the  patient,  and  the  slight  tem- 
porary benefit  that  had  accrued 
from  the  use  of  stimulants,  he 
thought  the  balance  was  against 
her,  and  that  it  was  desirable  to 
give  the  pabulum  vitae, — blood. 
About  eight  ounces,  procured 
from  the  arm  of  Mr.  Davies, 
were  injected  at  different  times 
— the  whole  operation  occupy- 
ing upwards  of  three  hours.  It 
was  not  until  the  whole  quantity 
had  been  thrown  in,  that  there 
was  any  decided  amendment  in 
the  condition  of  the  patient  ;  she 
then  rallied,  and  became  in  every 
respect  better.  Her  convales- 
cence has  been  gradual,  and  at 
this  time,  eleven  days  after  deli- 
very, she  is  doing  well.  The  lo- 
chial  discharge  has  returned  with- 
in the  last  three  days,  and  she 
says  that  she  feels  stronger  and 
better  than  in  the  same  lapse  of 
time,  after  her  two  previous  la- 
bors. There  has  been  some  tu- 
mefaction, and  likewise  pain  of 
the  arm,  in  which  the  transfusion 
was  made  ;  but  these  have  sub- 
sided. It  is  worthy  of  notice, 
that  the  patient  expresses  herself 
very  strongly  on  the  benefits  re- 
sulting from  the  injection  of  the 
blood  ;  her  observations  are  equi- 
valent to  this — that  she  felt  as  if 
life  were  infused  into  her  body. 

Double  Uterus^  and  double  Impreg- 
nation. 

L.  B.,  aetat.  30,  of  a  robust 
constitution,  had  been  in  labor  for 
two  days,  when  Dr,  Geiss,  who 
describes  the  case,  was  sent  for. 
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He  observed  that  the  pains  were 
confined  to  the  right  side,  where 
the  uterus  reached  almost  to  the 
true  ribs,  while,  on  the  left  side, 
it  did  not  rise  higher  than  the  na- 
vel.   The  external  genitals  were 
regularly  formed  ;  and  it  having 
been  found  that  the  shoulder  pre- 
sented, the  operation  of  turning 
was  resorted  to,  and  a  healthy 
female  child   extracted.  Soon 
after  delivery,  the  right  side  of 
the  abdomen  collapsed,  the  left 
half  retaining  its  size.    An  hour 
after  the  birth  of  this  child,  the 
labor-pains  returned,  and,  on  exa- 
mination, it  was  found  that,  at  the 
side  of  the  os  uteri,  and  quite  dis- 
tinct from  it,  there  existed  a  cir- 
cular opening,  through  which  the 
distended  membranes  of  another 
child  protruded.    It  was  a  full- 
grown  boy,  and,  after  its  birth. 
Dr.  Geiss,  having  introduced  his 
hand  into  the  left  cavity,  convinc- 
ed himself  that  it  had  no  commu- 
nication with  the  right  half  of  the 
uterus,  which  had  already  con- 
tracted.   The  left  uterus  con- 
tracted rather  slowly,  and  the 
patient  lost  much  blood  from  it. 
Two   months    afterwards,  both 
children,  as  well  as  the  mother, 
were  perfectly  healthy.  Two 
years  afterwards  she  was  again 
delivered,  but  of  one  child  only. 

RusVs  Magazine. 


BOSTON,TUESDAY,  MARCH  10, 1829. 

The  Transactions  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New- York, 
at  the  meetings  held  in  February, 
1829,  have  been  received.  The  So- 
ciety met  at  Albany,  on  Tuesday, 
the  3d  of  February,  and  was  in  ses- 
sion three  days.  Much  important 
business  was  transacted,  and  the  best 
spirit  evinced  to  preserve  to  the  pro- 


fession an  honorable  and  useful  in- 
fluence on  the  whole  commuuiiy.' 
A  communication  was  received  from 
the  Medical  Society  of  New-York, 
through  a  delegation  to  the  State 
Society,  requesting  the  cooperation 
of  the  latter  in  an  attempt  to  estab- 
lish a  State  Vaccination  Instiiutiun^ 
to  be  fixed  in  the  city  of  New-York  ; 
also  to  petition  the  legislature  for 
pecuniary  aid  to  relieve  the  embar- 
rassments of  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians   and    Surgeons  ;    to  procure 
changes  in  the  laws  regulating  the 
practice  of  Physic  and  Surgery  ;  and 
requesting  the  assistance  of  the  State 
Society  in  suppressing  intemperance^ 
and  preventing  irregular  vending  of 
medicine.    The  communication  was 
committed,  and  the  Committee  re- 
ported favorably  on  all  the  subjects^ 
enumerated,  excepting   that  which 
relates  to  an  aheration  in  the  laws 
regulating  the  practice  of  Physic  and 
Surgery.     Committees   were  then 
appointed  on  the  subject  of  a  Vac- 
cine Institution  ;  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons  ;  and  on  licens- 
ing retailers  of  medicine.    The  Com- 
mittee on  Prize  Questions  and  Dis- 
sertations then  reported — 

"  That  they  have  received  four 
dissertations  on  Typhous  Fever — 
but  from  the  late  period  of  their  ar- 
rival and  their  voluminous  contents, 
the  whole  of  the  committee  have  not 
had  sufficient  time  for  iheir  examina- 
tion. Your  c(»mmittee  will  be  able 
to  decide  on  their  merits  by  the  1st 
day  of  May  next.* 

"  *  The  mottos  of  the  above  Disserta- 
tions are  as  follows  : 

"  1.  'In  Medicina,  sine  qua  non  obser- 
vatio.'' 

'•2.  '  Ex  principiis  nascitur  probabilitas,. 
ex  factis  vero  Veritas.' 

'•'•3.  'Beatum  est  causas  cognoscere 
rerum. 

4.  *  Studiam  sine  calanio,  somnium. 
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"  For  the  ensuing  year,  they  would 
propose  the  following  questions — viz. 

"1.  The  history  of  Prussic  Acid  ; 
including  the  best  mode  of  preparing 
it,  its  modus  operandi — the  diseases 
in  which  it  is  most  useful,  and  the 
best  manner  of  exhibiting  it. 

2.  The  history,  preparation,  and 
medical  uses  of  Iodine. 

"3.  The  symptoms,  causes,  and 
treatment  of  Delirium  Tremens,  il- 
lustrated by  cases. 

4.  The  nature,  causes,  and  cure 
of  Psoriasis. 

"  Whereupon,  Resolved.,  That  the 
following  be  the  prize  questions  for 
the  year  1830. 

,  "  1.  The  history,  preparation, 
and  medical  uses  of  Iodine. 

"  2.  T^he  nature,  sj/mptoms,  causes, 
and  treatment  of  Delirium  Tremens, 
illustrated  hy  cases. 

"  On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the 
sum  of  Fifty  Dollars  be  offered  as  a 
premium  on  each  of  the  above  sub- 
jects." 

The  Transactions  contain  the  an- 
nual Address  by  T.  Romeyn  Beck, 
M.D.,  President  of  the  Society.  This 
is  a  very  valuable  part  of  the  volume. 
We  have  read  it  vvith  much  pleasure. 
Such  communications  cannot  fail  to 
exert  a  very  useful  influence  upon  the 
Society  itself  and  upon  the  profes- 
sion. They  show  very  distinctly 
that  a  strong  interest  is  felt  in  its 
character  by  those  who  have  been 
called  to  fill  its  high  offices, — that 
this  interest  is  not  lost  in  personal 
success,  but  is  ever  ready  to  discover 
itself  upon  all  such  occasions  as  de- 
mand it.  We  had  marked  some 
passages  in  this  address,  which,  by 
the  kindness  of  its  author,  had  reach- 
ed us  before  the  Transactions.  We 
are  always  happy  to  acknowledge 
such  obligations,  and  to  communicate, 
as  far  as  we  are  able,  the  valuable 


observations  of  which  we,  in  this 
way,  become  possessed. 

Dr.  Beck's  address  is  on  Improve- 
ment in  Medicine  ;  and  the  first  il- 
lustration he  off'ers  on  what  has  been 
done  to  promote  it,  is  the  distrust 
which  is  obtaining  against  general 
theories.  The  second  illustration  is 
derived  from  advancement  in  patho- 
logical research.  After  a  passing 
eulogy  of  Bichat  and  of  his  success- 
ful labors  in  the  promotion  of  this 
object,  Dr.  B.  remarks  : 

"  Look  at  the  practical  operation 
of  this  pursuit.  An  individual,  after 
struggling  with  disease  which  resists 
all  medical  skill,  sinks  under  its  ef- 
fects. The  symptoms  have  been 
narrowly  watched  by  his  attendant, 
and  he  has  endeavored  to  apply  ap- 
propriate remedies.  But  occasional- 
ly some  appearances  have  been  no- 
ticed, the  cause  of  which  he  cannot 
explain.  His  medical  agents  also 
do  not  produce  their  usual  efl'ects. 
What  are  the  morbid  changes  that 
have  caused  this  ?  If  the  lifeless 
body  be  consigned  to  its  mother 
earth  without  examination,  can  any 
information,  except  of  a  mere  nega- 
tive kind,  be  drawn  from  the  case, 
to  be  hereafter  applied  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  living  ?  Not  so  is  the  prac- 
tice iu  the  foreign  countries  which  I 
have  noticed.  The  view  of  the  ra- 
vages of  the  disease  illustrates  the 
alterations  which  have  taken  place  ; 
and  although  they  frequently  appear 
rather  as  effects,  than  causes,  yet 
sufficient  is  obvious  to  enable  useful 
deductions  to  be  formed,  to  explain 
many  of  the  symptoms,  and  to  fur- 
nish materials  for  reflection  and  im- 
provement in  future  practice.  Need 
I  suggest  that  many  diseases  are  yet 
imperfectly  understood,  and  can  only 
be  elucidated  by  the  light  of  this 
torch.  How  many  have  beeii  thus 
developed  by  the  labors  of  Morgag- 
ni,  Baillie  and  others.    How  many, 
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even  within  the  present  century,  have 
been  successfully  explored  by  Laen- 
nec  and  his  compeers  in  France,  by 
Bell  and  others  in  England.  The 
nature  of  new  or  unknown  diseases 
can  thus  alone  be  discovered.  Al- 
low me,  in  illustration,  to  refer  to  a 
case  of  mortality,  the  sudden  an- 
nouncement of  which  is  feelingly  re- 
membered by  every  man  in  the  com- 
munity who  was  then  living.  If  the 
death  of  our  beloved  and  lamented 
Washington,  was  owing,  as  would 
seem  from  the  brief  account  we  have 
of  his  symptoms,  to  the  disease  now 
styled  Laryngitis,  where  was  the  in- 
struction  to  guide  the  practitioner  ? 
It  was  not  until  several  years  there- 
after, that  the  sudden  decease  from  it 
of  two  distinguished  physicians  in 
London,  led  to  pathological  examina- 
tion. Its  nature  became  evident — 
its  mortality  was  rendered  less  cer- 
tain— and  dangerous  as  it  must  ever 
prove,  instances  are  even  multiplying 
of  recovery  from  its  effects.  And 
yet  this  disease  must  have  occurred 
centuries  ago,  and  who  can  tell  how 
many  lives  might  have  been  prolong- 
ed, had  its  character  been  thus  spe- 
cially marked  and/investigated  at  an 
early  period." 

Following  this  are  some  remarks 
on  the  importance  of  Dissection. 

"  The  tendency  of  these  observa- 
tions necessarily  leads  me  to  notice 
the  importance  of  dissection.  I  am 
aware  of  the  prejudices  that  must  be 
encountered  in  discussing  its  neces- 
sity ;  but  they  must  be  overcome,  if 
at  all,  by  arguments  that  shall  shake 
their  vehemence.  They  owe  their 
oriiiin,  in  some  respects,  to  the  best 
feelings  of  the  human  heart — while 
they  are  unquestionably  heightened 
by  the  practice  of  disinterment.  But 
it  is  because  we  would  render  this 
alternative  unnecessary,  that  I  ven- 
ture to  mention  the  subject. 

That  an  intin^.ate  knowledge  of 
the  condition  of  the  human  system, 
both  in  health  and  in  disease,  is  in- 
dispensable to  the  judicious  applica- 


tion of  curative  means,  would  seem 
to  be  an  axiom  that  requires  only  to 
be  stated,  in  order  to  meet  with  uni- 
versal credence.  It  is  no  less  cer- 
tain that  the  community  must  suffer 
from  the  conseqaences  of  ignorance. 
The  truth  of  those  remarks  appears 
most  strikingly  in  the  department  of 
surgery,  although  they  will  be  no  less 
conspicuous  to  him  who  will  investi- 
gate, in  that  of  medicine. 

""A  word  or  two  is  necessary  in 
defence  of  those  who  pursue  these 
studies.    All  will   grant  that  they 
would  not  have  been  selected,  except 
from  a  high  sense  of  duty.    It  re- 
quires some  lofty  incitement — some 
moral  courage,  to  be  thus  employed. 
The  mysterious  change  which  death 
induces,  is  alone  sufficient  to  startle 
the  buoyant  spirit ;  but  with  this,  the 
pathologist  must  familiarize  himself. 
He  proceeds  to  his  high  office  at  the 
risk  of  health — often  indeed  of  exist- 
ence.   I  appeal  to  your  reading,  in 
confirmatioi^  of  the  truth  of  my  as- 
sertion, that  for  several  years,  scarce- 
ly a  medical  journal  has  arrived  from 
abroad,  which  does  not  contain  an 
account  of  some  individual,  who  has 
either  met  with  irreparable  injury 
to  his  constitution,  or  has  lost  his 
life,  from  accidents  occurring  during 
dissection.     Instances  of  a  similar 
nature  have  happened  in  our  own 
country — and  apart  from  the  honor- 
able ambition  of  acquiring  some  fame, 
what  can  be  the  object  of  this  untir- 
ing and  hazardous  labor  ?    Is  it  not 
to  ascertain  what  has  been  the  cause 
of  the  mortality,  and  whether  its  seat 
and  nature  are  under  the  power  of 
human  skill  }    Surely,  under  the  ob- 
stacles which  I  have  noticed,  a  tri- 
umphant proof  is  given  of  the  desire 
of  improvement  in  our  profession." 

The  progress  of  medical  science 
is  shown  in  the  third  place,  in  the 
remarkable  improvement  which  has 
been  made  in  the  composition  and 
administration  of  remedies.  For  the 
remarks  under  this  head,  we  must 
refer  to  the  address* 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


THE  ATHENEUM; 

OR 

SPIRIT  OF  THE  ENGLISH  MAGAZINES. 

Embellished  with  elegant  colored  Plates  of 
the  Female  FasJiioas.^  Portraits  of  dis- 
tinguished Characters.,  &c.,  and  contain- 
ing select  Pieces  of  the  newest  Popular 
Music.   

THIS  Publication  is  intended  for  those 
who  desire  a  periodical  work  which 
"both  in  its  form,  and  the  nature  of  its  con- 
tents, is  more  eleg'ant  and  durable  than 
the  newspapers  of  the  day,  without,  on 
the  other  hand,  being  confined  to  the 
more  weighty  subjects  and  elaborate  cri- 
ticisms to  which  our  valuable  quarterly 
journals  are  devoted.  It  is  the  intention 
of  the  F.ditor  to  unite  instruction  with 
amusement,  and  that  those  who  read  for 
either  may  obtain  it  in  the  Atheneum,  from 
the  pens  of  the  most  distinguished  writers 
«of  the  age,  free  from  impure  admixture, 
and  without  having  their  neligious  or  po- 
litical creed  interfered  with. 

To  those  who  know  the  high  cha- 
racter of  many  of  the  English  Magazines, 
•a  better  idea  of  the  nature  of  (he  Athene- 
um cannot  be  given  than  by  stating  that 
it  contains  the  Spirit  of  these  Magazines 
and  those  of  Scotland  ;  a  preference  being 
g-iven  by  the  Editor,  however,  to  such  ar- 
ticles as  are  best  adapted  to  the  Ameri- 
can reader.  It  is  thus  designed  to 
constitute  a  work  which  will  unite  the 
vivid  sketching,  the  raciness  and  vigor  of 
Blackwood,  the  sprightly  and  elegant 
genius,  and  the  literary  discrimination  of 
the  iNew  Monthly,  with  the  qualities  of 
the  various  other  journals  of  merit.  The 
Poetry  with  which  it  is  enriched  cannot, 
while  (he  names  of  the  most  gifted  Eng- 
lish poets  are  on  the  list  of  contributors  to 
those  Magazines,  be  otherwise  than  the 
best. 

On  the  first  of  October  last  the  Third 
Series  of  the  Atheneum  was  commenced, 
on  an  improved  plan,  with  new  and  hand- 
some type.  Since  that  period,  (he  num- 
ber published  on  the  1st  of  each  month 
has  been  embellished  with  a  colored 
plate,  containing  two  whole-length  Por- 
trait-figures, representing  the  latest  FE- 
M  A  LE  FASHIONS.  These  are  executed 
on  tine  paper,  in  a  style  highly  ornamental 


to  the  work,  and  are  accompanied  by  full 
explanations.  Other  plates  are  occasion- 
ally introduced  : — No.  2,  of  the  present 
volume,  is  embellished  with  a  Portrait  of 
the  la,te  Bishop  Heber,  and  the  No.  for 
the  1st  of  March  with  one  of  Thomas 
Moore,  Esq.  On  the  15th  of  Febru- 
ary, a  piece  of  MUSIC  was  added,  which 
plan,  together  with  that  of  the  Fashions 
and  other  plates,  will  be  continued. 
The  recent  increase  of  its  circulation 
among  every  class  of  the  reading  com- 
munity, justifies  the  Publisher  in  be- 
lieving that  these  improvements,  com- 
bined with  the  value  of  its  literary  de- 
partment, have  rendered  the  Spirit  of  the 
English  Magazines  a  pleasing  and  useful 
accession  to  the  LADY'S  TOILET,  the 
DRAWING  ROOM  and  the  LIBRARY. 

The  Atheneum  is  published  at  184, 
Washington  Street,  Boston,  by  JOHN 
COTTON,  on  the  1st  and  15th  of  every 
month,  each  number  containing  40  pages, 
large  octavo,  and  forming  two  volumes  a 
year  of  480  pages  each.  The  price  of  the 
work,  with  the  Plates  of  the  Fashions,  is 
six  dollars  a  year;  without  them,  five 
dollars.  It  is  sent  by  mail  to  any  part  of 
the  United  States,  enclosed  in  strong 
wrappers.  Those  who  wish  for  the  back 
numbers  can  be  furnished  with  them. 

February  28,  1829. 


EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 
ICHARD  A.  NEWELL,  Druggist, 
91,  Summer  Street,  has  on  hand  a 
small  lot  of  EUROPEAN  LEECHES,  in 
excellent  order,  and  of  very  large  size, 
which  he  will  sell  at  a  fair  price. 

N.  B.  Leeches  applied  as^  usual,  or 
sent  to  any  part  of  the  city.  4t. 


SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  &  JOHN  HEN  SHAW  &;  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  Wiiprf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex 
tensive  assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 


LECTURES  ON  ANATOMY. 

TICKETS  of  admission  to  Dr.  J.  V.  C. 
SMITH'S  Evening  Lectures  on  An- 
atomy, may  be  obtained  at  BilEWER  & 
BROTHERS,  Apothecaries,  Washington 
Street.  Feb.  17. 
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I. 

Hospital  Report. 

The  f!»llowing,  among  other  cases, 
have  been  admitted  into  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital  within  a 
few  days.* 
March^  1829. 

Catharine  B.,  est.  51,  widow. — 
This  patient  noticed  darting  pains 
in  right  breast  last  May  for  the 
first  time.  Were  not  constant, — 
particularly  felt  after  handling  or 
disturbing  the  breast.  She  could 
discover  no  tumor  or  unnatural 
hardness  in  the  organ.  Latter 
part  of  suinnner,  began  to  swell. 
Skin  became  red,  and  sometimes 
slightly  livid.  About  five  weeks 
ago,  began  to  grow  hard  through- 
out the  whole  gland, — skin  more 
livid;  pains  more  frequent.  Now 
enlarged,  scirrhous  ;  nipple  some- 
what drawn  in  ;  painful,  particu- 
larly after  examination;  skin  mot- 
tled. 

She  has  had  ten  children,  the 
last  about  six  years  ago  ;  has  al- 
ways enjoyed  most  perfect  health, 
and  is  very  large  and  fat. 

The  tumor  is  large  ;  not  dis- 
tinctly circumscribed  ;  irregular 

*  The  records  of  these  cases  are  made 
by  William  Farker,  A.B.,  one  of  the  house 
physicians;  and  the  additional  obsen^a- 
■tious  and  remarks  by  the  attendin<j  sur- 
geou  of  the  Hospital,  Ur.  V.'arren. 
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in  feeling  ;  not  discolored  ;  not  so 
hard  as  many  tumors  in  this  part. 
The  glands  in  the  axilla  are  not 
swelled.  The  patient's  breath  is 
not  good  ;  she  has  particularly  a 
shortness  or  constraint  in  respira- 
tion ;  want  of  appetite,  and  in- 
creased frequency  of  pulse. 

At  first  view,  this  case  might 
be  taken  for  a  cancerous  disease. 
It  however  differs  from  this  af- 
fection in  the  want  of  hardness 
and  regularity  in  the  tumor  ; 
in  the  character  of  the  pain, 
which  is  aching,  rather  than  burn- 
ing ;  also  in  the  excessive  tender- 
ness of  the  swelling  on  its  being 
handled. 

These  circumstances,  together 
with  the  bad  state  of  general 
health,  led  Dr.  Warren  to  decide 
against  an  operation,  and  he  re- 
ferred her  to  the  charge  of  the 
attending  physician  of  the  Hos* 
pital. 

C.  M.,  aet.  15,  Boston.— En- 
largement of  glands  of  neck.  This 
patient  says,  has  always  noticed 
a  small  tumor  under  the  right  an- 
gle of  jaw,  and  that  it  has  remain- 
ed perfectly  stationary,  without 
pain  or  inconvenience.  About 
two  months  since,  was  unwell  ; 
had  no  appetite  ;  felt  a  general 
languor  and  diminution  of  strength. 
Soon  after  this,  the  small  tumor 
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was  found  to  be  increasing.  Took 
medicine,  by  which  the  mouth 
was  made  sore  ;  made  some  ex- 
ternal applications,  all  to  no  ad- 
vantage. The  swelling  went  on 
rapidly,  though  not  attended  with 
much  pain.  About  three  weeks 
ago,  first  began  to  feel  sore  in  the 
right  tonsil,  and  impeded  degluti- 
tion. This  has  now  increased  to 
the  size  of  a  shagbark;  is  actually 
very  troublesome  ;  hard  ;  not  very 
tender.  Tonsil  red,  but  not  as  if 
about  to  suppurate  ;  has  greatly 
diminished  the  isthmus  fascium. 
Quite  deaf  in  his  risjht  ear  ;  has 
had  a  blister  applied  behind  the 
ear. 

His  general  health  has  ever 
been  delicate  ;  more  deranged  in 
spring  for  some  years  past.  Coun- 
tenance florid  ;  skin  fair  ;  eyes 
blue  ;  pupil  dilates  largely.  Says 
his  family  have  never  been  trou- 
bled with  glandular  swellings. 

This  is  not  the  common  glandu- 
lar swelling  of  the  neck.  It  has 
about  the  size  of  an  egg,  though 
irregular  in  form,  from  the  num- 
ber of  lymphatic  glands  affected. 
From  the  common  glandular  swell- 
ing it  differs  in  its  duration  ;  its 
hardness  ;  its  connection  with 
the  tonsil  ;  in  its  painfulness,  and 
disposition  to  affect  the  whole 
body. 

The  patient  having  been  first 
relieved  by  a  saline  purgative, 
was  ordered  to  take  the  muriatic 
acid  in  the  following  form  : — 

R.  Acidi  Muriatici,  3i. 
Aquae  distilhitae,  3viij. 
Conserv.  Rosae,  3  >.         et  filtra. 

Take  half  an  ounce  once  in  two 
hoiirs.  liihalation  of  the  steam 
of  hot  vinegar.  Gargle  of  decoc- 
tion of  chamomile. 

Three  leeches  to  the  external 
tumor,  and  afterwards  a  poultice 


of  bread,  water,  and  sea-weed, 
applied  warm,  every  four  hours. 

When  the  inflammation  of  the 
tonsil  is  somewhat  reduced,  to 
take  three  grains  of  the  Hydrio- 
date  of  Soda,  three  times  a  day, 
and  the  tepid  sea-water  bath. 

Swelling  of  the  knee. — Mr. 
Garr,  laborer,  Boston,  aet.  30. 
About  21  months  since,  patient 
slipped  from  a  chair  and  came 
upon  the  inner  condyle  of  the  fe- 
mur. Felt  no  pain  at  the  time, 
and  was  not  lame  after  the  acci- 
dent. He  noticed  nothing  till 
about  two  months  since,  then  felt 
a  darting  pain,  extending  upwards 
and  downwards  from  the  joint. 
This  pain  not  constant.  In  a  short 
time,  noticed  swelling  between 
patella  and  inner  condyle  of  fe- 
mur. A  day  or  two  after  this, 
was  obliged  to  work  in  water  for 
some  hours.  Immediately  after 
this,  pain  and  swelling  increased, 
and  lameness  ensued.  He  then 
applied  N.  E.  rum  a  few  times 
with  great  relief ;  has  done  no- 
thing: since.  Swelling:  has  increas- 
ed  more  at  times,  particularly  af- 
ter an  exposure  and  cold.  At 
present,  knee  not  very  sore,  but 
tender.  Tibia  and  fibula  natural; 
motion  difficult  ;  whole  joint  about 
two  inches  larger  than  the  natu- 
ral size. 

This  patient  is  so  lame  as  to  be 
disqualified  for  pursuing  the  oc- 
cupation by  which  he  has  gained 
his  living  ;  and  though  respectable 
in  his  character,  was  reduced  to 
a  state  of  great  poverty  and  pri-, 
vation,  till  he  fortunately  met  the 
eye  of  a  humane  gentleman,  who 
advised  him  to  the  hospital  and 
procured  him  a  bed  there. 

The  enlargement  of  the  knee 
is  general,  and  for  the  most  part 
hard.    No  texture  seems  to  be^ 
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affected  exclusively,  but  all  par- 
take in  the  derangement  ;  of 
course,  the  case  will  be  difficult 
and  slow  of  remedy. 

The  patient's  health  being 
good,  no  internal  remedies  are 
advised  at  present. 

He  is  first  to  maintain  perfect 
rest  in  the  horizontal  posture  ; 
second,  to  have  a  tepid  sea-water 
fomentation  twice  a  day,  followed 
by  friction  continued  half  an  hour, 
at  each  lime. 

Fungus  Hcematodes  on  right  leg^ 
outside^  and  eight  inches  below  knee 
joint. — Mrs.  D.,  Eet.  50.  Little 
more  than  a  year  since,  bruised 
the  limb  against  the  wheel  of  a 
waggon.  The  part  was  considera- 
bly discolored,  and  patient  lame 
for  three  or  four  weeks.  Often 
struck  the  part  when  carrying  a 
bucket,  and  thus  kept  up  an  irri- 
tation for  a  time  in  the  part  ; 
made  no  application,  but  as  lame- 
ness subsided,  thought  all  was 
well.  About  two  months  from 
the  time  she  was  hurt,  while  ac- 
cidentally passing  the  hand  over 
the  leg,  perceived  a  tumor  as 
large  as  an  acorn.  It  was  hard  ; 
not  tender  to  touch  ;  skin  white 
and  shining.  Showed  it  to  a  phy- 
sician a  few  days  after,  who  call- 
ed it  a  scrofulous  wen^  and  pro- 
posed to  remove  it,  but  patient 
would  not  consent.  He  made 
some  application  and  left  her. 
From  this  time  it  increased  very 
fast,  retaining  the  same  aspect. 
Saw  Dr.  Kittredge.  He  ordered 
salt  water  bath,  ointment,  &c. 
This  had  no  effect  in  retarding 
the  growth,  but  in  keeping  it  cool. 
Saw  Dr.  Whiting,  of  Haverhill. 
He  ordered  showering,  otherwise 
perfect  quiet  to  the  part;  but  not- 
withstanding, continued  to  grow, 
retaining  same  external  appear- 


ance. At  this  time  she  chanced 
to  fall  in  vvith  a  quack^  who  at- 
tempted to  produce  sup|)u ration. 
While  under  his  treatment,  and 
when  as  large  as  a  goose  egg,  it 
changed  its  complexion;  became 
very  red  and  hot  ;  bloodvessels 
began  to  show  themselves.  This 
happened  about  five  months  since. 
From  that  time  to  this,  has  made 
several  trivial  applications.  Be- 
gan to  bleed  about  three  wrecks 
since,  and  has  continued;  it  is  now 
as  large  as  an  infant's  head  ;  of  a 
sublivid  appearance.  Pains  shoot 
from  it  to  the  groin  and  ankle, 
and,  as  she  thinks,  affect  every 
part. 

General  health  not  very 
good. 

This  interesting  case  was  sent 
to  the  Hospital  by  Dr.  Kit- 
tredge, of  Andover.  This  gen- 
tleman having  detected  the  dan- 
gerous nature  of  the  disease,  in- 
formed the  patient  that  unless  re- 
moved speedily,  it  would  prove 
fatal.  He  then  wrote  to  Dr. 
Warren,  stating  the  case  and  the 
destitute  condition  of  the  patient, 
and  requested  a  free  bed  for  her. 
This  being  immediately  obtained, 
the  patient  came  to  the  Hospital 
on  the  2d  of  March. 

The  aspect  of  the  tumor  w^as 
truly  formidable.*  Its  circumfe- 
rence about  sixteen  inches.  The 
fungous  protrusion  through  the 
skin,  which  had  appeared  within  a 
few  days  only,  had  alread)-  attained 
the  size  of  six  itrches  in  circum- 
ference. The  color  of  the  fungus 
was  a  dark  red,  interniixed  with 
purple  ;  that  of  the  ttj(nor,  still 
covered  by  the  skin,  was  varie- 
gated with  red,  green,  purple, 


*  A  drawing-  has  been  made  of  this 
fungfus,  which  we  shall,  perhaps,  publish 
heisjai'ter. 
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blue,  and  white,  richly  intermix- 
ed. Whenever  the  dressings 
were  removed,  the  fungus  bled 
in  a  copious  manner,  sometimes 
till  the  patient  was  quite  ex- 
hausted. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  a  meeting 
of  the  consulting  physicians  being 
called,  Dr.  Welsh  and  Dr. 
Walker  attended  ;  who,  with 
the  assistant  surgeons.  Dr.  Rey- 
nolds and  Dr.  Otis,  proceeded 
to  examine  the  tumor,  and  decid- 
ed in  favor  of  an  immediate  am- 
putation. 

The  operation  was  directly 
performed  by  Dr.  Warren,  as 
follows: — The  patient  was  placed 
on  a  firm  table,  of  convenient 
height;  the  pelvis  brought  as  near 
as  possible  to  the  edge,  and  the 
patient's  arms  and  shoulders  well 
supported  by  two  assistants,  to 
prevent  her  from  slipping  for- 
wards. The  leg  was  firmly  and 
carefully  held  by  Mr.  Parker, 
the  house  surgeon.  The  care  of 
compressing  the  femoral  artery 
in  the  groin  was  confided  to  Dr. 
Reynolds  ;  and  that  of  supporting 
the  integuments  of  the  thigh  and 
the  flap,  to  Dr.  Otis.  The  ope- 
rator, standing  on  the  right  side 
of  the  patient,  placed  his  left 
hand  on  the  thigh,  so  that  the 
edge  touched  the  patella  ;  then 
raising  the  hand  to  the  line  indi- 
cated by  the  superior  edge  of  the 
hand,  there  he  applied  the  knife, 
carrying  it  round  the  inside  of  the 
limb,  and  then  with  a  sweep  along 
the  outside,  so  as  to  divide  pre- 
cisely the  skin  all  around.  Next, 
setting  the  instrument  on  the  mus- 
cles exactly  below  the  retracted 
skin,  he  divided  the  muscles  on 
the  fore  part,  and  with  a  second 
stroke,  on  the  back  part  of  the 
thigh.  Drawing  up  the  skin  and 
muscles  with  the  aid  of  the  assist- 


ant, the  knife  was  carried  through 
the  remaining  muscles  to  the  bone. 
A  retractor  of  linen  was  directly 
applied,  and  being  taken  by  the 
assistant  surgeon,  was  strongly 
drawn  upwards,  especially  on  the 
back  of  the  limb.  Finding  a  slight 
protrusion  of  muscle  through  the 
retractor  about  the  bone,  this  was 
divided  by  a  scalpel  and  the  saw 
applied  to  the  bone.  This  being 
supported  by  the  left  hand  of  the 
operator,  was,  by  short  strokes, 
entered  into  the  bone  ;  and  being 
fixed,  the  strokes  were  lengthen- 
er^  gradually  and  deliberately. 
Now,  the  assistant,  slightly  in- 
clining the  leg  upwards,  caught 
the  saw,  but  immediately  cor- 
recting the  position,  the  sawing 
was  completed. 

The  retractor  was  then  taken 
off  and  a  tenaculum  passed  through 
the  coats  of  the  femoral  artery  ; 
this  vessel  was  drawn  out  and 
carefully  tied  with  a  silk  ligature, 
one  end  of  which  was  cut  close 
to  the  artery,  the  other  brought 
out  of  the  wound.  Another  arte- 
ry of  some  size  was  then  tied. 
The  pressure  in  the  groin  being 
removed,  no  other  artery  bled, 
excepting  a  small  one  in  the  sub- 
cutaneous cellular  membrane,  in 
which  it  was  buried.  This  being 
drawn  out,  a  small  ligature  was 
ap[)lied  ;  but  im(nediately  the  pa- 
tient screamed  violently.  Per- 
ceiving there  must  be  a  small 
n(irvous  filament  included,  the 
Oj)erator  cut  off  this  ligature, 
drew  out  the  cellular  membrane 
with  a  tenaculum,  and  from  the 
midst  of  it  separated  the  little 
artery  by  a  forceps,  and  a  ligature 
was  again  applied;  but  the  patient 
cried  out  as  before.  Finding  that 
the  filament  was  very  small,  it 
was  not  thought  expedient  to  re- 
peat the  attempt  to  exclude  it. 
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The  ligature  was  drawn  as  tight 
as  possible  and  the  pain  ceased. 

The  artery  had  been  so  effect- 
ually compressed  in  the  groin, 
that  scarcely  any  arterial  blood 
was  lost.  Finding,  however,  that 
the  veins  bled  freely,  a  circular 
bandage  was  at  once  carried  a 
few  times  round  the  stump,  and 
this  venous  bleeding  was  stop- 
ped. 

The  patient  was  put  to  bed  for 
three  hours  ;  then  the  dressings 
were  applied,  of  adhesive  plaster 
and  bandage,  as  usual.  No  he- 
morrhage followed.  At  the  even- 
ing visit,  the  patient  was  free 
from  pain  and  comfortable. 

The  circular  and  the  flap  ope- 
ration of  the  thigh  have  been  tried 
alternately  at  the  Hospital  for 
some  time  back.  On  a  review 
of  these  operations,  the  prefer- 
ence is  given  to  the  circular  for 
the  following  reasons  : — First. 
The  wound  made  in  this  mode  is 
not  so  vast.  Second.  The  he- 
morrhage is  less.  Third.  The 
incisions  are  move  regular  and 
precise,  than  in  the  flap  operation. 
Fourth.  The  constitutional  affec- 
tion, and,  of  course,  the  danger, 
is  less,  in  the  circular,  than  the 
flap  operation.  The  last  can  be 
done  quicker,  and  makes  a  good 
stump.  These  advanta'^cs  do  not 
overbalance  the  objections.  Whe- 
ther the  operation  is  a  minute  and 
a  half  or  four  minutes  in  duration, 
is  not  so  important,  as  that  the 
patient's  safety  should  be  ensured. 
When  the  operation  is  done  as 
above  described,  all  the  incisions 
are  smooth  and  exact ;  not  the 
least  irregularity  of  muscle  ap- 
pears on  the  face  of  the  stump  ; 
and  the  covering  of  muscle,  cel- 
lular membrane,  and  skin,  is  as 
perfect  as  possible. 
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Case  in  which  the  Tincture  of  Io- 
dine was  externally  used. 

Communicated  to  the  Editors  of  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

In  your  last  number  were  publish- 
ed some  extracts  from  a  work,  on 
the  use  of  the  Tincture  of  Iodine 
in  diseases  of  the  joints,  &c.  I 
had  a  case  under  treatment  at  the 
time  I  read  the  notice,  which  I 
thought  might  be  benefited  by  Mr. 
Buchanan's  plan.  The  following 
is  a  brief  account  of  the  case  and 
the  effects  of  the  Iodine. 

T.  R.,aged  about  14.  Has  for 
three  or  four  years  or  more  been 
annoyed  with  rheumatism.  His 
family  is  rheumatic  and  gouty. 
Has  had  himself  chronic  rheuma- 
tism in  many  joints,  the  smaller 
as  well  as  the  larger.  The  knee 
was  long  aflilicted  in  this  way. 
Great  enlargement  and  stiffness, 
but  not  much  pain,  followed  one 
of  the  attacks.  Effusion  took 
place,  and  an  impert^ect  pus  was 
at  length  discharged  from  a  small 
and  round  opening.  This  was 
slow  to  heal.  Similar  trouble 
occurred  to  one  toe,  and  the  top 
of  the  foot  of  the  same  limb. 
The  whole  aspect  of  this  boy  was 
bad,  and  I  was  not  a  little  sur- 
prised, as  well  as  gratified,  at  his 
progress  to  recovery.  This  was 
perfect.  He  had  been  greatly 
emaciated,  pale,  and  feeble,  re- 
sembling most  truly,  in  his  whole 
appearance,  the  cases  of  scrofula, 
with  imperfect  nutrition,  we  so 
often  meet  with.  He  grew  fleshy, 
with  good  complexion,  and  was  as 
active  and  happy  as  any  of  his 
mates. 

Rheumatism  attacked  him  again 
some  months  since.  It  pursued 
very  much  its  own  and  its  old 
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course.  It  subsided  at  last,  leav- 
ing his  left  elbow  stiff,  some  swol- 
len, with  the  forearm  bent  at  a 
right  angle  with  the  humerus. 
This  had  been  long  the  case  when 
I  saw  him.  I  was  called  to  see 
the  father,  laboring  under  acute 
rheumatism,  when  I  was  asked  to 
look  at  the  boy,  Thomas.  I  have 
described  the  state  of  the  elbow. 
His  general  health  was  better 
than  common  after  an  attack. 
All  I  recommended  was  friction, 
with  daily  attempts  to  move  the 
joint.  Much  was  done  by  this 
course.  The  swelling  slowly 
subsided,  and  the  angle  of  the 
elbow,  from  96  deg.,  became  one 
of  45.  At  this  time  1  saw  the  use 
of  the  Tincture  of  Iodine  recom- 
mended, and  though  something  had 
been  gained  after  a  pretty  long 
trial  of  the  above  means,  I  deter- 
oiined  to  try  the  Tincture  of  Io- 
dine, after  the  method  of  Mr. 
Buchanan.  It  was  tried  three 
times,  at  intervals  of  about  four- 
teen hours, — the  strength  of  the 
tincture  being  one  drachm  of  iodine 
to  three  ounces  of  rectified  spirit, 
applied  by  means  of  a  feather. 

Slight  swelling  followed  the 
first  application,  more  the  second, 
and  so  much  the  third,  as  to  ex- 
cite much  alarm  in  the  friends, 
and  to  give  the  limb  a  truly  for- 
midable appearance.  The  whole 
arm  was  swollen,  from  the  top  of 
the  shoulder  to  the  hand,  and  part 
of  this  last.  The  skin  was  tight, 
at  first  glossy,  and  then  covered 
with  miliary  vesicles.  It  was 
very  hot,  and  itched  and  smarted. 
Any  considerable  motion  of  the 
arm  produced  rupture  of  these 
vesicles  ;  and  especially  when  an 
'Utempt  was  made  to  bend  the 
'Tm,  a  large  discharge  of  wa- 
.er  took  place.  It  was  most 
eonsiderable  from  the  inside  of 


the  elbow  joint.  General  irri- 
tation was  manifested,  by  heat 
of  surface,  flush  in  face,  thirst, 
dry  tongue,  &c.  He  was  also 
costive.  Means  were  at  once 
used  to  diminish  the  local  dis- 
ease, and  to  evacuate  the  bow- 
els. These,  consisted  in  solution 
of  acetate  of  lead  by  day,  poultice 
of  same  at  night,  and  a  saline  ca- 
thartic dranorht.  The  second  day 
the  general  symptoms  had  much 
yielded,  and  the  swelling,  &c. 
have  since  continued  to  decline. 

The  immediate  effects  of  the 
Iodine  were  more  severe  from 
this  mode  of  using  it,  viz.,  tinc- 
ture applied  by  means  of  a  fea- 
ther, than  I  have  seen  from  any 
other  use  of  the  remedy.  It  was 
probably  applied  too  often, — a 
day,  at  least,  should  intervene 
before  it  be  repeated.  But  in 
this  case,  local  symptoms  appear- 
ed immediately,  and  the  constitu- 
tional ones  were  considerable. 
There  might  have  been  something 
in  the  patient  that  aided  in  the 
production  of  the  severe  symptoms 
recorded.  The  case  is  given 
for  caution.  No  such  effects  are 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Buchanan.  The 
limb  should  be  carefully  watched, 
and  the  remedy  lessened  or  dis- 
continued when  any  local  effects 
begin  to  manifest  themselves,  If 
any  further  circumstances  of  im- 
portance occur  in  this  case,  I  will 
send  them  to  you  for  publication. 
Yours,  &c.,  A.  B. 

March,  1829. 


III. 

Lectures  on  the  JSTervous  System, 

It  is  generally  known  that  Mr. 
Charles  Bell  has  offered  to  the  pub- 
lic many  new  views  respecting  the 
nervous  system.    These  views  are 
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founded  on  a  vast  number  and  va- 
riety of  experiments.  Mr.  Bell  the 
last  year  gave  four  Lectures  on  tiie 
nervous  system  to  the  London  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons.  Abstracts  of  these 
have  been  published.  The  following 
is  the  Introductory  Lecture  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen, — 
You  perceive  by  the  preparations 
and  drawings  around  me  the  sub- 
ject of  the  lecture.  I  have  de- 
ferred to  the  very  last  my  obser- 
vations on  the  ner^^ous  system,  and 
I  would  still  defer  them,  if  I 
thought  I  were  prepared  with  an- 
other subject  as  well  suited  to  fix 
your  attention.  If  I  enter  upon 
it  unwillingly,  it  is  not  so  much 
from  the  conduct  of  those  who 
have  opposed  my  particular  views, 
as  from  the  overpowering  recol- 
lections of  him  from  whom  I  have 
received  the  chief  assistance,  and 
who  is  in  my  mind  associated  with 
every  step  of  this  inquiry  : — lost 
to  my  affections,  and  to  the  pro- 
fession, a  painful  blank  is  present- 
ed in  performing  this  task. 

We  enter  upon  a  subject  the 
most  difficult  of  all  anatomy.  The 
nerves  have  been  called  the  vital 
solids,  as  it  is  on  them,  in  an  es- 
pecial manner,  that  the  chief  en- 
dowments of  life  are  bestowed. 
Through  them,  we  are  prepared 
to  comprehend  the  phenomena  of 
a  living  body,  and  are  enabled  to 
observe  and  arrange  the  symptoms 
of  disease  :  it  is  therefore  by  far 
the  highest  department  of  anato- 
my, and  on  that  account  well  suit- 
ed to  the  audience  which  I  have 
now  the  honor  of  addressing. 

The  nerves  themselves  inform 
us  of  nothing  :  it  is  not  yet  deter- 
mined if  they  be  sources  of  pow- 
er :  but  by  observing  their  rela- 
tions, and  their  course  through 


the  different  parts  of  the  body, 
we  arrive  at  the  most  curious  and 
important  conclusions. 

When  the  nerves  are  minutely 
dissected,  they  present  an  extra- 
ordinary degree  of  intricacy,  which 
may  excuse  some  in  saying  that 
the  study  of  them  can  lead  to  no 
useful  result.  The  discovery  of 
new  branches  of  nerves,  or  of  new 
ganglions,  have  tended  only  to  in- 
volve the  subject  in  deeper  ob- 
scurity, and  to  repel  inquiry  in  the 
last  fifty  years.  Diligence  finds 
its  reward  in  the  enthusiasm  that 
springs  out  of  it.  There  was  a 
pupil  in  Windmill  Street,  a  Ger- 
man physician,  who  dissected  the 
nerves  with  extraordinary  perse- 
verance, so  that  when  the  body 
was  lifted  out  of  the  spirits  in 
which  it  was  preserved,  it  pre- 
sented a  complete  tissue,  or  net- 
work of  nerves  all  over  it.  Dif- 
ferent individuals  form  different 
anticipations  of  their  employment 
in  a  future  life.  Painters  have 
assigned  us  our  places  and  occu- 
pation, surrounded  with  clouds 
and  sun-beams  :  but  this  gentle- 
man's notions  of  the  pleasures  of 
a  future  state  were,  that  he  might 
prosecute  these  nerves  to  still 
greater  minuteness,  and  know 
their  origins  and  terminations. 

If  you  contemplate  a  body  that 
has  been  thus  preserved  in  spirits 
for  three  Qionths,  and  dissected 
morning,  noon,  and  night,  the  tis- 
sue of  nerves  which  is  displayed 
appears  in  inextricable  confusion. 
It  is  difficulty  to  conceive  that 
there  is  design  and  system  here  : 
look  even  to  this  drawing,  or  to 
these  preparations,  and  you  see 
threads  of  nerves  passing  in  all 
directions — some  part  of  the  body 
receiving  one  nerve,  another  two; 
some  three,  or  even  more  :  you 
see  little  ganglions  seated  in  dif- 
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ferent  parts,  as  if  it  were  by 
chance;  and  nerves  diverging  from 
them  or  seeming  to  terminate  in 
them,  and  the  whole  is  in  apparent 
confusion.  But  when  you  dissect 
a  second  body,  and  perhaps  a 
third  ;  and  when  your  curiosity 
leads  you  to  inquire  whether  a 
certain  part  is  supplied  with  one, 
two,  or  three  nerves  in  all  the 
bodies,  or  whether  the  same  little 
ganglion  lodges  in  the  same  recess, 
and  receives  the  same  branches 
in  the  first  and  in  the  second  and 
the  third,  and  you  discover  that 
the  nerves  correspond  exactly  in 
every  body, — that  there  is  no  such 
thin  a  a  nerve  diviatlng,  or  be- 
ing wanting,  unless  through  the 
hurry  or  awkwardness  of  dissec- 
tion, you  are  constrained  to  be- 
lieve that  the  confusion  is  in  our 
heads,  and  that  there  must  reign 
a  symmetry  and  a  systematic  ar- 
rangement in  the  distribution  of 
the  nerves.  Now  the  desire  to 
find  the  clue  to  this  labyrinth  na- 
turally arises.  The  origin  and 
distribution  of  each  nerve  must 
surely  explain  its  function  and 
use  :  therefore  the  relations  of 
the  nerves  must  be  like  a  lan- 
guage :  and  how  happy  should  we 
be  to  find  a  key  that  made  the 
characters  of  this  language  intel- 
ligible ! 

The  history  of  this  subject  does 
not  assist  us  much:  one  prevailing 
error  has  misled  all  who  have 
entered  upon  it.  From  the  tifne 
of  Herophilus  and  Erasistratus, 
the  ancient  physicians  had  the 
notion  that  the  brain  presided 
over  the  animal  system,  by  the 
mediation  of  the  spinal  marrow 
and  the  nerves  which  are  produc- 
ed from  it,  and  distributed  to  the 
body.  From  the  time  of  Galen, 
they  knew  that  by  cutting  or  tying 
a  nerve,  or  in  any  way  intercept- 


ing the  communication  with  the 
brain,  the  parts  to  which  it  be- 
longed were  immediately  depriv- 
ed of  sense  and  motion.  What 
Dr.  Martin  (in  the  Edinburgh  Es- 
says) calls  the  prettiest  in- 
stance," was  their  experiment  of 
tying  the  arteries  by  the  side  of 
the  windpipe,  and  immediately 
striking  the  animal  dumb.  Ga- 
len, who  labored  at  this  matter 
more  than  any  of  his  predecessors, 
proved  that  it  was  not  tying  the 
vessels,  but  the  recurrent  nerves; 
which,  by  depriving  the  glottis  of 
power,  destroyed  the  voice. 

The  operators,  in  those  days, 
appear  to  have  had  that  boldness 
which  characterises  ignorance. 
A  scrofulous  boy,  falling  into  the 
hands  of  an  ignorant  surgeon,  had 
a  tumor  extirpated  from  the  neck, 
and  the  recurrent  nerve  at  the 
same  time  cut,  by  which  he  lost 
half  the  strength  of  his  voice  ; — 
and  it  is  added  that  he  escaped 
better  than  another  boy,  who,  in 
a  similar  operation,  had  both  the 
recurrents  cut,  and  was  left  quite 
dumb. 

However,  such  were  the  oc- 
currences and  experiments  which 
confirmed  the  notion  that  all  pow- 
er emanated  from  the  brain.  The 
prevalence  of  the  same  opinions 
has  been  a  natural  consequence 
of  looking  on  the  subject  exactly 
in  the  same  aspect.  Every  trea- 
tise begins  formally  with  the  enu- 
meration of  the  parts  of  the  nerv- 
ous system  ;  as  the  brain,  the  spi- 
nal marrow,  the  nerves,  &c.  think- 
ing that,  by  such  an  enumeration, 
an  exactness  and  precision  must 
attend  their  method  ;  whereas,  in 
fact,  they  have  already  entered 
on  a  wrong  path,  and  have  taken 
an  improper  guide. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  more  ex- 
tensive survey  of  animated  nature 
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febould  have  informed  them,  long 
before  the  present  age,  that  there 
are  innumerable  animals  which 
have  neither  brain  nor  nerves, 
and  yet  have  life,  and  sensibility, 
and  motion.  By  such  a  contem- 
plation of  the  chain  of  beings,  we 
learn  that  the  matter  which  pos- 
sesses the  endowment,  and  which 
is  capable  of  being  excited,  and 
consequently  of  reaction,  exists 
independently  of  the  brain  and 
nerves  ;  and  that  this  matter  of 
nerve  is  diffused  in  the  animal 
body.  It  would  not  be  a  just  me- 
thod of  investigating,  to  admit  that 
the  same  phenomena  were  pro- 
duced by  different  organizations. 
If  sensibility  and  motion  belong  to 
the  nerves — if  the  matter  of  the 
nerves  be  appropriated  for  re- 
ceiving these  endowments  of  life 
— we  are  not  authorized,  when 
the  same  phenomena  are  present- 
ed, to  presume  that  these  result 
from  any  other  organization  than 
that  of  nerves.  Therefore,  if  we 
see,  in  the  lower  creatures,  that 
they  shrink  from  injury,  it  implies 
that  they  have  nervous  matter 
distributed  in  the  body,  although 
not  in  that  form  to  be  displayed 
by  the  knife  of  the  anatomist. 
The  matter  of  nerve  is  diffused, 
not  bound  up  in  cords. 

If  the  investigation  were  prose- 
cuted from  this  point,  and  by  as- 
cending in  the  scale  of  animals,  it 
would  soon  be  made  apparent  that 
nervous  threads  were  introduced 
to  connect  parts  already  in  pos- 
session of  vital  power;  that  organs 
are  connected  in  sympathy  through 
them,  so  as  to  constitute  a  circle 
of  the  economy  ;  and  muscles  are 
associated  by  them,  so  as  to  com- 
bine in  action. 

But  the  subject  has  not  been 
pursued  in  this  manner.  Galen, 
as  we  have  said,  described  mi- 


nutely the  brain,  the  medulla  spi- 
nalis, and  the  nerves  proceeding 
from  the  brain.  He  taught  that 
the  will  resides  in  the  brain,  as 
the  origin  of  the  nerves,  and  that 
the  nerves  are  tubes  carrying  ani- 
mal spirits  from  the  brain  to  the 
moving  parts  of  the  body.  A  lu- 
cid spirit,  he  says,  may  be  seen 
flowing  through  them  ;  but  some 
of  the  nerves  are,  in  his  opinion, 
not  hollow,  and  the  influence  is 
propagated  along  these,  by  im- 
pulse. The  anatomy  and  the  opi- 
nions of  Galen  prevailed  from  the 
second  to  the  sixteenth  century, 
down  ti)  the  time  of  Vesalius. — 
(The  Professor,  at  tliis  part,  in- 
troduced a  slight  notice  of  Vesa- 
lius's  life  and  pursuits,  as  forming 
an  aera  in  the  progress  of  anato- 
my.)— Though,  on  many  points, 
Vesalius  resisted  the  authority  of 
Galen,  he  adopted  both  his  anato- 
my and  his  opinions  of  the  nervous 
system,  with  little  variation.  With 
him,  the  vital  spirits  were  formed 
from  the  blood  in  the  brain,  were 
collected  in  the  cavities,  04-  ven- 
tricles, and  there  elaborated  ; — 
thence  he  traced  them  into  the 
spinal  marrow  and  the  roots  of 
the  nerves,  and  so  over  the  body. 
These  doctrines  came  down,  with 
no  essential  variation,  till  the  time 
of  Haller.  Willis,  indeed,  gave 
us  an  arrangement  of  the  system, 
adapted  to  the  dissection  of  the 
body,  and  he  entertained  many 
ingenious  conjectures  on  the  uses 
of  the  parts  of  the  brain;  but  still 
that  organ  was,  with  him,  the  sole 
officina  spirituum^  providing  a  sub- 
tile spirit  which  distilled  through 
the  nerves  ;  and  the  nerves  had 
no  other  distinction' than  as  this 
spirit  was  liberally  or  sparingly 
supplied  to  them.  However  mi- 
nutely he  details  the  manner  of 
the  blood  ascending  into  the  brain, 
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and  the  processes  of  distillation 
and  circulation  of  the  spirits,  it 
is,  in  all  material  circumstances, 
the  hypothesis  of  the  ancients. 

It  has  been  said  that  it  is  singu- 
lar that  the  sagacity  of  the  Greeks 
should  have,  so  long  ago,  suggest- 
ed the  distinct  functions  of  the 
nerves,  and,  in  fact,  have  an- 
nounced the  diflferent  uses  of  the 
nerves,  which  I  shall  make,  in  the 
course  of  these  Lectures,  a  mat- 
ter of  demonstration.  But  there 
is  nothing  distinctly  stated  further 
than  what  is  proposed  hypotheti- 
cally  to  account  for  common  phe- 
nomena; for  it  was  known  to  them, 
as  to  you,  that  a  limb  was  some- 
times deprived  of  sensation  and 
retained  its  motion,  or  enjoyed 
sensation  and  lost  the  power  of 
motion.  There  will  be  found  in 
^Willis's  works,  as  in  the  ancients, 
ja  great  deal  of  discussion  regard- 
ing the  properties  of  the  spirit — 
jQs  for  example,  whether  there 
was  an  aniinal  or  a  vital  spirit,  or 
a  sensorial  and  motor  spirit  ;  but 
n\\  hypothetically,  and  neither 
proceeding  on  anatomy  nor  on  ex- 
periment. Nor  did  they,  in  re- 
ality, make  any  distinction  of 
nerves  further  than  the  specula- 
tions of  Galen — whether  the  hard 
nerves  were  for  motion,  and  the 
soft  ones  for  sensation,  or  whe- 
ther the  nerves  from  the  spinal 
inarrow  were  best  calculated  for 
muscular  nerves,  and  those  from 
the  brain  for  sensitive  nerves. 

All  these  questions  will  be 
found  touched  on  by  Haller, where, 
in  the  end,  he  concludes,  But  I 
know  not  a  nerve  which  has  sen- 
sation without  also  producing  mo- 
tion. The  nerve  which  gives 
feeling  to  the  finger,  is  that  which 
moves  the  muscles  ;  and  the  fifth 
nerve  of  the  brain  branches  to  the 


papillae  of  the  tongue,  and  also  to 
the  muscles." 

(To  be  continued.) 


IV. 

The  following  is  an  abstract,  made 
for  this  Journal,  of  some  of  the  pa- 
pers on  the  Uterus,  which  have  been 
lately  received  from  abroad. 

Several  papers  have  recently  ap- 
peared in  the  foreign  journals  on 
rupture,  and  other  diseased  states  of 
the  uterus.  In  the  Med.  Gazette  for 
January  I7th,  Mr.  Spark  communi- 
cates a  case  of  rupture  from  a  fall.  A 
distinct  sensation  was  experienced  at 
the  moment  of  the  accident,  of  some 
"  tearing,  and  giving  way  on  the  in- 
side." Pains  came  on  four  days  af- 
ter the  fall.  During  the  intervening 
three  days  there  was  uneasiness, 
restlessness,  irritability,  indescribable 
feeling  of  weight  and  pressure  in  the 
abdomen  ;  no  pain  ;  sliglit  sanguine- 
ous discharge  from  the  vagina  ;  pa- 
tient able  to  walk  about,  and  attend 
to  her  ordinary  domestic  duties.  A 
circumstance  worthy  of  remark  in 
this  case  was  the  continuance  of 
pains  after  rupture ;  their  increase 
after  examination,  and  exhibition  of 
ergot. 

Slight  uterine  pains  com- 
menced on  the  19th,  (four  days 
after  the  fall,)  and  continued  with 
variable  force  (all  last  night  they 
were  very  strong)  till  this  morn- 
ing (22d).  I  found  her  seated  on 
the  side  of  the  bed,  with  her  feet 
on  the  floor  ;  she  looked  pale  and 
exhausted,  her  respiration  was 
hurried  and  difficult,  voice  tre- 
mulous, surface  of  the  body  cold, 
pulse  190.    She  has  not  felt  the 
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child  since  the  accident,  and  has 
had  no  uterine  pain  for  several 
hours.  The  abdomen  is  tense, 
and  so  exquisitely  sore  as  to  pre- 
clude the  slightest  attempt  at 
external  examination  by  pressure. 
On  examining  per  vaginam,  I 
found  the  os  uteri  much  dilated 
and  flabby  within  an  inch  of  the 
external  aperture,  but  could  dis- 
cover no  part  of  the  foetus  with 
the  finger  passed  as  far  as  possi- 
ble into  the  uterus,  though  I  could 
distinctly  feel  its  head  through  the 
upper  and  posterior  parietes  of 
the  vagina,  which  were  bulging 
forwards.  On  introducing  my 
hand  into  the  uterus,  1  found  that 
the  legs  and  thighs  of  the  child, 
wrth  the  placenta  and  cord,  were 
its  only  contents,  the  whole  of  the 
body  having  passed  into  the  abdo- 
men through  a  fissure  in  the  right 
side  of  the  uterus,  the  breech  of 
the  child  occupying  the  aperture, 
but  not  so  closely  as  to  prevent 
my  feeling  the  intestines  with  the 
point  of  the  finger.  The  contrac- 
tile power  of  the  uterus  being 
again  excited  by  the  manual  irri- 
tation, aided  perhaps  by  a  dose  of 
the  secale  cornutum,  and  the  ex- 
ternal parts  in  a  very  relaxed 
state,  the  delivery  of  a  full-sized 
male  child,  in  a  state  of  putrefac- 
tion, was  easily  eff'ected,  by  gen- 
tly drawing  down  the  feet  ;  but 
the  instant  the  child  was  extract- 
ed, the  patient  sunk  into  a  most 
alarming  state  of  collapse,  from 
which  she  was  difficulty  roused 
by  the  application  of  pressure  to 
the  uterine  region,  hot  flannels  to 
all  parts  of  the  body,  and  the  free 
administration  of  brandy  with 
tinct.  opii.  The  reaction,  howe- 
ver, was  of  short  continuance, 
for  in  five  hours  after  delivery 
she  died." 

In  the  same  number  is  another 


paper,  in  which  the  writer  states  that 
1  e  has  known  rupture  to  happen  in 
six  cases,  all  of  which  were  fatal, 
and  one  only  which  recovered.  In 
this,  as  well  as  in  the  above,  the 
pains  are  stated  to  have  continued 
after  the  rupture,  and  what  is  still 
more  remarkable,  the  child  was  de- 
livered without  manual  aid  through 
I  he  natural  passages.  A  slight  rup- 
t  re  of  the  perineum  took  place. 
This  patient  had  a  child,  two  years 
after,  without  any  untoward  occur- 
rence. 

In  the  Lancet  for  Dec.  6th,  1828, 
in  the  records  of  the  meetings  of  the 
.London  Medical  Society,  a  case  of 
rupture  of  the  womb  is  related  by 
Mr.  Lord.    The  woman  was  preg- 
nant with  her  fifth  child.    The  liquor 
amnii  was  discharged  when  Mr.  L. 
saw  the  patient  ;   the  vagina  dilated 
and  well  lubricated,  but  pains  much 
abated.    Three  doses  of  ergot  were 
given.     Pains  were  somewhat  in- 
creased.   Tiie  scalp  was  felt  to  be 
tense  and  puffy  ;  the  veciis  was  tried. 
The  head  was  believed  to  be  hydro- 
cephalic, and  perforation   was  at- 
tempted.   The  head  receded,  and 
the   pains  entirely  ceasing,  it  was 
thought  a  rupture  had  taken  place. 
Another  physician  was  called  in  ;  he 
found  that  the  child  had  escaped  in- 
to the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and 
proposed  the  operation  of  gastroto- 
my.    This  was  done  ;  the  patient 
expressed  herself  greatly  relieved, 
passed  a  good  night,  but  died  on  the 
following  afternoon.    On  examina- 
tion after  death,  a  rupture  abundantly 
large  for  the  escape  of  the  foetus  was 
discovered.    The  head  of  the  foetus 
was  imnjensely  large. 
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The  discussion  upon  this  case  oc- 
cupied the  Society  three  successive 
meetings.  The  questions  more  es- 
pecially agitated  were,  the  agency, 
if  any,  of  the  ergot  in  producing  the 
rupture  ;  and  the  practice  which, 
under  the  circumstances  preceding 
the  rupture,  ought  to  have  been  pur- 
sued. The  following  is  from  Dr. 
Hopkins,  who  performed  the  opera- 
tion of  gastrototny  ;  and  whose  opi- 
nions seem  deserving  of  respect 
in  this  debate. 

Dr.  Hopkins  objected  to  the 
notion  of  the  ergot,  alone,  produc- 
ing the  accident,  though  absent 
when  this  remedy  was  had  re- 
course to.  On  examining  the 
••uterus  after  death,  which,  toge- 
ther with  the  foetus,  he  has  now  in 
^  his  possession,  he  found  it  healthy^ 
excepting  near  the  laceration^ 
through  which  the  child  passed  ; 
.but  on  that  part,  namely,  the  pos- 
terior surface,  the  organ  appear- 
ed completely  altered,  and  soft- 
ened in  its  texture.  Judging  from 
the  morbid  appearance  of  this 
part,  he  could  not  reconcile  his 
feelings  to  the  idea  that  the  se- 
cale  cornutum  had  been  the  sole 
means  of  causing  the  mischief ; 
but  that  the  parturient  efforts, 
imaided,  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  produce  the  rupture. 
Indeed,  he  made  a  point  of  inquir- 
ing from  the  patient,  and  ascer- 
tained that  she  had  felt  a  dull  and 
continued  pain  in  one  particular 
part  of  the  abdomen,  the  situation 
of  that  part  of  the  uterus  found 
subsequently  lacerated  ;  the  pain 
had  continued  for  three  months 
without  intermission.  He  con- 
ceived, therefore,  from  the  post- 
mortem appearances,  there  could 
not  be  a  question  but  that  it  ori- 
ginated from  chronic  inflammation. 


The  foetal  head,  again,  being  par- 
tially decomposed,  the  integu- 
ments must  have  given  way,  be- 
fore the  accident  could  have  oc- 
curred, had  the  entire  uterus 
been  in  a  healthy  condition." 

The  other  question,  of  what  ought 
to  have  been  done,  was  variously  an- 
swered. A  considerable  number, 
however,  of  the  members  thought 
that  the  head  ought  to  have  been 
opened.  In  reading  the  debate  with 
tolerable  attention  only,  it  can  hard- 
ly but  occur  to  any  one,  that  this  ~ 
opinion,  if  it  had  not  its  origin,  got 
much  support  from  the  discoveries 
made  as  to  the  state  of  the  foetal 
head  after  its  removal  from  the  mo- 
ther. It  was  then  found  to  be  im- 
mensely large,  and  was  supposed, 
upon  a  moderate  calculation,  to  con- 
tain a  gallon  of  water.  It  is  some- 
what doublfnl,  from  what  Mr.  Lord 
states  he  noticed  on  careful  exami- 
nation, per  vaginam,  if  any  practi- 
tioner would  have  been  justified  in 
perforating  when  the  ergot  was  given. 

The  following  is  from  the  report 
of  the  ihird  meeting  on  this  case  of 
Mr.  L. 

^'  He  was  desirous,  at  once,  of 
coming  to  the  question,  as  to  what 
were  the  most  advisable  means 
to  be  pursued  when  such  an  un- 
toward event  had  taken  place  } 
The  practice  which  had  been 
adopted  by  Dr.  Hopkins,  in  the 
operation  of  gastrolomy,  he  con- 
sidered to  be  the  only  proper 
measure.  Three  modes  of  treat- 
ment present  themselves  for  con- 
sideration, as  Burns  justly  ob- 
serves, when  the  uterus  is  rup- 
tured during  gestation,  and  prior 
to  delivery  :— To  leave  the  case 
to  Nature,  to  deliver  per  vias  na- 
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turales^  or  to  perform  gastrotomy. 
With  respect  to  the  first  measure, 
he  would  simply    remark,  that 
there  was  no  well-authenticated 
case  of  recovery,  where  the  foe- 
tus was  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen, the  woman 
heing  at  the  full  period  of  gesta- 
tion.     As   regards   the  second 
means,  delivery  per  vias  naturales^ 
he  would  only  repeat  the  language 
of  an  eminent  writer  : — To  di- 
late the  OS  uteri  forcibly,  and  thus 
extract  the  child,  is  a  proposition 
so  rash  and  hazardous,  that  I  know 
no  one  who  would  adopt  it."  The 
operation  of  gastrotomy,  then,  was 
the  most  preferable  measure,  and 
although  the  experience  on  the 
subject  was  but  limited,  yet,  look- 
inor  to  the  results  of  the  few  cases 
in  which  the  operation  had  been 
performed,  we  are  fully  borne 
out  in  its  adoption.     Since  the 
last  meeting,  he  had  referred  to 
the  authorities  on  this  subject, 
and  he  found  that  tiie  first  case 
recorded,  is  in  the  3d  volume  of 
theJournal  de  Medicine  for  1768: 
the  woman  here  survived.    In  the 
Memoirs  of  the  French  Academy 
was  an  account  of  a  case,  in  which 
the  operation  was  twice  perform- 
ed by  Lambron,  on  the  same  fe- 
male, yet  she  did  well  ;  and,  last- 
ly, in  the  2d  volume  of  the  Quar- 
terly Jouinal  of  Foreign  Medi- 
cine, a  successful  case  was  relat- 
ed, on  the  authority  of  Bernard 
and  Latouche.    With  respect  to 
Dr.  Ryan's  observations  on  Dr. 
Hopkins  having  operated  at  a  time 
when  there  was  much  depression 
of  vital  power,  he  (Mr.  Lambert) 
would  say,  that  the  prostration  is 
a  leading  characteristic  through- 
out of  the  rupture  of  any  viscus  ; 
that  patients  die  in  this  condition, 
without  any  apparent  effort  at 
reaction  ;  and,  consequently,  that 


any  delay  in  opening  the  abdomen, 
and  removing  an  oppressive  cause, 
in  his  opinion,  would  have  been 
culpable." 

In  a  French  Journal,  a  case  is  re- 
ported of  extra-uterine  pregiiancyT 
which  was  fatal  in  the  fourth  month. 
This  was  one  of  those  rare  cases  first 
reported  by  Mauideau,  Schemit,  and 
Albert,  in  which  the  foetus  is  deve- 
loped in  the  subsiance  of  the  womb 
itself,  and  hence  termed  interstitial 
extra-uterine  pregnancy.  The  womb 
in  this,  as  in  other  cases,  in  which 
the  foetus  does  not  reach  its  cavity, 
was  found  enlarged, — to  have  formed 
the  membrana  decidua, — and  to  have 
made  in  short  all  its  usual  prepara- 
tion for  the  reception  of  the  ovum. 

A  case  is  reported  in  one  of  the 
English  Journals,  in  which  a  decoc- 
tion of  ergot,  in  the  proportion  of 
four  scruples  of  the  powder  to  four 
ounces  of  water,  boiled  down  to  two, 
was  exhibited  with  great  benefit  iu 
a  case  of  abortion,  at  the  sixth  month, 
in  which  the  cord  broke  off  near  the 
placenta.  The  placenta  was  retain- 
ed five  days,  and  much  irritation  be- 
ing produced  and  no  pains,  the  ergot 
was  given,  in  doses  of  half  an  ounce 
of  the  above  every  half  liour.  The 
placenta,  with  a  quantity  of  coagula, 
was  expelled  after  the  third  dose,  b\' 
most  powerful  contractions  of  the 
womb.  The  ergot  used  was  twelve 
months  old. 

In  another  communication  on  the 
Ergot,  a  number  of  cases  are  related 
illustrative  of  the  speedy  effect  of 
this  substance  in  lingering  labors. 
The  writer  says  he  has  m»'t  with  but 
one  case  of  stillborn  child  in  nume- 
rous instances  where  he  has  used  the 
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ergot.  His  dose  varies  from  a  scru- 
ple to  half  a  drachm.  In  most  he 
gives  a  scruple. 

A  case  is  reported  by  F.  Froggatt, 
surgeon,  of  violent  flooding,  in  a  pa- 
tient six  months  gone  with  child,  in 
which  he  tried  ergot  without  pro- 
ducing the  least  action  in  the  womb. 
Slight  pains  preceded  the  flooding. 
He  first  gave  3iss.  in  3  "j.  water; 
after  ten  minutes,  the  same  quantity. 
Then  from  another  portion  of  ergot 
he  gave  3i.  and  1  scruple  in  3  iss. 
water,  repeating  every  quarter  of  an 
hour  till  three  doses  were  taken. 
3ss.  was  next  procured  from  another 
source,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
from  last  dose,  half  of  this  was  given  ; 
and  in  ten  minutes  the  other  3ij. 
No  pain  whatever  was  excited,  but 
the  hemorrhage  was  entirely  check- 
ed, and  she  seemed,  at  time  of  re- 
port, to  be  in  a  fair  way  to  go  the 
full  time.  The  only  noticeable  ef- 
fect was  strangury  ;  and  as  no  uterine 
action  was  produced  by  the  above 
large  quantities,  Mr.  F.  occasionally 
gave  a  drachm  of  the  powder,  by 
way  of  experiment,  and  always  found 
the  same  desire  to  void  urine,  and 
the  same  sort  of  strangury,  as  when 
full  doses  were  given. 


BOSTON,TUESDAY,  MARCH  17, 1829. 

Description  of  the  Smallpox,  Vario- 
loid, Cowpox  and  Chickcnpox,  il- 
lustrated by  thirteen  Engravings. 
By  J.  D.  Fisher,  M.D. 

A  QUARTO  volume  with  this  title  has 
within  a  few  days  been  published  in 
this  city,  by  Messrs.  Wells  &  Lilly. 
It  is  truly  a  spl(Midid  specimen  of 
printing.  The  paper  is  of  the  best 
quality,  and  the  engravings  admira- 
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bly  well  executed.  The  accuracy 
of  the  drawings,  or  paintings,  from 
which  these  were  taken,  may  be 
gathered  from  the  following  account 
of  eleven  of  them,  iu  Dr.  Fisher's 
prospectus. 

"  The  paintings,  from  which  these 
eleven  plates  are  to  be  engraved,  and 
of  which  they  are  to  be  the  exact 
copies,  were  made  in  Paris,  in 
1825-6,  at  the  time  when  the  dis- 
eases which  they  are  to  represent 
prevailed  epidemically  in  that  city. 
They  were  executed  by  a  French 
artist  for,  and  under  the  immediate 
direction  and  personal  observation 
of  the  author  of  the  proposed  publi- 
cation, and  were  all  commenced  and 
finished  at  the  bed-side  of  the  pa- 
tients from  whom  they  were  taken." 

It  was  the  purpose  of  Dr.  F.  to 
have  completed  his  work  by  twelve 
plates, — a  thirteenth,  however,  has 
been  added,  without  any  addition  to 
the  price.  The  letter  press  amounts 
to  nearly  eighty  pages,  and  instead 
of  mere  explanations  of  the  plates, 
Dr.  F.  has  added  descriptions  of  the 
disease  in  every  instance.  In  this 
he  has  exceeded  his  original  plan, 
still  without  adding  to  the  price  of 
his  work.  The  first  five  plates  con- 
tain representations  of  the  progres- 
sive developement  of  the  Distinct^ 
the  Con-fiuentyaud  Inoculated  Small' 
poxj — the  next  seven,  of  the  Distinct^ 
and  Confluent  Varioloid  eruption, — 
that  of  the  Chickenpox,  and  the  per- 
fect and  imperfect  Cowpox,  The 
cases  represented  are  not  of  the 
mildest  or  the  severest  forms  of  the 
diseases.  Dr.  F.  has  purposely 
made  choice  of  cases  of  an  interme- 
diate character  and  moderate  severi- 
ty, from  a  belief  that  the  delineations 
of  such  would  be  the  best  calculated 
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to  convey  to  the  unpractised  observer 
the  general  character  of  the  symp- 
toms. 

It  will  be  perceived  from  examin- 
ing the  plates,  that  the  same  identi- 
cal pustules  are  delineated  in  succes- 
sion, so  that  the  progress  which  they 
make  from  period  to  period,  and  the 
changes  they  undergo,  are  exhibited 
and  may  be  studied.  This  repre- 
sentation of  the  progressive  develope- 
ment  of  the  eruptions,  constitutes  the 
great  value  of  the  work.  For,  al- 
though the  inexperienced  practition- 
er might  not  be  able  to  recognise 
the  eruption  at  its  early  stage,  by 
comparing  it  with  the  representations 
in  the  plate,  yet  he  cannot  fail  to 
distinguish  its  character  in  some  part 
of  its  course,  by  studying  the  other 
parts  in  which  the  progressive  deve- 
lopement  of  the  eruption  is  delineated. 

In  the  text  the  author  has  given 
an  explanation  of  the  plates,  and  a 
particular  description  of  the  diseases 
which  they  are  intended  to  illustrate, 
— and,  lastly,  in  order  to  render  the 
diagnosis  as  plain  as  possible,  he  has 
instituted  a  comparison  between  the 
symptoms  and  characters  of  the 
Smallpox  and  the  Varioloid  disease, 
— the  Smallpox  and  the  Chickenpox, 
— and  the  Cowpox  and  inoculated 
Smallpox.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
add  to  the  recommendations  of  a 
work  which  promises  so  much,  and 
in  which  we  cheerfully  add,  the  au- 
thor has  so  well  accomplished  his 
task,  that  it  is  unique  in  its  kind.  It 
may  seeui  strange,  but  it  is  no 
less  true,  that  this  is  the  first  work 
in  which  the  smallpox  and  the  vario- 
loid have  been  represented  in  colored 
plates,  and  in  which  the  couipyrison 
of  them  with  diseases  to  which  they 


are  more  or  less  nearly  allied,  has 
been  so  faithfully  made.  It  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  every  practition- 
er ;  and  it  would  be  a  very  useful 
work  in  every  vessel  destined  to  a 
foreign  port,  as  well  as  to  every  town. 


Method  of  arresting  the  Bleeding 
from  Leech'hitp.s. 

It  is  well  known  that  sometimes, 
especially  in  very  young  children  and 
persons  of  scorbutic  habit,  all  the 
means  recommended  to  check  the 
haemorrhage  from  leech-bites,  as  cold 
water,  flour,  alum,  caustics,  and  pres- 
sure, prove  so  entirely  useless,  that 
actual  cautery  and  ligature  must  at 
last  be  resorted  to.  JM.  Ridalfo,  of 
Leghorn,  reconimends  a  new  method, 
which  he  has  found  as  safe  as  it  is 
simple.  It  consists  in  applying  a 
cupping-glass  to  th«  wound,  when  a 
coagulura  is  almost  inmiediately  form- 
ed, and  the  bleeding  arrested.  This 
eflfect  is  very  quickly  produced,  and 
has  been  found  to  take  place  even 
in  children,  and  in  persons  where 
the  mass  of  the  blood  appears  to  be 
in  a  state  of  dissolution,  and  without 
any  tendency  to  coagulation.  The 
instrument  may  safely  be  removed 
within  a  few  minutes,  but  it  is  pru- 
dent to  let  the  coagulum  remain  for 
some  time. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  March  14,  at  noon. 


March  7.  Sarah  Gurney,  .89  yrs. 

Mary  Smith,  57 

Samuel  Cass,  22 

Abigail  Mangalls,  36 
Robert  Turner,  2 

8.  George  Shaw,     *  4  w. 

9.  John  Boit,  56  yrs. 

10.  Mary  Sullivan,  14  mo. 

11.  Mary  Porter,              .       4  yrs. 
Elizabeth  Leeds,  14 

14.  Andrew  Shea,  40 

Edward  Perkins,  21 


Bilious    fever,   2  childbed,    1  hooping 

cough,  1 — infantile,  1 — lung  fever,  1- -ossifi- 
cation of  the  heart,  1 — rheumatic,  1 — typhous 
fever,  2— unknown,  2.  Males,  6— females,  6. 
Stillborn,  3.    Total,  15. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


DENTAL  SURGERY. 

THIS  day  received  by  Benjamin  Per- 
kins &  Co.,  No.  135,  Washington 
Street,— A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GERY.   In  three  parts. 

1.  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Dental 
Surgery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Dentist.  Denticum  curam  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
dentibus  laxantur  et  chylaceos  officinae  ; 
hinc  mille  malorum  occasiones. — Baglivi 
XIII.  March  17. 

ep6w 

NEW  MEDICAL  WORK. 

JUST  published  and  for  sale  by  Ben- 
jamin Perkins  Sc  Co.— TH  K  FRENCH 
PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE;  being  a 
translation  of  L.  F.  Begin's  treatise  on 
Therapeutics  ;  with  occasional  notes  and 
observations,  illustrative  of  the  treatment 
of  diseases  in  the  climate  of  North  Ame- 
rica.   By  Xavier  Tessier. 

ep3w  March  17. 

CASEIN'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CtlRE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 

THE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
lance for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  White's, 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 
mined, or  the  other  proper  measures  to  be 
made  use  of  irr  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express 
ly  disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.    'Phis  machine  has  received 


the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston^  Feb.  6,  1829. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

RICHARD  A.  NEWELL,  Druggist^ 
91,  Summer  Street,  has  on  hand  a 
small  lot  of  EUROPEAN  LEECHES,  in 
excellent  order,  and  of  very  large  size, 
which  he  will  sell  at  a  fair  price. 

N.  B.  Leeches  applied  as  usual,  or 
sent  to  any  part  of  the  city.  4t. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  k  JOHN  HENSHAW  Sz  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  Wh?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 


NATHAN  JARVIS, 
Druggist  and  Apothecary^ 

HAS  taken  the  Apothecaries^  Hall, 
No.  18S,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  k,  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, kc,  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The  old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHOSCOPE. 

JUST  published  by  Benjamin  Perkins, 
&  Co.,— MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE 
OF  THE  STETHOSCOPE,  being  a  short 
Treatise  on  investigating  Diseases  of  the 
Chest.  From  the  French  of  M.  Collin, 
with  an  Introduction  and  Plates.  By  a 
Fellow  of  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 

The- Stethoscope  may  also  be  obtained 
as  above  in  the  most  approved  form. 


ep3w 


Jan.  20. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Frankhri  St.,  to 
whom  all  corninunications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  cnnurn,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  ff  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
nut  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 


THE  BOSTON 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL, 


Vol.  II.]  TUESDAY,  MARCH  24,  1829.  [No.  6. 


I. 

Hospital  Report. 

Fractures  of  the  Limbs, 

Feb.  4. — James  C,  a  seaman, 
aged  24,  was  occupied  in  loosen- 
ing  the  main-top-sail  of  a  ship, 
preparing  to  sail  ;  in  consequence 
of  the  sail  being  taken  by  a  sud- 
den gust  of  wind,  he  lost  his  hold, 
and  was  precipitated  a  distance 
of  seventy  feet  on  the  deck. 

Being  brought  to  the  Hospital 
in  a  state  of  insensibility,  and  his 
skin  exceedingly  cold,  hot  cloths 
were  applied  to  the  body  and 
limbs,  and  some  hot  water  and  a 
little  brandy  poured  down  his 
throat.  By  these  applications 
the  natural  heat  was  restored. 

On  examination,  there  appear- 
ed a  gash,  two  inches  long,  on  the 
left  temple.  The  left  leg  was 
broken  below  the  middle.  The 
fracture  oblique,  lower  fragment 
protruding.  On  the  inside  of  the 
leg  was  a  wound,  two  inches  long, 
through  which  the  broken  bones 
had  protruded.  This  bled  con- 
stantly, as  frequently  happens  in 
compound  fractures.  Before 
night,  the  patient,  who  had  reco- 
vered his  senses,  became  very 
hot  and  restless,  with  a  sense  of 
oppression  at  the  pit  of  the  sto- 
mach, and  a  disposition  to  stupor, 
— which  led  to  the  apprehension 


that  there  might  be  some  grave 
injury  of  the  head.  He  was  co- 
piously bled,  and  the  bad  symp- 
toms relieved.  He  then  took 
two  ounces  of  compound  infusion 
of  senna,  with  one  ounce  of  tar- 
trite  of  potass  and  soda.  This 
operated  favorably  the  next  day. 

The  fractured  limb  was  placed 
on  a  pillow,  the  bones  in  their 
proper  position,  and  the  pillow 
supported  in  such  manner  by  a 
cradle,  as  to  keep  it  quite  steady. 
The  wound  being  covered  by  a 
pledget  of  cerate,  the  whole  limb 
was  kept  bathed  with  diluted  al- 
cohol. 

On  the  day  following,  the  leg 
swelled  and  put  on  a  bad  aspect  ; 
but  the  young  man  having  a  good 
constitution,  the  swelling  subsided 
in  a  few  days,  so  that  on  the  12th 
of  March  it  was  thought  safe  to 
give  more  support  to  the  limb  ; 
especially  as  the  patient  showed 
a  disposition  to  move.  Splints, 
well  padded,  were  applied  on  the 
inside  and  outside  of  the  limb,  and 
supported  by  pillow  and  cradle 
as  before,  in  such  way  lhat  the 
wound  could  be  examined  without 
motion  of  the  limb. 

March  15th. — Under  this  treat- 
ment he  is  recovering.  The 
wound  has  nearly  healed  ;  no  mo- 
tion of  the  fractured  boties  is  felt. 
A  tight  circular  bandage  is  uovy 
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applied,  and  the  patient  allowed 
to  get  out  of  bed. 

Although  it  iriight  be  thought 
that  the  mode  of  treating  frac- 
tured liffibs  were  well  established 
by  this  time,  yet  we  find  quite  a 
contest  of  opinions  as  to  the  pro- 
per applications.  Some  surgeons 
deprecate  the  use  of  splints  ;  oth- 
ers use  them  in  all  cases  :  some 
can  tolerate  no  splints  but  those 
of  their  own  contrivance  ;  others, 
captivated  by  whitt  is  new,  apply 
the  most  complicated  apparatus 
for  the  simplest  fractures. 

In  this  Hospital  we  have  not 
discovered  any  one  mode  of  treat- 
ment applicable  to  all  cases.  The 
treatment  must  be  varied  accord- 
ing to  the  case.  The  House  Phy- 
sician does  not  feel  himself  au- 
thorized to  clap  on  a  great  appa* 
ratus  of  splints  and  bandages,  as 
soon  as  the  patient  enters  the 
Hospital. 

At  first,  the  limb  is  placed  in 
an  easy  and  natural  posture,  so 
that  the  bones  shall  not  goad  and 
irritate  the  muscles.  In  this  pos- 
ture the  limb  is  confined  by  soft 
pillows  and  an  enclosing  cradle, 
until  the  tumefaction  of  the  limb 
has  subsided.  Then  it  is  support- 
ed by  splints,  most  carefully 
guarded  by  tow  or  cotton,  and 
examined  once  in  three,  four,  or 
five  days  ;  or,  if  a  compound  frac- 
ture, daily. 

Bandages  for  fractured  legs  we 
rarely  use.  The  18  tailed,  or  Scul- 
tetus'  bandage,  so  generally  em- 
ployed, is  found  to  be  an  incum- 
brance in  many  cases;  as  it  affords 
no  real  support  to  the  limb,  and  is 
troublesome  in  application. 

Let  us  compare  the  preceding 
case  with  another,  where  the  in- 
jury was  nearly  similar  ;  in  order 
to  show  the  influence  of  habits, 


good  and  bad,  on  the  result  of 
these  accidents. 

Oct.  31.— Charles  R.,  laborer, 
Boston,  aged  30,  was  brought  into 
the  Hospital  with  a  compound 
fracture  of  the  tibia  and  simple 
fracture  of  the  fibula,  occasioned 
by  a  fall.  Habits  very  bad.  He 
had  slight  delirium  tremens  when 
brought  in.  Ordered  a  pill  of 
two  grains  of  opium,  every  four 
hours,  till  he  slept.  An  Indian 
meal  poultice  upon  leg. 

Nov.  1st. — He  has  taken  the 
pills  to  this  time,  but  obtained  no 
sleep.  Let  him  have  a  pill  of 
four  grains  of  opium,  every  three 
hours,  till  he  sleeps. 

2d. — He  was  quiet  after  three 
pills,  and  had  some  sleep.  Or- 
dered two  ounces  of  the  compound 
infusion  of  senna,  every  four  hours, 
till  it  operate.  Pills  as  yester- 
day, if  required. 

3d. — Is  quiet  ;  has  had  some 
sleep  ;  medicine  operated  well. 
The  poultice  was  discontinued, 
and  the  leg  dressed. 

4th. — Delirium  came  on  in  the 
early  part  of  yesterday  afternoon; 
was  violent  in  the  evening  and 
during  the  night.  Sleep  or  stupor 
came  on  between  6  and  7  o'clock 
this  morning,  which  continues. 
Began  to  take  pills  at  3,  P.  M., 
and  has  taken  six.  Dressings  dis- 
placed by  the  violence  of  deliri- 
um, and  the  end  of  fractured  bone 
protruded  through  the  wound  in 
the  skin.  Rum  and  water  for 
drink.  Pills,  if  necessary,  from 
two  to  four  hours  ;  poultice  to 
leg. 

5,  P.  M.  Continues  quiet,  with 
some  sleep.  Pill  at  8,  P.  M., 
and  another  at  10.  Afterwards 
as  directed  this  morning. 

5th. 

R.  Tinct.  Alces  et  IMyrrh,  3. 
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every  three  hours,  till  it  operates. 
He  took  the  pills  as  directed,  at 
5,  P.  M.  yesterday  ;  has  had  no 
delirium  since.  Let  him  have 
opium  if  necessary.  Poultice, 
and  also  rum  as  before. 

6th. — No  delirium  ;  sufficient 
sleep.  Omit  poultice.  Dress 
the  leg  every  four  hours  with  Ce- 
rat.  Resini ;  applying  over  it  com- 
presses wet  with  warm  rum. 
Apply  pledget  to  bruise  on  foot. 

R.  Tinct.  Cinchonse,  gss. 
Tinct.  Opii,  gutt.  X.  M. 

every  four  hours.  Continue  spirit. 

7th. — No  delirium  ;  mind  stu- 
pid ;  parts  about  the  fracture 
gangrenous ;  pulse  more  frequent 
and  feeble,  showing  increased 
constitutional  irritation.  Whole 
appearance  less  favorable. 

R.  Tinct.  Myrrh  et  Aloes,  3ss. 

every  three  hours,  till  it  operates. 
Afterwards, 

Pill.  Opii;  gr.  iv.  and  one  ounce  of 
brandy, 

every  three  hours.  Let  the  limb 
be  bathed  in  spirit,  and  kept  warm. 

10th. — Eight  in  the  morning. 
Let  him  have  four  grains  of  opium 
every  hour,  until  he  has  taken 
three  doses. 

Lower  part  of  the  limb  gangre- 
nous, but  progress  of  gangrene  is 
now  checked.  A  consultation 
was  called,  and  amputation  of  the 
limb  found  necessary  ;  and  the 
constitutional  symptoms  being  suf- 
ficiently improved  to  warrant,  it 
was  advised  immediately. 

One  o'clock.  The  limb  was 
removed  by  circular  incision, 
about  four  inches  below  the  knee. 
There  was  considerable  venous 
hemorrhage. 

11th. — No  delirium;  has  had 
some  sleep.  Has  taken  three 
pills  of  four  grains  of  opium  each. 


Tongue  dry  and  denuded  ;  pulse 
better  ;  whole  appearance  quite 
as  good  as  before  the  operation. 
Vomits  the  bark.    Omit  it. 

12th. — No  delirium  ;  more 
sleep  ;  three  dejections,  very 
small  and  thin  ;  tongue  denuded  ; 
ulcerations  about  the  mouth. 

R.  Tinct.  Cinnamon,  gss. 

If  diarrhoea  continue,  also  a  pill 
of  four  grains  of  opium  after  eve- 
ry dejection. 

22d. — Diarrhoea  still  continues. 

R.  Tinct.  Cinnamon,  g  ss. 
Tinct.  Kino,  3i.  M. 

To  be  given  according  to  the  ur- 
gency of  the  diarrhoea. 

25th. — Diarrhoea  continues. 
Repeat  the  medicine  of  yester- 
day after  every  discharge.  At 
bed  time,  a  pill  of  four  grains  of 
opium.  After  this,  the  diarrhoea 
was  checked,  and  the  patient 
slowly  recovered. 

This  man  lost  his  limb  from  the 
habitual  use  of  rum.  The  affection 
of  the  bowels  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  loss  of  tone,  from  the  same 
cause;  and  under  the  complicated 
effects  of  the  accident,  the  opera- 
tion, and  the  ardent  spirits,  his  life 
was  saved  with  great  difficulty. 

Compound  Fracture,  with  partial 
sloughing^  and  subsequent  Opera- 
tion on  the  Exfoliating  Bones. 

During  the  summer  of  1828,  the 
patient,  Mrs.  ,  fell  the  dis- 
tance of  ten  feet,  and  being  very 
heavy,  fractured  both  bones  of 
the  right  leg.  Dr.  Warren  being 
presently  called  to  her,  found  her 
lying  upon  the  lloor  of  the  room  ; 
the  right  leg  exposed,  presented 
the  fractured  end  of  the  tibia  ; 
protruded  two  inches  through  a 
wound  of  the  skin.  On  atteujpt- 
ing  to  push  down  the  bone,  great 
resistance  was  made  by  the  sur- 
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rounding  skin.  An  assistant  was 
requested  to  extend  the  lifub  ;  a 
director  was  passed  under  the 
skin,  which  was  forcibly  elevated 
and  extended,  and  thus  the  bone 
returned.  The  patient  was  then 
placed  on  a  board  and  carried 
home. 

On  subsequent  examination,  the 
bones  were  found  to  be  commi- 
nuted ;  that  is,  not  only  broken, 
but  shattered  into  many  pieces. 
The  disposition  to  spasmodic  ac- 
tion in  the  muscles  of  the  limb 
was  considerable  ;  so  that  on  any 
slight  motion  of  the  body  or  limb, 
a  contraction  was  brought  on,  ac- 
companied by  severe  pain.  In 
order  to  prevent  this,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  support  the  limb  by 
pressure.  The  patient  being  fix- 
ed on  a  bed,  as  well  accommodat- 
ed to  her  case  as  circumstances 
would  permit,  the  fractured  bones 
were  restored  to  their  natural 
situation.  Then  a  splint,  covered 
with  cotton  wadding,  was  placed 
on  each  side  of  the  limb  :  an  18 
tailed  bandage  being  interposed 
and  applied  next  the  skin,  to  con- 
fine the  dressings  of  the  wound. 
These  dressings  were,  lint,  a 
pledget  of  resinous  cerate,  and  a 
compress  wet  with  spirit,  extend- 
ed over  the  whole  limb,  which 
was  kept  constantly  moistened 
with  the  same  liquid.  The  splints 
being  secured  by  tapes,  tied  with 
a  very  moderate  firmness,  the  limb 
was  laid  on  a  thin  pillow,  which, 
beingcovered  by  a  cradle,  kept  the 
whole  apparatus  very  steady;  and 
yet  permitted  it  to  be  opened 
without  jarring  the  limb.  In  the 
evening  a  dose  of  tincture  of  opi- 
um was  required.  The  next  day, 
the  patient  exhibiting  marks  of 
constitutional  affection,  required 
bleeding.  She  was  now  commit- 
ted to  the  care  of  her  family  phy- 


sician, Dr.  S.  ShurtlefT.  A  se- 
vere inflammation  of  the  limb  soon 
occurred,  which  assumed  for  a 
short  time  the  erysipelatous  as- 
pect, with  a  gangrenous  color 
over  the  fractured  part.  The 
patient,  though  very  fleshy,  was 
of  a  healthy  constitution  ;  about 
35  years  of  age ;  of  much  forti- 
tude, and  a  strong  religious  confi- 
dence. These  circumstances, 
combined  with  the  judicious  and 
constant  attention  she  received, 
gave  a  favorable  turn  to  the  ery- 
sipelatous inflammation,  and  limit- 
ed the  gangrene  to  the  skin  about 
the  wound,  which  sloughed  off. 
At  this  time  she  was  dressed,  not 
only  daily,  but  many  times  in  the 
day  and  night.  Extensive  and 
deep  suppurations  followed,  and 
one  of  them  opened  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  limb. 

A  question  which  had  presented 
itself  at  the  beginning  of  this  case, 
now  recurred  with  increased 
force, — whether  the  limb  could 
be  allowed  to  remain  with  safety 
to  the  patient's  life.  The  heat 
of  the  weather,  the  corpulency 
of  the  patient,  the  shattered  con- 
dition of  the  limb,  the  deep  and 
increasing  suppuration,  put  a  dis- 
couraging aspect  on  the  case. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  ^ood  state 
of  body  and  mind  in  which  she 
was,  with  successful  experience 
of  similar  cases,  encouraged  the 
hope  of  saving  both  limb  and  life. 
Dr.  W.  therefore  resolved  to 
take  the  responsibility  of  allowing 
the  limb  to  reaiain,  without  sug- 
gesting to  the  patient  the  question 
of  amputation  ;  and  this  opinion 
was  concurred  in  by  Dr.  S.  Af- 
ter this  time,  various  changes,  fa- 
vorable and  unfavorable,  occur- 
red. At  times  she  suffered  great 
inflammation  and  exquisite  pain, 
followed  by  a  season  of  calm.  In 
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tills  manner  was  passed  the  au- 
tumn of  1828.  As  winter  came 
on,  the  variable  state  of  the  limb 
gradually  settled  into  a  quiet  and 
regular  suppuration.  The  patient 
was  now  able  to  leave  her  bed. 
The  fractured  bones  at  length 
united, — the  limb,  in  consequence 
of  the  loss  of  the  shattered  pieces, 
being  shortened  from  two  to  three 
inches.  Portions  of  the  ends  of 
the  tibia  died,  but  remained  for  a 
long  time  firmly  attached.  These 
portions,  acting  like  dead  matter, 
kept  up  a  suppuration  through 
four  separate  orifices  or  ulcers, 
from  two  to  three  inches  apart. 

In  March,  1829,  the  appear- 
ance on  examination  by  the  probe 
was  such,  as  to  encourage  the 
hope  of  being  able  to  remove 
these  dead  pieces  ;  and  thus  re- 
lieve the  patient  of  the  irritations 
and  inflammations  caused  by  them. 
Dr.  W.,  with  the  aid  of  Dr.  S., 
proceeded  as  follows  : — He  made 
two  diagonal  incisions,  in  such 
way  as  to  unite  the  four  openings; 
then,  raising  the  four  flaps,  he 
proceeded  to  search  for  the  dead 
bones.  First,  at  the  upper  and 
outer  wound,  a  piece  was  found 
lying  very  deeply  in  the  limb. 
A  probe  being  introduced  to  the 
bone,  serving  as  a  guide,  a  narrow 
bladed  forceps  was  carried  to  the 
bone,  which,  being  seized,  was 
extricated  by  slow  and  cautious 
movements.  This  piece  was 
about  two  inches  long.  At  the 
lower  part  lay  a  broader  portion, 
comprehending  apparently  the 
whole  diameter  of  the  lower  part 
of  the  tibia.  From  this  the  skin 
was  dissected  and  raised  ;  the 
piece  of  bone  was  grasped  by  a 
dissecting  forceps,  and  loosened 
from  its  attachment  to  the  living 
bone;  and  separated  entire.  This 
was  connected  with  the  two  lower 


openings.  At  the  upper  and  inner 
orifice,  a  third  portion  of  bone 
was  found  and  removed.  The 
remaining  bones  appearing  firm 
and  healthy,  the  operation  was 
terminated.  The  patient  suff'er- 
ed  considerable  pain  during  the 
operation,  but  was  afterwards 
comfortable  and  even  gay.  No 
severe  symptoms  occurred  after 
the  operation.  The  patient  is 
now  in  good  health, — the  wounds 
healing  rapidly.  The  disposition 
to  inflammation  and  pain  has  gone; 
the  limb  feels  well  ;  the  patient 
will  soon  be  allowed  to  walk;  and 
will  undoubtedly  have  a  good  and 
useful  limb,  though  something 
shorter  than  before  the  accident. 

Where  the  constitution  of  the 
patient  is  not  vitiated  by  bad  ha- 
bits, or  any  original  defect,  nature 
should  be  trusted  as  far  as  possi- 
ble ;  while  her  operations  are 
watched  with  a  vigilant  eye. 


II. 

Lectures  on  the  JVervous  System, 
By  Mr.  Charles  Bell. 

(Introductory  Lecture  concluded  from  p.  74.) 

There  could  be  no  speculations 
regarding  the  nervous  system  at 
all  satisfactory,  that  did  not  em- 
brace the  ganglions,  which  are 
such  conspicuous  appendages  of 
the  nerves.  The  opinions  con- 
cerning them  exhibit,  however, 
the  same  imperfect  reasoning, 
and  the  same  confusion  and  con- 
tradiction. Ganglions  are  swell- 
ings upon  the  nerves,  of  a  firm 
consistence,  and  are  within  of  a 
mixed  substance.  The  word  was 
first  used  by  Fallopius,  who  con- 
ceived some  resemblance  be- 
tween them  and  the  swellings 
which  form  on  tendons  in  conse- 
quence of  sprains.     Lancisi  had 
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the  fancy  that  the  ganglions  were 
muscular  bodies,  and  were  for. 
propelling  onwards  the  nervous 
fluid  ;  which  coincided  with  a  no- 
tion which  you  may  remember 
then  obtained,  that  the  dura  ma- 
ter was  muscular  for  the  same 
purpose — viz.  for  compressingthe 
brain.  Winslow  had  the  more 
rational  opinion  that  the  ganglions 
were  lesser  brains.  And  one 
English  author,  Johnstone,  sup- 
ported the  prevailing  opinion 
that  these  bodies  were  formed  on 
the  nerves  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  off  communication  with 
the  brain,  and  that  all  nerves  go- 
ing t(\  vital  parts  were  distinguish- 
ed by  having  ganglions  ;  that  the 
vital  actions  might  not  be  disturb- 
ed by  passion,  or  a  man  resign 
life  by  mer<fe|y  willing  it. 

The  French  physiologists, 
among  whom  we  must  chiefly  no- 
tice Bichat,  hrive  had  the  merit 
of  contemning  all  authority.  We 
must  speak  of  Bichat  with  that 
respect. which  is  due  to  a  man  of 
genius  :  he  possessed  ingenuity, 
industry,  and  eloquence.  But,  as 
it  appears  to  me,  he  allowed  the 
unhappy  condition  of  his  country 
so  far  to  influence  him  that  he 
never  mentions  the  authorities  of 
England,  and  I  wish  I  could  be- 
lieve that  he  was  ignorant  of  them. 
Nothing  would  suit  the  time  (the 
commencement  of  the  French 
revolution)  but  the  entire  over- 
throw of  former  systems,  and  the 
substitution  of  a  new  theory.  It 
was  the  pleasure  of  Bichat  to  di- 
vide the  nerves  into  two  distinct 
systems,  instead  of  the  one  uni- 
form system  of  the  ancients,  in 
which  the  nerves  were  supposed 
to  proceed  from  the  sensorium, 
as  a  grand  centre,  and  from  that 
to  derive  their  powers.  One  of 
his  nervous  systems  he  conceived 


to  have  its  centre  in  the  brain, 
consisting  of  the  nerves  destined 
to  receive  impressions,  and  of  the 
nerves  which  convey  the  influence 
of  the  will  to  the  muscular  system. 
The  other  had  many  centres. 
The  power  of  this  system  ema- 
nated from  the  ganglions,  which 
he  observed  largely  scattered 
over  the  viscera  ;  and  each  gan- 
glion he  conceived,  with  the  au- 
thorities above,  though  he  was  far 
from  acknowledging  such  authori- 
ties, to  be  a  distinct  source  of 
nervous  influence,  whilst  a  rela- 
tion was  preserved  between  them 
by  connecting  nerves.  The  first 
was,  according  to  this  author,  the 
nervous  system  of  the  animal  life 
having  one  centre  in  the  brain,  to 
which  sensation  is  propagated, 
and  from  which  motion  proceeds  ; 
whilst  the  second  system  was  for 
organic  life,  had  njany  distinct 
centres,  and  many  functions  re- 
lating to  the  operations  of  the 
animal  economy,  over  which  the 
mind  had  no  power. 

This  bold  invention  was  sup- 
ported by  many  curious  instances, 
and  its  author  exhibited  much 
knowledge,  as  well  as  ingenuity  : 
but  it  was  anatomically  incorrect, 
and  nothing  more  clearly  evinced 
the  wrong  methods  of  study  pre- 
vailing on  the  Continent,  than  the 
acquiescence  and  approbation  with 
which  this  system  was  received 
there.  Two  errors  pervaded  the 
whole,  which  ought  not,  for  an 
instant,  to  have  been  left  unde- 
tected. The  first  was  in  screen- 
ing from  himself  what  he  could 
not  be  ignorant  of — that  the  cere- 
bral nerves  also  had  ganglions  ; 
that  31  pairs  of  large  ganglions, 
in  regular  order,  and  carefully 
protected,  like  important  organs, 
are  to  be  found  in  the  nerves  of 
the  head  and  spine.    This  at  once 
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should  have  caused  the  rejection 
of  the  name  of  ganglionic  system 
of  nerves,  given  to  his  nerves  of 
organic  life.  But  his  error  was 
not  merely  the  misapplication  of 
a  name  :  there  was  misconception 
and  radical  error  throughout  the 
whole  system.  Although  Bichat's 
ganglionic  system  was  presented 
with  the  aspect  of  novelty,  there 
was,  in  truth,  no  actual  discovery. 
Anatomists  had  already  convinced 
themselves  that  the  sixth  nerve 
was  not  the  root  of  this  sympathe- 
tic nerve  ;  that  a  filament  so  small 
could  not  be  the  trunk  of  that  sys- 
tem which,  expanding  into  larger 
branches,  jmd  furnished  with  nu- 
merous ganglions,  was  seen  to 
pervade  the  whole  viscera,  and 
to  connect  itself  with  every  nerve 
of  the  body.  The  opinion  had 
been  propagated  that  it  was  a 
system  of  visceral  nerves  extend- 
ingevery  where,  and  not  depend- 
ingupon  the  encephalon. 

But  the  most  remarkable  mis- 
conception of  Bichat  was,  in  ima- 
gining that  he  saw,  in  the  gangli- 
onic system,  or  the  sympathetic 
system  of  man,  the  developement 
of  that  series  of  nerves  which  is 
seen  in  the  lower  creatures  :  thus 
.considering  those  nerves  which, 
in  them  give  sensation  and  voli- 
tion, to  be  the  same  system  which, 
in  the  human  body,  even  by  his 
own  showing,  give  no  token  of 
being  either  the  organ  of  sensa- 
tion or  of  voluntary  motion.  But 
of  this  more  hereafter. 

The  Professor,  having  brought 
up  the  review  of  the  opinions  on 
the  nervous  system  to  this  point, 
concluded  his  Lecture  with  a 
view  of  the  structure  of  a  nerve 
— the  membranes  which  cover  it, 
and  enter  into  its  composition — 
its  vascularity — the  dependence 
of  its  powers  upon  the  circulation 


through  it  : — he  observed,  that 
the  impression  on  any  part  of  a 
nerve  in  its  course,  was  always 
referred  by  the  sufferer  to  the 
extremity  of  the  nerve.  Restat- 
ed that  the  membranes  investing 
the  nerves  were  subject  to  be  in- 
flamed in  patches,  or  parts,  and 
that  such  inflammation  produced 
pain  remote  from  the  seat  of  the 
disease  :  he  gave  an  instance  of  a 
tumor  formed  in  the  nerve  of  the 
ham  being  mistaken  for  a  disease 
in  the  sole  of  the  foot  :  he  illus- 
trated the  same  order  of  symp- 
toms, by  cancerous  disease  in  the 
pelvis,  often  affecting  the  ischia- 
tic  nerve  ; — he  then  detailed  in- 
stances to  show  that  when  two 
nerves  are  bound  together  in  the 
same  sheath,  one  diverging  to  a 
part  internal,  and  the  other  to  a 
part  external  and  cutaneous,  the 
irritation  upon  the  former  is  ever 
attributed  to  the  part  supplied  by 
the  latter  ;  and  of  this  he  gave 
the  examples  of  sympathetic 
pains  attending  inflammations  of 
the  throat,  affections  of  the  heart 
and  lungs,  of  the  liver  and  duo- 
denum, of  the  colon,  the  uterus, 
and  ovarium. 


III. 

Aneurism  of  the  Innominata  and 
Root  of  the  Carotid^  successfully 
treated  by  tying  the  Carotid  Ar- 
tery, 

By  D.  Evans,  Esq.,  Surgeon  at  Bel- 
per,  Derbyshire, 

William  Hall,  aetat.  30,  a 
butcher  and  horse-dealer,  an  ath- 
letic and  spirited  young  man,  about 
Ave  feet  six  inches  high,  has  been 
accustomed  to  laborious  exercise, 
frequently  riding  from  70  to  100 
mijes  a  day,  and  has  always  en- 
joyed excellent  health,  until  the 
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appearance  of  the  following  symp- 
toms : — About  fourteen  months 
ago  he  was  seized  with  shortness 
of  breath,  troublesome  cough,  and 
tightness  over  the  chest,  after 
much  exertion,  especially  in  walk- 
ing fast  up  a  hill.  These  symp- 
toms continued  until  the  6th  of 
March,  when  he  had  an  attack  of 
bronchitis,  which  he  attributed  to 
cold.  His  expectoration  was  co- 
pious, consisting  of  mucus  slightly 
streaked  with  blood,  and  his  cough 
came  on  in  violent  paroxysms, 
which  were  followed  by  a  sense 
of  suffocation. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  after  a 
fit  of  coughing,  a  soft  pulsating 
tumor,  about  the  size  of  a  walnut, 
suddenly  made  its  appearance  be- 
hind, and  extending  a  little  above 
the  right  sterno-clavicular  articu- 
lation, and  covered,  externally, 
by  the  sternal  portion  of  ihe  ster- 
no-mastoid  muscle.  The  tumor 
was  greatly  diminished  by  firm 
pressure,  but  could  not  be  made 
to  disappear  entirely. 

The  pulsation  of  the  tumor, 
which  was  synchronous  with  that 
of  the  heart,  was  increased  in 
force  by  pressure  upon  the  right 
subclavian  artery,  and  was  dimi- 
nished, and  sometimes  completely 
arrested,  by  pressure  upon  the 
right  carotid,  above  the  tuaior. 
The  pulsations  of  the  right  caro- 
tid and  subclavian  arteries,  were 
stronger  than  those  of  the  left  ; 
but  there  was  no  apparent  differ- 
ence in  the  pulsations  of  the  ra- 
dial arteries. 

As  soon  as  the  tumor  made  its 
appearance,  the  cough  and  dysp- 
noea ceased  to  be  troublesome, 
and  his  health  was  soon  reestab- 
lished. His  chest  sounded  well 
upon  percussion,  and  the  respira- 
tory murmur  was  distinctly  heard 
all  over  it.    No  unnatural  pulsa- 


tion could  be  detected,  by  the 
use  of  the  stethoscope,  between 
the  tumor  and  the  heart.  Aloud 
and  powerful  pulsation  was  heard 
over  the  tumor,  unattended  with 
any  unusual  sound. 

In  taking  into  consideration  the 
situation  of  the  tumor, — its  sud- 
den appearance,  after  a  violent 
paroxysm  of  coughing,  and  its  soft 
pulsating  character,  together  with 
the  symptoms  above  enumerated, 
— little  doubt  could  be  entertain- 
ed of  its  nature,  and  I  concluded 
that  the  root  of  the  carotid  artery 
was  the  seat  of  the  disease. 

Considering  this  a  favorable 
case  for  the  operation  lately  re- 
vived, and  so  ably  advocated  by 
Mr.  Wardrop,  I  was  induced  to 
obtain  the  opinion  of  two  eminent 
surgeons  in  London  respecting  its 
propriety.  Both,  however,  dis- 
approving of  the  operation,  it 
was,  therefore,  determined,  with 
the  approbation  of  my  friends,  Mr. 
Bennet,  and  Mr.  Brown,  of  Der- 
by, that  a  fair  trial  should  be 
made  of  Valsalva's  plan  of  treat- 
ing aneurisms. 

The  nature  of  the  disease  was 
fully  explained  to  the  patient, 
who,  fortunately,  was  a  man  of 
strong  sense  and  most  determined 
resolution,  and,  from  his  employ- 
ment leading  him  to  study  the  dis- 
eases of  horses,  there  was  no  dif- 
ficulty in  making  him  comprehend 
the  dangerous  tendency  of  the 
disease.  He  therefore  submit- 
ted, with  perfect  confidence,  to 
the  proposed  plan  of  treatment  ; 
and  I  cannot  sufficiently  admire 
the  fortitude  and  cheerfulness 
with  which  he  bore  the  long  pri- 
vation which  it  was  necessary  to 
enforce,  and  the  implicit  faith 
which  he  placed  in  all  the  reme- 
dies adopted  for  his  relief. 

April  3.    He  was  accordingly 
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ordered  to  bed,  to  be  bled,  to  the 
extent  of  eight  ounces,  every 
third  day  ;  his  diet  to  consist  of 
small  quantities  of  gruel,  broth, 
and  tea.  Small  doses  of  digitalis 
were  likewise  administered.  This 
plan  of  treatment  was  continued 
until  the  I3th  of  July.  During 
the  first  month,  there  appeared 
some  little  improvement  ;  his 
pulse  was  frequently  as  low  as 
47  in  the  minute,  the  tumor  be- 
came harder,  its  pulsation  less 
forcible,  and  more  remote  ;  from 
which  it  was  supposed  that  coa- 
gula  might  be  forming.  The 
blood  hitherto  had  seemed  per- 
fectly healthy,  and  it  was  noticed 
that,  if  the  bleeding  were  delayed 
beyond  the  usual  time,  the  symp- 
toms were  aggravated. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  a  great 
alteration,  for  the  worse,  took 
place,  which  was  supposed  to  be 
owing  to  his  taking  a  small  quan- 
tity of  animal  food.  The  blood, 
after  each  bleeding,  became  buff- 
ed ;  pulse  80  in  the  minute  ;  the 
tumor  rapidly  increasing  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  and  becom- 
ing very  painful  upon  pressure. 
Twenty  leeches  were  applied, 
without  any  relief.  A  few  days 
afterwards  a  diarrhoea  superven- 
ed, the  inflammatory  state  of  the 
tumor  abated,  the  pain  ceased, 
and  the  swelling,  in  some  degree, 
subsided.  After  this  attack,  his 
pulse  was  never  less  than  80  in 
the  minute,  although  the  same 
plan  of  treatment  was  rigidly  ad- 
hered to. 

From  this  time  until  the  1st  of 
July,  the  tumor  remained  station- 
ary ;  but,  from  the  latter  date, 
until  the  20th,  he  gradually  got 
worse  ;  the  tumor  increased,  and 
now  reached  as  high  as  the  cri- 
coid cartilage,  and,  by  its  pres- 
sure upon  the  trachea  and  oeso- 


phagus, partially  impeded  respi- 
ration and  deglutition.  His  shirt- 
collar,  which,  prior  to  his  illness, 
would  button  comfortably,  could 
not  now  be  made  to  meet  by  more 
than  three  inches;  his  countenance 
became  bleached  ;  pulse  more 
feeble  ;  and  it  was  evident  that 
the  lowering  system  had  been 
carried  as  far  as  it  could  with 
safety. 

Under  these  circumstances  the 
operation  was  recommended,  as 
the  only  remaining  chance.  Its 
advantages  and  disadvantages  were 
fairly  stated,  and  the  chance  of 
success,  although  small,  made  him 
anxious  that  it  should  be  perform- 
ed. Dr.  Bent,  of  Derby,  saw 
the  patient  on  the  17th,  and  con- 
curred in  the  propriety  of  the 
operation,  as  a  last  hope. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  of 
July,  the  day  proposed  for  the 
operation,  the  patient  became  so 
agitated,  that  the  pulsation  of  the 
tumor  of  the  heart,  and  the  large 
arteries,  especially  the  abdominal 
aorta,  was  perceptible  to  the  eye. 
The  operation  was  performed  in 
the  presence  of  Messrs.  Bennet 
and  Brown,  of  Derby;  Mr.  Ingle, 
of  Ashby-de-la-Zouch  ;  and  Mr, 
Walne,  of  Chancery  Lane,— Sur- 
geons. In  consequence  of  the 
tumor  extending  so  high  up  the 
neck,  there  was  some  difficulty 
in  getting  down  to  the  sheath  of 
the  artery,  which  was  opened  to 
the  extent  of  half  an  inch.  The 
artery  appeared  healthy,  and  was 
easily  secured  by  a  single  ligature 
of  strong  silk.  Immediately  after 
tightening  the  ligature,  the  pulsa- 
tion in  the  different  branches  of 
the  external  carotid  artery  ceas- 
ed, except  a  slight  fluttering  in 
the  extreme  branches  of  the  tem- 
poral. The  pulsation  of  the  tu- 
mor continued  without  diminution. 
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23  and  24.  He  went  on  well. 
The  pulsation  in  the  tumor  was 
stronger  than  it  was  before  the 
operation,  and  the  pulsation  of  the 
right  radial  artery  was  observed 
to  be  more  forcible  than  that  of 
the  left. 

25.  He  became  feverish;  pulse 
120  and  full  ;  the  right  lip  of  the 
wound  swollen  and  painful.  Six 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken  away 
from  the  arm,  and  some  saline 
medicine  administered.  The 
blood  was  much  buffed. 

26.  Morning. — Much  better  ; 
pulse  92;  stronger  in  the  right  ra- 
dial artery  than  in  the  left;  pulsa- 
tion in  the  tumor  still  very  forcible. 

Evening. — The  fever  and  pain 
in  the  tumor  returned.  He  was 
again  bled.    Blood  still  buifed. 

27.  Better  again  this  morning. 
He  was  taken  worse  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  eveninij.  Pulse 
100  ;  delirious  ;  anxious  counte- 
nance, and  sickness.  No  diminu- 
tion in  the  size  of  the  tumor. 

28.  Much  better,  and  conti- 
nued so  all  day. 

29.  At  seven,  A.M.  he  was 
taken  suddenly  worse,  and  appear- 
ed to  be  dying  ;  his  countenance 
ghastly,  and  covered  with  perspi- 
ration ;  tracheal  rattle,  and  inabi- 
lity to  swallow.  He  appeared 
conscious,  but  could  only  speak  in 
a  whisper  ;  pulsation  in  the  tumor 
still  forcible  ;  the  pulse  in  the 
right  radial  artery  scarcely  per- 
ceptible, whilst  the  left  pulsated 
as  strongly  as  it  did  the  previous 
day.  These  symptoms  were  ac- 
companied by  a  profuse  ptya- 
lism.  He  remained  in  this  state 
for  several  hours,  at  the  expira- 
tion o/  which  time  he  rallied,  and 
by  the  evening  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  salivation,  which  con- 
tinued,) he  appeared  quite  as 
well  as  on  the  preceding  ^ay. 


As  he  continued  to  improve 
from  this  period,  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  enter  into  a  daily 
report  of  the  case  ;  I  shall  there- 
fore content  myself  with  noticing 
the  most  prominent  symptoms 
which  occurred.  One  of  the 
most  remarkable  was  the  oblite- 
ration of  the  arteries  of  the  right 
arm  and  forearm,  which  was  first 
observed  in  the  arteries  of  the 
forearm  on  the  29th  x)f  July,  the 
eighth  day  after  the  operation, 
for  until  that  day  the  arteries  of 
the  right  arm  pulsated  with  great- 
er force  than  those  of  the  left. 
The  process  of  obliteration  was 
attended  with  severe  intermittent 
poroxysms  of  pain,  chiefly  felt  in 
the  course  of  the  brachial  and  ax- 
illary arteries.  The  brachial  ar- 
tery, after  its  obliteration,  was 
hard  and  painful  to  the  touch,  and 
felt  very  like  an  inflamed  absor- 
bent vessel.  The  right  arm  wast- 
ed, and  became  partially  para- 
lysed, and  continued  to  diminish 
for  three  weeks,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  time  several  arterial 
anastomosing  branches  were  ob- 
served pulsating  on  the  back  part 
of  the  arm.  As  these  vessels 
enlarged,  the  limb  improved  very 
slowly,  not  having  yet  (Oct.  19) 
perfectly  acquired  sensation,  nor 
its  muscles  the  power  of  obeying 
volition. 

On  the  11th  day  after  the  ope- 
ration, he  was  attacked  with  in- 
termitting paroxysms  of  pain  in 
the  right  side  of  the  head  and 
face,  of  the  same  character  as 
the  pain  in  the  right  arm,  though 
not  so  violent  :  this  pain  ceased 
within  a  fortnight.  The  right 
side  of  the  head  and  face  became 
emaciated,  and  any  one  looking  at 
him  .would  immediately  discover 
that  the  right  half  of  the  face  was 
much  smaller  than  the  left.  The 
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blood  having  since  found  its  way 
into  the  temporal  and  facial  arte- 
ries, the  right  side  of  the  face  is 
now  nearly  as  plump  as  the  left. 

The  ptyalism,  which  began  on 
the  29th  of  July,  continued  until 
the  middle  of  September,  during 
which  time  he  spit  daily  about  a 
pint  of  saliva  ;  a  more  generous 
diet,  and  a  small  quantity  of  ale, 
were  then  allowed,  and  the  sali- 
vation subsided. 

Three  weeks  after  the  opera- 
tion he  was  able  to  sit  up  to  his 
meals.  The  first  time  that  he 
got  out  of  bed,  he  perceived  that 
the  whole  of  the  right  side  was 
numbed,  and  weaker  than  the 
left.  The  pulsation  in  the  tumor, 
which  had  hitherto  been  more 
powerful  than  it  was  before  the 
artery  was  tied,  now  (Aug.  15) 
began  to  diminish  rapidly,  and  by 
the  23d  of  August,  the  thirty-third 
day  after  the  operation,  had  so 
much  subsided,  that  it  was  doubt- 
ful whether  it  arose  from  the  pas- 
sage of  blood  into  the  tumor,  or 
from  the  impulse  given  to  it  by 
the  subclavian  artery  beneath. 

•In  five  weeks  after  the  opera- 
tion, he  was  sufficiently  recover- 
ed to  be  able  to  take  daily  exer- 
cise in  a  gig,  or  on  horseback,  and 
from  this  time  he  has  continued 
to  improve  in  health  vvithoi;t  in- 
terruption. 

The  obliteration  of  the  right 
brachial  artery  is  now  complete, 
and  above  the  insertion  of  the  la- 
tissimus  dorsi,  the  pulsation  of  the 
axillary  artery  can  be  easily  felt. 
The  pulse  in  the  radial  artery  is 
scarcely  perceptible  in  the  right 
arm,  increases  daily,  but  is  yet 
far  from  being  of  the  size  of  the 
left.  Sensation  and  susceptibili- 
ty of  the  influence  of  volition  are 
more  perfect  on  the  whole  of  the 
right  side  of  the  body,  but  still 


that  side  is  more  feeble  than  the 
left.  The  tumor  is  hard  and  firm, 
and  has  diminished  about  one-third 
since  the  operation.  By  pressing' 
it  from  above  downwards,  a  fee- 
ble, deep-seated  pulsation  is  felt, 
but  in  grasping  the  tumor  and  us- 
ing lateral  pressure,  no  pulsation 
can  be  perceived. 

On  the  13th  of  October  the 
wound  was  nearly  healed  ;  the 
ligature  had  not  come  away,,  and 
as  it  acted  as  a  source  of  irrita- 
tion to  the  small  vv^ound,  it  was 
cut  off  level  with  the  skin. 

The  most  peculiar  features 
which  this  interesting  case  pre- 
sented, were — 1st,  the  oblitera- 
tion of  the  arteries  of  the  right 
arm  ;  2d,  the  profuse  salivation  ; 
3d,  the  disposition  to  paralysis  of 
the  whole  of  the  right  side  of  the 
body. 

The  two  first  symptoms  com- 
menced on  the  8th  day  after  the 
operation  ;  and  I  think  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  the  oblitera- 
tion of  the  arteries  of  the  arm 
was  accomplished  by  inflammation 
extending  from  the  aneurisnjal  sac 
to  the  internal  membrane  of  the 
subclavian  artery,  and  thence  to 
the  brachial  artery.  Might  not 
the  active  obliteration  of  such 
large  arteries  as  those  of  the  arm 
and  forearm,  be  the  cause  of  the 
unpleasant  train  of  symptoms 
which  occurred  on  the  8lh  day 
after  the  operation  ?  The  sali- 
vation appeared  to  be  connected 
with  the  state  of  the  digestive 
apparatus  ;  for,  as  soon  as  ale, 
and  a  generous  diet,  were  allow- 
ed, it  gradually  subsided.  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  assign  the  cause  of  the 
numbness  and  debility  of  the  whole 
of  the  right  side  of  the  body, 
(which  were  only  observed  when 
he  first  left  the  bed,)  unless  they 
originated  in  a  greater  quantity  of 
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blood  circulating  in  the  left  he- 
misphere of  the  brain  than  in  the 
right,  which  undoubtedly  would 
be  the  case  after  the  application 
of  a  ligature  to  the  common  caro- 
tid. What  tends  to  confirm  this 
opinion  is,  that  now,  thirteen 
weeks  after  the  operation,  the 
balance  of  circulation  in  the  brain 
being  reestablished,  the  numbness 
and  debility  of  the  right  side  of 
the  body  have  nearly  disappeared. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  worthy  of 
notice,  that,  since  the  operation, 
he  has  become  more  irritable  in 
temper,  and  his  memory  is  evi- 
dently weaker. 

So  far  as  this  case  has  yet  pro- 
ceeded, it  amply  justifies  the  ope- 
ration; and  the  man  probably  owes 
liis  life  to  Mr.  Wardrop's  fortu- 
iiate  suggestion.  Should  any  un- 
toward circumstance  occur,  lead- 
ing to  any  other  conclusion,  it  shall 
he  communicated. 

It  is  now  five  weeks  since  he 
resumed  his  usual  avocations,  and 
he  regularly  attends  the  markets 
and  fairs  of  Derby,  a  distance  of 
seven  miles. 


BOSTON,TUESDAY,  MARCH  24, 1829. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature 
of  Massachusetts,  a  gentleman  of  ta- 
lents and  education,  of  his  own  free 
motion,  laid  before  that  honorable 
body  a  proposition  for  legalizing  the 
dissection  of  dead  bodies  for  the 
benefit  of  the  living.  The  Act  which 
he  proposed  was  not  well  under- 
stood ;  nor  was  the  subject  discussed 
with  sufficient  freedom  to  bring  the 
merits  of  the  case  fully  into  view. 
An  unfavorable  turn  was  given  to  it, 
by  the  representation  that  it  would 
be  a  hardship  on  the  poor,  and  ren- 
,der  ,their  last  days  very  unhappy. 


The  House  appeared  to  receive  a 
disagreeable  impression  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  principal  clause  was  at 
once  struck  out  ;  while  that  increas- 
ing the  penalties  for  exhuming  dead 
bodies  was  retained.  On  a  subse- 
quent day,  however,  the  subject  hav- 
ing been  more  fully  explained,  the 
House  almost  unanimously  agreed  to 
reject  the  bill  imposing  additional 
penalties  ;  and  thus  the  affair  rests. 

So  far  as  the  poor  are  concerned, 
it  is  of  great  importance  to  them  that 
physicians  in  general  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  dissection.  If  they 
are  not  permitted  to  do  so,  a  few 
physicians  whose  circumstances  al- 
low them  to  visit  foreign  countries 
will  be  employed  by  the  wealthy  ; 
while  the  poor  must  be  made  the 
unhappy  victims  of  the  ignorant  and 
unskilful. 

To  give  our  medical  friends  at  a 
distance  an  opportunity  of  enjoying 
the  enlightened  views  of  a  Boston 
Editor,  we  insert  the  following  sketch 
of  the  debate  : — 

A  bill  was  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  in  the  state 
legislature,  which  was  ordered  to 
make  inquiry'  into  what  alterations 
were  required  in  the  laws  to  prevent 
the  violation  of  the  sepulchres  of  the 
dead,  which  contained  two  important 
provisions  : 

1st.  That  any  person  or  persons 
detected  in  stealing  a  body,  or  in  re- 
ceiving or  disposing  of  a  stolen  body, 
should  be  sentenced,  on  conviction, 
to  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three 
years,  or  to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding 
a  thousand  dollars. 

2d.  That  when  any  pauper,  who 
had  been  supported  at  the  town  or 
state  charge,  shall  die,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  selectmen  to  give  notice 
to  any  kindred  or  friends,  within  a 
reasonable  distance,  and  if  no  person 
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shall  apply  within  forty-eight  hours, 
to  take  the  body  and  engage  to  give 
it  christian  burial,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  selectmen,  if  they  see  proper, 
to  give  such  body  to  any  professor 
of  surgery,  to  be  used  for  the  advan- 
tage of  anatomical  science,  provided 
such  professor  shall  engage  to  give 
the  remains  christian  burial,  after 
they  shall  have  been  so  used. 

A  general  revulsion  was  observed 
in  the  House,  when  the  latter  propo- 
sition was  read,  and  a  motion  was 
immediataly  made  to  strike  it  from 
the  bill.  One  gentleman  only  rose 
in  its  favor,  and  such  a  shrinking  was 
felt  by  every  one  on  approaching  the 
subject,  that  even  he  stammered  and 
hesitated,  and  could  not  say  anything 
with  a  firm  heart  and  a  stout  tongue. 
Half  a  dozen  persons  were  in  favor 
of  increasing  the  penalties  for  rob- 
bing the  grave  ;  others  thought  that 
the  penalties  were  already  heavy 
enough.  One  person  wished,  that 
any  person  who  would  steal  a  body, 
might  be  imprisoned,  ruined,  and 
made  an  outcast  from  society.  An- 
other thought  the  crime  should  be 
punished  with  death,  and  a  third 
spoke  of  moving  an  amendment, 
that  any  person  detected  in  stealing 
a  body  should  himself  be  given  up 
for  dissection.  It  seemed  to  be  con- 
ceded on  all  hands,  that  no  mercy 
should  be  shown  to  those,  who  desire 
to  benefit  living  bodies  by  an  exami- 
nation of  dead  ones  ;  and  it  was 
manifest,  that  every  one  had  rather 
be  disposed  of  by  worms  unceremo- 
niously, than  by  their  fellow  men 
with  all  due  form  and  solemnity  for 
a  useful  end.  The  association  of 
surgeons  in  Dublin,  who  agreed  to 
give  up  their  bodies  for  dissection, 
were  sneered  at,  and  it  seemed  to 
be  considered,  that  a  deficiency  of 
usefulness  in  life,  should  not  be  made 
up  by  a  beneficial  disposition  after 
death.  One  gentleman  had  the  bold- 
ness to  say,  that  surgeons  must  have 
opportunities  for  dissection,  and  that 
the  n)arch  of  improvement  was  going 
on,  so  that  provision  would  ere  long 


be  made  for  their  information  ;  but 
even  he  did  not  defend  the  bill,  and 
his  sidevvay  remarks  caused  the 
fleshy  parts  of  the  honorable  mem- 
bers to  crawl  horribly. 

For  ourselves  we  should  be  oppos- 
ed to  the  bill,  most  devotedly,  but 
not  for  any  reason  thus  assigned.  If 
a  body  can  be  given  to  the  surgeons, 
when  there  are  no  friends  to  the 
dead  to  regret  it,  very  well  ;  but  to 
make  a  law,  like  this,  which  would 
be  sure  to  make  the  paupers  them- 
selves miserable,  even  though  it  be 
on  account  of  silly  prejudices  ;  which 
would  render  their  latter  days  horri- 
ble from  visions  of  the  surgeon's 
knife,  busy  with  their  brains,  would 
be  an  act  of  barbarous  cruelty,  un- 
worthy a  humane  and  christian  peo- 
ple. Let  the  surgeons  set  the  exam- 
ple and  pass  a  law  in  the  Medical 
Association,  that  every  meniber  shall 
surrender  his  body  for  the  good  of 
mankind,  after  death,  and  the  preju- 
dices of  the  world  will  in  time  wear 
away,  so  that  the  college  may  be 
graced  with  a  fresh  subject  every 
day  in  the  year,  all  contending  for 
the  honor  of  being  useful. — Bulletin. 

The  concluding  proposition  exhi- 
bits a  wonderful  degree  of  sagacity 
on  the  part  of  the  writer  ;  for  it  will 
stand  as  an  unquestionable  answer 
to  all  that  the  faculty  can  urge  in  fa- 
vor of  dissection,  so  long  as  they  do 
not  grant  their  own  bodies  for  the 
purpose.  But  why,  let  us  ask  this 
ingenious  author,  should  the  bodies 
of  the  faculty  be  devoted  to  dissec- 
tion ?  Is  it  intended  as  a  peculiar 
honor  and  privilege  to  that  profes- 
sion ?  If  so,  the  objections  to  ana- 
tomy have  ceased  to  exist.  If  it  is 
intended  as  a  call  on  them  to  make 
peculiar  sacrifices,  why  should  they 
be  thus  called  on  ?  The  medical 
profession  get  no  advantage  from 
dissection  independent  of  that  of  the 
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community ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
study  of  anatomy  is  a  heavy  tax  on 
their  time,  health,  and  money.  If 
the  community  are  willing  to  dis- 
charge them  from  this  part  of  their 
duty,  their  labors  will  be  prodigious- 
ly lightened  ;  access  to  the  profession 
comparatively  easy  ;  and  if  the  know- 
ledge of  chemistry  can  also  be  dis- 
pensed with,  the  burden  of  attending 
medical  schools  and  lectures  may  be 
got  rid  of,  and  the  student  will  re- 
quire nt>thing  more  than  to  read  and 
ride  his  three  years  with  the  nearest 
and  most  accommodating  doctor. 
The  practice  of  physic  might  be 
much  simplified  in  this  way  ;  for  the 
physician,  being  ignorant  of  the  va- 
riety and  delicacy  of  the  human  or- 
gans, would  pour  in  his  drugs  as  into 
a  cauldron  ;  and  the  surgeon  would 
amputate  his  patient  with  an  axe, 
leaving  the  bloodvessels  to  secure 
themselves,  or  searing  the  bleeding 
limb  with  hot  pitch,  as  is  the  prac- 
tice among^  some  savage  nations. 
Such  being  the  happy  results  of  giv- 
ing lip  the  study  of  anatomy,  the 
medical  profession  would  have  much 
reason  to  congratulate  themselves  on 
the  simplification  of  their  art,  and 
but  little  inducement  to  bequeath 
their  bodies  for  dissection. 

For  ourselves  we  are  free  to  say, 
that  instead  of  being  food  for  worms, 
we  should  prefer  to  have  our  bodies 
anatomized,  and  our  bones  hand- 
somely prepared  and  hung  up  in  the 
room  of  some  respectable  anatomist. 
But  we  shall  never  admit  that  the 
community  have  any  claim  to  dissect 
us  as  professional  persons  ;  nor  shall 
we  on  this  ground  allow  any  such 
dissection.  The  public  should  feel 
obliged  to  us  for  cultivating  the  prac- 
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tice  of  dissection,  under  circumstances 
dangerous,  disgusting,  and  expensive, 
while  we  are  alive,  without  claiming 
the  use  of  our  bodies  when  deserted 
by  their  spiritual  tenant. 

The  community  it  is  that  are  be- 
nefited by  dissection.  It  is  the  com- 
munity that  call  for  a  cultivation  of 
anatomy.  Whoever  is  affected  with 
a  dangerous  sickness,  being  naturally 
desirous  of  prolonging  his  life,  is  apt 
to  apply  to  such  physicians  as  he 
thinks  best  acquainted  with  the  means 
of  preserving  his  physical  frame  from 
destruction.  Whoever  is  so  unfortu- 
nate as  to  have  a  dangerous  cancer 
or  wen,  will  naturally  resort  to  such 
surgeon  as  he  thinks  will  most  cer- 
tainly free  him  of  it,  and  at  the  least 
risque  of  killing  him  in  so  doing. 
Thus  an  enlightened  community  pay 
and  always  will  pay  for  dissection  ; 
and  the  premium  they  pay  will  be 
in  proportion  to  the  difficulty  and 
expense  of  acquiring  the  requisite 
medical  skill. 

Hence  it  has  happened  that  the 
enlightened  community  of  the  Scotch 
metropolis  must  be  considered  res- 
ponsible for  those  horrid,  barbarous, 
and  unparalleled  events,  which  have 
lately  occurred  in  the  midst  of  all  its 
light  and  literature, — events,  which, 
if  we  had  not  the  fullest  evidence  of, 
we  should  scarcely  credit  of  any  ex- 
isting nation,  but  the  cannibal  New 
Zealanders.  Twelve,  or  as  it  is  re- 
ported, even  twenty  or  thirty  mur- 
ders, have  been  committed  in  Edin- 
burgh, for  the  sole  purpose  of  selling 
the  inanimate  bodies  of  the  dead  to 
surgeons  for  dissection  !  What  pun- 
ishment would  be  too  great  for  these 
surgeons?  True,  they  had  no  sus- 
picion that  the  bodies  had  been  mur- 
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dered  ;  yet  it  is  certain  that  without 
this  practice  of  dissection,  the  mur- 
ders would  not  have  been  committed. 
What  penalty,  then,  would  be  too 
heavy  for  them  ?  Would  it  not  be 
justifiable  to  inflict  the  human#and 
benevolent  punishment  proposed  in 
the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  by 
one  of  its  members,  that  the  persons 
guilty  of  dissecti(5n  should  tllemselves 
be  EXECUTED  and  dissected  !  ! 

The  crime,  however,  lay  not  with 
the  surgeons,  who  were  the  wretched 
victims  of  this  imposition,  but  with 
the  community, — with  that  commu- 
nity which  first  compelled  them  to 
learn  anatomy,  and  then,  by  every 
law  which  human  ingenuity  could 
devise,  attempted  to  deprive  them  of 
the  possibility  of  doing  it. 

We  shall  resume  the  subject  of 
these  murders,  and  give  an  authentic 
account  of  them  hereafter. 

The  operation  for  carotid  aneurism 
was  performed  a  few  days  since  by 
Dr.  Lewis,  at  the  House  of  Industry, 
in  South  Boston.  The  patient  is 
doing  well. 

March  18lh,  three  operations  were 
performed  at  the  Massachusetts  Gene- 
ral Hospital  ;  and  in  the  course  of 
the  preceding  week  there  were  five 
admissions  of  surgical  cases,  viz.  : 
cancer  of  tongue  ;  fistula  in  ano  ; 
disease  of  the  bones  of  the  hand  ;  hip 
disease  ;  stricture  of  the  urethra. 
Among  the  operations  was  the  re- 
moval of  one  half  the  tongue  lor 
cancer.  Of  this  we  shall  give  some 
further  account. 

Boston  is  remarkably  healthy.  The 
weather  for  the  last  seven  weeks  has 
been  steadily  cold,  and  the  ground 
covered  with  snow,  which  it  still  is. 


The  cold  weather  continues  later 
than  common.  The  approaching 
fluctuations  of  the  weather,  the  dis- 
solving  of  the  snow,  and  the  more 
mild  and  moist  state  of  the  atmos- 
phere, will  produce  afl'ections  of  the 
throat,  larynx,  and  lungs.  Varicella, 
the  chickenpox,  prevails.  Soirie  of 
the  cases  present  precisely  the  aspect 
of  the  vaccine  vesicle. — We  have  in 
Boston  abundant  opportunity  of  prov- 
ing that  the  chickenpox  and  smallpox 
are  not  the  same  disease,  as  supposed 
by  a  number  of  British  writers ;' 
since,  while  the  former  is  and  has 
been  quite  prevalent,  there  is  no 
instance  of  the  latter. 


Now  is  the  best  season  for  vaccina- 
tion. Those  who  have  hitherto  neg- 
lected it,  will  do  well  to  have  it  done 
immediately,  while  the  smallpox, 
which  is  in  the  State  of  N.  Hampshire, 
half  a  day's  journey  from  town,  is  still 
at  a  distance.  If  they  defer  it,  as  is 
usually  done,  until  they  are  alarmed 
by  rumors  of  smallpox,  they  may  ex- 
pect to  have  it  done  not  so  satisfacto- 
rily, as  when  it  is  employed,  as  it  al- 
ways should  be,  with  eve/y  possible 
precaution. 

The  recent  alarm  of  smallpox  in 
New-Hampshire  has  brought  into 
Boston  abundance  of  applications  for 
vaccine  fluid.  Physicians  ought  to 
know  that  it  is  impossible,  under  or- 
dinary circumstances,  to  procure  a 
great  supply  of  this  fluid  suddenly, 
and  that  they  may  save  themselves 
and  others  the  trouble  of  seeking  it, 
by  preserving  the  vaccine  scab  in  a 
close  vessel  and  cool  place.  This, when 
they  wish  to  vaccinate,  is  to  be  slight- 
ly moistened  at  the  under  surface,  and 
the  vaccinating  lancet  dipped  in  it. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


DENTAL  SURGERY. 

THIS  day  received  by  Benjamin  Per- 
kins &L  Co.,  No.  135,  Washington 
Street,— A  SYS  rr.M  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
OERY.    In  three  parts. 

1.  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Dental 
Surg-ery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Dentist.  Denlicam  curam  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
dentibus  laxantur  et  chylaceos  officinae  ; 
hinc  niille  malorum  occasiones. — Baglivi 
XIII.  March  17. 

ep6w 

NEW  MEDICAL  WORK. 

JUST  published  and  for  sale  by  Ben- 
jamin Perkins &Co.—THb:  FRENCH 
PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE;  being  a 
translation  of  L.  F.  Begin's  treatise  on 
Therapeutics  ;  with  occasional  notes  and 
observations,  illustrative  of  the  treatment 
of  diseases  in  the  climate  of  North  Ame- 
rica.   By  Xavier  Tessier. 

ep3w  March  17. 

CASEY 'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 

THE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
lance for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  M'ho  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  Whitens, 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  Ihe  machine  can  be  deter- 
mined, or  the  other  proper  measures  to  be 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express 
ly  disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.    This  machine  has  received 


the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
att^^ed  to. 

Boston,  Feb.  6,  1829. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

RICHARD  A.  NEWELL,  Druggist, 
91,  Skimmer  Streipt,  has  on  hand  a 
small  lot  of  EUROPEAN  LEECHES,  in, 
excellent  order,  and  of  very  large  size, 
which  he  will  sell  at  a  fair  price. 

N.  B.  Leeches  applied  as  usual,  or 
sent  to  any  part  of  the  city.  4t. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  &  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  Wh?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  pui  chase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 
Druggist  and  JLpothtcary^ 

HAS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  188,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wra.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, &c.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The  old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHOSCOPE. 

JUST  published  by  Benjamin  Perkins, 
&  Co.,— MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE 
OF  THE  STETHOSCOPE,  being  a  short 
Treatise  on  investigating  Direases  of  the 
Chest.  From  the  French  of  M.  Collin, 
with  an  Introduction  and  Plates.  By  a 
Fellow  of  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 

The  Stethoscope  may  also  be  obtained 
as  above  in  the  most  approved  form. 
ep3w  Jan.  20. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollar.s  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.   The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

Cases  of  J^euralgia^  or  'painful 
•Affections  of  J^erves. 

By  John  C.  Warren,  M.D. 

In  a  former  number  of  this  Jour- 
nal 1  be2;an  the  consideration  of 
this  subject,  and  have  deferred 
prosecuting  it  till  this  time  in  or- 
der to  observe  the  result  of  cases 
then  in  progress,  and  the  influence 
of  particular  remedies  on  them. 
The  delay  has  enabled  me  to  ob- 
tain useful  additions  to  the  infor- 
mation I  had  before,  and  has  shown 
that  there  is  a  large  field  for  the 
observation  of  tliese  diseases  which 
has  not  been  explored,  and  into 
which  I  have  barely  entered. 

Painful  affections  of  the  nerves 
were  divided  into  those  of  the 
head,  extremities  and  trunk  ;  and 
the  first  paper  was  occupied  with 
those  belonging  to  the  head.  I 
shall  next  take  up  those  of  the 
extremities,  as  more  frequent  than 
those  of  the  trunk.  First,  those 
of  the  upper  extremities;  second, 
of  the  lower  extremities;  after- 
wards,those  ofthetrunk;and,  last- 
ly, shall  add  some  general  remarks. 

NEURALGIA  OF  THE  UPrEll  EXTREMI- 
TIES. 

Painfvl  Affection  of  the  Arm^  caus- 
ed by  a  Fit  of  Coughing. 

A  young  lady  affected  with  a  se- 

7 


vere  cough,  but  otherwise  in  per- 
fect health,  during  a  fit  of  cough- 
ing, was  seized  with  a  severe 
pain,  like  that  from  an  electric 
shock,  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
arm,  extending  down  the  arm  to 
the  elbow,  where  it  ultimately 
became  most  severe.  From  this 
time  she  was  subject  to  paroxysms 
of  this  pain,  occurring  suddenly  ; 
sometimes  daily,  sometimes  at 
periods  of  a  few  days,  and  conti- 
nuing with  great  violence  for  an 
hour  or  more.  The  sensation  of 
the  hand  was  altered.  Every- 
thing she  touched  appeared  warm. 
If  the  arm  was  plunged  into  warm 
or  cold  water,  it  felt  equally  warm 
to  her.  Blisters,  caustics,  elec- 
tricity, frictions  of  all  kinds,  the 
internal  use  of  hemlock,  stramo- 
nium, belladonna,  iron,  were  all 
ineffectual.  For  a  time  the  affu- 
sion of  warm  water  seemed  use- 
ful, but  it  soon  lost  its  efiect. 
The  sulphate  of  quinine  was  tried 
a  number  of  months.  No  sensible 
benefit  was  derived  from  any  one 
remedy.  The  health,  however, 
continues  good  after  a  number  of 
years  of  this  sudering.  The  pa- 
roxysms are  now  less  frequent  and 
less  painful,  but  at  present  theie 
is  no  prospect  of  their  disappear- 


Quere — Is  this  disease  seated 
in  the  nerve  cutaneus  exlernuj, 
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which  perforates  the  coraco  bra- 
chialis  muscle,  j)ro(iuce(i  by  a 
spasmodic  coutraclion  of  that 
muscle  on  the  nerve  ?  The  lo- 
cality of  the  pain  vvoiild  lead  us 
to  believe  it.  Or  is  it  an  allec- 
lion  of  the  brachial  plexus  and  all 
the  nerves  of  the  arm,  communi- 
cated to  them  hy  the  phrenic,  iiic 
consequence  of  the  spasmodic  ac- 
tion of  the  diaphragm  in  that  vio- 
lent fit  of  coup-hing  which  brought 
on  the  disease  ? 

Injury  of  the  Ulnar  Nerve ^  folloived 
bij  muscular  Contraction.. 

A  lady  of  about  30,  in  good  health, 
fell,  and  received  the  force  of  the 
fail  in  the  right  elbow.  The  ul- 
nar nerve  was  contused,  and  a 
most  acute  nervous  pain  produced, 
which  lasted  about  a  week,  and 
was  accompanied  with  some  de- 
gree of  sivelling.  After  this  the 
pain  subsided.  In  a  few  months 
she  began  to  experience  pains  in 
the  middle  of  the  hand,  accompa- 
nied by  a  conti  action  of  the  inter- 
osseous muscles  between  the  ring 
and  middle  linger,  and  a  sensible 
indentation  at  the  time  of  the  pa- 
roxysm. The  pai'oxysms  occur 
nearly  every  day,  and  are  accom- 
panied with  a  temj)orary  paralysis 
of  the  lingers.  I  advised  the  af- 
fusion of  hot  water,  and  internal 
use  of  iron  ;  but  have  not  learnt 
the  result. 

Why  the  contraction  should  oc- 
cur between  the  ring  and  middle 
finger,  rather  than  between  the 
rin:^;  a. id  liUle  linger,  where  the 
volar  branch  of  the  nhiar  nerve 
passes,  1  know  not.  I  state  the 
fact. 

Paivfyl    Affctinn    of  the  Ulnar 

Nrrue,  cured  by  tepid  A/fusion. 
A  ypnng  lady,  of  delicate  consti- 
tution, struck  the  elbow,  and  the 
ulnar  nerve,  where  it  passes  over 


the  internal  condyle  of  the  os  hn- 
ineri.  Severe  paroxysms  of  pain 
followed  in  the  elbow,  along  the 
inner  edge  of  the  forearm  and 
hand,  and  gave  her  but  little  res- 
[)iie  for  the  space  of  two  years. 
They  frequently  alternated  with 
indigestion.  She  became  ema- 
ciated, lost  her  appetite,  and  her 
life  seemed  to  be  seriously  threat- 
eried.  At  length  she  was  cured 
of  the  neuralgia  by  ati'usion  of  sea- 
water,  at  the  hospital,  of  the  tem- 
perature of  100  deg.,  poured  on 
through  a  small  tube,  from  twen- 
ty to  thirty  minutes.  Her  health 
is  now  good,  though  she  has  been 
always  subject  and  still  is  to  dys- 
peptic attacks.  The  pain  in  the 
nerve  has  not  returned  for  two 
years. 

Neuralgia  of  the  Ulnar  Nerve  from 
striking  it. 

James  Wilson,  aged  19.  While 
at  sea,  fell,  and  struck  the  left 
elbow, — was  at  the  same  time 
exposed  to  cold  and  wet.  Had 
an  attack  of  pain  in  the  injured 
part,  sometimes  extending  to  the 
hand,  particularly  its  inner  edge 
and  lingers,  occurring  in  parox- 
ysms of  darting  pain  of  great  se- 
verity, two  or  three  times  a  day. 
Elbow  swelled  ;  general  health 
good.  Oidered  lai-ge  doses  of 
carbonate  of  iron.  Two  moxas, 
tlnee  (juarters  of  an  inch  in  dia- 
nietei',  were  applied  behind  and 
near  the  internal  condyles  of  the 
OS  humeri.  He  bore  the  moxas 
well,  but  was  not  relieved  by 
them,  and  left  the  Hospital  be- 
fore other  remedies  could  be  em- 
ployed. 

Distressing  Ajf'ection  of  the  Arm 
from  Injury  of  the  Ulnar  Nerve. 

The  following  case  is  one  in  which 
the  effect  of  the  Carbonate  of  Iron 
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was  long  tried,  with  but  little  ad- 
vantage. 

Margaret  Tvviss,  about  24years 
old,  was  admitted  into  the  Massa- 
chusetts*Ueneral  Hospital  iuMay, 
18^7.  About  four  years  ago, 
fell,  and  struck  her  elbow.  The 
accident  was  followed  by  swelling 
of  the  elbow,  and  when  this  sub- 
sided, she  felt  a  pain  in  the  el- 
bow, extending  to  the  wrist,  little 
fniger  and  ring  linger.  These 
pains  have  continued,  with  short 
remission,  to  this  lime.  The 
hand  and  arm  are  useless  from 
pain  and  debility.  Her  health  is 
much  impaired,  and  she  bass  no 
hope  of  relief  but  from  amputa- 
tion of  the  limb. 

This  patient  remained  in  the 
Hospital  from  May,  1827,  to 
April,  1828,  under  the  use  of  va- 
rious remedies.  At  first,  leeches 
and  blistering  were  used  ;  next, 
hot  fomentations  of  sea-water  ; 
then,  vaiious  caustics  ;  after- 
wards, frictions  with  tartrite  of 
antimony,  electricity,  occasional- 
ly cupping,  affusions  of  hot  sea- 
water,  tight  bandaging  from  the 
lingers  to  the  shoulders,  patient 
frictions,  and  jnany  other  reme- 
dies, each  producing  a  temporary 
relief  only.  She  had  general  salt 
water  bathing;  underwent  a  course 
of  mercury  ;  took  in  succession, 
hemlock,  stramonium  and  bella- 
<lonna  ;  finally,  the  Carbonate  of 
Iron.  This  she  began  to  take  in 
the  dose  of  a  scruple,  and  increas- 
ed it  gradually  to  a  drachm,  when 
her  stomach  w bully  rejected  it. 
Tben  it  was  omitted  ;  resumed, 
and  given  in  doses  accommodated 
to  her  stomach  for  three  months, 
without  any  good  elfect.  All 
medicines  were  then  omitted,  ex- 
cepting bark  and  wine.  The 
pains,  however,  continued,  affect- 
ing sometimes  the  elbow,  some- 


times the  wrist,  and  extending  to 
the  two  smaller  fingers.  Her 
appetite  fluctuated  ;  she  had  fre- 
quent derangements  of  the  sto- 
mach and  much  headach. 

In  the  autumn,  the  operation 
for  division  of  the  ulnar  nerve 
was  perfoimed.  The  nerve  was 
exposed  behind  the  internal  con- 
dyle of  the  OS  humeri  ;  a  piece 
an  inch  long  was  removed.  This 
for  a  time  gave  her  relief;  but 
the  pains  returned,  and  at  length, 
in  February,  1828,  amputation 
of  the  arm  was  executed  above 
the  elbow.  This  produced  an 
amelioration  in  her  sufferings, 
without  perfect  relief.  She  con- 
tinued in  the  hospital  until  she 
had  wholly  recovered  from  the 
operation,  and  was  then  advised 
to  return  to  her  native  woods, 
where,  it  seems  probable,  her 
cure  will  be  completed. 

The  dissection  of  the  amputat- 
ed limb  presented  no  visible  de- 
rangement in  the  nerves  or  other 
oigans. 

The  above  are  not  all  the  cases 
of  affection  of  the  ulnar  nerve 
which  I  could  relate.  'This,  of 
all  the  nerves  of  the  upper  extre- 
mity, seems  to  be  most  frequently 
disordered.  This  happens,  pro- 
bably, from  its  more  superficial 
and  exposed  situation.  The  pe- 
roneal nerve  in  the  lower  extre- 
njity  presents  an  analogous  case. 

Sciwrc  A  ffection,  of  the  Wrht  and 
H.'i  11(1^  from  a  dis;ht  Injurij^  sud- 
dtnhj  siq>j)rc^sed  hij  another  Dis- 
ease. 

A  young  lady,  in  good  health,  but 
ol"  weak  constitution,  aged  18, 
about  two  yeais  ago  began  to  ex- 
perience a  pain  in  tlie  hand.  In 
the  spring  of  1827,  she  had  a 
sll  "jht  fall  from  the  step  of  a  car- 
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rlage,  arid  hurt  her  lame  hand  in 
atternptins;  to  save  her  body.  Af- 
ter this  the  pains  increased,  and 
in  the  autu inn  of  1827  began  to 
assume  a  severe  and  alarnnng 
character.  The  pains  became 
incessant,  and  were  rendered 
spasmodic,  by  the  slightest  touch 
of  any  part  of  the  hand  or  fingers 
to  any  other  body  ;  or  we  might 
rather  call  them  electric.  When 
sitting  up,  she  was  obliged  to 
recline  the  arm  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  nothing  touched  the  hand, 
and  in  the  night  was  frequently 
kept  from  her  bed  ;  but  when, 
overcome  with  fatigue,  she  was 
obliged  to  lie  down,  it  was  with 
the  hand  out  of  bed,  hanging  over 
its  edge.  In  this  state,  she  was 
brought  to  me  for  advice.  Per- 
ceiving the  hand  considerably 
swelled,  I  wished  to  examine  it, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  condition 
of  the  bones  and  the  soft  parts. 
Finding  this  proceeding  indispen- 
sable, she  called  up  all  her  reso- 
lution to  enable  her  to  withstand 
the  pain  ;  but  when  I  made  a  mo- 
derate pressure  on  the  affected 
part,  the  agony  she  experienced 
was  nearly  insupportable.  I  found 
a  thickening  of  the  periosteum  of 
the  carpal  bones,  with  enlarge- 
ment of  the  end  of  the  radius,  ap- 
parently its  cartilaginous  extre- 
mity. I  advised  the  use  of  large 
doses  of  the  Carbonate  of  Iron, — 
two  drachms,  three  times  a  day, 
— and  the  external  application  of 
a  wash  of  extract  of  Belladonna. 
The  stomach  did  not  bear  the 
Iron  well,  but  it  appeared  to  give 
relief  at  one  time.  The  course 
of  events  after  this,  is  detailed 
in  the  following  letter  from  her 
physician.  Dr.  Bartlett,  of  Con- 
cord. 

Concord,  March  iGtli,  1S29. 
Dear  Sir, — My    patient,  from 


the  time  you  saw  her,  in  January, 

1828,  continued  in  many  respects 
the  same,  until  November.  The 
paroxysfns  of  excruciating  pain 
were  not,  on  the  whole,  so  fre- 
quent or  so  long-continued,  and 
she  could  bear  the  motion  of  rid- 
ing with  less  suffering  in  the  sum- 
mer than  in  the  previous  winter  ; 
but  the  hand  was  as  much  swol- 
len, and  the  fingers  as  painful  to 
the  touch,  as  when  you  saw  her  ; 
and  from  that  time,  and  for  months 
before,  the  arm  had  never  been 
kept  in  bed  for  an  hour.  Early 
in  November,  she  was  attacked 
with  lung  fever,  which  yielded  in 
eight  days  to  V.  S.,  emetics,  and 
the  Dover's  powder,  with  calo- 
mel. On  the  fourth  morning  of 
the  fever,  after  a  night  of  deliri- 
um and  restlessness,  I  found  her 
with  her  arm  lying  in  bed,  which 
surprised  me.  On  taking  off  the 
bandage,  the  su^elling  had  entirely 
subsided,  and  from  that  moment 
the  diseased  hand  and  arm  became 
as  well  as  the  other,  and  during 
convalescence  she  used  it  with 
the  same  freedom,  and  could  bear 
her  weight  upon  it  on  getting  out 
of  bed. 

I  was  unable  to  satisfy  myself 
at  the  time,  whether  the  subsi- 
dence of  the  disease  in  the  hand 
was  owino'  to  affection  of  the 
whole  system,  produced  by  the 
fever,  upon  the  principle  that  no 
two  diseases  can  act  with  violence 
in  the  system  at  the  same  time, — 
the  one  overpowering  or  absorb- 
ing the  other, — or  whether  it  was 
owinof  to  the  mercurial  action. 
To  whichever  cause  it  was  to  be 
attributed  was  of  little  moment 
to  me  at  the  time,  as  the  painful 
disease  was  overcome. 

The  pleasing  prospect  of  reco- 
very was  soon  overclouded  ;  for 
as  soon  as  the  general  health  was 
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reestablished,  and  the  mouth  well, 
the  hand  began  to  swell  and  to  be 
painful  ;  and  within  a  week  from 
the  time  she  left  her  chamber, 
the  pain  in  the  wrist  and  the  swell- 
ing and  inability  in  the  motion  of 
the  hand,  became  as  bad  as  ever, 
with  only  this  difference, — the 
nerves  supplying  the  fingers  had 
lost  in  a  great  measure  that  mor- 
bid sensibility,  and  the  hand  and 
fingers  could  be  bent  and  handled 
"without  pain,  which  never  before 
could  be  touched  without  produc- 
ing torture. 

She  continued  in  this  state  till 
the  second  week  in  March,  when 
I  determined  to  satisfy  myself 
whether  the  fever,  or  the  mercu- 
rial action,  had  been  the  means 
of  overcoming  the  disease  so  en- 
tirely in  November.  I  commenc- 
ed with  the  Submur.  Hydr.  in 
small  doses,  every  four  hours;  and 
on  the  fourth  night  the  mouth  be- 
came sore,  and  she  was  fully  un- 
der the  influence  of  mercury. 
The  same  effect  was  produced  ; 
the  pain  and  swelling  subsided  en- 
tirely during  the  fifth  day.  I 
have  no  doubt  she  could  have  used 
the  hand  as  well  as  before  ;  but 
supposing  her  constant  use  of  it, 
when  well  before,  had  contributed 
to  make  it  swell  sooner  than  it 
would  have  done,  I  immediately, 
on  its  subsiding,  applied  strips  of 
adhesive  plaster  around  each  of 
the  fingers,  the  wrist,  and  almost 
the  whole  arm,  and  placed  it  in  a 
splint  and  bandage.  I  kept  it 
confined  in  this  state  till  yester- 
day, and  on  taking  off  the  dress- 
ings, I  found  it  almost  as  free  from 
swelling  as  when  I  applied  them, 
although  it  is  seventeen  days  since 
her  mouth  has  recovered  from  the 
effect  0/ the  calomel.  What  will 
be  the  result  of  this  course,  I 
know  not  ;  but  I  have  my  fears. 


Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  give 
me  your  opinion  in  regard  to  her 
case  ?  The  interest  1  have  felt 
in  the  patient  must  be  my  excuse 
for  being  so  prolix  ;  I  hope  you 
will  excuse  it. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JosiAH  Bartlett. 

My  opinion  is,  that  the  sudden 
remission  of  pain  is  to  be  attribut- 
ed to  the  existence  of  inflamma- 
tion in  the  lungs  at  that  time  ;  of 
course,  that  there  is  much  reason 
to  apprehend  a  return  of  the  pain, 
although  it  may  be  temporarily 
diminished  by  mercurial  action. 

Pain  in  the  Nerves  of  the  Thumb^ 
cured  by  Incision. 

Winter  Street,  Feb.  2d,  1828. 
Dear  Sir, — The  following  is  a 
brief  account  of  the  case  of  the 
young  lady  on  whom  you  operated 
for  a  painful  affection  of  the  nerves 
of  the  thumb. 

In  the  winter  of  A.  D.  1824-5, 
after  sewing  on  some  hard  cloth, 
she  felt  a  tenderness  in  the  thumb, 
and  a  sensation  as  if  there  were 
a  splinter  or  the  point  of  a  needle 
near  the  bone.  The  thumb  was 
Wiapped  with  cotton  and  lauda- 
num, and  in  a  fevy  weeks  was  well 
again.  .The  same  difficulty  was 
repeatedly  produced  by  much 
sewing,  and  as  often  yielded  to 
the  above  treatment,  till  about 
the  1st  of  March,  1827,  when  it 
was  brought  on  in  a  similar  man- 
ner, and  did  not  appear  to  be  be- 
nefited by  any  application  which 
was  made  to  it.  On  every  at- 
tempt to  use  the  thumb,  the  in- 
stant it  came  in  contact  with  any 
body,  the  pain  she  sufifered  was 
very  distressing. 

You  divided  the  nerves  by  an 
incision  on  each  side,  about  half 
way  between  the  first  joint  and 
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the  end  of  the  nail.  Previous  to 
the  operation,  various  modes  of 
treatment  were  adopted  for  six 
months,  during  which  time,  there 
were  applied  for  several  days  or 
weeks  in  succession, — Laudanum, 
— Tinct.  Saponis  et  Opii, — Solut. 
Mur.  Amm., — Alcohol, — 01.  Te- 
rebinth.,— Cold  shower  bath, — 
Friction, —  Electricity, — Blister 
over  the  whole  thumb, — and,  last, 
by  your  advice,  leeches  and  tepid 
bath  alternated. 

After  the  operation  of  dividing 
the  nerves,  which  was  done,  I 
think,  in  the  early  part  of  Sep- 
tember, the  thumb  remained  very 
sore  or  tender  for  several  weeks, 
in  consequence  of  the  incisions, 
though  they  united  without  sup- 
puration. It  was  soon  found, 
however,  that  the  seat  of  the 
long-continued  difficulty  was  the 
least  sensitive  part  of  the  thumb. 
It  continued  to  improve,  and  is 
now  well.  There  is,  indeed,  a 
very  slight  numbness  and  weak- 
ness discovered  when  it  is  much 
used. 

Your  kindness  and  attention  in 
the  case  is  felt  and  acknovvle(li!;ed, 
not  only  by  the  patient  and  her 
friends,  but  by 

Y»)ur  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Flagg. 

In  this  case  the  nerve  was  di- 
vided on  both  sides,  because  it 
was  impossible  to  determine 
which  nerve  was  the  principal 
seat  of  the  disease.  A  simple 
division,  without  cutting  out  the 
nerve,  was  successful. 

Painful  Affection  of  the  Tliumhj 
caused  by  an  Accident. 

A  lady,  in  shutting  a  door  sudden- 
ly, sprained  her  thumb,  and  had 
a  very  acute  pain  at  the  moment. 
The  first  joint  swelled  for  a  few 
days,  and  then  the  swelling  sub- 


sided. But  a  pain  continued  to 
affect  it  with  great  severity,  at 
different  intervals  of  time,  and 
was  invariably  brought  on  by  at- 
tempts to  use  the  thumb,  espe- 
cially in  sewing.  Leeches  and 
blisters  were  used  without  relief. 
Finally,  she  was  relieved  by  go- 
ing to  the  hospital,  and  pouring  on 
hot  sea-water  at  110  deg.,  for 
about  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes  at 
a  time.  Hot  applications  always 
relieved,  and  cold  distressed  her. 


II. 

Atrocious  Murders  in  Edinburgh. 
We  now  present  to  our  readers  a 
full  and  authentic  account,  so  fnr  as 
is  known,  of  the  lale  murders  in  Ed- 
inburgh, and  the  trial  thereon.  These 
events  are  unparalU  led  in  the  course 
of  human  nff;tirs,  and  seem  to  us  to 
n)erit  the  attention  of  reflecting  per- 
sons, not  as  matters  to  be  wondered 
at  for  their  atrocity,  but  to  be  viewed 
in  connexion  witli  the  causes  that  led 
to  them,  and  the  means  that  might 
have  prevented  them.  Edinburgh, 
formerly  the  first  medical  school  in 
Europe,  is  now  sinking  into  disre- 
pute, for  the  want  of  means  for 
the  study  of  the  human  struc- 
ture. Severe  laws  and  bigoted 
prejudices  have  been  repelling  the 
science  of  medicine  from  that  city^ 
and  have  led  to  the  use  of  these  un- 
hallowed means  to  preserve  what 
little  there  is  remaining. 

The  trial  of  William  Burke  and 
Helen  M'-Dougal  for  the  commis- 
sion of  several  murders,  in  order 
to  spII  the  bodies,  commenced  in 
the  High  Court  of^  Justiciary,  Ed- 
inburgh, on  Wednesday  week. 
The  evidence  dirclosed  a  scene 
of  cold-blooded  depravity  happily 
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unparalleled  in  this  country  ;  and 
the  horrid  narrative  of  the.  ap- 
prover Hare,  heightened  as  it  is 
by  the  subsequent  admissions  of 
his  feilow  murderer,  presents  a 
series  ot  crime  so  revolting  to  our 
nature,  that  it  partakes  more  of 
the  nature  of  romance  than  reali- 
iy.  The  following  account  of 
these  extraordinary  trials,  taken 
from  the  Scotch  papers,  gives  a 
succinct  and  comprehensive  view 
of  the  whole  proceedings. 

On  the  mor  ning  of  the  trial,  all 
the  avenues  to  the  Court  were 
besieged  before  day-light.  At 
nine  o'clock  the  court-room  was 
completely  filled.  Lord  Macdo- 
nald  and  another  noble  lord  were 
seated  on  the  bench.  A  few  mi- 
nutes before  ten,  the  prisoners 
were  brought  to  the  bar.  Burke 
is  of  a  short  and  rather  stout  fig- 
ure, and  was  diessed  in  a  shabby 
blue  surtout.  There  was  nothing 
in  his  physiognomy,  except,  per- 
haps, a  dark  lovve|ing  of  the  brow, 
to  indicate  any  peculiar  harshness 
or  cruelty  of  disposition.  His 
features  outwardly  appeared  to 
be  tirm  and  determined  ;  yet  in 
his  haggard  and  wandering  eye 
there  was  at  times  a  deep  ex- 
pression of  trouble,  as  he  uncon- 
sciously surveyed  the  preparations 
which  were  sroinsj  forward.  The 
fenjale  prisoner  appeared  to  be 
more  disturbed  ;  every  now  and 
then  her  breast  heaved  with  a 
deep-drawn  sigh,  and  her  looks 
were  desponding.  She  was  dress- 
ed in  a  dark  gown,  checked  apron, 
cotton  shawl,  and  a  much-worn 
brown  silk  bonnet. 

The  Judges  present  were,  the 
Lord  Justice  Clerk,  Lord  Pitmil- 
ly,  Lord  Meadnwbank,  and  Lord 
jMackenzie.  The  counsel  for  the 
Crown  were,  the  Lord  Advocate, 
Robert  Dundas,  Esq.  ;  A.  Anson 


and  A.  Wood,  Esqrs.  ;  James  Tyt- 
ler,  Esq.,  Crown  Agent.  Under 
the  impression  that  the  excite- 
ment in  the  public  mind  against 
the  prisoners  might  interfere  with 
the  administration  of  strict  justice, 
a  splendid  array  of  counsel,  includ- 
ino-  the  brisjhtest  ornaments  of  the 
Scotch  bar,  volunteered  to  defend 
the  prisoners.  The  prisoners' 
counsel  v\ere — For  Burke,  the 
Dean  of  Faculty,  Patrick  Robert- 
son, David  Milne,  George  Patton, 
Esqrs.  For  iM^Douijal,  Henry 
Cockburn,  Duncan  M'Niel,  Hugh 
Bruce,  Maik  Napier,  Esqrs.  ; 
James  Beverige,  Esq.,  one  of 
the  agents  of  the  poor,  agent. 

The  counsel  for  the  prisoners 
objected  tp  the  whole  of  the  in- 
dictment being  read,  as  it  tended 
to  create  a  prejudice  against 
them.  Lord  Chief-Justice  Clerk 
overruled  the  objection,  and  the 
trial  proceeded. 

Tlie  indictment  charged  three 
several  murders,  in  the  first  and 
third  of  uhich  M'Dougal  was  al- 
leged to  be  implicated.  The  first 
stated,  ihiit,  on  one  or  other  of 
the  days  between  the  7ih  and  the 
IGth  days  of  April,  1828,  or  on 
one  or  other  of  the  days  of  that 
month,  or  of  March  immediately 
pi  eceding,  or  of  May  imnjediately 
following,  within  the  house  in 
Gibb's  Close,  Canongate,  Edin- 
burgh, then  and  now  or  lately  in 
the  occupation  of  Constant  ine 
Burke,  then  and  now  or  lately 
scavensrer  in  the  employment  of 
the  Edinburgh  Police  Establish- 
ment ;  you,  the  said  William 
Burke,  did  wickedly  and  feloni- 
ously place  or  lay  your  body  or 
person,  or  part  thereof,  over  or 
upon  the  breast  or  person  and  face 
of  Mary  Paterson  or  Mitchell, 
then  or  recently  before  that  time, 
or  formerly,  residing  with  Isabella 
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Burnett  or  Worthington,  then  and 
now  or  lately  residing  in  Leith- 
street,  in  or  near  Edinburgh,  when 
she,  the  said  Mary  Paterson  or 
Mitchell,  vvas  \y'w^  in  the  said 
house  in  a  state  of  intoxication, 
and  did,  by  the  pressure  thereof, 
and  by  covering  her  mouth  and 
nose  with  your  body  or  person, 
and  forcibly  compressing  her 
throat  with  your  hands,  and  forci- 
bly keeping  her  down,  notwith- 
standing her  resistance,  or  in  some 
other  way  to  the  prosecutor  un- 
known, preventing  her  from 
breathing,  suffocate  or  strangle 
her  ;  and  the  said  Mary  Paterson 
or  Mitchell  was  thus,  by  said 
means,  or  part  thereof,  or  by 
some  other  means  or  violence, 
the  particulars  of  which  are  to 
the  prosecutor  unknown,  wickedly 
bereaved  of  life,  and  murdered  by 
you,  the  said  William  Burke;  and 
this  you  did  with  the  wicked 
aforethought  intent  of  disposing 
of,  or  selling  the  body  of  the  said 
Mary  Paterson  or  Mitchell,  when 
so  murdered,  to  a  physician  or 
surgeon,  or  person  in  the  employ- 
ment of  a  physician  or  surgeon,  as 
a  subject  for  dissection,  or  with 
some  other  wicked  and  felonious 
intent  or  purpose,  to  the  prose- 
cutor unknown."  The  second 
charged  Burke  with  the  murder 
of  James  Wilson,  commonly  called 
Daft  Jamie,  a  porter  in  Edin- 
burgh, by  precisely  similar  means, 
between  the  5th  and  26th  days  of 
October,  1828,  at  a  house  in  West 
Port  or  Portsburgh,  Edinburgh, 
in  the  occupation  of  William 
Hare  ;  with  intent  to  dispose  of 
the  body,  &c.  A  third  count 
charged  the  prisoners  with  the 
murder  of  Madgy,  or  Margery, 
or  JVIary  M'Gonegal,  or  Duffie, 
or  Canjpbell,  or  Docherty,  then 
or  lately  residing  in  the  house  of 


Roderick  Stewart  or  Stuart,  then 
and  now  or  lately  laborer,  and 
then  and  now  or  lately  residing  in 
the  Pleasance,  in  or  near  Edin- 
burgh. This  crime  was  also 
charged  to  be  perpetrated  in  Oc- 
tober, by  the  same  means,  and 
with  intent  to  sell  the  body. 

Each  of  the  panels  submitted 
that  they  were  not  bound  to  plead 
to  a  libel  which  charged  them  in- 
dividually with  three  unconnected 
murders,  cou^r^  'tied  at  different 
times,  and  in'  Wo  of  which  only 
one  of  them  was  charged  with 
being  concerned.  They  also  as- 
serted their  innocence.  Mr.  P. 
Robertson,  for  the  defence,  urged 
these  objections  with  considerable 
force.  The  Lord  Advocate  con- 
sented to  put  off  the  trial  of  the 
woman  for  the  present,  if  her 
counsel  thought  it  would  be  bene- 
ficial to  her.  The  Court  express- 
ed their  opinion  that  the  indict- 
ment was  legal,  and  that  the  pub- 
lic prosecutor  should  select  out 
of  the  three  acts  of  murder,  the 
one  on  which  he  should  go  to  trial. 
The  Lord  Advocate — I  shall 
proceed  upon  the  last,  and  there- 
fore the  woman  must  be  detained, 
and  put  upon  her  trial  along  with 
the  man." 

The  prisoners  were  then  seve- 
rally arraigned  on  the  third  count, 
and  each  pleaded  Not  Guilty. 

Two  witnesses  detailed  the 
circumstances  of  the  arrival  at 
Edinburgh  of  the  old  woman, 
Margery  Campbell,  in  search  of 
her  son.  One  of  them  had  known 
her  at  Donegal,  in  Ireland.  On 
Friday,  the  31st  of  October,  she 
left  her  lodgings  to  return  to  Ire- 
land ;  and  the  witnesses  did  not 
hear  of  her  again  until  they  saw 
her  dead  body  at  the  police-office 
on  the  2d  of  November. 

W illiam  Noble,  shopman  to  Mr. 
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Rymer,  of  Portsburgh,  said,  that 
on  the  31st  of  October,  a  woman, 
similar  in  appearance  to  Margery 
Campbell,  and  who  said  her  name 
was  Dochertj,  came  to  the  shop 
asking  charity  ;  Burke  was  in  the 
shop,  and  hearing  her  name,  he 
said  she  was  some  relation  of  his 
mother's,  and  he  took  the  woman 
away  with  him,  saying  he  would 
give  her  breakfast  ;  on  the  next 
day  Burke  purchased  some  groce- 
ries and  an  old  tea-b      t  the  shop. 

Ann  Black  said  id.  Burke  and 
M'Dougal  resided  in  the  same 
house  as  herself ;  on  the  31st  of 
October  she  saw  Burke  enter  his 
house  with  a  woman  following  him; 
in  the  afternoon  she  went  into 
Burke's  apartments,  and  saw  the 
same  woman  sitting  by  the  fire 
supping  porridge  and  milk  ;  she 
had  scarcely  any  clothes  on,  and 
they  said  they  had  been  washing  ; 
M'Dougal  said  that  she  was  a  High- 
land woman,  a  friend  of  her  hus- 
band's ;  some  time  after  dark,  the 
woman  appeared  very  intoxicated  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hare  came  in  with 
a  bottle  of  spirits  before  supper, 
and  Hare  insisted  on  drinking;  they 
all  tasted,  and  were  merry  ;  and 
Hare,  Campbell,  and  M'Dougal 
danced  ;  between  ten  and  eleven 
o'clock.  Burke  came  home,  and  a 
disturbance  soon  afterwards  took 
place,  as  if  Burke  and  Hare  were 
fighting.  In  the  morning,  witness 
asked  M'Dougal  what  had  become 
of  the  old  woman  ;  and  she  replied 
that  Burke  and  her  had  been  too 
friendly  together,  and  she  had  kick- 
ed her  out  of  the  house,  adding,  at 
the  same  time,  "  Did  you  hear  it?" 

Another  witness  corroborated 
this  statement. 

Hugh  Alston,  who  lived  in  the 
same  house  with  Burke,  heard  a 
noise  on  the  night  of  the  31st  of 
October,  and  a  woman  called  out 


murder  !"  He  also  heard  a  noise 
of  two  men,  as  if  wrangling  and 
struggling,  and  the  woman  crying 

murder  !"  that  continued  for 
about  a  minute,  and  then  he  heard 
a  cry  as  if  a  person  had  been  stran- 
gled ;  he  heard  no  noise  of  strug- 
gling ;  he  was  often  alarmed  by 
cries,  and  was  afraid  of  fire,  but 
never  thought  of  murder  ;  he  re- 
turned a  second  time,  and  heard 
the  sound  of  the  men's  voices,  who 
were  speaking  in  a  lower  tone,  and 
the  woman  had  ceased  crying  ;  he 
then  went  into  his  own  residence. 

David  Paterson,  keeper  of  the 
museum  belonging  to  Dr.  Knox, 
went  home  on  the  31st  of  October,, 
about  twelve  o'clock,  and  found 
Burke  knocking  at  the  door.  He 
said  to  witness  that  he  wished  to 
see  him  at  his  house,  and  he  accord- 
ingly went  there  with  him.  He 
found  in  it  two  men,  including 
Burke  ;  Hare  and  his  wife  were 
present,  as  also  M'Dougal.  After 
he  went  in.  Burke  said  he  had  pro- 
cured something  for  the  doctor,  and 
pointed  to  the  head  of  a  bed,  where 
some  straw  was  lying.  The  obser- 
vation was  mnde  in  an  under  voice, 
but  not  in  a  whisper.  No  observa- 
tion was  made  by  any  of  the  other 
persons.  Nothing  was  shown  to 
witness  ;  but  he  understood,  when 
Burke  said  he  had  procured  some- 
thing for  the  doctor,  that  he  alluded 
to  a  dead  body.  He  used  the  ex- 
pression to-morrow."  There 
was  a  sufficiency  of  straw  in  the 
corner  to  have  concealed  a  dead 
body.  Witness  sent  his  sister  next 
morning  for  Burke.  Burke  came 
about  nine  o'clock,  and  witness  said 
if  he  had  any  thing  to  give  Dr. 
Knox,  to  take  it  to  him,  and  settle 
wj^^h  himself.  Saw  Burke  again^ 
in  one  of  Dr.  Knox's  rooms,  in  Sur- 
geon's-square,  along  with  Hare, 
Mr.  Jones,  Dr.  Knox's  assistant, 
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and  the  doctor.  Heard  either 
Burke  or  Hare  say  they  had  a  dead 
body  or  subject,  which  they  were 
to  bring  at  night,  and  witness  was 
instructed  by  Dr.  Knox  to  receive 
any  package  which  they  might 
bring.  Witness  and  Mr.  # Jones 
were  in  the  way  about  seven  o'clock, 
when  Burke,  Hare,  and  a  porter 
named  M'Culloch,  came  with  an 
old  tea-chest.  It  was  put  into  a 
cellar,  the  door  locked,  and  witness 
and  Mr.  Jones  went  to  Dr.  Knox's 
house  and  informed  him  the  men 
had  brought  w^hat  was  expected. 
Dr.  Knox  gave  witness  tive  pounds, 
which,  to  prevent  disputes,  he  was 
to  divide  ;  and  having  gone  to  a 
house  and  obtained  change,  he  laid 
the  money  on  a  table,  and  each  took 
his  share.  Five  pounds  was  not 
the  whole  price  ;  the  balance  was 
to  be  paid  on  Monday,  when  Dr. 
Knox  saw  what  had  been  brouglit. 
The  price  he  believed  generally 
was  to  be  eight  pounds,  but  no  bar- 
gain was  made.  On  the  Sunday 
morning,  Lieutenant  Paterson,  of 
the  police,  and  Sergeant-Major 
Fisher,  called  on  him,  and  he  gave 
the  package  to  them  which  had 
been  left  the  night  before.  He 
assisted  in  opening  the  box,  which 
was  found  to  contain  the  body  of  an 
elderly  female,  who  did  not  appear 
to  have  been  interred.  The  extre- 
mities were  doubled  up  on  the  chest 
and  thorax.  The  head  was  press- 
ed down  as  if  for  w^ant  of  room. 
Examined  the  body  externally, 
stretched  on  a  table.  The  face 
was  very  livid,  and  blood  flowing 
from  the  mouth.  In  his  opinion, 
the  appearance  of  the  countenance 
indicated  strangulation  or  suffoca- 
tion, by  being  overlaid.  He  found 
no  other  exti'mal  mai*!<s  upon  t.'ie 
body  that  would  be  supposed  to 
cause  death  ;  he  was  not  present  at 
the  (lissectioii  of  tlie  bodv  ;  the  eves 


were  not  started,  nor  did  the  tongue 
hang  out ;  the  head  was  a  good  deal 
pressed  down  for  the  want  of  room ; 
observed  no  mark  about  the  throat; 
the  lips  and  nose  were  dark  colored, 
and  a  little  stained  with  blood. 

By  the  Dean  of  Faculty. — His 
reason  for  saying  death  had  been 
caused  by  suffocation  was,  that  the 
blood  in  a  strangled  or  sutibcated 
person  rises  in  the  head,  and  gives 
the  face  a  livid  appearance  ;  he  had 
seen  the  man  Hare  before,  and 
knew  that  Dr.  Knox  had  dealings 
with  him  for  the  procuring  of  dead 
bodies  ;  he  also  had  had  dealings 
with  Burke;  they  seemed  to  act 
jointly  ;  had  seen  both  assume  the 
principal  part  :  they  frequently 
brought  subjects  which  he  supposed 
had  not  been  interred  ;  they  fre- 
quently brought  subjects  to  the 
lecture  rooms;  had  heard  of  a  class 
of  persons  who  provided  bodies 
which  never  had  been  interred;  had 
known  of  young  men  attending  poor 
patients  who  did  give  information 
of  that  fact  to  Dr.  Knox,  who 
handed  over  the  di«-ection  to  such 
persons  to  endeavor  to  make  a 
purchase  ;  in  one  instance  a  note 
was  given  to  himself,  and  he  handed 
it  to  these  men,  but  the  purchase 
was  not  then  made.  Both  the  men 
were  the  worse  for  liquor  when  he 
went  to  Burke's,  but  they  knew 
what  they  were  doing. 

John  Broggan  was  in  Burke's 
house  in  the  afternoon  of  Hallow- 
e'en; Burke  and  his  wife,  and  Hare 
and  his  wife,  were  there,  and  an 
old  woman,  a  stranger.  Went 
again  next  morning  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gray  were  there  then.  Heard 
MvDougalsay,  in  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion from  some  one,  that  she  had 
kicked  the  old  woman  out  of  the 
house.  Saw  Burke  flinging  whis- 
key about  the  house  in  the  foi-enoos'. 

Jam"s  Gray  and  his  wife 
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next  examined. — They  said  they 
were  acquainted  with  the  prisoners, 
and  had  lodged  about  five  nights  in 
their  house.  They  recollected  the 
old  woman  coming  there  on  the 
night  of  the  31st  of  October  ;  the 
old  woman  was  the  worse  tor  liquor; 
Mrs.  Hare  forced  the  liquor  on  her. 
On  the  following  morning,  M'Dou- 
gal  said  she  had  been  impudent, 
and  they  had  turned  her  out  of 
doors.  Observed  Burke  throwing 
spirits  about  the  house,  saying  he 
wanted  the  bottle  empty  to  get 
more.  They  suspected  that  all 
was  not  right.  Burke  and  M'Dou- 
gal  left  the  room  ;  they  examined 
the  straw,  and  found  the  body  un- 
der it ;  there  was  blood  on  the  face 
and  about  the  mouth.  They  imme- 
diately took  up  their  bundles,  and 
were  quitting  the  house,  when  they 
met  Mrs.  Burke,  to  whom  they 
mentioned  what  they  had  seen.  8he 
told  them  to  hold  their  tongue,  and 
she  would  give  them  two  or  three 
shillings,  and  it  might  be  worth  ten 
pounds  per  week.    Gray  replied, 

God  forbid  they  should  make  mo- 
ney by  dead  people,"  and  immedi- 
ately gave  information  to  the  police. 

John  M'Cullock  proved  having 
been  employed  by  Burke  to  convey 
the  body  to  Dr.  Knox's  house,  it 
was  taken  out  from  among  the 
straw,  tied  in  a  sheet,  and  put  into 
the  box.  They  had  great  difficulty 
in  getting  the  body  into  the  box. 
They  had  to  rack  it  to  get  it  forced 
down.  When  he  arrived  at  Sur- 
geons'-square  with  his  load,  he  was 
joined  by  Burke  and  M^Dougal, 
and  Hare  and  his  wife. 

The  police-officers  proved  hav- 
ing apprehended  the  prisoners,  and 
finding  the  dead  body  at  Dr.  Knox's 
house. 

William  Hare  was  next  examin- 
ed. He  was  cautioned  by  Lord 
Meadow  bank  to  speak  truth.  He 


said  he  imderstood  he  was  called 
only  as  a  witness  in  the  case  of  the 
woman  Campbell  (he  emphatically 
said  ''the  old  woman.")  Having 
been  sworn  in  the  common  form, 
he  said  he  was  a  native  of  Ireland, 
and  had  resided  in  this  country 
about  ten  years.  He  was  asked  if 
he  was  a  Catholic  ?  He'^answered 
he  was.  He  was  then  asked  if  he 
wished  to  be  sworn  in  any  other 
way  He  said  he  did  not  know  ; 
he  never  had  taken  an  oath  before, 
and  the  form  was  ail  one  he  sup- 
posed. 

(To  be  continued.) 


HI. 

Death  of  Dr.  Gorham. 

The  medical  profession  and  llie 
public  have  to  deplore  the  loss  of 
one  of  the  most  valuable  niembers 
of  society,  in  the  death  of  Dr. 
John  Gorham.  After  a  very 
sudden  and  violent  attack,  he  died 
of  a  pleurisy  on  the  27th  day  of 
March. 

Dr.  Gorham  graduated  at 
Cambridge  in  the  year  1801;  soon 
after  he  began  the  study  of/nedicine 
as  a  pupil  of  the  late  Dr.  War- 
ren, and  received  the  degiee  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  at  the  usual 
period.  He  then  went  to  Europe 
to  complete  his  education,  re- 
mained there  about  two  years, 
and,  on  his  return,  became  con- 
nected in  marriage  with  the 
daughter  of  his  former  instructer. 
Through  the  intervention  of  this 
gentleman,  he  obtained  the  friend- 
ship and  confidence  of  the  late 
excellent  Dr.  Dexter,  then  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  ;  and  was  by 
him  associated  in  the  diities  of 
that  office,  as  Adjunct  Professor 
of  Chemistry.  The  same  friend- 
ly hand  opf^ned  for  him  the  door 
to  an  extensive  and  respectable 
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practice  ;  in  obtaining  which,  he 
was  materially  aided  by  a  number 
of  private  courses  of  Chemistry 
to  the  citizens  of  Boston.  In  the 
year  1811,  his  colleague  having 
resigned  his  office,  Dr.  Gorham 
was  chosen  Professor  of  Chemist- 
ry and  Mineralogy  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Cambridge,  and  continued 
to  give  lectures  in  Boston  and 
Cambridge  till  1827,  when  the 
great  increase  of  his  business 
led  him  to  resign  this  post,  and 
devote  himself  wholly  to  private 
practice.  During  the  time  of 
his  professorship,  he  published 
a  valuable  System  of  Chemistry, 
in  two  octavo  volumes.  He  wrote 
many  papers  in  the  New-England 
Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
of  which  he  was  a  joint  Editor  for 
about  fifteen  years,  and  contribut- 
ed also  to  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal.  He  lent  his 
aid  to  the  improvement  of  medi- 
cal science,  by  serving  as  Record- 
ring  Secretary  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society,  and  held 
various  other  offices,  which  de- 
manded labor  and  ability.  He 
was  to  have  delivered  the  next 
.  annual  discourse  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society.  His  prac- 
tice regularly  increased  till  it 
became  so  great  as  to  require 
efforts  and  exposures  which  pre- 
disposed him  to  disease,  and  threw 
him  in  the  way  of  its  exciting 
causes. 

On  Sunday,  March  22,  when  in 
his  usual  state  of  health,  which 
was  firm  and  robust,  independent 
.of  the  circumstances  just  alluded 
to,  he  attended  to  his  business  in 
an  open  sleigh,  in  a  stormy  and 
snowy  atmosphere.  On  that  night, 
he  was  seized  with  a  violent  chill, 
followed  by  pain  in  the  head  and 
back,  with  some  degree  of  fever. 
By  the  aid  of  powerful  remedies 


employed  immediately,  he  got 
some  relief  in  the  course  of  the 
day  ;  but  on  the  following  morning 
was  sensible  of  a  pain  in  the  left 
side,  with  some  check  in  respira- 
tion. This  pain  was  lessened  by 
a  large  bleeding,  by  blistering  and 
purgatives  ;  but  in  the  evening  of 
that  day,  like  a  shock  of  electri- 
city, the  pain  in  the  side  came  on 
with  indescribable  violence  and 
suffering.  Bloodletting  to  faint- 
ness  and  other  remedies  gave  but 
partial  relief,  and  he  was  com- 
[)elled  to  resort  to  large  doses  of 
Tincture  of  Opium,  to  alleviate  a 
distress  he  could  no  longer  sup- 
port. On  the  day  following  he 
was  more  easy,  though  a  bad  pulse 
and  respiration  led  to  the  opinion 
that  his  danger  was  great  and  ur- 
gent. On  the  fourth  day  the  res- 
piration became  easy,  but  not 
free  ;  he  had  scarcely  any  cough  ; 
was  able  to  converse,  and  express- 
ed a  strong  conviction  that  he 
should  recover  ;  but,  on  the  night 
of  that  day,  he  suddenly  fell  into 
a  state  of  insensibility,  and  expired 
on  the  next  day,  after  remaining 
for  twelve  hours  in  this  condition. 

On  examination  of  the  body  on 
the  day  following,  it  was  found 
that  the  pleura  of  the  left  side 
was  extensively  inflamed  and  co- 
vered with  lymph,  which  glued  it 
to  the  lung.  The  lower  lobe  of 
the  left  lung  was  so  entirely  so- 
lidified as  to  be  wholly  impervious 
to  air,  and  the  upper  lobe  in  the 
same  state,  though  not  so  wholly 
filled  up  with'  blood.  Thus,  the 
seat  of  the  disease  corresponded 
with  that  of  the  pain.  The  ab- 
sence of  cough  is  remarkable,  and 
must  be  attributed  to  want  of  in- 
flammation in  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, or  to  a  suffocation  of  the 
sensibility  of  the  lung  from  pres- 
sure of  blood. 
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Dr.  Gorham  had  arrived  at  the 
period  of  life  when  a  good  physi- 
cian is  most  valuable  to  the  com- 
munity ;  at  the  period,  when  to 
learning  is  added  personal  expe- 
rience, when  the  judgment  is  ma- 
ture, and  when  the  confidence, 
not  of  a  few  individuals  only,  but 
of  the  public  at  large,  is  secured 
and  settled.  He  was  a  good  phy- 
sician indeed,  and  the  community 
realized  his  worth.  He  was  in 
the  midst  of  a  full  business,  and 
ardent  in  the  prosecution  of  it. 
He  obtained  not  only  the  confi- 
dence, but  the  love  of  his  patients, 
and  enjoyed  at  the  same  time  the 
respect  and  sincere  good  will  of 
his  professional  brethren. 

Justice  may  call  on  us  to  say  so 
much,  and  would  permit  the  use 
of  stronger  terms.  For  the  bene- 
fit of  survivors,  it  may  be  proper 
to  inquire  how  he  obtained  so 
much  respect,  confidence,  and 
good  will.  It  was  by  diligence 
and  fidelity  in  seeking  for  know- 
ledge and  in  using  it  ;  by  rectitude 
in  principle  and  urbanity  of  man- 
ners. But  he  had  a  charm,  which 
these  words  do  not  describe,  and 
which  was  felt  by  all  who  knew 
him.  This  charm  arose  from  the 
simplicity,  if  it  may  be  so  termed, 
which  marked  his  character. 
Frank  and  open-hearted,  free 
from  gelfish  propensities,  he  sought 
to  make  others  happy,  without 
thinking  of  the  merit  of  it  ;  and 
he  succeeded  ;  for  his  face,  truly 
beaniing  with  benevolence,  cast 
a  bright  light  on  those  around  him, 
while  his  kind  feelings  begat  a 
sympathetic  good  will  among  his 
friends  and  companions. 

The  public  mourn,  and  they 
may  well  mourn  his  loss.  May 
they  derive  the  proper  benefit 
from  a  contem[)lation  of  his  cha- 
racter. 


IV. 

REPORTS  OF  CASES  IN  PRIVATE 
PRACTICE. 

The  case  which  follows  is  worthy  of 
attention,  because  of  common  occur- 
rence ;  and  because  the  morbid  ap- 
pearances are  not  so  remarkable  as 
might  be  expected  in  a  fatal  case. 
We  could  support  this  case  with  two 
similar,  with  dissections. — Ed. 

February  5,  1829.  Os- 
borne, a  little  girl  two  years  old,  has 
had  a  severe  cough  for  a  fortnight, 
without  medical  treatment.    She  is 
now  considerably  reduced  ;  coughs 
often  and  expectorates  with  difficulty; 
respiration   laborious,    but   not  re- 
markably  quick.     The    chest  re- 
sounds well  on  percussion,  except 
that  just  below  the  right  clavicle  the 
sound    is  a  little   flattened.  The 
breathing  as  observed  by  the  ste- 
thoscope is  also  more  tracheal  at 
this  part.    The  bowels  are  disorder- 
ed, the  discharges  being  made  up 
chiefly  of  a  greenish  mucus  ;  and  this 
stale  of  them  continued  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree  through  the  disease. 
The  treatment  was  begun  with  an 
emetic,  of  ipecac,  and  calomel,  and 
a  blister  upon«the  chest  on  the  upper 
right  side;  and  followed  up  with  oc- 
casional   cathartics    gf  calomel  iii 
small  doses  and  castor  oil,  and  ex- 
pectorants of  squills,  antimony,  &c, 
and  a  mucilaginous  diet.    Under  this 
treatment  two  or  three  weeks  she 
nearly  recovered,  but  as  often  re- 
lapsed.    The  parents  were  misera- 
bly poor.     The  room  was  cold,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  mother  being 
obliged  to  pursue  her  business  as  a 
washerwoman,  damp.     Every  thing 
about  it  appeared  comfortless  and 
thriftless,  and  there  was  a  remarka- 
ble want  of  skill  in  preparing  a  pro- 
per diet.     The  disease  of  the  lungs 
iiowever  did  not  appear  to  return,  in 
the  relapses,  so  much  as  the  disorder 
of  the   bowels  ;    for  although  the 
cough  continued,  the  respiration  be- 
came in  every  respect  natural,  ex- 
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cept  tlmt  tlie  mucous  rattle  was  ob-^ 
sorvable  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
cliest.  Ou  the  l6th  of  February,  the 
child  WHS  in  every  res})ect  convales- 
cent. Tli«  lollowinjj;  day  I  was  pre- 
vented by  illness  from  visiting  it  ; 
and  on  th(^  18th  I  found  it  dead. 

Emminntion^  twenty -four  hours 
after  death. — The  child  was  much 
emaciated.  The  chest  resounded 
fully  in  every  part.  The  surface  of 
the  riffht  Inng^  was  of  a  whitish  color, 
but  without  any  adhesions,  and  this 
lung  was  more  filled  with  blood  than 
the  left.  The  left  lunor  adhered  very 
slightly  at  its  lower  edge  to  the  pleu- 
ra of  the  ribs.  Both  lungs  crepitated 
well,  and  exhibited  no  other  marks 
of  disease  that  I  could  discover. 
The  liver  was  large  and  healthy. 
The  stomach  and  intestines  were 
filled  with  flatus;  and  the  latter  con- 
tai[ied  some  slight  portions  of  green- 
ish mucus,  but  showed  no  signs  of 
inflammation.  The  mesenteric  glands 
were  enlarged  and  red. 

Remarks. — Whatever  interest  this 
case  may  possess,  arises  not  from  its 
being  either  uncommon  or  remarka- 
ble ;  but  from  the  opposite  fact,  that 
it  is  in  this  cliniate,  and  at  this  sea- 
son of  the  year,  extremely  common  ; 
so  common,  that  we  ar'fe  perhaps  lia- 
ble to  prescribe  for  it,  almost  from 
habit,  without  bestowing  much 
thought  upon  its  path(>logical  charac- 
ter. The  affection  of  the  throat  and 
ch^^st,  which  in  coujmon  bmguage  is 
c;illed  a  cold^  and  in  its  severe  forms 
lung  fever,  is  of  such  every  day  oc- 
currence, that  it  is  often  considered  a 
mere  family  concern,  to  which  the 
attention  of  a  physician  is  not  called 
until  the  disease  has  made  nmch 
more  progress  than  would  be  allowed 
before  he  were  called  if  the  disease 
were  less  common.  In  children, 
either  because  the  niatter  ex()ecto- 
rated  from  tin;  trachea  is  swallowed 
into  llie  stofnacb,  or  because  in  them 
the  system  is  more  linhle  to  be  af- 
lected  by  sympathetic  actions,  or 
perhaps  partly  from  both  caus(?s,  the 
stomach  and  bowel's  very  early  be- 
come disordered  ;  and  it  is  this  com- 


plication of  the  disease,  which  in  a 
great  nirijoritv  of  cases  constitutes 
the  chief  difficulty  in  manaijing  it. 
There  are,  it  is  irwe,  sonie  cases,  in 
which  the  inflammation  is  so  violent 
as  of  itse'f  to  destroy  life,  as  with 
adults.  But  such  cases  are,  I  be- 
lieve, very  rare.  Indeed  the  disease 
is  not  often  fatal  in  any  form,  espe- 
cially considering  its  great  frequen- 
cy. When  it  is  so,  it  is  generally 
from  the  exhaustion  produced^  by 
the  complication  of  suffering,  rather 
than  from  any  peculiar  violence  of 
disease.  In  the  case  related  above, 
it  is,  I  think,  obvious,  that  the  child 
might  have  recovered,  with  but  a 
moderate  share  of  the  judicious  at- 
tentions which  a  state  of  sickness 
requires.  When  I  opened  the  chest, 
I  was  for  the  instant  surprised  to  see 
n()  more  marks  of  disease.  But  a 
moment's  reflection  convinced  me 
that  I  ought  not  to  hjive  expected  to 
find  any  organic  change  so  great  as 
to  have  become  of  itself  the  cause  of 
death.  H. 


NEW  BRITISH  PUBLICATIONS. 

On  Aneurism  and  its  Cure,  by  a 
new  Operation.  Dedicated,  by  per- 
mission, to  the  king.  By  James 
Warrlrop,  Surgeon  to  his  Majesty. 
London,  Printed  for  Longman  and 
Co.  Paternoster  Row. 

Just  published  in  8vo.  price  7s.  6d. 
A  Treatise  on  the  Nature  nnd  Cure  of 
Intestinal  Worms  of  the  Humnn  Bo- 
dy, arranged  according  to  the  classi- 
fication of  Rudolphi  and  Brewset, 
and  containing  the  most  approved 
methods  of  treatment  as  practised  in 
this  country  and  on  the  continent  : 
By  Williau)  Rhind,  Sur<reon,  JVlem- 
ber  of  the  Roval  Medical  Society  of 
Edinburgh.  Printed  for  S.  Highly, 
3  74  Fleet  St.  L(M)don,  and  Oliver 
and  Boyd,  Edinburgh.  Also,  a  Sle- 
thoscopic  Chart,  in  which  may  be 
seen  at  one  view,  the  ap|)licalion  of 
AuscultfUion  and  Percussion  to  the 
Diagnosis  of  Thoracic  Diseases, 
com()rising  their  chief  Paih(»gno- 
aiic  Symptonjs,  and  the  uso  of  the 
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Stethoscope  in  other  Diseases,  ar- 
ranged by  S.  E.  Haskins,  Meniber 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

In  one  volume,  8vo.,  price  12s. 
boards,  Patholouical  and  Practical 
Researches  on  Diseases  of  the  Sto- 
mach, the  Intestinal  Canal,  the  Li- 
ver, and  other  Viscera?  of  the  Abdo- 
men. By  John  Abercrombie,  M.D. 
Edinburgh  :  James  Duncan,  37  Pa- 
ternoster Row,  and  J.  &  J.  Under- 
wood, 32  Fleet  St.  London.  Of 
whom  may  be  had,  by  the  same  au- 
thor, Pathological  and  Practical  Re- 
searches on  Diseases  of  the  Brain 
find  Spinal  Cord.  In  one  vol.  8vo. 
Price  12s. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Symp- 
toms, Causes,  Discrimination,  and 
Treatment  of  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant Complaints  that  affVct  the 
Secretion  and  Excretion  of  the  Urine. 
Illustrated  by  numerous  Cases  and 
Engravings.  By  John  Llowship, 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  in  London. 

Books  received  for  review  : — A 
Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale  for 
the  Home  Department  on  the  Re- 
port of  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Anatomy, 
&c.  By  G.  Guthrie,  F.R.S.— Com- 
nients  on  Corpulency,  Lineaments 
of  Leanness,  &c.  By  W.  Wadd, 
Esq.,  F.L.S.  — A  Synopsis  of  Modern 
Medical  Jurisprudence.  By  J,  S. 
Forsyth,  Surgeon. 

On  the  1st  of  January  was  publish- 
ed by  S.  Highly,  174  Fleet  St.,  in 
161)  columns  of  cjosely  printed  letter 
press,  price  Is.  (for  the  Medico- 
('hirurgical  Review,)  The  Age  of 
l^ibel ;  containinaf  a  full  account  of 
the  trial,  Cooper  versus  Wakley  : 
;ind  a  critical  examination  of  the 
Evidence,  the  Arguments,  the  Ver- 
dict, and  the  moral  consequences  of 
the  Trial. 

BelTs  Surgery,  new  Edition  in  4 
large  vols.  8vo.  ejnb{i!!isl)c(l  with  20 
cop|-,erplates  and  60  woodcuts,  price 
2£.  3s.  in  boards. 

The  principles  of  Surgery  as  they 
relate  to  Wt  unds.  Ulcers,  Fistidae, 
Aneurisms,  Wounded  Arteries,  Frac- 


tures of  the  Limbs,  Tumors,  the  op- 
eration of  Trepan  and  Lithotomy, 
also,  of  the  Duties  of  the  Military 
and  Hospital  Surgeons,  by  John  Bell. 


NEW  AMKRICAN  WORK. 

First  Lines  of  Surgery,  by  Saniuel 
Cooke  ;  with  Notes  by  Alexander 
H.  Stevens,  M.D.,  and  additional 
Notes  bv  a  Physician  of  Philadelphia, 
Published  by  T.  Drilver  and  H. 
Cowperth wait.  Philadelphia.  This 
is  the  best  edition  of  this  very  useful 
and  popular  work,  and  will  be  found 
very  convenient  to  practitioners  iti 
the  country. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
The  Comnuinications  of  Drs.  Thomp- 
son and  Perkins  have  been  received 
and  shall  appear. 


NOTICE. 

The  unpaid  bills  for  the  last  year 
accompany  the  present  number  of 
the  Medical  Journal.  Such  of  our 
friends  as  pay  Six  D(»llars  and  Fifty 
Cents,  previous  to  May  10th,  will 
be  considered  as  paying  in  full  for 
the  last  as  well  as  ttie  present  year. 
In  future  the  terms  will  be  strictly 
adhered  to. 


WKl-JliLY  JtlEFOllT  OF    DEATHS  iN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending^  March  20,  ai  noon. 


March  IS.  (^harles  Levin,  .S5  yrs. 

14.  William  Ciin)min<j[S,  66 
Ellen  Keams,  32 
Ann  Hicks,  52 
Catharine'  F.  Smith,  10  w. 

15.  Ellen  Alcer,  50  yr». 
Lucy  A.  Montjromery,  2 
Richard  Emerson,  8 

16.  Bridget  Doyle,  3 

17.  Ann  Hayden,  21 
Jeptha  (Jowdin,jr.  3  mo. 
INIary  Elizabet  fi  Campbell,  3 
Michael  McHugh,  jr.   '  4 
William  Johnson,  31  yrs. 
Elizabeth  Cordis,  77 

19.  Mary  T.  Smith,  8  mo. 
Daniel  Haskins,  4  yrs. 

20.  Mary  Eraconcer,  8  mo. 
Consumption,  1 — convulsions,  1 — dropsy  on 

the  brain,  2 — drowned,  1 — infantile,  1 — insane, 


1  —  lung  fever,  5 — lethargy,  1 — old  age,  1 — 
putrid  fever,  1 — scroiula,  1 — unknown,  2. 
Mules,  7— lemaics,  11.  istillborn,  2.  Total,  20. 
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DENTAL  SURGERY. 

THIS  day  received  by  Benjamin  Per- 
kins &  Co.,  No.  135,  Washington 
Street,,— A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GERY.   In  three  parts. 

L  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  vi^ith  Dental 
Surgery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Dentist.  Denlicum  curam  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
dcntibus  laxantur  et  chylaceos  officinse  ; 
hinc  mille  malorum  occasiones. — Baglivi 
XIII.  ,  March  17. 

ep6w 

NEW  MEDICAL  WORK. 

JUST  published  and  for  sale  by  Ben- 
jamin P.erkins  &Co.— TH E  FRENCH 
PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE;  being  a 
translation  of  L.  F.  Begin's  treatise  on 
Therapeutics  ;  with  occasional  notes  and 
observations,  illustrative  of  the  treatment 
of  diseases  in  the  climate  of  North  Ame- 
rica.   By  Xavier  Tessier. 

ep3w  March.  17. 

CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 

THE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
lance for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  White's, 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  4oy  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 
mined, or  the  other  proper  nieasures'to  be 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express 
ly  disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
etiected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.    This  machine  has  received 


the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston^  Feb.  6,  1829. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

RICHARD  A.  NEWELL,  Druggist, 
91,  Summer  Street,  has  on  hand  a 
small  lot  of  EUROPEAN  LEECHES,  in 
excellent  order,  and  of  very  large  size, 
which  he  will  sell  at  a  fair  price. 

N.  B.  Leeches  applied  as  usual,  or 
sent  to  any  part  of  the  city,  4t. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  k  JOHN  IIENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  Wh?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  tind  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 
Druggist  and  ^polhecary^ 

HAS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  188,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  k  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, &;c.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The  old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage, 

MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHOSCOPE, 

JUST  published  by  Benjamin  Perkins, 
Sz  Co.;— MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE 
OF  THE  S  1 ETHOSCOPE,  being  a  short 
Treatise  on  investigating  Diseases  of  the 
Chest.  From  the  French  of  M.  Collin, 
with  an  Introduction  and  Plates.  By  a 
Fellow  of  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 

The  Stethoscope  may  also  be  obtained 
sLs  above  in  the  most  approved  form. 
ep3w  Jan.  20. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  cotarnunications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  aSnum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

Cases  of  J^euralgia^  or  painful 
Jiffections  of  JS*erves. 

By  John  C.  Warren,  M.D. 

NEURALGIA  OP  THE    LOWER  EXTREMI- 
TIES. 

Painful  Affection   of  the  Sciatic 
Nerve  from  Cold  and  Moisture. 

Capt.  E.,  aged  40,  being  exposed 
to  the  wet  during  a  long  continu- 
ance of  bad  weather  at  sea,  be- 
came affected  with  a  severe  pain 
in  the  back,  and  in  the  upper  and 
back  part  of  the  thigh.  These 
pains  occurred  in  paroxysms,  were 
of  a  darting  character,  and  ex- 
tended down  the  limb  to  the  outer 
ankkj  where  the  pain  was  pecu- 
liarly severe,  and  often  accompa- 
nied with  swelling.  He  had  suf- 
fered greatly  from  it  about  six 
months,  when  I  saw  him  first. 

Having  blistered  him  without 
advantage,  I  put  him  on  a  mercu- 
rial course,  and  kept  him  under 
the  mercurial  influence  six  weeks 
without  any  good  effect.  Then 
he  took  Hemlock,  to  the  amount 
of  twenty  grains  a  day,  for  some 
weeks,  and  afterwards  the  Car- 
bonate of  Iron,  freely.  During 
all  these  remedies,  external  ap- 
plications were  constantly  pre- 
served, especially  a  very  libe- 
ral use  of  leeches.  He  was, 
8 


however,  not  relieved  by  them, 
was  wholly  confined  to  the  house, 
and  could  not  walk  the  room  with- 
out producing  a  paroxysm, — some.- 
times  in  the  hip,  sometimes 
in  the  knee  and  in  the  out- 
side of  the  foot,  where  the  pains 
w^ere  peculiarly  severe. 

He  had  been  about  four  months 
under  my  care,  when  the  follow- 
ing course  was  adopted  : — 

1.  Caustic  potass  was  applied, 
so  as  to  make  a  deep  issue,  three 
inches  long,  and  an  inch  and  a  half 
wide,  over  the  peroneal  nerve,  pst 
in  front  of  where  it  turns  round 
the  neck  of  the  fibula  to  pass 
downwards  ;  in  the  situation  re- 
commended by  Cotunnio.  At  the 
same  time,  a  permanent  blister 
was  established  on  the  outside  of 
the  foot  and  outer  ankle. 

2.  He  took  a  pill  of  three  grains 
of  extract  of  Stramonium,  three 
times  a  day,  and  a  pill  of  three 
grains  of  extract  of  Belladonna, 
with  two  of  Opium,  at  night. 
This  course,  with  a  proper  regi- 
men and  a  due  use  of  purgatives, 
was  continued  eight  weeks,  with 
slight  intermissions  whenever  the 
head  and  stomach  were  disturbed. 
At  the  end  of  this  time,  the  pain 
left  him  ;  he  slowly  recovered  his 
strength,  resumed  his  business, 
and  he  had  been  well  for  five 
years  when  I  last  saw  him. 
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J^ain  in  the  Sciatic  Nerve,  cured  hy 
Nature. 

A  gentleman,  having  occasion  to 
chan{?e  his  ordinary  dress  for  a 
thinner,  was  obliged  to  walk  some 
distance  at  the  time,  when  a  sud- 
den change  of  weather  occurred, 
and  he  was  exposed  to  the  chill 
of  a  brisk  north-east  wind.  In  the 
night,  he  was  attacked  with  vio- 
lent darting  pains  in  the  left  thigh, 
extending  to  the  knee.  These 
pains  occurring  at  intervals,  at 
length  reached  the  outside  of  the 
foot  ;  and  after  this  they  usually 
began  in  the  thigh,  and  passed 
through  the  knee,  to  the  outer 
ankle.  For  the  space  of  a  year 
he  was  dreadfully  tormented, — a 
part  of  the  time  confined  to  the 
house,  and  generally  incapacitated 
from  walking.  I  recommended  (o 
him  the  application  of  a  cautery 
over  the  sciatic  nerve,  and  ano- 
ther over  the  peroneal  nerve. 
He  assented  ;  but  delaying  the 
operation  a  short  time  for  conve- 
nience, the  pain  disappeared,  and 
has  never  returned. 

He  had  employed  various  fric- 
tions, fomentations,  and  tight  ban- 
dage, when  I  saw  him.  The  ban- 
dages aggravated  the  pain  at  the 
time,  and  rendered  it  more  fre- 
quent. The  credit  of  this  cure 
must  be  wholly  attributed  to  na- 
ture. 

Obstinate  Affection  of  the  Sciatic 
Nerve,  relieved  by  hot  Fomentation 
of  Narcotic  Plants. 

To  a  young  lady,  affected  with 
pain  in  the  course  of  the  right 
sciatic  nerve,  without  any  obvious 
cause,  I  gave  the  Sulphate  of 
Iron,  in  doses  of  three  grains, 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  for 
twelve  weeks.  This,  with  rest, 
purgatives,  and  a  restricted  regi- 


men, relieved  her.  The  occur- 
rence of  domestic  misfortunes 
compelling  her  to  extraordinary 
efforts,  a  relapse  was  produced. 
For  six  months  she  was  affected, 
especially  in  the  night,  with  dis- 
tressing pain  through  the  whole 
length  of  the  limb,  principally  on 
the  outside,  and  especially  near 
the  outer  ankle.  The  disease 
resisted  all  the  narcotics  exter- 
nally applied, — and  internally,  a 
long  course  of  Arsenic  ;  the  Sul- 
phate of  Quinine  ;  Cinchona  in 
powder  ;  and  great  quantities  of 
Carbonate  of  Iron.  Blisters  af- 
fected her  severely,  but  were 
continued  through  the  whole 
course,  with  mitigation  of  the 
neuralgia,  though  at  times  she 
begged  she  might  be  permitted  to 
die  without  further  torment  from 
them.  At  last,  when  I  was  at  a 
loss  to  devise  new  medicines  suit- 
ed to  her  case,  I  proposed  a  hot 
fomentation  of  stramonium  leaves, 
with  a  portion  of  Tincture  of  Opi- 
um. This  hot  application  gave 
distinct  relief.  She  continued  it 
for  six  weeks,  taking  at  the  same 
time  an  infusion  of  Gentian,  and 
was  then  so  much  relieved  that  I 
advised  her  to  omit  all  remedies 
and  go  into  the  country.  With 
much  apprehension,  on  account  of 
her  disabled  state,  she  followed 
this  advice,  and  after  remaining 
in  the  country  a  month,  came 
home  quite  well.  Whether  she 
continue  so  is  very  uncertain  ;  for 
a  chill  from  the  air,  or  sitting  on 
a  cold  seat,  causes  uneasiness  in 
the  sciatic  nerve. 

In  this,  and  some  other  cases, 
the  powder  and  watery  solution 
of  opium,  applied  to  open  blisters, 
disappointed  my  expectations  en- 
tirely. I  do  not  recollect  any 
case  where  this  form  of  applica- 
tion was  successful. 
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Painful  Affection  of  the  Crural 
Nerve  from  an  Abscess. 

About  ten  years  ago,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  fever,  a  married  lady, 
of  full  habit,  had  a  swelling  of  the 
inguinal  glands,  terminating  in  ab- 
scess, which  discharged  very  great 
quantities  of  matter.  From  this 
disease  she  recovered,  after  three 
years'  confinement,  and  enjoyed 
good  health  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  consequence  of  domestic  cala- 
mities, her  health  became  impair- 
ed, and  she  was  again  confined  for 
a  long  time.  On  her  recovery 
she  became  fleshy,  and  soon  after 
was  attacked  with  a  pain  in  the 
groin,  the  former  seat  of  disease. 
It  occurred  first  at  the  catamenial 
period,  and  lasted  through  that 
period  only:  but  gradually  became 
so  constant  as  to  incapacitate  her 
for  all  the  enjoyments  and  duties 
of  life.  The  pain  was  in  the 
groin,  exactly  on  the  crural  nerve, 
and  shot  down  the  thigh  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  branches  of  this 
nerve.  There  was  often  swelling 
of  the  groin,  and  sometimes  of  the 
foot  ;  though  the  limb,  on  the 
whole,  was  emaciated  and  flaccid. 
Leeches,  bathings,  blisters,  etc., 
aff"orded  some  relief,  but  nothing 
permanent.  Nor  were  bleeding, 
the  warm  bath,  change  of  air, 
preparations  of  il'on,  and  other 
remedies,  more  eff'ectual.  At 
length  she  obtained  great  relief 
by  long  perseverance  in  a  most 
abstemious  diet. 

Fatal  Neuralgia  of  the  Peroneal 
Nerve. 

A  lady,  of  delicate  constitution, 
received  an  injury  of  the  ankle, 
which  terminated  in  a  painful  af- 
fection of  the  peroneal  nerve. 
The  pain  extended  through  the 
whole  limb,  but  was  most  severe 
from  the  knee  to  the  outside 


of  the  foot,  and  especially  so  in 
the  latter  situation.  The  pain 
was  in  paroxysms,  and  of  a  dart- 
ing kind.  It  occurred  frequently 
during  the  day.  The  patient  gra- 
dually lost  her  appetite,  flesh,  and 
strength.  The  foot  became  drawn 
up  by  permanent  muscular  con- 
traction ;  the  knee  also  was  con- 
tracted. In  this  state  of  things  I 
was  consulted,  and  finding  that  all 
remedies  had  failed, — that  even 
very  large  doses  of  opium  had  but 
little  effect,  I  recommended  the 
excision  of  the  peroneal  nerve  at 
the  knee,  and  in  case  this  opera- 
tion failed,  amputation  ;  at  the 
same  time  expressing  my  appre- 
hensions that  the  habit  of  pain  was 
so  confirmed  as  to  be  incurable. 
A  portion  of  the  peroneal  nerve 
was  removed,  without  any  per- 
manent alleviation,  and  the  patient 
soon  after  fell  a  victim  to  sufi'er- 
ings  of  three  years'  duration. 

Painful  Affection  and  Convulsions 
from  the  Wound  of  a  Needle. 

In  the  year  1819,  a  young  lady, 
patient  of  Dr.  Gorham,  was 
wounded  by  a  needle  in  the  sole 
of  the  foot,  near  its  outer  edge. 
She  was  of  an  irritable  or  nervous 
constitution;  health  not  very  good. 
She  had  a  sharp  pain  at  the  mo- 
ment; this  disappearing,  she  walk- 
ed about  as  usual.  In  a  week 
after,  she  began  to  experience  a 
pain  in  the  part,  shooting  to  the 
toes.  This  recurred  daily,  with 
increasing  violence,  till  the  limb 
above  became  afl'ected  with  these 
shooting  pains.  Dr.  Gorham  made 
various  applications  to  the  part, 
and  cut  it  open  ;  still  the  parox- 
ysms increased,  and  at  length  pro- 
duced an  occasional  spasm  of  the 
muscles.  He  now  requested  my 
advice.  I  found  the  young  lady 
in  a  feeble,  emaciated  state  ;  ex- 
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tremely  excitable,  and  apparently 
very  unhappy.*  I  advised  Dr.  G. 
to  cut  across  the  flesh,  which  had 
been  the  seat  of  the  wound  ;  allow 
it  to  bleed  freely,  and  to  produce 
a  suppuration  by  preventing  the 
uniting  process.  This  was  clone  ; 
but  no  permanent  relief  having 
resulted,  I  then  advised  him  to 
use  a  cautery,  and  produce  an 
eschar  of  all  the  wounded  part. 
Neither  this,  nor  any  other  reme- 
dy, gave  relief.  The  pains  con- 
tinued ;  the  spasms  increased  till 
they  resulted  in  convulsions, — as 
in  the  case  related  by  Dr.  Pier- 
son, — and  wasting  away,  she  ex- 
pired about  three  years  after  the 
accident. 

Painful  and  fatal  Affection  of  the 
Nerve  in  one  side  of  a  Toe,  from 
the  Pressure  of  a  Corn. 

Some  time  since,  Dr.    re- 
quested me  to  visit  with  him  a 
gentleman  who  was  aflfected  with 
paroxysms  of  excruciating  pain  in 
one  of  the  toes,  arising  apparently 
from  pressure  on  the  nerve  of  one 
side  by  a  corn.  He  had  suffered 
so  much  in  the  night  as  to  deprive 
him  of  sleep  for  some  time,  and 
when  the  paroxysms  occurred  in 
the  day.  he  was  unfitted  for  busi- 
ness. I  advised  Dr. — — to  remove 
the  corn.  This  was  done;  but  no 
relief  being  obtaineil,  he  was  di- 
rected to  dress  the  wound  with  an 
ointment  containing  a  quarter  j)art 
extract  of  Belladonna,  and  to  take 
this  medicine  internally.  A  de- 
cided constitutional  effect  was 
produced,  but  no  relief  from  his 
pain.  I  then  advised  him  to  have 
his  toe  cut  off,  but  before  this 
was  done,  he  had  an  intermission  of 
pain,  which,  having  since  relaxed  at 
times,  has  encouraged  him  to  keep 
the  toe.  Probably  the  habit  of 
pain  is  so  formed,  that  the  re- 


moval of  the  toe  would  not  cure 
him  now.  His  paroxysms  fre- 
quently alternate  with  a  disorder- 
ed state  of  the  digestive  organs. 

I  have  been  informed  lately  that 
this  patient,  after  having  long  suf- 
fered very  excruciating  pain,  de- 
termined to  have  his  toe  amputat- 
ed. It  was  accordingly  removed. 
A  few  days  after,  he  was  affect- 
ed with  sudden  prostration  of 
strength,  and  in  a  short  time  ex- 
pired in  a  very  unexpected  man- 
ner. 

Had  the  toe  been  removed 
when  this  was  first  proposed,  I 
have  no  doubt  it  would  have  re- 
lieved the  pain.  When  the  habit 
of  pain  has  been  long  formed,  it 
extends  much  beyond  the  first 
seat  of  pain,  and  gets  out  of  the 
reach  of  amputation  or  any  other 
remedy. 

Neuralgia  of  a  Branch  of  the  Plan- 
tar Nerve^  followed  by  Convul- 
sions, and  cured  by  Operation. 

The  following  severe  case,  cured 
by  operation,  is  full  of  interest 
and  instruction.  Were  the  writ- 
er a  person  of  ordinary  stamp,  I 
should  not  have  availed  myself  of 
his  permission  to  publish  this  let- 
ter ;  although  I  do  not  consider  it 
any  discredit  to  a  young  surgeon 
to  include  a  small  nerve  with  an 
artery  in  a  deep  wound  in  the 
foot  ;  and  yet,  at  the  same  time, 
concur  with  him  in  the  suggestion 
that  there  is  too  great  an  appre- 
hension from  hemorrhage  subse- 
quent to  operations.  Such  an  ac- 
cident as  this  can  have  no  infl-uenge 
on  the  reputation  of  a  practitioner, 
whose  claims  to  reputation  are 
founded  on  solid  merit,  and  in 
whose  skill  I  cannot  better  ex- 
press my  confidence, than  by  say- 
ing that  there  is  no  surgeon  in  this 
vicinity  to  whose  hands  I  would 
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more  readily  submit  my  own  case, 
if  I  had  occasion  for  surgical  aid. 

Salem^  Feb.  4,  1828. 
Mr  Dear  Sir, — The  minutes  of 
the  following  case  you  are  at  li- 
berty to  make  any  use  of  which 
you  please,  and  to  connect  with 
it  my  name, — although  it  is  obvi- 
ous the  symptoms  could  only  arise 
from  including  a  nerve  in  the  liga- 
ture of  a  small  vessel,  which  I 
was  led  to  tie  from  the  officious 
caution  into  which  a  dread  of  he- 
morrhage betrays  an  inexperienc- 
ed operator.  I  have  copied  from 
my  case-book  as  much  as  would 
put  you  in  possession  of  the  impor- 
tant facts,  and  you  are  perfectly 
at  liberty  to  curtail  or  abridge. 

June  6th,  1821,  I  operated  on 
the  foot  of  a  girl,  16  years  of  age. 
She  had  an  ulcer  on  the  sole  of 
the  left  foot,  over  the  metatarsal 
bone  of  the  left  toe.  There  was 
originally  in  this  place  a  hard, 
painful  tumor,  which  was  attempt- 
ed to  be  destroyed  eleven  months 
since,  by  enoralic  dressings,  which 
have  been  applied  every  few 
weeks  since,  and  give  great  pain. 
The  general  health  has  become 
somewhat  impaired  by  confine- 
ment and  anxiely.  The  ulcer  has 
a  hard  margin,  no  appearance  of 
pus  or  granulations,  and  a  thin, 
ichorous  discharge.  With  a  free 
incision  I  removed  the  skin  for 
half  an  inch  round  the  margin, 
together  with  the  cellular  mem- 
brane down  to  the  plantar  fascia, 
some  fibres  of  which  were  proba- 
bly divided.  About  four  ounces 
of  blood  were  lost,  and  ligatures 
were  applied  to  two  small  bleed- 
ing artcifies.  Immediately  upon 
the  operation,  the  patient  com- 
plained of  great  pain  and  distress 
in  the  left  hypochondrium  and  epi- 
gastrium, and  in  less  than  half  an 


hour  there  came  on  severe  spasms 
of  the  trunk  and  inferior  extremi- 
ties. Dressings  and  ligatures 
were  removed,  and  the  arteries 
bled  about  an  ounce.  This  was 
the  commencement  of  the  severe 
neuralgia  with  which  this  young 
woman  has  since  been  afflicted. 
The  first  attack  lasted  nine  days  ; 
then  an  interval  of  ease,  of  a 
week's  duration,  ensued  ;  then  a 
recurrence,  for  about  the  same 
period  ;  then  a  longer  interval  of 
ease.  The  intervals  between  the 
paroxysms  continued  to  grow  long- 
er, till  at  the  end  of  about  three 
years  the  disposition  to  return 
seemed  extinguished,  and  there 
followed  a  period  of  fifteen  months, 
during  which  time  there  was  no 
return  of  spasms.  Eighteen 
months  since  the  spasms  returned 
as  severely  as  ever,  in  conse- 
quence of  being  thrown  from  a 
chaise  and  receiving  a  severe 
blow  upon  the  head.  These  pa- 
roxysms returned  at  irregular  in- 
tervals until  you  saw  her  last  sum- 
mer. After  the  operation  which 
you  performed,  she  remained  to- 
lerably quiet  for  a  fortnight  ;  she 
then  had  an  attack  of  the  spasms, 
which  were  as  violent  as  ever, 
and  lasted  several  days  ;  since 
that  time  she  has  been  free  from 
spasFiiodic  disease,  and  her  gene- 
ral health  has  improved.  The 
foot  healed  kindly,  and,  on  the 
whole,  there  is  every  reason  to 
expect  that  the  nervous  affection 
will  no  more  return. 

During  the  paroxysms,  the  pain 
usually  commenced  in  the  foot, 
and  rapidly  extended  to  other 
parts,  as  the  head,  stomach,  neck, 
and  jaws, — which  parts  would 
then  be  affected  with  rigidity  and 
spasms, — and  invariably  fixed  it- 
self in  the  left  hypochondrium, 
until  after  the  operation  of  last 
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summer,  after  which  time  the 
pain  never  attacked  this  part. 
There  has  always  been,  and  now 
exists,  a  tenderness  of  the  sole  of 
the  foot  and  inside  of  the  leg  and 
thigh.  As  to  the  mode  in  which 
the  paroxysms  came  on,  they  were 
generally  to  be  apprehended  when 
the  system  was  disturbed  by  any 
functional  disorder,  but  sometimes 
came  on  during  sleep  and  without 
warning.  There  were  occasion- 
ally some  symptoms  of  hysteria, 
but  the  mind  was  always  uncom- 
monly resolute  and  free  from 
anxiety  or  foreboding.  The  re- 
medies used  in  the  case  were  ad- 
ministered principally  under  the 
care  of  Drs.  Holyoke,  Jr.  and 
Oliver,  and  the  entire  class  of 
antispasmodics  had,  in  the  course 
of  the  various  paroxysms,  a  fair 
trial.  Camphor,  musk,  valerian, 
assafoetida,  castor,  even  in  very 
large  dose,  and  administered  in  a 
variety  of  vvays,  had  no  decided 
effects.  Cicuta,  hyoscyamus, 
belladonna,  and  stramonium,  pro- 
duced faintness,  without  mucii 
benefit.  Bleeding  was  always 
useful  as  a  palliative,  but  was 
sometimes  abstained  from  on  ac- 
count of  the  intense  pain  produced 
by  the  puncture  of  the  lancet,  and 
which  lasted  for  some  time,  al- 
though she  was  bled  and  had  teeth 
extracted  without  any  extraordi- 
nary pain,  at  times  when  the 
spasms  were  not  present.  Car- 
bonate of  Iron  and  Fowler's  Solu- 
tion, continued  in  full  doses  for  a 
long  time,  produced  no  benefit. 
The  only  two  articles  which  would 
sensibly  diminish  the  violence  of 
the  muscular  contraction  and  re- 
move pain,  were  Alcohol  and 
Opium,  and  whenever  these  were 
given  in  doses  to  produce  drowsi- 
ness or  intoxication,  decided  re- 
lief   yvas    invariably  obtained. 


These  remedies  were  sometimes 
abstained  from  and  the  disease 
left  to  exhaust  itself,  on  account 
of  the  excessive  irritability  of  the 
stomach,  which  followed  their 
use.  There  was  commonly  poor 
appetite,  and  headach,  and  at  one 
period  a  dimness  of  sight,  which 
required  convex  glasses. 

Faithfully    and  affectionately 
yours,       A.  L.  Peirson. 

Dr.  Peirson  having  sent  for  me 
to  examine  this  case,  I  went  to 
Salem,  and  in  company  with  him 
immediately  visited  the  patient. 
An  opportunity  was  presented  of 
witnessing  a  paroxysm  of  the  dis- 
ease. The  patient,  a  fine  young 
woman,  was  seized  with  the  spas- 
modic affection  about  the  time  of 
our  arrival.  The  convulsions 
were  truly  horrible,  and  present- 
ed the  aspect  of  the  most  terrible 
case  of  tetanus.  When  the  vio- 
lence of  the  convulsions  had  sub- 
sided, I  made  an  incision  in  the 
sole  of  the  foot,  behind  the  inter- 
stice of  the  fourth  and  fifth  toe, 
and  by  dissection  exposed  the 
branch  of  the  internal  plantar 
nerve,  going  to  the  fourth  and 
fifth  toe.  An  inch  of  this  nerve 
was  laid  bare,  and  the  sensation 
of  the  patient  showed  it  to  be  the 
true  seat  of  the  disease.  This 
portion  was  cut  out.  After  the  ope- 
ration she  had  one,  and  only  one, 
spasmodic  period,  and  is  now,  at  the 
distance  of  eighteen  months  from 
the  operation,  in  perfect  health. 


II. 

Atrocious  Murders  in  Edinburgh. 

(Continued  from  p.  102.) 

The  examination  proceeded. — 
He  had  been  acquainted  with  Burke 
about  a  twelvemonth  ;  M'Dougal 
had  lived  with  Burke  then  as  his 
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wife  ;  witness  lived  in  the  West 
Port,  not  far  from  Burke  ;  was  in 
a  public  house  in  the  West  Port  on 
the  forenoon  of  the  3 1st  of  October, 
when  they  had  a  gill  ;  he  asked  wit- 
ness to  go  dou'n  to  his  house,  to  see 
the  shot  he  had  got  to  take  to  the 
doctor's  ;  he  said  he  had  taken  an 
old  woman  off  the  street,  and  wish- 
ed witness  to  go  down  and  see  her, 
and  see  what  they  were  doing  ;  un- 
derstood by  the  word  shot,  that  he 
was  going  to  murder  the  woman  ; 
he  went  to  Burke's  house,  and  found 
there  was  a  strange  man  and  wo- 
man (their  name  was  Gray),  the 
old  woman,  and  Helen  M'Dougal  ; 
the  old  woman  was  washing  her 
short  gown  ;  it  was  white  and  red 
striped.  [Identified  the  bed-gown.] 
Witness  remained  in  the  house  for 
about  five  minutes,  and  then  went 
home  ;  was  in  Connoway's  between 
eight  and  nine  o'clock  on  Hallow- 
e'en nijjht.  There  w'ere  Connoway 
and  his  wife,  William  Burke,  John 
Broggan,  and  another  lad,  whom  he 
did  not  know,  the  old  woman,  He- 
len M'Dougal,  and  witness's  wife: 
they  had  some  drink  there  ;  Burke, 
Broggan,  and  the  lad,  went  out  ; 
but  witness  remained  later  and 
went  into  Burke's,  leaving  the  old 
woman  in  Connoway's ;  was  not 
long  there  till  Burke  himself  and 
the  old  woman  came  in  ;  she  was 
so  much  the  worse  for  drink  as 
hardly  to  be  able  to  keep  her  feet ; 
there  was  some  dancing  in  Conna- 
way's  ;  at  this  time  he  did  not  think 
that  any  harm  was  to  happen  to  the 
old  woman  that  night  ;  when  in 
Burke's,  some  words  took  place 
between  him  and  witness,  and  blows 
ensued  ;  he  asked  what  had  brought 
him  there,  and  he  replied  that  he 
had  been  invited  by  M^Dougal  ; 
while  they  were  struggling,  the  old 
w^oman  ran  twice  into  the  passage, 
and  called  out  either  murder  or  po- 


lice ;  Helen  M'Dougal  brought  her 
back  both  times  ;  while  witness  and 
Burke  were  struggling,  he  (Hare) 
pushed  her  over  a  stool  ;  she  got  up 
so  as  to  rest  upon  her  elbow,  but 
was  so  drunk  as  not  to  be  able  to 
regain  her  feet  ;  she  was  always 
calling  on  Burke  to  quit  fighting, 
and  he  did  so  ;  having  stood  for  some 
minutes  on  the  floor.  Burke  stood 
stride  legs  over  her,  and  laid  him- 
self down  above  her — his  breast  be- 
ing on  her  head  ;  she  gave  a  cry, 
and  then  moaned  a  little  ;  he  put 
one  hand  on  her  nose  and  mouth, 
and  the  other  under  her  chin,  and 
stopped  her  breathing  ;  this  was 
continued  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes; 
he  never  spoke  while  this  was  go- 
ing on  ;  after  he  had  risen  from 
above  her,  he  put  his  arm  upon  her 
mouth  for  some  minutes  ;  she  ap- 
peared quite  dead  ;  witness  was 
sitting  all  the  while  on  a  chair  ;  he 
stripped  the  body  of  the  clothes, 
put  it  into  a  corner,  doubling  it  up, 
and  covering  it  with  straw  ;  wit- 
ness's wife  and  M'Dougal,  when 
they  heard  the  first  screech  of  the 
old  woman,  ran  into  the  passage, 
and  did  not  come  in  again  until  the 
body  was  covered  with  the  straw  ; 
before  this,  they  were  lying  in  the 
bed,  and  witness  sat  at  the  head  of 
the  bed  ;  did  not  observe  blood  on 
the  floor,  or  on  the  woman's  face, 
at  the  time  ;  did  not  observe  the 
woman  in  the  passage  cry — but  no- 
body came  to  the  door  during  the 
time.  Burke  had  not  been  above 
the  woman  a  minute  or  two,  when 
the  women  started  out  of  bed  and 
ran  to  the  door  ;  none  of  them  at- 
tempted to  save  or  assist  the  old 
woman,  and  such  could  not  have 
happened  without  his  seeing  it  ; 
saw  them  come  again,  and  Burke 
go  out,  when  he  was  absent  a  few 
minutes  ;  the  women  asked  no 
questions,  and  he  made  no  remark; 
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the  women  went  to  their  beds 
again  ;  neither  asked  for  the  wo- 
man Docherty  ;  when  Burke  re- 
turned, he  brought  the  doctor's 
man  with  him — a  person  who  lived 
a   little   down  the  West  Port. 
Burke  wished  the  doctor's  man  to 
look  at  the  body,  but  he  said  it 
would  do  well  enough  ;  to  get  a 
box  and  put  it  into  it  ;  ihe  women 
were  in  the  bed  while  the  man 
was  in  the  house,  but  he  could 
not  tell  whether  they  were  awake 
or  not ;  witness  fell  asleep  him- 
self;  he  was  rather  the  worse  of 
liquor,  but  he  knew  well  enough 
what  he  was  about ;  he  awoke 
about  seven  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  he  found  himself  on  a  chair, 
with  his  head  on  the  bed  ;  the 
women  were  in  the  bed,  and  a  lad 
named  John  Broggan,  who  was 
lying  beyond  his  aunt  ;  Burke  was 
at  the  fire-side  ;  he  and  his  wife 
got  up  and  went  home,  when  they 
found  Gray  and  his  wife  there  ; 
Burke  called  witness  into  Rymer's 
shop,  and  wished  him  to  go  with 
him  to  Surgeons'-square,  which 
witness  agreed  to  do  after  he  fed 
the  swine  ;  they  went  to  Surgeons' 
square,  where  Burke  inquired  for 
a  box,  but  they  did  not  get  one  ; 
he  said  he  bespoke  one  from  Mr. 
Rymer's  shop-boy  ;  this  box  was 
brought  into  the  passage  by  the 
porter  (M'Cullock),  but  there 
was  nobody  in  the  house  when 
they  went  in  ;  they  took  the  box 
in,  and  waited  at  the  door  till 
Burke  came,  who  said,  "  You 
are  worth  little  that  have  not  put 
it  into  the  box  ;"  witness  assisted 
to  put  the  body  into  the  box  ;  the 
porter  pressed  it  down,  and  ob- 
serving some  of  the  hair  over  the 
side  of  the  box  put  it  down  inside, 
sayins:  it  was  "  a  bad  thing  to 
have  it  hanging  out."     The  box 
was  roped,  and  the  porter  in- 


structed to  carry  it  to  Surgeon^' 
square  ;  witness  and  Burke  ac- 
companied him  ;  and  met  the  wo- 
men in  the  High  Schoolyards  ; 
could  not  say  whether  Burke  or 
the  porter  went  in  first  ;  witness 
accompanied  them  ;  the  body  was 
put  into  a  cellar,  and  witness  and 
Burke  proceeded  to  Dr.  Knox's, 
at  Newington,  but  did  not  go  into 
his  house  ;  Mr.  Paterson,  who 
was  to  pay  the  money,  took  them 
into  a  public-house,  where  he  got 
change,  and  paid  the  porter  5s., 
Burke  21.  7s.  6d.,  and  witness  21. 
7s.  6d.  ;  understood  that  51.  more 
was  to  be  paid  on  Monday  ;  saw 
the  women  both  in  going  to  and 
returning  from  Newington,  but 
neither  of  them  went  into  the 
public-house. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Cock- 
burn. — Had  been  a  boatman  on 
the  canal  ;  had  also  had  a  horse 
and  cart  and  sold  fish  ;  had  been 
concerned  in  furnishing  medical 
lecturers  with  subjects  ;  was  ne- 
ver concerned  in  carrying  any 
other  bodies  to  surgeons  than  that 
of  the  old  woman,  but  had  seen  it 
done  ;  had  never  been  concerned 
in  raising  bodies  ;  was  asked  how 
often  he  had  seen  it  done  ? — De- 
clined answering  the  question. 
Was  this  of  the  old  woman  the 
only  one  in  which  he  was  concern- 
ed ? — Declined  to  answer.  Was 
murder  committed  in  his  house 
last  October? — Declined  answer- 
ing the  question.  Understood  that 
the  use  of  the  term  shot  was  used 
by  Burke  as  meaning  a  person  for 
a  subject,  in  order  to  murder 
them  ;  heard  him  use  it  when  he 
did  not  mean  to  murder  ;  but  un- 
derstood that  to  be  his  meaning  at 
that  time.  First  thought  that 
there  would  be  mischief  when  he 
saw  Burke  stand  over  the  old  wo- 
man.   They  had  quarrelled,  and 
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therefore  had  no  thought  till  he 
saw  Burke  in  that  situation  :  saw 
the  body  of  the  old  woman  in  the 
police-office  ;  he  then  said  he  had 
never  seen  the  body  of  the  old 
woman  before,  and  denied  that  he 
had  seen  the  woman  alive;  it  was 
on  the-  Sunday  when  he  saw  it,  and 
denied  it  then.  "  Have  you  had 
several  tranractions  with  Dr. 
Knox  or  his  assistant?" — Declines 
to  answer  the  question.  Burke 
had  received  money  from  Dr. 
Knox,  but  witness  never  did,  nor 
from  any  of  his  assistants.  Burke 
received  51.  for  the  body  from 
Dr.  Knox,  and  they  were  to  re- 
ceive more  on  Monday  ;  Dr, 
Knox's  man  said  they  were  to  get 
5/.  more  ;  thinks  it  was  Burke 
who  paid  the  porter,  but  is  not 
sure  whether  it  was  Burke  or 
Mr.  Paterson  ;  Burke  threw  two 
notes  across  the  table  along  with 
the  change  ;  is  certain  that  Mr. 
Paterson  did  not  pay  the  money  to 
him,  though  he  folded  up  the  two 
notes  and  divided  the  silver  ;  had 
never  any  quarrels  with  Burke 
about  the  payments,  nor  no  quar- 
rel with  him  about  money  mat- 
ters ;  witness  pushed  the  vvoo;5an 
over  a  stool,  and  she  was  so  drunk 
she  could  not  rise  ;  before  that, 
she  had  gone  to  the  door,  and  call- 
ed "  police  when  Burke  got  on 
the  old  woman,  she  gave  a  shriek, 
which  could  be  heard  some  short 
distance;  at  that  time  did  not  hear 
any  one  call  for  the  police  ;  Burke 
and  he  were  fighling  before  the 
woman  shrieked  ;  Broggan  and  the 
two  women  were  in  bed  :  he  was 
sitting  at  the  side  of  the  bed,  and 
Burke  was  at  the  fire  ;  thinks  that 
it  was  ten  minutes  before  Burke 
had  murdered  the  old  woman; 
never  attempted  to  prevent  him  ; 
but  remained  in  the  house  all  the 
time  ;  sat  by  and  looked  at  the 


transaction  ;  did  not  go  next  day 
to  the  police  and  inform  them  of 
it  ;  but,  when  exaniined  by  the 
police,  he  denied  all  knowledge 
of  it.  [Hare  was  removed  in  the 
custody  of  the  police.] 

(To  be  continued.) 


III. 

REPORTS   OF  CASES  IN  PRIVATE 
PRACTICE. 

A  Case  of  Croup. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal, 

By  Abraham  R.  Thoimpson,  M.D. 

J.  S.,  a  very  sprightly  boy,  aged  four 
years,  had  a  ct)ld  during  the  middle 
of  February,  with  some  cough  and 
running  at  the  nose  ;  his  general 
health  good.  On  Saturday,  Februa- 
ry 21st,  he  sat  up  in  a  wet  sink^ 
looking  out  of  the  vvindo<v  to  see  his 
father  shovel  snow,*  till  he  got  chill- 
ed, and  his  mother  observed  him  to 
look  blue  and  shiver.  In  the  even- 
ing he  became  hoarse  and  was  rest- 
less, with  dry  nostrils.  On  Sabbath 
morning  complained  of  headach  and 
heat,  and  got  a  dose  of  senna,  fol-. 
lowed  with  castor  oil,  which  purged 
freely  in  the  afternoon.  Towards 
midnight  he  breathed  so  bad,  that  a 
medical  gentleman  was  called,  wha 
administered  an  emetic,  with  some 
relief.  On  Monday  his  mother  tried 
to  get  down  squills  and  liquorice, 
and  at  evening  he  took  goose  oil  and 
garlic  tea,  and  had  a  liniment  of 
goose  oil  and  garlic  rubbed  over  the 
windpipe,  &c.  On  Tuesday  morn- 
ing a  blister  was  applied  to  the 
breast.  The  above  report  was  made 
to  me  by  the  mother  when  for  the 
first  time  I  saw  him,  Tuesday,  Feb. 
24,  at  J  2  o'clock.  His  nose  was  dry,^ 
and  his  whole  countenance  illuminat- 
ed with  that  preternatural  light  which. 


*  I  think  that  state  of  atmosphere  which 
snow  produces,  is  frequently  the  cause  of 
croup. 
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is  so  striking  in  true  croup.  His 
pulse  had  the  genuine  hammer  stroke. 
I  had  no  doubt  of  very  active  inflam- 
mation of  the  internal  coat  of  the 
windpipe,  and  rather  thought  that 
effusion  had  already  taken  place, 
and  of  course  that  the  membrane  had 
begun  to  form.  I  opened  the  exter- 
nal jugular  vein,  and  drew  from  a 
large  orifice  twelve  ounces  of  blood. 
Slight  faintness  followed,  with  decid- 
ed remission  of  the  symptoms.  After 
wailing  nearly  an  hour,  (till  reaction 
took  place,  and  with  it  a  recurrence 
of  symptoms  of  obstructed  windpipe,) 
I  gave  four  grains  of  Sub.  Sulph. 
Hyd.  Flav.,  which  vomited  freel}^, 
with  great  relief  during  its  action, 
which  continued  till  evening,  when 
restlessness,  heat  and  hard  breathing 
returned,  and  iti  tossing  himself  about 
he  lost  about  f(»ur  ounces  more  of 
blood,  from  the  same  orifice  in  the 
jugular.  At  9  he  took  three  grains 
t)f  Cah)mel,  and  at  11  quarter  of  a 
grain  of  Tart.  Antimony,  dissolved 
in  water  ;  and  from  this  time  uniil 
the  following  Sabbath  evening  he 
continued  to  take  the  same  quantity 
of  Cal.  and  Tart,  alternately,  every 
two  hours,  drinking  freely  of  water, 
and  nothing  else.  During  Wednes- 
day and  Thursday  the  disease  went 
on,  constantly  increasing,  so  that  at 
10  o'clock,  on  Thursday  evening, 
the  symptoms  had  reached  the  most 
aggravated  degree  :  great  difficidty 
of  breathing  ;  "  the  act  of  coughing 
without  the  sound'';  the  head  thrown 
back  ;  frequent  changirjg  of  the  posi- 
tion of  the  body  ;  pulse  rapid  and 
tuuHiltuous,  and  great  distress  of 
countenance.  At  12  o'clock  a  terri- 
ble suff'ocaiive  struggle  came  on,  and 
a  fit  of  convulsive  coughing  termi- 
nated in  the  expectoration  of  a  con- 
siderable piece  t)f  broken  membrane; 
and  from  this  time  shreds  of  mem- 
brane, with  frothy  and  bloody  mu- 
cus, continued  to  be  expectorated 
more  or  less  for  seven  or  eight  days. 
The  bowels  kept  open  sufficiently  ; 
but  notwithstanding  the  quantity  of 


calomel,  besides  antimony,  given 
from  Tuesday  evening  till  the  fol- 
lowing Sabbath  evening — and  not 
less  than  120  grains  of  calomel  had 
been  given  during  that  time — yet 
neither  purging  nor  sore  mouth  came 
on.  A  slight  oedema  of  the  face  and 
feet  was  noticed.  A  few  doses  of 
cold  pressed  castor  oil,  and  ipecacu- 
anha, alternately,  completed  the  me- 
dical treatment,  and  the  little  patient 
is  now  rapidly  recovering,  on  a  mild 
nourishing  diet. 

On  this  case  I  submit  a  few  reflec- 
tions. 

First.  On  Tuesday  noon,  when  I 
first  saw  this  patient,  the  disease  had 
been  going  on  for  three  days,  and  I 
was  strongly  impressed  with  the  be- 
lief that  effusion  had  taken  place  into 
the  windpipe.  Yet  I  bled  freely  from 
the  jugular,  and  followed  bleeding 
with  other  means  most  likely  to  com- 
bat inflammation,  and  to  promote 
healthy  secretion.  The  doctrine  I 
wish  to  inculcate  is,  that  even  when 
we  think  effusion  niay  have  taken 
place,  we  are  justified  in  using  vigor- 
ous means  against  further  inflamma- 
tion,— such  as  bleeding,  emetics,  an- 
timonials,  &c.  &c. 

Secondly.  On  Thursday  evening, 
when  I  thought  the  disease  would 
prove  fatal  to  my  little  patient,  I  liad 
a  conversation  with  his  father  about 
opening  the  windpipe.  With  my 
views  I  could  not  advise  the  opera- 
tion. My  reading  and  experience 
were  both  against  it,  nor  was  my 
mind  changed  by  reading  the  recent 
report  of  the  Auburn  case.  For  a 
careful  examination  of  that  report 
satisfied  me  that  the  recovery  of  the 
patient  at  Auburn  was  not  to  be  cre- 
dited to  the  operation.  If,  however, 
the  parent  had  been  very  anxious  to 
have  the  operation  done,  I  think  I 
might  have  done  it ;  and  if  it  had 
been  done,  and  the  child  had  reco- 
vered, then  an  undeserved  import- 
ance would  have  been  attached  to 
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the  operation,  and  a  false  rule  of 
practice  encouraged.  But  it  was  not 
done,  and  the  child  recovered  ;  and 
the  doctrine  I  wish  to  inculcate  un- 
der this  reflection  is,  that  in  croup 
the  operation  of  opening  the  wind- 
pipe is  not  a  good  rule  of  practice. 

Thirdly.  The  operation  of  tra- 
cheotomy is  very  valuable  in  its  pro- 
per place.  I  have  seen  it  performed 
successfully  by  Dr.  Walker,  of  this 
town,  for  the  removal  of  a  foreign 
body  from  the  windpipe  ;  and  that 
same  gentleman  has  also  performed 
the  same  operation  unsuccessfully 
for  croup, — so  have  I,  and  so  have 
other  gentlemen  in  Europe  and 
America.  The  different  result  of 
these  operations  arises  from  the  dif- 
ference of  cutting  into  a  healthy 
witjdpipe  and  a  diseased  one;  and 
this  is  the  practical  doctrine  to  be 
inculcated  by  this  third  reflection. 

Fourthly.  Croup  is  generally  a 
fatal  disease.  It  kills  the  patient 
either  at  once,  by  terrible  inflamn)a- 
tory,  spasmodic  violence,  or  more 
commonly  by  efl'tision  of  lyniph, 
forming  a  membrane  along  the  wind- 
pipe, and  extending  down  into  the 
ramifications  of  the  windpipe,  into 
the  lungs.  But  now  and  then  an  es- 
cape is  efl'ected,  in  the  first  instance 
by  resolution,  or  in  the  second  by 
the  breaking  up  of  the  adherent  mem- 
brane, and  throwing  it  out  by  expec- 
toration. In  the  course  of  twenty 
years'  practice,  I  have  seen  a  great 
many  cases  of  croup,  and  I  have  seen 
several  cases  of  the  first  class  and 
two  of  the  last ;  and  the  best  practi- 
cal advice  1  can  give,  is  to  bleed 
freely  from  the  jugular,  or  leech 
freely,  and  give  calomel  and  antimo- 
ny— watchfully,  indeed,  but  liberally 
and  steadily.  This  practice  will  be 
most  likely  to  break  up  the  disease 
at  its  onset,  by  resolution,  or  aid  the 
recuperative  efi'orts  of  the  system  to 
throw  it  ofi'in  its  protracted  form  by 
expectoration. 

Charlestown,  March  24,  1829. 


Sulphuric  Acid  in  Psoriasis  Inve- 
terata. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal, 

By  James  W.  Perkins. 

Having  noticed  in  No.  1,  Vol.  2, 
Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
a  case  of  Psoriasis  Inveterata  success- 
fully treated  by  Arsenical  Solution, 
I  am  induced  to  communicate  a  case 
of  the  same  disease  cured  by  the  in- 
ternal use  of  strong  Sulphuiic  Acid, 
after  the  disease  had  resisted  a  tho- 
rough trial  of  the  Arsenical  Solution. 

Miss  A.,  of  a  good  constitution,  en- 
joyed good  health  up  to  her  22d 
year,  when  she  was  attacked  with  a 
cutaneous  disease,  which  commenced 
upon  the  inferior  extremities,  in  se- 
parate irregular  patches,  which  be- 
came confluent  and  gradually  extend- 
ed over  the  body  in  defiance  of  the 
various  external  applications  to  which 
she  resorted  for  relief. 

The  Arsenical  Solution  was  at 
length  prescribed,  and  she  persever- 
ed in  its  use,  gradually  increasing  the 
dose  for  many  weeks  without  any 
apparent  benefit. 

I  visited  the  patient  in  company 
with  the  family  physician.  A  fair  tri- 
al having  been  made  of  the  Solution, 
it  was  concluded  to  try  the  efficacy 
of  Sulph.  Acid  in  large  doses. 

She  began  with  four  drops  three 
times  a  day  in  sweetened  water,  and 
increased  two  drops  every  day,  until 
the  dose  was  augmented  to  50  drops  ; 
when  the  disease  began  rapidly  to 
give  way.  The  acid  was  continued 
in  doses  of  40  drops  five  weeks  long- 
er, at  the  end  of  which  period  the 
cutaneous  disease  was  completely  re- 
moved, and  the  integuments  soon  re- 
gained their  natural  color  and  ap- 
pearance. 

The  patient's  bowels  were  kept 
open  during  the  exhibition  of  the 
acid,  by  pills  composed  of  G.  Gam- 
boge and  Tart.  Autin)ony,  and  the 
scales  moistened  daily  by  a  solution 
of  Slippery  Elm. 

Windham,  N.H.  March  18,  1829. 
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BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  APRIL  7,  1829. 


DEATH   OF   DR.  GORHAM. 

The  following  is  a  more  particular 
account  of  the  morbid  appearances 
discovered  in  the  examination  of  Dr. 
Gorham. 

Post-mortem  Examination,  twenty- 
seven  hours  after  Death,  made  hy 
Dr.  Hay  ward,  in  presence  of  Drs. 
Jackson,  Cha.nning,  Bigelow, 
Ware,  and  Stevenson. 
The  thorax  only  was  examined.  The 
body  retained  its  plumpness,  and  the 
adipose  matter  under  the  skin  was 
unusually  thick.  The  sternum, 
with  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs,  being 
renioved,  the  left  side  of  the  thorax 
seemed  occupied  in  front  principally 
by  the  heart.  This  arose  not  from 
the  magnitude  of  the  heart,  but  from 
the  diminished  size  of  the  lungs  on 
that  side,  and  from  a  quantity  of 
adipose  matter  covering  the  pericar- 
dium, and  connected  with  a  similar 
matter  spread  over  the  mediastinum. 
'The  lungs  on  this  side  adhered  to  the 
surrounding  parts,  to  the  ribs,  dia- 
^phragm,  and  pericardium.  The  ad- 
hesion was  f(;rmed  by  coagulable 
lymph  recently  effused.  This  adhe- 
sion was  quite  strong  in  the  posterior 
and  inferior  parts.  It  was  wanting 
at  the  side  over  a  small  space,  where 
a  reddish  serum  was  effused  to  the 
quantity  of  an  ounce  or  more.  The 
pleura  pulmonalis  in  most  parts,  when 
the  lymph  was  removed,  was  found 
to  have  retained  its  polish,  and  seem- 
ed to  have  partaken  less  in  the  in- 
flammatory action  than  the  pleura 
costalis.  The  portion  of  the  cellular, 
or  rather  adipose  covering  of  the  pe- 
ricardium, to  which  the  pleura  costa- 
lis adhered,  had  a  very  slight  and 
superficial  blush,  having  partaken  of 
the  inflammation  in  the  slightest  de- 
cree. 

Both  lobes  of  the  left  lung  were 
diseased  throughout,  but  most  at  the 
posterior  and  inferior  parts.  At  the 
apex  there  was  a  small,  distinct  por- 


tion, in  size  equal  to  a  large  English 
walnut,  which  was  quite  solid  and  of 
a  red  color ;  properly  hepatized  and 
containing  no  air.  The  parts  sur- 
rounding this  were  similarly  changed, 
but  in  a  less  degree,  and  some  frothy 
and  bloody  serum  flowed  from  them. 
Lower  down  in  the  superior  lobe  and 
in  the  anterior  half,  the  lung  was  less 
diseased,  crepitated  very  slightly, 
and  poured  out  upon  incision  more 
frothy  fluid.  The  posterior  part  of 
this  lobe  and  all  the  inferior  lobe 
were  different  in  their  appearance. 
These  parts  resembled  the  spleen  as 
much  as  diseased  lung  ever  resem- 
bles liver  ;  that  is,  they  did  not  cre- 
pitate, they  were  destitute  of  frothy 
fluid  when  divided  by  the  knife,  and 
they  were  not  indurated.  Likewise 
their  color  was  dark,  like  that  of  the 
spleen.  The  very  lowest  part  had  a 
leathery  feel  when  handled.  If  the 
pleura  had  been  detached  from  it, 
and  it  had  been  presented  to  an  ana-* 
tomist,  he  would  not  easily  have  de- 
tected, by  its  texture,  from  what  part 
of  the  body  it  had  been  taken.  It 
may,  perhaps,  be  compared,  except 
as  to  color,  to  a  piece  of  lung  half 
boiled  and  then  gently  pressed.  The 
part  thus  described  could  not  be 
said  to  be  inflamed.  It  seemed 
to  have  been  compressed,  and  the 
air  to  be  so  excluded. 

On  the  right  side  the  lung  adhered 
very  generally  by  cellular  bands, 
evidently  not  of  recent  formation. 
The  lung  itself  was  quite  healthy. 

The  pericardium  contained  less 
than  an  ounce  of  water,  and  was 
healthy  ;  as  also  was  the  heart. 

To  the  foregoing  account,  furnish- 
ed by  Dr.  Jackson,  we  add  the  fol- 
lowing note  by  Dr.  Hayward. 

The  account  of  the  morbid  ap- 
pearances seems  to  me  to  be  perfect- 
ly accurate,  and  the  comparison  of 
the  aspect  of  the  lower  lobe  of  the 
lung  to  boiled  lung  I  think  quite  a 
hiippy  one.  There  was  only  one 
thing  which  has  occurred  to  me  in 
addition,  and  that  was  the  thickness 
of  this  lobe,  which  was  not  greater, 
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I  should  say,  than  the  thick  part  of 
common  tripe.  It  was  in  a  collapsed 
state  ;  the  vessels  and  cells  had  lost 
their  elasticity  to  such  a  degree,  as 
to  be  nearly,  if  not  quite  obliterated. 
The  lobe  was  not  engorged  with 
blood,  and  the  disease  in  it  seemed, 
as  it  struck  me,  to  have  arisen  from 
the  morbid  state  of  the  pleura. 

This  circumstance  may  not  appear 
to  others  to  be  of  any  consequence, 
and  it  may  not  be  ;  but  I  thought  it 
very  unusual,  at  the  same  time  that 
it  showed,  to  my  mind  at  least,  that 
the  pleura  was  the  primary  seat  of 
disease. 

The  precise  situation  and  extent 
of  the  inflammation  was  ascertained 
by  the  stelhescope,  as  appears  by 
the  note  which  here  follows.  It  may 
be  proper  to  state,  that  on  the  first 
day  of  his  indisposition  he  sent  for 
Dr.  Warren,  almost  immediately  af- 
ter he  was  seized.  At  that  time  he 
had  pain  in  the  head,  back,  and 
limbs  ;  symptoms  of  fever  ;  a  dispo- 
sition to  drowsiness  ;  and  constant 
vomiting.  The  most  eff*ectual  mode 
of  interrupting  the  course  of  the  dis- 
ease seemed  to  be  by  an  emetic  ;  and 
he  was  directly  ordered  a  drachm  of 
ipecacuanha,  thirty  grains  of  subrau- 
riate  of  quicksilver,  with  three  of  the 
tartrite  of  antimony,  divided  into 
three  powders, — one  of  which  vomit- 
ed him  powerfully.  Soon  after  this 
prescription.  Dr.  W.  meeting  Dr. 
Jackson,  informed  him  that  Dr.  Gor- 
ham  was  ill,  and  that  unless  relieved 
by  the  emetic,  he  feared  his  symptoms 
might  become  alarming.  Immediate- 
ly after  the  emetic,  the  stomach  being 
still  unsettled,  he  began  to  take  pur- 
gative pills  of  submur.  of  quicksilver, 
aloes,  and  colocynth,  and  took  in  the 
whole  fifteen  grains  of  each.  At  the 
second  visit,  which  was  within  a  few 
hours  of  the  first,  it  was  proposed  to 


bleed  him.  The  grounds  on  whiqh 
this  remedy  was  suggested  were,  that 
there  appeared  a  tendency  to  inflam- 
mation ;  and  although  at  that  time 
there  were  not  present  the  signs  of 
inflammation  of  any  organ,  such 
symptoms  might  arise.  To  this  he 
decidedly  objected  ;  saying  that  he 
had  such  a  cold  as  this  in  the  autumn, 
and  then  recovered  without  venesec- 
tion, and  even  kept  abroad.  Dr.  W. 
did  not  assent  to  this  remark,  and 
assured  him  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible for  him  to  have  left  the 
house  in  the  state  he  actually  was. 
He  consented  to  use  the  warm  bath, 
followed  directly  by  pills  of  three 
grains  of  calomel  and  one  grain  of 
opium,  and  a  large  number  of  leech- 
es to  the  head,  the  part  in  which  h& 
most  suffered  at  that  time.  It  was 
on  the  next  morning  that  he  had 
some  pleuritic  symptoms,  and  was 
directly  bled  to  fainting.  It  seems 
remarkable  that  he  had  not  the  least 
suspicion  of  a  pleuritic  afl'ection  tilf 
informed  of  it.  Dr.  Jackson  saw 
him  on  the  second  day  of  the  pleu- 
ritic attack,  with  Dr.  W.,  and  called 
again  in  a  few  hours  in  the  absence 
of  the  latter,  to  whom  he  addressed 
this  note. 

In  Dr.  Gorham^s  study. 
Perhaps  you  have  not  received  a 
note  from  me  which  will  explain  my 
being  here.  I  hive  been  examiniiig 
him  as  fully  as  I  could  without  an- 
noying very  much.  I  infer  that  the 
pleura  costalis  and  pulmonalis  of  the 
lower  lobe  is  inflanied,  and  that  it 
has  spread  into  the  lung  more  than  I 
thought  in  the  morning ;  and  that 
even  the  upper  lobe  partakes,  in  a 
slight  degree,  of  the  inflammation,  or 
at  least  has  its  vessels  much  filled. 
In  breathing,  he  endeavors  to  avoid 
disturbing  the  lower  part  of  the  left 
thorax,  and  when  be  does  disturb  it 
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he  has  the  acute  pain.  He  seems  to 
move  the  ribs  up  and  down,  but  to 
resist  the  expansion  of  them. 

Half  past  11. — His  pulse  liave  been 
rather  less  than  120,  and  less  feeble 
all  the  lime  I  have  been  with  him. 

The  physicians  who  attended  Dr. 
Gorham  have  a  melancholy  satisfac- 
tion from  the  reflection  that  the  na- 
ture of  his  disease  was  understood 
almost  the  moment  it  had  formed, 
and  that  active  remedies  were  imme- 
diately administered,  and  in  every  case 
with  sensible  relief  from  suffering;  al- 
though the  disease  proved  too  power- 
ful to  be  overcome  by  the  medical  art. 

Besides  the  physicians  above 
named,  he  had  almost  constantly 
with  him  some  other.  Dr.  Brown 
attended  him  on  the  first  night  of  the 
pleuritic  attack,  Dr.  Stevenson  on  the 
second,  and  Dr.  Ware  on  the  third. 
The  two  latter  were  bis  pupils. 

Funeral  of  Dr.  Gorham, 
The  funeral  of  Dr.  Gorham  was  at- 
tended on  Monday,  March  30lh. 
A  meeting  of  the  Boston  Medical 
Association  was  called  on  Sunday 
evening  previous,  which  was  more 
fully  attended  than  any  other  meet- 
ing we  have  ever  seen,  at  which  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions, 
offered  by  Dr.  Ware,  were  unani- 
mously adopted. 

The  Members  of  the  Boston  Me- 
dical Asssociation,  solemnly  impress- 
ed by  that  dispensation  of  Providence 
by  which  their  greatly  beloved  and 
respected  associate,  John  Gorham, 
M.D.,  has  been  so  suddenly  remov- 
ed from  this  life,  feel  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  offer  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased  some  teslin)ony  of  sympa- 
thy with  them  on  their  loss,  and  to 
the  public  some  proof  of  respect  for 
his  character ;  therefore, 


)  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Resolved,  That  his  professional 
brethren,  in  common  with  his  be- 
reaved family,  his  numerous  friends, 
and  the  community  at  large,  deeply 
deplore  the  loss  which  has  been  sus- 
tained in  the  death  of  Dr.  Gorham, 
and  are  desirous  of  testifying  their 
affectionate  regard  for  his  many  vir- 
tues, and  their  respect  for  his  pro- 
fessional worth. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be 
directed  to  express  to  the  family  of 
the  deceased,  the  sympathy  of  the 
Profession  with  them  in  their  irrepa- 
rable loss  ;  and  to  request  permission 
to  pay  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to 
his  niemory  by  a  public  attendance 
on  his  funeral,  and  by  the  delivery 
of  an  address  on  that  occasion  by  one 
of  his  professional  brethren. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to 
communicate  to  the  family  of  Dr. 
Gorham  the  wishes  of  the  Associa- 
tion, who  soon  after  reported  that 
they  were  ready  to  comply  with  the 
request  of  the  Association  ;  and  Dr. 
Jackson  was  chosen  to  deliver  the 
proposed  address.  At  4  o'clock  on 
Monday  afternoon,  after  prayers  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Emerson,  a  procession  was 
formed  at  the  house  of  Dr.  G.  and 
proceeded  to  Brattle  Street  Church, 
his  usual  place  of  worship.  The 
hearse  was  followed,  after  the  imme- 
diate relations,  by  the  niembers  of 
the  Boston  Medical  Association  ; 
then  by  other  Fellows  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  ;  Dr.  Gor- 
ham's  classmates  in  College  ;  Officers 
of  Harvard  University,  and  a  great 
number  of  his  patients  and  friends. 
The  Church  was  already  crowded, 
except  the  pews  reserved  for  those 
in  the  procession.  Rev.  Mr.  Palfrey, 
the  Pastor  of  Brattle  Street  Church, 
being  absent,  the  devotional  services 
at  the  Church  were  performed  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Channing.    After  a  dirge 
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had  been  sung  by  the  choir,  a  prayer 
was  offered  by  Dr.  Channing,  and 
Dr.  Jackson  delivered  a  very  inte- 
resting address,  in  which  he  noticed 
the  leading  circumstances  of  the  life 
and  character  of  Dr.  G.  in  a  simplicity 
and  elegance  ofstyle,  admirably  suited 
both  lo  its  subject  and  its  author. 
The  services  at  the  Church  were 
closed  with  a  prayer  and  a  hymn, 
after  which  the  procession  followed 
the  body  to  St.  Paul's  Church,  in  the 
cemetery  of  which  it  was  deposited. 

It  was  the  first  design  of  his  friends 
to  have  only  a  private  funeral  ;  but 
the  spontaneous  expression  of  a  de- 
sire to  exhibit  an  affectionate  regard 
for  his  memory,  by  a  participation  in 
these  last  mournful  services,  was  so 
general  and  so  strong,  that  his  family 
were  induced  to  forego  their  own 
feelings  to  gratify  those  of  his  nume- 
rous friends. 


The  week  before  last,  we  intimat- 
ed the  probability  of  an  increase  of 
pulmonary  affections  from  the  humid 
atmosphere  of  the  dissolving  snows. 
This  has  been  verified.  Catarrhal  in- 
flammation of  the  lungs,  and  perip- 
neumony,  commonly  called  lung  fe- 
ver here,  have  been  of  frequent  oc- 
currence. Many  severe  cases  of 
pleurisy  have  also  presented  them- 
selves. Sore  throat,  or  cynanche 
tonsillaris,  is  prevalent  ;  and  the 
whole  community  appear  to  be  af- 
fected with  cough.  So  far  as  we 
can  judge  there  has  hcen  a  conside- 
rable increase  of  disease,  the  last 
fourteen  days.  An  intelligent  gentle- 
man, travelling  homewards  from  the 
South,  where  he  had  passed  the  win- 
ter, stated,  that  landing  about  three 
weeks  since  on  the  shores  of  New- 


England,  he  immediately  experienc- 
ed the  chilling  influence  of  the  re- 
gion of  snows,  and  became  affected 
with  a  catarrh  which  has  continued 
from  that  time.  The  snows  of  the 
middle  states  had  of  course  disap- 
peared. Those  of  this  section  of  the 
country  have  now  in  a  great  measure 
dissolved  from  the  influence  of  the 
milder  atmosphere  and  the  rains  of 
lijst  week.  Our  climate  changed  oa 
the  28th  of  March.  On  that  day 
the  previously  invariable  frost  did  not 
occur  as  usual  in  the  night.  The  pul- 
monic cases  alluded  to  above  have  not 
been  very  fatal :  but  the  present  is  the 
season  of  danger,  particularly  for 
children  ;  and  we  must  prepare  for  the 
worst.  Bleeding  has  not,  so  far  as 
we  have  seen,  been  distinctly  benefi- 
cial in  these  cases.  From  emetics 
and  blisters,  we  have  seen  valuable 
effects. 


WEEKLY  llEPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 


Endingf  March  25,  at  noon. 


March  20.  Mary  Jane  Trowbridge, 

22  yrs. 

Susan  Haskins, 

31 

2L  Edwin  T.  Starr, 

8  mo. 

Martha  J.  L.  Vialle, 

21-4y, 

Lucy  Fenno, 

65 

Sarah  Sewall, 

28 

22.  Jerusha  Alley, 

37 

Joseph  Davis, 

82 

Louisa  Frye, 
Sarah  Jane  Duffee, 

23 

4 

William  C.Bancroft, 

16 

Benjamin  White, 

62 

23.  Charles  Davies  Cotton, 

18 

•Tames  Richardson, 

28 

24.  John  F.  ^JVuman, 

43 

John  .Jacobs, 

51 

Samuel  B  Thacher, 

12  mo. 

Andrew  McDonald, 

33  yrs. 

Benjamin  Sylvester, 

33 

Ann  Horton, 

88 

Mary  Jones, 

45 

25.  William  Sprague  Keen, 

4  mo. 

Caroline  Abbot, 

21  yrs. 

Lemuel  Lincoln, 

5  w. 

Childbed,  1 — consumption,  6— croup,  2 — 
debility,  1 — inflammation,  I — inflammation  in 
the  bowels,  1 — inflammation  in  the  brain,  1  — 
infantile,  2 — intemperance,  2 — lung  fever,  2 — 
old  age,  2 — unknown,  3.  Males,  13 — females, 
11.    Stillborn,  2.    Total,  26. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


DENTAL  SURGERY. 
r¥HI IS  day  received  by  Benjamin  Per- 
-fi.    kins  &  Co.,  No.  135,  Washington 
Street,,— A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GERY.   In  three  parts. 

1.  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Dental 
Surgery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Dentist.  Denlicum  curam  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
dentibus  laxantur  et  chylaceos  olTicinffi  ; 
hinc  mille  nialorum  occasiones. — Baglivi 
Xill.  March  17. 

ep6w 

NEW  MEDICAL  WORK. 

JUST  published  and  for  sale  by  Ben- 
jamin Perkins  &  Co.— THE  FRENCH 
PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE;  being  a 
translation  of  L.  F.  Begin's  treatise  on 
Therapeutics  ;  with  occasional  notes  and 
observations,  illustrative  of  the  treatment 
of  diseases  in  the  climate  of  North  Ame- 
rica.   By  Xavier  Tessier. 

ep3w  March  17. 

CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 

THE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
lance for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  White's, 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  tlie  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machirie  can  be  deter- 
mined, or  the  other  pr(»per  measures  to  be 
made  usC  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express 
ly  disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.    I'his  macliine  has  received 


the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston,  Feb.  6,  1829. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

RICHARD  A.  NEWELL,  Druggist, 
91,  Summer  Street,  has  on  hand  a 
small  lot  of  EUROPEAN  LEECHES,  in 
excellent  order,  and  of  very  large  size, 
which  he  will  sell  at  a  fair  price. 

N.  B.  Leeches  applied  as  usual,  or 
sent  to  any  part  of  the  city.  4t. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  k  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33;  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  Wh?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

NATHAN  JARVIS,  s 
Druggist  and  ^Apothecary, 

HAS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  18S,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  Sz  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, &c.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The  old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHOSCOPE. 

JUST  published  by  Benjamin  Perkins, 
&  Co.,— MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE 
OF  THE  STETHOSCOPE,  being  a  short 
Treatise  on  investigating  Diseases  of  the 
Chest.  From  the  French  of  M.  Collin, 
with  an  Introduction  and  Plates.  By  a 
Fellow  of  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 

The  Stethoscope  may  also  be  obtained 
as  above  in  the  most  approved  form. 
ep3w  Jan.  20. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advartce,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

Cases  of  JVeuralgia^  or  painful 
Affections  of  J^erves, 

By  John  C.  Warren,  M.D. 

NEURALGIA  OF  THE  TRUNK. 

Painful  Affection  of  the  Side, 
This  complaint  was  called  Pleu- 
rodyne  by  Cullen  and  Sauvages  ; 
Pleuralgia  by  Good.  Considered 
as  to  the  organs  diseased,  it  is  of 
two  kinds, — painful  affection  of 
the  muscles,  and  painful  affection 
of  the  nerves  of  the  side.  The 
former  only  appear  to  have  been 
contemplated  by  the  writers 
above  named.  They  considered 
all  these  complaints  to  reside  in 
the  muscles;  and  Cullen  set  them 
down  under  the  genus  Rheuma- 
tism ;  while  Good  more  properly 
viewed  them  as  forming  a  sepa- 
rate genus,  which  he  called  Pleu- 
ralgia, and  divided  into  acute  and 
chronic. 

Painful  affection  of  the  nerves 
of  the  side  is  distinguished  from 
that  of  the  muscles,  in  its  wanting 
the  tenderness  or  sensibility  on 
pressure,  which  is  generally  found 
in  the  former, — in  not  being  at- 
tended by  pain  on  motions  of  the 
ribs  or  of  the  arm, — and  in  its 
permanency  or  greater  duration. 

The  complaint  may  arise  spon- 
taneously ;  or  from  an  injury  ;  or 
from  distortion  of  the  ribs. 


1.    Painful  Affection  of  the  Side, 
arising  ivithout  evident  Cause. 

Mrs.  R.  has  been  married  two 
years  without  children;  aged  about 
30  ;  has  had  good  health.  About 
six  months  after  marriage,  began 
to  be  affected  with  a  pain  in  the 
left  side,  about  the  fifth  rib  ;  ex- 
tending from  the  angle  of  the  rib 
forwards,  towards  the  sternum. 
The  pain  gradually  increased  till 
it  became  severe,  especially  at 
night,  when  it  deprived  her  of 
sleep  sometimes.  It  has  now 
destroyed  her  appetite,  which 
was  generally  good.  She  is  free 
from  fever  and  derangement  of  the 
digestive  organs.  The  pain  keeps 
her  in  an  unhappy  state  ;  prevents 
her  employing  herself  actively  in 
any  way,  and  has  caused  a  consi- 
derable degree  of  emaciation. 

She  was  advised  to  apply  eight 
leeches  to  the  part  affected,  eve- 
ry other  day,  for  three  weeks  ; 
then  to  keep  the  side  irritated 
with  the  ointment  of  Tartrite  of 
Antimony,  for  two  months  ;  in  the 
mean  while,  to  take  two  drachms 
of  the  Carbonate  of  Iron  in  a  day, 
and  once  in  three  days  a  purga- 
tive pill. 

Four  months  after  this  pre- 
scription, I  saw  her  again.  She 
was  free  from  pain  ;  had  recover- 
ed her  strength,  flesh,  and  spirits; 
and  was  able  to  use  the  arm  with- 
out producing  pain.  ^ 
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2.  From  Injury, 

S.  H.,  a  young  lady,  21  years  of 
age.  Four  months  ago,  fell  out 
of  a  chaise  and  struck  the  left 
side.  For  a  week  after  the  ac- 
cident her  side  was  sore,  and  ten- 
der to  the  touch.  These  feelings 
subsided,  and  she  became  affected 
with  a  pain  in  the  injured  part, 
occurring  in  irregular  paroxysms, 
darting  into  the  shoulder  and  arm. 
Her  appetite  and  general  health 
were  not  impaired,  but  her  suf- 
ferings were  such  as  to  induce 
her  to  enter  the  Hospital  Feb. 
14,  1828. 

After  the  warm  bath,  she  was 
bled  twice,  cupped  and  leeched. 
The  bleedings  caused  a  remission 
of  the  pain  for  twenty-four  hours; 
the  local  bloodletting  gave  no  re- 
lief. The  cataplasm  of  rice,  and 
other  hot  applications,  were  em- 
ployed ;  but  no  material  allevia- 
tion was  produced,  excepting  by 
blistering.  This  being  pursued 
for  about  six  weeks,  she  was  en- 
tirely cured.  She  took  the  Car- 
bonate of  Iron  at  various  intervals, 
as  her  stomach  could  bear  it, 
during  the  treatment.  I  could 
not,  however,  feel  satisfied  of  its 
having  the  least  influence  on  the 
complaint. 

3.  From  Distortion  of  the  Ribs, 

Mary  Brown,  a  maid-servant,  25 
years  old,'living  in  a  family  where 
I  attended,  requested  my  advice 
for  a  distressing  difficulty  in  her 
side.  She  had  had  it  four  years, 
and  often  suffered  so  much  as  to 
be  compelled  to  give  over  her 
work  and  lose  her  places.  The 
pain  was  on  the  left  side,  about 
the  fifth  and  sixth  ribs  ;  thence  it 
darted  forwards  to  the  sternum. 
The  periods  of  its  occurrence  va- 


riable. She  had  no  fever  nor 
cough,  but  often  lost  her  appetite 
from  the  pain.  On  examining  the 
part,  I  found  a  deep  indentation 
in  the  lowest  true  ribs,  in  which 
I  could  place  my  hand.  The  part 
was  not  tender  to  the  touch.  She 
had  employed  many  remedies 
without  relief.  I  advised  her  to 
go  into  the  Hospital.  She  did 
not  do  this,  and  quitting  the  place 
where  I  saw  her,  I  lost  sight  of 
her,  and  know  nothing  of  what 
followed. 

At  what  period  of  life  the  dis- 
tortion in  this  girl  occurred,  I  was 
unable  to  ascertain.  I  was  led 
to  suspect  it  to  be  brought  on  by 
girting  her  chest,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  improving  her  shape.  It 
is  well  known  that  this  practice 
is  a  frequent  cause  of  Pleuralgia 
in  young  ladies.*^  The  pain  thus 
caused  is  generally  in  the  muscles. 

Neuralgia  of  the  Spinal  Cord, 

Some  years  ago,  a  lady  who  had 
been  a  few  months  married,  and 
had  enjoyed  perfect  health  before, 
applied  to  me  for  a  painful  affec- 
tion in  the  back,  of  recent  occur- 
rence. The  pain  began  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  os  sacrum,  dart- 
ed into  the  nates,  and  thence  down 
the  lower  extremities.  It  occur- 
red in  paroxysms,  frequently  re- 
peated, every  day,  and  especially 

*  I  cannot  omit  the  present  opportunity 
of  stating^,  that  the  same  practice  frequent- 
ly causes  a  deep-seated,  obstinate  pain  in 
the  head,  which  no  bleedings  relieve  for 
any  length  of  time.  The  cause  of  this 
pain  is  the  interruption  of  the  blood 
through  the  descending  aorta  ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  it  is  thrown  with  unna- 
tural force  on  the  brain,  and  brings  on  a 
permanent  derangement  of  the  organ. 
The  pain  in  the  head,  thus  produced,  has 
terminated  in  insanity,  in  three  cases 
within  my  knowledge, — two  of  which 
have  proved  fatal. 
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at  night.  The  pain  was  of  the 
electric  character. 

Circumstances  did  not  permit 
me  to  advise  a  full  treatment  of 
the  case  ;  all  I  could  do  was  to 
direct  a  large  application  of  leech- 
es to  the  seat  of  pain,  and  the  use 
of  ice  to  the  part  twice  a  day. 
What  was  the  effect  of  these  ap- 
plications I  know  not,  as  the  pa- 
tient resided  at  a  distance.  Sub- 
sequently she  was  so  situated  as 
to  undergo  a  very  powerful  treat- 
ment,— various  bleedings,  cup- 
pings, leechings,  and  many  inter- 
nal medicines.  None  of  them 
were  productive  of  any  permanent 
change  in  the  disease.  She  con- 
tinues to  suffer  to  this  day,  though 
the  pain  diminishes.  She  has  had 
no  children.  Her  general  health 
is  not  essentially  impaired. 

This  is  a  case  not  very  uncom- 
mon, though  rarely  so  obstinate 
a.s  in  this  instance. 

Neuralgia  of  the  Cauda  Equina 
from  Injury. 

Mrs.  C,  a  patient  of  mine,  in- 
formed me  that  a  year  previous 
to  her  application  to  me,  she  slip- 
ped on  the  ice,  and  received  the 
weight  of  the  shock  in  falling  on 
the  extremity  of  the  os  sacruai. 
The  pain  was  severe  at  the  time, 
but  subsided,  and  in  two  or  three 
weeks  she  felt  little  of  it.  Then, 
having  sat  for  a  considerable  time 
on  a  hard  seat,  she  was  seized 
with  a  pain  in  the  injured  part, 
which  ran  down  the  limbs,  occur- 
ring frequently  in  the  course  of 
the  day.  She  had  suffered  much, 
but  had  been  unwilling  to  apply 
for  advice  through  delicacy. 

A  frequent  application  of  cold 
to  the  part,  with  occasional  leech- 
es, relieved  her  entirely  in  about 
three  months,  with  the  exception 
of  a  twinge  of  pain  now  and  then. 


Neuralgia  caused  by  Pressure  on  the 
Ischiatic  Plexus. 

Mrs.  G.,  pregnant  with  her  first 
child,  in  the  eighth  month,  was 
seized  with  a  pain  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  os  sacrum,  shooting 
into  the  thighs.  She  had  been 
affected  in  this  way  ten  days  when 
I  saw  her,  and  with  severity 
enough  to  keep  her  in  bed.  Sup- 
posing the  pain  to  arise  from  pres- 
sure,! consoled  her  with  the  expec- 
tation of  relief  on  her  confinement; 
advised  abstraction  of  blood,  and 
some  local  applications,  which 
relieved  her  for  the  time. 

About  three  weeks  after  her 
confinement,  she  sent  for  me  to 
visit  her  again.  She  had  been 
confined,  she  informed  me,  with- 
out any  extraordinary  difficulty  ; 
had  been  well  afterwards,  till 
within  two  days.  She  was  at- 
tacked with  a  severe  crinkling 
pain  in  the  os  sacrum,  darting 
round  the  pelvis  and  into  the  thighs. 
She  had  also  numbness  in  the  low- 
er extremities,  and  an  inability  of 
using  them.  Her  appetite  was 
gone.    She  had  no  fever. 

She  was  cured  in  a  short  time 
by  the  application  of  blisters,  suc- 
cessively to  the  region  of  the  os 
sacrum  and  each  thigh,  with  dili- 
gent frictions  of  Ammoniated  Al- 
cohol to  the  limbs.  Six  months 
have  elapsed  without  the  recur- 
rence of  the  pain. 

Neuralgia  of  the  Spinal  Cord,  cured 
hy  extensive  Irritation  of  the  Skin. 

Mrs.  R.,  after  a  severe  attack  of 
rheumatism  in  the  muscles  of  the 
right  scapula,  of  about  three 
weeks'  duration,  had  a  sudden 
transfer  of  the  pain  to  the  middle 
of  the  lumbar  rCgitDn.  The  pain 
now  became  spasmodic, — that  is, 
occurring  in  paroxysms, — and  shot 
down  both  the  lower  extremities, 
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with  a  burning  sensation  ;  and  by 
its  repeated  attacks,  disabled 
these  limbs  in  such  manner,  as  to 
confine  her  in  bed  for  three  or 
four  weeks.  Having  made  active 
applications,  I  had  begun  to  be 
discouraged  as  to  the  result  of 
this  case.  The  remedies  soon 
after  seemed  to  make  an  impres- 
sion. The  first  relief  was  obtain- 
ed from  leeches.  By  a  steady 
perseverance  in  the  use  of  this 
application,  with  very  extensive 
blistering,  and  irritation  of  a  great 
surface  of  skin  by  stimulating  fric- 
tions; with  the  internal  use  of  Sul- 
phate of  Iron,  she  is  relieved  of 
the  pain,  and  is  recovering  her 
strength. 

Neuralgia  of  the  Uterus,  successful' 
ly  treated. 

Mrs.    is  32  years  of  age. 

She  possesses  naturally  a  strong 
constitution,  and  has  had  but  little 
interruption  of  health  at  any  time, 
previous  to  her  present  illness. 
She  has  been  accustomed  to  great 
activity  in  domestic  affairs,  and 
occasionally  has  exerted  strength 
beyond  the  bounds  of  prudence. 
She  was  married  in  18 — ,  and  has 
since  become  the  mother  of  four 
children,  who  are  all  distinguished 
for  sound,  vigorous  health.  Her 
confinements  have  been  short,  and 
in  all  respects  such  as  females  of 
the  best  health,  and  of  the  most 
regular  habits  have  been  favored 
with.  In  January  of  the  present 
year,  she  miscarried  at  the  period 
of  eleven  weeks.  The  cause  of 
this  misfortune  was  attributed  at 
the  time  to  over-exertion.  More 
than  a  year  before,  she  had  strain- 
ed herself  by  lifting  a  person  in 
sickness.  In  October  or  Novem- 
ber previous  to  the  accident  re- 
ferred to,  she  exerted  herself  un- 
usually twice  or  three  times,  lift- 


ing weights  which  occasioned  sen- 
sible weakness.  From  the  com- 
mencement of  her  pregnancy,  she 
had  complained  more  or  less  of 
pains  in  the  back  and  bowels,  and 
in  other  respects  was  subject  to 
unpleasant  sensations,  such  as  she 
had  not  before  experienced  under 
similar  circumstances.  These 
pains  increased,  and  in  the  early 
part  of   ,  18 — ,  she  mis- 
carried. The  usual  symptoms 
attending  such  an  event  were  very 
favorable,  and  she  had  the  pros- 
pect of  recovery  ;  but  the  pain 
and  weakness  of  her  back  and 
other  parts  were  not  subdued. 
As  soon  as  it  was  thought  expe- 
dient by  the  attending  physician, 
she  rode  out,  and  in  one  instance 
evidently  took  cold.  lajmediate- 
ly  following  this  was  a  severe  at- 
tack of  pain  throughout  the  region 
of  the  uterus  and  the  parts  adja- 
cent, which  lasted  for  several 
days,  and  was  ultimately  reduced 
only  by  the  application  of  the  most 
powerful  remedies.  After  she 
had  recovered  from  this  attack, 
she  was  better  a  short  time,  but 
she  had  another  relapse,  which 
was  treated  in  the  same  manner 
as  before,  except  that  she  was 
not  bled.  Warm  fomentations, 
poultices,  blisters,  and  opiates  of 
various  kinds,  with  occasional  ca- 
thartics, were  the  remedies  ap- 
plied. Thus,  she  continued  suf- 
fering frequent  relapses,  as  the 
weather  was  more  or  less  favora- 
ble to  health  and  exercise  in  the 
open  air  through  the  winter  and 
spring  months.  Through  the 
whole  time  since  her  miscarriage, 
her  periodical  discharges  have 
been  regular,  and  such  as  are 
usual  in  time  of  health.  Every 
part  of  her  frame  has  seemed  to 
convalesce,  except  her  back, 
which  remains  weak  and  subject 
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to  frequent  pains,  attended  some- 
times with  a  slight  burning  sensa- 
tion, and  a  glow  of  heat  shooting 
into  the  extremities. 

A  pain  in  the  left  side  and 
breast  has  troubled  her  frequent- 
ly, in  addition  to  what  is  stated 
above. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  the 
patient  when  I  saw  her.  Her 
appearance  was  not  that  of  an  in- 
valid, yet  she  suffered  very  severe 
and  constantly-repeated  parox- 
ysms of  pain.  Walking  distressed 
her  extremely,  so  that  for  months 
she  had  walked  only  a  few  steps 
at  one  time;  riding  she  bore  well. 
She  was  never  wholly  free  from 
pain.  It  occurred  in  paroxysms, 
frequently  repeated  through  the 
day,  and  u^as  most  severe  about 
the  catamenial  period.  The  pain 
seemed  to  begin  in  the  uterus. 
The  lower  part  of  the  spine  was 
almost  equally  affected.  An 
eminent  practitioner  attributed 
the  symptoms,  as  described  to 
him,  to  prolapsus  uteri.  There 
was  in  fact  no  prolapsus. 

The  course  I  recommended 
was,  first,  repose  ;  second,  eight 
to  ten  leeches  to  the  os  sacrum, 
every  other  day,  for  fifteen  days  ; 
then  to  omit  fifteen  days,  and 
blister  in  the  interval,  avoiding 
the  catamenial  period  ;  third,  a 
sparing,  vegetable  regimen  ; 
fourth,  three  grains  of  Sulphate 
of  Iron,  three  times  a  day. 

Under  this  course,  she  regular- 
ly improved  for  two  months,  when 
the  leeches  and  blistering  were 
omitted.  The  Iron  was  continued 
for  six  months,  when  I  had  the 
sstisfaction  of  hearing  of  her  per- 
fect health. 

This  disease  was  brought  on 
principally  by  exposure  to  cold, 
soon  after  the  miscarriage. 


Obstinate  Neuralgia  of  the  Uterus, 
from  Exposure  to  Cold  and  Moist- 
ure during  Catamenia, 

Mrs.  R.,  aged  30,  the  wife  of  an 
intelligent  clergyman,  on  a  mission 
to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  is  the 
subject  of  this  case.  While  re- 
siding at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  in 
the  year  ,  she,  with  her  hus- 
band and  others,  crossing  from  one 
Island  to  another  in  an  open  boat, 
was  exposed  to  a  heavy  rain,  while 
laboring  under  the  periodical  in- 
disposition. She,  in  consequence, 
had  a  smart  attack  of  fever,  last- 
ing about  three  weeks,  and  was 
left  by  it  with  the  peculiar  affec- 
tion to  be  described.  This  con- 
sisted in  an  acute  darting  pain, 
beginning  within  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  at  the  lower  and  middle 
part,  and  extending  and  shooting 
into  the  os  sacrum,  and  down  the 
back  part  of  the  thighs;  forwards, 
also,  into  the  region  of  the  os  pu- 
bis and  groins.  This  pain  was 
attended  with  a  violent  straining 
and  bearing  down,  like  the  pain 
of  parturition.  The  suffering  was 
most  distressing.  It  deprived  her 
of  appetite,  broke  up  her  repose, 
caused  derangement  of  the  diges- 
tive organs,  and  great  emaciation. 
She  rarely  sat  up,  but  passed 
nearly  the  whole  time  in  the  ho- 
rizontal posture,  any  other  position 
being  insupportable.  At  some 
times  she  could  not  bear  the 
slightest  movement  without  pain; 
and  not  only  muscular  motion,  but 
also  noise  and  light  excited  suffer- 
ing. The  paroxysms  were  most 
severe  before  and  during  the  pe- 
riod of  the  monthly  indisposition  ; 
for  she  continued  to  be  regular  in 
this  particular,  with  an  interrup- 
tion at  the  first  period  of  disease. 
When  free  from  pain,  she  was 
cheerful,  very  conversible,  '^nd 
being  extremely  intelligent,  was 
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a  very  agreeable  person.  Her 
sufferings  had  in  no  degree  impair- 
ed her  intellectual  powers,  al- 
though they  had  continued,  at  the 
tinae  she  fell  under  my  examination, 
for  more  than  two  years.  On  the 
invasion  of  this  complaint,  she  had 
various  bleedings  and  other  reme- 
dies administered;  but  when  these 
proved  ineffectual,  her  usefulness 
being  found  to  be  at  an  end,  and 
that  of  her  husband  greatly  em- 
barrassed, by  the  attention  which, 
in  that  remote  region,  she  could 
receive  from  no  other  person,  it 
was  decided  that  they  should  re- 
turn to  England,  their  native  coun- 
try. A  ship  of  the  United  States 
presenting  at  the  time,  they  em- 
barked in  her,  and  arrived  at 
New-Bedford,  fifty  miles  from 
Boston. 

After  she  reached  Boston,  and 
ray  advice  was  desired,  having 
heard  her  history  and  considered 
her  general  aspect,  I  was  led  to 
suspect  the  existence  of  an  or- 
ganic disease  of  the  uterus.  To 
such  an  opinion,  however,  there 
presented  some  objections.  On 
placing  the  hand  on  the  abdomen, 
no  tumor  or  induration  could  be 
discovered  ;  there  was  no  unnatu- 
ral discharge  ;  the  monthly  eva- 
cuation, though  suppressed  at 
first,  was  now  as  it  should  be. 
Being  at  a  loss  how  I  should  re- 
gard and  treat  her  disease,  I  re- 
quested an  examination,  which 
was  assented  to  immediately.  On 
executing  this  part  of  my  duty,  I 
ascertained  that  the  os  uteri,  and 
all  the  organs  in  its  vicinity,  were 
perfectly  free  from  any  change  of 
structure,  and  that  they  exhibited 
no  morbid  sensibility.  My  exa- 
mination convinced  me  that  no  or- 
ganic lesion  existed  in  any  part 
within  reach  of  this  investigation. 
More  at  a  loss  than  ever  to  deter- 


mine the  true  nature  of  this  dis- 
ease, I  requested  the  advice  of 
my  friend  and  colleague,  Dr. 
Jackson.  He,  after  a  careful 
observation  of  her  symptoms, 
agreed  with  me  that  the  case 
was  an  anomalous  affection  of  a 
nervous  character.  We  deter- 
mined to  recommend  the  frequent 
application  of  leeches,  as  near  as 
possible  to  the  seat  of  pain  ;  to 
employ  vesication  of  the  abdomen, 
and  the  internal  use  of  Hemlock. 
The  leeches  gave  relief;  the  oth- 
er remedies  none.  The  pains 
were  so  severe  as  to  require  the 
almost  daily  use  of  opium,  though 
I  resisted  the  employment  of  this 
medicine  as  much  as  possible,  and 
the  patient  herself  was  anxious  to 
avoid  contracting  the  habit  of  re- 
sorting constantly  to  it.  I  will 
not  detail  all  the  various  remedies 
employed  to  remove  or  mitigate 
this  affection.  Mercury  I  did  not 
use,  because  it  had  been  previous- 
ly administered  with  bad  conse- 
quences. Local  applications  in 
the  form  of  lotions,  fomentations, 
and  injections,  gave  no  relief,  ex- 
cepting that  the  paroxysms  were 
sometimes  mitigated  by  injections 
of  the  rectum,  with  considerable 
doses  of  a  watery  solution  of  opi- 
um. Among  other  articles,  she 
very  freely,  and  for  a  long  time, 
tried  the  Carbonate  of  Iron  ; 
though  I  did  not,  at  the  period  I 
advised  it,  consider  her  case  as  a 
proper  Neuralgia  ;  and  it  was  not 
till  sometime  after  that  I  was  led 
to  adopt  this  opinion. 

After  she  had  remained  in  Bos- 
ton four  or  five  months,  the  prose- 
cution of  the  voyage  to  Great  Bri- 
tain was  thought  of ;  and  I  assent- 
ed to  it,  with  the  hope  that  the 
change  of  climate  might  be  useful. 
It  was  arranged  that  she  should 
embark  at  New-York,  but  whe- 
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ther  she  could  bear  the  movement 
of  a  carriage  was  very  doubtful, 
as  she  had  not  quitted  her  room 
for  a  number  of  months.  The 
experiment  was  made,  by  convey- 
ing her  about  six  miles  on  her 
journey,  to  the  house  of  a  benevo- 
lent gentleman,  who  invited  her 
to  his  family  ;  but  on  her  reaching 
this  house,  she  was  unable  to  pro- 
ceed further.  Her  diseasebecame 
more  alarming;  she  could  no  longer 
leave  her  bed  ;  the  slightest  agi- 
tation of  mind  or  body  caused  in- 
tense suffering  ;  even  when  I  vi- 
sited her,  she  could  with  difficulty 
converse  with  me  and  answer  my 
questions.  She  appeared  on  the 
verge  of  dissolution.  Having  oc- 
casion to  visit  Philadelphia,  I  left 
her,  without  the  expectation  of 
seeing  her  again.  On  ray  return 
through  New-York,  I  met  in  the 
street  her  husband,  the  Rev.  Mr. 

 ,  who  informed  me  that  Mrs. 

 had  been  able  to  reach  this 

city,  and  was  on  the  point  of  em- 
barking for  England.  I  imme- 
diately visited  her  ;  and  the  visit 
was  as  unexpected  to  the  lady,  as 
it  was  agreeable  to  me  ;  for  I 
found  her  much  recruited,  and 
able  to  prosecute  her  voyage  with 
some  hope  of  advantage. 

They  safely  reached  England  ; 
and  some  months  after,  I  had  the 
satisfaction  of  receiving  a  letter 

from  the  Rev.  Mr.  ,  by  which 

I  learnt  that  my  patient  had  much 
improved;  that  her  complaint  had 
been  thought  by  eminent  English 
physicians  to  be  an  affection  of  the 
spine,  or  spinal  marrow  ;  and  that 
he  believed  they  would  soon  be 
able  to  return  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  the  land  of  their  hopes 
and  labors.  This  agreeable  in- 
telligence was  soon  clouded  by 
information  that  she  had  relapsed 
into  her  former  suffering  condition, 


and  that  there'was  no  remaining 
expectation  of  her  recovery  ;  and 
this  is  the  latest  account  I  have 
received. 

When^the  peculiar^situation  of 
the  pain  in  this  case  is  considered; 
its  occurrence  in  paroxysms,  like 
other  neuralgias  ;  its  extension  to 
the  nerves  of  the  vicinity  ;  the 
bearing  down  through  the  centre 
of  the  pelvis;  the  circumstances 
of  its  first  appearance, — that  is, 
the  condition  of  the  uterus  at  the 
time,  and  the  change  afterwards  ; 
its  obstinacy  ;  the  absence  of  any 
discharge,  and  of  any  organic  de- 
rangement in  the  part  affected,  or 
its  neighborhood,  I  think  we  may 
venture  to  consider  this  to  be  a 
genuine  and  severe  neuralgia  of 
the  uterus.  Cases  of  a  milder 
character  have  occasionally  pre- 
sented themselves  to  my  notice. 


II. 

Atrocious  Murders  in  Edinburgh. 

(Concluded  from  p.  118.) 

Hare's  wife  was  the  next  witness 
called.  She  was  told  by  the 
Court,  that  she  would  be  free  from 
harm,  if  she  spoke  the  truth.  She 
detailed  the  circumstances  of  the 
quarrel  (or  pretended  quarrel)  be- 
tween Burke  and  her  husband,  in 
which  the  old  woman  was  puyhed 
down.  Saw  Burke  get  upon  the 
old  woman's  breast,  and  M'Dougal 
and  witness  then  ran  into  the  pas- 
sage. Had  some  suspicion  of  what 
Burke  was  about,  as  she  had  seen 
some  tricks  of  the  same  kind  done  ; 
in  the  course  of  the  afternooi* 
M'Dougal  came  and  said  to  wit- 
ness there  was  a  shot  in  the  house  ; 
she  did  not  say  what  she  meant  by 
a  shot,  but  she  said  that  her  hus- 
band had  fetched  her  from  a  shop  ; 
M^Dougal  told  her  at  the  same 
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time  she  used  the  term  shot,  that 
it  was  a  womnn  ;  she  did  not  say 
expressly  they  were  to  murder  the 
woman,  but  witness  understood  that 
to  be  her  meaning,  as  she  had  heard 
such  a  meaning  used  to  the  term 
before  ;  Burke  had  given  the  wo- 
man drink  before,  but  he  did  not 
press  liquor  upon  her  ;  she  seemed 
rather  the  worse  for  liquor  ;  stop- 
ped in  Burke's  house  till  between 
four  and  five  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

Mr.  Black,  surgeon  to  the  Po- 
lice establishment,  and  Professor 
Christison,  had  examined  the  body, 
and  were  of  opinion  that  the  woman 
had  died  from  suffocation,  but  the 
appearances  did  not  justify  a  posi- 
tive medical  opinion.  There  were 
only  suspicions  that  the  death  had 
been  caused  by  violence,  though 
the  appearance  of  the  body  would 
indicate  it,  and  that  death  had  been 
caused  in|  thej|manner  related  by 
Hare  and  his  wife,  by  throttling, 
by  applying  the  pressure  of  the 
hand  under  the  chin,  throwing  the 
head  back,  and  preventing  air  get- 
ting access  to  the  lungs. 

The  declarations  which  were 
emitted  were  then  read.  Burke 
described  himself  as  a  native  of 
Ireland;  that  he  has  been  ten  years 
in  Edinburgh  ;  is  a  shoemaker  ;  and 
lived  with  Elizabeth  M'Dougal, 
but  was  not  married  to  her.  He 
pretended  to  account  for  the  dead 
body  being  in  his  house,  by  saying 
it  was  brought  there  by  a  porter. 

The  Lord  Advocate  then  address- 
ed the  Jury  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown.  He|  contended  that  the 
case  against  Burke  was  completely 
n^ade  out.  With  regard  to  M'D ou- 
gal,  that  she  had  a  previous  know- 
ledge of  the  intended  crime,  which 
was?  evinced  by  the  statement  she 
made  to  Mrs.  Hare,  that  they  had 
a     shct  in  the  house  for  the  doc- 


tors together  with  her  offering 
a  bribe  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hare,  to 
conceal  what  they  knew  ;  and,  in 
fine,  she  was  so  connected  with  the 
foul  deed,  that  he  was  entitled  to 
ask  a  verdict  against  her  also. 

The  Dean  of  Faculty  (Sir  J. 
Moncrieff)  made  an  ingenious  de- 
fence on  behalf  of  Burke.  He 
would  admit  that  the  old  woman 
had  lost  her  life,  and  that  the  body 
was  taken  by  Burke  to  Surgeons'- 
square  ;  but  he  submitted  that  it 
was  not  made  out  that  she  had  lost 
her  life  by  violence.  The  medical 
gentlemen  could  only  state  their 
suspicions  as  to  the  probable  cause 
of  death.  Having  alluded  to 
M'Dougal  offering  to  bribe  the 
Grays  to  silence,  as  not  being  evi- 
dence against  Burke,  he  proceeded 
to  remark,  that  concealment  was  a 
natural  consequence  from  the  trade 
he  followed ;  and  the  fact  of  selling 
the  body  proved  nothing  but  having 
got  possession  of  a  subject,  which 
he  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the 
profession  he  was  pursuing.  The 
learned  Baronet  argued,  that  the 
evidence  of  Alston  demolished  the 
evidence  of  Hare  and  his  wife, 
supposing  any  reliance  could  be 
placed  upon  so  despicable  a  pair. 
It  was  true,  he  had  heard  a  noise 
in  Burke's  house,  and  the  sound  as 
of  a  person  strangling;  but,  accord- 
ing to  Hare,  that  sound  could  not 
have  proceeded  from  the  woman. 
Would  it  not  be  hard  to  find  a  man 
guilty  of  murder  upon  such  slight 
and  contradictory  evidence  ? 

Mr.  Cockburn  made  a  powerful 
appeal  in  behalf  of  the  female  pri- 
soner. Surely  no  reliance  could  be 
placed  upon  the  character  of  such 
wretches  as  Hare  and  his  wife. 
Their  character  was  written  in 
letters  of  blood,  that  never  could 
be  effaced  from  the  recollection  of 
all  who  heard  their  horrid  and 
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heartlessly  detailed  narrative. 
Could  the  Jury  conceive  an  acces- 
sary to  murder  worthy  of  credit? — 
and  yet  the  law  made  him  an  ad- 
missible witness.  Here  was  a 
monster  made  the  chief  evidence 
to  prove  a  murder — who  had  told 
he  sat  on  a  chair,  within  a  yard  of 
the  murder  and  murderer,  and 
raised  not  an  arm^  uttered  not  a 
cry,  to  save  the  unhappy  victim. 
Which,  he  would  ask,  w^as  the  most 
guilty — the  cool,  cold-blooded  spec- 
tator of  a  foul  murder,  or  the  phren- 
zied  actor  in  it  ?  The  learned  ad- 
vocate forcibly  animadverted  upon 
Hare  having  declined  to  answer  the 
questions  he  had  put  to  him.  To 
the  questions — whether  he  had  been 
concerned  in  other  murders  ?  whe- 
ther he  had  been  connected  with  a 
murder  committed  in  his  house  in 
October  last he  had  declined  giv- 
ing any  answer.  These  detested 
beings  had  not  merely  been  acces- 
saries to  one  murder,  but  the  guilt 
of  many  murders  hung  upon  them. 
The  miserable  wretches  had  been 
that  very  day  brought  from  jail,  to 
which  they  would  be  again  consign- 
ed, if  they  failed  to  make  the  Jury 
believe  their  story.  They  had 
heard  the  evidence — they  had  seen 
the  squalid  wretch — who  was  the 
very  picture  of  poverty  and  vice, 
state,  his  traffic  was  to  deal  in  dead 
bodies — a  traffic  as  revolting  to 
correct  feeling  as  his  will  was  prof- 
ligate. His  learned  friend  had 
surely  little  skill  in  physiognomy, 
or  he  would  never  have  put  the 
woman  into  the  box,  on  whose 
countenance  every  evil  passion  was 
imprinted.  She  stood  there,  a  pic- 
ture of  hard-hearted  insensibility, 
with  a  miserable  child  in  her  arms, 
and,  instead  of  casting  upon  it  a 
look  of  maternal  kindness,  seemed 
to  eye  it  only  in  a  manner  that  add- 
ed to  the  malignity  of  her  counte- 


nance. He  would  say,  without 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  he  ne- 
ver had,  in  the  course  of  his  prac- 
tice, seen  such  wretches  placed 
in  the  witness-box.  Their  evidence 
had  had  no  legal  corroboration. 
Without  these,  there  were  doubts 
in  the  case,  of  which  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Jury,  fearless  of  cla- 
mor, to  let  the  prisoner  have  the 
benefit. 

The  Lord  Justice  Clerk  began 
his  charge  to  the  Jury  at  six  o'clock 
on  Thursday  morning,  and  finished 
about  half  past  eight.  After  re- 
viewing the  evidence  generally,  he 
proceeded  to  comment  upon  that 
of  Hare  and  his  \vife.  They  had 
been  told  of  the  Hares  being  con- 
nected with  other  murders,  for 
which  they  might  be  brought  to 
trial.  With  what  murders  they 
might  be  chargeable  he  did  not 
know;  but  it  was  unfounded  in  law 
to  say,  that  these  two  persons  were 
liable  to  be  tried  for  the  other  two 
murders  contained  in  the  indict- 
ment. These  individuals,  who 
were  under  the  protection  of  the 
Court,  had  been  called  as  accom- 
plices, and  their  evidence  was  ad- 
missible ;  but  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Jury  to  sift  that  evidence. 
Slight  contradictions  in  minute 
particulars,  if  they  agreed  in  the 
main  facts,  only  tended  to  confirm 
the  accuracy  of  the  whole.  He 
admitted  in  one  instance  they  would 
have  rather  a  difficult  task,  to  re- 
concile the  distinct  statement  made 
by  Alston  as  to  what  he  heard,  and 
the  evidence  of  the  Hares.  Their 
statement  as  to  the  fighting  was 
corroborated  by  a  great  number  of 
the  other  witnesses;  but  they  went 
on  to  state  that  the  old  woman  cried 
out  "  murder,"  and  went  into  the 
passage  to  call  for  the  police,  and 
was  brought  back  by  no  one.  With 
respect  to  M'Dougal,  if  the  evi- 
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dence  was  to  be  believed,  she  had 
been  an  accessary  before  the  com- 
mission of  the  crime,  during  its 
commission,  and  after  it  was  com- 
mitted ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  he 
seemed  to  consider  the  libel  as 
made  out  upon  both  panels. 

The  Jury,  after  having  been  en- 
closed for  fifty  minutes,  returned 
a  verdict,  finding  William  Burke 
guilty  of  the  murder  ;  in  regard  to 
Helen  M'Dougal,  they  found  the 
libel  Not  Proven  ;  which  implies 
that  she  is  dismissed,  not  because 
she  is  innocent,  but  because  her 
guilt  is  not  satisfactorily  estab- 
lished. 

The  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  in 
thanking  the  Jury  for  their  anxious 
and  patient  attention  to  the  case 
during  twenty-four  hours,  said  he 
believed  they  must  have  had  good 
grounds  for  the  doubts  of  which 
they  had  given  M*Dougal  the  be- 
nefit. 

Lords  Meadowbank  and  Mac- 
kenzie suggested  that  the  prisoner 
should  suffer  death  on  the  28th  of 
January,  and  his  body  be  dissect- 
ed ;  and  expressed,  in  eloquent 
terms,  the  horror  they  felt  at  the 
monstrous  exhibition  of  atrocity 
just  disclosed. 

He  then  addressed  the  prisoner 
M'Dougal,  and  warned  her  that 
the  Jury  had  not  pronounced  a 
verdict  of  Not  Guilty,  but  only  a 
verdict  of  Not  Proven,  which  did 
not  clear  her  character.  Whe- 
ther she  was  guilty  of  the  crimes 
of  which  she  had  been  charged, 
was  only  known  to  God  and  her 
own  conscience. 

The  scene  was  altogether  aw- 
ful and  impressive.  Burke  stood 
up  with  unshaken  firmness.  Not 
a  muscle  of  his  features  was  dis- 
composed during  ihe  solemn  ad- 
dress of  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk 
consigning  him  to  his  doom.  The 


female  prisoner  was  much  agitat- 
ed, and  was  drowned  in  tears  dur- 
ing the  whole  course  of  this  me- 
lancholy procedure. 

ADDITIONAL  PARTICULARS. 

After  the  trial,  Burke  and 
M'Dougal  were  removed  to  the 
lock-up-house,  whither  Hare  and 
his  wife  had  been  conve}'ed  after 
giving  their  evidence.  They  were 
detained  there  until  four  o'clock 
on  Friday  morning,  when  Burke, 
Hare,  and  his  wife,  were  taken 
to  the  gaol  ;  M'Dougal  was  libe- 
rated that  night,  having  been  only 
detained  in  the  lock-up-house  for 
her  personal  protection.  She 
immediately  returned  to  her  old 
den,  the  scene  of  so  many  mur- 
ders. On  Saturday  evening,  she 
incautiously  ventured  out  to  a 
neighboring  shop  for  whiskey  :  and 
being  recognized,  a  mob  assem- 
bled, and  she  would  certainly  have 
fallen  a  sacrifice  to  their  fury,  had 
not  the  police,  by  great  exertions, 
got  her  into  the  watch-house, 
whence  she  escaped  in  man's 
clothes,  through  a  back  window. 

In  the  course  of  his  trial,  Burke 
asked  when  he  would  get  dinner; 
and  being  informed  it  would  be 
about  six,  he  begged  that  he  might 
have  a  biscuit  or  two,  as  he  would 
lose  his  appetite  before  that  time. 
Before  the  Jury  retired,  and  dur- 
ing the  time  they  were  enclosed, 
he  endeavored  to  prepare  the 
mind  of  M'Dougal  for  her  fate  ; 
as,  from  the  address  of  the  Lord 
Justice  Clerk,  he  supposed  she 
would  be  found  guilty  ;  in  the 
view  of  which,  he  gave  her  di- 
rections how  she  should  conduct 
herself,  desiring  her  to  look  at  and 
observe  him  while  the  Lord  Jus- 
tice Clerk  was  pronouncing  sen- 
tence. When  the  Jury  returned 
with  their  verdict,  they  mention- 
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ed  first  that  they  found  the  libel 
against  M'Dougal  not  proven.  He 
was  immediately  heard  coolly  to 
exclaim,  Nelly,  you  are  out  of 
the  scrape."  After  the  Lord 
Justice  Clerk's  address  to  him, 
he  was  very  anxious  that  permis- 
sion should  be  given  to  M'Dougal 
to  remain  a  day  or  two  in  the 
lock-up-house,  for  her  personal 
protection.  On  his  way  from  the 
Court  to  the  lock-up-house,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  Hare  was 
seized  with  a  fit  of  fiendish  mer- 
riment, exulting,  jeering,  and 
laughing,  at  his  own  fancied  es- 
cape, while  Burke  was  likely  to 
be  caught  in  the  noose  ;  but  we 
have  not  heard  whether  he  dis- 
played the  same  jocularity  on  his 
way  to  the  Calton-hill.  His  wife 
appeared  to  be  in  all  respects 
worthy  of  her  husband.  While 
giving  her  evidence,  she  had  in 
her  arms  a  child,  ill  of  hooping 
cough,  and  altogether  the  picture 
of  abject  misery  and  disease  ;  but 
instead  of  treating  it  with  that 
maternal  tenderness  which  even 
the  tigress  shows  for  her  whelps, 
she  seemed  to  regard  it  with 
aversion  and  hatred,  shaking  and 
squeezing  it,  whenever  the  cough 
seized  it,  with  the  expression  of 
fury  in  her  countenance.  Burke 
has  manifested  some  compunction 
since  his  sentence,  and  it  is  hoped 
he  will  not  die  without  making  a 
full  confession  of  his  numerous 
crimes.  Hare,  he  says,  is  the 
worst  of  the  two,  for  he  murder- 
ed the  first  woman,  and  persuaded 
him  to  join  him  ;  and  Daft  Jamie, 
the  porter,  he  states  to  have  been 
murdered  by  Hare  and  his  wife, 
though  he  admits  he  received  part 
of  the  money  for  the  body.  Hare 
and  his  wife  are  closely  confined 
in  separate  cells,  and  it  is  expect- 
ed will  yet  be  brought  to  trial, 


from  the  activity  of  the  law  offi- 
cers and  police.  A  servant  girl 
of  Hare's,  who  was  cited  as  a 
witness,  and  had  absconded,  has 
been  brought  back  to  Edinburgh. 
M'Dougal  has  offered  to  give 
evidence  against  Hare. 

It  is  thought  that  Hare,  even 
while  in  the  witness-box,  would 
have  confessed  not  merely  a  know- 
ledge of,  but  to  having  had  a  prin- 
cipal share  in,  several  murders, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  caution  of 
the  Court.  In  fact,  he  was  dis- 
posed to  be  extremely  communi- 
cative, and  apparently  had  no  idea 
that  anything  he  had  stated  was  at 
all  remarkable  or  extraordinary. 
Daft  Jamie  was  murdered  in 
Hare's  house,  and  he  has  men- 
tioned some  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  destruction  of  this 
poor  man.  Jamie  was  enticed 
into  Hare's  house  by  Burke,  the 
usual  decoy-duck  in  this  traffic  of 
blood  (the  appearance  of  Hare 
himself  being  so  inexpressibly  hi- 
deous that  it  would  have  scared 
even  the  poor  ideot,  Jamie,)  and 
he  was  plied  with  liquor  for  a 
considerable  time.  At  first  he 
refused  to  imbibe  a  single  drop  ; 
but  by  dint  of  coaxing  and  perse- 
verance, they  at  last  induced  him 
to  take  a  little;  and,  after  he  once 
took  a  little,  they  found  almost  no 
difficulty  in  inducing  him  to  take 
more.  At  length,  however,  he 
became  overpowered,  and  laying 
himself  down  on  the  floor,  he  fell 
asleep.  Burke,  who  was  anxious- 
ly watching  his  opportunity,  then 
said  to  Hare,  "  Shall  I  do  it  now  ?" 
To  which  Hare  replied,  *'  He  is 
too  strong  for  you  yet  ;  you  had 
better  let  him  alone  for  a  while." 
Both  of  the  ruffians  seem  to  have 
been  afraid  of  the  physical  strength 
which  they  knew  the  poor  crea- 
ture possessed,  and  of  the  use  he 
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would  make  of  it  if  prematurely 
roused.  Burke  accordingly  wait- 
ed a  little  ;  but  getting  impatient 
to  accoujpUsh  his  object,  he  sud- 
denly threw  himself  upon  Jamie, 
and  attempted  to  strangle  him. 
This  roused  the  poor  creature  ; 
and,  muddled  as  he  was  with  li- 
quor and  sleep,  he  threw  Burke 
off,  and  got  on  his  feet,  when  a 
desperate  struggle  took  place, 
and  Jamie  bit  Burke  so  severely 
that  a  cancer  ensued,  which,  in 
all  probability,  would  hereafter 
have  terminated  his  days.  Burke 
was  about  to  be  overpowered, 
when  he  called  out  furiously  to 
Hare  to  assist  him.  This  Flare 
did  by  tripping  up  Jamie's  heels  ; 
after  which  both  of  the  ruffians 
got  upon  him,  and  at  length,  though 
not  even  then  without  the  greatest 
difficulty,  succeeded  in  strangling 
him.  The  circumstances  of  the 
murder  of  the  poor  old  woman 
Campbell  appear  on  the  trial. 
The  other  charge  is  that  of  the 
girl  Paterson,  who,  with  a  com- 
panion, Janet  Brown,  had  been 
discharged  from  the  Canongate 
police-office  on  the  9th  of  April. 
They  went  to  a  spirit-shop,  where 
they  met  Burke,  who  treated 
them,  and  invited  them  home  to 
the  house  of  Constantine  Burke, 
a  scavenger,  in  the  Canongate. 
This  Burke  went  out  to  his  em- 
ployment. After  they  had  been 
drinking  for  some  time,  a  quarrel, 
as  usual,  commenced  between 
Burke  and  his  wife,  and  Janet 
Brown,  frightened,  quitted  the 
house,  leaving  Paterson  asleep  in 
one  of  the  beds.  In  twenty  mi- 
nutes she  returned  for  her  com- 
panion, and  was  told  she  was  gone. 
The  horrid  deed  had  by  that  time 
been  effected,  and  the  same  af- 
t'errioon  the  body  was  taken  to  the 
dissecting-room  and  disposed  of 


for  SI.  The  appearance  of  this 
body  (says  the  Edinburgh  Cou- 
rant)  which  was  quite  fresh,  which 
had  not  even  begun  to  grow  stiff, 
of  which  the  face  was  settled  and 
pleasant,  without  any  expression 
of  pain,  awakened  suspicions,  and 
Burke  was  hardly  questioned  as 
to  where  he  procured  it.  He 
easily  framed  some  plausible  ex- 
cuse, that  he  had  purchased  it 
from  the  house  where  she  died, 
which  silenced  all  further  suspi- 
cion. This  gang  of  murderers 
found  it  necessary  at  times  to  de- 
ceive the  anatomists  into  a  belief 
that  the  subjects  sold  had  come 
from  a  distance.  It  is  reported 
that  an  elderly  woman,  belonging 
to  the  Grassmarket,  who  gained 
a  livelihood  by  washing,  and  who 
was  employed  for  that  purpose 
by  Burke,  was  murdered  by  him 
about  fourteen  days  previous  to 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Campbell,  and 
that  the  body  was  packed  up  to 
represent  a  bale  of  goods  coming 
from  the  country.  Also,  that  in 
the  course  of  the  autumn  a  poor 
Irish  mendicant  and  her  son,  a  lad 
of  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of  age, 
and  of  weak  intellect,  were  mur- 
dered. The  female  was  bereaved 
of  life  by  Burke  when  lying  asleep 
on  the  straw  in  the  corner  so  often 
described  ;  she  was  stripped,  and 
put  into  a  herring-barrel  among 
brine  ;  while  Hare  strangled  the 
lad  over  his  knees,  by  the  fire- 
side, and  thrust  the  corpse  into 
the  cask  above  his  mother. 

In  is  stated  that  Hare  has  con- 
fessed having  been  concerned  in 
no  less  than  twelve  different  acts 
of  murder,  in  some  of  which  he 
was  the  principal,  and  in  others 
an  accessary  ;  and  that  he  knew 
of  another,  in  which,  however, 
he  was  not  a  party.  The  Ca/e- 
donlan  Mercury  says — "  We  have 
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learned  from  good  authority  that 
Burke  admits  having  sold  in  all 
(we  shall  not  say  to  whom)  from 
30  to  35  uninterred  bodies  during 
the  last  two  years.  The  wretch 
has  also  admitted  that  he  was  not 
a  resurrectionist — that  neither 
Hare  nor  himself  was  ever  by  the 
side  of  a  grave  in  a  churchyard 
for  the  purpose  of  plundering  it — 
and  that  the  bodies  they  disposed 
of  were  bodies  which  had  never 
been  interred.  If  it  be  true,  then, 
as  Burke  now  states,  that  in  the 
course  of  the  last  two  years  he 
sold  to  one  individual  from  thirty 
to  forty  uninterred  bodies,  the 
conclusion  is  inevitable,  that  he 
and  his  associates  must  have  com- 
mitted as  many  murders  !  Nor 
are  there  wanting  other  circum- 
stances tending  to  corroborate  this 
terrific  suspicion,  to  give  it  no 
stronger  epithet.  It  has  been 
remarked,  that  numbers  of  the 
unfortunate  females  upon  the 
town  have  lately  disappeared,  no 
one  knew  how.  Natural  deaths 
have  become  rarer  among  that 
class ;  and  for  some  time  past  the 
interment  of  one  of  them  has 
scarcely  been  heard  of.  Aban- 
doned by  the  relatives  and  friends 
whom  they  dishonored,  and  ex- 
cluded from  all  notice  or  regard 
by  the  virtuous  part  of  society, 
there  was  none  to  inquire  what 
had  become  of  them.  Connect- 
ing this  circumstance  with  the 
exuvice  found  in  the  den  of  murder 
occupied  by  Burke,  the  conviction 
has  been  strengthened  that  the 
greatest  number  of  his  victims 
were  selected  from  this  degraded 
class.  In  Burke's  house,  howe- 
ver, there  are  appearances  visi- 
ble which  must  impress  every 
one  with  a  persuasion  that  others 
besides  Docherty  have  been  sac- 
rificed   under    the    same  roof. 
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Bloody  straw  in  a  corner,  a  heap 
of  bloody  clothes  on  the  floor,  and 
a  pile  of  old  boots  and  shoes, 
amounting  to  several  dozens  (for 
which  the  miscreant's  pretended 
trade  of  a  shoemaker  can  never 
account)  seem  to  us  strong  indi- 
cations that  the  den  of  the  mon- 
ster now  so  justly  condemned  to 
die,  has  been  the  scene  of  mani- 
fold murders. 

The  two  houses  inhabited  by 
this  gang  were  well  chosen  for 
the  purposes  to  which  they  were 
intended.  Burke's  dwelling,  ii) 
which  he  has  only  resided  since 
about  the  month  of  June  last,  is  at 
the  end  of  a  long  passage,  and  is 
separated  from  every  other  house 
except  one.  After  going  through 
a  close  from  the  street,  there  is 
a  descent  by  a  stair  to  the  passage, 
at  the  end  of  which  is  to  be  found 
this  habitation  of  wickedness.  It 
consists  of  one  apartment,  an  ob- 
long square,  at  the  end  of  which 
is  a  miserable  bed,  under  which 
is  still  to  be  seen  the  straw]  hn 
which  his  murdered  victims  were 
concealed.  The  house  of  Hare 
is  in  a  still  more  retired  situation. 
The  passage  to  it  is  by  a  dark  and 
dirty  close,  in  which  there  are  no 
inhabitants  except  in  the  flat 
above.  Both  houses  are  on  the 
ground  floor." 


III. 

SELECTIONS. 

Preservation  of  Leeches. 

M.  Hamgre  has,  by  the  follow- 
ing method,  succeeded  in  preserv- 
ing leeches  for  a  considerable 
time  : — They  are  kept  in  small 
barrels,  the  internal  surface  of 
which  has  been  reduced  to  char- 
coal, the  bottom  being  covered 
by  sand,  moss,  and  charcoal.  In 
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summer-time  tlie  water  must  be 
changed  every  eight  days  ;  during 
winter  it  is  sufficient  to  renew  it 
every  sixth  week. 

Journ,  de  Chim.  Med. 

S7mss  Medical  Societies. 
There  exists  at  Zurich  a  very  act- 
ive medical  society,  who  publish  an 
annual  volume  of  transactions,  of 
which  that  for  1828  has  just  appear- 
ed. It  has  invited  the  societies  of 
the  different  Cantons  of  Switzerland 
to  cooperate  in  the  undertaking  ;  the 
proposition  was  accepted  with  ea- 
gerness, and  for  the  future  the  trans- 
actions will  appear  as  does  the  pre- 
sent number,  under  the  title  of 
Transactions  of  the  United  Medical 
Societies  of  Switzerland. 


Prize  Question  on  the  Advantages 
of  Comparative  Anatomy. 

Among  the  subjects  of  prize  essays 
proposed  by  the  Dutch  Society  of 
Science,  of  Haarlem,  (and  which  are 
all  given  in  the  last  number  of  the 
Edinb.  New  Phil.  Jour.)  is  the  fol- 
lowing : — What  are  in  general  the 
advantages  and  illustrations  which, 
since  Haller's  time,  physiology,  or 
the  physical  history  of  man,  has  de- 
rived from  zoology  or  comparative 
anatomy  ?  What  are,  in  particular, 
the  organs  of  the  human  body  that 
have  been  made  better  known  since 
that  period  ;  and  what  are  the  func- 
tions on  which  zoology  and  compa- 
rative anatomy  have  thrown  new 

light  ?   

Dragon  flies  innocuous. 

Nothing  can  be  more  absurd  than 
the  fear  almost  universally  entertain- 
ed of  the  larger  sorts  of  dragon  flies 
(Libellulidse),  which  are  branded 
with  the  erroneous  name  of  horse- 
stingers,  though  the  most  superficial 
examination  will  demonstrate  that 
these  insects  have  not  a  shadow  of  a 
siing:  but  their  jaws  are  large  and 
strong  ;  not  stronger,  however,  than 
these  of  the  Staphylinus,  and  not 
dangerous  in  the  slightest  degree, 
even  to  infants. 


Degree  conferred  on  a  Female, 
The  medical  faculty  of  Marien- 
burg  has  conferred  the  degree  of 
M.D.  on  the  widow  Boivin,  head- 
nurse  and  directress  of  the  hospital 
of  the  Faubourg  St.  Denis,  at  Paris, 
the  authoress  of  a  clever  work  on 
midwifery,  and  other  writings. 

Qualities  of  Glauber  and  Epsom 
Salts. 

Glauber  salts  have  been  consider- 
ed a  more  tonic  aperient  than  Ep- 
som salts.  This  is  accounted  for  by 
the  presence  of  a  little  iron  in  the 
one,  and  the  absence  of  it  in  the 
other.  According  to  the  experiments 
of  Dr.  Davy,  physician  to  the  forces, 
out  of  six  different  specimens  of 
Glauber  salts,  five  were  found  to 
contain  a  small  quantity  of  iron, 
(probably  the  sulphate,)  and  one  only 
to  be  free  from  iron.  The  iron  was 
detected  by  aqua  ammonia,  added  to 
the  salt  in  solution  ;  it  occasioned  a 
yellowish  brown  precipitate.  Epsom 
salts  may,  no  doubt,  be  made  a  tonic, 
by  the  addition  of  a  very  minute 
portion  of  iron,  and  particularly  of 
the  sulphate. 


New  Fidminating  Powder. 
A  German  chemist  has  discover- 
ed, that  by  mixing  two  parts  of  ni- 
trate of  potash,  two  parts  of  neutral 
carbonate  of  potash,  one  part  of  sul- 
phur, and  six  of  sea  salt,  all  finely 
pulverized,  a  fulminating  powder  of 
the  greatest  strength  is  obtained  ;  and 
what  is  very  remarkable,  the  force 
of  the  explosion  is  constantly  direct- 
ed below. 


IV. 

HOSPITAL  REPORT. 

Amputation  of  the  Foot  across  the 
Metatarsal  Bones. 

On  the  3d  of  April  the  operation  for 
amputation  of  the  foot  across  the  me- 
tatarsal bones  was  performed  by  Dr. 
Otis.  The  patient  had  both  feet 
frozen  some  weeks  before.  The  toes 
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of  the  left  foot  died  and  were  removed 
without  incision.  In  the  right  foot  the 
mortification  had  extended  to  the 
skin  and  muscles  over  the  metatarsal 
bones.  The  consequence  was,  that 
the  extremities  of  these  bones  were 
left  in  a  projecting  state,  soi  that  the 
skin  could  not  form  over  them  in 
their  existing  state.  To  shorten  the 
cure  and  give  the  patient  a  comfort- 
able foot,  it  was  necessary  that  the 
foot  should  be  ^partially  amputated. 
The  operation  was  performed  as  fol- 
lows : 

A  semicircular  incision,  convex  in 
the  middle,  was  made  on  the  upper 
surface  of  the  foot,  and  the  same  on 
its  lower  surface.  The  skin  was  dis- 
sected back  on  the  upper  and  under 
part,  and  the  muscles  and  tendons 
divided  to  the  bone.  A  narrow 
bladed  knife  was  then  passed  through 
the  interosseal  spaces  in  succession  ; 
and  then  the  operator,  taking  a  re- 
tractor with  six  heads,  passed  a  head 
through  each  of  the  four  spaces,  and 
confided  the  retractor  to  his  assist- 
ant, the  attending  surgeon  of  the 
Hospital,  Dr.  Warren.  With  the 
metatarsal  saw  the  four  smaller  bones 
were  removed,  and  the  larger  with 
an  amputating  saw.  The  flaps  were 
then  brought  together  and  secured. 
There  was  but  little  hemorrhage. 
The  patient  has  been  comfortable 
since,  and  will  have  a  useful  foot. 

In  such  a  case  it  is  very  impor- 
tant to  save  as  much  bone  as  is  con- 
sistent with  the  object  of  the  opera- 
tion. The  surgeon  acted  judiciously 
in  this  case  in  cutting  through  the 
metatarsal,  rather  than  the  tarsal 
bones  ;  as  he  was  thus  able  to  give 
the  patient  a  greater  surface  for 
support. 


Examination  of  a  Case  of  Scirrhous 
Mamma. 
Mrs.  ,  affected  with  a  consi- 
derable tumor  of  the  breast,  died  on 
the  5th  of  April,  and  was  examined 
on  the  7th.  The  tumor  was  hard, 
very  irregular,  involving  the  pectoral 


muscle  and  a  portion  of  surrounding 
cellular  membrane.  On  opening  the 
cavity  of  the  thorax,  the  right  cavity 
corresponding  with  the  diseased 
breast  was  quite  full  of  water.  The 
right  lung  had  in  a  great  measure 
shrunk  up,  or  rather  been  compress- 
ed into  a  small  and  solid  mass  from 
the  pressure  of  water.  Its  serous 
coat  was  very  much  thickened,  and 
adhered  by  long  and  soft  strings  of 
lymph,  extending  through  the  waert 
to  the  sides  of  the  cavity.  There 
was  a  quantity  of  blood  effused  into 
the  cavity  ;  whether  from  a  wound 
in  the  incision  of  the  breast,  which 
had  taken  place  the  day  before,  or 
from  erosion  of  the  lung,  could  not 
be  ascertained.  The  ribs  were  so 
fragile  as  to  be  readily  snapped  by 
the  fingers.  In  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  the  liver  was  found  to  be 
filled  with  white  colored  tubercles. 


A  Communication  is  acknowledg- 
ed from  Dr.  J.  B.  Brown. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  April  3,  at  noon. 


March  27.  Richard  Mansfield,  3  yrs. 

Dr.  John  Gorham,  46 

28.  William  L.  Codman,  17  mo, 

29.  Elizabeth  Rowland,  26  yrs. 
Daughterof  Susan  Haskins,3  w, 

80.  Martha  Patridge,  21  yrs. 

Mary  Daniels,  35 

James  Gooch,  38 

31.  Margaret  Malony,  2 

Frederick  Curtis,  36 

Abraham  Thompson,  5 

Benjamin  Tilden,  56 

Bradley  Cummins,  45 

April  1.  John  P.  Warner,  26 

Abigail  Fielding,  35 

2.  Julia  Maria  Spear,  13  mo. 
Charles  Cain,  7  d. 
Betsey  Cook,  33  yrs. 
Maria  C.  Reed,  23 

3.  Catharine  O' Conner,  34 
Sarah  Holmes,  26 
James  Hawkes,  4  w. 


Apoplexy,  1 — brain  fever,  1— consumption, 
3 — childbed,  2 — croup,  1 — dysentery,  1 — c'rop- 
sy,  1— dropsy  in  the  chest,  1 — inflammation  in 
the  bowels,  1 — lung  fever,  2 — marasmus,  1 — 
pleurisy,  1— unknown,  6.  Males,  11— fe- 
males, 11.    Stillborn,  2.    Total,  24, 


» 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


DENTAL  SURGERY. 

THIS  day  received  by  Benjamin  Per- 
kins &  Co.,  No.  135,  Washin-ton 
Street,— A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GERY.   In  three  parts. 

1.  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  l3ental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Dental 
Surgery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Dentist.  Denlicum  curam  ha- 
l)eto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
dentibus  laxantur  et  chylaceos  ofiicinae  ; 
hinc  mille  malorum  occasiones. — Baglivi 
XIII.  March  17. 

ep6w 

NEW  MEDICAL  WORK. 

JUST  published  and  for  sale  by  Ben- 
jamin Perkins  Co.— TP!  E  FRENCH 
PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE;  being  a 
translation  of  L.  F.  Begin's  treatise  on 
Therapeutics  ;  with  occasional  notes  and 
observations,  illustrative  of  the  treatment 
of  diseases  in  the  climate  of  North  Ame- 
rica.   By  Xavier  Tessier. 

ep3w  March  17. 

CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 

THE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
lance for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  White's, 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 
inined,  or  the  other  proper  measures  to  be 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
hv  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express- 
ly disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
elff-cted,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.    This  machine  has  received 


the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston,  Feb.  6,  1829. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

RICHARD  A.  NEWELL,  Druggist, 
91,  Summer  Street,  has  on  hand  a 
small  lot  of  EUROPEAN  LEECHES,  in 
excellent  order,  and  of  very  large  size, 
which  he  will  sell  at  a  fair  price. 

N.  B.  Leeches  applied  as  usual,  or 
sent  to  any  part  of  the  city.  4t. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  Sl  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  Wh?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14, 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  Apothecary^ 

HAS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  188,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, Szc.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The  old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage, 

MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHOSCOPE. 

JUST  published  by  Benjamin  Perkins, 
&  Co.,— MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE 
OF  THE  STETHOSCOPE,  being  a  short 
Treatise  on  investigating  Diseases  of  the 
Chest.  From  the  French  of  M.  Collin, 
with  an  Introduction  and  Plates.  By  a 
Fellow  of  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 

The  Stethoscope  may  also  be  obtained 
as  above  in  the  most  approved  form. 
ep3w  Jan.  20. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
who.n  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  i  a  ativance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.   The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

[We  have  so  frequently  heard  the 
sentiment  expressed  by  intelligent 
members  of  the  faculty,  that  the 
true  test  of  the  merits  of  a  candidate 
for  a  medical  degree,  is,  after  all,  his 
examination,  that  we  are  induced  to 
copy  the  following  spirited  article 
from  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Review, 
although  some  parts  of  it  are  belter 
adapted  to  the  stormy  state  of  the 
profession  in  England,  than  to  its 
more  peaceable  and  dignified  condi- 
tion among  ourselves.] 

Among  the  speculations  which  are 
daily  vomited  forth  by  the  me- 
dical press    respecting  radical 
changes — declamations  which  are 
eminently  calculated  to  prevent 
all  moderate  and  rational  reform, 
by  deterring  influential  members 
of  the  profession  from  joinin?  in 
the  cry — we  shall  here  notice  the 
j     project  of  testing  all  candidates 
for  medical  diplomas  or  license, 
I     by   the    examinations  alone, 
I     without  any  production  of  docu- 
I    ^Dients  respecting  the  time,  place, 
or  amount  of  previous  medical 
education  or  study.   A  more  wild, 
j      dangerous,  and  visionary  plan  was 
'     never  engendered  in  the  brain  of 
the  most  fiery  fanatic  or  levelling 
enthusiast.  It  argues  a  monstrous 


lack  of  knowledge  of  the  world. 
In  the  first  place,  we  challenge 
the  proposers  to  show  any  country 
in  which  it  is  acted  on.  Certainly 
not  in  those  where  the  scrutiny  is 
most  rigorous — as,  for  example, 
in  Paris.  It  is  almost  impossible 
that  examinations  can  be  carried 
on  by  tests  more  effectual  for 
sifting  the  candidate's  qualifica- 
tions to  the  very  bottom,  than  at 
Paris  : — but  does  the  Parisian 
Faculty  dispense  with  the  proofs 
of  how^  when  and  xohere  the  know- 
ledge was  obtained  By  no 
means.  These  documents  are 
rigidly  demanded,  and  must  be 
produced  before  the  ordeal  is 
commenced.  The  Parisian  exa- 
miners are  men  who  have  studied 
their  profession,  and  who  know 
the  difference  between  learning 
and  knowledge.  They  are  well 
aware  that  the  mode  of  acquiring 
information  is  a  circumstance  of 
the  highest  importance — and  that 
the  mere  capability  of  answering 
questions,  however  ingeniously 
devised,  does  not  constitute  the 
criterion  of  knowledge.  They 
have  wisely,  therefore,  enforced 
the  production  of  preliminary 
proofs,  how^  when^  and  where  the 
knowledge  was  acquired.  We 
shall  now  descend  to  a  few  parti- 
culars— appealing,  not  to  the 
chamber  practitioner^  who  issues 
his  Utopian  speculations  from  a 
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heated  imagination,  but  to  those 
who,  from  actual  observation  and 
experience,  are  capable  of  judg- 
ing on  this  point. 

I.  Pharmacy. — No  one  will 
accuse  us  of  advocating  the  pre- 
sent system  of  indenture,  which 
we  believe  to  be  double,  if  not 
triple,  the  duration  it  ought  to  be. 
But  we  maintain  that  no  man  can 
practise  either  physic  or  surgery 
(much  less  pharmacy)  well,  who 
does  not  possess  some  practical 
knowledge,  not  merely  of  the 
properties,  chemical  constituents, 
and  doses  of  medicinal  agents,  but 
of  the  manipulatiou  and  extempora- 
neous composition  of  the  same, 
whether  these  last  be  learnt  be- 
hind the  counter  of  the  chemist, 
in  the  private  surgery  of  the  ge- 
neral practitioner,  or  in  the  phar- 
macy of  the  hospital  or  dispensa- 
ry. Now  it  is  utterly  impossible 
that  a  court  of  examiners  can  ask 
any  pharmaceutical  questions  that 
may  not  be  answered  from  what 
is  taught  in  lectures  on  materia 
medica,  or  what  is  printed  in  the 
Dispensatories — unless,  indeed, 
they  keep  a  shop  on  one  side  of 
the  Hall,  and  compel  the  candi- 
dates to  boil  decoctions,  filter 
tinctures,  roll  pills,  and  compound 
mixtures.  The  certificate  or 
proof  of  "  actual  service,"  in  this 
department  of  the  medical  state, 
cannot,  therefore,  be  dispensed 
with,  unless  we  admit  that  phar- 
macy, learnt  in  books  or  lectures, 
is  as  good  as  that  learnt  by  the 
actual  practice  of  the  same. 

II.  Anatomy. — Of  all  the 
branches  of  medical  or  surgical 
science,  anatomy  is  that  which 
might  be  best  ascertained  by  an 
examination.  But  we  are  con- 
vinced that,  even  here,  the  new 
or  Utopian  plan  would  break 
down.    The  whole  of  descriptive 


anatomy — the  whole  science  of 
pathology,  may  be  more  pertly 
learnt  from  books,  or  even  grind- 
ers,* than  by  actual  dissection. 
All  viva  voce  questions,  then,  might 
be  answered  by  means  of  the  very 
worst  species  of  study — cramming. 
But,  says  the  reformer,  we  shall 
have  skeletons,  vascular  and  neu- 
rological subjects— dried  muscu- 
lar extremities  on  the  table — and, 
by  these,  we  shall  find  out  the 
candidate's  anatomical  knowledge. 
Vain  expectation  !  On  all  these 
subjects^  the  grinder  can  descant, 
and  the  student  can  get  crammed. 
"  Then  (says  the  projector  of  the 
new  scheme)  we  shall  have  brains 
(if  such  can  be  found)  in  every 
court  of  examiners,  and  each  can- 
didate shall  demonstrate  the  va- 
rious parts  of  the  encephalon." 
Who  shall  find  subjects — who  shall 
find  time  for  this  species  of  manu- 
al anatomy  ?  The  thing  is  im- 
practicable— and,  if  practicable, 
it  ought  not  tosupersede  the  proofs 
of  the  quo  modo  in  which  the  ana- 
tomical knowledge  is  obtained. 


*  The  trade  of  b.  grinder  is  fortunately 
unknown  in  this  country.  It  is  crowded 
in  Great  Britain.  His  business  is  to  tind 
out  the  g^eneral  tenor  of  the  questions  put 
to  young-  gentlemen  at  medical  examina- 
tions, and  all  such  as  are  most  likely  to 
be  put  from  the  knowledge,  character, 
tastes,  habits,  or  peculiarities  of  each 
examiner.  For  a  small  fee,  candidates 
are  taken  in  charge  a  few  weeks  imme- 
diately preceding  their  examinations,  and 
so  thoroughly  plied  with  these  questions, 
and  saturattd  with  the  proper  replies, 
that  it  requires  absolutely  very  little  pro- 
fessional attainment  to  appear  well  before 
the  august  assembly.  It  is  very  evident 
that  knowledge  thus  cursorily  and  speed- 
ily and  easily  acquired,  must  be  very  soon 
lost,  and  hence  the  force  of  this  part  of 
Dr.  Johnson's  argument.  Although  we 
have  no  grinders  in  this  country,  yet,  if 
the  same  system  which  is  proposed  in 
England  were  adopted  here,  they  Avould 
doubtless  rise  up  among  us  in  great  pro- 
fusion.— Ed. 
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III.  Surgery. — The  plan  un- 
der consideration  would  tend  to 
abridge  the  study  of  surgical  dis- 
eases, by  the  toilsome  and  expen- 
sive mode  of  actual  observation 
in  hospitals  and  dispensaries  ; 
while  it  would  encourage  the  ac- 
cumulation of  technical  descrip- 
tions from  books  and  grinders," 
in  the  former  of  which,  the  symp- 
toms of  surgical  diseases,  and  the 
steps  of  surgical  operations,  are 
minutely  laid  down.  This  species 
of  surgical  erudition  would  make 
a  better  Hgure  in  the  examination, 
than  that  which  was  acquired  by 
ocular  observation  in  hospitals,  or 
by  oral  instructions  from  teachers. 
How  much  superior  the  latter  is, 

'  we  need  not  stop  to  prove. 

IV.  Clinical  Medicine. — 
This,  the  most  important  of  all 
the  medical  studies,  cannot  be 
conveyed  by  means  of  books,  or 
even  of  viva  voce  lectures — nor 
can  any  species  of  examination 
ascertain  the  candidate's  profi- 
ciency in  it — unless  there  was 
a  ward  of  sick  patients  at- 
tached to  the  examination  hall. 
The  only  security,  then,  for  cli- 
nical study,  is  the  written  proof 
of  hospital  attendance,  which 
proof  the  wild  radical  plan  of  re- 
form would  dispense  with.  This 
fact  alone,  which  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned, is  sufficient  to  condemn 
the  proposed  test  of  medical  and 
surgical  qualifications — a  test 
which,  if  fully  acted  on,  would 
do  all  in  its  power  to  depress  the 
regular  teacher — patronize  the 
grinder — and  imbue  the  medical 
student  with  technical,  instead  of 
practical,  knowledge  ! 

We  have  noticed  this  chimeri- 
cal proposal,  not  from  an  idea 
that  it  will  ever  be  entertained 
by  any  faculty,  between  Terra 
del  Fuego  and  Lapland,  but  to 


show  the  medical   student  the 
grounds  of  discontent,  by  which 
he  is  excited  into  hostility  against 
those  who  are,  by  law,  entrusted 
with  his  examination.   That  there 
is  ample  field  for  beneficial  re- 
form in  our  systems  of  medical 
education,  in   this  country,  we 
have  often  shown  ;  but  the  wild 
ravings  of  a  few  visionary  reform- 
ers have  driven  the  period  for  its 
investigation  to  an  indefinite  dis- 
tance.   This  is  already  too  plain- 
ly proved.    No  human  power — 
no  play  on  the  human  passions, 
could  now  aggregate  a  dozen  of 
respectable  reformers  in  the  Free- 
masons' Tavern — or  dravT  half 
that  number  of  petitions  to  Par- 
liament from  the  united  empire  ! 
Yet  the  same  state  of  things  now 
exists  as  in  1826.    We  are  told, 
indeed,  by  the  radical  press,  that 
peace  and  perfect  unanimity  ob- 
tain throughout  all  ranks  of  the 
profession ;   and  that  they  only 
wait  the  return  of  Spring,  to  burst 
forth,  in  a  storm  of  virtuous  indig- 
nation, against  their  oppressors  ! 
This  is  a  curious  kind  of  tranquil- 
lity.   The  fact  is,  a  few  half- 
cracked  agitators  have  made  sen- 
sible men  shrink  from  every  kind 
of  participation  with  them  ;  and 
the  agitators,  being  now  left  to 
themselves,  they  call  it peace!" 
"  Ubi  solitudinem  faciunt  pacem 
appellant,''^    Under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, there  is  not  the  re- 
motest chance  or  hope  of  medical 
reform,  except  what  may  flow 
from  the  spontaneous  concessions 
of    the   constituted  authorities. 
Half  a  dozen  medical  Cobbetts 
have  done  more   mischief  than 
fifty  medical  Burdetts  can  repair! 
The  corporate  bodies  now  smile 
at  their  opponents,  whose  ranks 
are  deserted,  in  consequence  of 
leaders,   with   whom  Falstaff's 
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gang,  with  Bardolf  at  their  head, 
would  be  ashamed  to  associate  ! 
Yet  we  think  it  would  be  wise  in 
these  corporate  bodies,  to  seize 
this  favorable  Opportunity  for  in- 
troducing 4iberal  and  enlightened 
measures,  corresponding  with  the 
more  extended  views  of  modern 
times.  It  would  be  infinitely 
more  graceful,  that  such  measures 
should  flow  spontaneously  from 
the  constituted  authorities,  than 
that  they  should  be  exacted  by 
popular  clamor.  A  time  may 
come,  when  the  respectable 
members  of  the  profession  may 
think  fit  to  form  a  strong  and  unit- 
ed phalanx,  in  favor  of  medical 
REFORM,  after  the  ridicule  and 
degradation  attached  to  the  word, 
and  even  to  the  measure,  by  the 
interference  of  the  present  advo- 
cates, shall  have  subsided.  The 
voice  of  the  profession  must  then 
be  heard  ;  and  it  must  have  a 
great  moral  force  when  divested 
of  the  "  ribaldry"  with  which 
it  is  now  associated. 


II. 

CONFESSIONS   OF  BURKE   IN  THE 
GAOL. 

Edinburgh,  Jan.  3d,  1829. 
An  old  pensioner,  named  Donald, 
lived  in  the  house  about  Christ- 
mas, 1827  ;  he  was  in  bad  health, 
and  died  a  short  time  before  his 
quarter's  pension  was  due  ;  that 
he  owed  Hare  41.  ;  and  a  day  or 
two  after  the  pensioner's  death. 
Hare  proposed  that  his  body 
should  be  sold  to  the  doctors,  and 
that  the  declarant  should  get  a 
share  of  the  price.  Declarant 
said  it  was  impossible  to  do  it, 
because  the  njan  would  be  com- 
ing in  with  the  coffin  immediately; 
but  after  the  body  was  put  into 
the  coffin,  and  the  lid  was  nailed 


down.  Hare  started  the  lid  with 
a  chisel,  and  he  and  declarant 
took  out  the  corpse  and  concealed 
it  in  the  bed,  and  put  tanner's 
bark,  from  behind  the  house,  into 
the  coffin,  and  covered  it  with  a 
sheet,  and  nailed  down  the  lid  of 
the  coffin,  and  the  coffin  was  then 
.carried  away  for  interment.  That 
Hare  did  not  appear  to  have  been 
concerned  in  anything  of  the  kind 
before,  and  seemed  to  be  at  a  loss 
how  to  get  the  body  disposed  of, 
and  he  and  Hare  went  in  the  even- 
ing to  the  yard  of  the  college,  and 
saw  a  person  like  a  student  there, 
and  the  declarant  asked  him  if 
there  were  any  of  Dr.  Monro's 
men  about,  because  he  did  not 
know  there  was  any  way  of  dis- 
posing of  a  dead  body,  nor  did 
Hare.  The  young  man  asked 
what  they  wanted  with  Dr.  Mon- 
ro, and  the  declarant  told  hira 
that  he  had  a  subject  to  dispose 
of,  and  the  young  man  referred 
him  to  Dr.  Knox,  No.  10,  Sur- 
geon's Square,  and  they  went 
there,  and  saw  young  gentlemen, 
whom  he  knows  to  be  Jones,  Mil- 
ler, and  Ferguson,  and  told  them 
that  they  had  a  subject  to  dispose 
of,  but  they  did  not  ask  how  they 
had  obtained  it  ;  and  they  told  the 
declarant  and  Hare  to  come  back 
when  it  was  dark,  and  that  they 
themselves  would  find  a  porter  to 
carry  it.  Declarant  and  Hare 
went  home,  and  put  the  body  into 
a  sack,  and  carried  it  to  Surgeon's 
Square,  and  not  knowing  how  to 
dispose  of  it,  laid  it  down  at  the 
door  of  the  cellar,  and  went  up 
to  the  room,  where  the  three 
young  men  saw  them,  and  told 
them  to  bring  up  the  body  to  the 
room,  u'hich  they  did,  and  they 
took  the  body  out  of  the  sack,  and 
laid  it  on  the  dissecting  table  ; 
that  the  shirt  was  on  the  body, 
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but  the  young  men  asked  no  ques- 
tions as  to  that,  and  the  declarant 
and  Hare,  at  their  desire,  took 
off  the  shirt,  and  got  11.  lOs,  Dr. 
Knox  came  in  after  the  shirt  was 
taken  off,  and  looked  at  the  body, 
and  proposed  that  they  should  get 
7/.  10s.,  and  authorized  Jones  to 
settle  with  them  ;  and  he  asked 
no  questions  as  to  how  the  body 
had  been  obtained.  Hare  got  41. 
5s.,  and  the  declars^nt  got  SI.  bs. 
Jones,  &c.,  said,  they  would  be 
glad  to  see  them  again  when  they 
had  any  other  body  to  dispose  of. 

Early  last  spring,  1828,  a  wo- 
man from  Gilmerton  came  to 
Hare's  house  as  a  nightly  lodger, 
Hare  keeping  seven  beds  for  lodg- 
ers :  that  she  was  a  stranger,  and 
she  and  Hare  became  merry,  and 
drank  together,  and  next  morning 
she  was  very  ill  in  consequence 
of  what  she  had  ate,  and  she  sent 
for  more  drink,  and  she  and  Hare 
drank  together  ;  and  she  became 
very  sick  and  vomited,  and  that 
time  she  had  not  risen  from  the 
bed,  and  Hare  then  said  that  they 
would  try  and  smother  her,  in  or- 
der to  dispose  of  her  body  to  the 
doctors.  That  she  was  lying  on 
her  back  in  the  bed,  and  quite  in- 
sensible from  drink,  and  Hare 
clapped  his  hand  on  her  mouth 
and  nose,  and  the  declarant  laid 
himself  across  her  body,  in  order 
to  prevent  her  making  any  dis- 
turbance, and  she  never  stirred, 
and  they  took  her  out  of  bed  and 
undressed  her,  and  put  her  into  a 
chest. 

The  next  was  a  man  named  Jo- 
seph, a  miller,  and  lying  badly  in 
the  house.  That  he  got  some 
drink  from  declarant  and  Hare, 
but  was  not  tipsy  ;  he  was  very 
ill,  lying  in  bed,  and  could  not 
speak  sometimes,  and  there  was 
a  report  on  that   account  that 


there  was  fever  in  the  house, 
which  made  Hare  and  his  wife 
uneasy,  in  case  it  should  keep 
away  lodgers,  and  they  (declarant 
and  Hare)  agreed  that  they  should 
suffocate  him  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, and  the  declarant  got  a  small 
pillow  and  laid  it  across  Joseph's 
mouth,  and  Hare  lay  across  the 
body  to  keep  down  the  arms  and 
legs,  and  he  was  disposed  of  in 
the  same  manner. 

In  May,  1828,  as  he  thinks,  an 
old  woman  came  to  the  house  as 
a  lodger,  and  she  was  the  worse 
for  drink,  and  she  got  more  drink 
of  her  own  accord,  and  she  be- 
came very  drunk,  and  declarant 
suffocated  her  ;  and  Hare  was  not 
in  the  house  at  the  time  ;  and  she 
was  disposed  of  in  the  same  man- 
ner. 

Soon  after  an  Englishman  lodg- 
ed there  for  some  nights,  and  he 
was  ill  of  the  jaundice  ;  that  he 
was  in  bed  very  unwell,  and  Hare 
and  declarant  got  above  and  held 
him  down,  and,  by  holding  him 
down,  suffocated  him,  and  dispos- 
ed of  him  in  the  same  manner. 

Shortly  afterwards,  an  old  wo- 
man named  Haldane  (but  he  knows 
nothing  farther  of  her)  lodged  in 
the  house,  and  she  had  got  some 
drink  at  the  time,  and  got  more 
to  intoxicate  her,  and  he  and  Hare 
suffocated  her,  and  disposed  of 
her  in  the  same  manner. 

Soon  afterwards,  a  cinder-wo- 
man came  to  the  house  as  a  lodg- 
er, as  he  believes,  and  she  got 
drink  from  Hare  and  the  declar- 
ant, and  became  tipsy,  and  she 
was  half  asleep,  and  he  and  Hare 
suffocated  her,  and  disposed  of 
her  in  the  same  manner. 

About  midsummer,  1828,  a 
woman,  with  her  son  or  grandson, 
about  twelve  years  of  age,  and 
who  seemed  to  be  w^eak  in  his 
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mind,  came  to  the  house  as  lodg- 
ers ;  the  woman  got  a  dram,  and 
when  in  bed  asleep,  he  and  Hare 
suffocated  her  ;  and  the  boy  was 
sitting  at  the  fire  in  the  kitchen, 
and  he  and  Hare  took  hold  of  him, 
and  carried  him  into  the  room, 
and  suffocated  him. 

That  soon  afterwards  the  de- 
clarant brought  a  woman  to  the 
hopse  as  a  lodger,  and  after  some 
days  she  got  drunk,  and  was  dis- 
posed of  in  the  same  manner. 
That  declarant  and  Hare  gene- 
rally tried  if  lodgers  would  drink, 
and  if  they  would  drink  they  were 
disposed  of  in  that  manner. 

The  declarant  then  went  for  a 
few  days  to  the  house  of  Helen 
M'Dougal's  father,  and  when  he 
returned,  he  learned  from  Hare 
that  he  had  disposed  of  a  woman 
in  the  declarant's  absence,  in  the 
same  manner,  in  his  own  house  ; 
but  the  declarant  does  not  know 
the  woman's  name,  or  any  further 
particulars  of  the  case,  or  whe- 
ther any  other  person  was  present, 
or  knew  of  it. 

That  about  this  time  he  went 
to  live  in  Broggan's  house,  and  a 
woman  named  Margaret  Haldane, 
daughter  of  the  woman  Haldane 
before  mentioned,  and  whose  sis- 
ter is  married  to  Clark,  a  tin- 
smith in  the  High  Street,  came 
into  the  house,  but  the  declarant 
does  not  remember  for  what  pur- 
pose ;  and  she  was  disposed  of  in 
the  same  manner.  That  Hare 
was  not  present,  and  neither  Brog- 
gan  nor  his  son  knew  the  least 
thing  about  that,  or  any  other 
case  of  the  same  kind. 

That  in  April,  1828,  he  fell  in 
with  the  girl  Paterson  and  her 
companion,  in  Constantine  Burke's 
house,  and  they  had  breakfast  to- 
gether, and  he  sent  for  Hare,  and 
he   and   Hare  disposed  of  her 


in  the  same  manner;  and  Mr. 
Ferguson  and  a  tall  lad,  who 
seemed  to  have  known  the  woman 
by  sight,  asked  where  they  had 
got  the  body  ;  and  the  declarant 
said  he  had  purchased  it  from  an 
old  woman  at  the  back  of  the 
Canongate.  The  body  was  dis- 
posed of  five  or  six  hours  after 
the  girl  was  killed. 

One  day  in  September  or  Oc- 
tober, 1828,  a  washer-woman  had 
been  washing  in  the  house  for 
some  time,  and  he  and  Hare  suf- 
focated her,  and  disposed  of  her 
in  the  same  manner. 

Soon  afterwards  a  woman, 
named  M'Dougal,  who  was  a  dis- 
tant relation  of  Helen  M'Dougal's 
first  husband,  came  to  Broggan's 
house  to  see  M'Dougal;  and  after 
she  had  been  coming  and  going  to 
the  house  for  a  few  days,  she  got 
drunk,  and  was  served  in  the  same 
way  by  the  declarant  and  Hare. 

That  Daft  Jamie"  was  then 
disposed  of  in  the  manner  men- 
tioned in  the  indictment,  except 
that  Hare  was  concerned  in  it. 
That  Hare  was  lying  alongside  of 
Jamie  in  the  bed,  and  Hare  sud- 
denly turned  on  him,  and  put  his 
hand  on  his  mouth  and  nose  ;  and 
Jamie,  who  had  got  drink,  but 
was  not  drunk,  made  a  terrible 
resistance,  and  he  and  Hare  fell 
from  the  bed  together,  Hare  still 
keeping  hold  of  Jamie's  mouth  and 
nose  ;  and  as  they  lay  on  the  floor 
together,  declarant  lay  across  Ja- 
mie, to  prevent  him  from  resist- 
ing, and  they  held  him  in  that 
state  till  he  was  dead,  and  he 
was  disposed  of  in  the  same  man- 
ner ;  and  Hare  took  a  brass  snuff- 
box and  a  spoon  from  Jamie's 
pocket,  and  kept  the  box  to  him- 
self, and  never  gave  it  to  the  de- 
clarant, but  he  gave  him  the 
spoon. 
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And  the  last  was  the  old  woman 
Docherty,  for  whose  murder  he 
has  been  convicted.  That  she 
was  not  put  to  death  in  the  man- 
ner deponed  to  by  Hare  on  the 
trial.  That  during  the  scuffle 
between  him  and  Hare,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  was  nearly 
strangled  by  Hare,  Docherty  had 
crept  among  the  straw,  and  after 
the  scuffle  was  over,  they  had 
some  drink,  and  after  that  they 
both  went  forward  to  where  the 
woman  was  lying  sleeping,  and 
Hare  went  forward  first,  and 
seized  her  by  the  mouth  and  nose, 
as  on  former  occasions  ;  and  at  the 
same  time  the  declarant  lay  across 
her,  and  she  had  no  opportunity'  of 
making  any  noise  ;  and  before  she 
was  dead,  one  or  other  of  them, 
he  does  not  recollect  which,  took 
hold  of  her  by  the  throat.  That 
while  he  and  Hare  were  strug- 
gling, which  was  a  real  scuffle, 
M*Dougal  opened  the  door  of  the 
apartment,  and  went  into  the  in- 
ner passage  and  knocked  at  the 
door,  and  called  out  police  and 
murder,  but  soon  came  back  ;  and 
at  the  same  time  Hare's  wife 
called  out,  never  to  mind,  because 
the  declarant  and  Hare  would  not 
hurt  one  another.  That  whene- 
ver he  and  Hare  rose  and  went 
towards  the  straw  where  Docher- 
ty was  lying,  M'Dougal  and  Hare's 
wife,  who,  he  thinks,  were  lying 
in  bed  at  the  time,  or,  perhaps, 
were  at  the  fire,  immediately 
rose  and  left  the  house,  but  did 
not  make  any  noise,  so  far  as  he 
heard,  and  he  was  surprised  at 
their  going  out  that  time,  because 
he  did  not  see  how  they  could 
have  any  suspicions  of  what  they 
(the  declarant  and  Hare)  intended 
doing.  That  he  cannot  say  whe- 
ther he  and  Hare  wuoldhave  kill- 
ed Docherty  or  not,  if  the  women 


had  remained,  because  they  were 
so  determined  to  kill  the  woman, 
the  drink  being  in  their  head. 

HI. 

RE-VACCINATION  IN  PRANCE. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  habit 
of  re-vaccination  was  recommended 
by  Dr.  Robbins  in  an  early  number 
of  our  Journal.  As  it  was  recom- 
mended in  the  hope  that  if  such  a 
practice  were  general  it  might  prove 
a  preventive  of  the  varioloid,  and 
with  a  view  to  draw  the  attention  of 
medical  gentlemen  to  the  suggestion, 
we  think  it  an  object  to  record  every 
well  authenticated  case  which  ap- 
pears to  throw  light  on  so  important 
a  subject.  To  such  cases,  whether 
they  count  in  favor  of,  or  against  the 
practice,  our  pnges  will  be  open. 

The  following  case,  with  the  in- 
troductory remarks  by  the  Editors 
of  the  Revue  Medicale,  was  trans- 
lated from  the  French,  and  commu- 
nicated for  this  Journal,  by  Dr.  War- 
ren, of  Plymouth,  who  we  shall  be 
happy  to  number  among  the  frequent 
contributors  to  our  work. 
From  the  Revue  Medicale  for  August,  1828. 

Reflections  on  Re-vaccination. — 
That  cases  of  smallpox  after 
vaccination  do  occasionally  occur, 
is  a  fact  now  well  ascertained. 
The  causes  of  these  attacks,  not- 
withstanding the  animated  discus- 
sions to  which  the  subject  has 
given  rise,  are  not  easily  deter- 
mined, and  it  would  therefore 
seetn  more  useful  to  ascertain 
whether  such  accidents  can  be 
prevented  by  a  re-vaccination. 
Dr.  Boffinct  has  instituted  inqui- 
ries on  this  point,  which  will  be 
read  with  interest.  Without  ab- 
solutely rejecting  any  of  the  opi- 
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nions  hitherto  advanced,'  he  re- 
gards them  all  as  very  doubtful. 
Has  the  vaccine  virus  lost  any  of 
its  efficacy  ?  Does  it,  in  some 
subjects,  not  entirely  destroy  the 
susceptibility  of  again  contracting 
the  vaccine,  and  consequently, 
the  smallpox  ?  Or  is  its  prophy- 
lactic power  limited  to  a  certain 
period  ?  These  are  important 
questions,  which  diversified  ex- 
perience will  alone  enable  us  sa- 
tisfactorily to  answer.  We  pro- 
ceed to  cite  the  facts  stated  by 
M.  Boffinct. 

My  wife,  aged  28,  was  vac- 
cinated in  1801,  twenty-seven 
years  since.  Four  cicatrices, 
now  remaining  on  the  upper  part 
of  both  arms,  and  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  competent  judges,  are 
such  as  result  from  the  vaccine 
vesicle,  sufficiently  prove  the  re- 
gular progress  of  the  disease. 
She  was  among  the  first  in  this 
country  who  enjoyed  the  benefit 
of  this  preventive,  and  everything 
conduced  to  an  attentive  observa- 
tion of  the  progress  of  a  discovery 
which  promised  such  advantages, 
and  was  then  the  subject  of  so 
much  contradiction.  This  strict 
observation,  I  have  learnt,  left  no 
doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  vesi- 
cles in  her  case.  May  6,  1828, 
after  having  vaccinated  a  number 
of  children,  I  made,  with  a  lancet, 
two  insertions  of  the  vaccine  mat- 
ter on  the  anterior  part  of  her 
left  forearm.  In  selecting  this 
place,  I  did  not  calculate  on  the 
success  of  the  experiment.  The 
child  from  which  I  took  the  virus, 
and  to  which  I  had  communicated 
it  a  week  previous,  was  nine 
months  old,  robust,  healthy,  and 
presenting  on  each  arm  two  fine 
vesicles,  hollowed  in  the  centre, 
encircled  with  a  bright  red  areo- 
la, and  full  of  a  perfectly  transpa- 


rent liquid,  which  flowed  in  drops 
at  the  punctures  made  to  collect 
it.  I  was  certain  that  the  pro- 
gress of  the  vesicle  in  this  child 
had  been  regular,  the  eruption 
commencing  about  the  end  of  the 
third  day. 

^'  May  10. — The  two  punctures 
made  in  the  forearm,  which  had 
hitherto  scarcely  excited  any  at- 
tention, now  presented  a  small 
red  pimple,  and  a  slight  hardness 
was  distinctly  perceptible  to  the 
touch. 

«'ll. — This  pimple  had  increas- 
ed, become  circular,  and  depress- 
ed in  the  centre, — the  red  circle 
enlarged, — slight  itching. 

"  12  and  13. — The  areola  more 
distinct  and  brighter  ;  the  lenticu- 
lar vesicle  become  more  elevat- 
ed, and  central  depression  greater. 

"  14.— A  red  point  in  the  centre 
of  the  vesicle,  surrounded  by  a 
whitish,  limpid  fluid  ;  the  areola 
somewhat  enlarged. 

"  15. — The  vesicles  are  well 
filled,  the  areola  more  extended, 
and  the  subjacent  cellular  tissue 
inflamed  ;  the  fluid  still  clear. 

Having,  from  the  progress  of 
the  disease,  not  the  least  doubt 
of  its  nature,  I  this  day  showed  it 
to  several  persons,  and  particu- 
larly to  three  physicians,  who 
have  long  practised  vaccination 
in  this  city.  They  all  recognized 
at  once  the  developement  of  the 
vaccine  vesicle.  The  crusts  be- 
came greyish,  fell  ofl"  on  the  30th 
day,  and  left  two  indented  (fave- 
olees)  cicatrices,  in  every  respect 
similar  to  those  on  the  upper  part 
of  the  arm. 

"  Wishing  to  give  additional 
force  to  this  conclusive  experi- 
ment, I  vaccinated  three  child- 
ren the  same  day,  May  15,  with 
virus  taken  from  my  wife. 

1 .  The  result  in  the  first,  aged 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND'SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


169 


15  months,  from  four  insertions, 
was  very  satisfactory.  The  vac- 
cine went  through  its  stages  regu- 
larly, as  I  ascertained  by  personal 
observation. 

2.  In  the  two  others,  one  of 
3  months,  the  other  of  3  years,  I 
made  two  punctures  in  the  left 
arm  with  the  same  virus.  Two 
other  punctures  were  made  on 
the  right  arm  of  each,  with  vac- 
cine from  another  source.  All 
the  four  vesicles  were  developed 
with  equal  regularity,  and  fur- 
nished the  genuine  matter. 

3.  On  the  same  day,  I  placed 
the  same  virus  on  plates  of  glass, 
and  on  the  19th,  vaccinated  with 
it  two  children,  one  of  8  months, 
the  other  of  2.  In  both,  the  dis- 
ease showed  itself  in  its  usual 
form. 

4.  The  same  day,  I  again  re- 
vaccinated  my  wife, — two  days 
after,  however,  there  was  no 
trace  of  the  puncture. 

What  are  we  to  conclude 
from  these  facts  ? — that  my  wife 
was  destined  to  have  smallpox 
twice,  or  that  the  four  vesicles 
developed  in  1801  had  not  suffi- 
ciently neutralized  the  virus  of 
smallpox, — or  rather,  that  this 
was  one  of  those  rare  cases,  in 
which,  according  to  Hufeland,  the 
vaccine  does  not  completely  de- 
stroy the  susceptibility  of  con- 
tracting smallpox  ?  Whatever 
theory  we  may  adopt,  the  expe- 
riment is  not  less  valuable,  by 
proving  the  possibility  of  the  suc- 
cess of  a  repeated  vaccination. 
Nor  can  there  be  a  doubt  that 
this  second  operation,  when  it 
succeeds,  is  of  advantage, — to 
what  extent,  time  and  numerous 
experiments  can  alone  deteroiine. 

No  objection,  either  as  res- 
pects the  disease  itself  or  the 
person  vaccinated,  is  opposed  to 


the  repetition  of  this  experiment. 
The  pain  of  a  slight  puncture  and 
of  the  eruption  of  a  few  vesicles 
is  trifling,  compared  with  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  new  operation, — 
advantages,  which,  although  still 
problematical,  ought  certainly  to 
excite  the  attention  of  those  who 
would  properly  appreciate  the' 
benefits  of  so  valuable  a  discovery 
as  that  of  vaccination. 

Everything,  therefore,  invites 
to  a  repetition  of  vaccination  in 
the  same  individual,  even  more 
than  once.  I  am  of  opinion,  also, 
that  it  would  be  proper  to  sub- 
ject to  it  persons  who  bear  the 
marks  of  mild  smallpox.  Encou- 
raged by  the  success  I  have  ob- 
tained, and  regardless  of  the  ridi- 
cule which  has  been  thrown  on 
these  attempts,  I  propose  to  ex- 
tend and  vary  these  experiments, 
for  it  is  only  by  the  aid  of  long 
experience  and  extended  observa- 
tion that  we  can  arrive  at  the  li- 
mits of  possible  attainment." 


CLINICAL  REPORTS. 

MASSACHUSETTS   GENERAL  HOSPI- 
TAL. 

'Wound  of  Hand — Injlnmmation  and 
Abscess  of  Vein — Abscesses  in  JLi- 
ver. 

This  is  a  case  remarkable  for  the 
fatal  ternjination  of  a  slight  injury  ; 
probably  from  its  being  neglected  in 
the  first  stage.  The  patient's  con- 
stitution nuist  have  been  in  a  bad 
state,  thougii  in  appearance  he  exhi- 
bited no  marks  of  such  state. 

JNlarch  17.— E.  C,  of  M.,  about 
two  months  since  cut  the  index  fin-  ► 
ger  of  the  left  hand,  near  the  first 
joint,  though  the  wound  was  trifling 
at  the  time,  and  required  no  particu- 
lar attention.  In  a  few  days  the 
wound  inflamed  very  much  and  be- 
came  painful.     Various  emollient 
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applications  were  made,  but  were 
not  sufficient  to  arrest  the  disease. 
Ulceration  took  place,  and  the  bones 
of  the  second  and  third  phalanges 
were  denuded  some  distance  from 
the  joint. 

He  at  this  time  had  the  finger  am- 
putated at  the  second  joint.  The 
wound  did  perfectly  well  the  first 
week,  after  which  time  an  abscess 
formed  between  the  second  and  third 
joints,  and  immediately  over  the  ten- 
dons of  the  digital  flexors.  The  flap 
at  this  time  had  united  over  the  end 
of  the  stump.  In  a  day  or  two  after 
this,  two  or  more  abscesses  formed 
in  the  palm  of  the  hand  and  over  the 
metacarpal  of  the  fore  finger.  These 
abscesses  were  laid  open,  and  en- 
deavors made  to  have  them  fill  up 
by  granulation,  but  to  no  purpose. 
They  were  attended  with  considera- 
ble pain  and  swelliug,  as  consequents 
of  an  inflammation,  which  extended 
over  most  of  the  hand  and  up  the 
arm.  The  abscess  over  the  first 
phalanx  of  the  finger  extended  to  the 
bone.  Cataplasms  were  ordered  to 
the  hand,  and  evaporating  lotions  to 
the  arm. 

General  health  has  always  been 
good,  and  is  now  so.  Patient  is  a 
large,  stour,  and  muscular  man. 

19.  — Patient  had  his  hand  placed 
firmly  upon  a  table,  the  pahn  looking 
upwards;  a  deep  incision  was  then 
made,  beginning  about  over  the  junc- 
tion of  the  carpal  and  metacarpal 
bones,  and  carried  downward  through 
the  abscesses  to  the  end  of  the  stump. 
The  end  of  the  bone  belonging  to 
the  stump  was  naked,  and  removed 
by  sawing,  just  below  the  third  joint. 
Wound  was  dressed  with  lint  and 
simple  cerate ;  bleeding  at  the  time 
of  operation  small. 

20.  — Hand  not  very  painful  last 
night ;  slept  considerable  ;  bandages 
are  stifl*  from  bleeding  since  opera- 
tion, and  uncommonly  fcstid.  Or- 
dered to  be  removed,  and  clean  ones 
to  be  substituted.  Appetite  tolera- 
ble ;  bowels  costive.  May  have  ca- 
thartic. 


21. — Hand  bled  very  copiously 
last  night,  in  consequence  of  keeping 
it  t«»o  warm,  to  prevent  taking  cold. 
Hemorrhage  was  easily  arrested  by 
admitting  cold  air  to  wound.  This 
morning,  feels  very  well ;  has  good 
appetite.    May  have  house  diet. 

24. — Wound  looks  well,  and  fill- 
ing up  with  healthy  granulations;  is 
washed  twice  a  day,  and  dressed 
with  lint  and  resinous  ointment. 

26.  — Yesterday  had  a  severe  chill, 
followed  by  copious  perspiration ; 
countenance  materially  changed  with- 
in a  few  days  ;  now  morbid  ;  appe- 
tite wanting  ;  pulse  full ;  complains 
of  burning  and  distress  in  epigastri- 
um ;  pain  in  right  shoulder.  Order- 
ed repeated  doses  of  the  solution  of 
antimony,  till  vomiting  be  produc- 
ed, and  an  alterative  pill  at  night. 

27.  — Antimony  did  not  produce 
much  vomiting  yesterday,  but  passed 
off"  by  the  bowels  ;  in  the  evening 
had  a  recurrence  of  the  chills,  and 
rigors.  This  morning,  tongue  dry, 
and  covered  with  a  thick  dark  coat ; 
pulse  120  ;  strength  somewhat  dimi- 
nished ;  appetite  wanting. 

28.  — Yesterday,  at  the  time  a 
chill  was  apprehended,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  vomit  the  patient,  but 
it  was  not  successful.  Had  a  chill ; 
suffered  great  distress  about  the  epi- 
gastric region  ;  took  compound  calo- 
mel pill  at  night  ;  had  no  quiet  sleep  ; 
tongue  now  as  yesterday  ;  teeth  co- 
vered with  sordes  ;  lips  dry  ;  counte- 
nance sunken  ;  conjunctiva  of  eye 
very  yellow. 

29.  — Much  yesterday  as  day  be- 
fore. Symptoms  unfavorable  ;  bow- 
els costive.  May  have  the  com- 
pound infusion  of  senna,  3  iv.,  im- 
mediately. 

30.  — Cathartic  did  not  operate. 
Repeat  it  to-day,  and  if  no  evacu^ition 
by  evening,  give  enema. 

31.  — No  operation  from  medicine, 
and  enemata  proved  inefiectual.  To- 
day give  croton  oil,  calomel,  and 
aloes.  May  have  cider,  or  wine  and 
water  for  drink. 

April   1. — Had  four  dejections, 
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copious,  dark,  foetid  ;  not  attended 
with  much  debility  ;  have  afforded 
some  relief  to  uneasiness  felt  at  epi- 
gastrium. May  have  tonics  to-day, 
unless  contraindicated. 

2. — Evacuations  were  frequent 
yesterday,  and  last  night  in  other 
respects  as  before. 

6. — Has  been  no  important  change 
during  the  few  last  days.  Patient 
has  gradually  lost  strength  ;  has  been 
inclined  to  a  relax  from  the  bowels  ; 
has  taken  wine,  cider,  brandy  and 
watfr,  barks,  &c.  Chills  have  re- 
curred almost  daily,  attended  with 
some  delirium. 

9.  — On  the  7th  and  8th  was  much 
as  before.  To-day,  is  very  low  ; 
comatose  ;  aroused  with  great  diffi- 
culty ;  pulse  scarcely  perceptible  at 
the  wrist ;  eyes  half  closed  ;  breath 
short  and  quick  ;  wound  continued 
to  heal  rapidly,  even  after  the  system 
was  much  diseased  and  much  reduced. 

10.  — Examination  of  the  body 
by  Dr.  Warren,  fifteen  hours 
after  death.  Thorax  presented 
nothing  unnatural,  except  an  old 
adhesion  of  the  pleuras  on  the  right 
side.  Nothing  found  unnatural  in 
the  heart,  except  a  slight  induration 
of  the  veins  of  the  semilunar  valves. 

Abdomen. — Here  the  liver  was 
found  somewhat  enlarged,  particular- 
ly the  right  lobe.  Aspect  of  the  or- 
gan changed  ;  color  various  ;  in  parts 
unnaturally  light ;  near  convex  sur- 
face of  right  lobe  was  found  an  ab- 
scess, an  inch  or  more  in  diameter, 
filled  with  a  greenish  pus.  The  or- 
gan now  raised  from  its  natural  situ- 
ation, on  its  under  and  concave  sur- 
face was  found  another  abscess,  near- 
ly as  large  as  the  first  ;  a  third  was 
found  in  centre  of  right  lobe,  all  simi- 
lar in  character;  whole  organ  had  lost 
its  natural  tenacity,  and  could  be  torn 
in  any  direction  with  a  very  slight 
degree  of  force.  Gall  bladder  and 
its  ducts  natural. 

Stomach  found  natural.  Omentum 
unusually  loaded  with  fat  ;  in  all  res- 
pects healthy.  This  organ  being 
turned  upwards,  the  pancreas  was 


carefully  noticed  ;  found  enlarged, 
by  one  quarter  of  its  natural  size; 
the  whole  gland  much  indurated,  and 
lighter  colored  than  usual. 

Diseased  hand  and  arm. — The 
wound  on  the  hand  had  nearly  heal- 
ed ;  what  remained  unhealed  a  few 
days  before  the  death  of  the  patient, 
assumed  a  bad  character,  appearing 
gangrenous.  Separate  from  the 
wound,  there  were  no  marks  of  dis- 
ease in  the  hand  or  forearm.  The 
cellular  substance  about  the  brachial 
nerve  was  found  unnaturally  dense, 
and  adherent  to  the  vessel ;  the  coats 
of  the  vessel  thickened,  and  contain- 
ing purulent  matter ;  between  this 
point  and  the  axillary  vein,  less 
marks  of  disease.  In  axilla,  distinct 
marks  of  disease  ;  coats  of  vein  thick- 
ened ;  hard  ;  cellular  membrane  sur- 
rounding it  much  changed  ;  in  the 
vessel  was  found  pus  and  blood, 
amounting  to  half  an  ounce;  beyond 
this  point,  no  traces  of  disease  could 
be  discovered  ;  glands  not  enlarged, 
nor  changed  from  the  proper  ap- 
pearance. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  APRIL  28,  1829. 


PARAPLEGIA  EPIDEMIC. 

In  this  age  of  novel  epidemics,  our 
readers  will  feel  no  surprise  at  the 
combination  of  words  which  appears 
at  the  head  of  this  article.  General 
paralysis  has  been  of  so  frequent  oc- 
currence in  Paris,  for  the  last  one  or 
two  years,  that  M.  Bally,  the  Physi- 
cian to  La  Pitie,  considers  it  as  ex* 
hibiting  a  kind  of  epidemic  character. 
The  distinguishing  symptoms  of  the 
disease  have  been  "  a  sense  of  numb- 
ness and  tingling  in  the  hands  and 
feet,  accompanied  by  a  morbid  sen- 
sibility in  the  surface,  and  an  almost 
total  loss  of  voluntary  motion."  This 
disease  is  attributed  by  M.  Bally  to 
some  peculiarity  iu  the  atmosphere. 
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In  some  instances  it  has  proved  fatal, 
though  the  generality  of  those  at- 
tacked have  recovered.  The  mode 
of  treatment  appears  to  have  been 
regidated  by  general  principles. 
The  single  remedy  which  has  proved 
most  decidedly  efficacious  is  Strych- 
nine. This  has  been  exhibited  in 
doses  of  one-eighth  of  a  grain  per 
dieniy  gradually  increased,  in  some 
cases,  to  three  grains,  and  assisted 
by  moxas  to  the  spine. 

Our  Parisian  friends  are  also  fa- 
vored by  a  visit  from  the  Dengue, 
of  which  disease  some  notice  has  al- 
ready appeared  in  this  Journal.  It 
seems  to  assume  there  a  decidedly 
intermittent  character,  and  has  been 
considered  by  eminent  men  in  the 
profession  as  of  the  neuralgic  order, 
and  a  malarious  origin. 

Among  ourselves,  though  exempt- 
ed from  any  epidemic,  there  appears  a 
degree  of  periodical  tendency  in  the 
complaints  of  the  season.  In  affec- 
tions of  the  chest,  attended  by  cough, 
the  cough  has  appeared,  during  the 
past  winter,  to  come  on  in  severer 
paroxysms  than  usual,  and  to  leave 
the  patient  more  free  from  a  sense 
of  irritation  in  the  intervals.  As  far 
as  our  own  observation  has  gone, 
this  has  been  very  general ;  and  af- 
ter the  recovery  has  so  far  advanced 
as  to  render  professional  attendance 
unnecessary,  these  paroxysms  have 
continued,  abating  gradually  in  length 
and  violence,  till  subdued  at  last 
by  the  curative  power  of  nature. 
Antispasmodics  have  proved,  in  our 
hands,  wholly  insufficient  to  arrest 
this  morbid  habit.  So,  also,  with  pain- 
ful affectiens  of  the  head.  Intermit- 
tent headachs  have  been  frequent, 


and  have  generally  yieHed  to  large 
doses  of  quinine  or  of  bark,  after 
active  emetics,  purgatives,  leeches, 
and  the  lancet,  had  been  tried  to  no 
purpose.  We  should  like  to  be  in- 
formed if  the  diseases  throughout  the 
country  have  partaken  more  than 
usual  of  an  intermittent  or  periodical 
character,  and  whether  the  prepara- 
tions of  bark  have  been  called 
for  more  than  usual  in  their  treat- 
ment. 


CLIMATE    OF    BARBADOES    FOR  CON- 
SUMPTIVE PERSONS. 

Individuals  who  have  visited  Italy, 
Madeira,  and  Barbadoes,  for  the 
purpose  of  recovery  from  incipient 
Phthisis,  have  given  the  decided 
preference  to  the  latter  resort.  The 
climate  of  Barbadoes  is  particularly 
serene  and  delightful  during  the 
months  of  December,  January,  Feb- 
ruary, March,  and  April, — the  period 
when  consumptive  persons  in  our 
latitude  feel  most  the  want  of  a  mild 
and  balmy  atmosphere.  The  surface 
of  the  tropical  island  is  more  level 
than  that  of  Madeira,  and  the  facili- 
ties for  exercise  consequently  great- 
er. Dr.  Johnson  recommends  this 
winter  residence  for  patients  af- 
fected with  tubercles  in  the  lungs, 
not  yet  advanced  to  the  softened 
state, — and  to  those  who  have  had 
haemoptysis,  but  who  have  not  actu- 
ally purulent  expectoration."  Be- 
fore and  after  the  period  above 
mentioned,  the  climate  of  this  island 
is  not  such  as  to  render  it  a  desirable 
resort  for  valetudinarians, — hurri- 
canes and  heavy  rains  preceding, 
and  excessive  heat  coming  on  af- 
ter it. 
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POISONING  BY  CHEESE. 

Although  cases  of  poison  from 
cheese  are  not  uncommon,  yet,  as 
far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn, 
no  chemical  analysis  has  yet  detected 
the  substance  to  which  such  injury 
is  to  be  attributed.  It  is  hence  con- 
cluded that  the  pernicious  quality  of 
the  cheese  must  depend  on  some  ar- 
ticle eaten  by  the  cow,  which,  in  the 
process  of  lactification,has  undergone 
such  changes  as  to  elude  the  tests  of 
the  chemist,  without  destroying  its 
power  of  deranging  the  functions  of 
system  when  received  into  the  sto- 
mach. 

The  only  objection  which  has  ap- 
peared to  invalidate  this  explanation 
is,  that  "  we  never  meet  with  similar 
effects  produced  by  drinking  milk." 
This  objection  is  sure  to  be  brought 
up  by  the  by-standers,  when,  in  at- 
tending on  a  case  such  as  we  have 
alluded  to,  the  physician  offers  the 
above  explanation  to  quiet  the  inqui- 
ries of  the  curious,  which  come  to 
him  with  so  much  earnestness  from 
every  direction  ; — the  profession  will 
thank  us,  therefore,  for  furnish- 
ing a  wrinkle  so  exceedingly  desira- 
ble on  such  occasions.  Several 
cases  of  poisoning  by  milk  are  relat- 
ed in  the  French  Journal  General 
de  Medecine.  The  milk  which  proved 
so  deleterious  to  all  who  drank  it, 
was  of  a  goat,  and  it  is  supposed  to 
have  been  affected  by  some  sour 
broth  which  she  had  taken, — the 
broth  having  been  left  to  sour  in  a 
copper  vessel. 


PRESSURE   IN  ASCITES. 

Dr.  Sperduza,  an  Italian  physician, 
has  successfully  applied  the  principle 


of  pressure  to  a  case  of  watery  effu- 
sion into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 
The  patient  was  a  female,  who  had 
labored  under  the  disease  some 
months.  It  was  originally  caused 
by  peritoneal  inflammation  succeed- 
ing accouchment.  At  the  time  the 
pressure  was  applied,  the  distention 
was  very  great,  emaciation  general, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  patient 
cachectic.  The  strength  was  greatly 
reduced  by  a  slow  fever  and  pro- 
tracted nursing;  the  digestive  func- 
tions deranged  ;  the  urine  scanty  and 
turbid  ;  thirst  urgent ;  bowels  con- 
stipated ;  and  the  usual  course  of 
diuretics,  mercurials,  &c.,  had  been 
resorted  to  without  benefit. 

Pressure  was  applied  to  the  abdo- 
men by  means  of  Monro's  bandage  ; 
and  under  its  influence,  the  quantity 
of  urine  increased,  until  at  length  it 
amounted  to  fifteen  pints  daily.  At 
the  expiration  of  the  third  week,  the 
abdominal  tumor  had  entirely  sub- 
sided, and  the  cure  was  completed 
by  sulphate  of  iron,  squills,  and  a 
generous  diet. 

This  is  certainly  a  riemarkably 
fortunate  case.  Could  we  point  to 
twenty  such,  the  practice  might  be 
recommended  with  confidence.  As 
it  is,  the  trial  ought,  perhaps,  to  be 
made  in  obstinate  cases,  though  we 
can  hardly  suppress  our  fears  that 
the  cure  of  this  lady  must  have  been 
owing  to  some  other  influence  than 
that  of  the  bandage. 


BLISTERS  IN  MEASLES. 

Several  cases  have  been  related  in 
recent  foreign  journals,  in  which  the 
symptoms  of  measles  were  rendered 
lighter  by  the  early  use  of  blisters. 
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It  is  said  this  practice  very  conside- 
rably diminishes  that  pulmonary  ir- 
ritation, which,  in  itself  and  its  con- 
sequences, is  usually  the  greatest  evil 
attendant  on  the  disease.  We  cau 
add  nothing  from  personal  experience, 
never  having  resorted  to  vesication 
htfort  tht  appearance  of  the  eruption. 
The  authorities  on  which  it  is  recom- 
mended are  entitled  to  confidence, 
and  we  therefore  present  it  to  the 
view  of  the  profession. 

CHIRAYITA  BARK. 

This  bark  appears  to  be  at  present 
quite  fashionable  in  England.  It  is 
supposed  to  be  particularly  suited  to 
cases  of  indigestion  ;  as  a  stomachic 
and  tonic  medicine,  it  is  said  to  be 
superior  to  the  Cinchona.  We  have 
not  as  yet  sufficient  practical  evi- 
dence of  this  superiority  to  recom- 
roeod  the  article  in  very  distinct  or 
strong  terms.  It  is  here  noticed  with 
a  view  only  of  referring  to  a  case  of 
Leucorrhoea,  attended  with  indiges- 
tion, in  which  the  extract  of  the 
Chirayita  was  successfully  used  by 
Dr.  Blundell.  He  prescribed  a 
drachm  of  the  extract,  with  five 
grains  of  powdered  cinnamon,  to  be 
taken  several  times  a  day. 

TENIA. 

The  essential  oil  of  wormwood  seeds 
has  been  used  with  success  in  cases 
of  tenia.  A  case  is  related  in  one 
of  the  European  Journals,  in  which 
10  drops  of  this  oil,  in  conjunction 
with  10  grains  of  calomel,  brought 
away  a  tape  wor^n,  ten  feet  in  length. 


Vapor  of  Iodine  fur  the  Cure  of 
Consumption. — A  letter  from  Dr. 
Berioo  was  lately  read  before  the 


Royal  Society  of  Medicine,  respect- 
ing the  employment  of  the  above- 
named  medicinal  agent  in  cases  of 
tubercular  consumption.  This  mode 
of  using  iodine  appears  to  the  author 
to  have  a  double  advantage — first,  in 
not  producing  gastric  irritation  ;  and 
being  also  immediately  applied  to  the 
diseased  part,  he  produces  the  vapor 
by  the  application  of  sulphuric  acid 
to  the  hvdriodaie  of  potash.  Air 
loaded  with  this  vapor  does  not  ex- 
cite the  least  irritation  in  the  throat. 
iSl.  Berton  cites  three  cases  in  which 
this  method  was  productive  of  good 
effects  :  in  two  of  them  the  cough 
and  expectoration  were  diminished, 
and  the  appetite  improved  ;  in  the 
third,  although  the  plan  had  not  been 
long  adopted,  the  relief  was  evident. 
M.  Berton  thinks  that  a  greater  num- 
ber of  facts  are  still  required  to  ena- 
ble us  to  pronounce  an  opinion  as  to 
the  real  value  of  this  medicine. 

Journal  Hebdomadaire, 


In  flammation  of  the  Veins  of  the 
Uterus  afttr  Parturition.  —  M. 
Dance,  in  a  memoir  just  published 
on  Uterine  Phlebitis,  has  related  from 
his  own  observation,  and  from  the 
works  of  Andral  and  Louis,  eleven 
cases  of  fatal  inflammation  of  the 
veins  of  the  uterus,  with  the  appear- 
ances which  were  witnessed  on  dis- 
section. This  most  dangerous  form 
of  uterine  inflammation  was  observed 
to  commence  most  frequently  a  few 
days  after  delivery,  with  rigors,  ge- 
neral uneasiness,  suppression  of  the 
lochia,  and  pain  and  sense  of  weight 
in  the  hypogastrium.  The  size  and 
sensibility  of  the  uterus  gradually 
increased,  the  expression  of  the  coun- 
tenance became  greatly  altered,  and 
prostration  of  strength,  with  delirium, 
and  other  symptoms  of  typhoid  fever, 
rapidly  succeeded,  and  destroyed  the 
patients.  This  disease  was  observed 
in  several  cases  to  be  complicated 
with  extensive  disorganization  in  re- 
mote organs  of  the  body  In  three 
cases  severe  pulmonary  symptoms 
occurred,  and  on  dissection  purulent 
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deposits  were  feund  io  the  substance 
of  the  lung^.  with  pleuritis  and  effu- 
sion into  the  sac  of  the  plpunu 

In  another  case  an  inflammatory 
swelling:  suddenly  formed  around  one 
of  the  joints.  The  veins  of  the  ute- 
rus were  in  most  of  these  cases  found 
inflamed,  and  in  a  state  of  suppura- 
tion, and  the  substance  of  the  uterus 
had  become  pieternaturally  soft,  and 
of  a  dark  color.  In  two,  the  perito- 
neal surface  of  the  uterus  was  cover- 
ed with  lymph. — Arckire^  Ginerales 
dt  Mcdtcifu,  December^  1S28. 


making  a  most  marked  difference 
between  this  disease  and  the  fatal 
cases  of  fever  usually  ruet  with  in 
France.  The  epidemic,  after  hav- 
ing been  stationary  for  a  time,  or 
rather,  perhaps,  diminished,  resumed 
its  activity  ;  a  dozen  or  fifteen  cases 
were  daily  admitted  into  the  hospi- 
tal, of  whom  frem  five  to  eight  died : 
some  perished  very  quickly,  that  i«, 
on  the  ihrrd  or  fourth  day  of  the 
disease.  After  this  the  frequency  of 
the  disease  gradually  diminished,  till 
it  entirely  subsided. 


Unusual  LengiJt  of  tie  Umbilical 
Chord. — In  the  obstetrical  observa- 
tions of  Dr.  Schneider,  of  Fulda,  a 
case  is  related,  in  which,  during  a 
very  tedious  labor,  the  contractions 
of  the  uterus  having  been  almost  in- 
stantaneously excited  by  a  large  dose 
of  secale  cornutum,  a  male  child  was 
born,  apparently  asphyxiated  by  the 
pressure  of  the  umbilical  chord,  which 
was  twisted  six  times  round  its  neck; 
but  having  been  immediately  extri- 
cated, the  child  »as  restored  to  life  ; 
the  umbilical  chord  was  five  feel  five 
inches  in  length. 

In  another  case  related  by  the 
tame  author,  the  umbilical  chord 
went  twice  round  the  neck,  and  once 
round  the  trunk,  from  whence  it 
passed  between  the  thighs  to  the 
placenta.  Besides  this  unusual 
length,  it  exhibited  a  real  knot,  which, 
as  appeared  from  the  eelatinous  sub- 
stance of  the  chord,  had  existed  a 
long  time  before  birth. 

Siebold.  Journ.fvr  Gehurtsch. 


Ferer  of  Gihraltcr. — A  letter 
from  M.  Louis  was  latelv  read  at 
the  sitting  of  the  Rival  Academy  of 
Mediciue  in  Paris.  From  this  it  ap- 
pears that  iu  his  upiuion  the  fever  is 
really  the  true  yellow  fever  of  the 
Antilles.  Ten  subjects  had  been 
opened  by  the  Commission  ;  in  none 
of  them  could  the  slightest  trace  of 
organic  le&ioo  be  discovered  j  thos 


NOTICES, 

Booksellers,  Pcblisheis  and  Au- 
thors, are  informed,  that  by  trans- 
mitting to  the  Editor,  free  of  ex- 
pense, a  copy  of  such  works  as  thej 
may  write  or  publish  ou  subjects  in- 
teresting to  the  medical  profession, 
they  will  be  entitled  to  a  notice  of 
such  works  in  the  pages  of  the  Jour- 
nal. 


Dr.  Gilbert's  case  of  ampatatk)a 
is  ackuowledged,  and  will  appear 
next  week. 

Dr.  Warren's  remarks  on  his 
cases  of  Neuralgia  will  also  appear 
in  the  next  number. 

Dr.  JoxEs,  of  Georgia,  hav- 
ing had  the  civility  to  forward  us  a 
copy  of  his  Essay  versus  Malaria,  it 
will  receive  early  attentioo. 


Died, — In  this  city,  April  13th, 
Hon.  David  Townsend.  M.D.  aet.  76. 

In  Sdlera,  on  the  31sl  of  March, 
Edward  Augustus  Holyoke,  M.D. 
L  L.D  ,  aet.  100. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


DENTAL  SURGERY. 

THIS  day  received  by  Benjamin  Per- 
kins &  Co.,  No.  135,  Washington 
Street,— A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GERY. -  In  three  parts. 

1.  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Dental 
Surgery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Dentist.  Denlicum  curam  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
<dentibus  laxantur  et  chylaceos  officinae  ; 
hinc  niille  malorum  occasiones. — Baglivi 
XIII.  March  17. 

ep6w 

LONDON  STATIONARY,  &c. 

JUST  received  by  COTTONS  &  BAR- 
NAIiD,  184  Washington  Street, 
Crown  and  Double  Crown  Tissue  Paper, 
large  thin  Bath  i^etter  Paper;  Billet  Pa- 
per, Demy  and  Royal  Bristol  Board,  do. 
do.  London  Board,  Newman's  Carmine, 
Music  Paper. 

A COPY  of  Bloomfield's  Critical  Digest 
of  Sacred  Annotation  on  the  Gos- 
pels, 3  vols.  8vo.  "  The  most  learned 
Commentary  in  the  English  lat)*uage." 
For  sale  by  COTTONS  &;  BARNARD, 
184  Washington  Street. 


CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 

THE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
lance for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  White's, 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 


mined, or  the  other  proper  measures  to  he 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express- 
ly disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.  This  machine  has  received 
the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  t6. 

Boston^  Feb.  6,  1829. 

NEW  BOOKS  FOR  CHILDREN. 

JUST  published  by  COTTONS  &  BAR- 
NARD, 184  Washington  Street. 
The  Waning  Moon,  by  the  author  of 
the  Rising  Sun  ;  The  While  Palfrey,  by 
the  author  of  Thomas  Mansfield  ;  The 
Kind  and  Happy  Child,  by  the  author  of 
the  White  Palfrey,  &;c. 

FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

COTTONS  &  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  for  sale,  the  fol- 
lowing Water  Colors,  of  an  excellent 
quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  Lamber- 
tye,  (France,)  viz:  Bistre,  Raw  Cassel, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  Pink, 
Seppia,  Violet  Lake,  Carmined  Lake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prussian  Blue,  Mineral 
Blue,  Indigo,  Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, Gamboge,  Yellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  Italian  Earth, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth, 
Crocus  Martial,  Green  Lake,  Sanders 
Green,  Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prus- 
sian Green,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red, 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
FlaUe  White. 

Also — a  great  variety  of'Newman's,  Ac- 
kerman's,  Reeves's  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boxes  and  separate  cak**s. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CONVERSA- 
TIONS. 

COTTONS  &  BARNAND,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  just  published, 
Sunday  School  Conversations  on  some  of 
the  interesting  subjects  recorded  in  the 
New  Testament.  By  the  author  of  the 
Factory  Girl,  The  Badge,  James  Talbot, 
&c. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communicatio'is  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  tl)e  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

Cases  of  J^euralgia^  or  painful 
Affections  of  JSTerves. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal, 

By  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  in 
Harvard  University. 

REMARKS. 

The  cases  I  have  related  are  in- 
tended to  serve  only  as  contribu- 
tions to  the  history  of  this  curious 
affection.  The  term  Neuralgia  is 
of  recent  invention,  and  has  been 
usually  applied  to  a  disease  of  the 
nerves  of  the  face  and  head.  It  is 
not  to  be  found  in  Cullen's  Nosolo- 
gy. Dr.  Good  has  introduced  it, 
and  makes  it  the  second  Genus  in 
the  order  Cinetica  and  class  Neu- 
rotica. He  defines  Neuralgia,  "  a 
contraction  and  distortion  of  a  par- 
ticular muscle,  or  group  of  muscles, 
with  partial  trepidations  and  acute 
lancinating  pains  in  the  course  of 
the  principal  nerves, — paroxysms 
short,  recurring  at  irregular  peri- 
ods." He  has  only  two  species, — 
1,  Faciei ;  2,  Pedis.  "  The  only 
species,"  he  remarks,  "  which  has 
hitherto  been  fully  described,  is  that 
which  attacks  the  face."  This  is 
the  disease  known  by  the  name  of 
"  Tic  douloureux."  The  second 
^  species, Pedis,"  is  described  from 
a  single  case  known  to  the  author, 
of  "  racking  pain  in  the  heel," 
which  he  considered  as  residing 
in  the  tibial  branch  of  the  ischiatic 
nerve,  and  perhaps  the  peroneal." 
12 


The  authority  of  D§.  Good  is 
worthy  of  the  highest  respect. 
We  cannot  believe,  however,  that 
the  most  powerful  and  penetrating 
mind  should  be  able  to  view  with 
equal  accuracy  the  vast  number  of 
diseases  comprehended  in  Nosology. 
His  definition  of  Neuralgia  appears 
to  be  essentially  wrong,  in  making 
the  disease  consist  of  muscular 
contractions.  Such  contractions 
are  indeed  very  often  observed  in 
that  species  which  had  particularly 
attracted  his  attention, — neuralgia 
of  the  face.  Even  in  this,  it  is  not 
found  in  the  early  stage  of  the  com- 
plaint. In  neuralgia  of  the  extre- 
mities and  trunk,  muscular  con- 
traction is  often  wanting.  If  we 
notice  the  cases  related  above,  it 
will  appear  to  have  existed  in  a 
very  small  portion  of  themj  and 
only  in  those  of  the  most  severe 
kind, — as  in  the  case  attended  by 
Dr.  Gorham,  and  that  by  Dr.  Pier- 
son, — while  in  the  greater  number, 
however  severe,  there  were  no 
distinct  muscular  contractions.  If 
these  remarks  are  well  founded, 
neuralgia  should  not  have  been 
placed  in  the  order  Cinetica,  that 
is,  of  diseases  affecting  the  muscles, 
but  rather  in  the  order  iEsthetica, 
diseases  affecting  the  sensations. 

The  seat  of  this  disorder  is  the 
nervous  substance,  situated  in  the- 
interior  of  the  nervous  fibrils, 
called  Medulla.  This  substance 
is  aflfected  to  a  greater  or  less  ex- 
tent, proportioned,  in  some  mea- 
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sure,  to  the  duration  of  the  disease. 
At  first  the  pain  is  very  limited, 
so  that  it  should  seem,  if  a  small 
portion  of  the  nerve  were  removed, 
the  disease  would  be  eradicated. 
Afterwards,  a  great  part,  or  the 
whole,  of  the  distal  course  of  the 
nerve  becomes  disordered  ;  but 
rarely  does  the  affection  proceed 
backwards  towards  the  spinal  mar- 
row and  l^ad.  In  some  instances, 
indeed,  branches  from  the  same 
stock  fall  into  the  disease, -^as  in 
the  tic  douloureux  of  the  sub-orbi- 
tar  branch  of  the  fifth  pair,  the 
pain,  after  some  time,  is  found  to 
exist  in  the  frontal  twig  of  the  or- 
bitar  branch,  and  in  the  dental  twig 
of  the  sub-maxillary  branch.  That 
the  disease  never  extends  back- 
wards I  would  by  no  means  assert. 
I  have  seen  cases  of  neuralgia  of 
the  face  which  led  to  the  belief 
that  the  complaint  had  crept  into 
the  foramina  and  canals,  through 
which  the  nerves  issue.  General- 
ly, however,  the  disease  is  confined 
to  the  more  su|)erficial  parts  of  the 
disordered  nerves. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  change 
in  the  nervous  medulla  we  are  un- 
able to  say.  According  to  our 
common  notions,  we  should  call  it 
chronic  inflammation  of  the  nervous 
matter.  There  is,  however,  no 
trace  of  inflammation  discoverable 
in  the  nerves  thus  affected.  A 
careful  examination  of  portions  of 
neuralgic  nerve  which  I  had  ex- 
cised, has  not  exhibited  any  appear- 
ance differing  from  that  of  other 
nerves.  Nor  have  we  any  satis- 
factory evidence  that  the  medullary 
substance  is  susceptible  of  inflam- 
mation. Analogy  would  rather 
lead  us  to  place  the  inflammatory 
action,  if  such  an  action  there  be 
in  these  cases,  in  the  membrane 
lining  the  fibrils, — a  part  so  minute, 
that  we  can  scarcely  expect  to 


support  the  opinion  by  observation. 
On  the  whole,  it  appears  most  pro- 
bable that  the  disease  consists  in 
some  peculiar  change  of  the  medul- 
la itself,  with  the  nature  of  which 
we  are  wholly  unacquainted. 

Records  of  diseases,  published 
in  the  manner  we  have  done  these, 
are  usually  attended  with  the  re- 
commendation of  some  specific  re- 
medy ;  and  some  physicians  seem 
to  think  it  scarcely  worth  while  to 
make  known  the  results  of  their 
experience,  unless  they  can  be  ac- 
companied with  the  suggestion  of 
an  article  of  the  materia  medica 
calculated  to  cure  them.  The 
object  of  all  medical  research  is, 
in  fact,  the  cure  of  diseases  ;  but 
this  should  be  founded,  if  possible, 
on  an  exact  knowledge  of  their  na- 
ture. Few  are  the  diseases  that 
are  cured  specifically  ;  by  much 
the  greater  number  are  to  be  re- 
moved only  by  the  application  of 
remedies  on  established  principles, 
and  by  sensible  and  distinct  effects. 
We  should  not,  therefore,  hesitate 
to  make  known  what  has  occurred 
in  our  observation  of  diseases,  be- 
cause we  cannot  at  once  with  the 
disease  exhibit  the  remedy.  In 
regard  to  neuralgia,  it  is  obvious 
that  none  of  the  articles  hitherto 
suggested  are  to  be  considered  as 
specific,  or  infallible,  or  of  general 
application. 

Remarks  on  some  of  the  principal 
Remedies  employed  in  this  Affec- 
tion. 

Of  the  Operation. — The  division 
of  the  nerve  by  the  knife  above  the 
diseased  part, — that  is,  between 
this  part  and  the  brain,  or  spinal 
marrow, — is  an  operation  wdiich 
would  naturally  present  itself. 
The  first  trials  of  it  encouraged 
the  hope  of  its  affording  certain 
relief.    This  hope  w^as  soon  extin- 
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guished  by  the  return  of  the  disease 
in  a  considerable  number  of  in- 
stances. On  its  being  ascertained 
that  nerves  were  capable  of  re- 
union like  other  parts,  and  of  car- 
rying on  their  functions  afterwards, 
it  appeared  proper  to  remove  or 
excise  a  portion  of  nerve,  instead 
of  merely  dividing  it.  This  mode 
of  operating  has  been  attended  with 
many  favorable  results  in  the  course 
of  my  experience.  Some  cases  of 
facial  neuralgia  have  been  cured, 
and  others  temporarily  relieved,  by 
it.  The  mode  I  have  adopted  is 
to  lay  bare  the  affected  nerve  as 
near  as  practicable  to  the  place 
where  it  issues, — to  pass  a  curved 
knife  under  the  highest  part,  and 
having  divided  it,  to  raise  half  an 
inch  of  the  nerve  and  to  remove 
this  portion.  The  wound  may  then 
be  closed  by  the  adhesive  inflam- 
mation. In  the  remarkable  case 
of  alfection  of  the  nerve  of  the  low- 
er jaw,  the  instant  the  nerve  was 
touched,  the  patient  expressed  the 
highest  gratification  at  the  discove- 
ry of  the  seat  of  the  complaint. 
This  has  happened  in  other  cases, 
and  may  be  considered,  when  it 
appears,  as  a  proof  that  the  opera- 
tion has  been  directed  to  the  right 
point.  In  this  part  of  the  body, 
the  operation  would,  I  suspect,  be 
successful  generally,  if  performed 
within  a  few  weeks  of  the  origin  of 
the  disease.  Nearly  all  the  in- 
stances within  my  notice  have  been 
of  long  standing  ;  the  diseased  habit 
has,  of  course,  been  confirmed,  and 
the  success  of  this  mode  of  treat- 
ment has,  therefore,  been  various. 

The  remarks  applied  to  the  head 
would,  perhaps,  be  equally  just  in 
relation  to  the  extremities  and  the 
trunk  ;  though  in  the  latter  situation 
it  would  not  always  be  possible  to 
attain  the  diseased  nerve.  The 
operation  on  the  extremities  has 


not  been  often  performed,  and  the 
results  have  not  generally  been  sa- 
tisfactory. The  want  of  success 
has  probably  arisen,  in  many  in- 
stance-^, from  the  cause  before 
named, — the  very  bad  condition 
the  patient  has  reached  before  any 
operation  has  been  performed.  Let 
it  be  done  as  soon  as  all  other  re- 
medies have  failed,  and  it  will, 
perhaps,  be  done  successfully.  In 
the  affection  of  the  sciatic  nerve, 
nothing  would  justify  this  mode  of 
treatment, — since  it  would  para- 
lyze the  limb, — but  the  prospect 
of  inevitable  death.  In  the  disease 
of  the  ulnar  nerve,  below  the  el- 
bow, and  of  the  peroneal,  below  . 
the  knee,  the  excision,  performed 
early,  w^ould  no  doubt  often  give 
relief.  When  the  disease  is  of 
long  standing,  neither  excision  nor 
the  amputation  of  the  limb  is  to  be 
relied  on  ;  for  the  whole  course  of 
the  nerve  becomes  diseased.  If 
the  complaint  has  been  brought  on 
by  accident,  the  probability  of  suc- 
cess is  increased.  The  case  of  Dr. 
Pierson  affords  great  encouragement 
to  attempt  the  relief  of  the  patient 
in  the  most  severe  and  protracted 
cases.  The  recollection  of  this 
case  suggests  the  occurrence  of  a 
fact  which  I  have  repeatedly  no- 
ticed after  these  operations.  In  a 
number  of  instances,  the  paroxysms 
have  not  disappeared  at  once  ;  they 
have  presented  themselves,  some- 
times, with  a  violence  but  little  di- 
minished for  a  time,  and  have  af- 
terwards suddenly  disappeared  ; 
while  in  others  they  have  diminish- 
ed very  gradually  to  their  final 
disappearance.  This  shows  the 
force  of  organic  habit  in  maintain- 
ing the  disease.  The  same  is  de- 
monstrated by  a  fact  of  a  different 
nature.  After  the  paroxysms  have 
been  cured,  the  exposure  to  cold, 
or  the  occurrence  of  an  injury,  has 
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reproduced  them  in  the  same,  or 
in  neighboring  nerves. 

Carbonate  of  Iron, — This  medi- 
cine has  been  of  late  years  repre- 
sented to  be  almost  a  specific  for 
the  cure  of  neuralgia.  In  most 
of  the  cases  related  in  these  pa- 
pers, it  was  given  for  a  long  or 
short  time,  and  the  result  has 
shown  that  it  has  no  claim  to  be 
considered  an  infallible  remedy. 
The  doses  in  which  I  employed  it 
in  adults  were  from  twenty  grains 
to  two  drachcns,  or  one  hundred 
and  twenty  grains,  given  three 
times  in  twenty-four  hours.  Ma- 
ny persons  were  unable  to  bear 
a  small  dose  without  great 
disturbance  in  the  stomach  and 
intestines,  the  medicine  being  ei- 
ther rejected,  or  causing  oppres- 
sion, pain,  and  distressing  feelings. 
Such  were  the  effects  on  many 
delicate  females.  Strong  and 
healthy  men  have  borne  the  high- 
est dose  without  difficulty  ;  and 
in  one  of  the  cases  related,  a  lady 
took  the  full  dose  for  many  suc- 
cessive weeks.  The  curative 
effect,  on  the  whole,  has  been 
less  than  was  expected.  Of  the 
great  number  of  patients  in  which 
it  was  employed,  the  only  con- 
firmed one  in  which  its  influence 
was  well  marked,  was  the  case  of 
the  lady  just  alluded  to.  In  one 
or  two  very  recent  cases,  the 
pain  disappeared  on  the  use  of  a 
few  doses  ;  and  I  have,  at  this 
time,  a  patient  with  neuralgia  of 
the  frontal  nerve, — that  is,  of  the 
frontal  twig  of  the  orbitar,  or  first 
branch  of  the  fifth  pair, — in  whom 
this  medicine,  with  the  aid  of 
leeches,  appeared  to  make  a 
strong  impression  on  the  disease 
for  a  time.  I  must  remark,  how- 
ever, that  while  given  alone  it 
had  no  effect,  and  that  even  in 
combination  with  the  abstraction 


of  blood  the  effect  seems  to  be 
undecided.  The  patient  has  had 
recurrences  of  the  paroxysms, 
with  nearly  their  original  force, 
and  I  am  led  to  believe  that  after 
allowing  a  reasonable  time  for  the 
fluctuations  common  to  this  com- 
plaint, they  will  return  with  their 
full  severity,  and  eventually  yield 
to  nothing  but  the  knife.  The 
species  of  neuralgia  in  which  it 
has  shown  some  degree  of  effica- 
cy, are  those  of  the  face  and  those 
from  injury.  In  the  case  where 
much  might  have  been  expected 
from  it, — that  of  the  sciatic  nerve*, 
— it  has  not  been  successful  in  a 
single  instance  that  I  have  disco- 
vered. My  experience  in  the 
use  of  this  medicine  leads  me  to 
place  little  confidence  on  it  in  this 
and  other  complaints  ;  yet,  as  it  is 
usually  harmless,  I  am  willing  to 
give  it  a  trial,  on  the  faith  of  oth- 
ers, in  these  protracted  diseases, 
wherever  it  causes  no  inconve- 
nience. 

Sulphate  of  Iron. — This  valua- 
ble and  active  salt  has  not  been 
much  employed  in  neuralgic  cases. 
It  merits  a  more  extensive  use. 
In  a  severe  case  of  neuralgia  of 
the  uterus,  I  think  the  cure  to 
have  been  effected  principally  by 
it.  Let  it  be  understood,  howe- 
ver, that  both  leeches  and  blis- 
ters were  employed  for  a  part  of 
the  period  of  cure.  The  sulphate 
was  used  most  constantly,  and  for 
the  longest  time.  In  a  case  of 
sciatica,  where  it  was  employed 
without  any  other  remedies  but 
rest  and  a  regulated  regimen,  the 
patient  recovered  under  its  use  ; 
but  after  a  considerable  interval, 
relapsed  from  exposure  to  fresh 
exciting  causes,  and  when  it  was 
again  resorted  to,  no  beneficial 
effect  was  perceived.  No  doubt 
it  is  a  medicine  of  great  efficacy, 
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and  I  can  confidently  recommend 
its  use  wherever  iron  is  required. 
The  best  way  of  giving  it  is  in 
pills  of  three  grains,  three  times 
a  day,  made  up  with  an  equal 
quantity  of  Extract  of  Ju  fans 
cinerea,  or  American  butternut. 

Belladonna^  Conium,  Hyoscya- 
mus,  Stramonium. — While  these 
powerful  articles  are  not  to  be 
passed  without  notice,  I  can  add 
nothing  to  what  has  been  already 
published  of  them.  They  have 
been  very  freely  employed  in  a 
considerable  number  of  the  cases 
recorded,  yet  without  any  other 
than  their  usual  effects  as  narco- 
tics. Capt.  E.  recovered  of  a 
very  obstinate  sciatic  neuralgia 
under  the  full  use  of  these  arti- 
cles. He  had  at  the  same  time 
very  deep  and  extensive  caustics 
along  the  course  of  the  peroneal 
nerve,  and  to  the  latter,  rather 
than  the  former,  did  I  attribute 
his  cure. 

Opium. — Wretched  indeed 
would  be  the  sufferers  with  this 
disease,  had  we  not  opium  to  re- 
lieve them.  This  is  the  only  me- 
dicine that  can  be  trusted  to  afford 
a  sure,  though  perhaps  transient, 
mitigation  of  pain.  Some  take  it 
without  much  inconvenience, 
while  others  experience  all  its 
bad  as  well  as  beneficial  effects, 
and  in  this  case  we  must  lessen 
these  effects  as  well  as  we  can, 
since  its  use  cannot  be  relinquish- 
ed. The  dose  must  accord  with 
the  constitution  of  the  patient, 
and  gradually  increase  with  the 
length  of  time  it  is  used.  In  in- 
cipient cases,  it  sometimes  crush- 
es the  disease. 

Cinchona  and  Sulphate  of  Qui- 
j  nine. — These  articles  have  not 
I  had  any  effect  in  diminishing  or 
preventing  the  paroxysms,  so  far 
as  I  have  had  experience  of^  them. 


Emetics^  Purgatives,  Regulation 
of  the  digestive  Organs. — A  bad 
condition  of  the  digestive  appara- 
tus, coinciding  with  a  local  cause, 
sometimes  brings  on  neuralgia, 
and  often  excites  it  when  it  has 
previously  existed.  While  these 
derangements  thus  produce  and 
co-exist  with  neuralgic  affection, 
they  are  sometimes  seen  to  alter- 
nate with  them. — Emetics  are 
frequently  required  in  the  treat- 
ment of  these  cases,  especially 
when  narcotics  are  employed. 
Their  effect  is  almost  always  be- 
neficial. They  interrupt  the 
course  of  the  paroxysms  for  some 
time. — Purgatives  have  the  same 
effect  in  a  degree  less  remarka- 
ble. I  have,  however,  known  a 
patient,  laboring  under  a  genuine 
tic  douloureux  of  the  sub-orbitar 
nerve, — the  most  frequent  seat 
of  this  species, — who,  after  suf- 
fering three  or  four  weeks  with 
pain,  not  mitigated  by  any  reme- 
dies^ was  cured  by  a  single  full 
dose  of  calomel,  and  remains  well 
at  this  time,  after  the  lapse  of  a 
year. — A  regulated  regimen  is 
necessary  in  all  cases.  If  the 
patient  is  strong  and  full-blooded, 
a  very  strict  system  of  abstinence 
will  be  found  beneficial.  When 
the  subject  is  of  a  weak,  scrofu- 
lous, irritable  habit,  so  severe  a 
system  is  productive  of  nothing 
but  mischief. 

General  and  Local  Bloodletting:. 
— The  patients  who  have  come 
under  my  care  have  rarely  been 
in  a  state  for  bleeding  from  the 
arm,  and  so  far  as  I  have  employ- 
ed it,  the  advantages  have  not 
been  remarkable.  When  the  pa- 
tient is  strong  and  not  old,  abstrac- 
tion of  blood  from  the  arm  would 
seem  to  be  called  for  in  neuralgia 
of  the  trunk  of  the  body. 

Leeches  and  cupping  are  very 
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valuable  remedies  in  the  different 
species  of  this  disease.  Most 
cases  of  neuralgia  of  the  face,  of 
the  side,  and  other  parts  of  the 
trunk,  and  of  the  extremities, 
seem  to  obtain  temporary  relief 
from  them.  For  the  affection  of 
the  intercostal  and  sciatic  nerves, 
cupping  appears  to  be  best  suited; 
and  for  the  other  species,  leeches. 
The  use  of  a  great  number  of 
leeches  at  once  is  not  so  benefi- 
cial in  complaints  of  the  nerves 
as  in  those  of  the  bloodvessels. 
The  application  of  six  or  eight  at 
one  time,  repeated  two  or  three 
times  in  a  week,  is  usually  better 
than  if  a  greater  number  were 
applied  ;  for  if  the  patient  gets 
much  exhausted  by  them,  the  pa- 
roxysms are  sure  to  be  more  vio- 
lent. 

Vesication  by  Cantharides. — 
Perhaps  of  all  the  remedies  for 
this  disease,  blistering  is  the  most 
frequently  useful.  In  very  recent 
attacks,  a  single  blister  will  some- 
t'mes  remove  the  pain  without  a 
return.  In  those  of  long  standing, 
it  often  alleviates  the  patients' 
sufferings  while  its  irritation  lasts. 
It  is  better  to  apply  fresh  blisters 
from  time  to  time,  than  to  keep 
open  old  ones,  as  is  done  in  dis- 
eased joints.  Sometimes  it  hap- 
pens that  the  pain  from  a  blister 
is  greater  in  this  than  in  other 
cases,  yet  in  such  instances  it 
seems  to  be  more  thnn  usually 
efficacious.  When  the  patient 
suffers  a  violent  strangury,  there 
is  the  greater  reason  to  expect 
relief.  I  have  at  this  time  in 
treatment,  a  patient,  who,  three 
years  since,  was  cured  of  a  pa- 
roxysm in  the  sciatic  nerve  by  a 
single  blister,  and  the  following 
year  in  the  same  manner.  This 
season  she  has  had  a  very  severe 
attack  of  ^some  weeks'  duration, 


resisting  a  great  variety  of  reme- 
dies; but  under  the  use  of  a  series 
of  blisters,  applied  successively 
to  the  thigh,  knee,  and  outer  an- 
kle, producing  most  violent  stran- 
gury, she  is  at  length  relieved 
from  the  pain,  and  suffers  only 
from  extreme  weakness. 

Moxa^  Caustic  Potass. — The 
cases  related  in  these  papers  may 
seem  to  exhibit  an  unjust  neglect 
of  a  remedy  so  powerful  asMoxa. 
This  application  I  have,  however, 
freely  employed  in  cases  which  I 
have  not  here  introduced,  both  of 
the  face  and  extremities.  In  a 
case  of  affection  of  the  sub-orbitar 
branch  it  was  applied  five  or  six 
times  ;  and  in  one  of  the  sciatic 
nerve  much  more  freely,  and  in 
various  parts  of  the  limb.  In  none 
of  the  cases  in  which  I  used  it  has 
it  been  distinctly  beneficial,  whe- 
ther applied  so  as  to  excite  the 
skin,  or  to  destroy  it  and  make  ati 
eschar.  This  unfavorable  result 
I  attribute  not  to  its  inefficiency, 
but  to  the  fixed  nature  of  the 
cases  in  which  it  was  used.  In 
recent  ones  it  would,  I  think, 
prove  more  successful. — Caustic 
potass,  when  I  have  employed  it, 
has  been  used  so  as  to  produce  a 
very  large  and  deep  slough.  It 
has  been  repeatedly  beneficial,. 
Capt.  E.,  with  a  bad  sciatica, 
was  cured  under  its  use  ;  and  I 
thought  the  cure  was  principally 
owing  to  it,  as  the  other  remedies 
produced  no  distinct  effect  till  af- 
ter it  was  used.  It  was  applied 
at  the  part  recommended  by  Co- 
tunnio  for  blistering  in  sciatica, — 
below  and  on  the  outside  of  the 
knee,  over  the  peroneal  nerve. 
The  slough  was  three  inches  long, 
one  and  a  half  wide,  and  so  deep 
as  to  remove  everything  on  the 
outside  of  the  fascia.  This  large 
cavity  was  filled  with  peas,  which 
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were  sometimes  anointed  with 
juniper  cerate  ;  and  this  mode  of 
dressing  was  continued  till  the 
pain  disappeared.  Such  a  mode 
of  applying  caustic  potass  requires 
caution  and  experience  in  the  use 
of  this  article,  otherwise  parts 
may  be  affected  which  ought  to  be 
intact.* 

Hot  Fomentations^  Affusion  of 
hot  Water  J  or  Douche. — Hot  fo- 
mentations are  often  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  neuralgia  of  the  ex- 
tremities. Their  effects  depend- 
ing on  the  heat  and  moisture,  it  is 
not  important  what  kind  of  fomen- 
tations are  used,  unless  in  very 
severe  cases,  when*  it  may  be 
justifiable  to  employ  the  leaves 
of  powerful  narcotics,  as  stramo- 
nium and  hyoscyamus.  I  should 
not  advise  their  application  over 
an  extensive  surface,  as  the 
degree  of  absorption  which  may 
take  place  is  wholly  uncertain. 

*  I  once  saw  a  caustic  so  applied  as  to 
open  one  of  the  synovial  sacs  communi- 
cating with  the  knee  joint ;  and  although 
the  disease  was  a  bad  white  swelling, 
that  would  of  itself  have  required  the  am- 
putation of  the  limb,  the  effect  of  this 
caustic  was  such  as  to  demand  an  ampu- 
tation of  the  limb  to  save  the  patient's 
life,  had  there  been  no  white  swelling. 
There  is  no  danger  in  its  use  when  pro- 
perly directed. 

The  safest  mode  of  applying  it  is  to  cut 
a  hole  in  a  piece  of  adhesive  plaster,  of 
the  size  of  the  eschar  to  be  made.  Then 
to  rub  the  end  of  a  stick  of  the  caustic  in 
the  hole,  until  the  skin  is  cauterized 
through,  which  may  be  effected  in  about 
twenty  minutes.  A  more  speedy  and  ef- 
fectual way  is  to.cut  a  hole  in  the  adhe- 
sive plaster,  two-thirds  of  the  size  of  the 
eschar,  to  fill  this  hole  with  caustic  potass 
in  a  powdered  state,  to  the  thickness  of 
one-eighth  of  an  inch,  and  cover  the  plas- 
ter with  another,. and  confine  it  by  a  ban- 
dage. This  may  be  removed  in  six  hours, 
and  dressed  with  a  poultice,  or  with  sim- 
ple cerate.  This  plan  should  be  resorted 
to  only  when  there, is  a  good  thickness  of 
cellular  membrane  under  the  skin.  The 
caustic  of  potass  and  lime  is  more  safe 
than  the  other,^but  it  is  diflficult  to  pre- 
pare, and  to  preserve  in  a  caustic  state. 


The  fomentation  of  Conium  and 
that  of  the  white  poppy  are  safe  ; 
and  I  think  I  have  seen  advantages 
from  them,  and  from  the  use  of 
hops  in  the  same  manner.  The 
hot  douche  has  been  very  useful 
in  many  of  these  cases.  The 
manner  of  employing  it  has  been 
this  : — A  small  hose,  eight  or  ten 
feet  long,  is  connected  with  a  re- 
servoir of  hot  water,  and  at  the 
lower  end  is  placed  a  stop-cod , 
with  a  quarter  of  an  inch  bore, 
which  is  to  be  directed  to  the 
affected  limb.  The  temperature 
of  the  water  should  be  about  110 
deg.  Fahrenheit.  Some  patients 
bear  it  even  hotter  than  this. 
The  sense  of  heat  and  cold  varies 
in  different  individuals  with  neu- 
ralgia. To  some,  all  liquids  ap- 
pear hot  ;  to  others,  cold.  They 
have  generally  borne  the  affusion 
of  water  at  a  degree  of  heat  not 
to  be  supported  by  a  healthy  limb. 
It  should  be  continued  as  long  as 
the  patient  can  bear  it,  and  this 
is  about  ten  minutes  in  most  cases, 
though  in  some  it  cannot  be  sup- 
ported longer  than  five  at  one 
time.  When  practicable,  it  should 
be  administered  twice  a  day. 
The  application  is  to  be  followed 
by  gentle  frictions  of  olive  oil, 
continued  a  few  minutes.  The 
douche  thus  employed  is  an  ad- 
mirable remedy,  and  has  proved 
completely  curative  in  some 
cases,  and  alleviated  the  suffer- 
ings in  many. 

General  View  of  the  Treatment  of 
this  Disease. 

The  proper  treatment  will  vary 
in  some  respects  according  to  the 
nerve  affected.  The  different 
cases  which  have  been  stated  will 
show  what  treatment  appeared 
to  me  most  proper  in  each  of  the 
species  ;  but  as  I  do  not  expect 
that  those  into  whose  hands  these 
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papers  may  fall  will  take  the 
trouble  to  read  all  I  have  written, 
I  shall  condense  the  most  impor- 
tant parts  of  the  treatment  in  a 
few  words. 

The  first  point  to  be  settled  is 
the  seat  of  the  disease,  or  the 
precise  nerve  affected.  This 
can  usually  be  done  by  the  sensa- 
tion of  the  patient,  and  a  proper 
knowledge  of  the  course  of  the 
nerves.  Next,  we  must  investi- 
gate the  condition  of  the  digestive 
organs,  and  administer  proper  re- 
medies, if  required  ;  since  it  has 
appeared  that  the  disease  some- 
times depends  on,  and  is  often  ag- 
gravated by,  a  derangement  in 
that  part  of  the  animal  economy. 
Then,  leeches  are  to  be  applied 
as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  affect- 
ed part,  and  repeated  two  or 
three  times  a  week  ;  or  if  the 
patient  is  of  a  weak  constitution, 
or  in  an  exhausted  state  from 
disease,  the  best  application  would 
be  blisters,  employed  in  a  series, 
for  two  or  three  weeks,  and  of  as 
large  size  as  the  part  affected 
will  admit.  When  the  patient  is 
full  of  blood,  venesection  is  very 
proper  ;  but  this  is  rarely  the 
case.  The  disease  not  yielding 
to  these  remedies,  I  should  put 
the  patient  on  a  course  of  Carbo- 
nate or  Sulphate  of  Iron.  The 
former,  if  the  nerves  of  the  head 
were  the  seat  of  the  disease,  in 
the  dose  of  from  one  to  two 
drachms,  three  times  a  day  ;  the 
latter,  if  the  trunk  or  extremities 
were  affected,  to  the  amount  of 
three  grains,  four  times  in  twen- 
ty-four hours,  at  the  same  time 
using  the  hot  douche.  After  a 
proper  use  of  such  remedies  for 
the  space  of  six  weeks,  I  should 
propose  to  excise  a  portion  of  the 
disordered  nerve,  whenever  its 
situation  rendered  the  operation 
practicable.    Should  this  not  be 


the  fact,  then  may  be  employed 
the  other  remedies  mentioned, 
especially  Conium,  Stramonium, 
and  Opium  internally,  and  the 
cautery,  actual  or  potential,  ex- 
ternally. 

The  following  remarks  on  the 
nature  and  treatment  of  this  com- 
plaint, occur  to  me  as  of  sufficient 
importance  to  be  presented  in  a 
distinct  form. 

1.  Neurakia  is  a  disease  of  the 
nerves.  *The  muscles  are  disor- 
dered in  a  secondary  way  only. 

2.  This  affection  is  not  confined 
to  the  head.  All  the  principal 
nerves  of  the  body  are  liable  to 
be  affected  with  it,  but  superficial 
nerves  more  than  others. 

3.  After  being  subdued  on  the 
firstattack,  it  is  apt  to  return  on  the 
application  of  exciting  causes,  and 
to  become  one  of  the  most  intrac- 
table of  complaints. 

4.  There  is  no  remedy  which 
can  be  considered  a  specific  cure 
for  it.  There  is  no  one  remedy 
that  is  often  successful.  It  is  to 
be  combated  by  various  agents 
judiciously  adapted  to  the  pecu- 
liarities of  the  case. 

5.  Of  consequence,  the  Carbo- 
nate of  Iron  is  not  entitled  to  the 
praises  which  have  been  bestowed 
on  it  ;  nor  is  Hemlock,  Stramo- 
nium, or  Belladonna. 

6.  A  surgical  operation  for  ex- 
cision of  the  affected  nerve  is  fre- 
quently successful  in  the  early 
part  of  the  disease,  and  often  fails 
in  a  protracted  case,  even  when  it 
gives  temporary  relief. 

7.  This  operation,  when  suc- 
cessful, is  not  always  followed  by 
immediate  disappearance  of  the 
paroxysms. 

8.  The  affusion  of  hot  water  is 
a  valuable  remedy,  when  the  dis- 
ease is  seated  in  an  extremity. 

0.  The  physical  and  intellcc- 
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tual  constitution  of  the  patient  is 
to  be  studied  carefully  at  first, 
and  kept  in  view  during  the  whole 
course  of  the  disease. 

10.  The  patient  is  never  to  be 
abandoned  to  his  sufferings.  When 
the  more  approved  remedies  have 
been  tried,  the  most  extraordinary 
practice  is  justifiable.* 


II. 

Partial  -Amputation  of  the  Ilandj 
across  the  Metacarpal  Bones. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal, 

By  Daniel  Gilbert,  M.D. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  A.  F,  had 
the  two  fore-fingers  of  the  right 
hand  torn  off  at  the  knuckle  joints 
in  a  saw-mill.  The  skin  and  mus- 
cles over  the  metacarpal  bones 
were  very  much  lacerated.  The 
consequence  was,  that  the  extre- 
mities of  the  bones  were  left  in  a 
projecting  state,  and  it  was  thought 
necessary  that  the  hand  should  be 
partially  amputated.  The  ope- 
ration 1  performed  as  follows  : — 
An  incision  was  made  on  the 
outer  surface  of  the  hand,  as  far 
as  the  ring-finger,  and  the  same 
on  the  inner  surface  ;  also,  an  in- 
cision at  right  angles  was  made 
on  the  inner  and  outer  surface  of 
the  metacarpal  bone  next  to  the 
fore-finger,  and  the  skin  dissected 
up  to  make  a  flap  to  cover  the 
metacarpal  bone  of  the  ring-finger. 
The  skin  was  also  dissected  back 


*  1  knew  a  patient  who  was  ordered, 
and  actually  took,  ?eventy  emetics  of 
Sub-sulphate  of  Mercury  and  Red  Oxide 
of  Mercury,  on  seventy  successive  days. 
This  is  not  mentioned  as  altogether  com- 
mendable, but  Ua  an  instance  of  extraor- 
dinary practice  ;  and  it  is  to  be  added,  as 
more  extraordinary  than  the  practice  it- 
self, that  she  did  not  die  of  the  medicine, 
but  of  the  disease. 


on  the  outer  and  inner  surface  of 
the  hand,  and  the  muscles  and 
tendons  divided  to  the  bone.  A 
narrow  bladed  knife  was  then 
passed  through  each  of  the  inter- 
osseal  spaces, — a  retractor  with 
three  heads  was  passed  through 
each  of  these  spaces,  and  confined 
by  an  assistant.  With  a  saw  the 
two  bones  were  cut  through.  The 
hemorrhage  was  slight,  and  when 
stopped,  the  flaps  were  brought 
together  and  secured.  The  pa- 
tient has  been  comfortable  since, 
and  the  wound  is  now  entirely 
healed. 

BratthhorougJt,  Vi.  April  18,  1829. 
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THE  NEW  MEDICINES. 

Nature,  Effects,  and  Modes  of  pre- 
scribing  what  are  called  the  Nem 
Medicines. 

Several  of  our  subscribers  having 
from  time  to  time  expressed  a  desire 
that  we  should  insert  in  the  Journal 
what  we  know  of  these  remedies,  we 
shall  endeavor,  in  some  degree,  to 
comply  with  their  request.  A  full 
account  of  such  medicinal  agents 
would  occupy  room  to  little  purpose, 
since,  their  leading  characteristics 
made  known,  their  combination  and 
practical  use  must  be  left  to  the  judg- 
ment of  each  individual.  As  these 
new  medicines  are  sometimes  expen- 
sive, we  shall  add  the  price  of  each, 
as  it  may  be  procured  in  this  city ; 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
doses  are  so  minute,  that,  although 
prima  facie  extravagant  articles,  they 
are  not,  to  the  consumer,  much  more 
costly  than  the  drugs  from  which 
they  are  extracted. 

I.  Morphine. — This  is  the  peculiar 
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alkali  of  opium,  and  is  entirely  freed 
from  the  narcotine,  which  is  the 
principle  in  opium  and  laudanum 
that  is  so  apt  to  irritate  and  disorder 
the  nervous  system.  Morphine  is 
said  to  be  a  direct  anodyne,  and  af- 
ter its  sedative  operation  is  ended, 
the  nervous  system  remains  in  an 
undisturbed  and  tranquil  state.  The 
black  drop,  and  several  other  prepa- 
rations of  opium,  have  been  said  to  ef- 
fect this  desirable  purpose,  but  each 
in  its  turn  hns  failed.  We  hope  a 
different  fate  will  attend  the  substance 
here  treated  of. 

The  citrate^  the  sulpliatc^  and  the 
acetate,  are  three  salts  of  morphine 
which  have  been  used  in  medicine, 
but  the  latter  is  preferred  to  either 
of  the  others.  The  syrup  of  acetate 
is  a  favorite  remedy  among  the 
French.  The  solution  of  the  ace- 
XA\e  is  most  used  in  Boston,  and  in- 
deed generally  preferred.  T\\e  price 
of  Morphine  is  thirty-two  dollars  the 
ounce.  The  acetate  and  sulphate 
are  the  same.  The  solution  of  ace- 
tate, $2  the  ounce. 

Modes  of  prescribing  Morphine, 

1.  Purt  Morphine. — Dose,  from  1-8  to 

1-4  of  a  grain  or  more. 
2^  Syrup  of  Acetate  of  Morphine. 
Take  of 

Perfectly  clarified  Syrup,  1  lb.  troy. 
Acetate  of  morphine,      4  grains. 
Make  a  syrup.    Dose,  from  2  to  4 
teaspoonsful. 

3.  Syrup  of  Sulphate  of  Morphine. 

Take  of 

Perfectly  clarified  Syrup,  1  pound. 

Sulphate  of  Morphine,  4  grains. 
Make  a  syrup.    Dose,  from  2  to  4 

teaspoonsful.  , 

4.  Anodyne  Drops. 

Take  of 

Acetate  of  Morphine,  16  grains. 

Distilled  Water,  1  ounce. 

Acetic  Acid,  3or4drops. 

Alcohol,  1  drachm. 

Mix.    Dose,  from  G  to  24  drops. 


5r  Solution  of  Acetate  of  Morphine. 
Take  of 

Acetate  of  Morphine,  16  grains. 
Distilled  Water,  6  drachms. 

Diluted  Acetic  Acid,    2  drachms. 
Make  a  Solution.    Dose,  from  6  to 
24  drops. 

II.  Narcotine. — From  what  we 
have  said  of  Morphine,  our  readers 
can  judge  of  the  effect  of  Narcotine. 
It  promises  nothing  as  a  medicine  ; 
it  is  only  a  chemical  curiosity,  and 
sells  for  the  moderate  price  of  ^80 
an  ounce. 

III.  Extract  of  Opium  deprived 
of  Narcotine. — The  action  of  this 
substance  is  decidedly  narcotic,  and 
entirely  like  that  of  Morphine,  only 
weaker.  "  I  have  employed  it,*' 
says  Magendie,  "  in  practice,  with 
advantage,  especially  on  a  young 
Greek  physician  of  the  greatest  pro- 
mise, who  had  not  been  able  to  bear 
well  the  common  aqueous  extract  of 
the  shops. 

'*  This  new  preparation  of  opium, 
therefore,  seems  to  deserve  the  at- 
tention of  physicians."  Dose,  from 
half  a  grain  to  two  grains. 

IV.  Extract  of  Opium  deprived 
of  Morphine. — ^Four  grains  of  this 
are  not  quite  equivalent  to  a  grain  of 
morphine.  Usual  dose,  from  two  to 
six  grains. 

ASPHYXIA  IN  INFANTS. 

The  Recovery  of  Children  horn  ap' 
parently  still. 

The  means  of  bringing  into  action 
the  inert  organs  of  an  infant  which 
exhibits,  at  birth,  no  evidence  of  life, 
are  so  familiar  to  the  profession, that 
we  shall  not  obtrude  on  our  readers 
even  an  ermmeration  of  them.  We 
would,  however,  suggest  the  impor- 
tance of  greater  perseverance  tlian 
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is  customary  in  the  use  of  these 
means.  An  hour  appears  very  long 
to  a  physician  engaged  in  fruitless 
attempts  to  blow  the  spark  of  life  to 
such  a  blaze  that  its  processes  will 
go  on  without  his  aid  ;  yet  he  ought 
not  to  be  discouraged  at  the  expira- 
tion of  this  period,  unless  some  other 
reasons  than  the  failure  of  his  efforts 
lead  him  to  believe  that  further  ex- 
ertions will  be  useless.  Instances 
have  come  to  our  knowledge  in  which 
infants  have  been  resuscitated  afier 
two  hours  of  asphyxia,  and  a  case  of 
such  wonderful  encouragement  is  re- 
corded in  the  Lancet,  that,  had  not  the 
gentleman  given  his  address, we  should 
have  regarded  his  history  with  incre- 
dulity. This  case  occurred  to  Mr. 
Henry  Pointer,  Eaton,  Eng.,  and 
the  communication,  dated  January 
9j  1829,  is  in  the  following  terms  : — 
Mr.  Pointer  was  sent  for  to  a  Mrs. 
Groves,  of  Staines,  Middlesex,  arriv- 
ed at  the  full  period  of  utero-gesta- 
tion,  whom  he  delivered  of  twins,  a 
boy  and  a  girl ;  the  boy,  which  was 
the  second  child,  apparently  dead. 
Having  used  the  means  to  restore 
the  child,  without  success,  Mr  Poin- 
ter wrapped  it  up  in  a  flannel,  and 
laid  it  on  the  hearth  before  the  fire. 
This  occurred  about  eleven  o'clock, 
A.  M.  The  following  morning, 
about  the  same  time,  Mr.  Pointer 
called  to  see  the  patient;  the  child 
was  still  lying  in  the  situation  he  left 
it  in,  but  retained  a  little  warujth. 
Conceiving,  as  the  child  retained 
some  warmth,  there  must  be  life, 
Mr.  Pointer  desired  the  nurse  to  give 
it  some  gin  ;  two  teaspoonsful  were 
given  in  its  pure  state.  In  a  short 
time  after,  the  child  began  to  show 
some  symptoms  of  life,  and  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  began  to  cry,  to 
the  astonishment  of  mother  and 
nurse.  This  boy  became  afterwards 
by  far  the  finest  child.. 


SMALLPOX. 

The  best  Method  of  preserving  Vac^ 
cine  Matter. 

We  noticed,  a  few  weeks  since,  that 
a  case  of  this  hideous  malady  had 
appeared  in  Peterborough,  N.  H., 
and  that  numbers  had  been  exposed 
to  the  contagion.  Messengers  were 
immediately  sent  to  this  city  for 
cowpock  matter,  and  all  who  had 
been  exposed  were  vaccinated  with- 
out delay.  The  effect  of  this  mea- 
sure has  been,  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  seven  persons,  who  contract- 
ed the  disease  before  its  character 
was  known,  and  too  early  to  reap 
the  benefits  of  vaccination,  no  other 
case  has  broken  out,— the  further 
communication  of  the  disease  was 
effectually  prevented  by  the  promp- 
titude with  which  the  invaluable  pro- 
phylactic was  administered. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  many 
lives  were  probably  preserved  by 
means  of  the  Vaccine  Association, 
from  which  the  virus  was  procured. 
But  for  the  existetice  of  this  institu- 
tion, which  owes  its  origin  to  Dr. 
BiGELOW,  matter  could  hardly  have 
been  obtained  in  sufficient  quantity 
to  extend  the  security  to  all  who  had 
been  exposed.  The  association  is  sim- 
ply this : — Twelve  medical  gentlemen 
have  associated  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  constantly  on  hand  a  full 
supply  of  fresh  matter.  Each  is 
charged  with  the  renewal  of  the  mat- 
ter eight  times  at  least  in  the  month 
assigned  him,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  he  passes  his  stock  to  the  next 
in  order.  A  second  society  is  al- 
ready formed  here  on  the  same  basis, 
and  we  would  strongly  urge  on  the 
faculty  in  general  the  adoption  of 
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this  feasible  and  effectual  method  of 
securing  virus  of  undoubted  puri- 
ty, and  in  sufficient  abundance. 

There  are  some  objections  to  pub- 
lic vaccine  institutions  which  will 
occur  to  every  one.  To  the  plan 
here  spoken  of  we  can  imagine  none. 
Even  in  the  country,  if  six  physi- 
cians, practising  in  the  same  vicinity, 
or  within  ten  or  fifteen  miles  of  each 
other,  should  agree  to  take  each  two 
months  in  the  year  to  vaccinate  the 
families  under  his  charge,  and  pre- 
serve and  renew  the  virus  once  or 
twice  a  week,  the  same  great  end 
would  be  most  surely  and  easily  ef- 
fected. 

The  physicians  concerned  would 
find  in  such  a  measure  a  very  great 
convenience, — vaccination  would  be 
less  likely  to  be  overlooked  and  forgot- 
ten, since  there  would  be  a  definite 
time  for  proposing  it,  and  in  cases  of 
emergency,  like  that  which  led  to 
these  remarks,  a  full  supply  of  genu- 
ine and  fresh  virus  would  be  speedily 
accessible. 


EXCISION  OF  THE  TONSIL. 

Extirpation  of  an  Enlarged  Tonsil, 

By  William  Auchincloss,  M.D., 
Surgeon. 

The  subject  of  this  case  was  39  years 
of  age  ;  the  tonsil  occupied  the  whole 
of  the  posterior  fauces  ;  it  had  been 
eighteen  months  growing,  and  the 
result  of  the  operation  confirms  the 
opinion  which  Dr.  A.  had  formed 
from  others  recorded  by  Dupuytren, 
Jjertrandi,  &c.,  that,  in  the  removal 
of  the  tonsil  by  the  knife,  hemorrhage 
is  not  to  be  dreaded.  The  following 
is  his  account  of  the  operation  : — 


"  Having  previously  taken  hold  of 
its  middle  with  a  pair  of  double- 
hooked  forceps,  by  which  means  it 
could  be  pulled  a  little  to  the  oppo- 
site side  by  my  assistant,  I  introduced 
the  bistoury  to  its  lower  part,  along 
my  fore-finger,  with  which  I  depress- 
ed the  tongue,  and  cut  from  below 
two-thirds  up,  on  a  line  with  the  edge 
of  the  anterior  pillar  of  the  velum. 
I  then  withdrew  the  knife,  and  tak- 
ing hold  of  the  forceps,  completed 
the  section  from  above  downwards. 
Scarcely  any  bleeding  ensued.  Dur- 
ing that  day  he  was  ordered  to  gar- 
gle his  throat  frequently  with  a  strong 
solution  of  alum.  On  the  10th,  the 
cut  surface  was  freely  rubbed  over 
with  lunar  caustic  ;  and  by  the  se- 
venth day  from  the  operation,  the 
whole  had  cicatrized.  I  have  seen 
him  three  times  since.  He  is  per- 
fectly well. 

"  The  part  of  the  tumor  removed 
measured  three  inches  by  fully  an 
inch  and  a  half  in  its  lesser  diameter. 
On  cutting  it  open,  it  presented  a 
variety  of  structure.  It  was  dense, 
and  firmly  organized  around  its  cir- 
cumference ;  but  towards  the  centre 
it  was  in  some  parts  fibrous,  and  in 
others  of  a  spongy  appearance,  made 
up  of  a  number  of  small  cysts.  In 
some  was  contained  a  fluid  some- 
what resembling  putrid  blood,  and 
in  others  a  gelatinous  semi-organized 
matter.  A  small  quantity  of  fluid, 
similar  to  pus  in  appearance,  had  es- 
caped during  the  operation.  Its 
base  along  the  cut  surface  was  soft, 
and  in  every  other  respect  seemed 
free  of  disease.'* 


A  Case  of  Enlarged  Scrotum, 
treated  with  the  Ungiientum  lo- 
dinm.  By  Medico  Chirurgus. — 
G.  S.,  student  of  medicine,  set.  21, 
a  free  liver,  contracted  in  the  month 
of  May,  1828,  a  severe  gonorrhoea, 
from  which  tiuie  until  August  very 
little  care  was  lakefi  to  prevent  its 
progress.  During  the  latter  stage, 
he  suffered  much  from  hainiaturia. 
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One  day  in  August,  the  patient  hav- 
ing drank  rather  freely  of  wine,  ex- 
ercised himself  at  the  game  of  skit- 
tles, which  produced  great  swelling 
of  the  scrotum.  Severe  pain  ensued, 
so  severe,  that  from  this  cause,  and 
also  the  size  of  the  tumor,  (equal  to 
a  large  fist,)  he  was  confined  to  bed. 
Dr.  Epps  having  seen  the  tumor,  or- 
dered a  dozen  leeches  to  be  applied, 
and  rigid  abstinence,  with  rest.  The 
pain  having  been  subdued,  Dr.  Epps 
prescribed  theung.iodinse,  which  was 
applied,  and  reduced  the  tumor  to 
the  size  of  a  hazel  nut.  The  oint- 
ment producing  great  irritation,  was 
at  this  stage  left  off.  The  effect 
produced  was  very  striking. 

London  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

Nymplwmania. — Professor  D'Ou- 
trepont  relaxes  a  case  of  nymphoma- 
nia in  Siehold^  s  Journal  fur  Geburt- 
shulfe,  which  would  seem  to  show 
that  it  is  not  always  safe  to  advise 
marriage  in  affections  of  this  nature  : 
in  the  instance  in  question  the  disease 
was  much  aggravated  by  sexual  con- 
nexion and  by  pregnancy, — the  pa- 
tient dying  in  a  state  of  fatuity  at  the 
age  of  twenty-seven. 

M.  Ozaman,  a  physician  at  Lyons, 
has  published  a  case  of  the  same 
complaint,  which  he  cured  by  apply- 
ing to  the  parts  a  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver,  in  the  proportion  of  four 
grains  to  an  ounce.  A  slight  eschar 
was  produced,  by  which  the  morbid 
sensibility  was  diminished,  and  the 
application  being  repeated  twice  a 
day,  very  speedily  cured  the  disease. 

Discovery  of  Arsenic  in  Sulphur. 
— By  means  of  caustic  ammoniac 
0.00061  parts  of  arsenic  have  been 
discovered  in  sulphur.  .  To  make 
the  experiment,  a  certain  quantity  of 
milk  of  sulphur — of  flowers  of  sul- 
phur— or  of  common  sulphur,  should 
be  subjected  to  the  action  of  alkali  ; 
the  liquid  should  be  filtered,  and 
treated  with  an  excess  of  hydrochlo- 
ric acid.  If  a  yellow  precipitate  is 
produced,  it  is  a  sign  that  the  sulphur 


contains  arsenic.  If  no  precipitate 
be  perceptible,  the  liquid  should  be 
allowed  to  evaporate  till  a  few  drops 
only  remain ;  a  little  ammoniac  is 
then  to  be  added,  afterwards  hydro- 
chloric acid,  and  lastl}'  hydro-sulphu- 
ric acid.  The  arsenic,  be  it  ever  so 
minute  in  quantity,  will  make  a  yel- 
low precipitate. 

The  Common  Buclc-hean,  or 
Marsh  Trefoil,  as  a  Substitute  for 
Hops. — Mr.  Yosy  communicated  to 
the  Medico-Botanical  Society,  that 
the  above-named  plant  is  used  in 
Germany  as  a  substitute  for  hops, 
and  contains  the  bitter  principle  in 
greater  abundance  than  the  common 
hop.  The  leaves  should  be  gathered 
in  the  spring,  and  dried  in  the  shade. 
It  is  also  employed  in  brewing  por- 
ter in  Sweden,  and  it  is  said  to  have 
been  introduced  there  by  an  English 
sailor,  in  1789.  For  this  communi- 
cation, the  Society  presented  to  Mr, 
Yosy  their  silver  medal. 

Danger  of  artificial  Inflation  of 
the  Lungs. — The  practice  of  artificial 
infllation  of  the  lungs,  as  a  means  of 
recovery  from  drowning,  has  been 
f>bjected  to  before  the  Academie  des 
Sciences,  on  the  strength  of  experi- 
ments made  by  M.  Leroy  d'Etortes, 
on  various  animals,  especially  on 
sheep,  which  are  stated  to  prove, 
that  the  practice  is  attended  with 
great  danger,  and  that  a  strong  infla- 
tion is  capable  of  producing  instant 
death,  although  some  animals  are 
better  able  to  bear  the  process  than 
others,  a  dog,  for  instance,  than  a 
sheep,  on  account  of  the  stronger 
texture  of  the  lungs.  The  experi- 
mentalist infers,  that  the  number  of 
persons  restored  to  life  from  drown- 
ing, is  less  than  it  would  be,  but  for 
the  use  of  inflation  as  a  remedy  for 
their  recovery. 

Epilepsy  of  fourteen  Years'^  Du- 
ration.— A  woman,  aged  fifty-five, 
was  admitted  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember at  La  Charite,  who  had  la- 
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bored  under  daily  attacks  of  epilep- 
sy since  the  year  1814.  When 
brought  to  the  hospital  she  had  two 
fits  daily.  During  several  years  she 
bad  suffered  from  occasional  attacks 
of  hematemesis  and  uterine  hemor- 
rhage. She  was  in  good  condition, 
her  strength  and  digestion  unimpair- 
ed, and  no  disease  about  the  uterus 
to  be  detected  by  examination.  Co- 
pious bloodletting  was  tried  without 
benefit.  Ten  days  after  admission 
sbe  was  taken  with  the  epidemic 
prevalent  in  Paris,  and  the  epilepsy 
disappeared.  The  symptoms  of  the 
epideniic  continued  twelve  days,  af- 
ter which  a  new  series  of  phenomena 
presented  themselves — namely,  he- 
morrhages from  the  different  mucous 
membranes.  Co[)ious  bleeding  oc- 
curred from  the  nose,  stomach,  bron- 
chiae,  vagina,  and  rectum  ;  but  these 
organs,  except  merely  the  discharge, 
showed  no  sign  of  disease.  The 
epidemic  complaint  diminished  dur- 
ing this  time,  and  then  disappeared. 
After  this  the  hemorrhages  ceased  ; 
and,  lastly,  the  patient  quitted  the 
hospital,  cured  of  the  epilepsy,  and 
in  good  health. — Journ.  Htbdorn. 


Preparation  of  Iodine.  By  M. 
SouBERAN.  —  The  following  is  the 
process  recommended  by  M.  Soube- 
ran,  by  which  he  has  obtained  as 
much  as  the  eightieth  part  of  iodine 
from  mother  liquors,  that  would  yield 
none  by  the  ordinary  process.  The 
mother  liquors  from  the  soda  works, 
are  to  be  diluted  with  four  or  five 
times  their  weight  of  water,  and  so- 
lution of  sulphate  of  copper  added, 
until  precipitation  ceases.  The  de- 
posit will  consist  of  iodide  of  copper 
and  sulphate  of  lime,  and  is  to  be 
separated.  Large  iron  filings,  or 
turnings,  are  then  to  be  put  into  the 
liquid  and  agitated,  until  all  smell  of 
iodine  has  disappeared,  by  which 
process,  the  remaining  portion  of 
iodine  will  separate  as  an  iodide  of 
copper,  mixed  with  metallic  copper 
and  the  iron  liu-nings,  but  easily  se- 
parated by   washing  over.  These 


two  precipitates  are  then  to  be  acted 
upon  separately,  in  one  of  the  fol- 
lowing ways  : — 1,  the  iodide  is  to  be 
mixed  with  two  or  three  times  its 
weight  of  peroxide  of  matiganese, 
and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  concen- 
trated sulphuric  acid,  and  then  dis- 
tilled, whefi  all  the  iodine  will  rise 
with  some  aqueous  vapor  j  or  2,  the 
mixture  of  iodide  and  oxide  of  man- 
ganese is  to  be  heated  in  a  retort  to 
a  high  temperature,  when  pure  iodine 
will  come  over  ;  the  residue  is  pul- 
verulent, and  can  easily  be  extracted 
without  breaking  the  vessel. 

Ann,  des  Mines,  N.  S.  iii.  102. 


Injurious  Colors. — The  Govern- 
ment of  Lombardy  has  issued  a  law, 
which,  under  penalty  of  confiscation, 
forbids  the  use  of  any  venomous 
substance,  such  as  arsenic,  zinc,  lead, 
and  other  mineral  colors,  in  the 
printing  or  dyeing  of  fabrics  which 
are  intended  for  clothing,  or  may 
come  in  contact  with  the  human 
body.  Many  cutaneous  affections, 
it  is  said,  of  which  the  cause  has 
hitherto  been  unknown,  are  occa- 
sioned by  the  absorption  of  delete- 
rious dyeing  substances. 

'  Nouveau  Journnl  de  Paris, 


Iodine    for     Chilblains.  The 

tincture  of  iodine  has  been  re- 
commended for  the  cure  of  chilblains. 
Two  or  three  applications  of  it  are 
said  to  restore  the  skin  to  its  natural 
state. 


Suppression  of  Intemperance. — 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Windham  Coun- 
ty Medical  Society,  held  in  Brook- 
lyn, Con.,  April  20th,  1829,  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolutions 
were  adopted  : — 

Whereas  the  deep  and  increasing 
interest  manifested  upon  the  subject 
of  Temperance  at  the  present  day 
has  rendered  it  proper  that  some 
public  expression  of  opinion  should 
be  made  by  those  who  are  the  con- 
stituted guardians  of  health, — and 
whereas  [leculiar  weight  always  at- 
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taehes  to  opinions  when  promulgated 
in  manifest  contrariety  to  private 
interest : — 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  it  is 
eminently  the  duty  of  the  Medical 
Faculty  to  lend  their  aid  both  by 
precept  and  example  in  promoting 
the  cause  of  Temperance. 

Resolved^  That  in  our  opinion, 
ardent  spirits  are  unnecessary  in 
health,  and  their  frequent  use  creates 
a  predisposition  to  both  acute  and 
chronic  diseases. 


Portrait  of  Dr.  Gorham, — The 
Senefelder  Lithographic  Company 
are  about  executing  a  vignette  li- 
thographic portrait  of  the  late  Dr. 
Gorham.  It  will  be  copied  from  a 
painting  now  in  possession  of  the  fa- 
mily.— Subscription  price, owe  dollar. 

Charles  H.  Stedman,  M.D.,  of  this 
city,  has  been  appointed  Surgeon  to 
the  United  States  Marine  Hospital  at 
Chelsea,  in  place  of  David  Town- 
send,  M.D.,  deceased. 

John  Romans,  M.D.  has  been  re- 
gularly admitted  a  member  of  the 
Boston  Medical  Association. 


Ahcrnethy. — The  following  is 
the  last  and  best  that  we  have  heard 
of  the  above-named  gentleman.  We 
should  premise,  that  the  details  of  it 
are  a  little  altered,  with  a  view  of 
adapting  it  to  ^'  ears  polite" ;  for, 
without  some  process  of  this  kind,  it 
would  not  have  been  presentable. 
A  lady  went  to  the  Doctor  in  great 
distress  of  mind,  and  stated  to  him, 
that,  by  a  strange  accident,  she  had 
swallowed  a  live  spider.  At  first  his 
only  reply  was,  "  whew  !  whew  ! 
whew  !"  a  sort  of  internal  whistling 
sound,  intended  to  bo  indicative  of 
supreme  contenipt.  But  his  anxious 
patient  was  not  so  easily  repulsed. 
She  became  every  moment  more  and 
more  urgent  for  some  means  of  relief 
from  the  dreaded  effect  of  the  strange 
accidentsht^  had  consulted  him  about ; 


when,  at  last,  looking  round  upon  the 
wall,  he  put  up  his  hand,  and  caught 
a  fly.  "  There,  Ma'am,"  said  he, 
"  Pve  got  a  remedy  for  you.  Open 
your  mouth  ;  and  as  soon  as  I've  put 
this  fly  into  it,  shut  it  close  again  ; 
and  the  moment  the  spider  hears  the 
fly  buzzing  about,  up  he'll  come  ; 
and  then  you  can  spit  them  both  out 
together." — Atheneum. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

We  are  indebted  to  some  unknown 
friend  for  a  pamphlet  of  four  and 
twenty  pages,  entitled  "  Both  Sides," 
which  is  the  beginning  of  a  smart 
and  too  personal  controversy  be- 
tween Dr.  B.  W.  Dudley,  the  Pro- 
fessor of  Surgery  in  the  Transylvania 
University,  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Nichol- 
son, a  former  patient  of  the  Professor. 
The  subject  in  dispute,  so  ffir  as  the 
profession  is  interested,  is  the  use  of 
tight  bandaging  for  fractures,  as  a 
substitute  for  splints,  and  the  effect 
of  this  practice  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
N.  Since  it  is  manifestly  unjust  to 
present  a  view  of  such  a  controversy 
before  its  conclusion,  we  shall  reserve 
our  notice  of  this  pamphlet  for  a  fu- 
ture number. 

Dr.  Townsend's  Letter,  a»id  Dr. 
J.  C.  Howard''s  Case  of  Mamniary 
Abscess  and  Amenorrhoea,  are  ac- 
knowledged, and  will  receive  early 
attention. 

The  Case  of  Fracture  of  the  Cra- 
nium contains  nothing  new  or  im- 
portant, and  cannot  therefore  receive 
a  place  in  the  Journal. 


WEEKLY  llEPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  April  24,  at  noon. 

Of  apoplexy,  1 — convulsions,  1— -consump- 
tion, 3— drowned,  1 — infantile.  1 — inflamma- 
tion in  the  bowels,  1 — liver  complaint,  1 — old 
age,  2 — suicide,  1 — unknown,  4.  Males,  10 — 
females,  6.    Stillborn,  1.    Total,  17. 


Died, — In  New-York,  Frederick  Gore 
King,  M.D.,  youngest  son  of  the  lale  llufus 
King,  aet.  28. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


DENTAL  SURGERY. 

^  rg^  HIS  day  received  by  Benjamin  Per- 
JL    kins  &  Co.,  No.  135,  Washington 
Street,— A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GERY.   In  three  parts. 

1.  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Dental 
Surgery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Dentist.  Denticum  curam  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
dentibus  laxantur  et  chylaceos  officinae  ; 
bine  mille  malorum  occasiones. — Baglivi 
XIII.  March  17. 

ep6w 


LONDON  STATIONARY,  &c. 

JUST  received  by  COTTONS  &  BAR- 
NARD, 184  Washington  Street, 
Crown  and  Double  Crown  Tissue  Paper, 
large  thin  Bath  Letter  Paper  ;  Billet  Pa- 
per, Demy  and  Royal  Bristol  Board,  do. 
do.  London  Board,  Newman's  Carmine, 
Music  Paper. 

A COPY  of  Bloomtield's  Critical  Digest 
of  Sacred  Annotation  on  the  Gos- 
pels, 3  vols.  8vo.  The  most  learned 
Commentary  in  the  English  language." 
For  sale  by  COTTONS  &  BARNARD, 
184  Washington  Street. 


CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 

THE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
lance for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  White's, 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 


mined, or  the  other  proper  measures  to  he 
made  use  af  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express- 
ly disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.  This  machine  has  received 
the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi-  ^ 
nent  medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston,  Feb.  6,  1829. 

NEW  BOOKS  FOR  CHILDREN. 

JUST  published  by  COTTONS  Sz  BAR- 
NARD, 184  Washington  Street. 
The  Waning  Moon,  by  the  author  of 
the  Rising  Sun  ;  The  While  Palfrey,  by 
the  author  of  Thomas  Mansfield;  The 
Kind  and  Happy  Child,  by  the  author  of 
the  White  Palfrey,  &c. 

FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

COTTONS  k  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  for  sale,  the  fol- 
lowing Water  Colors,  of  an  excellent 
quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  Lamber- 
tye,  (France,)  viz :  Bistre,  Raw  Cassel, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  Pink, 
Seppia,  Violet  Lake,  Carmined  Lake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prussian  Blue,  Mineral 
Blue,  Indigo,  Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, Gamboge,  Yellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  Italian  Earth, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth, 
Crocus  Martial,  Green  Lake,  Sanders 
Green,  Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prus- 
sian Green,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red, 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
Flake  White. 

Also — a  great  variety  of  Newman's,  Ac- 
kerman's,  Reeves's  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boxes  and  separate  cakes, 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CONVERSA- 
TIONS. 

COTTONS  &  BARNAND,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  just  published, 
Sunday  School  ('onversations  on  some  of 
the  interesting  subjects  recorded  in  the 
New  Testament.  By  the  author  of  the 
Factory  Girl,  The  Badge,  James  Talbot, 
&c. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

MADAM  BOIVIN. 

Observations  on  the  most  frequent 
Causes  of  Mortion.  By  Madam 
BoiviN,  M.D. 

[The  follovving  abstract  from  Ma- 
dam Boivin's  late  Researches"  is 
from  the  pen  of  t)r.  James  Johnson, 
and  executed  with  his  accustomed  spi- 
rit and  judgn^pnt.  Madam  B.  is  pro- 
bably the  only  lady  who  has  ever  re- 
ceived a  medical  degree  from  a  Lite- 
rary Institution.  She  is  the  most 
distinguished  midwife  in  Paris,  holds 
the  office  of  Chief  Superintendant  of 
the  Maison  Royale  de  Sante  in 
that  city,  and  received  the  degree  of 
Doctoress  in  Medicine  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Marbourg. 

Her  work  on  Abortion  was  pub- 
lished in  1828.  About  ten  years 
before,  she  favored  the  profession  with 
a  large  octavo  treatise  on  midwifery.] 

The  appearance  of  a  work  full 
of  dissections  and  pathological  in- 
vestigations by  a  LADY,  will,  no 
doubt,  create  some  surprise  among 
the  old  women  of  the  profession  on 
this  side  of  the  channel  !  Patholo- 
gical researches  by  a  lady  !  Yes  ! 
a  lady  whose  anatomical,  patholo- 
logical,  and  physiological  acquire- 
ments, as  well  as  her  diploma  in 
medicine,  need  not  shrink  from 
comparison  with  those  of  a  Clarke, 
a  Merriman,  a  Davis  or  Davies,  a 


Granville,  a  Ley,  a  Ramsbottom, 
or  any  of  the  magnates  obstet- 
Rici  in  this  proud  metropolis.  We 
wonder  that  Sir  Anthony  Carlisle 
did  not  bring  forward  Madam  Boi- 
viN  as  a  practical  proof  of  the 
soundness  of  his  arguments — -for 
assuredly  this  lady  might  fearlessly 
enter  into  single  combat  with  the 
most  doughty  champion  of  man- 
midwifery  here.  Armed  with  her 
shining  and  terrific  pelvimeter, 

Couronne  par  la  Societe  Roy- 
ale,"  we  should  like  to  see  Madam 
B.  break  a  lance  or  a  pair  of  long 
forceps  with  Dr.  Davis — or,  as 
the  lawyers  would  say,  "join  issue" 
with  that  celebrated  accoucheur, 
on  some  of  the  more  intricate  prob- 
lems of  mechanical  midwifery — as, 
for  example,  Xhe  evolution  of  the 
foetus."  We  are  strongly  inclined 
to  think  that  the  female  M.D. 
would  prove  victorious  in  obstetri- 
cal tactics  ! 

Madam  Boivin  has  selected  a 
single  (but,  as  she  thinks,  a  very 
frequent)  cause  of  abortion,  for  her 
investigation,  and  encumbers  not 
her  book  with  a  compilation  of 
what  others  have  written  on  other 
causes  of  this  serious  accident. 

The  nature  of  this  cause,  or  class 
of  causes,  will  be  best  understood 
by  placing  before  our  readers  an 
abstract  of  a  few  of  the  cases  de- 
tailed in  the  work  before  us — cases 
which  are  interesting,  and  rendered 
less  equivocal  by  post-mortem  exa- 
minations. 
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Case  1. — Madame  Kali,  aged 
27,  was  confined  with  her  first 
child  at  the  age  of  21  years,  and 
delivered  by  aid  of  the  forceps,  af- 
ter a  tedious  labor  of  sixty  hours. 
She  became  affected  with  perip- 
neumony,  which  confined  her  to  her 
bed  for  three  months  afterwards. 
Subsequently  she  went  through  two 
natural  and  easy  labors=  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1826,  while  coming  home 
from  a  ball,  she  caught  cold,  and 
had  a  severe  catarrh,  which  did 
not,  however,  prevent  her  from  at- 
tending to  her  domestic  concerns 
for  some  time.  A  severe  pain  be- 
coming fixed  in  the  left  side  of  the 
chest,  twenty  leeches  were  applied, 
and  gave  relief.  Uterine  pains 
now  came  on,  and  a  foetus  of  five 
months  was  expelled.  She  was 
carried  to  the  Maison  Royale  de 
Sante,  the  third  day  after  the 
abortion,  and  the  fifth  day  of  the 
peripneumony.  In  spite  of  the  best 
medical  assistance,  she  died  on  the 
tenth  day  of  tlie  disease. 

Dissection. — There  was  a  large 
purulent  depot  in  the  right  lung, 
the  left  being  completely  tubercu- 
lated.  There  was  some  inflamma- 
tion in  the  abdomen.  In  the  pel- 
vis, the  broad  ligaments,  the  fallo- 
pian tubes,  and  the  ovaries,  were 
intimately  matted  and  agglutinated 
to  the  posterior  face  of  tiie  uterus 
— the  adhesions  being  so  strong  that 
they  could  not  be  separated  without 
the  aid  of  the  scalpel.  In  the 
midst  of  this  mass  of  adhesions 
there  was  a  plentiful  crop  of  re- 
cent tubercles,  from  the  size  of  a 
mill('t-s(3ed  to  that  of  a  pea. 

Remarks. — The  aforesaid  patho- 
logical condition  must  have  obtain- 
ed prior  to  the  peripneumony,  and 
must  have  rendered  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  uterus  a  matter  of 
great  difTiculty.  Madam  B.  thinks, 
and  aj>j)arently  .  with  reason,  that 


the  abortion  would  have  taken 
place  independently  of  the  pulmo- 
nic affection.  The  broad  ligaments, 
in  the  above  condition  of  disease, 
and  so  morbidly  adherent  to  the 
uterus,  could  not  have  stretched, 
as  that  organ  enlarged  in  the  latter 
months  of  uterine  gestation — their 
resistance  would  excite  uterine  ac- 
tion— and  abortion  w^ould  be  the 
consequence.* 

Case  2.— M.  Delam  ,  aged 

32  years,  was  brought  to  the  Mai- 
son Royale  de  Sante,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  violent  haemorrhage, 
by  which  she  was  reduced  to  a 
state  of  extreme  weakness — the 
pulse  not  to  be  felt — the  face  dead- 
ly pale.  When  a  little  revived, 
she  gave  the  following  account  of 
herself  : — She  had  menstruated  at 
12,  but  the  returns  were  not  regu- 
lar, and  she  was  always  affected 
with  profuse  leucorrhoea,  and  ob-  , 
stinate  constipation  of  the  bowels. 
She  had  been  married  five  years — 
had  received  a  syphilitic  infection 
from  her  husband,  and  underwent 
the  usual  treatment — the  leucor- 
rhoea was  still  more  abundant  after 
this  complaint,  and  at  30  she  be- 
came pregnant,  three  years  after 
marriage.  She  was  delivered  safe- 
ly at  the  full  term  ;  but  aborted  in 
the  third  month  of  a  second  concep- 
tion, w^ith  great  loss  of  blood,  which 
lasted  four  days,  and  was  the  cause 
of  her  reception  into  the  Maison 
de  Sante,  In  addition  to  the 
great  prostration,  the  left  lower 
extremity  was  found  to  be  infiltrat- 
ed even  to  the  foot — the  os  tineas 
felt  larger  and  harder  than  natural 
— and,  in  endeavoring  to  raise  the 
uterus  on  the  finger,  much  resist- 

*  The  cause  of  those  morbid  stales  is 
attributed  by  Madam  Boivin  to  negflected 
bowels,  bad  air,  and  extreme  irregularity, 
of  living. 
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ance  was  experienced — indeed,  it 
was  found  impossible  to  move  that 
organ.  The  abdomen  was  distend- 
ed, and  fluctuation  was  percepti- 
ble. Leeches  were  applied,  and 
various  means  used — but  a  slow 
fever  came  on,  and  she  died  on  the 
15th  day  after  her  entrance  into 
the  Mai 3 ON. 

Dissection. — Much  fluid  in  the 
abdomen — liver  large — in  the  me- 
socolon and  sub-peritoneal  tissue, 
tubercles  were  developed — portions 
of  colon  and  rectum  intimately  ad- 
herent to  the  uterus  and  also  to  the 
sacrum — a  large  purulent  depot  in 
the  recto-vaginal  fold — fallopian 
tubes  and  ovaries  agglutinated  into 
a  mass  and  inseparable  from  the 
uterus,  and  when  carefully  exa- 
mined, they  were  found  to  be  dis- 
organized. The  substance  of  the 
uterus  itself  was  greatly  inflamed, 
and  its  internal  surface  sprinkled 
with  black  points  like  petechiae, 
whence,  no  doubt,  the  prodigious 
quantity  of  blood  had  proceeded. 
The  rectum  was  taking  on  a  state 
of  disease. 

Madam  Boivin  remarks  that 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  swell- 
ing and  infiltration  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremities being  a  consequence  of 
the  state  of  disease  in  the  pelvis — 
a  consequence  which  she  has,  in 
numerous  instances,  seen  result 
from  the  same.  One  thing,  she 
observes,  is  certain — it  was  impos- 
sible for  the  uterus  to  expand  and 
become  developed  under  such  a 
state  of  its  annexations, — hence 
abortion  was  inevitable. 

Case  3. — Miss  L  ,  aged  24 

years,  had  been  subject  to  obstinate 
constipation  and  leucorrhoea,  espe- 
cially during  the  last  two  years, 
while  residing  in  Paris.  She  was 
carried  to  the  Mai  son  de  Sante, 
in  consequence  of  a  large  loss  of 


blood  from  the  uterus  that  had  suc- 
ceeded an  abortion  of  three  months. 
The  sanguineous  discharge  had  been 
accompanied  by  a  violent  pain  in 
the  right  loin,  hip,  and  thigh.  The 
pulse  was  quick,  the  tongue  red. 
The  abdomen  gradually  enlarged 
during  the  next  eight  days  of  her 
residence  in  the  house,  but  without 
evident  fluctuation.  The  pain  of 
the  lower  extremity  continued  in 
spite  of  the  anodyne  frictions.  Vo- 
miting, pains  in  the  abdomen,  diar- 
rhoea, and  fever,  came  on.  The 
state  of  the  uterus  was  examined, 
and  it  was  found  to  be  completely 
immoveable,  the  os  tincae  being 
gorged.  This  led  Madam  B.  to 
believe  that  there  was  disease  going 
on  in  the  appendices  of  the  uterus. 
The  fever  increased,  delirium  came 
on,  and  she  died  on  the  19th  day 
after  her  entrance  into  the  house, 
and  on  the  22d  day  from  the  abor- 
tion. 

Dissection. — There  was  a  good 
deal  of  peritoneal  inflammation, 
with  adhesions  among  the  intestines, 
especially  the  small  intestines, 
which  were  agglutinated  in  a  mass. 
The  colon  and  rectum  were  glued 
to  the  posterior  face  of  the  uterus — 
the  ovaries  and  fallopian  tubes,  on 
both  sides,  being  reduced  to  a  pu- 
trid jelly.  A  portion  of  coecum 
was  completely  amalgamated  by 
adhesive  iriflammation,  with  the 
fundus  of  the  uterus,  in  the  sub- 
stance of  which  was  a  small  white 
tumor.  The  internal  surface  of 
the  organ  was  livid  and  gorged  with 
blood. 

Madam  B.  entertains  no  doubt 
that  disease  had  been  going  on  long 
before  the  abortion,  and  was  the 
cause,  not  the  consequence,  of  this 
event. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  extract 
any  more  cases  from  the  large 
number  which  the  talented  author- 
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ess  has  published — some  fatal,  oth- 
ers not  fatal,  but  with  abscesses 
pointing  into  the  rectum,  vagina, 
and  elsewhere,  showing  the  nature 
of  the  disease  that  produced  the 
abortion.  These  cases  are  highly 
important,  and  should  lead  accou- 
cheurs to  be  attentive  to  the  signs 
which  indicate  inflammatory  action 
about  the  uterus.  The  poising  of 
the  organ  on  the  finger  is  an  inge- 
nious hint  of  Madam  Boivin,  and 
deserves  to  be  remembered. 

We  are  unable  to  convey  any 
idea  of  Madam  Boivin's  pelvimeter, 
without  the  aid  of  platesj  The 
work  contains  a  great  number  of 
'  cases  of  extra-uterine  and  false 
conceptions,  with  minute  dissec- 
tions, and  keen  remarks,  that  de- 
serve the  attention  of  the  accou- 
cheur. In  short,  if  we  had  a  plen- 
tiful race  of  Madam  Boivins,  we 
should  become  converts,  at  once, 
to  the  doctrines  of  Sir  Anthony 
Carlisle. 


II. 

Intermittent  Character  assumed  by 
Diseases  not  usually  of  such  a 
JsTature. 

[A  fortnight  ago,  we  remarked  on 
tlie  tendency  which  some  comphiints 
have  evinced,  during  the  present  and 
past  season,  to  assunie  an  intermit- 
tent form.  We  have  since  received 
from  London  an  acc(,)nnt  of  the  de- 
bates in  the  Westminster  Medical 
Soci(!ty,  from  wiiich  we  give  tiie  fuU 
Jovving  extract.] 

Dr.  Stewart  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Society  to  the  tenden- 
cy evinced  by  diseases  not  usually 
'intermittent,  to  assume  that  type 
during  the  present  season.  He 
mentioned,  in  illustration,  the  case 
of  a  gentleman  vvlio  had  labored 
ujider  symptoms  of  catarrh,  whi^ch. 


after  resisting  the  common  treat- 
ment, yielded  to  sulphate  of  qui- 
na.  lie  appealed  to  Dr.  Johnson, 
who  had  formerly  alluded  to  this 
subject,  and  called  upon  him  for 
further  information. 

Dr.  Johnson  then  rose  and  re- 
lated some  cases  of  headach, 
which  we  understood  him  to  say 
had  been  almost  entirely  confined 
to  one  spot,  which  had  assumed  an 
intermittent  type,  and  finally  yield- 
ed to  sulphate  of  quina  or  to  ar- 
senic. The  Doctor  also  stated 
that  he  had  met  with  cases  of 
pain  about  the  stomach,  and  pal- 
pitations at  the  heart,  presenting 
the  same  tendency  to  intermit. 

Dr.  Ley  said  he  had  met  with 
a  case  of  violent  cough  in  a  preg- 
nant lady  distinctly  becoming  in- 
termittent, and  yielding  to  quina. 
The  remedy  being  discontinued, 
the  cough  returned,  and  was  again 
cured  by  the  same  means. 

Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson  informed 
the  society  that  the  intermittent 
character  was  extremely  well 
marked  in  rheumatism,  some 
striking  illustrations  of  which  he 
had  met  with  ;  and  after  some 
further  observations,  he  conclud- 
ed by  recommending  the  prepara- 
tions of  bark  as  entitled  to  parti- 
cular attention. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Burnett  next  rose, 
and  shortly  related  a  case  of  ma- 
nia which  had  proved  intermit- 
tent, and  yielded  to  tonics. 

Dr.  Macleod  remarked,  that  if 
we  went  on  much  longer  at  this 
rate,  there  would  not  he  any  dis- 
ease in  the  whole  range  of  nosolo- 
gy but  would  come  under  the  de- 
nomination of  an  intermittent, 
while  he  sujiposed  that  this  would 
be  followed  by  a  corresponding 
change  in  our  treatment  in  favor 
of  sulphate  of  quina.  Without 
denying  that  catarrh  and  headach. 
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and  pain  of  the  stomach  and  pal- 
pitations, and  cough,  and  rheuma- 
tism, and  mania,  might  occasion- 
ally assume  an  intermittent  type  ; 
he  denied  that  such  was  the  gene- 
ral character  of  these  diseases  ; 
and  he  feared  that  the  younger 
members,  from  what  they  had 
heard,  might  be  too  ready  to  aban- 
don the  usual  remedies,  and  have 
recourse  to  tonics  where  they 
were  calculated  to  do  harm. 


III. 

Letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  jQurnal. 

Boston,  April  21,  1829. 
Sir, — Dr.  Warren's  cases  of 
Neuralgia,  which  have  appeared 
in  the  Journal,  remind  me  of  one 
which  occurred  in  my  family  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  1823. 
I  think  Dr.  W.  visited  the  lady, 
and  saw  the  state  in  which  she 
was  left  by  the  disease.  The 
patient,  in  full  health,  was  seized, 
while  at  supper,  with  a  violent 
pain  under  the  biceps  muscle  of 
the  right  arm,  extending  down  to 
the  fingers.  The  pains  soon  be- 
came so  violent  as  to  produce 
fainting, — every  paroxysm  was 
accompanied  with  a  spasmodic 
action  of  the  extensor  muscles  of 
the  hand,  bringing  the  fingers 
backward.  The  only  relief  she 
could  obtain  was  from  immersing 
the  hand  in  hot  water^  so  hot,  that  to 
the  attendants  it  was  insufferable, 
but  to  her  just  comfortable.  The 
Carbonate  of  Iron  was  tried  with- 
out effect,  and  relief  was  finally 
obtained  from  the  Extract  of  Ci- 
cuta  in  increased  doses,  until  de- 
lirium was  produced  ;  but  the  fin- 
gers were  left  extended  and  in- 
flexible for  a  year  after  the  at- 
tack. The  joints  were  finally 
relieved  from  this  partial  anchy- 


losis by  pouring  a  stream  of  warm 
water  upon  them  from  a  height, 
followed  by  friction  with  palm  oil. 
Eight  months  from  this  time, 
she  was  again  attacked  with  neu- 
ralgia of  the  left  side  of  the  face. 
In  this  case,  it  took  the  form  of  a 
regular  intermittent,  the  pain  oc- 
curring every  morning,  during 
which  paroxysm  it  was  necessary 
to  resort  to  large  doses  of  opium 
for  relief.  Bark,  to  the  extent 
of  an  ounce,  in  the  intermission, 
and  the  Arsenical  SoliUion,  were 
tried  for  six  days,  without  any  di- 
minution of  the  paroxysm.  The 
Carbonate  of  Iron,  in  drachm 
doses,  was  then  exhibited,  and  in 
two  days  the  patient  was  restored 
to  health.       Yours,  &c., 

Solomon  D.  Townsend. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of 
neuralgia,  the  following  article,  from 
the  last  number  of  the  Western  Jour- 
nal of  the  Medical  and  Physical 
Sciences,  will  be  read  with  interest. 

IV. 

JVbfes  of  a  Case  imitative  of  Mu- 
ralgic  Affection^  occasioned  by 
Mercury, 

By  Dr.  J.  Bennet. 

In  the  spring  of  1825,  I  was  con- 
sulted by  a  man  who  had  contract- 
ed syphilis,  and  found  hitn  laboring 
under  chancre,  bubo,  and  an  erup- 
tion on  the  skin.  I  put  him  on  a 
course  of  mercury,  and  directed 
confinement  to  his  room.  The 
mercury  soonproduced  a  ptyalism; 
and  from  its  first  affecting  the 
mouth,  he  complained  of  unusual 
pain  in  the  right  cheek,  which  I 
took  but  little  notice  of,  supposing 
it  arose  from  decayed  teeth.  As 
the  soreness  of  the  mouth  increas- 
ed, the  painful  affection  of  the 
cheek  became  almost  insupporta- 
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ble.  On  attempting  to  speak,  the 
muscles  of  the  right  cheek  were 
thrown  into  violent  spasms  ;  in- 
deed, every  motion  of  the  face 
was  followed  by  a  paroxysm  ;  the 
pain,  following  the  course  of  some 
of  the  principal  nerves  of  the  face, 
indicated  its  affinity  to  tic  doulou- 
reux. 

To  remedy  this  affection,  I  had 
recourse  to  opium,  both  internally 
and  externally,  using  a  watery 
extract  or  solution,  as  a  wash  to 
the  mouth.  Although  this  medi- 
cine was  not  sparingly  exhibited, 
it  increased  the  painful  affection 
of  the  face  to  an  intolerable  de- 
gree, and  the  spasmodic  twitch- 
ings  became  almost  incessant. 
On  the  day  following  the  exhibi- 
tion of  the  opium,  I  directed  him 
to  take  bark,  hourly,  in  as  much 
wine  as  would  form  a  convenient 
vehicle.  On  visiting  him  in  the 
evening,  I  found  him  free  from 
pain  ;  he  informed  that  he  had  at- 
tempted to  take  the  bark  ;  that  it 
had  vomited  him,  and  produced 
violent  pain  and  spasms  in  the 
muscles  of  the  face.  For  relief, 
my  patient  flew  to  the  wine  bot- 
tle, half  a  pint  of  which  he  drank 
at  a  single  draught,  which  tran- 
quillized th«  spasms  and  suspend- 
ed the  pain  in  a  few  minutes. 
He  subsequently  drank  the  same 
quantity  through  the  day,  resort- 
ing to  it  whenever  he  felt  the 
pain  returning,  with  immediate 
relief.  His  mouth  was  less  sore, 
this  evening,  and  the  discharge  of 
saliva  had  evidently  increased. 

Wishing  again  to  try  the  effects 
of  opium,  I  directed  him  to  dis- 
continue the  wine  during  the 
night,  and  to  take  that  medicine 
in  combination  with  camphor.  In 
the  morning,  I  found  him  suffering 
the  most  excruciating  pain,  which 
came  on  soon  after  he  had  taken 


the  opium,  and  continued  to  tor- 
ment him  through  the  night.  The 
wine  was  now  resumed,  and  again 
afforded  immediate  relief.  From 
this  time  the  patient  suffered  lit- 
tle or  no  pain.  He  kept  up  a 
moderate  excitement  with  the 
wine  until  his  mouih  was  well, 
which  happened  sooner  than  any 
case  of  sore  mouth  from  mercury, 
which  I  recollect  to  have  seen. 
A  subsequent  salivation  in  the 
same  patient  produced  a  similar 
disease  of  the  muscles  of  the  face, 
and  the  same  remedies  produced 
the  same  effects  as  before.  I 
ought  to  remark  that  the  patient's 
teeth  were  sound. 

Is  mercurial  sore  mouth  more 
speedily  cured  by  a  liberal  use  of 
wine,  or  ardent  spirits,  than  by 
the  ordinary  remedies  ?  Does 
not  the  free  use  of  wine  produce 
a  discharge  of  saliva  in  mercurial 
cases,  attended  with  dryness  and 
ulceration  of  the  mouth,  with  he- 
morrhages from  the  gums  ?  May 
we  not  infer  from  this  case,  that 
wine  would  give  relief  in  certain 
forms  of  true  tic  douloureux  ? 

Newport^  Ky.,  Jan,  18,  1829. 


V. 

Jl  Case  illustrating  the  Sympathy 
which  exists  between  the  Mamma- 
ry Glands  and  the  Uterus, 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal, 

By  John  C.  Howard,  M.D. 

Feb.  2d,  1829.— Miss  N.  B.  re- 
quested my  advice  for  a  violent 
pain  in  her  right  breast.  She 
told  me  it  was  very  constant,  and 
prevented  any  motion  of  the  arm, 
which  was  found  to  depend  upon 
an  enlargement  and  inflammation 
of  the  axillary  glands.  The  pain 
traversed  the  arm,  and  sometimes 
was  violent  in  the  ends  of  the  fin- 
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gers,  the  bare  touching  of  which 
occasioned  great  anguish.  At  this 
time  there  was  very  little  differ- 
ence between  the  size  of  the 
healthy  and  diseased  breast, — 
there  was,  however,  a  considera- 
ble difference  in  the  consistence, 
the  diseased  being  of  a  stony  hard- 
ness, not  yielding  in  the  slightest 
degree  on  pressure.  1  inquired 
if  she  had  sustained  any  injury  in 
the  part  ; — none  that  she  recol- 
lected. I  thought  of  cancer,  (Per- 
haps it  was  the  scirrhous  feeling 
of  the  breast  upon  examination, 
the  color,  and  pain,  which  induced 
me  to  think  of  cancer,)  but  the 
patient  was  not  twenty  years  of 
age,  and  my  books  had  informed 
me  that  cancer  most  commonly 
occurred  in  single  women  at  an 
advanced  period  of  life,  or  to  those 
who  had  past  child-bearing,  and 
seldom,  if  ever,  occurred  in  young 
women.  I  inquired  of  her  gene- 
ral health, — had  she  been  well. 
Ascertained  that  she  had  never 
been  regular  in  her  catamenia  ; 
she  informed  me  that  seven 
months  had  elapsed  without  any 
occurrence  of  the  discharge,  ex- 
cepting, (as  she  expressed  her- 
self,) when  the  month  came 
round  there  was  a  little  headach, 
which  might  last  a  few  hours,  but 
she  had  not  the  least  menstrual 
discharge. 

The  first  inconvenience  in  the 
breast  commenced  seven  months 
since,  and  she  had  frequently  dull 
pains  there  ;  it  now  had  increased 
in  size,  and,  from  tension,  was 
exceedingly  painful  ;  it  was  not 
much  relieved  by  anodyne  appli- 
cations, and  what  were  deemed 
proper  depletions  ;  poultices  of 
flaxseed  were  applied,  with  a 
view  to  promote  suppuration,  if 
possible.  These  were  continued 
for  five  days,  and  renewed  twice 


each  day  ;  at  the  end  of  this  time, 
the  breast  had  increased  very 
much.  I  observed  it  pointed  an 
inch  below  the  nipple,  and,  from 
its  appearance  and  consistence, 
determined  to  open  it  immediate- 
ly. Upon  opening  the  mammary 
abscess,  (for  I  believed  it  to  be 
such,)  half  a  pint  of  sanious  pus 
followed,  which  occasioned  faint- 
ing. Mild  poultices  were  applied, 
after  which  the  wound  was  allow- 
ed to  heal,  and  the  breast  return- 
ed to  its  usual  size. 

What  was  peculiar  in  this  case, 
and  seemed  to  me  almost  anouia- 
lous,  was  the  occurrence  of  the 
abscess  during  the  absence  of  the 
menstrual  discharge,  and  the  fact 
that  the  pain  commenced  in  the 
diseased  breast  at  the  precise 
time  when  the  irregularity  in  the 
menstrual  discharge  was  first  ob- 
served, and  continued  with  little 
remission,  finally  terminating  in 
suppuration, — for  such  would  have 
been  the  case,  had  it  not  been 
promoted  by  the  usual  means. 

The  following  question  seems 
to  arise.  Was  this  disease  of  the 
breast  in  any  vvayjconnected  with, 
or  dependent  upon,  the  failure  of 
the  uterine  function?  Much  more 
experienced  individuals  than  my- 
self must  answer. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  case, 
there  were  two  indications  to  fol- 
low, viz.,  to  promote  the  forma- 
tion of  the  abscess,  and  induce  the 
menstrual  discharge.  How  the 
former  was  effected  is  already 
told, — the  latter  was  accomplish- 
ed by  occasional  aloetic  purges, 
hip-baths,  and  tincture  of  cantha- 
rides,  as  recommended  by  Dr. 
Dewees,  beginning  with  fifteen 
drops,  three  times  a  day.  As  the 
tincture  used  here  is  much  milder 
than  that  prepared  for  Dr.  De- 
wees,  we  may  begin  with  fifteen 
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drops,  instead  often,  and  increase 
one  drop  each  day  with  safety. 
If  strangury  should  occur,  as  it 
may,  omit  the  cantharides  for  a 
day,  and  give  flaxseed  tea.  I 
have,  in  sixteen  cases  of  amenor- 
rhoea,  given  the  tincture  of  can- 
tharides with  effect.  Like  many 
other  medical  agents,  it  should  be 
used  with  caution,  for  strangury 
and  inflammation  of  the  bladder 
may  be  the  consequence  of  its 
imprudent  use, — which  events,  if 
not  dangerous  to  the  patient, 
would  be  very  troublesome  to  the 
practitioner.  In  this  case  stran- 
gury did  not  occur.  When  the 
patient  had  arrived  at  twenty- five 
drops,  she  had  a  pain  in  her  hips 
and  the  lower  part  of  her  back. 
This  seenied  almost  immediately 
to  precede  the  discharge,  for  siie 
had  not  (his  pain  more  than  twelve 
hours  before  it  occurred. 

With  the  amenorrhoea  there 
was  great  nervous  irritability, 
amounting  to  chorea  sancii  viti^ 


which  was  most  remarkable  on 
the  left  side  of  the  face  and  arm. 
Her  speech  was  for  some  time 
considerably  aff*ected.  Chorea  is 
not,  I  believe,  an  uncommon  at- 
tendant on  amenorrhoea  of  long 
standing.  This,  also,  disappear- 
ed, upon  the  re*  stablishment  of 
the  uterus  to  the  healthful  per- 
formance of  its  proper  function. 
The  young  woman  is  now  very 
well,  and  has  been  so  since  I  left 
her,  two  months  ago.  The  men- 
strual discharge  has  twice  occur- 
red,— she  is  altogether  free  from 
nervous  irritability, — and  has  had 
no  chorea,  no  undue  determination 
of  blood  to  the  head,  nor  vertigo, 
which  once  troubled  her.  I  met 
the  woman  yesterday,  when  she 
told  me  she  had  not  been  so  well 
for  six  years.  Asked  if  she  was 
suffering  from  pain  in  the  head  ; 

Oh  no,"  said  she,  I  never 
was  better, — I  am  quite  light 
headed." 

Tremont  Street^  Boston^  April  14. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


nature's  therapeutics. 

On  the  Methods  pursued  by  Nature 

in  the  Cure  of  Diseases. 
A  VERY  interesting  paper  on  this 
subject,  by  Mr.  McKenzie,  is  pub- 
lished in  the  Glasgow  Medical  Jour- 
nal. The  question,  what  is  the 
course  pursued  by  nature  in  the  cure 
of  disease,  is  regarded  by  the  author 
of  this  paper  as  one  of  the  highest 
importance.  The  idea  of  a  vis  me- 
dicatrixj  as  advanced  by  Stahl, — that 
is,  of  a  sentient  power  in  the  system, 
overruling  and  controlling  the  physi- 
cal laws  which  in  general  direct  its 
actions, — is  justly  censured  as  unphi- 
losophical.    Such  a  theory  strikes  at 


the  root  of  active  and  efficient  prac- 
tice, by  destroying  confidence  in 
those  powers  of  nature  according  to 
which  such  practice  should  be  di- 
rected, and  by  inducing  the  practi- 
tioner to  waste  the  time  for  action, 
in  the  vain  expectation  that  some 
mysterious  agent  will  supply  that 
aid,  which  ought  to  be  furnished  by 
his  own  efforts. 

In  the  simplest  case  of  recovery 
from  disease,  the  transition  from  the 
morbid  to  the  healthy  state  is  imme- 
diate, and  not  accompanied  by  any 
symptom  which  can  be  pointed  out 
as  the  means  by  which  the  recovery 
is  effected.    Such  is  the  case  in  re- 
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stored  action  of  the  heart  after  syn- 
cope, in  relief  obtained  from  pain, 
&c.,  where  we  perceive  only  that 
the  disease  has  departed. 

Another  description  of  natural 
cure  in  disease  is  effected  by  what  is 
called  revolution  of  the  functions. 
This  takes  place  after  a  fit  of  drunk- 
enness, when  the  liquor,  taken  into 
the  stomach  and  carried  into  the  cir- 
culation, is  expelled  again  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  kidneys,  the  lungs,  and 
the  skin.  The  same  mode  of  cure 
is  thought  by  the  author  to  occur  in 
fever,  and  furnishes  a  correct  indi- 
cation for  its  treatment. 

In  the  third  place,  diseases  are 
governed  by  revolutions  of  time.  Pe- 
riodical occurrences  in  the  system 
are  subjects  of  daily  remark,  as  oc- 
curring in  health  ;  and  that  many 
diseases  are  governed  by  a  similar 
law  is  equally  fiimiliar. 

The  processes  employed  by  na- 
ture in  the  repair  of  injuries  form  a 
fourth  class  of  restorative  means, 
which  may  be  included  under  the 
general  name  of  natural  surgery. 
These  differ  materially  from  the  pro- 
cesses of  health,  but  are  so  important 
to  the  preservation  of  life  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  as  to  be  well  de- 
serving of  attention.  The  most  im- 
portant of  them  are, — 1.  The  closure 
of  divided  bloodvessels.  2.  Adhe- 
sion, or  union  by  the  first  intention. 
3.  Granulation,  and  union  by  the 
second  intention.  4.  Intestinal,  pro- 
gressive, and  ulcerative  absorption. 
Hemorrhage  from  a  wounded  vessel 
is  arrested,  either  by  its  retraction, 
by  coagulum  formed  within  it,  or  by 
that  of  the  blood  effused  into  the 
cellular  substance  around  it.  Cohe- 


sion is  effected  by  the  fibrin  of  the 
blood,  which  glues  together  those 
parts  which  are  brought  into  co  il;  ct. 
Granulations  are  fo  med  of  the  same 
fibrin,  somewhat  more  organized,  and 
produce  union  by  gradual  approxi- 
mation and  contraction.  By  intersti- 
tial absorption,  parts,  or  the  whole 
of  the  body,  are  wasted  gradually, 
when  supplies  are  not  furnished  from 
without ;  by  the  progressive,  extraordi- 
nary bodies  are  brought  to  the  skin 
for  their  exit  ;  and  by  the  ulcerative, 
those  parts  are  removed  which  are 
injurious  to  the  system,  or  which 
have  no  longer  the  power  of  main- 
taining their  vitality. 

A  fifth  mode  by  which  diseases 
obtain  a  natural  cure  is  by  the  con- 
version of  one  into  another.  Exam- 
ples of  this  are  also  frequent ;  thus, 
dropsy  is  cured  by  diarrhoea,  and 
headach  by  epistaxis.  These  are 
instances  of  sanative  conversion. 
But  in  many  cases  the  vicarious  dis- 
ease is  equally  painlul  and  dangerous 
with  the  original  malady,  and  the 
patient  has  only  the  alternative  of 
two  equal  evils.  These  are  insana^ 
tive  conversions..  Many  curious 
cases  of  both  are  related  by  the  au- 
thor, who  concludes  his  paper  by 
recommending  increased  attention  to 
these  phaenomena,  as  furnishing  the 
best  guide  to  the  practitioner  in  the 
choice  and  application  of  remedies. 


IRITIS. 

The  same  Journal  contains  some 
remarks  by  Dr.  Monteith  on  Iritis, 
in  which  he  insists  much  on  the  great 
importance  of  distinguishing  this  dis- 
ease from  other  affections  of  the  eye, 
though  it  does  not,  in  the  majority 
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of  cases,  appear  in  its  simple  form. 
Those  inflammations  with  which  it 
is  most  likely  to  be  confounded,  are, 
— 1.  Ophthalmitis  interna.  2.  Cor- 
neitis.  3.  Inflammation  of  the  cap- 
sule of  the  aqueous  humor. 

This  disease  presents,  according  to 
Dr.  M.jfive  distinct  varieties,or  species 
as  ke  terms  them,  viz. — 1.  Trauma- 
tic. 2.  Catarrhal — rheumatic.  3. 
Venereal.  4.  Scrofulous.  5.  Ar- 
thritic. 


INTERMITTENT  FEVER. 

Observations   on  the   Practice  of 

Bleeding  in  the  Cold  Stage. 
Our  readers  will  recollect  with  how 
much  earnestness  this  practice  has 
been  recommended  by  Mr.  Mackin- 
tosh. ^In  the  last  Edinburgh  Jour- 
nal, Dr.  Stokes  has  given  the  result 
of  his  trial  of  this  remedy  in  twenty- 
two  cases,  of  which  accurate  records 
were  kept,  and  from  which  he  has 
drawn  some  highly  interesting  con- 
clusions. The  mode  of  investigation 
adopted  by  him  is  described  in  the 
following  terms  : — "  I  treated  the  pa- 
tients at  first  only  by  bleeding  in  the 
cold  stage,  and  the  use  of  saline  pur- 
gatives when  necessary,  but  soon 
found  that  without  the  use  of  bark 
I  could  not  succeed  in  eradicating 
the  disease,  and  the  practice  was 
also  followed  by  some  efl"ects  for 
which  I  was  not  prepared.  I  then 
determined  to  try  cautiously,  in  each 
case,  the  result  of  bleeding,  and  if  I 
found  that  the  patient  was  not  ad- 
vancing toward  recovery,  to  make 
use  of  the  bark."  The  quantity  of 
blood  drawn  at  each  time  averaged 
fourteen  ounces,  and  the  operation 
was  repeated  in  but  few  cases. 
On  the  rigor  itself,  the  various  ef- 


fects produced  were, — checking  the 
rigor  altogether  ;  its  momentary  sus- 
pension ;  checking  the  rigor  after  a 
certain  quantity  was  drawn,  and  its 
return  in  a  mild  degree  when  the 
operation  was  over  ;  diminution  of 
its  intensity,  but  not  of  its  length  ; 
relief  of  the  local  symptoms  alone ; 
prolongation  of  the  rigor,  without  di- 
minution of  intensity ;  disappearance 
of  the  rigor  on  the  fourth  pyrexial 
day  after  the  operation,  but  persist- 
ence of  the  symptoms  indicative  of 
internal  congestion.  Of  these,  the 
third  was  by  far  the  most  common. 
Thediminution  of  intensity, but  not  of 
length,  was  the  next  in  frequency. 
The  cuttings  short  of  the  rigor  occur- 
red  in  four  cases.  In  two,  it  was 
prolonged  without  diminution  of  in- 
tensity. In  one,  the  local  symptoms 
alone  were  relieved.  In  three  in- 
stances, no  apparent  effect  was  pro- 
duced by  the  operation,  either  on 
the  intensity  or  duration  of  the  rigor. 

With  regard  to  the  effect  of  the 
operation  on  the  subsequent  stages, 
the  most  frequent  result  was,  that  no 
effect  whatever  was  produced  on  ei- 
ther. In  a  very  few  cases,  the  symp- 
toms were  rendered  milder,  and  va- 
rious results  occurred  in  the  remain- 
der, in  about  equal  proportion. 

The  most  favorable  effects,  howe- 
ver, which  result  from  this  practice, 
were  exerted  upon  the  local  inflam- 
matory symptoms  which  accompa- 
nied the  cold  stage  Those  espe- 
cially which  were  referrible  to  the 
lungs  were  in  almost  every  instance 
immediately  relieved.  Even  splenic 
and  hepatic  enlargements  were  fa- 
vorably affected,  and  in  two  in- 
stances, splenic  tumors  of  long  stand- 
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ing  yielded  entirely  to  the  use  of 
this  remedy. 

The  benefit  derived  from  this 
practice,  however,  was  not  without 
its  alloy  of  positive  evil.  In  three 
cases,  it  was  followed,  within  three 
days,  by  severe  gastritis.  In  one 
other,  inflammation  of  the  tonsil  su- 
pervened, and  in  a  fifth,  pneumonia, 
which  was  fatal.  In  this  case,  all 
the  symptoms  had  been  exasperated 
by  the  bleeding. 

Such  is  a  very  imperfect  sketch 
of  this  highly  valuable  paper,  which 
appears  to  have  been  drawn  up  with 
the  utmost  care,  and  which  probably 
contains  the  greatest  amount  of  in- 
formation on  this  interesting  topic, 
of  any  communication  yet  made  to 
the  profession. 


TANNING  IN  PHTHISIS. 

From  some  facts  stated  in  a  late 
number  of  the  London  Medical  Ga- 
zette, it  appears  that  those  engaged 
in  the  business  of  tanning  are  far 
more  rarely  affected  with  consump- 
tion than  others  ;  and  hence  the  aro- 
ma, or  peculiar  atmosphere,  produced 
by  this  process,  is  proposed  as  a  re- 
medy for  phthisical  patients.  It  is 
stated  to  be  a  popular  opinion  that 
the  smell  arising  from  a  tan-yard  is 
conducive  to  health,  and  that  it  is  by 
no  means  uncommon  for  persons  un- 
favorably affected  by  other  occupa- 
tions, to  seek  employment  in  these 
places,  and  to  recover  from  their 
complaints  on  obtaining  it.  A  strik- 
ing case  is  related  by  the  author, 
which  occurred  in  his  own  practice, 
and  which,  in  fact,  first  directed  his 
attention  to  the  subject.  In  this 
case,  an  individual  who  had  applied 


to  him  in  an  advanced  stage  of  phthi- 
sis, and  of  whose  recovery  he  enter- 
tained no  hope,  was  cured  by  taking 
up  the  business  of  tanning.^  It  is 
found  that  those  who  are  exposed  to 
the  aroma  in  its  concentrated  form, 
from  working  among  the  pits,  are 
more  healthy  than  those  who  aro 
occupied  in  other  branches  of  the 
art ;  and  it  is  also  the  case,  that  those 
who  tan  with  oak  bark  enjoy  better 
health  than  those  who  tan  with  other 
ingredients.  With  the  constituent 
principles  of  this  aroma,  the  author 
confesses  himself  unacquainted  ;  at 
all  events,  it  seems  to  be  disengaged 
only  during  the  combination  of  the 
tanning  principle  of  the  bark  with 
the  gelatine  of  the  hides.  It  is  a 
fact  said  to  be  familiar  to  tanners, 
that  the  tanning  liquor,  or  ooze,  when 
applied  to  external  ulcers,  exerts  up- 
on them  a  highly  salutary  influence. 
As  the  best  mode  of  applying  this 
remedial  agent  in  consumption,  the 
author  proposes  placing  in  the  cham- 
ber of  the  patient  a  large  vessel,  con- 
taining a  quantity  of  the  liquor  and 
bark,  recently  taken  from  a  tan-pit ; 
or,  in  order  to  obtain  the  aroma  in  a 
more  concentrated  form,  that  it 
should  be  breathed  from  a  tube  con- 
nected with  a  cask  filled  with  the 
same  fluid. 

Whatever  may  be  the  actual  value 
of  the  above-mentioned  plan,  it  is 
certainly  entitled  to  a  fair  trial. 
Some  few  years  since,  a  considerable 
degree  of  interest  was  excited  among 
the  practitioners  of  this  place,  by  an 
individual  who  professed  to  have  re- 
pecitedly  cured  consumption  by  caus- 
ing patients  to  inhale  certain  tonic 
and  antiseptic  subtances  in  the  form 


204  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


of  a  fine  powder.  The  practice  was 
eagerly  adopted  and  extensively 
tried.  Besides  being  considerably 
used  in  private  cases,  the  inhaler  was 
introduced  into  one  public  hospital, 
and  a  full  trial  of  its  effect  was  insti- 
tuted by  the  distinguished  physician 
of  that  institution.  Some  flattering 
instances  were  reported  of  its  good 
success,  but,  on  the  whole,  so  little 
was  gained  by  its  use,  that  it  was 
soon  abandoned.    This  ill  success 


by  no  means  furnishes  a  conclusive 
argument  against  the  present  .plan  ; 
since,  independently  of  the  facts  by 
which  it  is  recommended,  the  intro- 
duction into  the  lungs  of  the  vapor, 
or  aroma,  arising  from  the  remedial 
article,  seems  far  more  likely  to  be 
beneficial  than  the  grosser  mode  of 
its  direct  application  in  the  form  of 
powder.  Some  experiments  are  in 
progress  to  test  the  efficacy  of  this 
novel  mode  of  treatment. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  MAY  12,  1829. 


NEURALGIA. 

In  the  letter  of  Dr.  Townsend,  which 
will  be  found  in  this  number,  we  recog- 
nize the  history  of  a  case  with  which 
we  were  more  or  less  acquainted  from 
its  commencement.  There  are  many 
points  in  it  which  will  arrest  the  at- 
tention of  the  reader  ; — the  first  is  its 
great  and  almost  unparalleled  seve- 
rity ;  the  last,  its  favorable  termina- 
tion. The  lady  now  enjoys  sound 
health,  and  has  experienced  no 
symptoms  of  her  former  disease  for  five 
years.  The  efficacy  of  the  douche 
of  warm  water,  and  the  frictions  with 
palm  oil,  in  removing  the  stiffness  of 
the  joints,  is  a  fact  scarcely  less  wor- 
thy of  notice  in  a  practical  point  of 
view,  than  the  relief  obtained  from 
the  neuralgic  symptoms. 

Dr.  Wilson,  author  of  a  work  on 
the  West  India  Fever,  prescribed  the 
Oil  of  turpentine  in  three  cases  of 
Neuralgia,  and  all  of  them  were  cur- 
ed— we  do  not  say  decidedly  hy  it, 
but  during  its  exhibition.  He  gave 
calomel  from  2  to  4  grs.  with  opium 
from  1  to  2  grs.,  every  night,  and 


from  1  to  2  drachms  of  oil  of  turpen- 
tine in  the  same  quantity  of  honey, 
the  next  morning.  A  more  extend- 
ed trial  of  this  remedy  is  desirable. 

Before  dismissing  the  subject  of 
Neuralgia,  we  cannot  but  remark  that 
we  are  happy  to  have  had  it  in  our 
power  to  offer  so  much  to  our  read- 
ers on  a  topic  of  such  vast  impor- 
tance ; — an  importance  derived  from 
the  protracted  misery  caused  by  the 
disease,  its  extreme  obstinacy  in  a 
majority  of  instances,  its  rapid  in- 
crease of  late  years,  and  the  compa- 
rative paucity  of  means  in  possession 
of  the  faculty,  for  determining  what 
is  the  best  and  most  efficient  course 
to  be  pursued  in  its  treatment. 


RUPTURE  OP  THE  UTERUS. 

This  appalling  catastrophe,  which  so 
generally  terminates  in  immediate 
dissolution,  we  apprehend  seldom  if 
ever  occurs  in  a  healthy  uterus.  It 
is  doubtful  whether  any  organ  in  the 
body  has  power  sufficient  to  rupture 
its  own  fibres,  when  those  fibres  are 
in  a  sound  and  healthy  condition. 
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Post-mortem  examinations  of  this  vis- 
cus,  after  such  accidents,  have  very 
generally  developed  some  deviation 
from  the  natural  state  of  its  parietes, 
(or  some  part  of  them,)  which  has 
been  immediately  appreciable  by  the 
senses ;  and  which  has  been  usually 
so  great  as  not  only  to  account  rea- 
dily for  the  fatal  occurrence,  but  to 
excite  astonishment  that  labor  could 
have  advanced  so  far.   Some  portion 
of  the  womb  has  been  found  in  a  state 
of  ulceration,  or  emoUissement,  or, 
more  frequently,  so  much  thinner 
than  the  rest  of  the  organ  as  to  ren- 
der it   mechanically  impossible  it 
should  give  even  moderate  resistance 
to  the  pressure  of  the  foetus  acted  on 
by  the  healthier  fibres.    Cases  may 
be  on  record  in  which  no  morbid 
condition  has  been  discovered  ;  but 
even  here,  such  a  condition  might 
have  existed,  and  yet  been  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  leave  no  structural  trace 
discernible  after  death.     If  then  the 
principle  above  stated  be  correct,  we 
have,  in  the  first  place,  no  reason  to 
fear  the  rupture  of  a  healthy  uterus, 
however  severe  may  be  the  labor  ; 
and  secondly,  where  rupture  does 
occur,  we  may  always  say  with  con- 
fidence that  the  organ  was  diseased. 

Of  late  years  but  two  cases  of  rup- 
tured uterus  are  known  to  have  oc- 
curred in  this  city.  In  one,  no  post- 
mortem examination  was  made.  In 
the  other,  the  ruptured  portion  and 
parts  in  its  vicinity  were  found  ex- 
ceedingly thin. 

Mr.  Spark,  Surgeon  at  Newcastle, 
has  communicated  an  interesting  case 
of  this  description  to  the  London 
Medical  Gazette.  In  his  account  of 
the  examination  he  says. 


"  The  uterus  itself  was  of  the  com- 
mon size,  the  whole  of  its  fundus, 
posterior  and  left  lateral  portion,  be- 
ing as  firm  and  thick  as  usual,  and 
free  from  any  traces  of  disease  ;  all 
the  right  side  of  it,  on  the  contrary, 
was  dark-looking,  relaxed,  thin  as  a 
sixpence  in  places,  and  transparent ; 
a  fissure,  thiee  inches  and  a  half  in 
extent,  with  ragged  and  sloughy 
edges,  running  perpendicularly 
through  it  to  the  cervix,  which  ap- 
peared to  retain  its  usual  texture ; 
above  the  commencement,  and  to 
some  extent  on  each  side  the  fissure, 
there  were  several  patches  of  dis- 
eased structure, — the  whole,  doubt- 
less, indicating  morbid  action  of  long 
continuance." 

With  a  view  to  the  elucidation  of 
this  subject,  no  fatal  case  should  be 
allowed  to  pass,  without  examination, 
when  permission  can  possibly  be  ob- 
tained. We  say  no  fatal  case,  for  it 
does  not  always  happen  that  death  is 
the  consequence  of  such  rupture. 
Although  calculated  in  an  eminent 
degree  to  paralyse  the  hopes,  and 
terminate  the  efforts,  of  even  an  ex- 
perienced practitioner,  cases  have 
been  recorded  in  which  delivery  has 
yet  been  effected  and  the  mother  re- 
stored to  health. 

At  the  meeting  of  a  medical  socie- 
ty of  London,  Feb.  24,  1829,  such  a 
case  was  read  by  Mr.  Neville.  The 
labor  had  advanced  without  accident 
till  the  ear  of  the  child  was  felt  by 
the  hand  introduced  per  vaginam. 
At  this  stage  a  sensation  was  expe- 
rienced by  the  woman  as  of  some- 
thing giving  way,  and  immediately 
the  foetus  was  found  to  have  escaped 
from  the  uterus,  and  discovered  under 
the  integuments  of  the  abdomen. 
The  hand  of  the  accoucheur  was 
passed  through  the  vagina  and  the 
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rent  in  the  uterus  ;  and  the  child  be- 
ing seized  by  the  feet,  was  with- 
drawn, and  thus  delivery  safely  ef- 
fected. This  wonnan  recovered,  and 
afterwards  bore  a  child. 

In  the  Medical  Repository,  a  case 
was  recorded,  about  two  years  ago, 
in  which  the  uterus  was  ruptured,  and 
the  upper  part  of  the  full  grown  foetus 
escaped  into  the  abdomen.  Yet  was 
delivery  effected,  and  the  woman  re- 
covered. The  gentleman  who  gave 
that  case  to  the  Repository  has  re- 
cently addressed  a  letter  to  the  Medi- 
cal Gazette,  of  which  the  following  is 
an  extract. 

^'  I  once  met  with  a  very  extensive 
rupture  of  the  uterus,  commencing  at 
the  OS  uteri.  The  case  was  as  fol- 
lows : — A  health}^  negress,  about  18 
years  of  age,  was  taken  in  labor  with 
her  first  child.  When  called  to  her, 
I  found  the  head  within  the  uterus, 
with  only  a  trifling  dilatation  of  the 
OS  tincae  pressing  very  forcibly  upon 
the  perineum,  forming  the  perineal 
tumor,  and  with  so  much  force  that 
I  thought  the  uterus,  with  its  con- 
tents, would  be  expelled  through  the 
OS  externum.  I  abstracted  blood 
from  the  arm,  and  supported  the  pe- 
rineal tumor  as  much  as  I  could  ;  but, 
in  spite  of  all  my  exertions,  the  force 
of  the  pains  continuing,  the  uterus 
was  rent  upwards,  from  the  os  uteri 
towards  the  fundus,  for  at  least  six 
inches,  and  the  child,  with  the  pla- 
centa, was  expelled  through  the  os 
externum,  with  only  a  slight  lacera- 
tion of  the  perineum.* 

What  was  still  more  extraordinary 
in  this  case,  the  patient  recovered 
without  any  untoward  symptom,  and 
two  years  afterwards  gave  birth  to 
another  child,  with  no  more  incon- 
venience than  from  the  common  oc- 


*  Tlje  patient  being  perfectly  exposed, 
I  saw  the  whole  of  llie  above  as  describ- 
ed.—T.  IJ.  B. 


currences  in  natural  labor.  I  am. 
Sir,       Yours,  &c. 

Thos.  H.' Brock,  M.D." 

Dr.  Henschell,  of  Breslaw,  also 
relates  a  case  in  which  the  uterus 
was  ruptured  whilst  he  was  aiding  the 
efforts  of  nature  by  the  forceps.  The 
child  was  born  alive,  but  died  in  a 
few  hours.  A  prolapsus  uteri  ena- 
bled him  to  examine  the  rupture  with 
unusual  accuracy,  and  it  was  found 
to  be  about  two  inches  in  length,  and 
of  considerable  depth,  without,  howe- 
ver, penetrating  through  the  parietes 
of  the  organ.  *' Emollient  injections 
were  thrown  into  the  uterus,  and 
small  doses  of  opium  given  internal- 
ly. The  ensuing  night  was  very 
restless  ;  the  patient  lost  much  blood, 
and  complained  of  violent  pain  over 
the  whole  abdomen,  which  was  tense 
and  very  lender  on  pressure."  The 
injections  and  opium  were  repeated, 
and  a  poultice  laid  over  the  abdomen. 
On  the  second  night  all  the  symp- 
toms were  aggravated,  and  fever  and 
despondency  added  to  the  unfavora- 
ble aspect  of  the  case.  Emollient  in- 
jections were  thrown  into  the  rectum, 
and  leeches  applied  to  the  hypogas- 
tric region,  and  the  fever  and  inflam- 
mation began  to  abate  ;  the  secretion 
of  milk  became  abundant,  the  lochial 
discharge  was  profuse,  and  mixed 
with  purulent  matter.  Four  weeks 
after  delivery  the  patient  was  per- 
fectly cured. 


THE  NEW  MEDICINES. 

V.  Emetine. — This  is  the  active  in- 
gredient in  Ipecacuanha.  It  acts  as 
an  emetic  and  purgative,  and  is  said 
to  produce  a  subsequent  tendency  to 
sleep. 
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Modes  of  prescribing  Emetine. 

1.  Emetine  in  Substance. 

Dose,  4  grains,  dissolved  in  any  ve- 
hicle, and  given  in  divided  doses. 

2.  Emetic  Mixture. 

Take  of 

Emetine,  4  g^rains. 

Infusion  of  Roses,  2  ounces. 

Syrup  of  Orange,  1-2  ounce. 

Mix.    Dose,  a  dessert  spoonful  eve- 
ry half  hour. 

3.  Pectoral  Lozenges. 

These  lozenges  may  be  used  in- 
stead of  the  Ipecac,  lozenges,  in  pec- 
toral complaints.  They  are  thus 
made : — 

Take  of 

Sugar,  4  ounces. 

Emetine,  32  grains. 

Form  into  lozenges  of  6  grains  each. 

4.  Emetic  Lozenges. 

Take  of 

Sugar,  2  ounces. 

Emetine,  32  grains. 

Form  into  lozenges  of  18  grains  each. 
1  vomits  a  child,  3  or  4  an  adult. 

5.  Syrup  of  Emetine. 

Take  of 

Simple  Syrup,  1  pound. 

Emetine,  16  grains. 

This  is  used  as  Syrup  of  Ipecac,  and 

in  the  same  doses. 

Emetine  is  sometimes  refined, 
when  it  goes  by  the  name  of  pure 
emetine,  and  may  be  given  in  doses 
just  one  quarter  as  great  as  above 
stated. 


MASS.  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  members  of  this  Society  will  not 
forget  that  the  Annual  Meeting  is  to 
be  held  in  this  city  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  June,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 
In  consequence  of  the  death  of  Dr. 
Gorham,  who  was  to  have  delivered 
the  address,  no  discourse  will  be 
given  at  this  meeting — the  By-Laws 
making  no  provision  for  such  cases. 
In  lieu  of  an  address,  the  dissertation 
on  the  best  modes  of  preventing  and 
curing  habits  of  Intemperance,  to 
which  the  Society's  premium  has 


been  awarded,  will  be  read  by  the 
Recording  Secretary. 

SKETCHES    OF    PERIODICAL  LITERA- 
TURE. 

Under  this  head  we  propose  to  de- 
vote three  or  four  pages  each  week  to 
sketches  of  such  original  papers  in 
other  journals,  foreign  and  domestic, 
as  have  a  practical  value,  or  are  in 
any  way  particularly  interesting  to, 
the  profession  in  this  country.  The 
trouble  of  making  these  sketches  will 
be  very  considerable,  but  we  shall  be 
thereby  enabled  to  concentrate  into  a 
small  space,  that  information  which 
would  occupy  many  pages  if  entire 
articles  were  extracted.  Some  gene- 
ral views  may  also  be  given  of  long 
and  elaborate  essays  which  it  would 
be  wholly  beyond  our  limits  to  re- 
print. 

Number  of  Patients  in  the  Paris 
Hospitals — The  past  winter  having 
been  uncommonly  severe,  the  Hos- 
pitals of  Paris  have  been  crowded. 
At  the  Hotel  Dieu  there  have  been 
1124  patients,  and  at  La  Pitie,  700, 
although  there  are  usually  but  900 
beds  in  the  former  and  500  in  the 
latter.  More  than  half  the  cases  at 
the  Hotel  Dieu  are  medical,  and  there 
are  but  seven  Physicians,  a  number, 
says  the  jLa  Clinique,  greatly  too 
small  for  such  a  charge. 

Surgical  Lectures. — In  conse- 
quence of  the  severe  indisposition  of 
Mr.  Abernethy,  Mr.  Lawrence  has 
been  appointed  to  give  the  surgical 
course  at  St.  Bartliolomew's  Hospital. 


WEEKLY  KEPORT  OF   DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  May  1,  at  noon. 
Of  abscess,  1 — accidental,  1 — apoplexy,  1 — 
consumption,  10— croup,  1  — drowned,  2 — 
dropsy,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— infantile,  3 
— imprudent  use  of  landanum,  1— old  age,  1 — 
sudden,!.  Males,  11— females,  12.  Stfllborn, 
1.    Total,  24. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


DENTAL  3URGERY. 

THIS  day  received  by  Benjamin  Per- 
kins &  Co.,  No.  135,  Washington 
Street,— A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GERY.   In  three  parts. 

1.  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Dental 
Surgery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Dentist.  Denlicum  curara  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
dentibus  laxantur  et  chylaceos  officinae  ; 
hinc  mille  malorum  occasiones. — Baglivi 
XIII.        .  March  17. 

ep6w 

LONDON  STATIONARY,  &c. 

JUST  received  by  COTTONS  &  BAR- 
NARD, 184  Washington  Street, 
Crown  and  Double  Crown  Tissue  Paper, 
large  thin  Bath  Letter  Paper  ;  Billet  Pa- 
per, Demy  and  Royal  Bristol  Board,  do. 
do.  London  Board,  Newman's  Carmine, 
Music  Paper. 

A COPY  of  Bloomfield's  Critical  Digest 
of  Sacred  Annotation  on  the  Gos- 
pels, 3  vols.  8vo.  "  The  most  learned 
Commentary  in  the  English  language." 
For  sale  by  COTTONS  &  BARNARD, 
184  Washington  Street. 


CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 

THE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
lance for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  White's, 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 


mined, or  the  other  proper  measures  to  he 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express- 
ly disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.  This  machine  has  received 
the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston^  Feb.  6,  1829. 

NEW  BOOKS  FOR  CHILDREN. 

JUST  published  by  COTTONS  k  BAR- 
NARD, 184  Washington  Street. 
The  Waning  Moon,  by  the  author  of 
the  Rising  Sun  ;  The  While  Palfrey,  by 
the  author  of  Thomas  Mansfield  ;  The 
Kind  and  Happy  Child,  by  the  author  of 
the  White  Palfrey,  &c. 

FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

COTTONS  k  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  for  sale,  the  fol- 
lowing Water  Colors,  of  an  excellent 
quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  Lamber- 
tye,  (France,)  viz :  Bistre,  Raw  Cassel, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  Pink, 
Seppia,  Violet  Lake,  Carmined  Lake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prussian  Blue,  Mineral 
Blue,  Indigo,  Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, Gamboge,  Yellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  Italian  E^irth, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth, 
Crocus  Martial,  Green  Lake,  Sanders 
Green,  Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prus- 
sian Green,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red, 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
Flake  White. 

Also — a  great  variety  of  Newman^s,  Ac- 
kerman's,  Reeves''s  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boxes  and  separate  cakes. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CONVERSA- 
TIONS. 

COTTONS  &  BARN  AND,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  just  published, 
Sunday  School  Conversations  on  some  of 
the  interesting  subjects  recorded  in  the 
New  Testament.  By  the  author  of  the 
Factory  Girl,  The  Badge,  James  Talbot, 
&c. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollarg  per  annum,  if 
paid  ill  ndvance,  throe  doUarn  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  tiirnc  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

NOSOLOGICAL  PLACE  OF  NEURALGIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — Since  the  publication  of  my 
papers  on  Neuralgia,  a  friend  has 
informed  me  that  Dr.  Good,  in  the 
last  edition  of  the  Study  of  Medi- 
cine, has  actually  changed  the  ar- 
rangement of  Neuralgia  from  the 
order  Cinetica  to  .^sthetica,  as  I 
proposed  in  the  last  of  those  papers. 
He  also  has  spoken  of  a  Neuralgia 
of  the  Mamma  in  the  same  article, 
and  alluded  to  the  description  of 
Neuralgia  of  the  Uterus,  in  another 
author. 

Although  I  have  not  set  up  a 
claim  for  novelty,  I  should  certain- 
ly have  alluded  to  these  remarks 
of  Dr.  Good,  had  I  known  of  them; 
and  perhaps  it  will  be  thought  that 
I  ought  to  have  consulted  his  excel- 
lent work  on  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  any  change  had  been  made 
from  the  Nosology.  It  really  oc- 
curred to  me  to  do  this  ;  but  I 
found  that  if  I  took  the  time  to 
consult  such  works  as  were  calcu- 
lated to  throw  light  on  this  subject, 
it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to 
publish  these  cases  at  present. 
For  this  reason,  I  resolved  to  allow 
them  to  be  taken  for  better  or  for 
worse.  The  remarks  of  Dr.  Good 
are  gratifying  to  me,  not  only  be- 
cause I  had  proposed  the  arrange- 
ment which  he  had  ultimately 


adopted,  but  also  because  they 
seem  to  confirm  the  existence  of 
two  species  of  the  affection  noticed 
in  these  papers, — that  of  the  Mam- 
ma and  of  the  Uterus. 

Acupuncturation  is  mentioned  by 
Dr.  G.  as  an  application  worthy  to 
be  tried  before  resorting  to  opera- 
tion, both  in  recent  and  confirmed 
cases.  This  practice  I  have  fairly 
employed,  without  any  good  effect. 
The  Prussic  acid  is  also  spoken  of 
by  the  same  distinguished  author  as 
meriting  a  trial.  This  I  have  not 
used  ;  and  powerful  as  are  its  ef- 
fects on  the  animal  economy,  I 
must  freely  confess,  though  at  some 
risk,  that  I  have  not  seen  cause  to 
put  confidcDce  in  its  curative  vir- 
tues.      Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Warren. 


II. 

WOUND  OP  THE  HEART. 

Wound  of  the  Hearty  in  which  the 
Patient  survived  the  Accident  ten 
days.  .  * 

Victor  Jans  on,  sixteen  years  of 
age,  on  the  8th  of  September 
wounded  himself  accidentally  in 
pulling  a  knife  from  one  of  his  com- 
panions ;  but,  as  he  felt  no  pain,  he 
supposed  he  had  only  cut  his  waist- 
coat. He  laid  the  knife  upon  the 
table,  walked  out.  into  the  court, 
and  remained  there  ten  minutes, 
without  even  thinking  of  the  acci- 
dent.   At  the  end  of  this  time,  he 
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observed  his  clothes  stained  with 
blood  ;  he  vomited,  and  fell  to  the 
ground. 

He  was  conveyed  to  La  Chari- 
TE.  The  blood  which  flowed  at 
this  time  was  florid.  When  brought 
to  the  hospital,  his  face  was  pale, 
his  lips  colorless,  eyelids  drooping, 
respiration  short  and  frequent  ; 
pulse  small,  frequent,  and  com- 
pressible ;  the  shirt  and  clothes  of 
the  patient  bathed  in  blood.  Be- 
tween the  fourth  and  fifth  ribs  of 
the  left  side,  near  two  fingers' 
breadth  from  the  sternum,  was  a 
transverse  aperture,  from  six  to 
seven  lines  in  length.  It  was  re- 
marked that  the  wound  of  the  inte- 
guments did  not  correspond  exactly 
with  that  of  the  muscles  or  pleura; 
and  this  w^ant  of  parallelism  pre- 
vented the  blood  from  having  a  free 
exit.  In  order  to  determine  the 
exact  direction  in  which  the  instru- 
ment had  penetrated,  and  the  he- 
morrhage continuing,  the  extremity 
of  a  covered  director  was  intro- 
duced into  the  wound  ;  and  seeing 
that  it  tended  to  run  from  within 
outwards,  and  from  above  down- 
wards, it  was  withdrawn,  without 
introducing  it  within  the  chest. 
The  lips  of  the  wound  were  gently 
approximated  by  means  of  adhesive 
straps,  and  a  compress  and  bandage, 
applied  moderately  tight.  Tlie  left 
and  back  part  of  the  chest  emitted 
a  dull  sound  on  percussion  ;  the  res- 
piratory murmur  was  feeble  at  the 
upper  part,  and  entirely  wanting 
beneath.  On  the  right  the  sound 
was  clear,  and  the  respiratory  mur- 
mur very  perceptible.  The  patient 
being  laid  on  his  back,  the  sound 
was  swfiiciently  clear  above  and  in 
front,  but  dull  beneath  and  at  the 
side,  where  the  respiratory  murmur 
was  lost.  These  diflerent  signs 
clearly  pointed  out  considerable 
extravasation  of  blood   into  the 


chest.  The  patient  continued  all 
this  time  with  his  eyes  shut,  and 
insensible.  He  was  bled,  and  si- 
napisms were  applied  to  the  calves 
of  the  legs,  the  feet  rolled  in  warm 
cloths,  and  the  hands  retained  some 
minutes  in  warm  water. 

Next  morning  it  w^as  found  that 
he  had  slept  two  hours  during  the 
night.  Some  reaction  had  mani- 
fested itself.  He  was  directed  by 
M.  Boyer  to  be  bled  three  times, 
viz.,  immediately,  at  mid-day,  and 
at  night.  The  first  produced  a 
momentary  relief  ;  the  second  and 
third,  also,  somewhat  diminished 
the  oppression. 

The  symptoms  still  remaining, 
on  the  third  day  he  was  again  bled, 
and  the  venesection  once  more  re- 
peated at  night. 

On  the  nth,  (the  fourth  day,) 
the  patient  was  in  great  distress, 
and  the  dressings  were  removed. 
M.  Boyer  then  directed  him  to 
cough  ;  dark  blood  flowed  copious- 
ly from  the  wound.  The  left  side 
of  the  thorax  was  observed  to  be 
more  prominent  than  the  other,  and 
the  intercostal  spaces  were  oblite- 
rated :  a  portion  of  air  entered  the 
chest  in  lieu  of  the  blood  evacuated. 
The  dressings  w^ere  again  applied. 
In  the  evening,  the  oppression  con- 
tinuing, twenty  leeches  were  ap- 
plied to  the  anus. 

On  the  12th  and  13th,  he  conti- 
nued with  gradually  increasing  op- 
pression of  respiration,  anxiety,  and 
general  distress. 

On  the  14th,  M.  Boyer  intro- 
duced a  probe  through  the  wound 
into  the  chest  ;  immediately  the 
blood  sprung  to  the  height  of  seve- 
ral feet.  He  then  removed  the 
instrument,  and  tried  to  introduce 
his  little  finger.  This  brought  on 
a  kind  of  spasmodic  action  of  the 
respiratory  muscles,  and  the  blood 
escaped  as  before.    Air  entered  to 
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V  occupy  the  place  of  blood  ;  the 
pulse  became  extremely  feeble, 
and  little  or  no  relief  was  given  to 
the  bleeding.  About  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  he  died. 

Examination. — An  incision  was 
made  at  the  inferior  and  back  part 
of  the  thorax,  through  which  about 
a  pound  and  a  half  of  blood  was 
extracted.  The  chest  was  then 
opened  with  great  precaution.  An 
aperture  was  found  in  the  pericar- 
dium, which  was  thickened  and  in- 
flamed throughout  its  whole  extent: 
it  adhered  to  the  heart  only  at  the 
edges  of  the  wound.  It  contained 
pus,  particularly  at  the  lower  part, 
where  the  quantity  was  considera- 
ble :  it  was  thick  and  greenish. 
An  opening,  rather  less  than  that 
in  the  pericardium,  existed  in  the 
left  ventricle  :  this  ventricle  was 
removed  by  two  incisions  parallel 
to  the  septum.  A  stilette,  intro- 
duced from  without  inwards,  pene- 
trated into  its  interior,  and  pushed 
out  a  little  clot  of  blood.  The  in- 
ner aperture  was  extremely  small. 
A  false  membrane,  which  lined  the 
surface  of  the  pericardium  and  the 
heart,  extended  itself  across  the 
wound  ;  the  heart  appeared  to  be 
becoming  inflamed,  being  thickened 
and  very  hard.  There  was  no 
blood  in  the  pericardium  ;  no  arte- 
ry that  could  be  seen  was  wounded. 

Journ.  Hebdom. 


III. 

NEEDLE  IN  THE  LARYNX. 

Case  in  which  a  J^eedle  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Larynx. 

A  MAN  had  been  using  a  needle  for 
the  purpose  of  scratching  his  nos- 
tril :  having  let  it  go,  it  passed 
backwards  into  the  fauces,  and  fell 
into  the  windpipe.  The  needle 
had  a  thread  attached  to  it,  which 
was  entirely  drawn  in,  and  disap- 


peared. Violent  fits  of  coughing, 
and  attempts  at  expectoration,  im- 
mediately came  on :  by  these,  the 
end  of  the  thread  was  ejected,  and 
the  patient  laid  hold  of  this  and 
pulled  it.  These  attempts  gave 
him  great  pain,  but  were  unavail- 
ing. He  continued  for  three  days 
in  a  state  of  great  anxiety  and  suf- 
fering, during  vvhich  he  made  nu- 
merous ineffectual  attempts  to  pull 
out  the  needle.  At  length  he  came 
to  the  Beaujon,  at  Paris. 

The  thread  was  still  hanging  out 
of  the  mouth,  and  some  efforts  were 
again  made  by  the  house  surgeon  to 
extract  the  needle  by  pulling  it  % 
gently,  but  in  vain.  M.  Blandin, 
when  he  arrived,  found  that  the 
thread  had  disappeared  during  the 
act  of  deglutition,  nor  could^he  re- 
cover it  by'introducing  the  fingers 
into  the  pharynx,  or  by  any  other 
means.  Uncertain  whether  the 
needle  had  really  got  into  the  la- 
rynx or  the  gullet,  he  contented 
himself  with  applying  thirty  leeches 
to  the  throat,  followed  by  a  poul- 
tice, &c.  Next  day,  the  patient 
was  much  in  the  same  [state,  and 
was  bled  to  sixteen  ounces,  and 
had  twenty  leeches  to  the  neck,  &c. 

For  two  days  more,  there  was 
little  to  remark  ;  when,  during 
the  visit,  the  patient  expelled  the 
end  of  the  thread  in  a  fit  of  cough- 
ing. M.  Blandin,  having  satisfied 
himself  that  the  needle  could  not 
be  pulled  out,  fixed  the  thread  upon 
the  cheek  with  a  little  adhesive 
strap,  and  resolved  to  operate  next 
day. 

On  the  following  morning,  the 
respiration  was  more  difficult,  and 
the  voice  more  hoarse.  M.  Blan- 
din, having  again  tried  various 
means  of  extracting  the  needle, 
proceeded  to  operate.  The  patient 
was  placed  horizontally  on  a  bed 
facing  the  light,  and  M.  Blandin, 
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standing  on  the  right  side  of  the 
patient,  fixed  the  larynx  with  the 
left  hand,  and  then  endeavored  to 
find  the  crico-thyroidean  space, 
but  the  swelling  rendered  this 
iaipossible  ;  he  therefore  made 
an  incision  through  the  skin  on  the 
median  line,  about  a  third  of  the 
length  of  the  throat,  and  after- 
wards divided'thefsubjacent  parts 
very  cautiously.  It  was  not  till 
he  had  penetrated  to  the  depth  of 
an  inch  that  he  laid  bare  the  cri- 
co-thyroid  membrane.  Some 
bleeding  took  place,  but  the  he- 
morrhage soon  ceased.  The  nail 
of  the  forefinger  of  the  left  hand 
was  placed  transversely  on  the 
membrane,  which  was  then  punc- 
tured, and  cut  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. A  grooved  and  curved  di- 
rector was  introduced  by  the 
wound,  and  carried  upwards,  and 
the  thyroid  cartilage  divided  upon 
it,  throughout  its  whole  length. 
Respiration  was  now  freely  per- 
formed through  this  large  opening, 
but  the  voice  was  lost.  A  poly- 
pus forceps  was  introduced  at 
two  different  times,  and  speedily 
withdrawn,  on  account  of  the  ir- 
ritation it  excited,  but  without 
the  needle.  Considering  it  possi- 
ble that  the  needle  might  be  ex- 
pelled in  a  fit  of  coughing,  the 
patient  was  put  to  bed,  the  wound 
being  lightly  covered  with  apiece 
of  linen  pierced  with  holes,  and 
spread  with  cerate. 

On  the  following  day,  a  needle, 
nineteen  lines  in  length,  and  as  it 
were  bronzed,  was  found  attached 
to  the  compress  laid  over  the 
wound. 

The  wound  healed  very  slowly. 
The  operation  was  performed  on 
the  22d  of  June,  and  a  fistulous 
opening,  with  great  weakness  and 
hoarseness  of  voice,  remained  in 
September.    On  the  30th  of  that 


month,  it  is  stated  that,  by  means 
of  caustic  applied  to  the  edges  of 
the  aperture,  it  had  at  length 
closed,  and  the  voice  regained 
some  of  its  former  strength. — lb. 


IV. 

HIP  PRESENTATIONS. 

Six  successive  Hip  Presentations  in 
the  same  Individual. 

Madame  Q.,  large  and  well  made, 
of  good  constitution.  Her  first 
accouchement  was  long  and  diffi- 
cult :  the  hips  presented,  and  va- 
rious manipulations  were  adopted 
by  her  attendant,  which  caused 
great  pain  ;  but  at  length  the  de- 
livery took  place  spontaneously. 
She  was  put  to  bed  a  second  time, 
and  the  labor  was  much  easier, 
being  speedily  terminated,  al- 
though the  presentation  was  the 
same  as  before.  On  the  third 
occasion,  as  soon  as  the  pains 
came  on,  an  accoucheur  was  sent 
for,  who  remained  with  her  above 
ten  hours,  when  the  labor  gradu- 
ally ceased,  and  the  delivery  did 
not  take  place  till  five  weeks 
after. 

The  physician  who  relates  the 
case  was  sent  for  to  the  lady  dur- 
ing her  fourth  pregnancy.  He 
found  the  os  uteri  thick  and  hard, 
with  a  little  tumor  at  the  left 
side,  about  the  size  of  a  nut,  and 
which  felt  like  a  hsemorrhoid. 
The  pains  continued,  but  without 
eff*ect,  and  after  some  hours  en- 
tirely ceased.  In  a  month  after- 
wards, she  was  delivered  without 
difficulty,  the  hips  still  presenting. 
A  fifth  accouchement  was  attend- 
ed with  similar  circumstances, 
false  labor  supervening  about  the 
eighth  month,  and  delivery  three 
weeks  after. 

On  the  11th  of  December  last, 
Madame  Q.  was  seized  with  la- 
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bor-pains  for  the  sixth  time^  but 
which  again  subsided  till  the  8th 
of  January,  the  hips  presenting  as 
in  every  one  of  the  preceding  in- 
stances. 

These  presentations  are  neither 
rare  nor  difficult  at  the  Maternite, 
in  Paris  ;  360  were  met  with  in 
20,000  cases,  and  of  these,  only 
30  required  the  interference  of 
art.  But  the  case  above  detailed 
is  so  far  remarkable,  because, 
though  the  woman  vvas  well  form- 
ed, and  the  pregnancy  presented 
nothing  extraordinary,  yet  the  po- 
sition of  the  foetus  was  always  the 
one  above  mentioned. 

La  Clinique. 


V. 

PECULIARITIES  OF  FCETAL  LIFE. 

Functions  of  the  Intestinal  Canal 
and  Liver  in  the  Human  Foetus. 

A  VERY  interesting  paper  on  the 
above  subject  was  lately  read  at 
the  Royal  Society  by  Dr.  Lee. 
From  the  circumstances  of  the 
early  development  of  the  liver 
and  intestines  of  the  foetus — of 
the  copious  supply  of  blood  which 
they  receive,  and  of  the  great 
space  which  they  occupy  in  the 
abdomen — the  author  was  led  to 
the  conclusion  that  they  perform- 
ed some  important  functions  in  the 
foetal  economy.  Although  no  nu- 
tritive matter  can  be  furnished 
by  the  mouth,  yet  the  contents  of 
different  portions  of  the  alimenta- 
ry canal  were  found,  both  in  ap- 
pearance and  chemical  composi- 
tion, to  have  a  striking  analo,2;y  to 
those  of  the  same  parts  of  the 
canal  in  the  adult,  where  the  pro- 
cesses of  assimilation  and  absorp- 
tion are  performed.  A  semi-fluid 
matter,  possessing  all  the  charac- 


ters of  albumen,  is  found  closely 
adhering  to  the  inner  walls  of  the 
small  intestine,  and  is  more  espe- 
cially abundant  around  the  papil- 
lary projection,  through  which  the 
comn)on  duct  of  the  liver  opens 
into  the  duodenum,  and  diminishes 
in  quantity  as  we  trace  it  towards 
the  termination  of  the  ileum.  The 
great  intestines  are  generally  dis- 
tended with  a  dark  green  homoge- 
neous fluid,  containing  no  albumen, 
and  apparently  excrementitious. 
No  albumen  can  be  detected  in 
the  contents  of  the  stomach;  hence 
the  author  infers  that  an  absorp- 
tion of  some  nutritious  substance 
(which  he  brings  forward  several 
arguments  to  show  must  be  de- 
rived from  the  liver)  takes  place 
from  the  intestinal  canal  in  the 
latter  months  of  gestation.  He 
states  that  in  two  instances  he 
detected  the  presence  of  a  sub- 
stance similar  to  that  which  he 
had  found  in  the  duodenum,  in  the 
hepatic  duct  itself.  Hence  he  is 
led  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
function  of  the  liver  in  the  foetus 
is  not  confined  to  the  separation 
of  excrementitious  matter  from 
the  blood,  but  that  it  supplies 
materials  subservient  to  nutrition. 
That  the  substances  existing  in 
the  intestines  of  the  foetus  are  not 
derived  from  the  mouth,  is  proved 
by  these  being  equally  found  in 
eacephalous  children,  or  where 
the  oesophagus  is  impervious,  as 
where  no  such  malconformation 
had  existed.  A  note  is  subjoined 
to  this  paper  by  Dr.  Prout,  giving 
an  account  of  the  mode  by  which 
he  ascertained  the  chemical  cha- 
racter of  the  substance  referred 
to  in  his  examination.  The  paper 
is  accompanied  by  drawings  of 
the  intestinal  tube  in  the  foetus. 

Philosophical  Magazine. 


* 
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VI. 

Description  of  the  Rudiments  of  a 
FcetuSj  extracted  from  the  Testi- 
cle of  a  Child  seven  Months  old. 

By  Dr.  Wendt,  of  Breslau. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  Glogan,  in 
Silesia,  the  wife  of  a  laborer  was, 
in  December,  1827,  delivered  of 
a  healthy  male  child,  which,  dur- 
ing six  months,  enjoyed  good 
health  ;  but  having  after  this  pe- 
riod been  affected  with  dysuria, 
was  found  to  have  a  hard  swelling 
of  the  left  testicle,  and  congenital 
phimosis.  The  latter  having  been 
removed  by  the  operation,  the 
testicle  rapidly  increased  in  size, 
so  that  the  scrotum  at  last  hung 
down  to  the  knees  ;  the  tumor  had 
an  uneven  surface,  was  very  hard, 
and  tender  on  pressure,  and  as  it 
continued  to  grow,  was  on  the  9th 
of  July  removed.  The  ligature 
came  away  on  the  12th,  and  the 
wound  was  completely  healed  by 
the  beginning  of  August. 

The  extirpated  testicle  was 
four  inches  and  a  quarter  in 
length,  and  two  and  a  quarter  in 
diameter  ;  it  weighed  seven 
ounces,  and  its  parenchyma  was 
infiltrated  with  a  greasy,  ichorous 
matter,  of  a  yellow  color.  No 
trace  of  the  epididymis  could  be 
found.  The  tunica  vaginalis  be- 
ing opened,  a  solid  oblong  body 
was  exposed,  and,  on  closer  in- 
spection, found  to  be  a  thigh  bone, 
without  its  periosteum,  one  inch 
and  a  half  in  length  ;  in  the  cir- 
cumjacent tissue,  the  rudiments 
of  several  other  bones  were  found, 
which,  on  a  more  accurate  exa- 
mination, proved  to  be  the  pelvis 
of  a  foetus  at  the  fourth  month  ; 
the  OS  coccygis  was  very  much 
curved  ;  the  sacrum  terminated 
in  a  ligamentous  mass,  which  ap- 


peared to  represent  the  rudiments 
of  the  lumbar  vertebrae.  The 
head  of  the  right  thigh  bone  was 
much  compressed,  without  any 
trace  of  the  neck,  although  two 
prominences,  resembling  the  tro- 
chanters, were  visible  ;  its  lower 
end  terminated  in  two  tuberosi- 
ties, representing  the  internal  and 
external  condyles.  The  left  os 
pubis  and  the  ischium  were  total- 
ly wanting  ;  the  ileum,  which  was 
well  formed,  had  attached  to  its 
semicircular  line  the  left  thigh 
bone,  which  was  only  three-fourths 
of  an  inch  in  length,  and  its  lower 
extremity  bent  backwards;  the  ti- 
bia and  fibula  were  almost  entirely 
cartilaginous,  and  were  separated 
by  a  very  thick  inter-osseous  liga- 
ment ;  the  foot  was  represented 
by  a  confused  cartilaginous  mass, 
without  any  distinct  traces  of  toes. 
No  other  rudiments  of  any  foetal 
organs  could  be  found  in  the  tes- 
ticle, the  substance  of  which  was 
not  in  a  morbid  state,  except  from 
mechanical  pressure.  The  child 
from  which  it  had  been  removed 
was,  five  years  after  the  opera- 
tion, in  the  enjoyment  of  excellent 
health. — Bulletin  des  Sc.  Med, 


VII. 

OPTICAL  PECULIARITY. 

Double  Pupil  in  one  Eye. 

A  REMARKABLE  casc  of  double 
pupil  was  observed  by  Professor 
Pacini,  of  Lucca,  in  a  young  man 
who,  in  his  childhood,  had,  from 
an  unknown  external  cause,  been 
affected  with  chronic  inflamma- 
tion of  the  left  eye,  which  had 
left  it  in  the  following  state  : — 
The  external  parts  of  the  eye  are 
healthy,  the  cornea  is  perfectly 
transparent,  except  at  its  external 
part,  where  there  is  a  small  pte- 
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rygium  ;  the  pupil  is  elliptic,  the 
fourth  part  of  a  line  in  height,  and 
one  line  in  breadth,  and  immovea- 
ble even  in  the  strongest  light. 
The  upper  eyelid  being  raised, 
another  pupil,  three  lines  and  a 
half  in  its  largest,  and  one  line  in 
its  smallest,  diameter,  is  disco- 
vered at  the  upper  portion  of  the 
iris  ;  it  is  somewhat  directed  to- 
wards the  internal  angle  of  the 
eye,  and  likewise  insensible  to 
light.  The  parts  behind  it  are 
perfectly  transparent.  The  young 
man  is  long-sighted,  and  squints, 
the  left  eye  being  constantly  turn- 
ed towards  the  nose  ;  whenever 
he  looks  at  an  object  with  both 
eyes,  he  sees  it  simple  and  dis- 
tinct; if  the  healthy  eye  be  closed, 
and  the  accessory  pupil  covered, 
the  object  appears  confused,  but 
if  seen  with  the  superior  pupil 
only,  it  appears  simple  and  dis- 
tinct. Whenever  he  looks  with 
the  morbid  eye  at  an  object  placed 
before  him,  he  sees  its  right  half 
only,  and  that  double  ;  in  order  to 
see  it  simple,  he  is  forced  to  di- 
rect the  eye  towards  the  external 
angle,  and  even  then  the  right 
half  is  seen  more  distinctly  and 
somewhat  higher  than  the  other. 
Objects  appear  of  the  same  size, 
whether  seen  with  the  morbid  or 
healthy  eye  ;  and  continued  exer- 
tion of  the  former  produces  a  dis- 
agreeable sensation  in  the  interior 
of  the  globe,  so  that  he  is  obliged 
repeatedly  to  close  the  eyelids. 

Journ.  des  Progr. 


VIII. 

Effect  of  Poisons  on  Plants. 

M.  MAcAiRE  Prierep  has  lately 
made  some  interesting  experi- 
ments on  the  absorption  of  poison- 
ous substances  by  plants,  and  the 
changes  which  they  subsequently 


undergo.  The  flowers  of  violet 
and  columbine,  {Viola  odor  ata  and 
Aquilegia  vulgaris^)  the  stalks  of 
which  were  plunged  into  a  solu- 
tion of  the  acetate  of  lead,  be- 
came of  a  green  color,  a  consi- 
derable time  before  their  com- 
plete death,  which  did  not  take 
place  for  two  or  three  days.  In 
a  solution  of  the  oxymuriale  of 
mercury,  these  plants  died  with- 
in nearly  the  same  time  ;  but 
absorption  appeared  to  be  much 
less  active,  and  did  not  ex- 
ceed a  certain  degree  ;  those 
flowers  only,  which  were  very 
near  the  surface  of  the  liquid, 
being  changed  in  color.  The  so- 
lutions of  mineral  acids  were  ab- 
sorbed so  rapidly,  that  the  flowers 
of  violet  became  red  even  before 
they  had  lost  their  odor,  and  the 
course  of  absorption  was  distinct- 
ly visible  by  the  progressive  dis- 
coloration of  the  stalk.  In  all 
these  experiments,  some  flow- 
ers of  the  same  species  were 
placed  in  pure  water,  to  serve 
for  comparison.  The  flowers  of 
Berberis  vulgaris,  if  placed  in 
common  water,  retain  for  several 
days  the  habit  of  contracting  their 
stamina  at  night,  and  the  same 
periodical  movement,  as  well  as 
the  power  of  contracting  after 
any  mechanical  impulse,  is  also 
retained  by  the  leaves  of  the  Jlli- 
mosa,  under  the  same  circum- 
stances. If,  instead  of  water,  a 
solution  of  prussic  acid,  or  of  opi- 
um, be  used,  the  irritability  is  by 
the  first  destroyed  within  four 
hours,  and  by  the  second  in  about 
double  that  time,  the  flexibility 
of  the  leaves  and  flowers  remain- 
ing unchanged.  In  a  solution  of 
arsenical  acid  of  the  arseniate  of 
soda,  or  oxymuriate  of  mercury, 
irritability  and  flexibility  were 
destroyed  within  three  hours.  If 
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stramonium^  hyoscyamus^  or  mo- 
mordica  elaterium,  were  submitted 
to  the  action  of  their  own  poison- 
ous substances,  which  was  done 
by  placing  the  detached  leaves  of 
these  plants  in  a  solution  of  the 
extracts,  or  expressed  juices,  in 
distilled  water,  (five  grains  to  an 
ounce,)  they  very  soon  shrunk, 
and  died  within  an  hour  or  two, 
while  other  leaves,  placed  in  a 
solution  of  gum,  underwent  no  al- 
teration whatever.  If  the  roots 
of  the  plants  in  question  were 
moistened  with  a  solution  of  their 
extracts,  they  gradually  lost  their 
vigor,  and  died  within  a  short 
time.  It  seems,  then,  that  the 
juices  of  the  plants  in  question, 
which  are  deleterious  to  other 
vegetables,  are  poisons  to  the 


very  plants  from  which  they  are 
extracted.  This  presents  a  strik- 
ing analogy  between  the  animal 
and  vegetable  kingdom  ;  for  it  is 
well  known  that  venomous  ser- 
pents are  poisoned  by  their  ownbite. 

According  to  M.  Macaire,  the 
results  of  the  latter  experiments 
are  to  be  explained  either,  1st, 
by  the  chemical  alteration  which 
tlie  vegetable  juices  undergo  when 
exposed  to  the  atmospheric  air, 
and  which  consists  in  the  absorp- 
tion of  carbonic  acid,  and  the 
emission  of  oxygen  ;  or,  2dly,  by 
supposing  that  the  deleterious 
principle  is,  in  the  plant,  contain- 
ed in  peculiar  canals,  and  sepa- 
rated from  the  sap  by  a  sort  of 
secretion. 

Ann.  de  Chim,  et  de  Phys, 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


POISONOUS  VEGETABLES. 

Treatment  of  the  Cutaneous  Affec- 
tion produced  hy  these  Plants. 

Dr.  Dakin,  of  Columbus,  N.  J.,  has 
published,  in  the  May  number  of  the 
American  Journal,  some  practical 
remarks  on  the  eruption  caused  by 
poisonous  vegetables.  He  has  found 
this  affection  most  speedily  cured  by 
abrading  the  cuticle,  so  as  to  open 
the  pimples  as  early  as  possible  after 
their  appearance,  and  then  touching 
them  with  the  following  ointment: — 

R.  Cupri  Sulph.  3i. 

Frecip.  Mer.  Rub.  3i. 
Tereb.  Ven.  3iij' 
Axung.  3i.  M. 

One  or  two  applications,  with  twelve 
hours  intervening,  will  arrest  the  in- 
flammation, and  the  disease  abates 
and  disappears  in  three  or  four  days. 
In  several  cases,  he  has  found  vene- 


section and  the  neutral  salts  benefi- 
cial. Quere, — would  not  the  cau- 
terization of  the  pimples  with  Nitr. 
Arg.  be  an  equally  effectual  prac- 
tice ?  For  several  species  of  Herpes 
we  have  adopted  this  method  with 
uniform  success. 


ON  THE    USE    OF   ERGOT   OF   JHY^  IN 
PARTURITION. 

The  sixth  paper  in  the  Glasgow 
Journal  is  an  Essay,  which  amounts, 
in  fact,  to  a  review  of  a  work,  lately 
published  in  London,  "  on  difficult 
cases  of  Parturition,  and  the  use  of 
Ergot  of  Rye,  by  W.  Mitchell."  The 
ergot  is  commended  by  this  author, 
in  the  most  unqualified  manner,  in 
almost  all  the  circumstances  in  which 
it  is  desirable  to  accelerate  parturi- 
tion. Mr.  M.  by  no  means  confines 
the  use  of  ergot  to  those  cases  in 
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which  the  parts  are  relaxed  and  no- 
thing is  required  but  an  increase  of 
muscular  action  in  the  uterus  to  ex- 
pel its  contents.  In  this  case,  Mr. 
M.  conceives  that  a  common  stimu- 
lus will  effect  the  object,  without  the 
necessity  of  having  recourse  to  so 
potent  an  agent.  But  it  is  in  the 
implastic  labors,  with  a  narrow  pel- 
vis and  a  rigid  os  uteri,  that  Mr.  M. 
thinks  ergot  likely  to  prove  effica- 
cious. He  lays  it  down  as  an  axiom, 
that  it  matters  little  whether  delivery 
is  effected  by  contraction  of  the  ute- 
rus, or  simply  by  dilatation  of  its 
mouth ;  and  he  believes  that  the 
great  value  of  ergot  lies  not  in  resus- 
citating the  utorus  when  its  inertia  is 
the  only  obstacle,  but  in  its  applica- 
tion to  a  narrow  pelvis,  or  in  its 
power  of  dilating  the  os  uteri. 

The  practice  of  Mr.  M.  appears 
to  have  conformed  to  his  principles  ; 
and  his  results  are  more  favorable 
than,  on  such  principles,  could  with 
any  reason  have  been  expected. 
The  ergot  was  given  by  him  in  107 
cases.  In  all  of  these  the  mothers 
recovered,  and  there  were  only  two 
in  which  the  death  of  the  child  could 
fairly  be  ascribed  to  its  use.  One 
appearance,  however,  was  remarked 
in  many  of  these  cases,  which  might 
have  inspired  some  degree  of  distrust 
as  to  the  safety  of  the  practice.  He 
himself  remarks,  that  "  when  the 
umbilical  cord  was  divided,  or  the 
placenta  expelled,  the  blood  was  al- 
most black,  and  without  any  appa- 
rent circulation."'  Now,  as  this  is 
known  not  to  be  a  necessary  effect 
of  the  use  of  ergot,  the  inference  is 
irresistible  that  it  arose  in  these  cases 
from  undue  compression,  sufficient 


to  place  the  life  of  the  child  in  ex- 
treme danger. 

In  the  case  of  narrow  or  deformed 
pelvis,  ergot  is  recommended  by  Mr. 
Mitchell  as  increasing  the  power  of 
the  uterus,  and  aiding  it  in  moulding 
the  head  into  such  a  shape  as  to  ren- 
der it  capable  of  passing.  In  one 
instance,  adduced  in  illustration  of 
this  principle,  the  child  was  stillborn, 
its  head  elongated  to  eight  and  a 
quarter  inches  in  length,  and  three 
inches  in  circumference.  '  This  was 
a  first  labor  in  an  individual  forty- 
five  years  of  age. 

From  the  facts  which  are  known 
with  regard  to  this  singular  substance, 
it  seems  probable  that  it  produces 
little  effect,  except  when  uterine  ac- 
tion is  already  present.  Thus,  of 
the  attempts  which  have  been  made  to 
procure  abortion  by  its  means,  scarce 
one  is  on  record  in  which  it  has  been 
successful,  whereas  it  is  known,  in 
numerous  instances,  to  have  failed. 
Even  when  given  after  partial  deli- 
very, in  order  to  facilitate  the  expul- 
sion of  the  placenta,  it  has  in  many 
instances  proved  wholly  inert,  and 
in  others  has  been  followed  by  hour- 
glass contraction  of  the  uterus.  An 
indication  which  it  seems  far  better 
capable  of  fulfilling,  is  that  of  arrest- 
ing hemorrhage,  both  before  and  af- 
ter delivery.  In  those  cases  in  which 
the  labor  has  been  expedited  by  its 
use,  hemorrhage  has  rarely  followed 
the  expulsion  ;  and  it  has  been  em- 
ployed expressly  as  a  preventive 
with  equal  success.  Where  uterine 
hemorrhage  is  actually  present,  more 
speedy  remedies  must  be  resorted 
to  ;  but  in  those  cases  in  which,  from 
past  experience,  this  occurrence  is 
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to  be  feared,  the  ergot  may  be  admi- 
nistered with  great  advantage.  It 
has  also  been  given,  in  small  doses, 
as  a  substitute  for  stimulants  after 
exhausting  labors.  Immoderate  lo- 
ehial  discharge  and  menorrhagia  have 
both  been  checked  by  its  use.  In 
the  latter  disease  it  may  be  combined 
with  the  acetate  of  lead  ;  but  there 
are  decided  proofs  of  its  efficacy 
without  this  combination. 

Upon  the  principle  already  stated 
in  regard  to  its  action  on  the  uterus 
when  quiescent,  but  little  advantage 
could  be  expected  from  its  employ- 
ment in  amenorrhoea  ;  nor  has  its 
success  in  this  disease  been  such  as 
to  encourage  farther  trials.  If  it  has 
any  effect  on  the  unimpregnated  or- 
gan, its  nature  and  extent  are  yet 
to  be  investigated. 


AMPUTATION  OF  THE  JAW. 

A  CASE  of  amputation  of  the  lower 
jaw  is  detailed  in  the  same  journal, 
by  A.  VV.  Anderson,  M.D.  The 
patient  in  this  case  was  a  female,  of 
feeble  constitution,  87  years  of  age. 
The  disease  is  thus  described  : — "  A 
firm,  spongy  tumor  occupied  the  left 
side  of  the  inferior  maxillary  bone, 
from  the  symphysis  backward  to  the 
angle.  It  pervaded  the  whole  thick- 
ness of  the  bone,  projecting  below  it 
towards  the  neck,  whilst  above,  it 
pressed  inwards  on  the  tongue  and 
outwards  on  the  face,"  After  much 
hesitation,  on  account  of  the  patient's 
slate  of  health  and  other  circum- 
stances, it  was  determined  to  perform, 
an  operation.  The  portion  of  bone 
was  included  between  the  second 
molar  tooth  on  the  right  side,  and  a 
point  about  an  inch  above  the  angle 


on  the  left.  With  this  it  was  intend- 
ed to  complete  the  operation  ;  but, 
on  examination,  the  right  side  of  the 
jaw  was  found  so  much  diseased,  that 
it  was  deemed  necessary^ to  disarticu- 
late and  remove  it  entirely  ;  so  that 
the  only  part  of  the  jaw  which  was 
left,  was  that  portion  of  the  ascend- 
ing plate,  with  its  processes,  measur- 
ing an  inch  and  a  half,  which  remain- 
ed above  the  application  of  the  saw 
on  the  left  side.  The  hemorrhage 
was  not  excessively  great,  the  wound 
for  the  most  part  closed  favorably, 
and  the  patient  did  well  for  the  first 
twelve  days.  On  the  thirteenth,  she 
was  found  to  have  complained  during 
the  night  of  pain  at  the  top  of  the 
sternum,  which,  after  a  short  inter- 
mission, had  recurred.  She  sunk 
gradually  through  this  day,  and  ex- 
pired early  in  the  evening.  On  dis- 
section, about  eight  ounces  of  sero- 
purulent  effusion  were  found  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  right  side  of  the 
thorax,  and  on  the  same  side,  infe- 
riorly,  the  surface  of  the  lung  ad- 
hered firmly  to  the  pleura  costalis  and 
diaphragm.  The  substance  of  the 
lung  appeared  sound  on  both  sides 

FATAL  ACCIDENT. 

Case  of  extensive  Suppuration  and 
Death,  succeedi?ig  the  Prick  of  a 
Pin. 

This  case,  with  remarks  by  David 
Cunninghame,  is  given  in  the  same 
journal. — A  woman,  while  washing 
clothes,  received  a  prick  from  a  pin 
in  the  point  of  the  forefinger.  This 
was  followed  by  sphacelus  and  slough- 
ing of  the  affected  phalanx  ;  pain  and 
swelling  tliroughout  the  arm  to  the 
axilla  ;  suppuration  over  the  scapula, 
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and  a  fatal  termination  on  the  thirty- 
eighth  day.  On  the  third  day,  when 
the  case  was  first  seen,  an  incision 
was  made  in  the  tense  and  inflamed 
integument,  which,  however,  was  not 
followed  by  any  beneficial  effect. 
Mr.  Cunninghame  questions  the  pro- 
priety of  incisions  where  extensive 
inflammation  has  resulted  from  slight 
injuries,  proving  excessive  irritability 
of  the  system.  If  the  scratch  of  a 
pin  be  capable,  in  such  a  constitu- 
tion, of  producing  so  tremendous  a 
chain  of  consequences,  how  can  we 
suppose  that  the  cut  of  a  scalpel  will 
be  attended  with  benefit,  or  is  even 
to  be  inflicted  with  safety  ?  To  re- 
sort to  a  remedy  so  analogous  to  the 
disease  itself,  must  increase  the  ha- 
zard in  place  of  diminishing  it.  This 
species  of  treatment,  therefore,  should 
be  limited  to  local  inflammation, 
resulting  from  severe  local  injury, 
threatening  the  destruction  of  the 
part  itself;  and  not  resorted  to  for 
the  cure  of  sympathetic  inflammation. 
Mr.  C.'s  reasoning  on  this  point  is 
certainly  deserving  of  attention  ;  and 
wherever  severe  irritation  has  fol- 
lowed a  clean  incision,  or  a  mere 
puncture  of  the  integuments,  the 
practice  in  question  is  very  blamea- 
ble  ;  but  the  same  symptoms  arising 
from  a  lacerated  wound,  or  even  from 
a  puncture,  which  had  reached  deep- 
seated  parts,  would  by  no  means  for- 
bid our  resorting  to  it  ;  and  in  these 
cases  we  apprehend  the  employment 
of  incisions  will  often  be  found  both 
safe  and  necessary. 

IS  THE  BLOOD  A   LIVING  FLUID  ? 

Some  remarks,  chiefly  of  a  speculative 
kind,  on  this  subject,  by  Dr.  John 
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Davy,  constitute  an  article  in  a  late 
number  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal.  The  question 
which  forms  the  subject  of  Dr.  Da- 
vy's essay  does  not  appear  to  us  ta 
be  one  of  very  great  importance.  It 
is,  in  fact,  a  question  only  of  words. 
It  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands  that 
the  blood  possesses  certain  proper- 
ties when  within  the  vessels,  which 
it  loses  on  being  drawn  from  them  ; 
and  these  properties  constitute  its 
vitality.  Much  of  the  obscurity 
which  attaches  to  the  subject  has 
probably  arisen  from  an  unfortunatCj 
though  ingenious,  expression  of  Hun- 
ter, viz.,  that  the  coagulation  of  the 
blood  is  proof  of  its  vitality.  Now 
the  truth  of  this  is  undeniable  ;  and 
it  is  equally  true  that  any  phenome- 
non which  indicates  transition  from 
life  to  death,  is  a  proof  that  life  has 
existed  ;  yet  the  remark  is  a  perplex- 
ing one,  and  has  given  rise  to  an 
idea,  that  the  proofs  of  the  vitality 
of  the  blood  are  to  be  sought,  rather 
in  the  phenomena  which  it  exhibits 
out  of  the  body,  than  in  those  it  pre- 
sents while  circulating  within  it ;  than 
which,  we  maintain  nothing  can  be 
more  erroneous.  The  last  expiring 
breath  of  an  animal  is  as  complete 
proof  of  its  animal  life  as  any  pre- 
vious act;  yet  it  would  be  absurd  to 
make  this  one  act,  in  connection 
with  the  loss  of  respiration  subse- 
quent to  it,  the  sole  ground  of  an  ar- 
gument to  prove  that  life  had  been 
present.  It  is  not,  however,  by  any 
means  certain  that  the  blood  retains 
the  properties  which  it  had  in  the 
.body  up  to  the  period  of  coagulation. 
This  change  may  be  delayed,  either 
by  adding  a  certain  quantity  of  salt 
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to  the  liquid,  or  by  exposing  it  to  a 
temperature  below  32  deg.  ;  in  the 
latter  case  it  becomes  frozen,  and  is 
not  coagulated  until  it  has  been  again 
thawed.  Dr.  Davy  appears  to  be  of 
opinion  that  in  these  cases  the  vitali- 
ty is  retained  ;  and  in  support  of  this 
idea,  adduces  the  fact  of  animals 
having  been  exposed  to  a  freezing 
mixture  till  they  became  quite  stiff 
and  hard,  and  recovering  to  a  tran- 
sient animation  on  the  application  of 
warmth.  The  argument,  however, 
is  not  very  conclusive.    It  seems 


most  probable  that  blood,  after  being 
drawn  from  the  veins,  becomes,  with- 
in a  certain  time,  unfit  for  the  pur- 
pose which  it  has  there  answered  ; 
the  sensible  change  produced  by  co- 
agulation convinces  us  that  it  has 
become  so  ;  but  we  have  no  proof, 
nor  does  it  seem  very  probable,  that 
the  same  means  by  which  this  change 
is  deferred,  are  also  adequate  to  re- 
taining it  in  that  state,  in  which  it 
has  served  for  the  nourishment  of 
the  body,  and  the  maintenance  of 
life. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  MAY  19,  1829. 


THE  NEW  MEDICINES. 

VI. — Iodine. — Iodine  was  discover- 
ed in  1813,  in  the  mother  waters  of 
soda,  as  it  is  obtained  from  sea-weed. 
A  new  mode  of  its  preparation  was 
described  page  190. 

It  was  first  used  in  Goitre,  and 
thought  to  produce  more  effect  on 
that  obstinate  disease,  than  any  other 
medicine.  In  scrofulous  affections, 
it  has  obtained  some  credit,  and  is 
used  with  success,  both  externally 
and  internally,  in  promoting  the  dis- 
sipation of  hard  and  indolent  tumors. 
As  an  alterative,  it  has  appeared,  in 
some  cases,  to  hasten  the  cure  of 
venereal  ulcers,  and  some  cutaneous 
eruptions,  particularly  when  given  in 
the  decoction  of  sarsaparilla.  It  has 
been  recommended  in  a  variety  of 
complaints,  but  its  reputation  cannot 
be  considered  established  further 
than  above  stated.  . 

There  are  several  preparations  of. 
Iodine  now  in  common  use.  The 
most  common  for  internal  adminis- 


tration is  the  Tincture^  which  should 
be  recently  prepared,  as  it  soon  de- 
posits crystals  of  iodine.  The  So- 
lution of  the  Hydriodate  of  Potass 
is  preferred  by  some  practitioners. 

Externally,  the  ointment  and  tinc- 
ture are  entitled,  perhaps,  to  equal 
credit.  The  jonce  of  pure  Iodine  is 
$  1,25  the  ounce,  and  the  Tincture, 
37J  cents  the  ounce. 

Modes  of  prescribing  Iodine, 

1.  Tincture  of  Iodine, 

Take  of 

Alcohol,  1  ounce. 

Iodine,  48  grains. 

Make  a  tincture.  Dose,  10,  gradu- 
ally increased  to  20,  drops,  three 
times  a  day,  in  sugared  water. 

2.  Solution  of  Hydriodate  of  Potass. 

Take  of 

Hydriodate  of  Potass,  36  grains. 

Distilled  Water,       '    1  ounce. 
Make  a  solution.    Dose,  the  same 

as  of  the  Tincture. 

3.  Ointment  of  Hydriodate  of  Potass. 

Take  of 

Hydriodate  of  Potass.  1-2  drachm. 
Hog's  Lard,  1  1-2  ounce. 

Make  an  ointment. 

From  half  a  drachm  to  a  drachm 

to  be  rubbed  on  the  part  affecied 
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morning  and  evening.  When  the 
tincture  is  used  externally,  the  part 
should  be  painted  with  it  every  day, 
or  every  second  day,  according  to 
the  effect  of  each  application. 

LEONTODON  TARAXACUM. 

The  Medicinal  Virtues  of  the  com- 
mon Dandelion, 

As  a  green,  or  boiled  vegetable,  the 
leaves  and  stalks  of  the  common 
dandelion  are  generally  esteemed  an 
agreeable  and  healthy  article  of  diet. 
Their  reputation  for  the  latter  quali- 
ty has  probably  grown  out  of  their 
diuretic  property  ;  for  it  is  a  general 
opinion  among  the  vulgar,  that  what- 
ever possesses  this  virtue  is  conducive 
to  health, — an  opinion,  perhaps,  in 
the  general,  correct,  but  far  from 
being  so  universally.  In  some  coun- 
tries, this  plant  is  used  in  a  variety 
of  ways,  and  the  roots,  as  well  as 
leaves,  are  pressed  into  the  service 
of  the  table.  In  France,  for  exam- 
ple, this  root  is  dried,  roasted,  and 
pulverized,  and  mixed  with  coffee, 
in  the  proportion  of  one  eighth  to 
seven.  It  thus  forms,  among  the 
French,  a  very  considerable  article 
of  diet,  as  will  be  readily  conceded 
by  any  one  who  has  enjoyed  the  de- 
lice,  and  is  aware  of  the  vast  quanti- 
ties of  this  healthful  beverage,  con- 
sumed in  the  land  of  Coffee-houses 
and  Cafe  noir. 

As  a  remedy  in  disease,  its  reputa- 
tion is  less  extended,  though  founded 
on  a  basis  no  less  entitled  to  confi- 
dence. BoERHAAVE  recommended 
the  Taraxacum  for  the  removal  of 
biliary  calculi  ;  and  Pemberton,  in 
his  concise,^but  practical  treatise,  on 
the  diseases  of  the  abdominal  visce- 


ra, speaks  of  it  in  the  following  terms 
of  commendation  : — "  I  particularly 
recommend  the  use  of  the  Taraxa- 
cum, from  which  1  have  seen  the 
most  decided  advantage,  both  in  in- 
cipient scirrhus  of  the  liver,  and 
also  in  several  chronic  derangements 
of  the  stomach." 

In  several  cases  of  hepatic  disease, 
and  dyspepsia,  we  have  used  this 
medicine  with  decided  advantage, 
after  the  usual,  and  several  unusual, 
courses  of  treatment  had  been  pur- 
sued to  no  purpose.  In  one  recent 
instance,  a  lady,  who  had  been  two 
years  under  treatment  by  different 
physicians,  and  was  found  in  a  state, 
of  great  debility,  emaciation,  and 
despondency,  was  restored  to  health 
by  the  use  of  this  single  remedy  ; 
and  another,  which  occurs  to  us  at 
this  moment,  exhibits  its  good  effects 
in  a  still  more  striking  manner.  The 
young  lady  referred  to  had  been  dys- 
peptic, troubled  with  a  cough,  pain 
by  the  side,  and  a  variety  of  other 
ailments,  for  about  six  years.  Very 
few  articles  of  food  could  be  retained 
by  the  stomach  in  the  early  part  of 
the  day.  Almost  everything  she  ate 
oppressed  her,  and  during  the  whole 
of  the  above  period,  the  bowels 
scarcely  acted  once  without  the  use 
of  medicine.  After  many  inefficient 
attempts  to  correct  this  state  of  the 
system,  and  being  convinced  that  the 
torpid  action  of  the  bowels  was  ac- 
companied by  a  functional  debility, 
or  general  torpor  in  the  stomach  and 
liver,  w6  prescribed  the  extract  of 
Taraxacum,  in  doses  of  from  ten  to 
twenty  grains,  twice  a  day.  The 
necessity  for  laxatives  became  less 
and  less  frequent,  the  digestive  pow- 
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ers  of  t'he  stomach  were  gradually 
restored,  and  in  about  six  months, 
we  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  our 
patient  in  better  health  than  she  had 
been  for  as  many  years,  and  able  to 
enjoy  herself  and  her  friends. 

Many  cases  might  be  related  in 
which  this  remedy  has  been  adminis- 
tered without  any  benefit,  but  more 
in  which  it  has  given  us  entire  satis- 
faction. Mr.  Pemberton  prescribes 
half  a  drachm  of  the  extract  in  5  iss. 
of  peppermint  water,  forenoon  and 
evening, — and  gives  gss.  of  Epsom 
salts  in  solution,  every  second  morn- 
ing. The  mode  of  prescription 
must,  however,  be  left  to  the  circum- 
stances of  each  case,  and  the  judg- 
ment of  each  practitioner. 

We  have  found  a  remarkable  dif- 
ference in  the  efficacy  of  this  extract 
procured  at  different  places, — a  fact, 
not  so  much  owing  to  any  especial 
loss  of  virtue  by  the  length  of  time 
which  had  elapsed  since  the  article 
was  prepared,  as  to  its  original  pre- 
paration. To  be  efficacious,  the  ex- 
tract should  be  prepared  by  the 
spontaneous  evaporation  of  the  ex- 
pressed juice  of  the  roots,  taken  up 
in  August  and  September.  Mr. 
Houlton,  who  has  used  the  extract  a 
great  deal,  and  with  great  satisfac- 
tion, is  of  opinion,  that  a  large  pro- 
portion sold  at  the  shops  has  very 
little  virtue,  and  attributes  this  to  the 
circumstance  of  its  not  being  pre- 
pared in  the  manner  above  described. 


GASTRO-ENTERITIS   OP  INFANTS. 

The  Physician  of  the  Foundling 
Hospital,  at  Paris,  has  reported  se- 
veral interesting  cases  of  this  affec- 
tion in  newly-born  infants.    By  am- 


ple observation,  he  has  been  enabled 
to  distinguish  three  grades  of  the 
disease.  The^rs^  grade  is  charac- 
terized by  the  following  symptoms, — 

tension,  and  moderate,  but  diffused 
heat  of  the  abdomen  ;  intense  red- 
ness of  the  anus  and  vicinity  ;  tongue 
red  at  the  sides  and  tip,  white  at  the 
back  and  middle  part ;  diarrhoea  of 
greenish  matters  ;  constant,  and  al- 
most tetanic  rigidity  of  the  muscles 
about  the  back  of  the  neck  ;  counte- 
nance expressive  of  suffering."  This 
grade  of  the  disorder  is  usually  cured 
in  about  ten  days,  by  abstinence,  fo- 
mentations to  the  abdomen,  and  the 
internal  administration  of  Gum  Ara- 
bic in  Syrup  of  Marshraallows. 

The  following  case  illustrates  the 
second  grade  of  this  gastric  and  in- 
testinal inflammation. 

"A  female  child,  11  days  old,  was 
brought  into  the  infirmary  of  the 
Hospice  on  the  19th  of  March,  1827, 
presenting  the  following  symptoms : — 
Diarrhosal  discharge  of  yellow  and 
watery  matters  ;  tongue  red  at  the 
edges,  and  white  on  the  surface;  ab- 
domen not  apparently  tense  ;  heat 
of  the  skin  natural ;  little  or  no  cry- 
ing; pulse  accelerated ;  thorax  sound- 
ing well  on  all  points.  Rice-water 
icith  gum ;  abstinence.  20th  and 
21st. — Continuance  of  diarrhoea; 
drink  vomited  ;  the  abdomen  some- 
what hotter  than  other  parts  of  the 
body.  Fomentations  to  the  abdomen. 
Pulse  still  more  accelerated.  22d. 
— Death,  without  any  convulsions." 

On  dissection,  the  heart,  large  ar- 
terieS)  and  veins,  were  found  gorged 
with  blood.  The  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomach  was  of  one  uniform 
redness  throughout,  and  some  degree 
of  enlargement  and  inflammation 
existed  in  the  mesenteric  glands. 

The  third  degree  of  this  complaint 
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is  supposed  to  exist  in  those  children 
who  die  shortly  after  birth,  without 
any  sufficient  cause  of  death  being 
discoverable  before  the  event.  In 
many  post-mortem  examinations  in 
these  cases,  the  reporter  has  invaria- 
bly found  the  vessels  of  the  gastro- 
intestinal canal  extremely  injected, — 
often  from  the  oesophagus  to  the 
rectum. — A  little  reflection  on  these 
cases  will  teach  us  the  importance  of 
abstinence  and  the  diluent  plan  of 
treatment  in  such  infantile  diseases, 
and  point  out  the  danger  of  subject- 
ing organs  in  such  a  condition  to 
the  influence  of  powerful  and  irri- 
tating medicines. 


On  the  Treatment  of  Colica  Pic- 
tonum  hy  Alum. — It  appears  that  M. 
Kapeler  has  treated  colica  pictonum 
wifh  alum  for  several  years,  with 
general  success.  From  fifteen  to 
twenty  persons  affected  with  this 
disease  are  annually  received  into 
the  hospital.  The  method  consists 
in  giving  the  alum  in  a  mucilaginous 
mixture,  emollient  clysters  being  at 
the  same  time  administered,  and  the 
patient  placed  on  low  diet.  The 
usual  dose  of  alum  at  the  commence- 
ment is  a  drachm,  and  it  is  increased 
to  two  or  three,  if  the  disease  resists 
smaller  quantities.  The  amount  of 
the  dose,  however,  does  not  seem  to 
be  in  proportion  to  the  apparent  se- 
verity of  the  case,  as  some  which 
commenced  with  alarming  symptoms 
yielded  to  two  or  three  drachms, 
while  others,  which  appeared  milder 
in  character,  required  eight  or  ten. 
Dr.  Perceval  used  to  give  it  in  doses 
of  fifteen  grains  every  four  or  six 
hours ;  but  of  late  it  has  not  been 
much  used  in  this  country.—^/.  Gar.. 

Neiv  Method  of  studying  the  Ca- 
vity  of  the  Bony  Labyrinth.  By 
Prof.  Meckel. — Place  the  petrous 
portion  of  the  temporal  bone  in  boil- 
ing wax,  then  dissolve  the  calcareous 


phosphate  of  the  bone,  by  means  of 
diluted  muriatic  acid  ;  in  this  manner 
a  preparation  in  wax  is  obtained, 
which  shows  very  well  the  disposition 
of  the  cochlea  and  semicircular  ca- 
nals, and  even  the  distribution  of  the 
auditory  nerves  in  the  foramina  of 
the  scalse  of  the  cochlea.  This  pro- 
cedure is  especially  recommended 
in  relation  to  comparative  anatomy. 
The  anatomical  collection  at  Berne 
contains  a  series  of  interesting  pre- 
parations made  in  this  manner. — 
Bid.  des  Sciences  Med. 


Neic  Method  of  preserving  Ana- 
tomical Preparations. — A  cheap  du- 
rable process,  and  one  which  clearly 
displays  minute  structure,  has  been 
published  by  Dr.  Davy  ;  it  is  simply 
sulphureous  acid,  which  may  be  pre- 
pared in  a  manner  equally  economi- 
cal and  easy,  by  burning  sulphur 
matches  over  any  appropriate  vessel, 
and  agitatingthe  water  when  the  match 
ceases  to  burn  ;  when  the  water  is 
suflicienlly  impregnated  with  the  acid 
gas,  it  should  be  filtered,  to  render  it 
clear  and  transparent.  The  best  kind 
of  match  for  this  purpose  is  that 
which  is  used  in  Italy,  made  by  dip- 
ping cotton-thread  in  melted  sul- 
phur.— Ed.  Med.  Chir.  Trans. 


Prize  Essay. — The  prize  of  50 
dollars,  offered  by  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society  for  the  best  disserta- 
tion on  the  best  modes  of  preventing 
and  curing  habits  of  Intemperance, 
has  been  awarded  to  William 
SwEETSER,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  in 
the  College  at  Burlington,  Vt. 


Several  Communications  are  on 
hand,  and  will  receive  early  attention. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  May  9,  at  noon. 

Consumption,  6 — convulsions,  2— croup,  1 
dropsy,  1— infantile,  3— inf.ainmation  in  the 
bowels,  1 — intemperance,  1 — lung  fever,! — old 
age,  1— teething,  3— unknown,  5.  Males,  13 
—females  12.    Stillborn  1.    Total  26. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


DENTAL  SURGERY. 

THIS  day  received  bv  Benjamin  Per- 
kins &  Co.,  No.  135,  Washington 
Street,— A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GERY.   In  three  parts. 

1.  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Dental 
Surgery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch,  M.D., 
Surgepn  Dentist.  Denlicum  curam  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
dentibus  laxantur  et  chylaceos  officinaj ; 
hinc  mille  malorum  occasiones. — Baglivi 
XIII.  March  17. 

ep6w 


LONDON  STATIONARY,  &c. 

JUST  received  by  COTTONS  &  BAR- 
NARD, 184  Washington  Street, 
Crown  and  Double  Crown  Tissue  Paper, 
large  thin  Bath  Letter  Paper;  Billet  Pa- 
per, Demy  and  Pcoyal  Bristol  Board,  do. 
do.  London  Board,  Newman's  Carmine, 
Music  Paper. 


A COPY  of  Bloomfield's  Critical  Digest 
of  Sacred  Annotation  on  the  Gos- 
pels, 3  vols.  8vo.  The  most  learned 
Commentary  in  the  English  laiiguage." 
For  sale  by  COTTONS  &:  BARNARD, 
184  Washington  Street. 


CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  S?INE. 
r^HE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
JL  lance  for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
iTcr/ing  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  White's, 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machin^  can  be  deter- 


mined, or  the  other  proper  measures  to  be 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express-, 
ly  disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.  This  machine  has  received 
the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  api)lication  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston^  Feb.  6,  1829. 

NEW  BOOKS  FOR  CHILDRExN. 

JUST  published  by  COTTONS  &  BAR- 
NARD, 184  Washington  Street. 
The  Waning  Moon,  by  the  author  of 
the  Rising  Sun  ;  The  While  Palfrey,  by 
the  author  of  Thomas  Mansfield  ;  The 
Kind  and  Happy  Child,  by  the  author  of 
the  White  Palfrey,  &c. 


FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

COTTONS  &  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  for  sale,  the  fol- 
lowing Water  Colors,  of  an  excellent 
quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  Lamber- 
tye,  (France,)  viz:  Bislre,  Raw  Cassel, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  Pink, 
Seppia,  Violet  Lake,  Carnnined  Lake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prussian  Blue,  Mineral 
Blue,  hidigo.  Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, GamlDoge,  Y'ellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  Italian  E^rth, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth, 
Crocus  Martial,  Green  Lake,  Sanders 
Green,  Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prus- 
sian Green,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red, 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
Flake  White. 

Also — a  great  variety  of  Newman's,  Ac- 
kerman's,  Reeves^'s  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boxes  and  separate  cakes. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CONVERSA- 
TIONS. 

COTTONS  &  BARN  AND,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  just  published, 
Sunday  School  (Conversations  on  some  of 
the  interesting  subjects  recorded  in  the 
New  Testament.  By  the  author  of  the 
Factory  Girl,  The  Badge,  James  Talbot, 
&c. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
wliorn  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  tliree  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.   Tho  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal. 

Windham,  May  4,  1829. 
Sir, — I  send  you  the  following 
curious  case.  If  you  should  be  of 
opinion  that  it  would  subserve  the 
medical  profession,  by  exciting 
useful  inquiries,  or  in  any  other 
way,  you  are  at  liberty  to  publish  it. 
Yours,  &C.J 

James  W.  Perkins. 

Mrs.   ,  a  middle-aged  wo- 
man, of  good  constitution,  had  been 
the  mother  of  five  healthy  child- 
ren, in  uninterrupted  succession, 
and  had  invariably  had  short,  easy 
labors.  In  1 822,  she  again  became 
pregnant  with  her  sixth  child,  and 
went  her  full  time.  During  the 
first  months  of  pregnancy,  she  was 
as  well  as  usual;  but^for  more  than 
two  months  before  delivery,  was 
almost  constantly  afflicted  with 
pain  in  the  right  side  and  back,  and 
became  so  enfeebled  as  to  be  una- 
ble to  sit  up  for  several  days  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  labor. 
Breech  and  feet  presented  ;  pains 
feeble.  Feet  and  legs  brought 
down  into  the  vagina,  and  she  was 
delivered  principally  by  manual 
extraction.  The  child  presented 
a  complete  mass  of  deformity,  and 
had  no  life.  A  minute  description 
of  this  monster  might  be  given, 
were  it  necessary  to  my  present 
15 


purpose, — suffice  it  to  say,  that 
the  membranes  of  the  brain  and  ab- 
domen were  fully  distended  with 
water,  and  its  features  deformed 
throughout.  Placenta  and  funis 
very  tender.  The  mother  was  re- 
lieved of  pain,  and  remained  com- 
fortable for  twenty-four  hours ; 
was  then  attacked  with  severe  pain 
in  the  right  iliac  region,  increased 
by  pressure,  which  was  soon  re- 
moved by  an  active  cathartic  and 
vesication  of  the  region.  From 
this  time  the  patient  went  on  well, 
and  had  a  good  getting  up.  In  1 823, 
this  woman  again  became  preg- 
nant, and  had  no  untoward  symp- 
toms until  the  sixth  month,  when 
she  began  to  complain  of  pain  in 
her  right  side,  and  an  uncommon 
sense  of  fulness.  These  symp- 
toms continued  to  increase,  espe- 
cially the  sense  of  fulness,  up  to 
the  time  of  delivery,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  eighth  month. 
May  2d,  1824. — Labor-pains  came 
on.  Examination  per  vaginam  : 
OS  uteri  beginning  to  dilate  ;  pelvis 
almost  completely  filled  with  the 
uterus,  distended  with  water.  Pains 
continued,  and  at  2  o'clock  that 
morning,  the  membranes  ruptured, 
and  I  was  sent  for.  Having  only 
a  few  rods  to  travel,  was  soon 
there,  and  found  the  woman  in  bed, 
almost  deluged  with  water.  There 
was  at  least  two  gallons,  still  re- 
maining upon  the  sheet  in  a  body, 
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— how  much  had  drained  off  could 
not  be  computed.  The  water  re- 
sembled,- in  color  and  consistence, 
that  which  I  have  sometimes  seen 
drawn  in  cases  of  ascites.  Pains 
returned  after  an  interval  of  half 
an  hour,  and  delivery  was  soon  ac- 
complished. Child  perfectly  form- 
ed, and  made  some  ineffectual  ef- 
forts to  breathe  ;  but  the  common 
means  of  resuscitation  failed  to 
produce  the  desired  effect.  The 
mother  got  about  house  in  ten  or 
twelve  days,  but  was  obliged  to 
take  her  bed  again,  in  consequence 
of  one  of  the  inferior  extremities 
becoming  anasarcous.  From  this 
she  soon  recovered,  and  her  health 
became  good.  In  1825,  she  again 
became  pregnant,  and  near  the  end 
of  the  eidith  month  was  delivered 
of  a  dead  child  in  a  state  of  putre- 
faction. In  1828,  this  unfortunate 
w^oman  again  found  herself  preg- 
nant, and  went  her  full  time  ;  not, 
however,  without  feeling  much  un- 
common pain  and  tension  of  the  ab- 
domen ;  was  then  delivered  of  a 
poor,  feeble  child,  that  never  ex- 
hibited any  other  signs  of  life  than 
one  feeble  gasp.  The  waters  were 
abundant,  but  less  than  in  the  in- 
stance above.  She  was  about 
house  in  eight  days.  In  1827,  she 
again  became  pregnant,  and  was 
delivered,  Sept.  12th,  1828,  of  a 
fine  healthy  boy. 

Queries. — There  was  evidently 
a  morbid  state  of  the  uterus  and 
its  appendages,.brought  on  without 
assignable  cause,  and  terminating 
without  any  remedy  but  that  of  na- 
ture. Was  the  derangement  alto- 
gether functional  ?  Why  should 
abundant  water,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, be  contained  within  the 
body  of  the  child  ;  and  in  the  se- 
cond, within  the  parts  of  the  mo- 
ther ? 


II. 

On  the  Use  of  Opium  in  Inflamma- 
tory Diseases.  Communicated  in 
a  letter  to  Professor  V.  Mott. 

By  F.  G.  King,  M.D.,of  New-York. 

[The  practice  of  administering  opi- 
um in  inflammatory  diseases  was  pro- 
posed several  years  ago  by  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Armstrong,  of  London.  It 
is  a  practice,  however,  by  no  means  ge- 
nerally adopted  throughout  the  coun- 
try, and  before  transferring  to  our 
pages  the  following  extract  from  the 
last  American  Journal,  we  esteem  it  a 
duty  to  caution  the  inexperienced 
practitioner  against  the  too  indiscri- 
minate application  of  the  precept  it 
contains.  If  opium  were  to  be  given 
in  fever  without  previous  and  tho- 
rough evacuation,  the  result  would 
doubtless  be  fatal  in  a  majority  of 
cases  ;  and  it  behoves  us  to  reflect 
deeply,  examine  the  case  in  all  its 
bearings,  and  bring  into  exercise  our 
best  judgment,  before  adopting  a 
treatment  which, directed  by  skill  and 
experience  like  that  of  Dr.  Post,  may 
be  etninently  successful.] 

In  reply  to  your  inquiries  as  to 
the  use  of  anodynes  and  opium  by 
the  late  Dr.  Post,  I  have  to  re- 
mark, that  in  conversation  with 
him  some  two  years  past,  relative 
to  Dr.  Armstrong's  practice  in 
inflammatory  diseases,  he  told 
me  that  the  use  of  opium,  as  re- 
commended by  that  gentleman, 
(except  in  larger  doses,)  was  cor- 
roborated by  his  own  experience 
for  a  long  series  of  years,  and  that 
to  him  it  was  by  no  means  a  no- 
velty ;  for  that  in  1804  he  was 
called  to  a  child  about  three  years 
of  age,  suffering  under  a  violent 
pneumonic  attack,  accompanied 
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by  pain,  cough,  and  great  febrile 
excitement.  That  he  according- 
ly bled,  blistered,  and  evacuated 
the  patient,  afterwards  placing 
him  under  the  use  of  antimonials, 
but  all  without  benefit.  Matters 
proceeded  from  bad  to  worse,  un- 
til the  child,  exhausted  by  con- 
stant cough  and  excessive  rest- 
lessness, seemed  nearly  at  the 
point  of  death.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  determined  to 
quiet  all  these  irritating  symp- 
toms by  a  powerful  anodyne,  and 
accordingly  exhibited  sixty  drops 
of  laudanum.  Two  hours  after, 
he  was  called  to  the  child,  then 
supposed  by  its  parents  to  be  dy- 
ing. He  found  the  features  sunk- 
en, the  surface  covered  with  a 
cold  clammy  sweat,  and  secre- 
tions of  an  unpleasant  appearance 
about  the  eyes  and  nostrils,  but 
the  pulse  had  diminished  in  fre- 
quency, and  was  more  full  ;  the 
respiration  was  slower,  and  eve- 
rything indicated  the  full  and  de- 
sired action  of  the  anodyne.  The 
parents  were  astonished  to  hear 
the  physician  say  that  the  child 
would  soon  be  better.  The  next 
morning  all  untoward  symptoms 
had  subsided,  and  the  child  be- 
came gradually  convalescent  and 
recovered. 

This  was  his  first  trial  of  ano- 
dynes in  such  affections,  (his  ex- 
perimentj  if  you  please,)  but  a 
few  months  afterwards,  a  similar 
case  occurring,  he  immediately 
resorted  to  the  anodyne,  deple- 
tion and  evacuants  having  been 
premised,  and  with  similar  suc- 
cess ;  since  which  period  he  has 
generally  continued  that  mode  of 
practice  ;  latterly,  however,  sub- 
stituting the  Dover's  powder,  in 
place  of  laudanum,  in  pneumonic 
attacks. 


In  1810  he  was  called  in  con- 
sultation upon  a  gentleman  in  Jer- 
sey, suffering  under  enteritis.  He 
found  that  he  had  been  repeatedly 
bled,  blistered,  and  evacuated, 
but  to  no  advantage;  the  pain  still 
continued  acute  ;  the  pulse  was 
small,  frequent,  and  corded  ;  the 
skin  dry  and  hot.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  suggested  the 
propriety  of  exhibiting  a  powerful 
anodyne,  in  order  to  quiet  all  ir- 
ritation,  and  give  nature  an  oppor- 
tunity of  recovering  herself.  Af- 
ter a  little  hesitation  on  the  part 
of  the  attending  physician,  it  was 
finally  determined  to  adopt  the 
course  proposed,  and  one  hundred 
drops  of  laudanum  were  directed. 
An  hour  elapsed,  no  sensible  ef- 
fect having  been  produced,  when 
the  dose  was  repeated^  and  in  half 
an  hour  the  patient  was  under  its 
full  influence.  He  awoke  the 
next  day  free  from  pain  or  ten- 
derness, and  so  recovered.  The 
same  gentleman  has  been  fre- 
quently attacked  since  with  the 
same  affection,  and  uniformly  af- 
ter being  bled  and  evacuated,  he 
has  recourse  to  his  anodyne,  which 
rarely  fails  to  quell  the  disease. 
But  to  be  efficacious,  the  dose 
must  be  heroic;  at  least,  such  was 
the  opinion  of  Dr.  Post,  who  often 
remarked  that  practitioners,  es- 
pecially in  England  and  France, 
were  not  aw^are  of  the  value  of 
opium  in  inflammatory  diseases, 
for  even  when  employing  it  in 
such  cases,  their  doses  were  too 
trivial  to  exert  any  marked  influ- 
ence over  the  malady.  He  him- 
sel  always  exhibited  it  under  the 
opinion,  that  to  obtain  its  soothing 
effect  upon  the  system,  and  its 
paralyzing  influence  over  the  dis- 
ease, it  must  be  given  in  large 
doses.    In  diarrhoea  and  certain 
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conditions  of  dysentery,  after  hav- 
ing cleansed  the  passages,  he  em- 
ployed laudanum  or  Dover's  pow- 
der, with  the  happiest  effect ;  in 
fact,  he  rarely  used  much  else 
than  salts  and  Dover's  powder  in 
diarrhoea,  in  adults.  In  his  own 
case,  he  was  no  less  prodigal  of 
anodynes  than  with  his  patients. 
Being,  as  you  well  know,  for  ma- 
ny years  a  constant  prey  to  pleu- 
ritic affections,  his  treatment  of 
himself  was  short  and  eilicacious, 
viz.,  blisters  and  purgatives,  fol- 
lowed by  eighty  or  one  hundred 
drops  of  laudanum,  which  quieted 
his  cou2;h,  allayed  pain,  and  soon 
placed  him  in  a  condition  to  re- 
sume his  business. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to 
state  an  occurrence  which  took 
place  under  my  own  eyes,  two 
years  previous  to  his  death.  He 
was  then  violently  attacked  with 
pleurisy,  accompanied  with  much 
fever,  for  which  he  had  been 
purged  and  blistered,  and  at  the 
period  in  question,  was  under  the 
use  of  antimonials.  At  this  time 
he  directed  me  to  give  him  se- 
venty drops  of  laudanum.  I  re- 
monstrated, directing  his  attention 
to  the  dryness  of  his  skin,  its  in- 
creased heat,  and  the  frequency 
and  hardness  of  his  pulse.  His 
answer  was,  "  believe  in  my  ex- 
perience ratiier  than  in  your  theo- 
ry ;  give  me  seventy  or  eighty 
drops  of  laudanum,  and  an  hour 
will  convince  you  of  its  proprie- 
ty." It  was  given,  and  within 
the  hour  his  puUe  became  calm, 
full,  and  slow  ;  his  skin  was  co- 
vered with  a  gentle  perspiration, 
and  his  condition  strikingly  icn- 
proved.  He  left  his  bed  the  next 
day,  and  frequently  since  has  said 
to  me,  I  think  I  have  given  you 
a  clinical  lecture  that  you  will 
remember." 


m. 

ABSORPTION  OP  THE  CRYSTALLINE 
LENS, 

History  of  a  Case  of  the  Probable 
Absorption  of  the  Crystalline 
Lenses  of  both  Eyes^  in  conee- 
qxtence  of  local  Irritation  in  the 
Fauces.  Read  at  a  late  Meet- 
ing of  the  Boston  Society  for 
Medical  Improvement. 

By  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  M.D. 

Mary  Ann  D.,  of  this  city,  in  the 
autumn  of  1822, — then  five  years 
of  age, — became  suddenly  ill,  as 
was  supposed,  with  the  first  symp- 
touis  of  croup  ;  but  the  course  of 
treatment,  instead  of  relieving 
her,  manifestly  increased  the  ge- 
neral debility,  without  materially 
diminishing  the  peculiar  sensation 
of  which  she  constantly  complain- 
ed in  the  throat.  To  the  surprise 
of  the  family,  the  little  suflferer 
continued  in  this  painful  condition 
several  weeks,  and,  consequent- 
ly, various  inetfectual  prescrip- 
tions were  made.  Some  addi- 
tional disease  w^as  now  apprehend- 
ed, as  it  was  with  extreme  diffi- 
culty she  made  a  full  inspiration. 
It  was  conceived  by  some,  that 
the  action  of  the  heart  was  ac- 
tually suspended,  whenever  the 
lungs  were  thus  inflated.  This, 
however,  rests  on  doubtful  autho- 
rity. A  copious  expectoration 
was  next  observed,  so  free,  and 
at  times  so  foetid,  as  to  induce  the 
parents  to  change  all  former  opi- 
nions of  her  case,  and  conclude 
that  she  was  in  a  pulmonary  con- 
sumption. Several  medical  gen- 
tlemen, who  saw  her  from  time  to 
time,  coincided  in  this  opinion. 

It  is  remarkable  that  Mary 
Ann  lingered  in  this  uncertain,  and 
frequently  distressed,  condition, 
with  but  slight  relief,  till  the  fol- 
lowing April.    For  the  last  two 
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months,  her  dissolution  was  daily 
expected.  About  the  middle  of 
this  aionth,  when  no  expectations 
were  entertained  of  a  recovery, 
an  entire  and  unlooked  for  change 
was  happily  wrought.  Mrs.  D., 
the  mother,  who  had  watched  the 
bedside  of  her  child  with  intense 
anxiety,  happened  to  step  into  an 
adjoining  room  for  a  moment,  just 
as  the  child  had  one  of  her  com- 
mon turns  of  coughing.  Perhaps 
she  was  agitated  at  seeing  her 
mother  going  out  at  this  particu- 
lar instant; — be  the  cause,  howe- 
ver, what  it  may,  the  paroxysm 
was  unusually  severe,  and  dis- 
lodged from  the  throat  a  thin  scale 
of  bone,  the  size  of  a  vest  button- 
mole,  ragged  on  the  edges,  which 
she  held  in  her  fingers  when  the 
mother  returned. 

All  the  circumstances  attending 
the  early  history  of  the  case,  and 
the  manner  in  which  she  uniform- 
ly pointed  to  the  affected  part, 
were  then  seen  in  a  new  light,  and 
had  they  been  apprized  of  the 
cause,  a  speedy  relief  might  have 
been  afforded.  As  she  was  eat- 
ing beef  soup  when  she  first  com- 
plained of  a  painful  sensation  in 
the  throat,  the  parents  have  no 
doubt  the  piece  of  bone  was  then 
swallowed.  It  is  almost  needless 
to  remark,  that  the  patient's  re- 
storation to  perfect  health  was 
soon  accomplished. 

Here  follows  the  most  interest- 
ing part  of  the  case: — Before  the 
occurrence  of  the  accident,  which 
has  been  narrated,  her  eyesight 
was  as  perfect  as  that  of  any  oth- 
er person  ;  but  when  good  health 
again  permitted  her  to  return  to 
her  story  books,  it  was  apparent 
that  she  could  not  distinguish  one 
letter  from  another.  Through 
the  whole  course  of  her  late  in- 
disposition, it  was  a  subject  of 


frequent  remark  and  regret,  that 
her  eyes  had  gradually  become 
weak, — which  accounted  for  the 
habit  of  peering  through  the  eye- 
lashes, as  though  there  was  an 
effort  of  the  muscles  to  elon- 
gate the  axis  of  vision,  when- 
ever she  endeavored  critically  to 
examine  any  object.  At  these 
times  she  was  often  heard  to  say 
that  she  could  not  see.  The  rea- 
son of  this,  the  friends  were  given 
to  understand,  was  simply  that 
the  terrible  fits  of  coughing  had 
protruded  the  eyes  from  their 
sockets,  from  time  to  time,  with 
such  convulsive  force,  as  to  have 
given  an  increased  convexity  to 
the  cornea.  Completely  satisfied 
that  this  was  merely  a  temporary 
near-sightedness,  the  father  sought 
a  temporary  relief.  She  was 
therefore  taken  to  an  optician's 
in  Washington  Street,  to  select  a 
pair  of  concave  glasses;  but  great 
was  the  gentleman's  surprise, 
when  Mary  Ann  declared  she 
could  not  see  through  them  at  all. 
Perplexed  and  discouraged,  after 
trying,  without  benefit,  many 
grades  of  concave  glasses,  she 
was  entirely  neglected,  with  a 
hope  that  time  and  nature  would 
eventually  overcome  the  supposed 
internal  derangement  of  the  organ. 

Nearly  another  year  passed 
away,  and  no  favorable  change 
had  been  effected,  though  she  en- 
deavored to  study  her  lessons,  by 
finding  a  confused  focus  over  a 
page  of  large  letters.  The  effort, 
however,  was  always  painful  and 
unsatisfactory.  Thus  the  sight 
remained,  till  she  was  one  day 
taken  to  Roxbury,  to  visit  an  aged 
aunt,  whose  spectacles  were  lying 
on  the  table  when  she  entered 
the  parlor,  and  which  the  child, 
in  her  playfulness,  happened  to 
put  on.    The  same  moment  she 
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exclaimed,  with  rapturous  de- 
light, "  /  can  see,  /  can  see,'''' 
Double  convex  lenses,  of  a  sixteen 
inch  focus,  were  purchased  imme- 
diately, through  which  she  con- 
tinues to  see  with  perfect  dis- 
tinctness, precisely  as  she  did  ori- 
ginally, at  various  distances,  from 
eight  inches  to  the  ordinary  limits 
of  distinct  vision. 

Finding  no  cases  related  in  the 
books,  of  a  similar  character,  and 
conceiving  that  there  is  but  one 
way  of  accounting  for  the  change 
which  has  been  produced  within 
the  globe,  which  renders  a  double 
convex  lens  indispensable  to  per- 
fect vision  under  all  circum- 
stances and  at  all  distances,  we 
are  necessarily  led  to  the  follow- 


ing conclusion,  viz.  : — That  the 
efforts  of  the  system  to  relieve  it- 
self from  a  local  irritation  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  visual  organs,  call- 
ed into  sympathetic  action  the 
active  absorbents  of  the  eyes, 
which  actually  seized  upon  the 
lenses,  and  wholly  destroyed 
them.  This  is  inferred  from  the 
consideration,  that  a  convex  lens 
is  now  absolutely  necessary  ;  and, 
secondly,  because  nature  has 
made  no  progress  in  restoring  the 
eyes  to  their  natural  condition. 
The  annexed  diagram  exhibits  the 
eye,  with  the  converging  rays  of 
light  passing  through  the  lens,  and 
forming  an  accurate  picture  on 
the  retina,  before  the  organ  was 
impaired  by  the  absorbents. 


Fig-.  1. 


The  present  condition  of  the 
eyes,  without  lenses,  is  presented 
in  the  following  figure,  which 
shows  the  manner  in  which  their 
original  refractive  power  is  im- 
paired. The  point  at  which  the 
rays  diverge  is  so  far  back  in 


the  posterior  part  of  the  vitreous 
humor,  that  the  image  is  carried 
entii-ely  beyond  the  retina, — 
therefore,  the  object  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  indistinct  and  con- 
fused. The  eyes  of  the  aged  ap- 
proximate this  state. 


Though  the  individual  may  be 
enabled  to  distinguish  objects  af- 
ter the  extraction  of  the  lens,  it 
is  self-evident  that  it  must  be  an 
obscure  vision,  which  is  easily 


corrected  by  convex  glasses:  they 
give  the  proper  refraction  to  the 
light,  and,  consequently,  a  distinct 
picture  on  the  appropriate  point 
of  the  retina.    The  case  under 
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consideration  is  precisely  the 
same  ;  the  lens  having  been  taken 
away  from  the  inside,  is  placed 
on  the  outside  of  the  eye,  and  the 
object  is  answered.  Though  the  fo- 
cus of  the  double  convex  lens  is  the 
radius  of  a  sphere,  of  which  the 


Fig.  3. 


surface  of  the  glass  is  a  segment, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  have  it  of 
the  thickness  of  the  natural  lens, 
because,  in  that  case,  it  would  be 
necessary  that  it  should  be  placed  at 
an  inconvenient  distance  from  the 
organ  to  produce  the  desired  effect. 


This  last  diagram  exhibits  the  same  place  that  they  would  if  the 

young  lady's  eye,  with  the  lens  on  crystalline  humor  were  there,  as 

the  outside.    Its  distance  from  seen  in  Fig.  1.    Thus  has  the  un- 

the  cornea  gives  a  greater  refrac-  fortunate  little  patient  been  re- 

tion  to  rays,  which,  passing  through  stored,  by  art,,  to  all  the  pleasures 

the  pupil,  cross  precisely  at  the  arising  from  unimpaired  vision. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


DR.  SAMUEL  JOHNSON. 

Post-mortem   Examination   of  the 
Body  of  this  celebrated  Writer, 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  College  of 
Physicians,  some  account  of  which 
is  given  in  the  Med.  Gazette,  a  pa- 
per was  read  by  Dr.  Wilson,  which 
contained  the  following  memoranda. 

On  Wednesday,  December  the 
15th,  1784,  Mr.  Wilson  opened  the 
body  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  who 
died  the  Monday  before.  About  a 
week  preceding  his  death,  Mr.  Cruik- 
shank,  by  desire  of  his  physicians, 
scarified  Ijis  legs  and  scrotum,  to  let 
out  the  water  which  had  collected  in 
these  parts.  Dr.  Johnson  being  very 
impatient  to  have  the  water  entirely 
gone,  repeated  the  operation  himself 
with  a  lancet  ;  and  cutting  very  deep, 
lost  about  ten  ounces  of  blood.  He 
was  in  too  vreak  a  state  to  survive 


this  apparently  trifling  depletion,  and 
died  the  same  day.  He  had  been 
affected  for  several  years  with  asth- 
ma, for  which  he  used  to  take  opi- 
um, but  had  discontinued  this  for 
some  time  before  his  death,  although 
it  was  the  only  remedy  which  afford- 
ed him  relief.  On  opening  the  chest, 
the  lungs  did  not  collapse,  but  re- 
mained distended,  as  if  they  had  lost 
the  power  of  contracting.  The  su 
perficial  air-cells  were  very  much 
enlarged.  No  water  was  foiind  in 
the  cavity  of  the  chest,  and  not  more 
than  naturally  exists  in  the  pericar 
dium.  The  heart  was  exceedingly 
large  and  strong,  and  the  valves  of 
the  aorta  beginning  to  ossify.  In 
the  abdomen  there  was  ascites,  and 
some  inflammation  of  the  peritone- 
um ;  the  liver  and  spleen  hard,  the 
latter  like  cartilage  ;  a  gall-stooe,  as 
large  as  a  pigeon's  egg,  in  the  gall 
bladder.    The  omentum  was  loaded 
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with  fat ;  the  folds  of  the  jejunum 
adhered  in  several  places,  and  there 
was  a  strong  adhesion  between  the 
bladder  and  colon.  The  pancreas 
was  remarkably  enlarged.  The  kid- 
ney of  the  left  side  had  some  hyda- 
tids beginning  to  form  on  its  surface  ; 
that  of  the  right  side  was  almost  en- 
tirely destroyed,  two  large  hydatids 
occupying  its  place.  Dr.  Johnson 
had  never  complained  of  pain  in 
this  part.  Both  testes  had  hydatids 
on  the  surface,  and  the  right  sper- 
matic vein  was  exceedingly  large 
and  varicose.  The  cranium  was 
not  opened. 

Dr.  Wilson,  after  concluding  the 
above  history  from  his  father's  notes, 
alluded  to  the  Doctor's  first  journey 
from  Litchfield,  when  a  child,  to  be 
"  touched"  by  Queen  Anne  for  scro- 
fula,— a  circumstance  which  may, 
perhaps,  have  encouraged  that  ten- 
dency to  superstition  which  so  strong- 
ly marked  his  character. 


PRUSS;C  ACID. 

From  an  article  in  the  last  number  of 
the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical 
Sciences,  by  Dr.  Hay  ward  of  this 
city,  it  appears  that  this  substance 
has  been  employed  by  him  with  con- 
siderable success  in  the  treatment  of 
a  very  troublesome  class  of  diseases. 
From  noticing  its  sedative  effects  in 
phthisij,  in  which  however  it  does 
not  seem  to  be  attended  with  benefit. 
Dr.  H.  was  induced  to  make  trial  of 
it  in  ciises  of  nervous  or  spasmodic 
cough,  unattended  with  disease  of 
the  lungs,  but  apparently  produced 
by  unusual  irritability  of  the  system, 
and  which  had  resisted  various  other 
remedies.  The  treatment  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  most  decided  relief 
Similar  good  effects  have  resulted 
from  the  use  of  the  acid  in  the  latter 
days  of  hooping  cough,  and  during 


the  continuance  of  painful  menstrua- 
tion. In  hysteric  cases  also,  for 
which  its  sedative  properties  seemed 
to  point  it  out  as  peculiarly  adapted, 
its  use  was  attended  with  very  favor- 
able effects.  The  preparation  used 
by  Dr.  H.  is  about  one  fourth  the 
strength  of  that  of  the  U.  S.  Pharma- 
copoeia. Of  this  preparation,  the 
commencing  dose  for  an  adult  is  eight 
drops,  to  be  gradually  increased  to 
thirty  two.  This  quantity  may  be 
taken  twice  daily. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  HYDROPHOBIA. 

The  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Journal  contains  some  interesting 
observations  on  this  terrible  disease, 
by  Mr.  Crichton,  Surgeon  at  Dundee, 
in  which  he  explains  the  reports 
which  have  come  to  us  from  time  to 
time  of  Hydrophobia  being  cured. 
A  young  woman,  said  to  have  been 
bitten  by  a  mad  dog,  was  brought  to 
Mr.  Crichton  at  a  time  when  he  was 
somewhat  sceptical  as  to  the  real 
existence  of  any  such  disease.  He 
directed  that  the  bitten  arm  should 
be  wrapped  in  lint  soaked  in  lauda- 
num, and  desired  the  patient  to  re- 
turn home,  and  give  herself  no  anx- 
iety. After  some  days,  he  was  sent 
for  to  visit  this  young  woman,  and 
found  her  in  a  room  crowded  with 
friends,  whose  intense  anxiety  and 
horror-struck  countenances  were  ill 
calculated  to  calm  the  agitation  of 
the  unhappy  girl,  who  was  howling 
and  foaming  at  the  mouth.  After 
clearing  the  room,  Mr.  C.  sent  for  a 
jug  of  water,  and  offered  it  to  the 
patient,  who  drank  it  freely,  suppos-  ' 
ing  it,  no  doubt,  a  salutary  prescrip- 
tion.   She  was  now  assured  that  it 
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was  impossible  she  should  have  Hy- 
drophobia, as  persons  in  such  a  dis- 
ease are  unable  to  drink.  Her  fears 
were  immediately  calmed,  and  her 
terrific  symptoms  disappeared.  It 
seems  her  great  fear  was  that  slie 
should  be  smothered  in  her  sleep, 
that  being  the  popular  cure  for  Hy- 
drophobia in  many  parts  of  Scotland. 

It  may  be  well  to  add,  that  the 
doubts  of  Mr.  C.  respecting  the  ex- 
istence of  such  a  disease,  were  sub- 
sequently removed,  by  the  occur- 
rence in  his  practice  of  two  genu- 
ine and  fatal  cases. 


febrile  stage  ;  and  subsequently,  fric- 
tions with  dry  flannel  and  cold  affusion. 


DENGUE  OR  DANDY  FEVER. 

The  same  Journal  contains  a  history 
of  this  disease,  as  it  prevailed  in  the 
West  Indies,  by  Mr.  Nicholson,  Sur- 
geon at  Antigua.  He  terms  it  an 
"  arthritic  exanthem,"  and  says,  that 
in  conformity  with  the  nosology  of 
Good,  it  may  be  called  exanthesis 
arthrosia.  His  account  does  not 
differ  materially  from  those  already 
given  in  this  Journal.  His  treatment 
consisted  in  brisk  purgatives,  diapho- 
retics, and  the  warm  bath,  during  the 


EXFOLIATION  OF  THE  CUTICLE. 

A  REMARKABLE  case  ef  exfoliation  of 
the  culicle  from  various  parts  of  the 
body  is  related  by  Dr.  Newell,  of 
Cheltenham,  in  the  Midland  Med. 
and  Surg.  Reporter.  The  patient,  a 
young  lady,  experienced  the  first  at- 
tack of  this  disease  when  about  twen- 
ty years  of  age.  The  cutis,  or  true 
skin,  first  became  inflamed,  and  the 
connection  between  that  and  the  cu- 
ticle, or  scarf  skin,  then  became  dis- 
solved. These  aitacks  have  since 
come  on  about  twice  in  a  year,  and 
the  cuticle  may  sometimes  be  drawn 
off  like  a  glove.  Its  texture  does 
not  appear  to  undergo  any  change, 
but  the  process  is  attended  by  feb- 
rile symptoms  of  considerable  seve- 
rity. The  Cheltenham  waters  have 
appeared  to  arrest  the  disease. 

Such  phenomenon  is  exceedingly 
rare  in  the  human  species  ;  a  case 
somewhat  similar  was,  however, 
communicated  to  the  Royal  Society, 
London,  in  1759. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  MAY  26,  1829. 


DR.  JOHN  MASON  GOOD. 

We  have  before  us  the  biography  of 
this  eminent  physician.  It  was  writ- 
ten by  Olinthus  Gregory,  M.D.,  and 
forms  a  handsome  octavo  volume. 
The  following  brief  sketch  of  his  life 
and  labors,  which  we  have  prepared 
for  this  Journal,  will,  we  think,  be 
read  with  an  interest  proportioned 
to  the  well-earned  fame  of  its  re- 
markable subject. 


Dr.  Good  was  born  at  Epping,  in 
Essex,  England,  the  25th  of  May, 
1764.  His  early  education  was'con- 
ducted  by  his  father,  who  was  a  res- 
pectable clergyman.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen,  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  Sur- 
geon at  Gosport, — a  Mr.  Johnson, — 
with  whom  he  remained  about  three 
years.  At  the  end  of  this  period,  an 
opportunity  presented  itself  to  him  of 
becoming  connected  in  business  with 
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Mr.  Weeks,  a  reputable  Surgeon  at 
Sudbury  in  a  neighboring  county. 
To  prepare  himself  for  this  situa- 
tion, he  spent  the  autumn  and  winter 
of  1783,  and  the  spring  of  1784,  in 
London,  attending  the  lectures  of 
Dr.  Fordyce,  Dr.  Louder  and  other 
eminent  medical  professors,  visiting 
the  hospitals,  and  in  other  ways  col- 
lecting professional  information.  He 
commenced  his  duties  at  Sudbury, 
about  August,  1784.  Some  striking 
proofs  of  his  surgical  skill  which  oc- 
curred soon  after,  gained  him  so 
much  reputation,  that  in  a  few  months 
Mr.  Weeks  left  the  business  entirely 
in  his  hands.  His  professional  occu- 
pations now  increased,  and  began  to 
extend  themselves  into  the  surround- 
ing villages.  He  coniinued  at  Sud- 
bury till  1793,  when  he  received  a 
proposal  to  go  into  partnership  with 
Mr.  W.,  a  surgeon  and  apothecary 
of  considerable  practice  in  London, 
who  had  also  an  appointment 
as  surgeon  in  one  of  the  j)risons. 
This  ofifer  was  accepted,  and  in 
April  of  that  year,  Mr.  Good  re- 
moved to  London.  The  connection, 
however,  though  auspicious  in  its 
commencement,  proved  singularly 
unfortunate.  His  partner  became 
envious  of  his  talents,  and  instead  of 
aiding,  emph^yed  all  his  efforts,  to 
thwart  his  success.  He  interfered 
with  him  in  his  practice,  and  indus- 
triously excited  distrust  of  his  skill 
among  their  common  patients.  The 
consequences  were  that  the  business 
failed,  the  partnership  was  dissolved, 
and  Mr.  Good,  deprived  of  all  re- 
sources, and  with  an  increasing  fami- 
ly, was  almost  thrown  upon  the  cha- 
rity of  his  friends.    So  far,  however, 


was  his  ardor  from  being  damped  by 
this  disappointment,  that  it  only  ex- 
cited him  to  new  exertion.  Eager 
to  obtain  distinction  among  medical 
men,  he  soon  availed  himself  of  an 
opportunity  to  accomplish  this  object. 
Dr.  Lettsom,  an  active  member  of  a 
medical  Society,  had  offered  a  pre- 
mium of  twenty  pounds  for  the  best 
dissertation  "  on  the  Diseases  of 
Workhouses,  and  the  best  means  of 
their  Cure  and  Prevention."  This 
prize  was  to  be  awarded  in  Februa- 
ry, 1795.  Mr.  Good  became  a  com- 
petitor, and  had  the  satisfaction  of 
being  successful. 

He  also  became  member  of  a 
Society,  constituted  in  the  year  1794, 
under  the  tide  of  "  the  General  Phar- 
maceutic Association."  The  object 
of  this  Association  was  to  get  the 
business  of  druggists  placed  under 
certain  restrictions,  and  the  practice 
of  medicine  freed  from  the  odium 
which  the  ignorance  of  this  class  of 
persons  was  likely  to  throw  upon  it. 
At  the  request  of  some  of  his  col- 
leagues, he  drew  up  a  "  History  of 
Medicine,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
profession  of  the  apothecary,  from 
the  earliest  accounts*  to  the  present 
time."  The  work  was  published  in 
1795,  and  served,  in  conjunction 
with  the  labors  of  the  Association, 
to  call  the  general  attention  of  medi- 
cal men,  and  of  the  intelligent  por- 
tion of  society,  to  the  ignorance  ad- 
verted to  and  its  baneful  effects. 

For  many  years  after  this  period, 
Mr.  Good  was  engaged  in  a  variety  of 
literary  pursuits,  which,  however,  by 
no  means  interfered  with  the  increase 
of  his  practice,  or  with  his  attentif)n 
to  his  medical  duties.    It  is  stated 
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by  his  biographer,  that  his  translation  nor  has  it  been  surpassed  by  any 
of  Lucretius,  which  was  published  in  subsequent  attempt.  It  was  follow- 
1805,  was  actually  composed  in  the  ed  in  1822  by  his  great  work,  the 
streets  of  London,  during  the  walks  Study  of  Medicine.  This  publica- 
he  took  to  visit  his  numerous  pa-  tion^  as  is  well  known,  was  most  fa- 
tients,  in  the  course  of  the  six  pre-  vorably  rfireived  ;  and  the  first  edi- 
ceding  years.  In  the  autumn  of  tion  having  been  exhausted,  a  new 
1810,  he  was  invited  to  deliver  a  and  improved  one  issued  from  the 
course  of  lectures  at  the  Surrey  In-  press  in  1825.  His  own  copy  of 
stitution,  "  on  any  subject,  literary  this  contains  several  notes  and  im- 
or  scientific,  which  would  be  agreea-  provements,  condensed,  however, 
ble  to  himself."  The  consequence  into  the  smallest  possible  space,  with 
of  this  request  was  the  delivery  of  a  view  to  a  third  edition, 
three  courses  of  lectures,  in  three  Till  this  period,  Dr.  Good's  health 
successive  years,  all  of  which  attract-  j^ad  always  been  remarkably  sound, 
ed  crowded  audiences.  The  first  t,^^  ^^^^^  activity  of  his  life,  with 
series  treated  «  of  the  nature  of  the  j^js  temperance  and  regularity,  had 
material  world,"  the  second  "  of  the  secured  to  him  the  almost  uninter- 
animate  world,"  and  the  third  was  rupted  enjoyment  of  his  bodily  pow- 
devoted  to  the  nature  of  the  mind."  ^^^^  These,  however,  now  began  to 
The  substance  of  these  lectures  was  f^-^i  Probably,  the  change  from  the 
afterwards  published  in  the  "  Book  habit  of  visiting  his  patients  on  foot 
of  Nature."  They  would  have  been  to  that  of  riding,  affected  him  unfa- 
extended  still  farther  in  subsequent  vorably,  and  the  great  mental  labor 
years,  had  not  the  pressure  of  pro-  to  which  he  was  subjected  in  the 
fessional  duty  obliged  him,  notwith-  preparation  of  his  last  works,  aug- 
standing  the  strongest  solicitations  to  mented  the  evil.  During  the  year 
the  contrary,  to  relinquish  the  occu-  i822  he  had  several  attacks  of  gout, 
palion  of  a  Lecturer.  ^  and  these  continued  to  recur  occa- 
In  the  year  1820,  Mr.  Good  re-  sionally  until  the  end  of  life."  His 
ceived  the  degree  of  M.D.  from  Ma-  last  illness, — an  inflammation  of  the 
reschal  College,  Aberdeen,  and,  in  bladder, — was  exceedingly  severe, 
consequence,  entered  upon  a  more  and  terminated  his  existence  the  2d 
elevated  department  of  professional  of  January,  1827,  in  the  63d  year  of 
duty.      During  the  same  year  he  his  age. 

published  his  treatise  of  Nosology,  We  have  thus  given  an  account 

a  work  to  which  his  attention  had  of  the  medical  career  of  this  eminent 

been  directed  for  many  years.    Any  individual,  partly  because  we  think 

criticism  on  this  production  would  it  will  prove  interesting  in  itself,  and 

be  wholly  misplaced  in  this  connec-  partly  because  we  believe  a  some- 

tion  ;  but  whatever  are  its  faults  and  what  unjust  estimate  has  been  made 

imperfections,  it  has  generally  been  by  medical  men  in  this  country,  of 

allowed  to  be  much  superior  to  any  the  degree  of  confidence  to  be  placed 

classification  which  had   preceded,  iu  his  professional  opinions.  Dr. 
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Good  is  far  better  known  as  a  litera- 
ry man  than  as  a  physician.  His 
translation  of  Lucretius,  his  versions 
of  several  books  of  Scripture,  and 
his  various  treatises  on  physical,  me- 
taphysical, and  moral  topics,  are  well 
known,  and  have  gained  for  him  a 
great,  and,  we  trust,  a  durable,  repu- 
tation. These  achievements,  howe- 
ver, great  as  they  are,  and  supposing 
as  they  do  unwearied  application, 
naturally  inspire  some  distrust  as  to 
his  practical  acquaintance  with  his 
own  profession,  and  suggest  the  no- 
tion, that  what  he  knows  of  medicine 
must  have  been  derived  from  read- 
ing, and  not  from  observation.  An 
attentive  perusal  of  his  memoirs  is 
calculated  to  do  away  this  prejudice. 
Dr.  Good  was  educated  a  surgeon. 
The  amount  of  bis  practice  in  the 
jcountry  is  mentioned  as  very  consi- 
derable, and  it  became  so  in  London 
as  soon  as  he  had  time  to  make  him- 
iself  known.  For  more  than  forty 
years  he  was  actively  engaged  in 
professional  duty  ;  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that,  with  the  powers  of  ob- 
servation he  possessed,  he  was  ena- 
bled to  make  himself  familiar  with 
the  actual  appearance  of  diseases, 
as  well  as  to  theorise  on  their  causes 
and  modes  of  treatment;  and  we  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  descrip- 
tions he  gives  were,  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  derived  from  personal  ob- 
servation. For  the  rest,  Dr.  Good 
is  an  instance  of  the  union  of  very 
respectable  talents  with  indefatigable 
industry.  Every  moment  of  his  time 
was  devoted  to  some  valuable  pur- 
pose ;  and,  by  the  order  and  system 
which  he  maintained  in  his  opera- 
tions, he  was  enabled  to  reconcile 


an  attention  to  a  great  variety  of  du- 
ties, with  the  faithful  and  thorough 
performance  of  all.  "  If,"  says  his 
biographer,  "  he  had  published  no- 
thing but  his  translation  of  Lucre- 
tius, he  would  have  acquired  a  high 
character  for  free,  varied,  and  ele- 
gant versification, — for  exalted  ac- 
quisitions as  a  philosopher  and  a 
linguist,  and  for  singular  felicity  in 
the  choice  and  exhibition  of  mate- 
rials in  a  rich  store  of  critical  and 
tasteful  illustration.  Had  he  pub- 
lished nothing  but  his  translation 
of  the  book  of  Job,  he  would 
have  attained  an  eminent  sta- 
tion among  Hebrew  scholars,  and 
the  promoters  of  biblical  criticism  ; 
and  had  he  published  nothing  but 
his  Study  of  Medicine,  his  name 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  one  of  his 
ablest  professional  correspondents, 
*  have  gone  down  to  posterity,  asso- 
ciated with  the  science  of  medicine 
itself,  as  one  of  its  most  skilful  prac- 
titioners, and  one  of  its  most  learned 
promoters."' 


DR.   KNOX  AND    THE  RESURRECTION- 
MEN. 

A  Report  has  been  recently  pub- 
lished by  a  Committee  appointed  at 
the  request  of  Dr.  Knox  to  investi- 
gate the  nature  and  degree  of  his 
connection  with  Burke  and  his  com- 
rades. The  language  of  this  report 
is  not  on  the  whole  remarkably  fa- 
vorable. They  acquit  the  Doctor  of 
any  participation  in,  or  knowledge 
of,  the  mode  in  which  the  bodies 
were  obtained  for  the  dissecting- 
room  ;  but  add,  that  the  circum- 
stances uuder  which  they  were  con- 
veyed, their  appearance,  and  the 
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well  known  character  of  the  persons 
engaged  in  the  traffic,  were  sufficient 
to  have  excited  suspicion,  and  that 
his  want  of  attention  to  these  circum- 
stances, if  it  does  not  prove  his  ig- 
norance wilful,  still  renders  it  highly 
culpable.  It  appears  that  Dr.  K.  did 
not  often  purchase  subjects  himself 
from  those  who  suj)plied  them,  but 
left  the  business  in  the  hands  of  his 
assistant,  and  even  of  his  porter.  It 
also  appears  that  it  was  a  rule  with 
him  never  to  make  inquiries  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  bodies  were 
obtained,  and  to  discourage  such  in- 
quiries in  others,  under  the  idea  that 
it  would  interfere  with  and  interrupt 
their  future  supply.  He  had  also 
openly  expressed  his  belief,  no  doubt 
a  sincere  one,  that  bodies  might  be 
purchased  from  the  friends  of  de- 
ceased persons  among  the  lower 
classes,  and  this  opinion  being 
known  to  Burke,  furnished  him  with 
a  plausible  mode  of  accounting  to  the 
Dr.  and  his  assistants  for  the  supplies 
he  furnished,  and  of  obtaining  money 
for  the  negociations  in  which  he  was 
supposed  to  be  engaged.  The  con- 
clusion therefore  is,  that  Dr.  Knox 
exhibited,  in  relation  to  a  very  im- 
portant business,  for  the  conduct  of 
which  he  alone  was  responsible,  a 
most  imprudent  and  culpable  indif- 
ference. Had  he  managed  the  af- 
fairs of  his  dissecting  room  himself, 
instead  of  leaving  them  to  others; 
had  he  made  up  his  judgment  with 
regard  to  the  existing  means  for  ob- 
taining bodies  for  dissection,  from  a 
more  careful  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  a  better  acquaintance  with 
the  state  of  popular  feeling ;  and 
above  all  had  he  insisted  on  knowing 
frcm  those  who  brought  subjects  to 


his  rooms,  and  whose  desperate  cha- 
racter was  well  known  to  him,  the 
particulars  of  the  means  by  which 
they  procured  them,  he  would,  by  so 
doing,  have  avoided  the  lasting  stigma 
which  must  now  attach  to  his  charac- 
ter, and  which  connects  his  name  in 
the  history  of  the  age  with  those  of 
an  atrocious  murderer  and  his  in- 
famous accomplice. 

By  way  of  illustrating  the  popular 
feeling  with  respect  to  Dr.'K.,  we  give 
the  following  anecdote  from  the  Lon- 
don Lancet : — A  woman  called  on  Dr. 
Ramage  of  Ely  Place,  to  consult  him 
on  some  complaint,  for  which  the 
doctor  ordered  her  to  be  cupped, 
and  desired  her  to  apply  to  Mr.  ^ 
Knox,  in  the  Adelphi.  Two  days 
after,  the  woman  called  again  on 
Dr.  Ramage,  but  had  not  been  cup- 
ped ;  she  was  again  desired  to  go  ta 
Mr.  Knox,  who,  she  was  told,  would 
operate  gratuitously,  as  he  was  cup- 
per to  the  Infirmary  of  which  Dr. 
Ramage  is  physician.  The  woman 
shortly  after  made  a  third  appear- 
ance, still  without  having  been  cup- 
ped. She  was  now  closely  question- 
ed as  to  her  reason  for  not  following 
the  physician's  advice.  "  Sir,"  said 
she  falteringly,  "  I  am  afraid  to  call 
on  Mr.  Knox."—"  But  why,  my  good 
woman  ?  Mr.  Knox  will  cup  you  ex- 
tremely well." — Yes,  Sir,  I  have 
no  doubt  of  that ;  but  I  am  afraid  he 
is  some  relation  of  Doctor  Knox,  the 
Scotch  gentleman,  and  that  he  will 
make  a  subject  of  me  ;  and,  if  you 
please,  Fd  rather  not  go." 


THE  NEW  MEDICINES. 

VII. — Strychnine. — This  is  the  ve- 
getable alkali  of  nux  vomica,  and  is 
the  principle  to  which  all  the  prepa- 
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rations  of  that  nut  owe  their  effica- 
cy. Its  chief  use  as  a  medicinal 
agent,  is  in  paralytic  aflfections  ;  and 
what  is  somewhat  remarkable,  its 
stimulating  effects  are  manifested 
more  distinctly,  and  sooner,  in  the 
paralytic  parts,  than  in  any  other. 
The  action  of  the  medicine  is  an- 
nounced by  tetanic  motions  in  these 
parts,  a  sense  of  formication,  and 
local  perspiration.  When  given  in 
hemiplegia,  these  phenomena  are 
exhibited  in  the  diseased  side,  whilst 
the  other  remains  cool  and  at  rest ; 
an  eruption  has  also  been  observed 
sometimes  to  accompany  the  formi- 
cation, whilst  no  trace  of  such  an 
occurrence  could  be  discovered  on  the 
healthy  side.  An  overdose  produces 
violent  convulsive  movements  c)f  the 
whole  body,  and  is  speedily  fatal. 

Magendie,  whose  formulary  we 
take  for  a  guide,  says  that  one-eighth 
of  a  grain  of  Strychnine  is  sufficient 
to  kill  a  large  dog,  and  a  quarter  of 
a  grain  often  produces  very  marked 
effects  on  the  human  body  when  in 
health.  The  price  of  Strychnine  is 
$  40  the  ounce, — of  the  tincture, 
75  cents  the  ounce. 
Blodes  of  prescribing  Sirychnine. 

1.  Pure  Sirychnine  in  pills. 

Take  of 

Pure  Sirychnine,       2  grains. 

Conserve  of  Roses,  1-2  drachm. 
Mix  intimately,  and  divide  into  24 

pills.    Dose,  one  every  mornings 

and  evening,  increased. 

2.  Tinclurt  of  Strychnine,. 

Take  of 

Alcohol,  at  36  deg.,     1  ounce. 

Strychnine,  3  grains. 

Make  a  Tincture.    Dose,  from  6  to 

24  drops,  in  some  simple  liquid. 

3.  Mixture  of  Strychnine, 

I'ake  of 

Distilled  Water,       2  ounces. 

Pure  Strychnine,        1  grain. 

White  Sugar,  2  drachms. 

Mix.      Dose,   a  dessert  spoonful 

mornin*  and  evening^. 


Ruptured  Uterus,  attended  hy 
some  uncommon  Circumstances. — 
Another  case  of  ruptured  uterus  is 
come  to  us  from  abroad,  which  pro- 
duced immediate  death.  It  was  re- 
markable that  no  vomiting  occurred 
after  the  accident,  though  most  of 
the  other  symptoms  of  tliis  catastro- 
phe were  present.  The  child  was 
delivered  by  grasping  its  feet.  On 
a  post-mortem  examination^  ^'  the 
uterus  and  vagina  were  found  exten- 
sively ruptured,  the  laceration  in  the 
former  extending  from  the  os  uteri 
up  to  the  insertion  of  the  feillopian 
tube.  The  substance  of  the  viscus 
was  found  to  be  very  soft,  and  there 
were  about  a  dozen  of  small  tuber- 
cles scattered  over  its  surface, — ma- 
nifest proofs  of  disease  in  the  organ." 
It  is  also  worthy  of  notice,  that  in 
the  case  referred  to  the  liver  was 
found  uncommonly  soft,  and  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  the  recti,  oblique, 
and  transverse,  were  almost  entirely 
removed. 


Neiu  Instrument  for  examining  the 
Fauces. — Dr.  Babington  has  invent- 
ed an  instrument  by  which  may  be 
examined  such  parts  about  the  fauces 
as  do  not  admit  of  inspection  by  un- 
aided sight.  It  consists  of  an  oblong 
piece  of  looking-glass  set  in  wire, 
with  a  long  shank.  Where  this  in- 
strument is  to  be  used,  it  should  first 
be  dipped  in  water,  so  as  to  leave  a 
film  of  the  fluid  over  the  surface  of 
the  glass.  This  expedient  prevents 
it  from  being  dimmed  by  the  halitus 
of  the  breath.  It  is  then  placed 
against  the  palate  whilst  the  tongue 
is  held  down  by  a  spoon,  when  the 
eprglottis  and  upper  part  of  the  la- 
rynx become  visible  in  the  glass. 

Opacity  of  the  Cornea. — The 
following  powder  is  found  to  act 
with  more  effect  than  calomel  or 
zinc  in  removing  this  obstruction  to 
the  sight ; — Take  Red  Oxide  of  Mer- 
cury and  White  Agaric,  of  each  half 
a  drachm  ;  White  Sugar,  one  ounce. 
Mix,  and  reduce  them  to  a  very  fine 
pov/der. 
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Gonorrhoea. — A  formula,  different 
from  any  in  common  use,  has  been 
recently  recommended  in  cases  of 
gonorrhoea  and  gleet,  after  other  re- 
medies, even  cubebs,  have  failed. 
It  is  this  : — 

R.  Tinct.  Ferri  Miiriatis,  3i. 
Sp.  ^th.  Nitr.  3vij.  M. 

From  forty  to  sixty  drops  to  be  ta- 
ken three  times  a  day,  in  distilled 
water.  Copaiba  may  be  substituted 
in  the  same  quantity  for  the  Spirit, 
^ther.  Nitr.,  should  it  be  thought 
expedient  to  try  that  medicine. 

An  exceedingly  obstinate  case  of 
gleet  is  recorded  in  the  eleventh  vo- 
lume of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Jour- 
nal, by  Mr.  Fletcher,  which  was 
cured  by  an  injection  of  sea-water. 
The  patient  had  labored  under  the 
complaint  for  two  years.  It  was 
removed  in  ten  days. 

Glandular  Swellings. — It  is  the 
opinion  of  Professor  Dupuytreu,  that 
if  Muriate  of  Ammonia,  one  part, 
be  added  to  Strong  Mercurial  Oint- 
ment, four  parts,  the  deobstruent 
qualities  of  the  latter  are  greatly 
increased. 


Aneurism  of  the  Carotid  Artery 
mired  hy  Valsalva's  Plan. — The 
aneurismal  swelling  was  seated  on 
the  left  side  of  the  neck,  and  extend- 
ed from  the  thyroid  gland  to  the  cla- 
vicle. It  was  larger  than  a  hen's 
egg,  and  pulsated  very  strongly 
The  integuments  covering  it  were  of 
a  natural  color.  It  was  entirely  cured 
by  a  long  continuance  of  the  strictest 
regimen,  consisting  of  weak  broths, 
bread,  vegetables,  acid  drinks,  bodily 
tranquillity,  repeated  bleeding,  the 
exhibition  of  digitalis  and  of  laurel- 
water.  Ice  was  also  frequently  ap- 
plied to  the  tumor.  Compression 
could  not  be  borne.  The  patient 
occasionally  suffered  from  attacks  of 
difficult  deglutition. 

At  the  time  this  case  was  record- 
ed, four  years  had  elapsed,  and  he 
remained  perfectly  well. — Hufe.  Jour. 


Chronic  Ptyalism. — A  case  of 
this  kind  is  related  by  Souquet,  which 
was  cured  by  the  mastication  of  ca- 
nella  bark,  and  by  swallowing  the 
juice  of  it.  For  nine  years  and  a 
half,  the  patient  had  discharged  from 
the  mouth  five  pints  of  saliva  daily. 
He  had  never  had  syphilis^  nor  had 
he  taken  mercurial  medicines  of  any 
kind. — Load.  31ed.      Phys,  Journ. 

Good^s  Study  of  Medicine. — A 
third  edition  of  Mason  Good's 
"  Study  of  Medicine,^^  containing  all 
the  author's  final  corrections  and 
improvements,  together  with  addi- 
tional modern  information  on  phy- 
siology, practice,  pathology,  and  the 
nature  of  diseases  in  general,  is  now 
preparing  for  publication  by  Mr. 
Samuel  CoopER,author  ofthe  Diction- 
ary of  Practical  Surgery,  &c.  From 
the  extraordinary  diligence  and  great 
judgment  Mr.  Cooper  has  shown  in 
his  previous  publications,  we  have 
reason  to  congratulate  the  profession 
upon  his  having  undertaken  this 
task. — Ibid. 


Prize  Essays. — The  unsuccessfid 
dissertations  on  the  Effects  of  Ardent 
Spirits,  which  were  offered  for  the 
premium  of  the  Mass.  Med.  Society, 
are  deposited  at  Messrs.  Cottons  & 
Barnard's  Bookstore,  184  Washing- 
ton Street,  where  they  may  be  ob- 
tained by  their  respective  authors. 


NOTICE. 

Dr.  Adams'  letter  to  Dr.  Jackson  is 
received.  The  case  detailed  is  high- 
ly interesting,  and  will  be  published 
in  the  next  number. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  May  16,  at  noon. 
Apoplexy,  1 — accidental,  1 — brain  fever,  1 
— consumption,  6 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — 
dropsy  in  the  chest,  1 — dropsy  in  the  head,  1 — 
inflammation  in  the  bowels,  2 — lung  fever,  2 
— measles,  1 — unknown,  4.  Males,  11 — fe- 
males, 10.    Total,  21. 

Died— In  Washington  City,  Dr.  Elnathan 
Judson,  Surgeon  of  the  United  States  Navy. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


DENTAL  SURGERY. 

THIS  day  received  by  Benjamin  Per- 
kins &  Co.,  No.  135,  Washing^ton 
Street,— A  SYS Tfc^M  OF  DExNTAL  SUR- 
OERY.    In  three  parts. 

1.  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Dental 
Surgery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Dentist.  Denticum  curam  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
dentibus  laxantur  et  chylaceos  officinaj ; 
hinc  mille  malorum  occasiones. — Baglivi 
XIII.  March  17. 

ep6w 

LONDON  STATIONARY,  &c. 

JUST  received  by  COTTONS  &  BAR- 
NARD, 184  Washington  Street, 
Crown  and  Double  Crown  Tissue  Paper, 
large  thin  Bath  Letter  Paper  ;  Billet  Pa- 
per, Demy  and  Royal  Bristol  Board,  do. 
do.  London  Board,  Newman's  Carmine, 
Music  Paper. 

A COPY  of  Bloomfield's  Critical  Digest 
of  Sacred  Annotation  on  the  Gos- 
pels, 3  vols.  8vo.  The  most  learned 
Commentary  in  the  English  language." 
For  sale  by  COTTONS  &:  BARNARD, 
184  Washington  Street. 


CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 

THE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
lance for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
thfjmselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  White's, 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 


mined, or  the  other  proper  measures  to  be 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express- 
ly disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.  This  machine  has  received 
the  approb^ition  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston^  Feb.  6,  1829. 

NEW  BOOKS  FOR  CHILDREN. 

JUST  published  by  COTTONS  &  BAR- 
NARD, 184  Washington  Street. 
The  Waning  Moon,  by  the  author  of 
the  Rising  Sun  ;  The  While  Palfrey,  by 
the  author  of  Thomas  Mansfield  ;  The 
Kind  and  Happy  Child,  by  the  author  of 
the  White  Palfrey,  &;c. 

FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

COTTONS  &  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  for  sale,  the  fol- 
lowing Water  Colors,  of  an  excellent 
quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  La.mber- 
tye,  (France,)  viz :  Bistre,  Raw  Cassel, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  Pink, 
Seppia,  Violet  Lake,  Carmined  Lake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prussian  Blue,  Mineral 
Blue,  Indigo,  Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, Gamboge,  Yellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  Italian  Earth, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth, 
Crocus  Martial,  Green  Lake,  Sanders 
Green,  Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prus- 
sian Green,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red, 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
Flake  White. 

Also — a  great  variety  of  Newman's,  Ac- 
kerman's,  Reeves's  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boxes  and  separate  cakes. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CONVERSA- 
TIONS. 

COTTONS  &  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  just  published, 
Sunday  School  Conversations  on  some  of 
the  interesting  subjects  recorded  in  the 
New  Testament.  By  the  author  of  the 
Factory  Girl,  The  Badge,  James  Talbot, 
&;c. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.   The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  oUier  newspapers. 
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I. 

For  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
FATAL  CORN. 

Jl  Case  of  Jlmputation  of  the  Toe^ 
followed  by  Cerebral  Disease  and 
Deaths  described  in  a  Letter  from 
Dr.  Z.  B.  AdaiMS,  of  this  City^ 
to  Dr.  James  Jackson. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  are  the 
particulars  of  Mr.  McClennen's 
case,  which  you  requested  me  to 
give  you. — It  is  now  about  twelve 
years  since  he  began  to  complain  ; 
previous  to  that  time  his  health  had 
been  unremittingly  good.  At  first 
he  complained  of  some  articles  of 
food  not  agreeing  well  with  his  sto- 
mach ;  and  he  was  seldom  after- 
wards entirely  regular  in  his  bow- 
els, either  costive  or  relaxed  con- 
tinually. Sojong  ago  as  this,  too, 
he  suffered  much  from  a  corn  on 
the  fatal  toe.  On  the  same  leg 
with  the  toe,  there  had,  at  times, 
for  many  years,  existed  an  ulcer, 
situated  on  the  inside  of  the  tibia, 
and  which,  being  connected  with  a 
varicose  vein,  was  often  very  slow 
to  heal,  though  it  had  not  been  open 
for  the  last  four  or  five  years. 
About  six  years  ago  he  had  an  at- 
tack of  inflammation  of  the  absor- 
bents of  the  same  leg,  attended 
with  some  swelling  and  great  pain, 
and  marked  by  distinct  red  lines 
running  from  the  foot  to  the  groin. 
This  was  easily  subdued  in  a  short 
IG 


time.  Soon  after  this  he  began  to 
complain  of  swelling  in  the  scro- 
tum, (the  left  side,  also,  I  believe,) 
which  proved  to  be  hydrocele. 
The  water  was  first  simply  dis- 
charged, and  in  a  few  months  after- 
wards the  operation  for  permanent 
cure  by  injection  was  performed, 
and  he  had  no  trouble  from  it  after- 
wards. Another  trouble  now  suc- 
ceeded, which  was  a  papular  erup- 
tion, attended  with  great  heat  and 
itching.  This  occurred  chiefly  in 
the  warm  weather,  and  alternated 
with  his  dyspeptic  state  of  stomach 
during  the  warm  months,  almost 
continually  for  the  last  four  or  five 
years.  It  is  now  between  four  and 
five  years  since  he  began  to  feel 
very  intense  pain  in  his  toe,  though 
he  then  would  frequently  have  res- 
pites of  a  month  or  more  at  a  time, 
when  he  would  feel  nothing  of  it. 
But  for  the  last  three  years  he  has 
seldom  experienced  an  interval  of 
ease,  beyond  a  fev^^  days  at  a  time. 
In  accordance  with  the  advice  of 
an  eminent  surgeon,  the  corn  was 
removed  by  the  knife  about  two 
years  since.  During  the  healing  of 
the  wound  caused  by  this  operation, 
he  suffered  extreme  agony  for  the 
greater  part  of  the -time,  for  he 
was  unable  to  obtain  ease,  as  be- 
fore, by  walking.  It  is  proper  to 
remark  here,  that  whenever  the 
pain  threatened  him,  he  could  al- 
ways avert  it  for  the  time  by  walk- 
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ing  ;  and  however  severe  the  pain, 
it  was  always  mitigated  by  this 
exercise.  After  the  wound  of  the 
operation  had  healed,  the  toe  ap- 
peared perfectly  smooth  and  fair, 
vvithout  any  appearance  of  a  corny 
excrescence.  During  a  paroxysm, 
however,  there  would  be  a  slight 
redness  and  sometimes  a  little 
swelling.  The  paroxysms  usually 
lasted  from  two  to  eight  hours,  al- 
most always  commencing  at  even- 
ing, and  sometimes  continuing 
through  the  night,  the  pain  being 
most  excruciating  and  lancinating. 
The  following  day  he  would  go  out 
to  his  business,  and  remain,  while 
active  and  abroad,  free  from  pain 
the  whole  day  ;  but  at  night  the 
same  agonizing  scene  would  always 
be  repeated.  Though  his  consti- 
tution became  much  enfeebled  by 
these  nocturnal  paroxysms,  yet 
each  morning  would  bring  with  it 
freedom  from  pain,  and  a  conse- 
quent hope,  though  distant,  that  he 
should  not  be  again  subjected  to  the 
game  trials.  As  the  pain  was  al- 
ways confined  to  a  very  small  spot 
upon  the  toe,  he  entertained  the 
idea,  from  which  nothing  could  di- 
vert him,  that  if  the  toe  were  re- 
moved within  the  part  pained,  he 
should  certainly  be  relieved.  The 
pain,  however,  appeared  to  be  so 
connected  with  his  general  health, 
especially  taking  into  connexion  the 
effect  of  the  former  operation,  that 
it  did  not  seem  probable  to  any  of 
the  physicians  who  visited  him,  that 
amputation  would  cure  him.  He 
was  therefore  constantly  advised 
against  it,  though  it  is  not  to  be 
presumed  that  any  one  believed  his 
life  would  be  hazarded  by  so  sim- 
ple an  operation.  It  was  after  a 
continued  succession  of  miserable 
nights  like  those  above  described, 
that  he  called  on  me  early  one 
morning,  looking  haggard  and  worn 


out,  and  insisted  upon  some  relief, 
at  the  same  time  saying  that  there 
was  no  relief  for  him  but  amputa- 
tion, for  everything  else  known  had 
been  tried.  1  endeavored  still  fur- 
ther to  dissuade  him,  and  asked  for 
a  consultation  ;  but  this  he  refused, 
saying  that  he  had  determined  on 
amputation  of  the  toe,  and  it  must 
be  done  by  me  or  some  one  else 
that  day.  I  proposed  calling  on 
him  at  his  house  as  soon  as  conve- 
nient :  accordingly,  about  noon  I 
saw  him;  he  was  walking  the  room 
in  pain,  and  very  impatient  at  my 
delay,  and  when  I  informed  him 
that  I  had  come  without  my  instru- 
ments, hoping  he  might  have  altered 
his  mind,  he  desired  me  to  return 
for  them  as  soon  as  possible,  for 
his  determination  was  fixed,  and 
everything  else  would  be  ready* 
In  a  few  minutes  more  the  toe  was 
off.  The  w^ound  was  dressed,  with 
a  view  to  healing  by  the  first  inten- 
tion, and  so  far  as  the  toe  alone 
was  concerned,  everything  pro- 
gressed as  well  as  could  be  wished. 
It  healed  gradually,  but  naturally, 
with  but  little  pain  for  the  first 
two  days.  There  was  no  swelling 
or  inflammation  of  the  parts  above, 
at  any  time. 

On  the  third  day  the  dressings 
were  removed,  and  it  was  found 
that  union  had  taken  place  in  about 
two-thirds  of  the  viound,  and  the 
remainder  looked  healthy  and  well. 
He  began,  however,  to  feel  the  old 
pain  again  in  paroxysms  as  before, 
which  caused  considerable  despon- 
dency ;  yet  he  clung  to  the  hope, 
that  when  it  was  healed  up  all 
would  be  well.  During  the  inter- 
vals of  the  paroxysms,  which  (the 
paroxysms)  indeed  were  '  shorter 
than  usual,  his  spirits  were  pretty 
good,  and  he  occupied  himself  in 
planning  his  work,  and  giving  di- 
rections to  those  he  employed. — 
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He  was  a  rigger,  and  a  perfectly 
temperate  man. — His  appetite 
and  general  health  seemed  pretty 
good,  and  he  appeared  to  enjoy 
the  visits  of  his  friends.  We 
were  under  no  apprehensions  that 
he  would  do  otherwise  than  well, 
when,  about  noon,  on  the  sixth 
day  from  the  operation,  he  was 
suddenly  attacked  with  a  violent 
ague,  which  lasted  nearly  an  hour. 
I  had  visited  him  in  the  morning, 
and  found  him  as  well  as  usual. 
Soon  after  the  chill  bad  left  him 
I  saw  him.  He  appeared  ex- 
ceedingly restless  and  uneasy,  and 
like  one  under  the  effects  of  fear; 
and  this  was  partly  the  case,  for 
the  ague  caused  alarming  appre- 
hensions in  his  mind  ;  bis  skin  was 
rather  warmer  than  natural,  but 
not  very  hot,  and  little  or  no 
sweating  ensued.  There  was 
great  thirst  and  dry  tongue;  pulse 
not  much  above  natural.  On 
inquiry  respecting  the  toe,  I  found 
him  free  from  anxiety  about  it ; — 
other  things,  he  observed,  were 
now  of  more  consequence  ;  he  had 
felt  no  pain  or  uneasiness  from 
it,  nor  was  it  at  all  inflamed  ; 
from  that  time  our  attention  wOiS 
not  again  called  to  the  toe,  except 
by  curiosity.  The  first  night  af- 
ter the  ague  he  passed  with  much 
restlessness  and  jactitation.  The 
next  day,  in  the  morning,  he  ap- 
peared a  little  more  comfortable; 
but  in  the  afternoon  he  became 
somewhat  drowsy,  and  before  the 
next  morning  he  was  quite  coma- 
tose. This  state  continued  until 
the  following  day,  in  the  afternoon 
of  which  he  expired  without  a 
groan. 

It  was  with  some  difficulty 
permission  was  obtained  to  exa- 
mine the  body.  Time  was  not 
allowed  to  examine  any  part  but 
the  head.    The  toe  appeared  al- 


most entirely  healed  ;  the  healthy 
processes  going  on  as  in  any  ordi- 
nary wound.  On  removing  the 
dura  mater,  the  whole  surface  of 
both  hemispheres  of  the  cerebrum 
appeared  as  if  covered  with  a 
thick  layer  of  jelly.  There  was, 
in  fact,  an  infiltration  of  serum  in 
the  pia  mater,  and  the  arachnoid 
was  raised  throughout  almost  its 
whole  extent,  by  the  same  fluid 
distending  its  cells.  No  other 
morbid  appearance  presented  in 
the  brain,  unless  it  were  that 
there  was  more  water  than  ordi- 
nary in  the  ventricles  ;  of  this 
there  was  somo  doubt. 

On  inquiry,  it  was  ascertained 
that  for  several  years  past  he  had 
complained  a  good  deal  of  dizzi- 
ness in  his  head;  so  much  so,  that 
his  friends  well  knew  that  he 
would  not  trust  himself  upon  those 
heights  which,  in  the  younger  part 
of  his  life,  he  used  to  mount  with- 
out fear. 

The  question  very  naturally 
occurs,  whether  the  operation 
were  the  cause  of  his  death  ? 
That  it  was  not,  directly ,  is  cer- 
tain ;  that  it  might  have  been  so 
remotely  is  more  probable  ;  nor  do 
I  readily  see  any  reason  why  a 
fatal  termination  should  ensue  in 
this  particular  case,  any  more 
than  in  any  ordinary  amputation. 
That  the  system  did  not  directly 
sympathize  with  the  wound  caused 
by  the  operation,  seems  to  me 
also  certain  ;  for  the  usual  fatal 
symptom  of  the  sympathy  of  the 
system  with  wounds,  is  tetanus  ; 
this  did  not  occur,  and  is  indeed 
an  uncommon  occurrence  among 
us.  If  fever,  even  in  slight  de- 
gree, is  ever  the  consequence  of 
wounds,  it  is  when  they  become 
inflamed  or  unhealthy  in  their  pro- 
gress ;  neither  of  which  happened 
in  this  instance.    It  seems  to  ma 
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the  most  probable  supposition, 
taking  in  connexion  the  symptoms 
which  occurred,  that  the  opera- 
tion produced,  in  some  mysterious 
manner  which  has  never  yet  been 
satisfactorily  explained,  a  deposi- 
tion of  purulent  matter  in  some  of 
the  internal  and  important  organs 
of  the  body.  I  regret  exceeding- 
ly that  the  examination  could  not 
have  been  carried  into  the  other 
cavities,  to  ascertain  this  point. 
Many  cases  are  on  record  illus- 
trative of  this  subject,  and  some 
have  recently  come  to  my  know- 
ledge, through  the  public  journals, 
so  nearly  allied  to  this  in  their 
progress  and  effects,  that  we  can 
hardly  suppose  the  fatal  results 
to  depend  on  different  causes. 
One  particularly  has  arrested  my 
attention.  It  was  communicated 
by  William  Lawrence,  Esq.,  who 
states  that  death  occurred  after 
the  operation  for  removing  a  loose 
cartilage  from  the  knee.  In  this 
instance  there  was  discovered  a 
similar  alteration  of  the  arachnoid 
membrane  by  serous  effusion  un- 
der it,  accompanied  with  a  small 
deposition  of  pus  in  one  of  the 
convolutions  of  the  brain. 

A  very  interesting  paper  on 
phlebitis,"  by  Mr.  Arnott,  has 
also  recently  appeared.  It  was 
read  before  the  Medico-Chirurgi- 
cal  Society  of  London.  In  this, 
several  cases  are  given  of  the 
occurrence  of  abscesses  and  in- 
flammation in  various  organs,  as 
the  liver,  lungs,  &c,,  from  ampu- 
tations or  injuries  of  remote  parts. 
Although  we  may  not  accord  with 
all  the  reasoning  in  this  paper, 
yet  the  facts  are  not  the  less  in- 
teresting. Mr.  A.  considers  that 
abscesses  and  inflammation  which 
take  place  in  remote  situations 
after  injuries  of  the  extremities, 
are  dependent  on  phlebitis  in  the 


part  originally  affected.  He  does 
not  regard  the  effect  as  metasta- 
sis ;  but  proposes  something  to  my 
mind  fully  as  unphilosophical  and 
unsatisfactory  as  the  doctrine  of 
metastasis,  viz.,  that  these  depo- 
sitions are  the  effect  of  change 
induced  in  the  blood  by  mixture 
with  pus,  or  other  inflammatory 
secretions  circulated  in  the  blood- 
vessels. But  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  only  reasonable  supposition  on 
this  point  is,  that  a  similarity  of 
action  may  be  communicated 
through  the  medium  of  the  nerves, 
from  one  part  of  the  body  to  ano- 
ther ;  and  it  is  singular  that  the 
idea  did  not  occur  that  it  is  not 
the  mere  presence  of  a  quantity 
of  pus  in  any  organ,  or  part  of  the 
body,  which  constitutes  an  ab- 
scess, but  it  must  be  surrounded 
with  a  secreting  surface  for  ge- 
nerating pus. 

I  beg  you  to  pardon.  Sir,  this 
digression,  in  a  paper  which  I  fear 
has  already  exhausted  your  pa- 
tience. 

With  much  respect, 
I  am,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 
Z.  B.  Adams. 

Boston,  Feb.  27,  1829. 


II. 

On  the  Emploijment  of  Tartar  Eme- 
tic in  Diseases. 

In  one  of  the  November  numbers 
of  the  Gazette  de  Sante,  we  And 
the  following  summary  of  what  is 
at  present  known  relative  to  the 
employment  of  tartar  emetic  a 
haute  dosej  in  the  treatment  of 
diseases. 

1.  Taitarized  antimony  admi- 
nistered internally,  in  quantity  of 
from  eight  grains  a  day  to  that  of 
a  scruple,  of  one  or  even  several 
drachms,  is  not  a  poison  ;  it  is 
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even  never  followed  by  bad  ef- 
fects, except  in  a  very  limited 
number  of  cases,  where  its  use 
was  manifestly  contraindicated. 

2.  Whether  it  could  be  borne 
or  not  by  the  patient,  it  did  not 
produce  inflammation  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  stomach 
and  intestines.  When  there  ex- 
isted indications  of  this  phlegma- 
sia, such  as  redness  of  the  tongue, 
pain  in  the  epigastrium,  diarrhoea, 
&c.,  these  symptoms  have  been 
frequently  seen  to  disappear  dur- 
ing its  employment.  {Laennec, 
Delourmel,  Meriadec  Laennec^  La- 
garde^  Fontanelle.)  When  the 
patients  died,  the  alimentary  ca- 
nal was  ordinarily  found  free  from 
alteration,  and  the  internal  mem- 
brane pale  or  slightly  injected. 
(JMeriadec  Laennec^  Strombio^  ^c.) 

3,  Tartarized  antimony,  in 
large  doses,  is  a  powerful  remedy 
m  peripneumony.  It  is  very  use- 
ful, either  as  an  auxiliary  to  ve- 
nesection, or  as  the  only  curative 
means,  when  sanguineous  deple- 
tion has  failed  to  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  the  disease,  or  when  it 
has  not  been  deemed  advisable 
to  have  recourse  to  this  measure. 

M.  Peschier  has  cured  all  his 
patients,  with  one  exception, 
without  bloodletting,  by  the  use 
of  tartar  emetic  alone.  M.  Wolff 
has  employed  it  successfully  in 
ten  cases,  which  are  all  that  he 
has  treated.  M.  Palais  in  one  ; 
M.  P(;ato  in  two  ;  M.  Rosari  in 
fifty-two  out  of  sixty-one  cases  in 
his  civil  clinique,  and  fifteen  out 
of  sixteen  in  his  military  clinique. 

In  regard  to  the  peripneumo- 
nies,  in  which  sanguineous  deple- 
tion and  tartarized  antimony  were 
concurrently  employed,  the  fol- 
lowing is^the  general  result.  Ro- 
sari cured,  in  his  civil  clinique, 
four  hundred  and  forty-four  out  of 


six  hundred  and  two  ;  he  lost  one 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  ;  making  a 
mortality  of  twenty-two  per  cent. 
In  his  military  clinique,  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  out  of  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  were  cured; 
twenty  six  died  ;  mortality  four- 
teen per  cent.  M.  Laennec,  out 
of  fifty-seven  cases4ost  two,  being 
rather  less  than  one  in  twenty- 
eight.  M.  Ambroise  Laennec 
lost  three  out  of  forty  cases,  mak- 
ing a  proportion  of  one  in  thirteen. 
M.  Bang,  two  out  of  forty-five, — 
mortality,  one  in  twenty-two.  In 
the  greater  number  of  these  cases, 
the  tartarized  antimony  did  not 
excite  vomiting,  or  at  least  only 
in  the  commencement  of  its  admi- 
nistration ;  in  others,  it  could  not 
be  borne  at  any  period  of  the  dis- 
ease, without  this  circumstance 
having  always  opposed  an  obstacle 
to  the  curet 

4.  Articular  rheumatism  is, 
next  to  pneumonia,  the  inflamma- 
tory affection  in  which  tartariz- 
ed antimony,  in  large  doses,  has 
been  most  successfully  employed. 
Among  a  great  number  of  cases 
treated  by  M.  Laennec,  this  pro- 
fessor found,  that  under  the  influ- 
ence of  this  treatment  the  medium 
duration  of  the  disease  was  from 
seven  to  eight  days.  Of  thirteen 
cases  collected  in  his  clinique, 
the  tartarized  antimony  was  evi- 
dently very  beneficial  in  eight  ;  it 
was  useless  in  two,  injurious  in 
one,  and  of  doubtful  success  in 
two.  {Meriadec  Laennec.)  M. 
Honore  cured,  by  means  of  it,  four* 
out  of  five  cases  of  acute  articu- 
lar rheumatism.  (Lagarde.)  Of 
fifteen  cases  cited  by  M.  Delour- 
mel,  thirteen  were  cured  by  the 
same  remedy.  The  Observatore 
di  Napoli  contains  six  other  cases 
of  cure,  two  of  which  were  pub- 
lished by  Dr.  Spadafora. 
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5.  Tartarized  antimony  has 
been  given  in  some  other  affec- 
tions, but  thus  far  the  number  of 
patients  has  been  too  limited  to 
inspire  entire  confidence  in  the 
results  obtained. 

M.  Laennec  cured  by  this  re- 
medy one  case  of  arachnitis^  three 
of  acute  hydrocephalus  J  one  phle- 
bitis^ three  of  chorea^  and  two  of 
angina.  M.  Ambroise  Laennec 
has  succeeded,  by  means  of  it,  in 
two  cases  of  idiopathic  tetanus  ; 
M.  Recamier  in  four  cases  of 
acute  pulmonary  catarrh;  M.  Fon- 
tanelles  in  one  case  of  icterus. 

6.  Among  the  other  diseases  in 
which  the  remedy  in  question  has 
been  tried,  there  are  several 
cases  in  which  it  produced  no 
well  marked  advantage,  and  some 
in  which  it  was  prejudicial.  M. 
Laennec  has  observed  that  it 
speedily  arrested  the  Inflammato- 
ry orgasm  in  pleurisy;  but  that  it 
did  not  accelerate  the  absorption 
of  the  extravasated  fluid  which 
was  its  consequence.  Of  eleven 
cases  of  apoplexy,  six  were  cured; 
but  as  this  professor  made  use  of 
bloodletting  at  the  same  time,  it 
is  uncertain  what  share  is  attribu- 
table to  the  tartarized  antimony. 
(Meriadec  Laennec.)  In  one  case 
of  rheumatism^  and  in  another  of 
gout^  it  was  evidently  injurious. 
{Meriadec  Laennec.)  Its  employ- 
ment in  semi-paralytic  mental  alien- 
ation has  not  been  followed,  in 
general,  by  any  success.  (Bayle.) 

JHonthly  Med.  Journ. 


III. 

THE  C^SARIAN  SECTION, 

Cicatrization  of  the   Uterus  after 
this  Operation. 

[In  the  anatomical  museum  of  the 
University  of  Bonn,  there  is  preserv- 


ed a  uterus,  taken  by  Dr.  Velten 
from  the  body  of  a  woman  on  whom 
he  had  performed  the  CcEsarean  sec- 
tion in  March,  1813, — eight  years 
before  her  death.  The  wound  in 
the  parietes  is  perfectly  cicatrized, 
and  the  cicatrix  perfectly  distinct, 
being,  on  the  inside,  about  two  and 
a  half  lines  in  length. 

This  rare  and  interesting  opera- 
tion has  been  recently  performed  in 
the  Hospital  of  Santa  Maria  at  Flo- 
rence. As  it  is  a  case  of  great  inte- 
rest, was  performed  by  a  tyro  in  the 
noble  art,  and  the  first  operation  of 
the  kind  in  that  hospital  which  has 
been  successful,  we  give  a  full  histo- 
ry of  the  case  from  the  Medico-Chi- 
rurgical  Review.] 

Eg.  Zanobini,  23  years  of  age, 
of  weak  constitution,  rickety  and 
deformed,  entered  on  the  holy 
state  of  matrimony,  contrary  to 
the  advice  of  her  medical  and 
other  friends.  Six  months  after 
marriage  she  became  pregnant, 
and  on  the  11th  of  May,  1827, 
being  near  the  completion  of  the 
ninth  month  of  utero-gestation, 
she  was  seized  with  labor-pains, 
but  unaccompanied  by  any  expul- 
sive efforts.  In  twenty-four  hours 
the  waters  burst;  but  the  midwife 
delayed  sending  for  a  surgeon, 
thinking  the  protraction  of  delive- 
ry was  owing  to  the  circumstance 
of  its  being  a  first  accouchment. 
At  the  expiration  of  forty-eight 
hours.  Dr.  Lotti  was  summoned, 
and  found  that  the  superior  aper- 
ture of  the  pelvis  was  too  small 
to  permit  the  descent  of  the  head. 
The  patient  was  therefore  con- 
veyed to  the  Santa  Maria  Hospi- 
tal, at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon 
of  May  13th,  and  placed  in  the 
ward  of  St.  Philippe.  Professor 
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An(irini  examined  the  parts,  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  no- 
thing but  the  Caesarian  operation 
offered  any  chance  of  success. 
Several  other  professors  and  sur- 
geons came  into  consultation,  and 
were  of  the  same  opinion.  The 
operation  being  determined  on, 
the  head-dresser  of  the  hospital, 
(le  premier  eleve  interne  en  chi- 
rurgie,)  M.  Tassinari,  proceeded 
to  the  task.  An  incision  directly 
over  the  linea  alba  was  made,  be- 
tween the  umbilicus  and  pubes, 
and  then  the  tendinous  fibres  were 
divided,  till  the  peritoneum  was 
exposed.  This  last  was  opened 
by  means  of  scissors,  and  the 
opening  in  it  enlarged  by  tearing 
the  membrane  with  the  fingers,  to 
the  extent  of  the  external  inci- 
sion. The  uterus  was  next  in- 
cised, from  the  fundus  to  near  the 
cervix.  The  foetus  was  then 
seized  by  the  feet,  and  readily 
extracted.  A  very  slight  trac- 
tion on  the  umbilical  cord  served 
to  remove  the  placenta.  The 
wound  was  brought  together,  se- 
cured by  sutures,  and  covered 
with  lint.  The  patient  was  put 
to  bed,  and  an  anodyne  draught 
exhibited.  At  six  in  the  evening, 
there  were  signs  of  approaching 
reaction  and  inflammation,  and 
twelve  ounces  of  blood  were  ex- 
tracted, which  was  repeated  at 
midnight.  Next  morning,  (14th 
of  May,)  the  pulse  was  very  high, 
and  a  third  venesection  was  em- 
ployed. At  2,  P.  M.,  vomiting 
came  on,  but  was  stopped  by  the 
exhibition  of  iced  drink.  At  11 
o'clock  the  abdomen  was  much 
swelled,  and  the  fever  very  high, 
with  sanguineous  discharges  from 
the  vagina  and  suppression  of 
urine.  Bled  again  to  six  ounces  ; 
catheter  introduced,  but  no  water 
drawn  off ;  laxative  eneaia.  1 5th. 


— The  constipation  and  ischuria 
continue  ;  fever  intense  ;  enema- 
ta  ;  another  venesection.  16th. 
— The  symptoms  are  improved  ; 
the  fever  reduced  ;  the  abdomen 
less  tense  ;  the  lochia  flowing  co- 
piously. The  urine  has  again  ap- 
peared, and  the  patient  has  slept. 
17th. — An  aggravation  of  the  ge- 
neral and  local  symptoms  :  ano- 
ther venesection.  The  symptoms 
now  became  more  favorable.  On 
the  21st  the  dressings  were  re- 
moved, in  the  presence  of  all  the 
professors  who  had  assisted  at  the 
operation,  and  the  whole  line  of 
incision  was  found  to  be  united, 
except  a  very  small  portion  at  the 
inferior  angle,  where  a  piece  of 
lint  had  been  introduced  between 
the  lips.  On  the  7th  of  June  the 
patient  was  able  to  get  out  of  bed, 
and  was  discharged  from  the  hos- 
pital, cured,  on  the  16th  of  the 
same  month. 

The  foregoing  operatFon,  au- 
thenticated as  to  its  success,  be- 
yond the  slightest  doubt  or  cavil, 
does  great  credit  to  the  juvenile 
operator. 


IV. 

RESTORATION  OP   THE  URETHRA. 

Case  in  which  the  Reproduction  of 
this  Canal  was  safely  effected,  as 
suggested    by    Mr.  Charles 
Bell.     Reported  by  Mr.  S. 
Green,  for  the  London  Medi- 
cal Gazette. 
In  1813,  I  was  sent  for  to  the  as- 
sistance of  a  medical  friend,  in  the 
neighborhood    of  Colebrookdale, 
whose  patient,  a  boy,  aged  about 
11,  had  fallen  down  a  coal-pit,  up- 
wards of  30  fathoms  deep.  His 
fall  had  been  broken  by  his  catch- 
ing at  the  descending  rope  as  he 
fell,  but  he  came  with  great  force 
with  his  legs  astride  the  iron  han- 
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die  of  the  basket*  at  the  bottom 
of  the  pit.  When  I  saw  the  boy, 
two  days  had  intervened  from  the 
time  of  the  accident  ;  he  was  then 
in  a  high  state  of  fever  ;  there  was 
great  distension  and  extreme  ten- 
derness of  the  belly,  and  he  had  not 
been  able  to  pass  any  urine.  The 
perineum  was  much  swollen,  in- 
flamed, and  extremely  painful. 
He  had  been  bled,  and  this  opera- 
tion was  now  repeated  to  the  ex- 
tent of  16  ounces.  I  immediately 
made  an  incision  in  the  linea  alba, 
midway  between  the  umbilicus  and 
pubes,  and  pushed  forward  a  tro- 
char  into  the  bladder.  The  urine 
immediately  flowed,  and  previous 
to  its  evacuation  I  introduced 
through  the  canula  a  flexible  oeso- 
phagus tube,  to  ensure  a  constant 
draining  from  the  bladder.  Fo- 
mentations and  poultices  were  kept 
constantly  applied  to  the  perineum, 
and  some  purgative  medicines  were 
given.  The  boy  was  left  compa- 
ratively comfortable  ;  every  care 
was  taken  of  him,  but  the  inflam- 
mation of  the  perineum  increased, 
and  terminated  in  gangrene,  which 
ultimately  sloughed  off. 

During  this  process,  the  flexible 
tube  was  by  accident  withdrawn  ; 
it  was,  however,  reintroduced,  but 
not  without  some  difficulty  :  al- 
though it  became  exceedingly  flac- 
cid, it  answered  the  purpose  of  a 
constant  drain  for  the  urine  very 
well.  The  introduction  of  a  ca~ 
theter  per  urethram^  or  the  admi- 
nistration of  a  clyster,  previous  to 
the  sloughing,  had  been  quite  pre- 
cluded by  the  state  of  the  parts. 
On  the  slough  coming  away,  an 
immense  gap  was  the  consequence. 


*  The  term  given  to  the  wooden  ma- 
chine by  which  the  coals  are  sent  up  the 
pit,  one  of  which  is  usually  at  the  top  un- 
loading, whilst  the  other  is  being  filled  at 
the  bottom. 


for  with  it  the  whole  of  the  scro- 
tum, great  part  of  the  perin  urn, 
corpora  spongiosa,  and  nearly  three 
inches  of  the  urethra,  were  sepa- 
rated, together  with  a  portion  of 
the  prostate.  The  testicles  were 
left  hanging  bare,  while  the  vesical 
opening  of  the  urethra,  the  remain- 
ing portion  of  the  prostate,  the  ure- 
ters, the  fundus  of  the  bladder,  and 
about  four  inches  of  the  anterior 
portion  of  the  rectum,  were  ex- 
posed, and  but  little  of  the  anterior 
part  of  the  sphincter  ani  was  left. 
Here  was  a  fine  opportunity  of  at- 
tempting to  establish  a  reproduc- 
tion of  the  urethra,  as  suggested 
by  Charles  Bell.  The  boy  was 
young,  and  in  excellent  health,  save 
the  effects  of  the  accident.  As 
soon  as  the  parts  were  a  little  clean, 
a  catheter  was  introduced  at  the 
glans  penis,  and  carried  forwards, 
and  again  introduced  into  the  vesi- 
cal portion  of  the  urethra  in  the 
prostate  (from  which  the  urine 
could  be  seen  issuing)  into  the  blad- 
der. The  flexible  tube  in  the  ab- 
domen was  now  withdrawn,  and 
considerable  hopes  of  the  boy's  re- 
covery were  entertained.  This 
immense  hollow  gradually  became 
filled  with  granulations,  which  gra- 
dually spread  over  the  catheter, 
which,  being  frequently  a  little 
withdrawn,  turned,  and  replaced, 
an  artificial  passage  was  soon  es- 
tablished. After  this,  nothing  more 
than  general  means  were  resorted 
to,  or  required,  as  the  patient  con- 
tinued to  go  on  improving,  and  got 
well  much  sooner  than  could  have 
been  reasonably  anticipated,  from 
the  great  destruction  of  parts.  I 
knew  him  for  several  years  after- 
wards well  in  bodily  health  :  he 
had  no  venereal  power,  little  or  no 
influence  in  restraining  his  urine, 
and  but  little  control  over  his  fecu- 
lent evacuations. 
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SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


ENDERMIC  MEDICATION. 

Some  singular  Instances  of  the  Ef- 
fects of  this  31ode  of  Treatment. 

In  a  late  number  of  the  Edinburgh 
Journal  is  noticed  a  work  of  M. 
Lambert's  on  this  subject,  and  some 
striking  instances  are  detailed  of  the 
effect  of  this  kind  of  practice.  It 
appears  that  the  only  substances 
which  have  received  a  full  trial,  are 
strychnine,  morphine,  and  kina. 
The  mode  of  making  the  application, 
as  is  probably  known  to  our  readers, 
is  to  raise  the  cuticle  by  a  blister, 
and  introduce  the  solution,  powder, 
or  ointment,  as  the  case  may  be,  be- 
neath it.  Twelve  cases  are  record- 
ed in  which  the  morphine  was  em- 
ployed in  this  way, — four  of  tetanus, 
two  of  chronic  bronchitis,  an  anoma- 
lous affection  of  the  stomach  and  in- 
testines, a  case  of  scirrhous  uterus, 
three  of  rheumatism,  and  one  of  scia- 
tica. The  specific  effect  of  morphine 
is,  as  might  naturally  be  expected, 
to  allay  pain,  all  kinds  of  which 
it  removes  as  it  were  by  enchant- 
ment. The  quantity  to  be  used  as  a 
commencing  dose  is  one-sixteenth  of 
a  grain,  to  be  gradually  increased  to 
one  or  two  grains.  The  curative 
action  of  strychnine  consists  in  the 
removal  of  paralysis.  Two  cases  of 
palsy  from  lead  are  given  in  which 
it  effected  a  cure,  when  introduced 
by  the  skin.  In  a  third  case  it  caused 
tetanus,  which  was  removed,  as  above 
stated,  by  morphine.  The  effects  of 
sulphate  of  kina  are  described  as 
they  were  exhibited  in  a  case  of 
quartan  ague.     The  sulphate  was 


tried  internally  for  eight  or  ten  days, 
without  effect.  Its  external  use  was 
then  commenced,  but  with  scarcely 
more  success  on  the  four  succeeding 
paroxysms.  The  fifth  was  arrested, 
however,  by  applying  the  sulphate 
only  twelve  minutes  before  its  ex- 
pected approach.  On  the  return  of 
the  disease  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight, 
the  remedy  entirely  failed  of  produc- 
ing any  effect.  Whether  M.  Lam- 
bert has  any  other  evidence  of  the 
good  effect  of  the  endermic  treatment 
than  is  afforded  by  these  cases,  we 
are  not  informed  ;  but  we  think  much 
more  substantial  proof  of  its  efficacy 
is  requisite,  before  there  is  nuich 
probability  of  its  introduction  into 
general  use.  Those  practitioners 
who  are  thus  willing  to  institute  ex- 
tensive experiments  with  new  reme- 
dies, certainly  deserve  the  gratitude 
of  the  public  ;  and  although  they  may 
fail  in  establishing  the  reputation  of 
the  articles  tried,  such  investigations 
can  hardly  be  pursued  without  lead- 
ing to  .some  interesting  conclusion, 
and  adding  som.e  valuable  facts  to 
the  stores  of  medical  science. 


CALOMEL. 

Its  Effects  in  the  green  Stools  of 
Children. 

A  WKiTER  in  the  last  London  Med. 
and  Phys.  Journal,  thinks  calomel 
too  much  and  too  indiscriminately 
used  in  the  complaints  of  children. 
If,  when  the  stools  are  white  or  clay- 
colored,  indicating  a  deficiency  of 
bile,  calomel  restores  the  secretion, 
what  reason  can  there  be  in  admi- 
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nistering  this  medicine  when  green 
stools  show  a  superabundance  of  bile. 
In  these  latter  cases,  the  author  has 
not  found  the  usual  practice  of  giving 
calomel  to  be  followed  by  any  bene- 
fit ;  he  rather  depends  on  subcarbo- 
nate  of  soda  and  rhubarb. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

The  Use  of  Incisions  and  other  new 
Modes  of  Treatment  in  this  Dis- 
ease. 

Dr.  Johnson  has  introduced,  in  the 
January  number  of  his  Journal,  some 
very  sensible  remarks  on  the  fashion- 
able modes  of  treating  this  disease. 
He  considers  the  indiscriminate  em- 
ployment of  incisions  to  be  at  once 
unnecessary  and  cruel,  since  by  far 
the  majority  of  cases  do  equally  well 
without  their  use,  and  the  pain  which 
the  operation  produces,  however  tri- 
fling it  may  seem  to  the  surgeon,  is 
matter  of  serious  import  to  the  pa- 
tient. He  admits,  however,  the  pro- 
priety of  employing  incisions  in  two 
varieties  of  the  disease,— first,  the 
phlegmonous  or  suppurating*  erysi- 
pelas ;  and,  secondly,  the  malignant 
variety,  in  which  the  cellular  sub- 
stance becomes  extensively  affected 
with  sloughing,  and  evinces  a  ten- 
dency to  gangrene.  In  this  case, 
incisions  should  be  made  before  the 
integument  becomes  affected,  in  or- 
der to  afford  an  outlet  for  the  putrid 
purulent  matter,  and  prevent  the  ex- 
tensive disorganization  of  the  cellu- 
lar tissue.  In  the  generality  of  cases, 
this  mode  of  practice  is  likely  to  do 
more  harm  than  good,  and  is  by  no 
means  advisable. 

*  For  some  considerations  on  this  sup- 
posed varieiy  of  erysipelas,  see  Dr.  Good 
on  this  disease. 


We  have  no  doubt  that  the  above 
remarks  are  founded  in  reason  and 
experience,  and  that  the  practice  al- 
luded to  has  been  too  indiscriminate- 
ly adopted.  Incisions,  however,  are 
not  the  only  heroic  remedy  which 
has  been  proposed  in  erysipelas.  A 
large  number  of  cases  have  been 
published  in  the  English  journals,  by 
Mr.  Higginbottom,  in  which  the  ni- 
trate of  silver,  applied  over  the  in- 
flamed surface,  checked  the  progress 
of  the  disease,  and  prevented  its  far- 
ther extension  ;  and  it  would  seem 
from  the  terms  in  which  the  article  is 
spoken  of,  that  it  may  be  regarded  a 
certain  cure  for  every  case  likely  to 
occur  in  practice.  That  these  cases 
are  correctly  reported,  we  make  no 
question  ;  but  they  by  no  means 
prove  the  propriety  of  introducing 
a  mode  of  treatment  necessarily  at- 
tended with  so  much  pain  to  the  pa- 
tient, into  constant  use.  We  were 
ourselves  induced  to  make  trial  of  it  in 
a  single  case,  and  the  event  by  no 
means  tempted  us  to  repeat  the  ex- 
periment. The  pain  produced  by 
the  application  was  very  severe,  and 
continued  for  several  hours,  during 
which  time  the  fever  evidently  in- 
creased. Vesication  followed  on  a 
portion  of  the  surface  which  was 
touched  ;  the  remaining  portion  was 
merely  indurated  and  discolored. 
Very  little  effect  was  produced  on 
the  specific  inflammation.  The  part 
to  which  the  nitrate  was  applied  lost, 
it  is  true,  its  erysipelatous  feel,  (its 
color,  of  course,  could  not  be  judged 
of,  after  the  application,)  and  the 
skin  was  left  dried  and  hard,  like 
a  piece  of  parchment.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  eruption  passed  the  boun- 
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dary  which  had  been  marked  out  for 
it,  trailed  along  to  the  neighboring 
parts,  and  before  it  was  arrested,  had 
affected  a  new  surface,  equal  in  ex- 
tent to  that  which  presented  itself 
when  the  caustic  was  applied.  It 
will  readily  be  believed  that  this  last 
was  allowed  to  remain  undisturbed 
by  any  new  or  fashionable  interfer- 
ence. 


HYDROPHOBIA. 

This  Disease  not  communi cable  from 
Sheep  to  other  Animals. 

Magendie's  Journal  gives  an  ac- 
count of  some  experiments  on  this 
subject.  Saliva  taken  from  two 
sheep,  affected  with  hydrophobia, 
was  inoculated  into  a  horse,  two 
dogs,  two  other  sheep,  and  a  lamb. 
Four  months  after,  none  of  the  ani- 
mals had  exhibited  any  symptom  of 
the  disease.  The  conclusion  drawn 
is,  that  this  disease  cannot  probably 
be  communicated  from  sheep  to  oth- 
er animals.  This  conclusion,  we 
apprehend,  should  be  received  with 
great  caution.  The  first  mentioned 
sheep  took  the  disease  from  a  dog, 
and  it  will  require  stronger  proof 
than  the  above  to  convince  us  that 
the  power  of  communicating  it,  be  it 
greater  or  less,  is  not  reciprocal. 


PHLEBITIS. 

An  Account  of  some  of  the  melancho- 
ly Consequences  of  Venesection. 

As  everything  relating  to  the  conse- 
quences of  venesection  must  be  in- 
teresting to  the  medical  practitioner, 
we  venture  to  lay  before  our  readers 
a  short  account  of  a  somewhat  re- 
markable case,  reported  in  the  March 
number  of  the  Med.  and  Phys.  Journal. 


The  patient,  a  robust  laborer,  was 
bled  at  St.  George's  Hospital,  in  con- 
sequence of  injury  received  by  a  fall. 
Some  inconvenience  immediately 
followed  the  operation,  but  not 
enough  to  induce  him  to  direct  at- 
tention to  it,  although  he  manifested 
so  much  febrile  affection  as  to  lead 
a  practitioner  who  was  called  to  him, 
and  who  was  not  made  acquainted 
with  the  fact  of  the  first  bleeding,  to 
open  a  vein  in  the  other  arm.  It 
was  not,  therefore,  until  the  sixth 
day  after  the  operation  that  the  arm 
was  examined.  The  orifice  had  ap- 
parently united,  in  part,  by  the  first 
intention,  but  there  was  now  much 
inflammation  round  it,  with  general 
tumefaction,  extending  to  the  shoul- 
der, and  an  irritable  condition  of  the 
wound  itself.  The  pain  on  pressure 
was  very  acute.  He  was  at  once 
bled  in  the  left  arm  ;  leeches  were 
ordered  to  the  part,  to  be  followed 
by  fomentation  and  poultice,  and 
general  antiphlogistic  treatment  ad- 
hered to. 

The  next  day,  (the  seventh  from 
the  first  bleeding,")  the  pain  was 
somewhat  relieved,  but  the  symp- 
toms, both  local  and  general,  were 
more  alarming.  The  tongue  was 
covered  with  a  dark  coat ;  skin  dry ; 
urine  high  colored ;  countenance 
anxious  ;  pulse  120.  He  complained 
of  painful  throbbing  in  the  axilla, 
and  there  was  increased  tumefaction 
and  sensibility  in  the  whole  neigh- 
borhood of  the  shoulder.  Local 
depletion  was  again  ordered. 

The  next  day  the  symptoms  had 
become  still  worse.  Pain  in  the  arm 
and  shoulder  was  intense.  There 
was  still  considerable  general  tume- 


252 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


faction.  The  axillary  region  was 
more  enlarged  than  the  day  before, 
with  an  obscure  sense  of  fluctuation. 
An  incision  was  made  into  this  part, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  pus  evacuat- 
ed. Great  relief  immediately  fol- 
lowed. 

The  next  day  the  patient  was  much 
worse.  The  discharge  from  the  ax- 
illa continued  ;  the  tumefaction  was 
trifling;  he  complained  of  shooting 
pains  running  down  the  arm,  from 
the  shoulder  to  the  forearm.  On 
examination,  the  whole  course  of  the 
cephalic  vein  was  marked  with  a 
reddened  line  of  inflammation,  so 
hardened  as  to  feel  like  a  cord  under 
the  skin,  and  very  sensible  to  pres- 
sure. The  pain  now  seemed  to  be 
confined  to  the  course  of  the  vein, 
and  eighteen  leeches  were  applied  to 
the  arm  \n  this  direction. 

The  next  day,  (the  tenth,)  the 
general  symptom.s  were  decidedly 
typhous.  A  discharge  of  thin,  sa- 
nious  pus,  with  a  fetid  odor,  was 
exuding  from  the  axilla,  and  a  secre- 
tion of  the  same  nature  weeping  from 
the  orifice  in  the  bend  of  the  arm. 
A  sense  of  fulness  and  stifl*ness  was 
felt  in  the  left  axilla,  similar  to  that 
which '  had  occurred  in  the  rigiit. 
From  this  day  he  sunk  rapidly ;  the 
wound  of  the  arm  and  axilla  assumed 
a  completely  livid  appearance  ;  the 
tumefiction  of  the  left  axilla  increas- 
ed ;  fluctuation  became  evident,  but 
the  tumor  was  not  opened,  for  he 
died  on  the  twelfth  day. 

On  examination,  the  orifice  in  the 
arm  was  found  opening  into  the  vein. 
There  was  not  the  slightest  appear- 
ance of  blood  in  the  cavity  of  the 
vessel ;  it  was  partially  filled  with 


purulent  matter  in  patches  like  clot- 
ted blood  ;  its  inner  coat  was  very 
red,  and  much  thickened  ;  its  general 
appearance  was  that  of  an  artery, 
rather  than  that  of  a  vein.  On  trac- 
ing it  towards  its  termination  in  the 
axillary  vein,  the  same  appearances 
were  observed  till  within  an  inch  of 
the  principal  trunk.  The  median 
basilic  and  basilic  showed  feeble 
traces  of  inflammatory  action. 

That  this  was  a  genuine  case  of 
phlebitis  consequent  on  venesection, 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt ;  yet,  as 
the  author  justly  remarks,  it  does  not 
appear  that  inflammation  of  the  vein 
formed  any  part  of  the  original  affec- 
tion. It  seems  to  have  commenced 
in  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  arm,  and 
to  have  communicated  itself  to  the 
vein  only  when  suppuration  had 
taken  place  ;  then  it  was  that  the 
vein  became  hardened,  and  the  whole 
train  of  symptoms  indicating  phlebitis 
made  their  appearance.  He  con- 
cludes, therefore,  that  the  inflamma- 
tion of  the  vein  was  produced  by  the 
insinuation  of  inflammatory  secretion 
from  the  adjoining  cellular  mem- 
brane ;  the  consequence  was  the  ef- 
fusion of  lymph,  and  an  admixture 
of  pus  with  the  circulating  fluid, 
which  produced  the  distressing  train 
of  secondary  putrescent  symptoms, 
and  the  consequent  loss  of  the  pa- 
tient. 

In  another  case,  reported  in  the 
London  Medical  Gazette  for  March 
23d,  the  inflammation  occurred  the 
day  after  bleeding,  and  was  accom- 
panied with  violent  attacks  of  epis- 
thotonos,  the  muscular  contractions 
being  so  forcible  as  to  bring  the  oc- 
ciput nearly  into  contact  with  the 
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heels.  The  arm  was  enveloped  in  a 
warm  bread  poultice,  and  an  opiate 
mixture,  containing  3ss.  tinct.  opii, 
was  directed  to  be  taken  every  hour. 
The  application  of  the  poultice  was 
followed  by  suppuration  at  the  ori- 
fice, the  swelling  subsided,  and  the 
tetanic  affection  yielded  to  six  doses 
of  the  mixture.  It  returned  in  a  few 
hours,  however,  and  the  same  mix- 
ture was  again  ordered,  together 
with  mercurial  inunction  to  the  spine. 
The  fits  ceased  soon  after  the  fric- 
tion was  commenced  ;  it  was  perse- 
vered in,  however,  and  followed  by 
severe  salivation.  This  case  did 
well.  The  patient  was  a  large  mus- 
cular woman,  about  26  years  of  age. 
A  third  case  is  reported  by  Dr.  Ro- 


bert Lee,  Physician  to  the  British 
Lying-in  Hospital.  An  inf^int,  four 
days  old,  was  attacked  with  severe 
erysipelas,  first  of  the  arms,  and  sub- 
sequently of  the  abdominal  integu- 
ment extending  to  the  thighs,  which 
proved  fatal  on  the  eighth  day.  On 
examination,  the  umbilical  vein,  from 
the  navel  to  the  liver,  was  found  to 
be  indurated  and  enlarged.  On  lay- 
ing it  open,  a  yellow-colored  purulent 
fluid  escaped,  and  the  whole  of  its 
internal  surface  was  found  lined  with 
a  layer  of  closely  adhering  lymph, 
which  extended  itself  to  its  principal 
branches.  The  coats  of  the  vein 
were  much  moVe  thickened  than  they 
are  usually  found  to  be  at  the  same 
period  after  birth. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JUNE  2,  1829. 


INTESTINAL  WORMS. 

31r,  Rhind^s  Treatise  on  this  impor- 
tant Subject. 

Some  very  valuable  practical  infor- 
mation on  this  subject  is  contained 
in  a  late  work  by  Mr.  Rhind,  of  the 
Royal  Medical  Society  of  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  R.  divides  intestinal  worms  into 
six  species, viz. : —  Trichoccplialus  dis- 
par,  or  long  thread-worm  ;  the  oxyu- 
vis  vermicuJaris,  or  common  thread- 
worm ;  the  oxyuris  angulata ;  the 
ascaris  lumbricoides,  or  round  worm  ; 
the  hothrioccphalus  latus,  or  broad 
tape-worm  ;  and  the  tcsnia  solium, 
or  common  tape-worm.  The  ^hird 
of  these  is  a  recently  discovered  spe- 
cies, and  derives  its  name  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  body  being  bent 
at  an  obtuse  angle.  It  is  much  larg- 
er than  the  common  thread-worm. 


being  about  two  inches  in  length, 
and  with  a  diameter  of  one-eighth  of 
an  inch  at  its  thickest  part. 

In  the  treatment  of  worms,  Mr.  R, 
thinks  two  objects  are  indicated,— 
first,  their  destruction  and  expulsion^ 
and,  subsequently,  the  removal  of 
that  slate  of  the  alimentary  canal 
which  mainly  contributes  to  their 
formation  and  continuance.  The 
remedies  which  have  at  different 
times  been  proposed  for  the  extirpa- 
tion of  worms,  are  almost  innumera- 
ble. In  1715,  Le  Clerc  enumerated 
350  of  these, — and  the  number  still 
in  use,  including  all  the  ingredients 
which  enter  into  popul^'  prescrip- 
tions, must  be  very  considerable. 
Mr.  Rhind  cuts  off  from  the  list  the 
whole  tribe  of  mechanical  anthelmin- 
tics, such  as  zinc,  tin-powder,  &c. 
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He  rejects,  for  the  most  part,  those 
articles  which  from  time  to  time  have 
been  regarded  as  specific,  and  con- 
fines his  attention  almost  wholly  to 
those  substances  which  act  through 
the  medium  of  a  cathartic  opera- 
tion. 

For  the  destruction  and  removal 
of  the  varieties  of  thread-worm,  which 
inhabit  chiefly  the  lower  colon  and 
rectum,  he  advises  a  compound  pow- 
der and  electuary,  which  were  em- 
ployed by  Bremser,  the  author  of  a 
German  treatise  on  this  subject,  and 
the  virtues  of  which  probably  depend 
on  their  containing  a  large  propor- 
tion of  jalap  and  sulphate  of  soda. 
An  injection,  containing  half  a 
drachm  of  aloes,  or  two  drachms  of 
oil  of  turpentine,  is  an  excellent  aux- 
iliary when  cathartics  have  been  em- 
ployed for  a  few  days.  Cold,  and 
even  iced  water,  have  been  used  in 
the  same  manner  with  good  success, 
as  the  worms  evince  a  peculiar  sen- 
sibility to  the  operation  of  this  agent. 
The  irritation  about  the  rectum, 
which  is  a  distressing  symptom  in 
this  form  of  the  disease,  is  best  re- 
lieved by  oleaginous  injections. 

The  plan  adopted  for  the  cure  of 
the  round  worm,  is  nearly  the  same 
as  that  above  described  ;  but  if  the 
oil  of  turpentine  be  used,  it  should 
be  given  by  the  mouth.  For  t£Enia, 
Mr.  Rhind,  in  common  with  most 
practitioners,  relies  almost  exclusive- 
ly on  this  latter  remedy,  lie  advises 
to  begin  with  small  doses,  increasing 
gradually,  and  continuing  its  use  for 
ten  or  twelve  days  at  a  time.  Its 
action  on  the  bladder  is  best  prevent- 
ed by  combining  it  with  other  laxa- 
tives, especially  castor  oil. 


Such  are  the  views  of  Mr.  Rhind 
on  this  important  subject.  They 
appear  to  have  been  formed  from 
extensive  experience,  and  are,  we 
doubt  not,  worthy  of  confidence: 
we  are  not  prepared,  however,  to 
follow  him  in  rejecting  all  those  arti- 
cles which  are  generally  regarded  as 
specifics  ;  for,  however  dangerous  it 
may  be  to  trust  to  popular  opinions, 
those  which  are  widely  diffused  have 
generally  some  foundation.  We 
have  been  in  the  habit  for  many 
years  of  prescribing  the  spigelia,  with 
general,  though  not  uniform,  success, 
in  the  two  most  common  forms  of 
intestinal  worms;  and  have  also 
found  calomel  efficacious,  when  given 
in  doses  by  no  means  sufficient  to 
produce  a  powerful  cathartic  opera- 
tion.   

IODINE. 

Iodine  regarded  as  a  Surgical  In- 
strurnent. 

In  a  late  work  on  diseased  joints  and 
other  subjects,  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  the 
external  use  of  this  article  is  strongly 
recommended  in  a  variety  of  local 
diseases.  Among  other  cases  in 
which  its  efficacy  was  manifested, 
was  one  of  diseased  hip,  in  a  scrofu- 
lous constitution,  which  had  resisted 
the  ordinary  remedies  ;  one  of  in- 
flamed finger-joint,  in  which  effusion 
appeared  to  have  taken  place  in  the 
synovial  cavity  ;  one  of  gangrenous 
extremity  from  wound  ;  one  of  bubo  ; 
two  of  fistula,  and  several  of  common 
inflammation  and  cancerous  affection 
of  the  mamma.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  same  article  produced  reunion  in 
a  limb  in  which  both  the  tibia  and 
fibula  had  been  fractured  about  ele- 
ven months  previous,  and  from  cir- 
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cumstances  could  not  then  be  retain- 
ed in  apposition.  In  this,  as  in  the 
other  cases,  the  tincture  of  iodine 
was  applied  daily  ;  the  parts  became 
stimulated  and  deposited  osseous 
substance,  union  of  the  fractured  ex- 
tremities followed,  and  in  four  months 
from  the  commencement  of  the  treat- 
ment the  patient  was  dismissed,  cured. 
In  fact,  this  one  remedy  seems  to 
have  proved,  in  the  hands  of  this 
fortunate  practitioner,  a  sort  of  pana- 
caea  for  human  suffering  ;  and  if  we 
may  confide  implicitly  in  his  animat- 
ed description  of  its  virtues,  the  sur- 
geon will  certainly  find  in  iodine  by 
far  the  most  potent  auxiliary  in  his 
labors  which  nature  or  art  has  yet 
been  able  to  furnish  him. 


Ossification  of  the  Vitreous  Hu- 
mor of  the  Eye. — In  the  museum  at 
Strasbourg,  a  human  eye  has  been 
recently  deposited  by  M.  Kuhn,  the 
vitreous  humor  of  which  is  in  a  state 
of  perfect  ossification.  The  person 
from  whose  body  it  was  taken  died 
of  inflammation  of  the  stomach,  at 
theage  of  70. — The  eye  is  the  only 
organ  of  sense  subject  to  ossifica- 
tion. A  cataract  is,  in  fact,  an  ap- 
proach to  this  state,  but  the  choroid 
membrane  is  the  part  which  most 
frequently  undergoes  this  change. 
Haller  states  that  he  has  seen  the 
retina  ossified,  and  Morgagni,  Scar- 
pa, Magendie,  and  Manoury,  bear 
testimony  to  similar  occurrences. 


Silver  obtained  from  the  Human 
Viscera. — A  case  is  related  by  Dr. 
Wedemeyer,  of  Hanover,  in  which  a 
patient  took  the  nitrate  of  silver 
eighteen  months  for  epilepsy.  The 
disease  was  overcome,  but  the  skin 
became  discolored.  The  patient 
soon  after  had  a  disease  of  the  liver, 
and  a  dropsy,  of  which  he  died.  On 
examination,  all  the  internal  viscera 
were  found  more  or  less  stained  of  a 
bluish  color ;  and  the  plexus  cho- 


roides  and  pancreas  being  subjected 
to  chemical  examination  by  Mr. 
Brande,  a  portion  of  silver  was  ob- 
tained in  a  metallic  state. 


Fracture  of  the  Neck  of  the  Thigh 
Bone. — In  his  description  of  the 
bones  of  the  lower  extremity,  Mr. 
Lizars  states  that  he  has  been  in- 
formed by  Professor  D'Zondi,  that 
several  instances  of  bony  union  of 
the  neck  of  the  os  femoris,  when 
fractured  within  the  joint,  have  fall- 
en under  his  observation. 


Phlegmonous  Erysipelas. — Two 
cases  of  this  disease  have  been  cured 
at  the  Hospice  de  I'Ecole,  at  Paris, 
by  simple  compression.  One  was  a 
female,  in  whom  one  leg  was  swol- 
len, painful,  of  a  brownish  red  color, 
and  had  the  boggy  feel  ;  all  which 
disappeared  by  the  use  of  bandages, 
though  the  patient  was  65  years  of 
age.  The  other  was  a  stout  man, — . 
a  much  more  severe  case,  affecting 
both  legs ;  bandaging  cured  him 
in  six  days. 


Poisoning  hy  Milk. — A  family  in 
this  city  have  been  recently  made 
sick  by  drinking  milk.  It  does  not 
appear  to  be  correctly  ascertained  to 
what  the  poisonous  quality  of  the 
milk  can  be  attributed,  though  it  is 
thought  it  must  have  been  impreg- 
nated with  copper  in  some  accident- 
al way.  The  family  are  all  recover- 
ed from  the  attack. 


The  Smallpox. — This  disease  is 
prevailing  extensively  at  Havana. 


REPORT  OP  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 
The  week  ending  May  21,  at  noon. 

Of  brain  fever,  2— consumption,  6 — carcino- 
ma uteri,  1 — drowned,  1 — disease  of  the  head, 
1 — hip  complaint,  1 — insane,  1 — infantile,  1 — 
inflammation  in  the  bowels,  1 — intemperance, 
1 — lung  fever,  1 — liver  complaint,  1 — old  age, 
1 — typhous  fever,  2 — unknown,  1.  Maies, 
10— females,  11.    Stillborn,  3.    Total,  24. 

Died— At  Paris,  on  the  30th  of  March 
Dr.  Samuel  F.  Ralston,  of  Philadelphia. 
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DENTAL  SURGERY. 
HIS  day  received  by  Benjamin  Per.- 


Street.,— A.  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GERY.   In  three  parts. 

1.  Dental  Surg-erj  as  a  Science. 
.  2.  Operative  Dental  Surg-ery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Dental 
Surgery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Dentist.  Denticum  curam  ha- 
beto  lit  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
dentibus  laxantiir  et  chylaceos  officina: ; 
hinc  mille  malorum  occasiones. — Baglivi 
XIII.  March  17. 

ep6w 

LONDON  STATIONARY,  &c. 

JUST  received  by  COTTONS  &  BAR- 
NAliD,  184  Washington  Street, 
Crown  and  Double  Crown  Tissue  Paper, 
large  thin  Bath  Letter  Paper;  Billet  Pa- 
mper, Demy  and  Royal  Bristol  Board,  do. 
do.  London  Board,  Newman's  Carmine, 
Music  Paper. 

COPY  of  Bloomfield's  Critical  Digest 
of  Sacred  Annotation  on  the  Gos- 
pels, 3  vols.  8vo.  The  most  learned 
Commentary  in  the  English  language." 
For  sale  by  COTTONS  &  BARNARD, 
184  VVashinslon  Street. 


CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 
r¥lHE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
JL  lance  for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  White's, 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical,  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 


mined, or  the  other  proper  measures  to  be 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express- 
ly disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.  This  machine  has  received 
the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston,  Feb.  6,  1829. 

NEW  BOOKS  FOR  CHILDREN. 

JUST  published  by  COTTONS  &  BAR- 
NARD, 184  Washington  Street. 
The  Waning  Moon,  by  the  author  of 
the  Rising  Sun  ;  The  While  Palfrey,  by 
the  author  of  Thomas  Mansfield  ;  The 
Kind  and  Plappy  Child,  by  the  author  of 
the  White  Palfrey,  &c. 

FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

GOTTONS  &  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  for  sale,  the  fol- 
lowing Water  Colors,  of  an  excellent 
quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  Lamber- 
tye,  (France,)  viz:  Bistre,  Raw  Cassel, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  Pink, 
Seppia,  Violet  Lake,  Carmined  Lake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prussian  Blue,  Mineral 
Blue,  Indigo,  Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, Gamboge,  Yellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  Italian  Earth, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth, 
Crocus  Martial,  Green  Lake,  Sanders 
Green,  Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prus- 
sian Green,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red, 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
Flake  White. 

Also — a  great  variety  of  Newman's,  Ac- 
kerman's,  Reeves's  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boxes  and  separate  cakes. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CONVERSA- 
TIONS. 

COTTONS  &  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  just  published, 
Sunday  School  ('onversations  on  some  of 
the  interesting  subjects  recorded  in  the 
New  Testament.  By  the  author  of  the 
Factory  Girl,  The  Badge,  James  Talbot, 
&c. 


Published  weekly,  by  Jo,hn  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  cornor  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  commuriiciitions  must  be  adilrossod,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

SIR  ASTLEY  COOPER. 

Biographical  Sketch  of  this  cele- 
brated Practitioner^  extracted 
from  the  Imperial  Magazine. 

Sir  Astley  Paston  Cooper  was 
born  on  the  23d  of  August,  1768. 
His  father,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Coop- 
er, D.  D.,  who  then  resided  at 
Great  Yarmouth,  in  Norfolk,  was 
rector  of  Yelverton  and  of  Morley, 
in  that  county;  and  his  mother  was 
the  daughter  and  heiress  of  James 
Barnsby,  Esq.,  of  Spottisham,  also 
in  Norfolk. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir,  who 
was  a  younger  son,  obtained  his 
baptismal  names  from  his  two  god- 
fathers. Sir  Jacob  Astley  and  Mr. 
Paston,  both  gentlemen  of  the  first 
distinction  in  the  county.  After 
receiving  a  private  education,  he 
was,  at  his  own  desire,  articled  to 
Mr.  Henry  Cline,  principal  sur- 
geon at  Guy's  and  St.  Thomas's 
Hospitals.  Under  such  an  able  in- 
structer,  and  with  the  advantage 
derived  from  the  practice  of  two 
great  medical  establishments,  an 
enterprising  and  intelligent  young 
man,  who  was  bent  upon  excelling 
in  his  profession,  could  not  fail  to 
acquire  distinction.  The  diligence, 
attention  and  acuteness  of  Mr. 
Cooper,  added  to  a  suavity  of  dis- 
position, and  a  commendable  de- 
gree of  patience,  rendered  him  no 
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less  a  favorite  with  the  patients'and 
students,  than  with  his  worthy  pre- 
ceptor. So  well  satisfied,  indeed, 
was  Mr.  Cline  with  the  steadiness 
and  ability  of  his  pupil,  that  he  en- 
trusted him  with  a  large  share  of 
hospital  practice,  even  in  cases  of 
the  most  intricate  nature.  The 
curators,  also,  were  equally  confi- 
dent in  him,  and  as  a  testimony  of 
their  approbation,  appointed  him, 
while  yet  very  young,  demonstrator 
of  anatomy  at  St.  Thomas's,  and 
assistant  surgeon  at  Guy's  Hospital. 
Mr.  Cline  being  thus,  in  a  great 
measure,  relieved  from  the  weight 
of  labor,  gradually  relinquished  the 
task  of  lecturing  to  Mr.  Cooper; 
and  this,  instead  of  lessening,  con- 
siderably increased  the  number  of 
pupils  at  the  hospital,  as  well  as 
auditors  in  the  theatre. 

In  the  year  1800,  Mr.  Cooper 
appeared  before  the  public  in  the 
character  of  a  discoverer  in  anato- 
my. This  was  in  a  communication 
to  the  Royal  Society,  of  an  impor- 
tant paper,  stating  the  effects  pro- 
duced on  the  organ  of  hearing,  by  a 
perforation  of  the  membrana  tym- 
pani,  commonly  called  the  drum  of 
the  ear.  It  had  hitherto  been  ge- 
nerally imagined,  that  such  an  ac- 
cident must  be  unavoidably  attend- 
ed with  deafness,  but  several  cases 
were  adduced,  all  concurring  in 
the  proof,  that  the  loss  of  this  fa- 
culty is  but  partial,  and  sometimes 
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SO  little,  as  to  produce  very  slight 
inconvenience.  A  perforation  of 
the  membrane  is  indicated  when 
air  or  smoke  can  be  drawn  from 
the  mouth  through  the  external  ear. 

Other  communications,  wholly 
of  an  experimental  nature,  free 
from  hypothesis,  and  drawn  up 
with  commendable  simplicity,  were 
made  Vo  the  same  learned  body  ;  in 
consequence  of  which,  on  the  18th 
of  February,  1802,  Mr.  Cooper 
was  unanimously  elected  a  member 
of  the  Royal  Society. 

In  the  same  year,  he  imparted 
to  the  editors  of  the  London  Medi- 
cal and  Physical  Journal,  some  in- 
teresting and  important  cases,  ac- 
companied with  a  descriptive  plate, 
exemplifying  an  improved  treat- 
ment of  popliteal  aneurism.  The 
celebrated  surgeon,  John  Hunter, 
first  contrived  a  plan  of  securing 
the  arteries  ;  but  his  method  some- 
times failed  in  practice,  on  which 
account  that  skilful  operator,  Mr. 
Abernethy,  directed  his  attention 
to  the  subject,  and  suggested  the 
application  of  two  ligatures  instead 
of  one,  and  afterwards  dividing  the 
vessel,  thereby  lessening  the  dan- 
ger of  hemorrhage.  Great  as  this 
improvement  was,  some  danger 
still  attended  it,  particularly  from 
the  effusion  of  blood.  Mr.  Cooper, 
therefore,  contrived  a  more  facile 
method  of  fastening  the  wounded 
artery,  by  an  eyed  probe  with  a 
double  ligature,  wdiich  happily  an- 
swered the  purpose,  and  that  in 
some  very  desperate  cases. 

In  1804,  xMr.  Cooper  published, 
in  one  volume,  folio,  and  dedicated 
to  Mr.  Cllne,  a  work  entitled 
The  Anatomy  and  Surgical 
Treatment  of  Inguinal  and  Conge- 
nital Hernia,  illustrated  by  Plates." 
— Though  the  world  in  general  is 
not  quite  aware  of  the  extreme 
frequency  of  hernia,  every  medical 


practitioner  knows  that  the  disease 
is  one  of  common  occurrence  in 
every  rank  of  life.  But  notwith- 
standing the  obligation  under  which 
the  faculty  lie,  of  studying  this 
complaint  in  all  its  varieties,  there 
was  still  wanting  a  clear  and  accu- 
rate treatise,  exhibiting  all  that 
minute  anatomy  has  been  able  to 
discover,  and  skilful  surgery  to 
practice,  in  the  knowledge  and 
treatment  of  hernia.  This  defi- 
ciency w^as  now  in  a  great  degree 
supplied  by  our  author,  who  in  his 
preface  says,  "I  have  almost  uni- 
formly avoided  quoting  the  opinions 
of  authors  on  this  part  of  surgery. 
This  I  have  done,  certainly  not 
from  any  wish  to  slight  or  under- 
value the  labors  of  some  of  the 
most  excellent  physiologists  and 
practitioners  that  have  adorned  our 
profession,  but  because  it  did  not 
form  a  part  of  my  plan  to  give  a 
history  of  this  branch  of  surgery, 
and  because  I  wanted  to  confine 
myself  to  the  very  wide  scene  of 
observation  afi'orded  by  the  two  no- 
ble institutions  of  St.  Thomas's  and 
Guy's  Hospitals,  and  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  practice  of  this  metropo- 
lis which  I  have  been  personally 
enabled  to  authenticate^  I  have 
therefore  related  no  cure,  and  giv- 
en no  remark,  to  the  truth  of  which 
I  cannot  vouch  ;  and  for  the  s^me 
reason,  the  subjects  of  all  the  plates 
annexed  to  this  volume,  are  from 
preparations  either  in  my  ow-n  pos- 
session, or  in  the  Anatomical  Mu- 
seum at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital." 

The  style  of  this  performance, 
as  also  that  of  all  the  author's  pro- 
ductions, is  a  simple  communica- 
tion of  facts,  clear  and  unaffected. 
Almost  everything  relating  to  the 
history  of  opinions  and  discoveries 
in  the  disease  is  omitted  :  the  au- 
thor has  appeared  desirous  of  in- 
curring a  pergonal  responsibility 
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for  the  accuracy  of  every  case  and 
assertion  ;  and  to  confine  himself 
to  the  results  of  a  multitude  of 
dissections,  of  which  actual  demon- 
stration exists  in  one  or  two  cabi- 
nets of  anatomy,  or  to  the  records 
of  numerous  operations,  of  which 
living  witnesses  remained  at  the 
time  when  he  published  the  respec- 
tive cures  to  the  world.  Under  a 
plan  thus  circumscribed,  to  have 
made  so  valuable  an  accession  to 
the  kindred  arts  of  anatomy  and 
surgery,  displays  a  brilliant  testi- 
mony of  extensive  knowledge,  pro- 
fessional skill,  unsparing  industry, 
and  scrupulous  integrity  in  the  au- 
thor. 

In  1807,  our  indefatigable  ob- 
server completed  his  design  by 
publishing,  in  the  same  splendid 
form,  a  treatise  on  "  Crural  and 
Umbilical  Hernia."  These  two 
works  have  been  since  concentrat- 
ed in  one  volume,  with  additional 
cases,  and  edited  by  the  author's 
pupil  and  coadjutor,  Mr.  Key,  of 
Guy's  Hospital. 

In  1805,  Mr.  Cooper  cooperat- 
ed with  some  of  the  most  eminent 
London  practitioners,  in  founding  a 
social  institution  for  reciprocal  in- 
fprmation  and  public  improvement. 
The  first  fruits  of  this  "  Medical 
and  Chirurgical  Society"  appeared 
in  1809,  when  a  volume  of  its 
Transactions  was  published.  In 
Iheir  preface,  the  editors  give  a 
modest  account  of  the  plan  on  which 
the  institution  was  founded : — 
"  The  varied  forms  of  disease, 
whether  medical  or  surgical,  and 
the  modes  of  treatment  which  may 
be  found  adequate  to  their  remov- 
al, are  subjects  concerning  which 
the  Society  necessarily  feels  the 
highest  interest.  Cases  having  a 
fatal  issue  are  often  not  less  in- 
structive than  such  as  terminate 
favorably.    They  frequently  tend 


to  point  out  more  accurately  the 
plan  to  be  pursued  in  the  treatment 
of  similar  complaints  ;  they  afford 
valuable  information  relative  to 
the  probable  causes  of  failure,  and, 
when  dissection  is  permitted,  they 
throw  light  on  the  more  intimate 
nature  and  modification  of  the  dis- 
ease." 

This  volume  contains  "  tvi^o  cases 
of  Aneurism  of  the  Carotid  Artery," 
by  Mr.  Cooper  ;  the  first  of  which 
terminated  fatally,  and  the  second 
fortunately.  The  subsequent  vo- 
lumes of  the  transactions  were  also 
enriched  with  valuable  papers  from 
the  same  source.  Other  publica- 
tions, devoted  to  the  extension  of 
science  and  professional  improve- 
ment, have  also  been  enriched  with 
valuable  communications  from  this 
indefatigable  practitioner  ;  and 
among  the  rest  may  be  mentioned 
"The  Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,"  to  which  he 
voluntarily  transmitted,  at  the  very 
commencement  of  the  vvojk,  some 
curious  cases. 

In  1811,  Mr.  Cooper  favored 
the  profession  and  the  public  with 
a  series  of  experiments  instituted 
by  him,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
resources  with  which  nature  is 
provided  for  distributing  the  vital 
fluid  throughout  the  bodies  of  ani- 
mals, when  the  principal  trunks  of 
arteries  are  destroyed.  To  deter- 
mine this  point,  Mr.  C.  tied  the 
aorta  descendens  of  dogs,  very  near 
to  the  heart,  in  such  a  w^ay  as  to 
stop  the  current  of  blood  from 
passing  by  that  vessel,  to  all  the 
lower  parts  of  the  frame.  The 
animals  seemed  to  sustain  no  great 
inconvenience  by  this  treatment  ; 
the  wounds  soon  healed,  the  health 
was  not  impaired,  the  secretions 
proceeded  as  usual,  and  the  crea- 
tures even  remained  active  and 
lively.    When  they  were  destroy- 


260 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


ed,  after  some  weeks  or  months, 
in  order  to  ascertain  what  changes 
had  happened  from  the  destruc- 
tion of  a  part  presumed  to  be  so 
essential  to  life  as  the  aorta,  it 
was  found  obliterated  where  the 
ligature  was  fixed,  and  that  the 
blood  had  been  transmitted  by 
anastymosing  branches. 

On  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Cline, 
there  could  be  no  hesitation  in 
regard  to  the  choice  of  a  succes- 
sor ;  and  Mr.  Cooper,  from  this 
period,  may  be  considered  as 
standing  unrivalled  in  the  double 
situation  of  surgical  operator  and 
anatomical  preceptor. 

To  the  acquisition  of  wealth, 
distinctions  of  the  most  flattering 
description  were  soon  added.  He 
was  nominated  surgeon  to  his  Ma- 
jesty ;  and  in  1821,  he  had  the 
satisfaction  of  relieving  the  august 
personage  from  a  very  uneasy 
excrescence  which  had  formed  on 
the  top  of  his  head.  The  opera- 
tion was  painful,  but  the  King 
bore  it  without  evincing  any  emo- 
tion ;  and  when  complimented  by 
Mr.  Cooper  for  his  fortitude,  he 
replied,  "None  of  our  family  was 
ever  known  to  want  courage.'* 
For  his  skilful  performance  of  this 
service,  the  dignity  of  a  baronet 
was  conferred  upon  the  surgeon, 
the  27th  of  July,  in  the  same 
year,  with  remainder,  in  default 
of  male  issue,  to  his  nephew, 
Astley  Paston  Cooper,  Esq.,  the 
third  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Samuel 
Lovic  Cooper,  A.  M.,  rector  of 
Ingoldesthorpe  and  Barton,  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk. 

On  the  11th  of  August,  182S, 
Sir  Astley  was  gazetted  as  ser- 
geant-surgeon to  the  King,  which 
may  be  said  to  complete  his  pro- 
fessional honors.  His  fame,  how- 
ever, rests  upon  a  more  stable 
foundation  than  such  adventitious 


distinctions  :  and  as  long  as  the 
two  noble  establishments  to  which 
he  is  attached  shall  adorn  the  me- 
tropolis, the  name  of  Cooper  will 
be  venerated,  by  the  public,  no 
less  than  by  the  faculty,  to  whose 
history  it  gives  so  brilliant  a  lus- 
tre. 

It  remains  only  to  observe,  that 
though  past  the  meridian  of  life, 
the  powers  of  this  celebrated 
practitioner  continue  to  be  em- 
ployed for  the  general  benefit  of 
mankind,  and  the  particular  in- 
struction of  surgical  students. 

Mr.  Bransby  Cooper,  the  bro- 
ther of  Sir  Astley,  and  member 
of  parliament  for  Gloucester,  has 
distinguished  himself  by  his  zeal 
in  defence  of  the  Protestant  es- 
tablishment, and  opposition  to 
what  is  called  Catholic  Emanci- 
pation. 


II. 

Case  of  the  Leaping.  Ague  of  Jin- 
gus-shire. 

By  John  Crichton,  Esq.,  Surgeon, 
Dundee. 

Towards  the  commencement  of 
January,  1818,  I  was  requested 
to  visit  Miss  M.  C,  aet.  15,  a  girl 
naturally  of  a  brisk  and  lively 
temperament,  and  of  quick  sensi- 
bility. From  her  parents  I  learn- 
ed the  following  particulars  of  her 
previous  history.  During  the 
summer  of  1815  she  had  suffered 
much  from  stomach  complaints, 
rejecting  almost  everything  taken 
into  the  stomach,  excepting  brisk 
small  beer.  In  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 1816,  the  rest  of  the  fami- 
ly being  from  home,  she,  with  two 
of  her  sisters,  slept  in  the  house 
by  themselves.  One  evening, 
towards  midnight,  she  thought  she 
heard  the  sound  of  footsteps,  and 
awakened  her  sisters,  who  said 
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she  only  dreamed,  and  desiring 
her  to  be  quiet,  fell  immediately 
asleep  again.  Not  feeling  satis- 
fied, however,  she  got  out  of  bed, 
and  found  there  were  in  reality 
people  in  the  house.  The  lobby 
window  was  open,  through  which 
the  thieves  had  gained  admit- 
tance. In  a  state  of  desperation, 
she  sprung  out  at  the  window  and 
knocked  up  the  people  in  the  ad- 
joining house.  During  the  inter- 
val, however,  the  thieves  had 
made  their  escape,  leaving  their 
booty  bundled  up  behind  them  ; 
but  the  effect  of  the  shock  upon 
her  delicate  frame  was  not  easily 
to  be  effaced,  and  the  subsequent 
illness  and  death  of  a  favorite  sis- 
ter the  following  season,  did  not 
tend  to  improve  her  condition. 
She  became  pensive  and  bewil- 
dered, was  affected  with  exces- 
sive perspirations,  and  her  strength 
rapidly  declined.  At  one  period 
during  the  summer,  the  catamenia 
made  a  slight  appearance,  but  ne- 
ver returned.  Towards  the  close 
of  the  year  1817,  she  had  frequent 
attacks  of  shaking,  accompanied 
with  foaming  at  the  mouth,  and 
followed  by  a  state  of  coma, 
which,  after  continuing  about  an 
^  hour,  gradually  went  off.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  year  1818, 
when  my  attention  was  directed 
to  her  case,  the  disease  had  as- 
sumed the  following  appearances: 
Every  morning,  about  ten 
o'clock,  she  became  drowsy  and 
torpid  ;  about  eleven  she  began 
to  arouse  out  of  that  state  ;  by 
twelve  she  got  out  of  bed,  and 
went  through  the  house  collecting 
her  trinkets,  such  as  watches, 
rings,  writing  apparatus,  and  oth- 
er articles  she  had  secreted  the 
preceding  day  in  holes  and  other 
by-places  out  of  sight.  These 
she  brought  with  her  into  bed, 


and  amused  herself  with  them  for 
some  time,  occasionally  convers- 
ing with  those  in  the  room,  but  in 
such  a  language  that  no  stranger, 
and  hardly  even  those  of  the  fa- 
mily, who  were  constantly  beside 
her,  could  understand.  This  arose 
from  her  commencing  the  sen- 
tences with  the  last  word,  and 
very  frequently  pronouncing  the 
words  themselves  with  the  last 
letter  foremost.  At  times,  when 
by  no  possibility  she  could  make 
herself  understood  by  her  parents 
or  sisters,  she  became  irritated, 
and  would  write  down  what  she 
wished  to  convey  ;  but  her  man- 
ner of  writing  was  equally  singu- 
lar, beginning  at  the  right  edge  of 
the  paper  and  writing  backwards 
towards  the  left,  the  last  word  of 
the  sentences  first,  and  often  the 
last  letter  of  the  word  first,  and 
this  she  performed  with  great  ra- 
pidity, and  seemingly  without  con- 
sideration. Her  sight  likewise 
was  peculiarly  affected,  seeing 
objects  only  in  particular  direc- 
tions, so  that  when  she  wished  to 
view  anything,  she  was  necessi- 
tated to  turn  her  head  in  another 
direction.  About  one  o'clock  she 
again  got  out  of  bed,  and,  after 
carefully  secreting  her  trinkets 
in  various  by-places  of  the  house, 
she  commenced  dancing  the  Co- 
penhagen jig.  Her  excitations 
continued  to  increase;  she  jumped 
upon  the  tables  and  chairs,  some- 
times running  with  great  rapidity 
round  and  round  the  edge  of  a  ta- 
ble, then  springing  up  and  squat- 
ting herself  upon  the  top  of  the 
room  door,  swinging  backwards 
and  forwards  without  any  hold. 
At  this  time  she  required  to  be 
very  narrowly  watched,  for  fear 
of  her  springing  out  of  the  window, 
which  she  often  manifested  an 
earnest  longing  to  do.    On  one 
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occasion,  the  outer  door  happen- 
ing to  be  open,  she  made  a  sudden 
spring  out,  clearing  the  staircase 
at  one  bound.  She  was  instantly 
followed  and  brought  back,  with- 
out having  sustained  any  injury. 
At  first  they  were  in  the  habit  of 
attempting  to  keep  her  forcibly 
down  in  bed,  fearing  she  might 
injure  herself.  But  the  strength 
of  several  people  together  was 
insufficient  for  that  purpose,  as 
she  got  out  of  their  hold  like  an 
eel,  springing  to  the  other  end  of 
the  room,  so  that  it  was  thought 
most  advisable  to  allow  her  to 
take  her  own  way,  only  guarding 
the  windows  and  door.  About 
two  o'clock,  becoming  quite  ex- 
hausted, she  got  into  bed,  and, 
falling  into  a  deep  sleep,  she 
awakened  about  five  o'clock  in 
her  right  mind,  and  without  being 
in  the  smallest  degree  conscious 
of  anything  that  had  taken  place 
during  the  paroxysm.  She  con- 
tinued so  until  about  ten  o'clock 
next  morning,  when  the  same,  or 
nearly  the  same,  routine  took 
place. 

After  attending  particularly  to 
the  state  of  her  bowels,  various 
medicines  were  used,  with  little 
or  no  effect.  Opium,  however, 
administered  an  hour  before  the 
accession  of  the  paroxysm,  once 
or  twice  prevented  its  recur- 
rence, but  was  followed  by  so 
much  stupor  and  confusion  of  in- 
tellect, that  it  was  not  persevered 
in.  The  shower-bath  was  after- 
wards had  recourse  to,  which  put 
a  stop  to  the  train  of  symptoms  ; 
but  this  again  was  followed  by  a 
complete  locking  of  the  jaws  for 
eight  days,  during  which  period 
nothing  could  be  introduced  into 
the  stomach  excepting  by  suction 
between  the  teeth.  The  disease, 
however,  never  afterwards  ap- 
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peared  in  its  exquisite  form,  and 
gradually  subsided.  She  was 
taken  to  the  country  towards  the 
beginning  of  March,  in  a  state  of 
convalescence,  and  a  sea  voyage 
to  the  Baltic,  during  the  summer, 
completely  restored  her  to  health 
and  strength. — Med.  Chir.  Rev, 


III. 

Case  in  which  the  Operation  of  Li- 
thotritie  loas  successfully  perform' 
ed,  by  Robert  Liston,  Esq., 
one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Roy- 
al Infirmary  of  Edinburgh,  Lec- 
turer on  Surgery,  &c.  Com- 
municated by  Mr.  Annandale, 
House-Surgeon. 

Andrew  Leechman,  aged  70, 
was  admitted  into  the  Royal  In- 
firmary on  the  10th  of  November, 
1828.  He  stated,  that  for  five 
months  past  he  had  been  laboring 
under  all  the  symptoms  of  stone 
in  the  bladder.  On  sounding  him, 
a  stone  was  distinctly  felt.  As 
he  had  a  great  aversion  to  being 
cut,  and  as  his  urine  seemed  to 
indicate  a  diseased  state  of  the 
bladder,  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  break  down  the  stone,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  usual  operation. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  a  , 
solution  of  opium  having  been  in- 
jected into  the  bladder,  Mr.  Lis- 
ton introduced  Civiale's  instru- 
ment, but  owing  to  the  restless- 
ness of  the  patient,  and  the  irrita- 
ble state  of  the  bladder,  did  not 
succeed  in  grasping  it  completely. 
Several  small  portions  of  stone, 
however,  came  away  in  the  fangs 
of  the  instrument,  and  during  the 
night.  He  suffered  no  inconve- 
nience from  the  operation.  On 
the  15th,  he  passed  a  barley-corn 
incrusted  with  calcareous  matter. 
On  the  16th,  a  piece  of  straw 
with  the  same  incrustation.  He 
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complained  of  pain  in  the  testi- 
cles. On  the  18th,  a  small  ab- 
scess having  formed  in  the  scro- 
tum was  opened. 

The  instrument  was  again  in- 
troduced on  the  25th.  The  stone 
was  fairly  laid  hold  of,  but  was 
so  soft  that  it  was  crushed  by  the 
instrument,  on  withdrawing  which, 
several  fragments  of  seeds  were 
found  adhering.  He  now  confess- 
ed, that  while  reaping  during  the 
last  harvest,  he  had  introduced  a 
number  of  barley-corns  into  his 
urethra,  but  would  not  say  for 
what  purpose. 

The  patient  had  repeated  at- 
tacks of  retention  of  urine  after 
the  last  operation,  from  the  larger 
portions  of  stone  lodging  jn  the 
urethra.  He  passed  in  all  thir- 
teen fragments,  having  entire  bar- 
ley-corns for  their  nuclei,  be- 
sides a  ra'uch  greater  number 
having  only  small  pieces  of  the 
beards.  He  had  now  little  pain, 
and  the  quantity  of  mucus  in  his 
urine  was  considerable.  He  was 
soundnd  several  times,  and  as  no- 
thing was  felt  in  his  bladder,  he 
was  dismissed,  cured,  on  the  16th 
of  December,  1828.— 


IV. 

Imaginary  Affections — Pretended 
Operation — Recovery. 

The  two  following  cases  have 
occurred,  one  in  1820  and  the 
other  within  the  last  few  months, 
under  -the  care  of  M.  Maury,  at 
the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis. 

Case  I. — A  young  man  from 
the  country,  a  laborer,  imagined 
that  he  had  swallowed  a  young 
snake  in  a  glass  of  winter.  "  It 
is  five  years  (said  he)  since  the 
accident  occurred  ;  since  which 
time  the  animal  has  not  ceased  to 
grow.    It  has  now  attained  an 


enormous  size,  and  produces  great 
inconvenience  :  constantly  in  mo- 
tion, it  traverses  the  bellj,  mounts 
into  the  chest,  and  sotnetiraes 
rises  up  to  the  left  eye,  when  I 
have  a  distinct,  perception  of  its 
size  and  color.  Sometimes  its 
movements  are  so  violent  and 
painful,  that  I  am  obliged  to  con- 
strain them  by  seizing  and  squeez- 
inpc  it  through  the  parietes  of  the 
abdomen."  The  patient  describ- 
ed a  variety  of  other  circuna- 
stances  connected  with  his  inter- 
nal enemy,  and  appealed  to  the 
by-standers  whether  they  did  not 
hear  it  hissing  ;  yet,  in  all  other 
respects,  he  was  perfectly  ration- 
al. M.  Maury,  aware  that  no 
reasoning  would  avail,  affected  to 
agree  with  him.  The  patient 
himself  expressed  his  conviction 
that  nothing  but  an  operation  could 
save  him.  It  was  practised.  In 
order  to  render  the  illusion  more 
complete,  a  large  plait  was  made 
in  the  integuments  of  the  abdo- 
men, the  base  of  which  was  tra- 
versed with  a  bistoury,  and  a  live 
adder  introduced  into  the  wound 
in  the  form  of  a  seton.  One  of 
the  wounds  being  covered  with 
the  hand,  the  patient  was  request- 
ed to  assist  the  operator  by  seiz- 
ing the  head  of  the  serpent," 
and  unite  his  efforts  in  extracting 
it.  No  idea  can  be  formed  of  the 
joy  of  the  patient  without  having 
witnessed  it.  Next  day  he  de- 
clared that  he  was  prodigiously 
shrunk,  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
traction of  the  horrid  creature  ; 
all  the  torments  which  he  had 
suffered  for  five  years  were  re- 
moved ;  the  cure  was  complete 
in  a  few  days,  and  what  is  more 
remarkable,  it  has  continued  per- 
manenj;.  One  circumstance  alone 
for  a  moment  rendered  it  doubt- 
ful,— the  patient  was  afraid  that 
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the  serpent  niight  have  left  some 
eggs;  but  his  confidence  was  com- 
pletely restored  en  being  assured 
that  it  was  a  male. 

Case  II.— -The  subject  of  this 
observation  was  a  woman,  aged 
40,  the  mother  of  several  child- 
ren, of  a  nervous  temperament, 
and  her  health  broken  by  various 
causes,  principally  moral.  She 
was  admitted  into  the  Hospital 
St.  Louis  last  November,  after 
having  gone  the  round  of  most  of 
the  hospitals  in  Paris,  and  consult- 
ed a  great  number  of  practition- 
ers, on  account  of  an  animal  which 
moved  about  in  the  hypochondriac 
region  and  left  flank,  producing 
pain,  extending  sometimes  to  the 
corresponding  side  of  the  head. 
On  some  occasions  she  described 
it  as  a  tape-worm,  on  others  as  a 
worm  covered  with  bristles  ; 
sometimes  as  an  adder,  and  some- 
times leeches,  which  she  had 
swallowed  in  eating  water-cress- 
es. The  countenance  was  ex- 
pressive of  mental  suffering  and 
excitement,  but  the  intellect  was 


not  deranged,  except  as  regarded 
her  complaint.  She  had  increas- 
ed appetite  and  borborygmi,  which 
she  attributed  to  the  movements 
of  the  animal  ;  she  was  constipat- 
ed, averse  to  exercise,  and  fond 
of  solitude.  These  circumstances, 
it  will  be  perceived,  rendered 
this  case  more  complicated  than 
the  preceding.  It  was  evident 
that,  though  there  might  be  some 
real  suffering,  there  was  more 
which  was  imaginary.  M.  Mau- 
ry, however,  easily  persuaded  her 
that  the  animal  was  a  serpent, 
and  that  an  operation  alone  could 
remove  it :  accordingly,  an  ope- 
ration similar  to  that  above  de- 
scribed was  had  recourse  to. 
The  success,  however,  was  not 
quite  so  complete,  as  she  still 
complained,  either  owing  to  her 
experiencing  real  paiu;  or  that 
her  imagination  had  not  been  en- 
tirely satisfied.  However,  she 
left  the  hospital  much  more  tran- 
quil, and  it  has  since  been  ascer- 
tained from  her  family  that  she 
has  nearly  recovered  her  health. 

La  Clinique, 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


DELIRIUM  TREMENS. 

The  proper  treatment  of  this  disease, 
and  the  circumstances  which  distin- 
guish it  from  inflammation  of  the 
brain,  appear  to  have  attracted,  of 
late,  considerable  attention.  It  seems 
to  have  been  ascertained  by  expe- 
rience, that  where  this  disease  is  re- 
garded as  inflammatory,  and  venesec- 
tion resorted  to,  this  measure  is  al- 
ways followed  by  an  aggravation  of 
the  symptoms  ;  and  it  has  repeatedly 
happened  that  a  fatal  termination  has 
ensued  within  a  fow  hours. 


The  following  considerations,  per- 
haps, will,  if  kept  steadily  in  view, 
assist  in  forming  this  important  diag- 
nosis: — 1.  Phrenitis  is  always  ac- 
companied with  severe  pain  in  the 
head  and  intolerance  of  light;  both 
of  which  symptoms  are  absent  in  de- 
lirium tremens. — 2.  That  tremulous 
motion  of  the  limbs,  which  gives  its 
name  to  the  latter  disease,  tho 
convulsive  effort  with  which  the  hand 
is  extended,  and  other  motions, 
performed  as  circumstances  may  re- 
quire, are  entirely  peculiar  to  it,  and 
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where  they  have  been  once  noticed  are 
not  easily  forgotten. — 3.  The  species 
of  mania  in  the  two  cases  is  essen- 
tially different ;  since,  in  delirium  tre- 
mens, the  patient  can  generally  re- 
cognize his  friends  and  the  physician, 
and,  provided  his  attention  be  com- 
manded, will  converse  rationally  on 
any  topic  ;  circumstances  which  sel- 
dom or  never  characterize  phrenitis. 
— 4.  The  total  absence  of  sleep  may 
be  regarded  as  peculiar  to  delirium 
tremens,  in  which,  whenever  slum- 
ber occurs,  it  may  be  regarded  as  in 
the  strongest  sense  critical ;  whereas, 
in  phrenitis,  intervals  of  sleep  are 
not  unusual,  and  a  certain  degree  of 
stupor  marks  the  whole  progress  of 
the  disease. — Such  are  the  main  in- 
dications by  which  these  two  impor- 
tant maladies  may  be  distinguished, 
and  by  which  the  practitioner  is  to 
be  guided  in  their  treatment. 

There  are,  indeed,  occasionally, 
cases  of  delirium  tremens  preceded 
by  decisive  symptoms  of  cerebral 
congestion,  for  which  local  or  gene- 
ral bloodletting  may  be  found  useful ; 
but  such  cases  are  of  rare  occur- 
rence, and  their  treatment  requires 
great  caution  on  the,  part  of  the  prac- 
titioner, for,  if  the  depletion  bo 
carried  farther  than  is  demanded  by 
the  local  plethora,  the  consequence 
will  certainly  be  a  general  prostra- 
tion, which  will  render  the  subse- 
quent malady  more  severe  and  more 
dangerous. 


METALLIC  LIGATURES. 

The  last  American  Journal  contains 
an  account  of  some  very  interesting 
experiments  by  Dr.  Levert,  of  Ala- 
bama, on  different  kinds  of  ligatures 


applied  to  the  arteries.  Many  years 
ago  it  was  suggested  by  Dr.  Jones, 
that  if  a  small  ligature  were  tied  so 
tight  round  an  artery,  as  to  divide 
its  inner  and  middle  coats,  adhesion 
would  take  place,  and  the  ligature 
might  be  removed  before  dressing 
the  wound.  This  was  found  not  to 
be  so  safe  and  efficacious  as  Dr.  J, 
supposed,  and  the  evil  was  remedied 
in  practice  by  allowing  the  ligature 
to  remain  some  days,  only  observing, 
in  dressing  the  wound,  to  leave  one 
extremity  out.  It  is  needless  to  de- 
tail the  accidents  which  have  result- 
ed from  this  common  and  almost 
necessary  procedure. 

Some  years  ago.  Dr.  Physick  pro- 
posed the  use  of  animal  substances 
for  ligatures,  supposing  that  they 
might  then  be  safely  left  around  the 
artery,  and  that  they  would  be  taken 
care  of  by  the  absorbents.  This 
practice  has  never  been  very  exten-' 
sively  adopted,  and  seems,  indeed, 
less  likely  to  be  so  than  the  subset 
quent  proposal  of  Dr.  P.,  that  leaden 
cords  should  be  used  for  securing 
arteries.  That  observing  and  dis- 
tinguished practitioner  was  led  to 
this  proposal  by  the  fact,  that  shot, 
bullets,  &c.,  will  remain  years  era- 
bedded  in  the  flesh,  without  produc- 
ing any  considerable  pain  or  incon- 
venience. 

The  experiments  of  Dr.  Levert, 
twenty-one  in  number,  were  made 
on  dogs,  to  try  the  effect  of  metallic 
substances  used  for  tying  arteries. 
Lead,  silver,  gold,  and  platinum, 
were  all  used,  and  uniformly  with  the 
same  result.  The  wound  healed 
over  them  ;  no  symptoms  of  irritation 
ensued ;  and  in  about  a  week  the 
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part  was  examined  :  the  arteries  were 
found  impervious ;  the  ligatures 
quietly  resting  in  their  places  ;  and 
no  mark  of  surrounding  irritation 
was  discoverable.  Dr.  L.  then  made 
use  of  a  stran  of  silk,  waxed,  in  se- 
veral cases  ;  but  these  ligatures  were 
found  surrounded  with  pus. 


APPEARANCE  op  THE  BLOOD  AN  UN- 
CERTAIN GUIDE  FOR  THE  PROPRIE- 
TY OP  REPEATED  VENESECTION. 

From  some  observations  recently 
made  by  Dr.  Davy,  it  seems  that 
the  appearance  of  the  blood  drawn 
in  inflammation,  affords  much  more 
limited  means  for  judging  as  to  the 
propriety  of  repeating  the  operation, 
than  .has  generally  been  supposed. 
In  many  instances  of  severe  inflam- 
mation, both  of  the  common  cellular 
substance  and  of  the  serous  and  mu- 
cous membranes,  the  blood,  when 
drawn,  was  examined  by  him,  and 
found  neither  buffed  nor  cupped, 
and  in  fact  to  possess  none  of  those 
qualities  which  are  usually  supposed 
to  accompany  this  state.    Any  in- 


ference, therefore,  which  may  be 
derived  from  this  circumstance  in 
regard  to  subsequent  practice,  must 
necessarily  be  extremely  uncertain ; 
and  although  it  may  be  highly  pro- 
per and  necessary  for  the  practition- 
er to  examine  the  blood  in  all  cases 
in  which  venesection  has  been  per- 
formed, yet  he  will  do  wisely  tQ  trust 
in  part  only  to  the  appearances  which 
it  presents,  and  to  form  his  judgment 
principally  from  the  comparative 
state  of  the  patient  himself,  before 
and  after  the  operation.  We  are 
disposed  to  think  that  the  opinions  of 
physicians  on  this  subject  at  the  pre- 
sent day,  accord,  for  the  most  part, 
with  these  views  of  Dr.  D.  Few, 
probably,  would  withhold  a  second 
bleeding  in  pleurisy,  where  the  pulse 
seemed  to  demand  it,  merely  because 
the  blood  had  not  presented  the  re- 
quisite appearance;  and  as  few  would 
continue  to  urge  it  in  cases  where 
relief  had  already  been  obtained, 
with  no  better  reason  than  the  pre- 
sence of  these  morbid  phaenome- 
na,  if  such  they  may  be  called. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JUNE  9,  1829. 


SELP-SUPPORTING  DISPENSARIES. 

Institutions  for  affording  medical 
advice  and  medicine  to  the  poor, 
exist,  in  greater  or  less  numbers,  in 
almost  every  large  town  or  city  in 
the  civilized  world.  No  species  of 
charity  is  less  liable  to  abuse,  than 
such  as  offers  to  the  indigent  that 
which  necessity  alone  compels  them 
to  use,  and  which  cannot  be  exchang- 
ed for  cash  or  credit.  Superabun- 
dance of  food  or  apparel  may  be 


bartered  away  for  ardent  spirits  ;  fuel 
may  be  sold  for  money  to  purchase 
it ;  and  articles  of  furniture,  which 
the  pleadings  of  penury  may  have 
drawn  from  the  benevolent,  may  be, 
and  all  these  arc  frequently  ex- 
changed for  the  means  of  indulging 
vicious  propensities  ;  but  a  prescribed 
medicine  will  never  be  bought  but 
by  the  individual  for  whom  it  was  di- 
rected, and  medical  advice  is  good 
for  nothing  to  the  nearest  neighbor 
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of  the  invalid.  Whilst,  therefore, 
societies  for  supplying  the  various 
wants  of  the  healthy  poor,  have  too 
often  proved  the  means  of  diminish- 
ing their  inducements  to  industry  and 
sobriety,  no  possible  evil  ever  has  or 
can  come  of  such  as  extend  the  hand 
of  charity  only  where  that  of  industry 
is  paralyzed. 

Institutions  of  such  acknowledged 
excellence  must  be  permanent,  and 
their  number  and  extent  progressive- 
ly increasing.    It  becomes  an  object, 
therefore,  of  no  small  importance,  to 
ascertain  the  wisest  and  most  econo- 
mical mode   of  conducting  them. 
The  plans  on  which  they  are  con- 
ducted differ  greatly  in  different  ci- 
ties.   In  some,  the  whole  expense  is 
paid  by  subscription  ;  in  others,  the 
extent  of  the  charity  is  limited  by 
the  revenue  of  moderate  funds ;  and 
in  others  ag^in,  as  in  our  own  city, 
the  first  of  these  means  comes  in  aid 
of  the  last.    In  some  places,  any 
respectable  physician  is  allowed  to 
order  medicine  on  account  of  the  in- 
stitution ;  in  others,  a  few  are  spe- 
cially elected  to  attend  the  dispensa- 
ry poor  ; — these  few  are,  in  some 
j  cities,  young  men,  to  whom  a  per- 
sonal attendance  on  the  practice  is 
an  object ;  and  in  others,  older  pnac- 
I  litioners,  who  act  chiefly  through 
their   students.     These  physicians 
;  are  paid  for  their  attendance  out  of 
:  the  funds  of  some  dispensaries,  whilst 
'  the  directors  of  others  consider  the 
I  manifest  advantages  of  the  practice, 
i  and  the  honor  of  the  station,  as  suffi- 
cient compensation  ;  in  some  places 
a  building  is  supported  at  considera- 
ble expense,  containing  rooms  for 
1  receiving  patients,  prescribing  for 


them,  and  dispensing  medicines; 
whilst  in  others,  the  sick  are  visited 
at  their  own  houses,  and  the  pre- 
scriptions made  up  by  a  general  re- 
tailing apothecary.  Of  these  latter, 
some  pay  the  apothecary  according 
to  the  cost  of  the  medicine  prescrib- 
ed, and  others  allow  a  dollar  or  less 
per  annum  for  each  patient,  the 
apothecary  taking  his  chance  to  be 
a  gainer  or  loser  on  the  whole. 
These  and  other  differences  exist  in 
different  establishments. 

It  is  remote  from  our  design,  as 
beyond  our  limits,  to  examine  the 
pros  and  cons  in  each  case,  and  give 
reasons  for  believing  any  one  plan 
superior  to  all  others.  Every  one 
will  assent,  however,  to  the  proposi- 
tion, that  economy  is  an  object  of 
importance  in  the  conduct  of  dispen- 
saries ;  and  in  this  country  we  shall 
receive  as  ready  and  universal  an  / 
assent  to  the  opinion,  that  it  is  a 
great  desideratum  that  aid  should  be 
extended  to  the  sick  poor  in  such 
manner,  as  to  weaken  as  little  as 
possible  that  spirit  of  independence 
and  pride  of  self-support,  which  dis- 
tinguish the  American  poor  from 
the  same  class  in  other  countries. 
The  first  object  is,  and  the  last  ought 
to  be,  held  constantly  in  view,  in 
arranging  the  internal  concerns  of 
all  charities.  This  sentiment  keeps 
many  a  hard  laboner  from  the  haunts 
of  vice,  and  the  no  less  destructive 
indulgence  of  a  disposition  to  idle- 
ness ; — it  excites  among  the  neigh- 
boring poor  sympathy  for  each  other, 
and  leads  to  an  interchange  among 
them  of  acts  of  kindness,  which  keep 
alive  some  of  the  highest  and  best 
feelings  of  the  heart.    It  is  this  sen- 
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timent  which  makes  it  necessary  for 
the  benevolent  to  seek  out  the  dis- 
tressed, and  offer,  as  an  unsolicited 
gift,  that  which,  in  other  countries, 
is  asked  for  with  unblushing  effronte- 
ry, or  extorted  by  importunity  or 
imposition  ; — it  is  this,  in  fine,  which 
does  more  than  civil  legislation  to 
prevent  our  streets  from  being 
thronged,  and  our  dwellings  beset 
by  miserable  objects  of  penury  and 
distortion. 

We  have  dwelt  on  this  topic  be- 
cause it  is  apt  to  be  overlooked,  and 
because  the  plan  we  have  to  bring 
before  the  public  appears  to  us  an 
admirable  one,  inasmuch  as  it  coin- 
cides with  the  view  we  have  thus 
Ijriefly  presented.  The  plan  to 
which  we  allude,  was  suggested  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Southam,  Eng.  Its 
peculiarity  is  the  proposal,  that  those 
whose  families  receive  attendance 
from  the  Dispensary,  shall  themselves 
become  subscribers  at  a  very  mode- 
rate rate. 

The  question  arises  on  the  feasi- 
bility of  this  plan  for  what  Mr.  Smith 
calls  "  self-supporting  Dispensaries." 
That  all  the  expenses  of  even  the 
most  economical  institution  could 
be  paid  in  this  way,  we  very  much 
doubt ;  but  if  such  a  feature  were 
engrafted  on  our  present  plans,  and 
the  sums  thus  collected  considered 
accessory  to  those  otherwise  obtain- 
ed, little  doubt  can  exist  of  its  per- 
fect feasibility.  The  first  or  lowest 
grade  of  poor  are  sent,  when  sick, 
to  Alms-houses  ;  it  is  the  second  and 
third  grades  who  are  dependent  on 
Dispensaries  in  periods  of  ill  health; 
and  there  are  fi;w  among  these  who 
would  not  be  able  to  pay  half  a  dol- 


lar a  year,  for  the  right  of  receiving 
medicine  and  medical  attendance  for 
themselves  and  families  in  case  of 
sickness. 

In  this  city,  the  number  of  patients 
who  received  gratuitous  attendance 
and  medicines  at  the  Dispensary  the 
last  year,  was  1600,  more  or  less, 
and  the  expense  to  the  Institution 
was  about  as  many  dollars.  If  we 
suppose  that  these  patients  belonged, 
on  an  average,  two  to  the  same  fami- 
ly, about  800  families  have  received 
aid  from  the  Institution,  It  is 
probable  not  more  than  half  the  fa- 
milies who  habitually  depend  on  this 
charity,  have  occasion  to  ask  its  aid 
in  any  single  year,  particularly  one 
of  such  remarkable  health  as  the  last. 
If  this  be  true,  about  l600  families 
look  to  our  Dispensary  for  relief  in 
case  of  sickness.  If  now  these  fa- 
milies should  become  subscribers  to 
the  institution  at  half  a  dollar  a  year, 
the  income  from  this  source  would 
be  about  800  dollars,  one  half  the 
whole  expenses.  If  one  quarter  part 
of  the  expenses  could  be  actually 
collected  from  the  poor  themselves, 
the  proposed  plan  would  be  well 
worth  a  trial.  At  Atherstone,  where 
it  has  already  been  tried,  it  has  suc- 
ceeded perfectly.  No  less  than  765 
patients  have  been  admitted,  and 
money  enough  collected  to  defray 
all  expenses  and  leave  a  surplus  of 
80  pounds  sterling,  to  be  divided 
among  the  medical  officers. 

In  our  own  city,  independently  of 
the  absolute  saving  of  expense  to  the 
Institution,  (which  we  regret  to  learn 
is  deficient  in  means,)  it  might  ena- 
ble the  Managers  to  pay  their  Phy- 
sicians, amontj  whom  any  surplus 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL.  269 


funds  should  always,  from  policy  as 
well  as  in  justice,  be  distributed.  It 
is  true  that  without  the  temptation 
of  pecuniary  reward,  the  medical 
offices  are  sought  with  avidity  by 
the  most  talented  and  best  educated 
young  men  in  the  profession ;  but 
this  is  in  truth  a  strong  reason  why 
they  should  be  paid  for  their  services, 
if  the  Institution  can  afford  it.  That 
a  young  man  has  ability  and  zeal  in 
his  pursuits,  has  been  industrious, 
and  has  spent  two  or  three  thousand 
dollars  more  than  his  neighbor  in 
getting  the  best  professional  educa- 
tion, is  but  a  poor  reason  why  he 
should  work  for  nothing ;  these 
things  give  him  rather  a  higher  claim 
for  compensation.  But,  putting 
the  interests  of  the  Physicians  and 
of  the  Institution  entirely  out  of  the 
question,  the  principle  is  admirable, 
and  the  moral  advantage  of  such  a 
plan  to  the  poor  themselves,  entitles 
it  to  our  serious  consideration.  It 
is  enough  that  it  would  tend  to  che- 
rish thai  feeling  of  self-dependence 
which  we  have  before  alluded  to  as 
one  of  the  noblest  sentiments  of  our 
nature,  and  which  outright  charity 
must  tend  in  a  measure  to  subdue. 


THE  NEW  MEDICINES, 

VIII. — Quinine. — Quinine  is  the  ef- 
fective principle  in  Cinchona  bark. 
It  is  white  and  uncrystallizable,  and  its 
salts  are  pearl-colored.  The  prepa- 
ration most  used  in  medicine  is  the  Sul- 
phate, which  has  all  the  properties 
■^Cinchona,  and  may  be  used  on  all 
occasions  where  that  remedy  would 
be  proper.  Its  advantages  over  the 
bark  in  substance  are,  the  greater 
uniformity  in  its  strength,  and  the 


consequent  advantage  of  regulating 
the  dose  with  accuracy  ;  the  small 
volume  and  the  more  agreeable  form 
in  which  it  may  be  administered  ; 
and  its  better  adaptation  to  a  debili- 
tated state  of  the  stomach. 

An  overdose  of  this  medicine  pro- 
duces great  nervous  agitation,  with 
strong  cerebral  excitement.  The 
Syrup  is  supposed  by  Magendie  to 
exert  some  power  over  the  scrofulous 
affections  of  children. — The  price  of 
Sulphate  of  Quinine  is  $  5  the 
ounce, — of  the  Tincture,  37  1-2  cts. 
the  ounce. 

Modes  of  prescribing  Quinine. 

1.  Sulphate  of  Quiriine  in  pills. 

Dose,  from  4  to  14  grains. 

2.  Syrup  of  Quinine. 

Take  of 

Simple  Sjrup,  2  pounds. 

Sulphate  of  Quinine, 64  grains. 

Mix. 

3.  *  Wine  of  Quinine. 

Take  of 

Good  Madeira  wine,  1  quart, 
Sulphate  of  Quinine,  12  grainsi 

Mix. 

4.  Tincture  of  Quinine. 

Take  of 

Sulphate  of  Quinine,  6  grains. 
Alcohol,  at  34  deg.,    1  ounce. 

Mix. 


LIFE  OF  DR.  GOOD. 

Since  giving  a  biographical  sketch 
of  this  distinguished  individual,  which 
was  drawn  after  reading  the  London 
edition  of  Dr.  Gregory's  MemoirSy 
we  have  seen  a  reprint  of  this  work 
by  Messrs.  Crocker  &  Brewster, 
of  this  city.  It  forms  a  very  hand- 
some duodecimo,  and  differs  from 
the  original  in  the  omission  of  the 
preface  and  several  extracts  from  the 

*  The  wine  of  quinine  may  be  extem- 
poraneously prepared,  by  adding  two 
ounces  of  the  tincture  to  a  pint  of  wine. 
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writings  of  Dr.  Good  and  others, — 
parts  not  important  to  the  biography, 
and  interesting  to  the  English  anti- 
quary only.  By  these  omissions,  the 
book  is  offered  in  a  form  and  at  a 
pfice  well  suited  to  the  wants  of  the 
American  reader. 

The  first  Section  contains  the  me- 
moirs of  Dr.  Good's  life, — a  life  both 
eventful  and  useful^  and  replete 
with  interesting  and  instructive  les- 
sons. The  second  Section  consists 
of  a  review  of  the  writings  of  Dr.  G., 
and  a  general  sketch  of  his  intellec- 
tual character.  The  third  presents 
us  with  his  religious  history,  and  is 
followed  by  the  sermon  occasioned 
by  his  death; — the  whole  constituting 
a  work  which  will  be  esteemed  a 
great  accession  to  the  medical  litera- 
ture of  the  age,  and  a  valuable  pos- 
session not  only  to  the  physician, 
but  to  the  Christian  scholar. — The 
Boston  edition  contains  a  lithographic 
portrait  of  Dr.  Good,  which  is  an 
exact  copy  of  the  original. 

Amputation  at  the  Hip-joint. — 
This  operation  was  performed  about 
two  months  ago  at  Edinburgh  by  Mr. 
Liston.  The  operation  was  success- 
ful, but  the  'patient  died.  It  is  but 
justice  to  Mr.  L.  however  to  add, 
that  the  operation  is  reported  to  have 
been  performed  with  great  dexterity 
and  skill,  and  that  the  parts  were 
found  diseased  higher  up  than  was 
anticipated. 

Maljyraxis  in  Midwifery. — A 
somewhat  remarkable  and  novel 
question  has  recently  agitated  ihe 
medical  faculty  in  France.  Dr.  He- 
lie,  of  Chenu,  in  the  department  de 
rOrne,  was  called  to  a  lady  in  labor, 
and  found,  on  examination,  that  both 
arms  presented.  After  twenty-four 
hours  of  pain,  mostly  ineffectual,  ho 


conceived  the  life  of  the  mother  to 
be  in  danger.  For  the  last  ten  hours 
the  child  exhibited  no  evidence  of 
life,  and  the  arms,  closely  embraced 
by  the  os  uteri,  were  swollen,  livid, 
and  in  a  state  approaching  to  gan- 
grene. Under  these  circumstances, 
he  thought  the  only  expedient  for 
saving  the  life  of  the  mother  was  to 
amputate  the  arms.  Having  tried 
in  vain  to  turn  the  child,  amputation 
was  performed,  and  delivery  easily 
effected.  The  child  lived,  and  the 
wounds  healed. 

The  parents  prosecuted  the  Doc- 
tor for  malpraxis.  The  question 
being  referred  to  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Medicine,  was  committed  to  MM. 
Desormeaux,  Deneux,  Gardien,  Mo- 
reau,  and  Adelon.  Their  first  re- 
port was  decidedly  against  Dr.  H. 
It  produced  much  discussion,  and 
was  referred  back  to  the  same  com- 
mittee for  reconsideration.  The 
subsequent  report  was  less  severe, 
but  still  censured  the  practice.  A 
final  decision  is  not  yet  made  by  the 
Academy,  but  the  probability  is  that 
it  will  be  against  Dr.  Helie.  The 
legal  tribunal  will  be  governed  by 
the  decision  of  the  Academy. 

Chimney-sweepers    exempt  from 
Ophthalmia, — The  physician  of  the 
Dispensary  at  Bristol,  Eng.,  states 
that  of  11700  patients  with  com 
plaints  of  the   eye,   no  chimney 
sweeper  has  ever  yet  presented  him 
self,  though  one  would  suppose  oph- 
thalmia a  frequent  consequence  of 
that  occupation.     The  Surgeon  of 
the  Eye  Infirmary  at  the  same  place 
also  states,  that  for  twenty  years  ho 
does  not  remember  a  case  of  oph- 
thalmia in  any  of  the  sooty  brother- 
hood. 


Remarkable  Superiority  of  ampu- 
tating by  one  Incision  through  the 
Integuments  and  Muscles. — This 
great  improvement  in  the  mode  of 
amputating,  which  was  formerly  re- 
commended by  Louis,  and  unac- 
cguiitably  abandoned,  is  practised 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


271 


and  highly  recommended  by  all  the 
present  surgeons  of  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
M.  Dupuytren,  M.  Breschet,  and  M. 
Sanson.  In  thighs  removed  by  the 
two  former,  and  an  arm  by  the  lat- 
ter, no  tourniquet  was  employed  in 
either  case.  The  limb  was  grasped 
by  an  assistant,  and  pressure  made 
on  the  principal  artery.  A  single 
incision  cut  through  the  skin  and 
muscles  down  to  the  bone,  and  a  re- 
traction of  the  skin  and  muscles,  not 
inserted  in  the  bone,  was  effected  to 
the  extent  of  three  inches.  The  first 
retraction  having  been  completed, 
the  muscles  attached  to  the  bone 
were  cut  through  by  a  scalpel,  on  a 
level  with  the  others,  and  the  bone 
sawed  as  usual.  The  stumps  in  all 
were  remarkably  fine,  and  the  extre- 
mity of  the,  bone  was  more  than  suf- 
ficiently covered. 

Extraordinary  retention  of  the 
Urine. — Dr.  George  Gregory  states 
an  instance  of  entire  retention  of 
urine  in  a  lady,  105  hours  after  de- 
livery. Complaining  of  an  uneasy 
sensation  in  the  region  of  the  blad- 
der, a  Surgeon  was  sent  for,  who  in- 
troduced a  catheter  and  drew  off  se- 
ven measured  pints  of  high  colored 
urine.  The  muscular  fibres  of  the 
bladder  appeared  to  be  somewhat 
paralyzed  after  (probably  in  conse-' 
quence  of  distention),  but  no  very 
serious  injury  followed  this  extraor- 
dinary occurrence.  Dr.  Gregory  asks 
the  question  "  what  is  the  greatest 
quantity  of  urine  which  the  female 
bladder  has  ever  been  known  to  con- 
tain 


Case  in  which  two  ounces  of  con- 
centrated Sulphuric  Acid  were  swal- 
loiced. — A  case  of  this  description 
recently  occurred  at  Malta.  Two 
ounces  of  carbonate  of  magnesia 
were  soon  got  down  the  throat,  not, 
however,  without  great  difficulty,  and 
the  patient  was  bled.  Twelve  hours 
after  taking  the  acid  the  insensibility 
and  coldness  of  the  whole  body  ba- 
nished hope  of  relief  Leeches  were 
however  applied  to  the  epigastric 


region,  followed  by  a  large  blister  to 
the  same  part,  large  doses  of  castor 
oil,  and  copious  evacuation.  These 
remedies  were  persevered  in  several 
days,  and  tartar  emetic  ointment  rub- 
bed on  the  throat,  so  as  to  produce 
an  eruption.  The  syrf»ptoms  unex- 
pectedly yielded  to  this  course,  and 
the  girl  recovered. 

Medical  Society  of  Connecticut. 
— At  the  annual  Convention  of  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  the  Medi- 
cal Society  of  Connecticut,  held  at 
Hartford  the  13th  and  14th  instr,  the 
following  officers  were  elected  for 
the  present  year  : — His  Honor,  John 
S.  Peters,  M.D.,  President  ;  William 
Buel,  M.D.,  Vice  President;  Joseph 
Palmer,  M.D.,  Treasurer;  S.  B. 
Woodward,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

Committee  of  Examination. —  Si- 
las Fuller,  M.D.,  Thomas  Miner, 
M.D.,  S.  B.  Woodward,  M.D. 

Committee  of  Nomination  of  Pro- 
fessors.—EW  Todd,  M.D.,  Andrew 
Harris,  M.D.,  Thomas  Miner,  M.D. 

Committee  of  Nomination  of  Su- 
perintendant  of  the  Retreat. — Hon. 
Thomas  Hubbard,  M.D.,  Eli  Ives, 
M.D.,  His  Honor,  John  S.  Peters, 
M.D.,  William  Buel,  M.D.,  George 
Sumner,  M.D. 


Massachusetts  Medical  Society. — 
A  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held 
on  Wednesday  last,  an  account  of 
which  is  necessarily  postponed  till 
next  week. 


President  Allen's  Address,  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  Dr.  Nathan 
Smith,  is  acknowledged,  and  will  re- 
ceive early  attention. 


keport  op  deaths  in  boston. 
The  week  ending  May  29,  at  noon. 

Of  brain  fever,  1 — consumption,  4 — convul- 
sions, 1 — dropsy  in  the  head,  2 — dropsy  in 
the  chest,  1 — drowned,  1 — epilepsy,  4 — fever, 

1 —  intemperance,  2 — lung  fever,  1 — old  age, 

2—  sudden,  1.  Males,  10— females,  8.  Still- 
born, 1.    Total,  19. 


Died— At  Dumfries,  Pa.,  Dr.  John  Gir- 
jTOKDj  an  eminent  Physician  and  Swgeon. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


CARTER  &  HENDEE, 

Publishers^  Booksellers^  and  Slalioners, 
Corner  oe  Washington  and  school 

STREETS, 

KEEP  constantly  on  hand,  a  large 
collection  of  English,  French,  Spa- 
nish and  Italian  BOOKS. 

A  complete  assortment  of  MEDICAL 
BO*)KS,  and  a  supply  of  the  best  STA- 
TIONARY. 

They  have  also  for  sale,  Gardner's 
Twelve  Inch  GLOBES,  and  a  supply  of 
the  most  approved  SCHOOL  BOOKS. 

All  of  which  they  will  sell,  at  whole- 
sale and  retail,  on  the  most  liberal  terms. 

DENTAL  SURGERY. 

THIS  day  received  by  CARTER  & 
HENDEE,  No.  135,  Washington 
Street,— A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GERY.   In  three  parts. 

1.  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  IJental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Dental 
Surgery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Dentist.  Denticum  curam  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
dentibus  laxantur  et  chylaceos  officinaj ; 
hinc  mille  malorum  occasiones. — Baglivi 
XIII.  March  17. 

ep6w 

CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 

THE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
lance for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  White's, 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 


mined, or  the  other  proper  measures  to  b« 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express- 
ly disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.  This  machine  has  received 
the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston^  Feb.  6,  1829. 

NEW  BOOKS  FOR  CHILDREN. 

JUST  published  by  COTTONS  &  BAR- 
NARD, 184  Washington  Street. 
The  Waning  Moon,  by  the  author  of 
the  Rising  Sun  ;  The  While  Palfrey,  by 
the  author  of  Thomas  Mansfield  ;  The 
Kind  and  Happy  Child,  by  the  author  of 
the  White  Palfrey,  &;c. 

FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

COTTONS  &  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  for  sale,  the  fol- 
lowing Water  Colors,  of  an  excellent 
quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  Lamber- 
tye,  (France,)  viz :  Bistre,  Raw  Cassel, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  Pink, 
Seppia,  Violet  Lake,  Carmined  Lake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prussian  Blue,  Mineral 
Blue,  Indigo,  Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, Gamboge,  Yellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  Italian  Earth, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth, 
Crocus  Martial,  Green  Lake,  Sanders 
Green,  Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prus- 
sian Green,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red, 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
Flake  White. 

Also — a  great  variety  of  Newman's,  Ac- 
kerman''s,  Reeves's  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boxes  and  separate  cakes. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CONVERSA- 
TIONS. 

COTTONS  &  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  just  published, 
Sunday  School  Conversations  on  some  of 
the  interesting  subjects  recorded  in  the 
New  Testament.  By  the  author  of  the 
Factory  Girl,  The  Badge,  James  Talbot, 
&:c. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  cornor  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Pric«  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.   The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

REDUCTION  OF  HERNIA. 

From  a  Clinical  Lecture  by  M. 
Dupuytren. 

The  means  of  reducing  hernia  are 
various,  and  more  or  less  efficient. 
The  application  of  the  hand,  or  tax- 
is, is  the  most  methodic  and  advan- 
tageous ;  it  is  modified  according 
to  the  kind  of  hernia,  its  size,  and 
other  circumstances.  Among  the 
empirical  methods  adopted  for  the 
same  purpose,  there  is  one  which 
approaches  to  this.  The  patient 
being  laid  upon  his  back,  the  feet 
are  raised  as  high  as  possible,  leav- 
ing the  head  and  shoulders  on  the 
ground  ;  the  weight  of  the  viscera 
in  the  abdomen  acts  upon  the  por- 
tion of  bowel  in  the  hernia,  drag- 
ging it  towards  the  interior,  some- 
times effecting  the  reduction.  Here 
there  is  a  mechajiical  action,  not 
from  without,  inwards,  as  in  the 
taxis,  but  in  an  opposite  direction. 
Various  topical  applications  are 
made  to  strangulated  herniae  ;  some 
of  these,  as  cold  water,  &c.,  are 
Intended  to  diminish  the  volume  of 
the  parts  in  the  sac.  The  action 
of  cold  produces  several  effects  ; 
it  increases  the  tone  of  muscular 
parts,  often,  indeed,  giving  rise  to 
■Budden  contractions,  capable  of 
overcoming  the  obstacle  which  has 
been  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the 
intestinal  contents  ;  so  that  stran- 


gulated herniae  are  sometimes 
speedily  reduced  by  the  affusion  of 
very  cold  water.  Ice,  applied 
with  perseverance,  condenses  the 
liquids  and  gas,  and  thus,  also,  fa- 
cilitates their  return  into  the  abdo- 
men. Other  local  applications 
appear  intended  to  act  upon  the 
secretion  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  part  ;  such  as  cataplasms  of 
senna,  gratiola,  &c.  These  are 
asserted  to  have  good  effects  in  the 
cases  of  elderly  persons,  in  whom 
it  is  well  known  that  the  slowness 
of  the  peristaltic  motion  more  fre- 
quently occasions  overloading  than 
actual  strangulation, — a  circum- 
stance which  must  be  kept  in  mind, 
that  we  may  not  trust  too  much  to 
these  measures  where  the  patient 
is  young,  and  the  case  one  of  genu- 
ine incarceration.  As  experience 
has  demonstrated  that  the  manner 
in  which  purgatives  act  is  by  faci- 
litating the  expulsion  of  the  contents 
of  the  hernia,  it  may  be  asked  why 
more  active  substances  are  not  em- 
ployed; for  example,  the  croton  oil.'* 
The  nausea  and  vomiting,  so 
frequently  present  in  such  cases, 
does  not  always  contraindicate  the 
use  of  purgatives,  as  they  some- 
times succeed  when  more  methodi- 
cal treatment  has  failed.  With 
regard  to  enemata,  they  ought  ne- 
ver to  be  omitted  unless  there  be 
evident  symptoms  of  inflamma- 
tion. 


274  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


Some  local  applications  are  in- 
tended to  produce  relaxation  at  the 
point  of  strangulation  ;  thus  the 
extract  of  belladonna  has  recently 
appeared  to  produce  good  effects 
in  the  hands  of  M.  St.  Amand. 

The  rapid  sinking  of  the  patient 
frequently  produces  the  relaxation 
favorable  to  the  reduction  of  the 
hernia.  This  is  effected  by  means 
of  copious  general  bleeding,  the 
application  of  leeches  to  the  tumor, 
and  long  continued  immersion  in  a 
warm  bath, — means  which,  in  ge- 
neral, are  not  employed  with  suffi- 
cient energy.  These  observations 
show  that  the  operation  is  not  the 
only  resource  in  such  cases ;  but  it 
is  a  very  important  point  that  the 
operation  be  not  delayed  after  its 
necessity  has  become  obvious.  A 
consideration  of  all  the  circum- 
stances can  alone  lead  to  a  satis- 
factory conclusion.  The  following 
case  will  show  that  at  the  Hotel 
Dieu  other  means  are  tried  before 
operating. 

A  woman,  aged  50,  had  labored 
under  crural  hernia  of  the  right 
side  for  more  than  ten  years.  It 
frequently  became  obstructed  ;  but 
repose,  the  horizontal  posture,  and 
the  taxis,  had  always  sufficed  to 
restore  it.  On  the  24th  of  Feb- 
ruary, after  some  efforts  to  carry 
a  load,  the  tumor  suddenly  became 
the  size  of  a  small  egg,  and  symp- 
toms of  strangulation  manifested 
themselves  with  violence.  The 
usual  methods  to  produce  reduction 
were  adopted  without  avail.  Next 
day  she  was  brought  to  the  hospi- 
tal, when  she  was  bled  from  the 
arm,  the  tumor  covered  with  leech- 
es, and  she  was  put  into  a  warm 
bath,  where  she  remained  nearly 
two  hours.  At  the  end  of  this 
time,  faintness  came  on,  when  the 
"interne"  took  the  opportunity  of 


applying  the  taxis;  by  which  means 
he  entirely  reduced  the  hernia. 

M.  Dupuytren  stated  that  at  the 
Hotel  Dieu  they  succeeded  in  re- 
ducing only  one-third  of  the  herniae 
brought  to  them,  while  in  civil  life 
at  least  two-thirds  were  reduced. 
Among  the  causes  of  this  differ- 
ence, the  principal  is  that  those 
cases  in  which  reduction  has  al- 
ready been  attempted,  without  suc- 
cess, are  generally  sent  to  the  hos- 
pital. In  the  better  ranks  of  life 
the  causes  of  strangulation  are 
much  less  frequent,  and  the  patients 
much  more  ready  to  call  in  assist- 
ance. If  we  are  in  haste  to  ope- 
rate on  such  individuals,  some  of 
those  who  die  might  possibly  be 
saved  :  but  at  the  same  time  we 
run  the  risk  of  practising  an  opera- 
tion which  is  not  called  for.  Be- 
sides, there  is  never  more  than 
twelve  hours  between  each  visit  ; 
and  it  is  generally  in  this  interval 
that  reduction  takes  place.  Pru- 
dence, therefore,  requires  that  we 
ought  not  to  be  in  too  great  haste  ; 
and  experience  proves  that  gan- 
grene of  the  intestine  neither  comes 
on  so  easily  nor  so  soon  as  is  gene- 
rally said.  We  are  now  less  im- 
posed upon  by  the  brown  color 
which  the  organ  assumes  in  conse- 
quence of  the  constriction  ;  and 
knuckles  of  intestine  are  now  re- 
placed in  the  abdomen,  the  appear- 
ance of  which  would  formerly  have 
been  regarded  as  indicating  the  ne- 
cessity of  establishing  an  artificial 
anus.  It  is  necessary,  then,  to 
multiply  the  means  of  reduction  ; 
to  persevere  as  long  as  possible 
in  their  employment,  and  only  to 
despair  of  their  success  when  the 
continuance  of  the  local  mischief, 
and  the  increase  of  the  general 
symptoms,  give  rise  to  well- 
grounded  apprehensions. 

La  Clinique. 
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II. 

Observations  relating  to  the  Func- 
tion of  Digestion. 

By  A.  P.  W.  Philip,  M.D.  F.R.S.  &c. 

The  author,  referring  to  his  former 
papers  published  in  the  Philosophi- 
cal Transactions,  concludes  that 
digestion  requires  for  its  due  per- 
formance both  a  proper  supply  of 
gastric  secretion,  and  ^^a  certain 
muscular  action  in  the  stomach, 
the  latter  circumstance  being  need- 
ful for  the  expulsion  of  that  portion 
of  food  which  has  been  acted  upon 
by  the  gastric  juice.  Nervous 
power  is  necessary  for  secretion  ; 
but  the  muscular  action  of  the 
stomach  being  excited  by  the  me- 
chanical stimulus  of  the  contents 
of  that  organ,  is  independent  of  the 
nervous  power.  It  had  already 
been  shown  by  the  author,  that 
after  the  removal  of  a  portion  of 
the  eighth  pair  of  nerves,  the  gal- 
vanic influence  directed  through 
these  nerves  will  restore  the  se- 
cretion of  gastric  juice.  But 
Messrs.  Breschet  and  H.  Milne 
Edwards  have  lately  endeavored 
to  prove  that  the  same  effect  re- 
sults, also,  from  mechanical  irrita- 
tion of  the  lower  portions  of  the 
divided  nerves.  The  author  points 
out  several  circumstances  which 
appear  to  have  been  overlooked  by 
those  gentlemen,  and  which  he 
thinks  invalidate  the  conclusions 
they  have  deduced  from  their  ex- 
periments. He  states  that  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  digested  food  will 
always  be  found  in  the  stomach  of 
the  animal  for  five  or  six  hours 
after  the  operation,  and  even  after 
the  lapse  of  ten  or  twelve  hours, 
from  its  being  less  completely 
changed,  and  therefore  expelled 
more  slowly  than  in  the  natural 
state.  The  paper  concluded  with 
the  recital  of  experiments  made 


for  the  author  by  Mr.  Cutler,  in 
which  the  contents  of  the  stomach 
of  a  rabbit,  whose  eighth  pair  of 
nerves,  after  excision,  had  been 
kept  mechanically  irritated,  were 
compared  with  those  of  another 
rabbit,  in  which  the  nerves  had 
not  been  irritated,  and  a  third  which 
had  been  left  undisturbed-  All 
those  who  witnessed  the  result  of 
this  experiment,  among  whom  was 
Mr.  Brodie,  were  convinced  that 
the  irritation  of  the  nerves  had  no 
effect  whatever  in  promoting  the 
digestion  of  the  food,  neither  did  it 
at  all  contribute  to  relieve  the  dif- 
ficulty of  breathing  consequent  on 
the  section  of  the  nerves. 

Phil.  Magazine. 


III. 

OIL  OP  TURPENTINE. 

Inquiries  respecting  the  Efficacy  of 
the  Oil  of  Turpentine  in  the 
Treatment  of  JV^euralgia^  and 
particularly  of  Sciatica. 

By  M.  Martinet. 

Turpentine  was  employed  many 
years  ago  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases of  the  nerves.  It  was  used 
by  Galen  and  Michael  Doringius 
in  the  form  of  a  plaster  ;  Scultet 
exhibited  it  successfully  in  wounds 
of  the  nerves ;  and  Bonnet  had 
even  the  good  fortune  to  cure  a 
patient  of  neuralgia  by  the  essen- 
tial oil  of  turpentine  :  but  Archi- 
bald first  brought  it  into  notice  as 
a  remedy  for  sciatica.  Having 
informed  Cheyne  of  the  success 
with  which  he  had  employed  it  in 
this  disease,  the  latter  recom- 
mended it  to  Home,  who  after- 
wards published,  in  his  Experi- 
ments and  Facts,"  seven  cases  in 
confirmation  of  the  practice. 
Since  that  period,  turpentine  has 
been  employed  in  the  above-men- 
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tioned  diseases  by  many  physicians 
of  dififerent  countries  ;  by  Heist, 
Thilenius,  and  Lentin,  in  Gerina- 
many,  and  by  Recamier,  De  Lar- 
roque,  Dufour,  and  Husson,  in 
France. 

M.  Martinet  affirms  that  little 
benefit  is  to  be  expected  from 
the  employment  of  the  oil  of  tur- 
pentine, without  due  attention  to 
the  mode  of  administering  it.  It 
has  been  exhibited  in  various  pro- 
portions, and  in  very  different 
ways,  but  he  decidedly  prefers 
giving  it  internally,  and  in  small 
doses  of  twenty  drops,  three  times 
daily,  in  order  that  its  absorption 
may  be  the  more  gradually  but 
thoroughly  effected.  In  larger 
doses  it  is  liable  to  occasion  diar- 
rhoea, by  which  its  peculiar  pro- 
perties are  rendered  unavailing. 
The  oil  of  turpentine,  when  thus 
given  in  scruple  doses,  and  in 
some  proper  vehicle,  such  as  ho- 
ney, syrup,  or,  what  is  still  bet- 
ter, in  magnesia,  by  which  its 
acrid  taste  is  more  completely 
disguised,  produces  a  strong  sen- 
sation of  heat  in  the  stomach  and 
whole  intestinal  tube,  as  well  as 
in  the  diseased  nerve  and  limb  ; 
and  sometimes  it  even  occasions  a 
general  sweat.  In  certain  indi- 
viduals it  causes  a  slight  colic  or 
a  mild  diarrhoea,  and,  more  rare- 
ly, either  a  dysuria  or  an  increas- 
ed flow  of  urine.  But  when  a 
drachm  of  the  medicine  is  tsiken 
instead  of  a  scruple,  intense  colic, 
diarrhoea,  and  even  vomiting,  su- 
pervene ;  yet  these  formidable 
signs  of  irritation,  both  of  the  di- 
gestive and  the  urinary  organs, 
generally  disappear  as  soon  as  the 
medicine  is  intermitted.  In  pa- 
tients whose  stomach  and  bowels 
are  irritable,  a  small  quantity  of 
opium  is  found  a  useful  addition  to 
the  turpentine,  by  moderating  its 


stimulating  efTects  on  the  mucous 
membrane  of  those  parts. 

When  the  oil  of  turpentine  is 
exhibited  in  the  manner  and  quan- 
tity just  described,  it  would  seem 
to  be  particularly  powerful  in  the 
removal  of  sciatica  ;  yet,  as  M. 
Martinet  suggests,  this  opinion 
may  have  arisen  from  the  greater 
frequency  of  this  complaint.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  its  efficacy  is  also 
remarkable  for  curing  other  spe- 
cies of  neuralgia  which  affect  the 
extremities. 

When  we  attempt  to  deduce 
from  the  phenomena  which  follow 
the  exhibition  of  the  oil,  the  mode 
of  its  operation,  and  the  cause  of 
its  being  efficacious,  we  cannot 
refer  the  latter  either  to  its  pur- 
gative, its  diuretic,  or  its  sudorific 
effects  ;  since  this  augmentation 
of  the  different  secretions  is  nei- 
ther regular  nor  constant  in  its 
occurrence,  and  never  bears  any 
proportion  to  the  benefit  derived 
by  the  patient.  Besides,  we 
daily  see  patients  who  are  purged, 
sweated,  &c.,  much  more  abun- 
dantly by  other  medicines,  with- 
out deriving  the  least  benefit  ; 
and  it  was  this  reflection  which 
led  Home  to  attribute  to  the  oil 
of  turpentine  a  specific  influence 
over  sciatica. 

Some  physicians  have  supposed 
that  this  medicine  produces  its 
sanitary  effects  on  the  nervous 
system  by  causing  a  revulsion 
from  the  brain  to  the  stomach 
and  skin  ;  but  M.  Martinet  thinks 
he  has  clearly  shown  in  his  Essay 
that  these  effects  are  almost  al- 
ways missing,  even  in  cases  of 
recovery  ;  and  he,  therefore,  will 
not  admit  this  explanation  to  be 
correct.  Others,  on  the  contra- 
ry, attribute  its  efficacy  to  a  re- 
vulsion on  the  nerves,  which  is  sy  m- 
pathetic  with  that  on  the  stomach. 
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M.  Martinet,  however,  con- 
ceives that  the  stimulation  which 
this  oil  communicates  to  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  stomach, 
is  equally  produced  in  the  nerves 
affected,  and  to  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  in  proportion  as  they  are 
more  or  less  morbidly  affected  ; 
which,  in  his  opinion,  serves  to 
explain  the  fact  that  this  medi- 
cine is  more  efficacious  in  severe 
and  obstinate,  than  in  mild  and 
recent  cases  of  neuralgia.  The 
new  modification  which  is  thus 
effected  in  the  state  of  the  nerve 
would  seem,  therefore,  to  dispose 
it  to  resume  its  natural  action, 
that  of  health.  The  heat  which 
the  greater  proportion  of  those 
persons,  who  are  either  cured  or 
relieved,  feel  in  the  affected 
parts,  seems  to  confirm  the  ex- 
planation adopted. 

As  to  the  question  whether  the 
turpentine  acts  directly  on  the 
nerves  by  absorption,  or  exerts 
its  influence  over  them  indirectly 
and  sympathetically,  through  the 
medium  of  the  stomach,  we  are 
most  inclined  to  adopt  the  first  of 
these  hypotheses  ;  and  we  found 
our  opinion  on  the  fact  that  this 
oil  is  nearly  always  observed  to 
fail  in  curing  those  cases  of  neu- 
ralgia where  it  produces  violent 
purging  ;  which  is  also  true  in 
respect  to  all  other  substances 
employed  in  this  disease,  and 
whose  only  effect  is  to  irritate 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  sto- 
mach and  intestines.  Its  action 
on  the  urinary  organs  would  ap- 
pear to  be  seldom  useful,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  often  injurious. 

As  an  external  remedy,  turpen- 
tine seems  most  beneficial  when 
rubbed  in  by  the  hand  ;  it  thus 
produces  redness  of  the  surface, 
without  exciting  a  sensation  of 
heat  along  the  course  of  the  nerve. 


But  the  strong  and  penetrating 
odor  of  the  oil,  when  exhibited  in 
this  manner,  not  unfrequently  oc- 
casions headach. 

This  medicine  is  of  approved 
efficacy  in  all  cases  of  neuralgia 
affecting  the  extremities,  and 
particularly  in  sciatica,  when  this 
disease  is  simple  in  its  character, 
and  evinces  no  sign  that  the  nerve 
is  either  altered  in  its  structure, 
in  a  state  of  inflammation,  or  com- 
pressed by  the  formation  of  a  con- 
tiguous tumor.  M.  Martinet  af- 
firms that,  whether  the  complaint 
be  recent  or  otherwise,  the  chance 
of  cure  by  this  remedy  is  great- 
est, cceteris  paribus^  when  the  pain 
is  so  intense  as  to  indicate  distinct- 
ly the  course  of  the  nerve,  and 
so  obstinate  in  its  nature  as  to 
yield  to  no  other  treatment  what- 
ever. But  it  is  necessary  to  pay 
attention  to  the  state  of  the  sto- 
mach ;  for,  in  case  it  should  not 
be  perfectly  sound,  the  medicine 
must  be  immediately  intermitted. 

Twelve  days  usually  suffice 
for  curing  neuralgia  when  it  af- 
fects the  extremities,  and,  more 
commonly,  only  half  that  time  ; 
and  the  exhibition  of  this  remedy, 
during  a  longer  period,  would, 
therefore,  be  injudicious,  and  det- 
rimental to  the  organs  of  digestion. 

That  the  reader  rc:y  be  ena- 
bled to  judge  for  himself  respect- 
ing the  correctness  of  the  doc- 
trines above  advanced,  we  shall 
terminate  the  present  paper  by 
giving  a  brief  analysis  of  the  va- 
rious observations  which  M.  Mar- 
tinet has  included  in  his  Essay. 

Of  seventy  individuals,  affected 
chiefly  with  sciatica,  and  other 
kinds  of  neuralgia  of  the  extremi- 
ties, fifty-eight  were  cured,  viz., 
— three  by  rubbing  in  the  oil,  and 
all  the  others  by  taking  it  inter- 
nally ;  ten,  (two  of  whom  previ- 
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ously  intermitted  the  medicine,) 
obtained  only  temporary  relief 
from  its  use  ;  and  five  received 
no  benefit.  Of  these  five,  two 
had  diseases  of  the  joints,  of  which 
they  died  a  few  months  after- 
wards. 

Of  these  seventy-one  cases  of 
neuralgia,  (for  one  of  the  patients 
had  two  affections  of  the  kind,) 
forty  were  acute,  and  thirty-one 
chronic.  Of  the  forty  acute 
.cases,  thirty-four  were  cured, 
five  relieved,  and  only  one  con- 
tinued in  the  same  state.  Of  the 
thirty-one  chronic  cases,  twenty- 
four  were  cured,  three  relieved, 
and  four  received  no  amendment. 

Again,  of  the  seventy-one  cases 
of  neuralgia,  thirty-three  had  re- 
sisted the  effects  of  divers  reme- 
dies ;  and  of  these  thirty-three, 
twenty-five  were  completely 
cured,  four  were  only  relieved, 
and  four  more  remained  uninflu- 
enced by  the  medicine. 

Of  the  fifty-eight  cases  of  neu- 
ralgia which  were  cured  by  the 
oil  of  turpentine,  thirty-four  were 
cured  in  less  than  ten  days;  twen- 
ty-two in  less  than  twelve  days  ; 
and  three  within  the  space  of  from 
twenty-eight  to  forty-five  dajs. 

Of  the  same  fifty-eight  cases 
which  were  cured,  forty-eight 
were  c?^es  of  sciatica,  two  of 
which  were  cured  by  frictions  ; 
three  were  cases  of  crural,  four 
of  brachial,  and  three  of  facial, 
neuralgia. 

Of  the  ten  patients  which  were 
only  relieved,  two  were  affected 
with  sciatica,  and  their  treatment 
was  intermitted  on  the  second  day. 

Finally,  of  the  five  in  which 
the  treatment  entirely  failed, 
there  were  four  cases  of  sciatica, 
and  one  of  crural  neuralgia.  Two 
of  the  four  died  of  disease  of  the 
hip-joint. 


In  twenty-one  instances  it  is 
recorded  that  a  sensation  of  heat 
was  experienced  along  the  course 
of  the  nerve,  and  in  the  affected 
limb;  and  of  these,  nineteen  were 
perfectly  cured  ;  the  other  two, 
having  intermitted  the  treatment, 
were  only  relieved. 

In  eighteen  cases  a  sensation 
of  heat  was  felt  in  the  intestines, 
and  especially  in  the  stomach. 
Three  were  seized  with  vomiting, 
in  two  of  whom  it  was  occasioned 
by  a  too  powerful  dose  of  the  oil, 
namely,  two  drachms. 

Three  suffered  from  diarrhoea 
and  severe  colics  ;  and  in  one  in- 
stance the  inside  of  the  patient's 
mouth  was  affected  with  vesicles. 

In  five  cases  the  urine  was 
more  abundant  than  natural,  and 
four  were  attacked  with  stran- 
gury. Two  of  these  had  taken 
too  large  a  dose. 

In  ten  patients  there  was 
sweating  over  the  whole  body, 
and  in  two  instances  it  was  con- 
fined to  the  member  affected. 

And,  lastly,  one  woman,  affect- 
ed with  neuralgia,  was,  as  it  were, 
intoxicated  by  the  turpentine;  and 
two  other  patients  experienced 
the  sensation  of  itching  through- 
out the  whole  body. 

Lond.  Med.  Sf  Phys.  Journ, 


IV. 

CORPUSCLES  IN  THE  EYE. 

Remarkable  Case  of  Corpuscles 
freely  moving  both  in  the  Vitre- 
ous Humor  and  in  the  Posterior 
Chamber  of  the  Eye^  and  causing 
the  imaginary  Perception  of  Ob- 
jects. 

On  ths  17th  of  August,  M.  Galy, 
Surgeon  of  the  Hospital  of  Perig- 
neux,  consulted  M.  Parfait-Lan- 
drau  on  the  case  of  M.  Audebert, 
formerly  a  magistrate,  then  in  his 
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seventieth  year,  and  of  a  bilio- 
sanguineous  temperament.  He 
was  subject  to  wandering  pains, 
resembling  those  of  rheumatism, 
and  had  for  several  years  expe- 
rienced an  alteration  in  regard  to 
the  sight  of  his  right  eye,  of  w  hich 
he  feared  the  consequences,  al- 
though the  affection  had  remained 
a  long  while  stationary.  He  sees 
muscae  volitantes,  black  points, 
and  other  images,  of  various 
shapes,  &c.,  which  have  been  so 
well  described  by  M.  Demours, 
in  a  memoir  which  he  recently 
read  to  the  Academy. 

After  an  attentive  examination 
of  the   patient's   pupils,  which 
were  rather  contracted,  M.  Par- 
fait-Landrau  thought  that  he  could 
perceive  certain  corpuscles  mov- 
ing apparently  at  the  bottom  of 
the  posterior  chamber  of  the  right 
eye,  and  shining  with  a  sort  of 
phosphoric  brilliancy.    As  these 
phenomena  were  new,  and  of  a 
most  interesting  description,  he 
did  not  hastily  admit  the  evidence 
of  his  senses,  but  doubted  the 
correctness  of  first  thoughts  ;  and, 
on  the  supposition  that  what  ap- 
peared to  be  in  the  eye  might  be 
really  nothing  more  than  the  re- 
flection of  external  objects,  (al- 
though they  were  not  apparent  in 
the  sound  eye,)  he  proposed  to 
the  patient  and  his  medical  at- 
tendant that  the  pupil  should  be 
dilated  by  the  extract  of  bella- 
donna.   The  pupil  was,  by  this 
means,  th'oroughly   dilated,  and 
MM.  Parfait-Landrau  and  Galy 
distinctly  perceived  a  considera- 
ble number  of  corpuscles,  which 
in  general  resembled  finely  pow- 
dered liquorice,  and  a  few  had 
the  brilliancy  of  fine  gold  dust. 
These  particles  moved  to  and  fro 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of 
the  posterior  chamber  :  when  the 


eye  became  fixed,  they  descend- 
ed ;  when  it  moved,  ihey  were 
again  agitated  as  before;  and  thus 
on  in  succession. 

M.  Parfait-Landrau  is  firmly  of 
opinion  that  these  substances 
were  in  the  vitreous  humor,  as 
they  were  numerous,  and  suffi- 
ciently near  to  be  distinctly  seen 
with  the  naked  eye,  although  he 
employed  a  magnifying  glass  in 
his  examination  of  them. 

This  new  discovery  of  an  evi- 
dent and  ph}'sical  cause  for  that 
which  the  ancients  called  perpetu- 
al imagination,  which  the  moderns 
have  since  attributed  to  the  state 
of  the  internal  membranes  of  the 
eye,  to  varicose  veins  in  its  hu- 
mors or  membranes,  is  the  more 
remarkable,  as  no  similar  pheno- 
menon is  described  in  any  work 
professing  to  treat  of  these  mat- 
ters.   M.  Demours  thinks  that 
one  of  the  causes  of  these  muscas 
volitantes  is  due  to  the  humor  of 
Morgagni,  in  which  he  supposes 
there  are  small  portions  which, 
without  losing  their  transparency, 
become  more  dense,  ponderous, 
and    refractive.     Other  practi- 
tioners, equally  respectable,  con- 
sider them  to  be  produced  by  the 
aqueous  humor  ;  and  our  author 
allows  that  they  cannot,  in  every 
case,  result  from  the  phenomenon 
which  is  the  subject  of  the  pre- 
sent paper.    He  therefore  does 
not  attempt  to  refute  the  various 
opinions  to  which  they  have  given 
rise.    He  agrees  with  M.  De- 
mours in  stating  that  these  cor- 
puscula  volitantia  rise  with  the 
movement  of  the  eye,  but  imme- 
diately afterwards  fall  to  its  most 
dependent  part,  whatever  may  be 
the  precise  position  of  the  eye  it- 
self.   This  curious  fact  may  be 
readily  explained  in  the  present 
patient,  but  certainly  it  is  not 
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quite  so  intelligible  in  those  cases 
where  it  is  attributed,  to  the  de- 
velopement  of  varicose  veins  in 
the  humors  or  internal  membranes 
of  the  eye.  It  is  alike  inexplica- 
ble on  the  supposition  that  it  is 
the  effect  of  partial  paralysis  of 
the  retina. 

In  order  that  these  corpuscles 
might  move  about  in  the  vitreous 
humor,  the  hyaloid  membrane, 
which  forms  its  cells,  must  be 
first  destroyed, — the  natural  con- 
sequence of  which  is  a  considera- 
ble reduction  in  the  density  of 
that  humor  ;  and  it  is  well  known 
that  this  alteration  may  exist 
without  prevanting  the  other  parts 
of  the  eye  from  performing  their 
respective  functions.  For  there 
is  scarcely  an  oculist  in  the  habit 
of  operating  for  cataract  by  ex- 
traction of  the  lens,  who  has  not 
found,  in  some  patients,  the  vitre- 
ous almost  as  fluid  as  the  aqueous 
humor,  without  preventing  the 
success  of  such  operations.  And 
thus  iwe  see  that  the  crystalline 
humor  may,  without  evident  cause, 
entirely  dissolve  within  its  mem- 
branous sac,  and  occasion  no  al- 
teration in  other  parts  of  the  eye. 

That,  in  the  case  of  M.  Aude- 
bert,  these  corpuscles,  which  ap- 
pear to  move  in  the  vitreous  hu- 
mor, are  not  contained  in  its  cells, 
and  do  not  owe  their  movement 
to  the  undulation  of  this  humor, 
(if  it  should  be  deemed  capable 
of  undulation,)  is  proved  by  the 
fact  that,  when  the  eye  moves, 
they  are  seen  very  distinctly  ris- 
ing from  the  bottom,  and  travers- 
ing the  whole  posterior  chamber. 
Again,  as  soon  as  the  eye  is  sta- 
tionary, they  are  seen  descending 
to  their  former  situation  ;  upon 
which  the  eye  -becomes  clear, 
and  the  patient  no  longer  per- 
ceives the  muscae  volitantes. 


This  is  certainly  a  singular 
phenomenon  ;  but  it  might,  per- 
haps, have  been  occasionally  ob- 
served, if  the  pupils  had  been  al- 
ways artificially  dilated  in  the 
examination  of  similar  cases. 

M.  Audebert  reads  with  the 
affected  eye,  and  feels  no  pain  in 
it  ;  the  pupil  daily  contracts  and 
dilates,  and  all  the  parts  of  the 
eye,  the  vitreous  humor  except- 
ed, present  no  morbid  appear- 
ances. 

Four  days  after  the  first  inves- 
tigation, the  eye  was  again  exa- 
mined, in  the  presence  of  MM. 
Galey  and  Renand,  surgeons,  and 
of  Dr.  Vidal,  member  of  the  me- 
dical jury  of  the  department,  and 
head  physician  of  the  hospital, — 
all  of  whom  testify  to  the  truth 
of  the  above  statement. — Ib» 


Treatment  of  Purpura  Hcemorrha- 
gica. 

Mr.  E.  Moore,  of  Islington,  has 
sent  us  some  observations  on  the 
treatment  of  purpura  haemorrha- 
gica,  in  which  he  expresses  his 
opinion  of  the  injurious  effects  of 
calomel  in  that  disease.  "  In 
every  case  of  my  own  and  my 
friends,"  says  Mr.  M.,  "  in  which 
that  medicine  has  been  exhibited, 
the  symptoms  have  put  on  the 
same  appearances,  and  been  fol- 
lowed by  the  same  results,  while 
those  cases  which  weye  treated 
at  first  with  warm  baths,  saline 
purgatives,  and  moderate  diet, 
invariably  i*ecovered.  In  Mr. 
Head's  case,  related  in  No.  292, 
bloody  evacuations,  rapid  sinking 
of  the  pulse,  and  prostration  of 
strength,  almost  immediately  fol- 
lowed the  exhibition  of  calomel, 
for  which  the  post-mortem  exami- 
nation does  not  acc  cunt. " — Lancet, 
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SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


ENDOSMOSE  AND  EXOSMOSE. 

The  researches  of  M.  Dutrochet,  a 
distinguished  physiologist  in  Paris, 
have  led  to  the  discovery  of  a  new 
principle  in  physics,  the  modifica- 
tions of  which  have  received  the 
above  designations,  and  in  virtue  of 
which  is  produced  ^'  the  reciprocal 
transmission,  through  certain  mem- 
branes, of  fluids  which  are  in  contact 
with  their  opposite  surfaces,  and 
which  differ  from  one  another  in 
certain  physical  conditions.*'  An 
account  of  some  of  the  experiments, 
by  which  the  existence  of  this  new 
principle  was  ascertained,  will  ren- 
der the  subject  intelligible  to  our 
readers. 

When  the  ccBcum  of  a  chicken  was 
half  filled  with  milk,  tied,  an5  then 
immersed  in  rain  water,  it  was  found 
to  become  gradually  fuller,  and  at 
length  very  turgid,  increasing,  in 
thirty-six  hours,  from  196  to  313 
grains  in  weight.  When  a  dense 
fluid  was  substituted  for  the  milk, 
such  as  albumen,  or  gum  arable  in 
solution,  the  same  phenomenon  oc- 
curred to  a  greater  extent,  the  tur- 
gescence  increasing  more  rapidly 
and  becoming  more  considerable  ; 
for  in  eight  hours  and  a  half  the 
weight  of  the  caecum  and  its  contents 
was  increased  from  58  to  130  grains. 
This  transmission  by  inward  impulse, 
or  endosmose,  exists  to  a  certain, 
though  less  degree,  when  the  csecum 
is  empty.  It  occurred  always  when 
the  contained  fluid  was  denser  than 
that  surrounding  it.  When  the  reverse 
was  the  case  ;  when,  for  instance, 


the  caecum  was  filled  with  water  and 
immersed  in  the  above  active  fluids, 
as  milk  or  albumen,  the  water  passed 
outwards  through  the  membrane. 
In  like  manner,  a  weak  solution  of 
gum  arable  passed  outwards  toward 
a  stronger.  To  this  principle  is  ap- 
plied the  name  of  exosmose^  or  iui- 
pulse  outwards. 

But,  though  the  phenomena  above 
described  indicate  the  two  opposite 
relations  in  the  fluids  in  which  they 
occur,  it  must  not  be  inferred  that 
each  principle  is  insulated  and  ir)de- 
pendent  of  the  other  ;  on  the  contra- 
ry, it  is  proved  that  they  always  co- 
exist, and  that  the  results  to  which 
they  give  rise  are  the  effects  of  the 
preponderance  of  one  over  the  other, 
and  not  of  the  exclusive  action  of 
either.  When  an  organic  fluid,  such 
as  syrup,  is  enclosed  in  a  membran- 
ous bag,  and  the  bag  is  immersed  in 
pure  water,  the  water  enters  the  bag  ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  a  part  of  the 
syrup  passes  out  into  the  water,  as 
may  be  ascertained  by  the  taste. 
Endosmose  and  exosmose  are,  there- 
fore, always  reciprocal  ;  and  the  for** 
mer  or  latter  predominates,  according 
as  the  contained  fluid  is  lighter  or 
denser  than  the  other. 

By  substituting  for  the  bag  men- 
tioned above  an  inverted  funnel,  co- 
vered with  a  membranous  substance, 
and  connected  above  with  a  tube  of 
a  fine  bore,  M.  Dutrochet  succeeded 
in  forming  a  convenient  endosmome- 
ter,  by  which  the  action  of  various 
fluids  on  each  other  might  be  ascer- 
tained.   It  is  found  that  besides  the 
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substances  which  produce  endosmose 
in  virtue  of  their  density,  others  have 
the  same  power  by  means  of  their 
chemical  nature.  Nitric,  acetic,  and 
still  more,  muriatic  acid  ;  potass,  am- 
monia, and  alcohol ;  sulphate  and 
muriate  of  soda,  are  all  exciters 
of  endosmose.  Two  substances, 
sulphuric  acid  and  sulphuretted  hy- 
drogen, are  quite  inactive  in  this  res- 
pect. 

All  organized  membranes  are  ac- 
tive in  the  sense  of  serving  for  the 
transmission  of  endosmose.  Some 
inorganic  membranes,  also,  partake 
of  this  quality  ;  but  all  active  sub- 
stances whatever  become  inactive 
when  they  have  been  penetrated  by 
inactive  fluids. 

As  regards  the  explanation  of  the 
above  phenomena,  M.  Dutrochet  ad- 
vances the  opinion  that  they  are 
probably  connected  with  electricity  : 
— that  in  consequence  of  the  appli- 
cation to  the  opposite  surfaces  of  the 
same  membrane  of  substances  differ- 
ing in  chemical  or  physical  proper- 
ties, they  acquire  opposite  electrical 
states  : — and  that  their  mutual  trans- 
mission is  the  result  of  the  effort 
made  by  this  principle  to  regain  its 
equilibrium.  It  is  at  least  certain 
that  the  transmission  of  a  homoge- 
neous fluid  from  the  positive  to  the 
negative  pole  of  a  galvanic  appara- 
tus, takes  place  through  organized 
membranes  generally,  and  through 
the  same  inoiganized  laminae  which 
are  capable  of  being  penetrated  by 
endosmose ;  while  those  which  do 
not  permit  the  passage  of  the  latter 
are  equally  impervious  to  the  former. 

The  principle  of  endosmose, 
the  existence  and  operation  of  which 


are  thus  demonstrated,  affords,  accord- 
ing to  M.  Dutrochet,the  most  plausible 
explanation  for  some  facts  in  vegeta- 
ble physiology,  which  have  hitherto 
been  involved  in  considerable  obscu- 
rity, viz.,  the  circulation  of  the  sap 
in  plants,  the  transpiration  of  leaves, 
and  the  peculiar  movements  exhibit- 
ed in  the  sensitive  plant  and  other 
curiosities  of  the  vegetable  kingdom. 
Many  also  of  the  phenomena  of 
animal  life,  especially  those  which 
occur  in  inflammation,  are  referred 
by  the  author  to  the  same  source. 
A  complete  exposition  of  his  views 
in  regard  to  the  production  of  these 
phenomena  would  carry  us  beyond 
the  proposed  limits  of  these  remarks. 
But  it  will  not  be  disputed  that  if  a 
principle,  as  active  in  its  operation 
as  electricity,  be  generated  in  vege- 
table and  animal  structures  by  the 
presence  of  two  fluids  of  different 
densities,  separated  by  a  membrane, 
such  a  principle  must  exert  a  power- 
ful agency  in  the  operations  which 
are  going  on  within  these  structures ; 
and  if  phenomena  occur  capable  of 
being  resolved  into  the  operation  of 
this  principle,  and  not  clearly  expli- 
cable in  any  other  mode,  it  is  cer- 
tainly reasonable  to  refer  them  to 
this  new  modification  of  vital  energy. 
For  the  rest  we  would  refer  the  read- 
er to  M.  Dutrochet's  own  explanation 
of  these  facts,  as  given  in  his  works, 
and  to  the  comments  on  them  pub- 
lished in  the  journals  of  the  day. 


FLOUR  IN  BURNS. 

From  various  reports  of  cases  in  the 
foreign  journals,  it  appears  that  the 
application  of  flour  to  the  denuded 
surface  produced  by  burns  and  scalds 
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is  often  attended  with  great  relief, 
and  productive  of  the  happiest  re- 
sults ;  and  has  sometimes  effvcted  a 
cure  when  many  of  the  more  usual 
remedies  had  been  employed  to  little 
purpose.  This  remedy  acts  by 
shielding  the  part  from  the  influence 
of  the  external  air,  by  checking  the 
profuse  discharge,  and  moreover,  as 
is  supposed  by  some,  by  the  supply 
of  that  animal  gluten  which  is  essen- 
tial to  the  process  of  incarnation. 
In  many  cases  in  which  it  was  ap- 
plied, the  pain  was  at  once  relieved, 
and  the  process  of  healing  went  on 
with  unusual  rapidity.  We  have 
known  this  practice  repeatedly  tried 
in  this  city,  with  results  equally  fa- 
vorable to  its  reputation.  Two  cases 
of  this  description,  by  Dr.  Storer, 
will  be  found  in  the  first  volume  of 
this  Journal.  The  remark  had  pre- 
viously been  made  by  many  persons 
who  had  treated  ulcerated  surfaces 
caused  by  burns,  that  the  frequent 
removal  of  the  dressings,  and  expos- 
ure of  the  parts  to  the  external  air, 
were  productive  of  unnecessary  pain 
to  the  patient,  and  retarded  healing; 
and  that  such  surfaces  required  a 
permanent  protection.  The  present 
plan  seems  entirely  in  accordance 
with  this  principle.  The  eflort  of 
nature  to  protect  the  part  by  scab- 
bing is  seconded  by  the  application, 
— no  unnecessary  disturbance  is  pro- 
duced, and  the  sanative  process  goes 
on  with  the  least  possible  interrup- 
tion. 

In  order  to  secure  the  best  effect 
from  the  use  of  the  flour  in  these 
cases,  it  ought  to  be  lightly  dusted 
on  the  surface  exposed,  either  by 
enclosing  it  in  a  bag  of  sufliciently 


open  texture  to  permit  its  transmis- 
sion, or  by  using  the  common  dredg- 
ing box,  in  which  the  article  is  usual- 
ly contained.  The  amount  thus 
applied  should  be  left  on  ;  as  the 
discharge  oozes  through  this  layer, 
a  second  may  be  added, and  thus  the 
part  be  kept  nearly  dry. 

Blistered  surfaces,  when  they  be- 
come extremely  painful,  and  prove 
obstinate  under  the  usual  applica- 
tions to  heal  them,  are  greatly  re- 
lieved by  this  mode  of  treatment. 
Flour,  or  powdered  starch,  has  been 
a  long  known  and  familiar  remedy 
for  frets  or  erosions  of  the  skin,  so 
common  in  children,  from  the  fric- 
tion between  adjacent  parts  ;  and  it 
forms,  in  these  cases,  the  best  as  well 
as  the  simplest  remedy. 


DIABETES. 

This  complaint,  which  in  general 
seems  to  bid  defiance  to  all  the  ef- 
forts of  art  to  arrest  its  progress,  will 
yet,  under  favorable  circumstances 
of  age  and  constitution,  assume  a 
less  formidable  aspect,  and  yield  with 
tolerable  readiness  to  the  use  of  re- 
medies. We  have  before  us  three 
cases  in  which  a  cure  was  efiected, 
and  which  we  think  possess  sufficient 
interest  to  entitle  them  to  our  notice. 

In  the  first  case  the  patient,  who 
was  about  forty-five  years  of  age, 
had  been  affected  by  the  disease  for 
more  than  two  months.  Great  thirst 
and  dryness  of  the  fauces  were  pre- 
sent ;  he  drank  about  nine  pints  of 
liquid  daily,  and  passed  ten  pints  of 
urine.  The  treatment  consisted  in 
the  regulation  of  his  diet,  the  exhibi- 
tion of  small  doses  of  opium,  and 
the  us©  of  Labarraque's  solution  of 
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the  chloride  of  soda,  of  which  an 
ounce  was  directed  to  be  taken  every 
twenty-four  hours.  On  the  third  day 
the  quantity  was  increased  to  two 
ounces  ;  but'as  this  amount  produced 
a  sense  of  intoxication,  it  was  again 
diminished.  Great  improvement  was 
visible  on  the  eighth  day,  which  con- 
tinued increasing.  On  the  fourteenth 
day  the  solution  was  diminished  to 
half  an  ounce  daily.  The  patient 
gradually  recovered,  and  on  the  for- 
tieth day  from  commencing  the  treat- 
ment was  dismissed  cured. 

The  second  case  was  of  about  six 
weeks'  standing,  and  the  quantity  of 
urine  passed  in  the  twenty-four  hours 
was  twelve  pints.  It  was  cwred  by 
the  use  of  animal  food  and  opium. 

The  third  case  had  continued  for 
several  months,  and  was  longer  in 
exhibiting  symptoms  of  amendment 
than  the  other  two.  The  treatment 
consisted  in  purges  and  sudorific 
/  medicine,  and  a  strict  adherence  to 
animal  diet,  to  the  exclusion  of  vege- 
table food  and  of  spirits.  To  tliis 
the  disease,  after  some  time,  seemed 
to  yield  ;  but  the  o'ccurrence  of  a 
relapse,  after  some  slight  irregularity, 
proved  that  the  predisposition  was 
not  overcome  ;  and  it  was  not  till  two 
warnings  of  this  sort  had  convinced 
the  patient  of  the  necessity  of  entire 
temperance,  that  he  was  induced  to 
adopt  such  regular  habits  of  living, 
as  at  length  restored  him  to  entire 
health  and  vigor. 

In  the  first  case  the  cure  was  attri- 
buted, by  the  practitioner,  mainly  to 
the  use  of  the  chloro-sodaic  solution  ; 
but  in  all  of  them  great  advantage 
seems  to  have  been  derived  from  a 
properly  regulated  diet,  and  narticu- 


larly  from  an  absolute  adherence  to 
animal  food.  In  truth,  it  is  in  this 
matter  of  diet,  simple  as  it  seems, 
that  a  great  source  of  the  difficulty 
is  to  be  found.  While  the  malady 
is  still  in  its  incipient  stage,  and  the 
patient  is  not  prevented  from  his 
usual  occupatian,  it  is  difficult  to 
persuade  him  to  forego  his  accustom- 
ed indulgence  ;  and  by  the  time  that 
he  becomes  sensible  of  his  danger, 
and  willing  to  make  the  required 
sacrifice,  the  golden  opportunity  may 
have  passed,  and  his  constitution 
have  become  too  seriously  impaired 
to  admit  of  a  cure.  Independently 
of  this,  however,  it  probably  hap- 
pens, in  the  majority  of  cases,  that 
the  disease  itself  is  grafted  on  a  de- 
cayed and  debilitated  frame,  thus 
being  a  consequence  of  that  stale 
which  we  have  regarded  as  its  most 
formidable  effect  ;  and  iu  such  it  Is 
to  be  feared  that  a!l  modes  of  treat- 
ment will  prove  equally  unavailing. 
In  (he  cases  above  described,  the 
previous  health  appears  to  have  been 
tolerably  good  ;  and  it  is  to  this  cir- 
cumstance, we  conceive,  that  the 
success  of  the  treatment  employed 
was  in  a  great  measure  to  be  attri- 
buted. 


RHEUMATISM  OF  TESTICLE. 

It  is  not  an  uncommon  occurrence 
to  find  severe  inflammation  of  the 
testicle  alternating  with  rheumatic 
affections  of  other  parts.  In  a  case 
of  this  kind,  reported  in  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  the  disease  first 
attacked  the  arms  and  then  the  legs, 
from  which  part  it  was  suddenly 
transmitted  to  ihe  left  testicle,  leav- 
ing the  limbs  free  from  pain.  The 
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affection  of  the  testicle  was  relieved 
by  appropriate  treatment,  on  which 
the  ankles  and  forearms  became  af- 
fected. The  patient  was  then  put 
on  the  use  of  vinum  colchici,  with 
tepid  lotions  to  the  parts,  and  reco- 
vered in  three  days. 

DIVISION  OF  THE  TENDO  ACHILLES. 

A  CASE  is  reported  in  the  Medical 
Gazette  in  which  this  tendon  was 
caused  to  reunite  by  keeping  up  a 
permanent  extension  of  the  foot.  A 
bandage  was  secured  firmly  round 


the  leg,  so  as  to  cover  the  whole 
calf ;  a  strap  was  buckled  round  the 
thigh, just  above  the  knee,  and  ano- 
ther passed  from  the  under  part  of 
this,  down  under  the  foot,  and  up  in 
front,  to  be  connected  with  the  ante-- 
rior  part  of  the  bandage.  This  appa- 
ratus was  kept  in  place  for  fourteen 
days,  when  the  tendon  appearing  to 
be  reunited,  it  was  allowed  to  be 
occasionally  slackened.  At  the  end 
of  a  month  the  patient  was  able  to 
walk  a  considerable  distance,  with- 
out inconvenience. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JUNE  16,  1829. 


MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

A  MEETING  of  this  Society  was  held 
on  Wednesday,  the  3d  inst.,  when  a 
variety  of  interesting  and  important 
subjects  received  the  consideration 
of  the  members.  Among  them  we 
would  particularly  designate  some 
alterations  in  the  Constitution,  and 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Anatomical  Dissections. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  Com- 
mittee have  not  been  able  to  effect 
any  change  in  the  law  respecting 
dissection.  This  is  to  be  attributed 
to  a  degree  of  prejudice  known  to 
prevail  in  the  community  on  this 
subject,  and  to  the  want  of  a  clear  un- 
derstanding of  it  among  the  framers  of 
the  laws.  In  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion, it  appeared  to  be  the  opinion 
of  every  member  that  the  increased 
difficulties  of  procuring  subjects  for 
dissection,  (placing  the  interests  of 
the  profession  entirely  out  of  the 
question,)  are  pregnant  with  fore- 
bodings of  the  most  solemn  and  me- 


lancholy nature.  On  the  one  hand, 
the  price  paid  for  a  body  is  becom- 
ing so  great,  that  there  is  reason  to 
fear  it  will  soon  offer  an  irresistible 
temptation  to  wretches  hardened  in 
crime,  to  perpetuate  atrocities  like 
those  which  have  agitated,  of  late, 
the  civilized  world.  The  danger  of 
this  result  of  the  present  state  of 
things,  is  most  seriously  to  be  appre- 
hended, and  calls  imperiously  on 
those  to  whom  we  look  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  lives  from  human  vio- 
lence, for  some  seasonable  interfer- 
ence.— If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Faculty  should  consent  to  relinquish 
dissection,  then,  evils  of  a  nature 
more  extensive  and  scarcely  less 
horrible,  would  be  the  unavoidable 
consequence.  In  order  to  perform 
any,  even  the  simplest  operation  on 
the  human  body,  in  such  manner  as 
not  to  endanger  life,  a  minute  know- 
ledge of  the  structure  of  the  body  is 
indispensable.  This  knowledge  can 
only  be  obtained  from  the  dead  or 
living  subject.    If  the  former  is  with- 
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held,  then  a  surgeon,  if  he  operate 
at  all,  must  first  dissect  the  part  to 
find  out  its  structure — dissect  the  liv- 
ing body  instead  of  the  dead — or  else 
operate  in  the  dark,  and,  ninety-nine 
times  in  an  hundred,  destro}' the  life  of 
his  patient ;  if,  again,  few  men  would 
be  found  willing  to  assume  such  res- 
ponsibility, the  quantity  of  suffering 
and  pain  which  would  result  from  this 
extinction  of  the  surgical  art,  would 
be  still  greater  and  more  awful. 

Considering  these,  and  many  oth- 
er circumstances  which  we  have  no 
room  to  touch  upon,  it  was  voted, 
by  request  of  the  above  Committee, 
to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  another 
and  larger  Committee,  composed  of 
members  from  different  parts  of  the 
Commonwealth,  who  should  endea- 
vor to  enlighten  the  minds  of  the 
people  on  this  subject,  and  take  such 
measures  as  they  shall  deem  expe- 
dient to  remedy  existing  difficulties, 
and  avert  the  evils  which,  without 
legislative  interference,  this  commu- 
nity may  regard  as  hanging  over  it 
even  at  the  present  moment.  This 
Committee  was  directed  to  report 
its  doings  to  the  Counsellors  at  their 
meeting  in  October  next. 
'  The  alterations  alluded  to  in  the 

Constitution,  were  mostly  connected 
with  the  financial  concerns  of  the 
Society.  It  was  voted,  however,  to 
petition  the  legislature  so  to  alter  the 
4th  Section  of  the  additional  act  of 
incorporation,  passed  March  8th, 
1803,  as  to  dispense  with  that  clause 
by  which  three  years'  practice  is 
made  a  requisite  for  admission  into 
the  Society  ;  and  to  confine  the  right 
of  using  the  library  to  the  Pellows, 

At  1  o'clock  the  Secretary  read 


the  Prize  Dissertation,  by  Dr.  Sweet- 
ser,  on  the  subject  of  Intemperance, 
after  which  the  members  dined  to- 
gether at  the  Exchange. 

The  following  gentlemen  were 
elected  Counsellors  for  the  ensuing 
year  : — 

For  Sufolk—Drs.  William  In- 
galls,  John  Dixwell,  James  Jackson, 
Benj.  Shurtleff,  John  C.  Warren, 
John  Randall,  Geo.  C.  Shattuck, 
John  B.  Brown,  Walter  Channing, 
Jacob  Bigelow,  George  Hayward, 
Enoch  Hale,  jr.,  Solomon  D.  Towns- 
end,  John  Ware,  Zabdiel  B.  Adams, 
David  Osgood,  Edward  Reynolds. 

JFor  Essex — Drs.  Benj.  L.  Oliver, 
James  Gardner,  Richard  Hazeltine, 
Abel  L.  Pierson,  Andrew  Nichols, 
Thomas  Manning,  Samuel  Johnson, 
Joseph  Torrey,  Joseph  Kittredge,  Je- 
remiah Spofford,  Richard  S.  Spofford. 

For  Middlesex — Drs.  Amos  Ban- 
croft, Calvin  Thomas,  Abiel  Hey- 
wood,  Rufus  Wyman,  Thomas  Buck- 
lin,  John  Walton,  Abraham  R. 
Thompson,  Zadock  Howe,  John 
Hart,  Wm.  J.  Walker. 

For  Worcester — Drs.  Stephen 
Batchelder,  jr.,  John  Green,  Daniel 
Thurber,  Charles  W.  Wilder,  Benj. 
F.  Heywood,  Amos  Parker,  Edward 
Flint,  Gustavus  D.  Peck. 

For  Hampshire — Drs.  Elihu 
Dwight,  Joseph  H.  Flint,  Joshua 
Frost,  Alpheus  F.  Stone,  Stephen 
W.  Williams,  Reuben  Champion,  jr. 

For  Berkshire — Drs.  Henry  H. 
Childs,  Robert  Worthington,  Wm. 
H.  Tyler,  Charles  Worthington, 
Royal  Fowler,  Benjamin  Rodgers. 

For  Norfolk — Drs.  Amos  IIol- 
brook,  Nathaniel  Miller,  John  Bart- 
lett,  Robert  Thaxter,  Samuel  Bugbee, 
Jeremy  Stimson,  Ebenezer  Alden. 

For  Plymouth — Drs.  Nathan  Hay- 
ward,  Hector  Orr,  Cushing  Otis,  An- 
drew Mackie,  Ezekiel  Thaxter. 

For  Bristol — Drs.  Benj.  Billings, 
Alexander  Reed. 

For  Barnstable — Drs.  Joseph 
Samson,  Aaron  Cornish. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Counsellors, 
held  on  Thursday,  June  4th,  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  were  elected  offi- 
cers, viz  : — 

James  Jackson,  M.D.,  President. 
Amos  Holbrook,  M.D.,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, 

John  Dixwell,  M.D.,  Cor.  Secretary. 
Geo.  Hay  ward,  M.D.jRec.  Secretary. 
Walter  Channing,  M.D.,  Treasurer. 
Enoch  Hale,  jr.,  M.D.,  Librarian. 

Censors, 

For  the  \st  District,  and  for  the 
Society — Drs.  John  Dixwell,  Rufus 
Wyman,  Walter  Channing,  Geo. 
Hay  ward,  Enoch  Hale,  jr. 

For  the  2d  District — Drs.  John 
Green,  Benj.  F.  Heywood,  Edward 
Flint,  Charles  W.  Wilder,  Gustavus 
D.  Peck. 

For  the  3d  District — Drs.  Elihu 
Dwight,  Joseph  H.  Flint,  Daniel 
Collins,  Elisha  Mather,  Job  Clark. 

For  the  4th  District — Drs.  Alfred 
Perry,  Wm.  H.  Tyler,  Lyndon  A. 
Smith,  Hubbard  Bartlett,  Orren 
Wright. 


New-Hampshire  Medical  Society. 
— At  a  meeting  of  the  New-Hamp- 
shire Medical  Society,  June  2d, 
1829,  the  following  officers  were 
chosen  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz  : — 

Amos  Twitchell,M.D.,Presic?c?i<; 
Daniel  Adams,  of  Mont  Vernon, 
Vice  President. 

Counsellors.  Drs.    Joseph  M. 

Harper,  John  Rogers,  James  A. 
Gregg,  Alexander  Boyd,  Thomas 
Shannon,  John  McCrillis,  Isaac 
Tevvksbury,  Israel  Gale,  Reuben  D. 
Mussey,  Daniel  Oliver,  Matthias 
Spalding,  Daniel  Adams. 

Censors, — Drs.  Isaac  Colby,  Eli- 
jah Colby,  Luke  How,  Samuel  Web- 
ber, Matthias  Spalding,  Daniel  Ad- 
ams, Jabez  Dow,  James  Farrington, 
Isaac  Tewksbury,  Israel  Gale,  R.  D. 
Mussey,  Daniel  Oliver. 

Dr.  Moses  Long,  Secretary ;  Dr. 
Isaac  Colby,  Treasurer  ;  Dr.  Samuel 
MorxW ^Librarian;  Drs.  AmosTwitch- 
ell  and  Isaac  Colby,  Delegates  to 
attend  the  Medical  Exrminations  at 


Hanover  ;  Drs.  John  McCrillis  and 
Enos  Hoit,  Orators. 

Lachrymal  Calculus.  By  M, 
Krimer. — A  woman,  in  her  thirty- 
second  year,  having  been  for  nine 
months  affected  with  fistula  lachry- 
malis,  applied  to  M.  Krimer.  By 
introducing  a  probe  into  the  fistula, 
he  discovered  that  the  nasal  duct  was 
not  ulcerated,  but  the  lachrymal  sac 
enclosed  a  hard  substance,  which 
he  imagined  to  be  an  excretion  of 
osseous  matter.  He  vainly  attempt- 
ed to  remove  the  obstruction  by  forc- 
ing a  passage  with  a  pointed  probe. 
On  endeavoring,  however,  to  with- 
draw the  instrument,  he  met  with  a 
resistance  for  which  he  was  at  a  loss 
to  account;  and,  when  at  length  he 
had  extricated  the  probe,  he  was  not 
a  little  surprised  to  find  a  calculus, 
of  the  size  of  a  pea,  adhering  to  its 
point.  The  nasal  canal,  having  been 
explored,  was  found  quite  pervious, 
and  was  for  a  fortnight  kept  free,  by 
the  introduction  of  a  bougie.  After- 
wards the  wound  was  allowed  to  ci- 
catrize.—  Graefe      Walther''s  Jour, 

Strangulated  Hernia  reduced  by 
Fright. — A  case  of  Hernia  is  related 
in  the  Journal  of  Rust,  where,  after 
several  ineffectual  attempts  at  reduc- 
tion, an  operation  was  proposed. 
The  proposal  produced  great  agita- 
tion in  the  patient,  and  spontaneous 
reduction  instantly  followed. 


City  Medical  Officers.~The  Com- 
mon Council  have  reelected  Dr.  J. 
V.  C.  Smith,  Resident  Physician  at 
Rainsford  Island,  and  Drs.  Welsh, 
Warren,  Shurtlelf,  Hay  ward,  and 
Randall,  are  chosen  Consulting  Phy- 
sicians. 


KEPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 

The  week  ending  June  5,  at  noon. 
Of  canker,  1 — consumption,  8 — dropsy  in 
the  head,  1 — inflammation  in  the  lungs,  1 — 
lung  fever,  1 — marasmus,  1 — old  age,  2 — ty- 
phous fever,  l—scald,  1— unknown,  2.  Males, 
11— females,  8.    Stillborn,  2.    Total,  21. 

Di£D— In  Virginia,  Dr.  Richard  Frild. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS, 


CARTER  &  HENDEE, 
Publishers^  Booksellers^  and  Stationers^ 

COHNER   OE   WASHINGTON   AND  SCHOOL 
STREETS, 

KEEP  constantly  on  hand,  a  large 
collection  of  English,  French,  Spa- 
nish and  Italian  BOOKS. 

A  complete  assortment  of  MEDICAL 
BOi)KS,  and  a  supply  of  the  best  STA- 
TIONARY. 

They  have  also  for  sale,  Gardner's 
Twelve  Inch  GLOBES,  and  a  supply  of 
the  most  approved  SCHOOL  BOOKS. 

All  of  which  they  will  sell,  at  Avhole- 
sale  and  retail,  on  the  most  liberal  terms. 

DENTAL  SURGERY. 

THIS  day  received  by  CARTER  &; 
HENDEE,  No.  135,  Washington 
Street,— A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GERY.   In  three  parts. 

1.  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Dental 
Surgery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Dentist.  Denticum  curam  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
dentibus  laxantur  et  chylaceos  officinae  ; 
hinc  mille  malorum  occasiones. — Baglivi 
XIII.  March  17. 

ep6  w 

CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 

THE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
lance for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  White's, 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  invention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 


mined, or  the  other  proper  measures  to  be 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
•  be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express- 
ly disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.  This  machine  has  received 
the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston^  Feb.  6,  1829. 

NEW  BOOKS  FOR  CHILDREN. 

JUST  published  by  COTTONS  &  BAR- 
NARD, 184  Washington  Street. 
The  Waning  Moon,  by  the  author  of 
the  Rising  Sun  ;  The  While  Palfrey,  by 
the  author  of  Thomas  Mansfield  ;  The 
Kind  and  Happy  Child,  by  the  author  of 
the  White  Palfrey,  &c. 

FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

COTTONS  &  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  for  sale,  the  fol- 
lowing Water  Colors,  of  an  excellent 
quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  Lamber- 
tye,  (France,)  viz  :  Bistre,  Raw  Cassel, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  Pink, 
Seppia,  Violet  Lake,  Carmined  Lake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prussian  Blue,  Mineral 
Blue,  Indigo,  Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, Gamboge,  Yellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  ItalianE^rfh, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth, 
Crocus  Martial,  Green  Lake,  Sanders 
Green,  Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prus- 
sian Green,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red, 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
Flake  \Vhite. 

Also — a  great  variety  of  Newman^'s,  Ac- 
kerman^s,  Reeves's  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boxes  and  separate  cakes. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CONVERSA- 
TIONS. 

COTTONS  &  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  just  published, 
Sunday  School  Conversations  on  some  of 
the  interesting  subjects  recorded  in  the 
New  Testament.  By  the  author  of  the 
Factory  Girl,  The  Badge,  James  Talbot, 

&LC. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  &nnum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
••>t  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  oth^r  newspapers. 
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CANCER  UTERI  OPERATION. 

Extirpation  of  Cancer  of  the  Uterus^ 
performed  at  the  Massachusetts 
Hospital^  and  reported  by  the 
House  Physician  for  the  Boston 
jyiedical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

May  5,  1829.— Mrs.  L.  S.,  of  S., 
aet.  38,  somewhat  more  than  eight 
months  since,  began  to  notice  un- 
common feelings  in  some  of  the  pel- 
vic organs, — pains  extending  from 
the  uterus,  as  she  supposed,  to  the 
right  hip,  and  down  the  right  thigh. 
Not  long  after  this  she  had  more 
discharge  than  usual  from  the  va- 
gina, which,  from  her  description, 
must  have  been  purely  transparent 
mucus.  In  about  four  weeks  the 
discharge  began  to  change  in  its 
character,  appearing  somewhat 
bloody  ;  its  quantity  increased  in 
the  mean  time,  and  pains  w^ere 
sometimes  severe  in  the  small  of 
the  back  and  in  the  right  groin  and 
thigh.  She  felt  herself  failing  in 
strength  and  activity. 

Being  now  alarmed,  she  applied 
for  surgical  advice.  An  examina- 
tion was  made  per  vaginam,  and 
the  source  of  all  the  trouble  at  once 
detected.  She  was  apprised  of 
her  situation,  and  of  what  she  might 
expect  to  ensue. 

On  examination  at  the  Hospital, 
the  whole  neck  of  the  uterus  was 
found  thickened  and  tender  ;  the 
fungus  was  connected  to  the  right 
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side  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus  and 
to  the  vagina  for  some  distance;  con- 
siderable hemorrhage  was  caused 
by  examination.  She  has  had  ten 
children, — the  last  now  three  years 
old,  and  nothing  unusual  occurred 
at  its  birth, — and  has  borne  them 
with  a  great  degree  of  ease.  General 
health  has  ever  been  unusually  good 
till  the  last  eight  or  ten  months. 
She  is  now  pale,  lips  rather  exsan- 
gous,  eyes  sunken,  and  the  whole 
countenance  expressive  of  great 
anxiety.  Appetite  various  and 
capricious  ;  pulse  small  and  feeble. 

May  6.~Ride  from  S.  yester- 
day has  produced  a  favoraijle  ef- 
fect ;  feels  stronger  than  she  has 
for  some  time  before. 

R.   Pro  inject.  Decoct.  Carotae,  e( 
sepe  repetetur. 

The  above  preparation  was  used 
several  times  during  the  day,  but 
on  account  of  the  pain  it  produced, 
the  following  was  substituted  ; — 
R.  Tincl.  Opii,  3  iij. 

Infus.  Sem.  Lin.  3  xij.    M.  et 
rep.  si.  opus  sit. 

7. — Much  more  comfortable  to 
day.  Pain  was  mitigated  by  the 
opiated  injection. 

1 0. — Strength  and  appetite  have 
improved  since  coming  into  the 
house. 

12. — Consulting  surgeons  assem- 
bled to-day,  and  after  making  a 
careful  examination,  advised  to  an 
operation,  as  being  the  only  alter- 
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native  that  promised  the  slightest 
prospect  of  saving  life. 

13.  — The  patient,  after  being 
fully  apprised  of  the  danger  and 
uncertainty  of  an  operation,  was 
left  to  consult  her  own  feelings, 
and  submit  or  not  as  she  chose 

14.  — Patient  chose  to  undergo 
the  operation,  which  was  perform- 
ed to-day  at  11,  AcM.,  by  Dr. 
Warren,  in  the  following  manner  : 
• — The  patient  was  placed  upon 
the  edge  of  the  operating  table, 
having  her  head  and  shoulders  con- 
siderably elevated,  and  supported 
by  pillows  :  her  kgs  were  flexed, 
knees  separated,  as  far  as  they 
could  be  without  producing  too 
much  .uneasiness,  and  firmly  sup- 
ported. All  things  being  now 
ready,  the  operator  proceeded  to 
dilate  the  external  organs,  as  the 
first  step  in  the  operation  :  this  be- 
ing fairly  accomplished,  he  then 
introduced  into  the  vagina  the  two 
first  tingers  of  the  left  hand,  which 
were  to  serve  in  directing  a  pointed 
hook  which  was  introduced  with 
the  right,  and  wiih  which  was  now 
transfixed  the  neck  of  tlie  uterus. 
Having  proceeded  thus  far  141  the 
operation,  a  gradual  force  was  ap- 
plied for  the  purpose  of  dragging 
the  uterus  downward  into  view. 
The  uterus  being  drawn  down  as 
far  as  seemed  practicable,  the  ope- 
rator retained  it  in  this  position,  and 
\vi(h  a  common  scalpel  in  the 
right  hand,  made  a  circular  inci- 
sion round  the  neck  of  the  organ, 
r(imoving  with  it  about  half  the 
body  and  a  portion  of  the  diseased 
vagina.  Just  as  he  was  making 
the  last  incision  to  complete  this 
pa  i  t  of  the  operation,  there  v/as  a 
tremendous  gush  of  arlerial  blood, 
but  the  hemorrhage  soon  moiieiat- 
ed.  The  whole  hand  being  now 
iat reduced,  some  portions  of  the 
diseased  part  were  found  remain- 


ing ;  these  were  removed  with  a 
hook  and  pair  of  tonsil  scissors. 
No  opening  could  be  found  through 
the  peritoneum  or  bladder  ;  the 
latter  organ  sunk  into  the  vagina  so 
as  to  be  distinctly  seen.  The  ope- 
ration noTv  completed,  a  sponi^e 
was  placed  in  the  vagina,  and  the 
patient  removed  to  her  ward. 

After  she  was  here,  she  continu- 
ed almost  in  a  state  of  syncope  for 
two  or  three  hours,  after  which 
there  was  considerable  reaction. 
Pulse  100,  and  sufficiently  full  ; 
had  some  color  in  the  face.  At 
10,  P.  M.,  pulse  nearly  as  before; 
rather  thirsty  ;  did  not  complain  of 
great  w^eakness  ;  said  she  had  a 
frequent  desire  to  void  urine,  and 
believed  she  had  passed  some,  two 
or  three  times  since  the  operation. 
An  examination  was  made,  and  the 
sponge  protruding  fi  om  the  exter- 
nal orgaiis  was  saturated  with  urine. 
A  catheter  was  passed  into  the 
bladder,  but  the  organ  was  empty; 
Ordered  gruel  and  diluent  drinks  ; 
if  faint  and  low,  stimulants  and 
cordials. 

15.  — Pulse  104  ;  abdomen  tense 
and  very  sensible  to  pressure  ;  has 
some  control  of  the  urinary  organs; 
no  hemorrhage  ;  no  dejection  ; 
slept  some  last  night. 

R.  Iiifus.  Sen.  Comp.  3  iv.  Statirri. 
Pill.  Uyd.  Subuiur.  Comp.  vcsp. 
sun  J, 

Ap|.j|.  Abdom.  Foment.    Si  opus 
sit. 

16.  — Pulse  120,  small  and  fee- 
ble at  the  wrist;  countenance  much 
sunken  and  cadaverous  ;  one  dejec- 
tion yesterday  from  the  cathartic  ; 
no  hemorrhage  ;  abdomen  \  ery  ten- 
der ;  re.^ted  but  little  during  the 
night  ;  had  stimulants. 

R.  Pill.  11yd.  Subujur.  qu;tq.  hora 
Slia. 

A))|)l.  Corat.  Canlh.  7  a  9,  Ab- 
duinini. 
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Bathe  in  warm  spirit  and  water. 
Drink  brandy  and  water,  or  wine. 
Take  lor  nourishiucni  beef  leu  or 
brolb. 

17.  — Stomach  was  very  irrita- 
ble yesterday, — almost  everything 
was  thrown  up  from  it  ;  complain- 
ed of  but  little  local  pain,  but  of 
great  general  uneasiness.  Sunk 
gradually  till  about  4,  P.M.,  be- 
fore which  time  the  pulse,  at  times, 
could  not  be  felt  at  the  wrist,  after 
which  there  was  some  little  reac- 
tion. At  11,  P.  M.,  began  to  sink 
again,  and  continued  so  to  do  till 

-  she  died  this  morning  at  about  8. 

18.  — Post-mortem  Examination 
by  Dr.  Warren,  twenty-four  hours 
after  death,  in  company  with  Dr. 
Channing  and  the  house  Physicians, 
Parker  and  Gould,  etc. — The  ab- 
domen was  opened.  The  serous 
coat  at  the  upper  part  of  this  ca- 
vity very  slightly  inHamed  ;  toward 
the  pelvis  the  inflammation  was 
severe.  No  effusion  of  lymph  was 
discovered,  nor  any  step  toward 
adhesion  in  any  of  the  parts.  Pe- 
ritoneum, in  the  neighbor  hood  of  the 
uterus  and  covering  the  bladder, 
considerably  intlamed,  but  nut  suf- 
ficiently to  produce  death.  All 
the  uterus,  except  the  fundus, 
was  removed  :  this  was  perfectly 
free  fijom  the  disease,  no  portion  of 
which  could  be  found  remaining. 

This  is  the  first  operation  for 
removing  cancer  of  the  utei'us 
which  has  been  practised  here  ; 
and,  though  not  successful  in  its 
termination,  it  warrants  the  belief 
that  this  very  dangerous  and  terri- 
ble operation  may  succeed.  This 
patient  did  not  die  of  inflammation, 
nor  gangrene  or  lesion  of  the  peri- 
to  leum,  but  probably  from  the  ef- 
fects of  the  bleeding  ;  yet  she  sur- 
vived this  for  three  days,  and  had 
she  not  been  greatly  exhausted  be- 


fore the  operation  by  the  pain  of 
her  disease,  and  the  debilitating 
discharges  accompanying  it,  she 
wouhl  undoubledly  have  recovered. 
— The  operation  sliould  be  done  at 
as  early  a  period  of  the  disease  as 
possible. 


II. 

Spontaneous  Cure  of  Cataract. 

By  J.  B.  EsTLiN,  F.L.S. 

On  the  6lh  of  June,  1825,  I  ope- 
rated upon  a  man  and  woman, 
(brother  and  sister),  both  of  whom 
had  been  blind  for  eight  years 
with  fully-formed  cataracts. 
From  the  man,  who  was  56  years 
of  age,  I  extracted  both  cataracts; 
but  in  the  sister's  case,  as  much 
difficulty  was  occasioned  by  the 
flatness  of  the  cornea  and  the 
smallness  of  the  anterior  chamber, 
and  as  the  operation  on  the  right 
eye  had  proved  more  tedious  than 
was  desirable,  I  determined  upon 
leaving  the  left  eye  untouched  for 
some  days.  She  was  66  years  of 
age,  and  of  delicate  constitution. 
Her  recovery,  however,  was  very 
rapid,  and  the  sight  was  so  good 
that  she  declined  having  anything 
done  to  the  left  eye.  In  less  than 
three  weeks  from  the  operation 
she  returned  to  her  hon»e,  in  Gla- 
njorganshire,  nearly  fifty  rnilt^s 
from  Bristol,  quite  well,  and  able 
to  read. 

The  brother's  recovery  was 
iiiore  protracted.  The  Auher  of 
these  patients  had  also  been  the 
subject  of  cataracts. 

In  a  few  weeks  after  her  de- 
parture, I  had  the  power  of  visit- 
ing the  feniale  patient  at  her  own 
resivlence,  and  found  her  possess- 
ed of  good  vision  in  the  eye  w  hich 
had  been  opfirated  uj)on.  I  had 
also  occasional   opportunities  of 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


hearing  afterwards  that  she  re* 
tained  her  sight.  She  was  fur- 
nished with  sorae  Vin.  Opii,  to 
apply  to  the  eve  whenever  she 
found  it  weak  or  infiaaied. 

Some  months  a^o  she  sent  to 
me  for  a  supply  of  her  drops,  in 
consequence  of  theirhaving  proved 
of  great  service  to  her  left  eye, 
in  which  the  sight  was  stated  to 
be  returning.  Supposing  that 
there  was  some  mistake  in  this 
representation,  I  requested  the 
Rev.  E.  P.  Thomas,  the  respec- 
table curate  of  the  parish  where 
she  lived,  to  oblige  me  with  some 
particulars  respecting  her  ;  and 
by  him  I  have  been  favored  with 
the  following  minute  statement: — 

"  About  Michaelmas  last  (1828) 
one  night,  while  in  bed,  Mrs. 
Lewis  was  seized  with  a  most 
violent  shooting  pain  in  the  middle 
of  the  left  eyebrow,  which  occa- 
sionally descended  to  the  eyeball; 
it  did  not  affect  any  other  part  of 
the  head,  nor  did  it  pass  through 
the  head  ;  she  has  a  distinct  re- 
collection that  the  pain  was  con- 
fined to  the  dark  eye  and  its  brow, 
in  consequence  of  her  fears  hav- 
ing been  excited  lest  the  pain 
should  extend  to  the  eye  on  which 
the  operation  had  been  perform- 
ed, and  prove  injurious  to  her 
sisht.  She  has  no  retnembrance 
of  having  received  any  injury,  or 
of  having  come  in  contact  with 
any  object.  She  had  a  cold  about 
the  period  of  the  attack,  but  not  a 
severe  one. 

"The  violent  shooting  pain 
before  described  continued  for 
about  a  fortnight,  when  she  was 
induced  to  apply  the  drops  to  the 
left  eye.  In  a  few  minutes  after 
the  first  application  the  pain 
ceased,  and  she  continued  free 
from  it  for  some  days  ;  it  then  re- 
turned, but  in  a  less  severe  de- 


gree, and  she  was  again  relieved 
by  the  use  of  the  Vin.  Opii.  A 
recurrence  of  the  pain  at  intervals 
continued,  but  with  diminished 
severity  ;  and  at  length  it  ceased 
altogether. 

At  the  end  of  a  fortnight  af- 
ter the  first  use  of  the  drops  to 
the  left  eye,  she  began  to  see 
with  it.  The  first  objects  she 
discovered  were  the  trees  in  the 
garden,  which  she  saw  through 
the  window  of  her  apartment.  In 
the  course  of  a  week  after,  while 
walking  in  her  garden,  she  could 
discern  the  bee-hives,  and  in  a 
few  days  more  she  could  perceive 
the  bees.  She  is  now  able  to 
read  small  print,''  (whether  with 
or  without  her  cataract  glasses  is 
not  stated — the  former,  I  pre- 
sume) ;  "  and  since  about  the 
middle  of  last  November  she  has 
experienced  no  pain.  The  eye 
upon  which  the  operation  was 
performed  has  continued  free 
from  pain,  but  it  is  at  times  so 
dim  that  she  cannot  read  with  it. 
This  occasional  dimness,  before 
the  recovery  of  sight  in  the  left 
eye,  also  gave  her  great  anxiety, 
lest  she  might  altogether  lose  the 
power  of  seeing  with  it.  The 
drops  always  relieved  the  incon- 
venience. 

"  The  left  eye  has  no  diseased 
appearance,  looking  in  all  respects 
like  that  from  which  the  cataract 
has  been  extracted." 

The  account  of  this  case  affords 
satisfactory  evidence  of  the  spon- 
taneous removal  of  a  cataract. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
whether  the  lens  was  dissolved 
and  absorbed  in  situ^  or  whether 
an  o[)eriing  in  the  capsule  allowed 
of  its  passing  into  the  anterior 
chamber,  and  there  undergoing 
solution.  The  former  occurrence 
is  more  probable,  as  the  presence 
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of  an  opaque  lens,  with  its  nucleus 
undivided  in  the  anterior  chamber, 
generally  keeps  up  a  more  con- 
stant state  of  irritation  than  is 
described  in  this  instance. 

Few,  I  believe,  now  entertain 
the  idea  that  any  stimulating  ap- 
plication to  the  eye  can  exert  an 
influence  in  producing  the  absorp- 
tion of  a  cataract.  This  case 
favors  no  such  opinion,  as  the  Vin. 
Opii  was  not  used  until  the  symp- 
toms accompanying  the  process 
of  the  removal  of  the  cataract 
had  existed  for  two  weeks.  The 
relief  of  similar  symptoms,  by  the 
application  of  this  liquid,  is  a 
well-known  occurrence  ;  and  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the 
patient  and  her  friends  should  at- 
tach an  importance  to  its  efficacy 
to  which  it  has  no  claim.  Medi- 
cal men,  however,  do  not  want 
examples  to  show  the  necessity 
of  extreme  caution  in  judging  of 
the  eff'ects  of  remedies. 

As  a  practical  remark,  connect- 
ed with  the  subject  of  operations 
for  cataract,  I  would  observe  that 
where  extraction  is  performed,  I 
consider  the  advantage  of  the  pa- 
tient to  be  greatly  consulted  by 
his  not  having  both  eyes  operated 
upon  at  the  same  time. — M.  Gaz. 


III. 

INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  KNEE. 

Treated  according  to  the  Plan  of 
Mr.  Scott,  and  communicated 
to  the  Medical  Gazette. 

A  YOUNG  woman,  28  years  of 
age,  applied  to  me  on  the  30th  of 
July,  1828,  on  account  of  a  dis- 
ease in  her  left  knee.  A  spot  on 
the  inner  side  of  the  head  of  the 
tibia  was  so  exceedingly  tender, 
that  she  could  not  bear  to  have  it 
touched.      There   was  neither 


pain  nor  tenderness  throughout 
the  remainder  of  the  joint,  al- 
though there  was  a  general  ful- 
ness and  tumefaction  over  the 
whole  synovial  membrane.  Sha 
could  neither  straighten  the  limb 
nor  bend  it,  without  great  pain  ; 
the  slightest  motion,  or  any  at- 
tempt to  bear  weight  on  it,  occa- 
sioned very  great  pain  in'the  joint; 
the  thigh  and  leg  were  much 
wasted;  and  she  could  find  no  easy 
posture  for  the  limb,  the  half-bent 
position  being  that  in  which  it  was 
the  least  painfu-l.  She  sufi'ered 
so  much  at  night  as  to  impair  her 
rest.  She  was  of  a  fair  com- 
plexion and  delicate  appearance. 
Pulse  quick,  tongue  foul,  bowels 
irregular,  and  the  appetite  im- 
paired. She  was  evidently  la- 
boring under  considerable  disorder 
of  the  digestive  organs.  About  a 
month  before  she  applied  to  me, 
she  first  experienced  a  pain  in 
the  joint,  which  was  tender  and 
extremely  painful  on  exercise. 
These  symptoms  increased  daily, 
notwithstanding  the  use  of  various 
remedies,  such  as  embrocations, 
the  application  of  a  blister  to  the 
joint,  &c.  Purgatives,  leeching, 
fomentations,  &c.  &c.,  were  now 
had  recourse  to,  and  absolute 
rest  strictly  enjoined. 

8th. — The  bowels  have  been 
regularly  relieved  by  the  medi- 
cines, the  tongue  is  less  coated, 
and  appetite  somewhat  improved. 
The  tenderness,  pain,  and  swell- 
ing, are  so  much  reduced,  that 
the  knee  is  now  in  a  fit  state  for 
mechanical  support,  agreeably  to 
Mr.  John  Scott's  directions. 

Applied  the  adhesive  bandage,  and 
ordered  a  tonic  mixture  and 
laxative  pills. 

20th. — The  joint  is  much  re- 
duced in  si^e;  pain  and  tendernesi 
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very  much  relieved,  and  her 
heallh  improving.  The  tnixture 
and  [)ills  continued;  the  knee  sup- 
ported with  adhesii'e  bondages. 

23d.  —  In  consequence  of  at- 
tempting to  walk,  the  pain  of  the 
joint  has  returned. 

Removod  the  dressinfjs.  Ten 
leochcs  to  the  knee  ;  fomenta- 
tions and  cataplfisnis  twice  a  day. 

27lh. — The  pain  and  tenderness 
relieved  ;  can  move  the  joint 
without  suffering. 

A  small  quantity  of  Tartar  Emetic 
Ointment  to  be  rubbed  on  the 
knee,  previous  to  the  application 
of  the  adhesive  bandages. 

Oct.  2d. — She  has  felt  no  pain, 
except  a  slight  smarting  produced 
by  the  application  of  the  ointnient. 
The  limb  can  be  moved  without 
any  uneasiness,  and  her  nights  are 
no  longer  disturbed. 

30th. — Continues  to  improve. 

Adhesive  bandages  as  before. 

Dec.  27th. — The  joint  is  now 
reduced  to  the  natural  dimensions; 
she  has  not  the  least  feeling  of  un- 
easiness in  it,  and  can  walk  and 
use  it  perfectlv. 

Feb.  6th,  '  1829.— Continues 
quite  well. 


IV. 

Experiments  on  Living  Animals.^ 
[In  transferring  to  our  pages  the 
following  allegorical  comment  on  a 
mode  of  investigation  not  uncommon 
in  the  profession,  we  have  been  in- 
fluenced more  by  its  ingenuity  than 
its  jtisticc.] 

I  HAVE  lately  rend  wifh  much  in- 
terest a  treatise  on  the  opera- 
tion of  poisonous  agents  on  the 

*  Medical  Gazette. 


living  body."  The  experiments 
therein  detailed  are  of  a  pleasing 
nature,  and  the  results  strikingly 
itnportant  and  valuable.  Being 
myself  friendly  to  the  cultivation 
of  experimental  physiology,  in- 
deed, I  may  say,  zealous  in  the 
cause,  1  have,  by  the  help  of  per- 
sons similarly  disposed,  performed 
a  great  number  of  experiments  on 
living  animals.  Some  of  these  I 
lay  with  much  satisfaction  before 
the  prolession,  inviting,  at  the 
same  time,  such  of  my  brethren 
as  find  the  subject  anjusing,  to 
repeat  my  experiments.  The 
importance  of  the  conclusions  I 
have  deduced,  renders  a  repeti- 
tion of  them  the  more  to  be  de- 
sired. 

Experiment  1. — ^^Having  an  ear 
peculiarly  fitted  for  the  nice  dis- 
crimination of  sounds,  I  had  often 
remaiked  the  very  peculiar  cry 
of  the  dog  when  suffering  exqui- 
site pain.  In  order  to  ajfcertain 
if  this  particular  sound  were  mo- 
dified in  the  varieties  of  the  ca- 
nine race,  I  had  six  dogs  arranged 
in  the  following  order,  at  inter- 
vals of  a  yard,  —  mastiff,  hound, 
spaniel,  terrier,  setter,  pug.  The 
right  eye  of  each  being  scooped 
out,  a!)d  a  hot  ember  put  into  the 
socket,  the  effect  was  immediate 
and  surprising,  and  T  may  add, 
gratifying.  It  is  difficult  to  con- 
vey an  idea  of  it  iii  words, — this, 
however,  is  the  less  to  be  regret- 
ted, as  the  ex[)eriment  is  easily 
repeated.  I  may  just  observe 
that  I  have  discovered  that  boil- 
ing linseed  oil  poured  into  the  ear 
elicits  the  sound  in  question,  to 
the  full  as  instantaneously. 

Experiment  2.- — The  power  of 
resistance  in  the  valvuli  coli  has 
often  been  discussed,  but  not,  so 
far  as  I  know,  ascertained  with 
precision.     To   determine  thii 
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point  I  procured  four  tarriers, 
neaily  of  a  size,  and  arranged 
them  thus  ; — the  oesophagus  of 
one,  separated  and  brought  out, 
was  inserted  into  the  anus  of  ano- 
ther, and  secured  so  as  to  make 
the  alimentary  passages  of  the 
four  into  one  continuous  canal. 
A  forcing  pump  being  adapted  to 
the  fundament  of  the  hinderinost 
dog,  and  a  known  force  employed, 
I  found  a  column  of  water,  equal 
to  ten  pounds,  force  the  valve  of 
the  first  dog  ;  one  equal  to  forty 
pounds,  the  second  valve  ;  one 
hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  the 
third  ;  six  hundred  and  forty 
pounds,  the  fourth,  and  so  on, — 
the  force  required  increasing  in  a 
geometric  ratio.  A  few  handfuls 
of  small  fish-hooks,  thrown  into 
the  water  employed,  excited  a 
vai  iety  of  interesting  contortions 
in  the  dogs. 

N.  B. — Coarsely  pounded  glass 
may  be  used  instead  of  the  fish- 
hooks. 

Experiment  3. — The  degree  of 
heat  requisite  for  separating  the 
hair  from  the  skin  of  a  livins:  ani- 
mal  not  having  been  satisfactorily 
determined,  I  procured  six  rab- 
bits, which  I  treated  as  follows  : 
— Two,  immersed  to  the  neck  for 
one  minute  in  water  at  180  deg., 
shed  only  the  finer  down  in  conse- 
quence. Another  pair,  complete- 
ly immersed  for  the  same  space 
of  time,  at  the  temperature  of 
20G  deg.,  easily  parted  witli  the 
whole  of  the  hair,  except  the 
whiskers.  The  remaining  cou- 
ple, immersed  at  the  boiling  point, 
furnished  the  same  result  as  the 
preceding  two.  I  now  put  tlie 
entire  six  into  an  empty  stew-pan, 
heated  to  400  deg.,  with  the  view 
of  ascertaining  what  degree  of 
heat  would  cause  their  whiskers 
to  fall  olf.    On  taking  out  the 


animals  after  five  minutes  had 
elapsed,  I  found  they  were  unfor- 
tunately dead,  with  the  beard 
burnt  and  quite  friable,  but  still 
adhering  at  the  roots.  The  lat- 
ter po^nt,  therefore,  namely,  the 
degree  of  heat  at  which  the  whis- 
kers of  the  rabbit  fall  off,  will 
require  further  experiments  ;  and 
I  have  the  gratification  to  announce 
to  the  profession  generally,  that  a 
series  on  this  interesting  sul)ject 
are  now  being  performed  by  two 
able  friends  and  myself,  which 
will  be  publislied  as  early  as  pos- 
sible. 

fn  conclusion,  I  cannot  help 
alluding  to  the  objections  which 
some  make  to  experimental  phy- 
siology on  the  score  of  cruelty. 
It  see/ns  to  me  doubtful  whether 
the  inferior  animals  are  really 
susceptible  of  pain  in  the  senso 
meant  by  the  objectors.  At  least 
I  think  their  struggles,  and  the 
noise  they  make  in  the  hands  of 
the  operator,  may  be  explained 
on  a  very  diiTerent  principle, 
which  I  mean  to  enlarge  upon  at 
a  future  opportunity.  S. 

V. 

TrC  DOULOUREUX. 

Discussion  on  this  Subject  in  the 
Medical  Society  of  London. 

Dr.  Ramadge  related  a  case  of 
tic  douloureux,  brought  on  in  a 
male  patient,  40  years  of  age,  by 
the  external  application  of  zinc 
and  copper,  for  the  purpose  of 
producing  a  galvanic  sensation. 
Most  excruciating  pain  in  the 
cheek,  passing  across  the  eye,  to- 
wards the  frontal  sinus,  was  thus 
produced.  There  was  a  spot  in 
the  red  part  of  the  upper  lip, 
which,  upon  being  touched,  the 
pain  was  excited.  The  patient 
was  of  a  plethoric  habit,  and  had 
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lived  rather  freely.  For  some 
time  he  had  suflTered  from  dys- 
pepsia. The  treatment  consist- 
ed in  extracting  blood  ;  the  exhi- 
bition of  laxatives,  followed  by 
the  use  of  the  carbonate  of  iron, 
combined  with  the  carbonate  of 
soda.  The  complaint  was  entire- 
ly removed.  The  pain,  in  this 
case,  did  not  run  along  the  course 
of  the  nerves  usually  affected, 
but  perpendicularly. 

Dr.  James  Johnson,  after  re- 
marking that  neural2;ic  affections 
were  much  more  frequent  than 
they  had  been,  noticed  paralysis 
of  the  portio  dura  of  the  seventh 
pair  of  nerves,  as  an  affection  that 
was  occasionally  occiirring.  It 
occasioned  drooping  of  the  eye  ; 
the  drawing  up  of  one  side  of  the 
face  had,  in  some  of  these  cases, 
excited  fears  in  the  minds  of  the 
friends  as  to  the  existence  of  ce- 
rebral disease  ;  but  the  disease 
was  in  the  branches  of  the  nerve 
spoken  of.  The  disease  was 
sometimes  of  lon^r  duration.  In 
one  case  eighteen  months  elapsed 
before  the  power  of  the  nerves 
was  restored.  Another  case  went 
on  for  nine  months.  Dr.  J.  had 
seen  other  cases.  Some  atten- 
tion was  required  to  be  paid  to 
the  eye  ;  for,  as  the  paiient  could 
not  shut  the  eye,  it  remained  un- 
closed during  sleep  :  it  required, 
therefore,  to  be  shut  previous  to 
the  patient's  going  to  rest  ;  other- 
wise, the  eye  remaining  open,  in- 
flammation of the  organ  took  place. 
In  these  cases  the  sensation  ef  the 
part  was  not  diminished,  the 
nerves  affected  being  nerves  of 
motion,  not  sensation.  There 
was  another  affection  of  these 
nerves,  or  the  muscles  which  they 
supplied,  whicli  consisted  in  a 
constant  twitching  of  the  part  of 
the  face  to  which  the  branches  of 
the  nerve  were  distributed.  The 


disease,  in  all  the  cases  which  had 
fallen  under  Dr.  Johnson's  obser- 
vation, had  been  induced  by  a 
draught  of  cold  air  it  was  a 
state  of  irritation  of  the  muscles, 
rather  than  a  paralytic  affection. 
No  treatment  had,  in  these  cases, 
appeared  to  be  of  any  use. 

Dr.  Shearman  observed  that 
tic  douloureux  had,  of  late  years, 
been  much  more,  frequent  than 
formerly,  or  that  transient  painful 
affections  had  been  dignified  with 
'Mic  douloureux."  Fie  (Dr.  S.) 
had  found  the  ext.  belladonnae  a 
very  efficacious  remedy  in  the 
disease  in  question  ;  the  dose  he 
had  given  was  about  two  grains 
every  eight  hours. 

Mr.  Shearly  remarked  that  he 
had  used,  in  this  disorder,  opium, 
combined  with  belladonna,  exter- 
nally ;  exhibiting,  also,  the  carbo- 
nate of  iron  every  eight  hours. 
In  one  case  Mr.  S.  gave,  with 
success,  strong  camphor  mixture, 
combined  with  the  ammoniated 
tincture  of  the  valerian  and  the 
pilula  gummosa. 

Mr.  Taunton  and  Mr.  Iliff  ad- 
verted to  some  cases  related  by 
Mr.  Bailey,  of  Harwich,  in  which 
belladonna  had  been  given.  That 
gentleman  had  begun  with  quar- 
ter-«:rain  doses. 

Mr.  Drysdale  mentioned  a  case 
of  tic  douloureux  occurring  in  a 
lady.  After  all  the  usual  reme- 
dies had  been  tried  in  vain,  the 
disease  was  removed  by  the  use 
of  a  hot  pillow. 

Dr.  Ryan  related  cases  of  tic 
douloureux  in  which  he  had  seen 
stramonium  used  internally  and 
externally  with  benefit.  Dr.  R. 
was  surprised  that  contra-irrita- 
tion  at  the  base  of  the  brain  by 
setons,  perpetual  blisters,  &c., 
had  not  been  resorted  to  in  neu- 
ralgic affections. 
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SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


COLICA  PICTONUM. 

A  WRITER  in  the  London  Medical 
and  Pliysical  Journal  advances  the 
opinion  that  this  disease  indicates 
inflammation  of  the  intestinal  canal, 
and  should  be  met  with  remedies 
calculated  for  the  relief  of  inflamma- 
tion, such  as  general  and  local  bleed- 
ing, fomentations,  &c.,  instead  of  the 
usual  purgative  treatment.  With 
regard  to  the  latter,  it  is  said  that  it 
excites  an  ineffectual  effort  in  the 
canal,  productive  of  increased  local 
determination  and  aggravation  of  all 
the  symptoms.  In  the  case  adduced 
in  support  of  this  theory,  salts,  calo- 
mel, and  rhubarb,  had  been  adminis- 
tered, without  producing  any  cathar- 
tic effect ;  the  disease  had  reached 
the  sixth  day,  and  was  rapidly  in- 
creasing. The  medicines  were  dis- 
continued ;  ten  ounces  of  blood  were 
taken  from  the  arm,  and  eighteen 
more  by  cupping  from  the  abdominal 
surface.  The  appearances  were  im- 
proved by  this  treatment,  but  no 
evacuation  followed.  Next  day  the 
cupping  was  repeated  on  the  abdo- 
men, to  the  extent  of  thirty  ounces  ; 
and  the  fomentations  and  enemata 
were  continued.  At  the  succeeding 
day's  visit  it  was  found  that  the  bow- 
els had  been  evacuated  six  limes, 
with  relief  from  the  pain.  The  case 
afterwards  did  well. 

That  the  disease  called  painter's 
colic  is  frequently  accompanied  with 
inflammation  of  the  intestines,  there 
is  no  reason  to  doubt  ;  and  where 
this  is  the  case,  the  a^nliphlogistic 
mode  of  treatment  ought  certainly  to 


be  resorted  to.  Mfiny  cases  of  the 
disease  occur,  however,  in  which  no 
symptom  of  inflammation  is  to  be 
found,  and  in  which  the  same  raodo 
of  treatment  would  be  useless  or  in- 
jurious. With  regard,  also,  to  ob- 
taining evacsiations  from  the  bowels, 
we  apprehend  that  in  the  majority  of 
instances  some  of  the  cathartics  in 
common  use  will  effect  this  object ; 
and  as  it  is  important  to  avoid  delay, 
the  remedies  calculated  to  produce  a 
direct  effect  on  the  canal,  are  pre- 
ferable to  those  the  operation  of 
which  is  more  uncertain.  These 
considerations  ought  always  to  induce 
practitioners  to  make  trial,  in  the 
first  instance,  of  cathartic  medicines, 
properly  so  called,  in  conjunction 
with  such  other  treatment  as  the  cir- 
cumstances of  each  particular  case 
may  seem  to  require.  Dr.  Good, 
who  gives  a  very  judicious  view  of 
the  disease,  proposes  three  indica- 
tions in  its  treatment, — to  subdue  in- 
flammation, if  present ;  to  reli.eve 
pain,  and  to  restore  tlie  due  peristal- 
tic action  of  the  bowels.  That  this 
latter  object  canr>ot  always  be  an- 
swered by  purgatives,  we  are  well 
aware  ;  but  those  cases  in  which  they 
fail  so  to  do,  are  to  be  at  once  re- 
garded as  alarming  in  their  charac- 
ter, since  a  large  proportion  of  them 
resist  every  mode  of  treatment  which 
can  be  devised.  Even  in  the  case 
above  referred  to,  the  direct  purga- 
tive treatment  seems  hardly  to  have 
received  a  full  trial,  and  might,  if 
persevered  in,  have  proved  ultimate- 
ly successful.    For  our  own  part, 
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we  have  seldom  failed  to  cure  the 
disease  by  the  free  administration  of 
Extr.  Hyosciam.  and  Epsom  salts, 
with  cold  affusion  to  the  lower  ex- 
tremities. 


SUPPRESSED  PERSPIRATION. 

The  Effect  of  poiverful  sudden  Im- 
pressions made  on  the  Surface  of 
the  Body. 

The  notion  that  febrile  diseases  are 
frequently  produced  by  suppressed 
perspiration  is  probably  as  old  as  the 
science  of  medicine  :  but  the!  severi- 
ty of  the  ap{)lication  of  this  principle 
has,  we  apprehend,  rather  diminished 
in  later  times.  To  a  certain  extent 
the  system  of  most  persons  is  able 
to  sustain.llie  shock  of  cold  applied 
to  the  perspiring  skin,  withtrnt  injury 
and  even  with  benefit.  The  hardy 
Russian  quits  his  vapor  bath,  heated 
to  130  deg.,  and  plunges  fearlessly 
into  snow  ;  and  even  the  most 
delicate  and  terjder  find  a  cold  bnth 
more  grateful  and  more  beneficial 
when  a  little  previous  exercise  has 
produced  a  tendency  to  the  surfrice. 
The  momentary  reaction  which  is 
thus  produced,  so  far  from  disorder- 
ing the  functions,  will  be  found,  in 
most  instances,  materially  to  aid 
their  performance.  But  to  infer 
from  these  facts  th?it  sudden  changes 
may,  under  all  circumstances,  be 
encountered  with  in)punity,  would 
be  a  fatal  error,  since  in  debilitated 
su!)jects  tliey  are  often  followed  by 
the  most  disastrous  effects.  The 
f(dlowing,  though  an  extreme  case, 
wiH  ilhistrate  the  danger  of  this  sort 
of  imprudence,  better  than  any  rea- 
soning on  the  subject. 
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A  carpenter,  about  40  years  of  age, 
was  affected  with  an  extensive  lepro- 
psoriacious  eruption.  After  trying  va- 
rious remedies  to  no  purpose,  he  at 
length  commenced  the  use  of  sulphur 
fumigation.  Having  taken  a  bath  at 
the  iunise  of  Mr.  Green,  Surgeon  to 
St.  George's  Hospital,  in  London,  he 
walked  thence  to  the  Hospital  in  a 
cold  easterly  wind.  This  was  the 
17th  of  December.  On  the  same 
evening  he  was  attacked  with  symp- 
toms of  fever,  which  the  next  morn- 
ing were  found  very  much  increased, 
and  accompanied  with  tiiose  of  pul- 
monary inflammation.  Blisters  and 
anfimonials  were  resorted  to,  with 
occasional  doses  of  calomel  and 
other  medicines  wliich  the  case  seem- 
ed to  require  ;  but  to  little  purpose. 
He  died  on  the  24th  of  the  monih, 
the  eighth  day  of  the  disease.  The 
most  remarkable  post-mortem  ap- 
pearance was  that  of  half  a  pint  of 
serum,  mixed  with  pus,  contained  in 
the  cavity  of  the  left  pleura.  The 
corresponding  lung  bore  marks  of 
severe  recent  inflammation,  corres- 
ponding to  the  symptoms  which  were 
present  during  life.  The  right  side 
of  the  chest  was  free  from  disease. 


ERGOT  OF  RYE. 

According  to  Dr.  Marshall  Hall, 
this  article  possesses  considerable 
control  over  chronic  uterine  dis- 
chfirges.  In  a  very  severe  case  of 
menorrhagia,  alternating  with  leucor- 
rhoeR,  which  had  contifiued,  with  oc- 
casional variation  in  degree,  for  four 
years,  the  ergot  was  given  in  dose^ 
of  five  grains,  four  tiujes  daily,  be- 
ginning just  before  the  expected  ap- 
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penrance  of  the  catamenia.  This 
was  retarded  in  its  appearance  for 
four  daysT^was  moderate  in  quantity, 
and  not  followed  by  the  leucorrlioea, 
which  in  fact  entirely  disappeared. 
In  several  cases  in  which  this  last 
disease  existed  by  itself,  the  ergot 
was  employed  with  decided  success. 
The  benefit  of  the  remedy  is  usually 
experienced  at  the  end  of  five  days, 
but  it  is  best  to  persevere  in  its  use 
fjr  a  soniewhat  longer  period. 


POISONING  BY   ENDERMIC  MEDICA- 
TION. 

Two  cases  are  recorded  in  the  jour- 
nals in  which  the  external  use  of 
corrosive  sublimate  was  followed  by 
fatal  consequences.  Two  brothers, 
affected  with  a  cutaneous  eruption 
resembling  itch,  attempted  its  cure 
by  rubbing  into  the  skin  the  muriate 
of  njcrcury,  previously  mixed  with 
hog's  lard.  The  quantity  of  the  sub- 
limate used  by  each  was  about  an 
ounce.  '  It  produced  vesication  of 
the  parts  to  which  the  ointment  was 
applied,  severe  pain  in  the  bowels, 
wiih  other  symptoms  of  extensive 
inflammation,  dysenteric  discharges 
and  sanguineous  vomiting.  Deaih 
ensued  in  the  first  instance  on  the 
eleventh  day  ;  in  the  second  on  the 
fifth.  On  examination  of  the  last, 
the  stomach  and  small  intestines 
were  fuund  highly  inflamed,  with 
small  spots  of  ulceration  in  the  for- 
mer. The  lower  portion  of  the  co- 
lon and  rectum  were  in  a  state  of 
complete  mortification,  and  there 
was  a  great  quantity  of  bloody 
serum  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdo- 
men. 


ACETATE  OP  LEAD. 

Some  interesting  fncls  and  specula- 
tions, in  regard  to  this  substance,  are 
contained  in  a  late  nuniber  of  the 
Medical  Gazette.  With  the  view  of 
ascertaining  how  far  the  apprehen- 
sions entertained  from  its  use  in  large 
quantities  were  well  founded,  a  me- 
dical gentleman  administered  it  to 
himself,  at  the  rate  of  ten  grains  a 
day  for  seven  days,  combined  with 
opium  in  the  proportion  of  one-eighth 
part.  After  he  had  taken  this  quan- 
tity, pains  were  produced  in  the 
bones,  and  the  rnouth  became  sore, 
as  in  njercurial  ptyalism.  The  for- 
mer symptoms  yielded  to  a  moderate 
dose  of  sulphate  of  magnesia,  and 
the  latter  went  ofl*  at  the  end  of  a 
few  days.  The  intestinal  affection 
produced  in  this  instance  had  not 
the  usual  symptoms  of  painter's  colic. 
Indeed  it  seems  to  be  well  establish- 
ed, that  the  timidity  which  has  been 
prevalent  in  regard  to  the  medicinal 
use  of  this  article,  is  far  from  being 
justified  by  facts.  The  result  of  our 
experience  appears  to  be  that  the 
colica  pictonum  is  })roduced  by  a 
long-continued  action  of  the  lead  on 
the  system,  which  gradually  deranges 
the  digestive  fufjctions,  impairs  the 
secretions,  and  induces  costiveness  ; 
and  never,  or  very  rarely,  by  its  use 
in  decisive  doses  and  for  a  lia)ited 
time.  Doses  of  one,  and  even  two 
drachms  of  the  acetate,  have  been 
taken  at  once,  and  fcdiowed  by  no 
eff'ectrbut  purging;  and  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that,  in  cases  indicating 
its  employment,  much  larger  doses 
than  those  in  common  use  may  be 
exhibited  with  advantage. 
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FEMORAL  ANEURISM  CURED  WITHOUT 
AX  OPERATION. 

The  Provincial  Gazette  contains  the 
history  of  a  femoral  aneurisnn  which 
was  cured  by  pressure.  The  tumor 
was  enormous,  and  the  distressed 
patient  incapable  of  walking  without 
a  crutch.  A  flannel  roller  was  first 
applied,  so  as  to  produce  moderate 
pressure  on  the  aneurismal  tumor. 
A  few  days  after,  on  the  27th  of 
September,  the  swelling  had  subsid- 


ed, and  it  was  discovered  that  so 
great  was  his  relief  from  the  bandage, 
that  he  had  tied  a  silk  handkerchief 
tight  round  the  thigh,  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  the  pressure.  Mr.  Sy- 
fred,  the  Surgeon  of  the  Hospital, 
applied  a  tourniquet  and  splint,  and 
on  the  8th  of  October  every  vestige 
of  the  disease  was  removed.  That 
this  case  is  related  in  the  March 
number  of  the  Provincial,  is  our  only 
evidence  that  the  cure  was  permanent. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JUNE  23,  1829. 


tribute  of  respect  to  MR.  COOPER. 

Our  readers  probably  recollect  that 
much  excitement  was  produced,  a 
few  months  ago,  in  the  British  me- 
tropolis, by  a  garbled  report  in  the 
Lancet  of  an  operation  for  the  stone, 
performed  by  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper. 
Some  difficulties  which  were  unex- 
pected, rendered  the  operation  of 
greater  duration  than  usual,  and  the 
opportunity  was  not  lost  by  the  Editor 
of  the  Lancet,  to  gratify  his  propen- 
sity to  vilify  Sir  Astle}^  and  his  dis- 
tinguished relative.  Mr.  B.  Cooper 
instituted  a  suit  against  Wakley, 
Editor  of  the  Lancet,  for  a  libel,  and 
recovered,  with  100  pounds  damages. 
We  learn  with  pleasure  that  the  stu- 
dents of  Mr.  C.  have  presented  him 
a  silver  vase,  with  their  congratula- 
tions on  the  successful  result  of  this 
suit.  Such  testimony  of  respect  is 
alike  honorable  to  both  parties,  and 
was  unquestionably  called  for  by  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case. 
Mr.  Cooper's  cause  is  that  of  the 
profession  in  general ;  and  his  tri- 


umph is  that  of  justice  and  good 
principle  over  the  mean  arts  of  envy 
and  malice.  If  the  editor  of,  or  the 
hireling  contributor  to  a  medical  pa- 
per, is  permitted  to  attend  the  public 
hospitals  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
before  the  world  garbled  and  obscure 
accounts  of  all  such  operations  as 
have  in  any  way  terminated*  unfortu- 
nately, including  the  most  disgusting 
details,  and  exaggerating  every  cir- 
cumstance which  can  tend  to  reflect 
discredit  on  the  operator,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  from  such  attacks  no  repu- 
tation, however  good,  can  aflbrd  an 
entire  security.  The  libel  is  not 
merely  presented  to  medical  men 
who  may  make  the  necessary  inqui- 
ries as  to  the  facts  ;  it  is  read  with 
avidity  by  the  ignorant  as  well  as  the 
learned  ;  and  the  multitude,  ever 
ready  to  believe  the  worst,  will  give 
it  credit  almost  in  proportion  to  its 
grossness.  The  result  of  this  trial, 
therefore,  as  warning  malicious  slan- 
derers that  they  are  not  out  of  the 
reach  of  justice,  is  a  benefit  to  the 
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whole  community  ;  and  the  proceed- 
ing of  the  students  of  Mr.  C,  by  at 
once  testifying  their  contempt  for  the 
libeller  and  their  respect  for  the  ob- 
ject of  his  malice,  evinced  a  sense  of 
what  was  due  to  the  dignity  of  the 
profession  and  to  the  cause  of  truth 
and  justice.  For  the  particulars  of 
the  ceremony,  which  are  highly  in- 
teresting, we  refer  to  the  London 
Medical  Gazette,  for  May  2d,  in 
which  the  address  of  the  students, 
and  Mr.  C.'s  reply,  are  both  given 
entire. 


HYPOCHONDRIASIS. 

We  are  apt  to  believe  a  merry  com- 
panion the  happiest  fellow  in  the 
world,  and  envy  him,  perhaps,  his 
light  heart  and  airy  spirits  ;  but  such 
men  have  hours  of  melancholy,  when 
the  spirits  sink,  and  a  gloom  comes 
over  them,  deeper  and  darker  than  is 
ever  known  to  their  less  excitable 
companions.  A  man  may  be  cheer- 
ful on  paper,  though  he  has  a  heavy 
heart,  and  brilliant  in  company, 
though  insufferably  wretched  when 
left  to  commune  with  his  own  soul. 

The  extremes  of  low  and  high  spi- 
rits, which  occur  in  the  same  person 
at  different  times,  are  happily  illus- 
trated by  the  following  case,  related 
by  Dr.  Rush  : — ^*  A  physician,  in 
one  of  the  cities  of  Italy,  was  once 
consulted  by  a  gentleman  who  was 
much  distressed  by  a  paroxysm  of 
this  intermitting  state  of  hypochon- 
driasm.  He  advised  the  melancholy 
man  to  seek  relief  in  convivial  com- 
pany, and  recommended  him  in  par- 
ticular to  find  out  a  celebrated  wit 
by  the  name  of  Cardini,  who  kept 
all  the  tables  of  the  city,  to  which 


he  was  iovited,  in  a  roar  of  laughter, 
and  to  spend  as  much  time  with  him 
as  possible.  *  Alas  !  Sir,'  said  the 
patient,  with  a  heavy  sigh,  '  I  am 
that  Cardiui.'  " 


FOREIGN   BODIES    IN    THE  LARYNX 
MISTAKEN  FOR  CROUP. 

In  our  number  for  May  26th,  we  in- 
serted a  communication  from  Dr.  J. 
V.  C.  Smith,  giving  an  account  of  a 
child  whose  vision  was  affected  ap- 
parently by  the  irritation  of  a  foreign 
body  in  the  larynx.  In  Dr.  Smith's 
interesting  detail  of  this  case,  it  will 
be  recollected  that  the  difficulty  was 
supposed  at  first  to  be  an  attack  of 
croup,  and  treated  as  such.  Since 
the  publication  of  the  above,  we  have 
remarked  several  cases  described, 
and  others  referred  to,  in  which  the 
entanglement  of  foreign  substances 
in  the  larynx  or  trachea,  have  pro- 
duced symptoms  very  much  resem- 
bling those  of  croup.  Dr.  Reiche  is 
of  opinion  that  these  symptoms  are 
not  only  most  easily,  but  also  most 
frequently,  mistaken  for  croup.  The 
practical  caution  to  be  derived  from 
these  instances  needs  no  illustration. 
Dr.  R.  also  remarks  that  the  best 
diagnostic  marks  by  which  the  croup 
may  be  distinguished  from  the  acci- 
dent alluded  to,  is  the  frequent  cough, 
and  the  peculiar  alteration  in  the 
sound  of  the  cough  and  the  voice. 
— We  might  add,  also,  a  careful  in- 
quiry into  the  history  of  the  case. 


INJURIOUS   EFFECTS   OF  MERCURY  ON 
THE  FUNCTIONS   OF  THE  UTERUS. 

Six  cases  are  found  among  the  late 
records  of  the  Paris  venereal  hospi- 
tals, in  which  abortion  wa£  the  evi- 
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dent  effect  of  mercurial  treatment. 
JVliscarringes  have  always  been  fre- 
quent among  the  inmates  of  this  ciia- 
rity  ;  but  they  liave  usually  been  at- 
tributed to  the  disease  raiher  than 
its  specific  remedy.  The  cases  al- 
luded to  seem  to  show  very  clearly 
that  this  explanation  is  not  correct, 
and  that  mercury  produces  an  inju- 
rious effect  on  the  functions  of  the 
im[)refjnated  uterus.  Dr.  Colson, 
who  relates  the  cases,  has  also  given 
others  to  show  that  this  mineral  has 
an  effect  on  the  nnim})regnated  ute- 
rus, to  interrupt  its  functions,  pro- 
ducing either  nienorrhagia  or  ame- 
norrhoea. 


PARTIAL  DISLOCATION  OP  THE  KNEE. 

A  COOPER,  set.  64  years,  was  lately 
carried  to  the  Hospital  de  la  Chari- 
te,  ivlio  tiH(l  tile  krjee  partially  dislo- 
cated by  a  fall  from  a  horse.  The 
bones  of  the  thigh  and  leg  formed  an 
angle  with  each  other,  the  apex  of 
wh:ch  was  inward.  The  head  of  the 
tibfa  was  slipped  inward,  and  the 
femur  outward.  Reduction  was  at- 
tempted by  extension,  but  this  not 
succeeding,  the  operator  placed  his 
knee  against  the  projecting  extrenji- 
ty  of  the  femur,  and  then  pulled  the 
head  of  the  tibia  toward  him  with 
great  force.  The  effort  succeeded. 
Sdoh  after,  the  \\n\b  not  apj)earing 
quite  straight,  was  confined  in  the 
apparatus  for  fractures  three  weeks, 
when  a  degree  of  deformity  remain- 
ing, suspicions  were  entertained  that 
tbe  internal  lateral  ligament  was  rup- 
tured. The  apparatus,  with  ban- 
dages, and  pressure  on  the  inside  of 
the  joint,  continued  a  week,  were 
found  to  remedy  the  evil ;  aud  at 


the  time  of  the  report,  five  weeks 
after  the  accident,  the  leg  was  in 
proper  form,  but  the  patient  was  una- 
ble to  walk  without  the  aid  of  slicks. 


TALIACOTIAN  OPERATION. 

This  operation  has  been  successfully 
performed  at  the  Glasgow  Infirmary. 
The  subject  of  if,  a  lady,  ait  37,  be- 
ing destitute  of  one  half  of  that  come- 
ly and  important  feature,  the  nose, 
desired,  more  for  convenience  than 
appearance,  that  the  surgical  art 
might  try  its  best  to  accommodate 
her  with  the  other  half.  The  right 
ala  and  columna  remaining,  the  de- 
fective portion  was  very  respectably 
supplied  by  cutting  a  flap  from  the 
left  side  of  the  forehead,  and  bring- 
ing it  down  into  the  proper  place. 
A  roll  of  India  rubber  preserved  the 
rotundity  of  the  fla[),  the  edges  of 
which  were  secured  by  four  sutures. 
The  cicatrix  on  the  forehead  became 
very  narrow,  and  the  twist  of  the 
flap  was  left  undivided,  as  its  piomi- 
nence  added  to  the  beauty  of  the 
renovated  feature. 


CANCER  OP  THE  HUMAN  MALE  BREAST. 

A  CASE  of  this  description  was  car- 
ried to  Guy's  H»)spitaL  London. 
The  patient,  an  unmarried  man  of 
30  years  of  age,  received  a  blow  on 
the  nipple  five  years  before,  which 
was  followed  by  a  soft  tumor,  the 
size  of  which  gradually  increased  fi)r 
two  or  three  years.  It  was  tiien 
ex[)osed  to  several  successive  blows, 
became  harder,  and  the  seat  of  lan- 
cinating pains.  At  the  time  of  ad- 
mission it  was  the  size  of  a  fist,  and 
very  hard. 
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This  tumor  was  removed  by  Mr. 
Co{)[)er,  and  a  dissection  of  it  left 
no  doubt  of  its  scirrhous  nature.  The 
patient  bore  the  operation  ill,  and 
the  reporter  says  he  possessed  "  a 
womanly  disease,  a  womanly  aspect, 
and  a  womanh'  spirit."  We  object 
to  this  declaration,  as  unjust  and  un- 
generous to  (he  fair  subjects  of  this 
disease  :  the  reporter  would  have 
evinced  a  more  accurate  practical 
observation  of  such  cases,  if  lie  had 
said  of  this  man,  he  possessed  a  wo- 
manly disease,  a  womanly  aspect, 
but  not  a  womanly  fortitude  ! 


EXTRACTION  OP   FOREIGN  BODIES 
FROM  THE  EAR. 

M.  DuPUYTREN  has  invented  a  very 
convenient  instrument  for  extracting 
foreigfi  substances  fioni  the  meatus 
auditorius.  It  is  a  pair  of  slender 
forceps,  bent  twice  at  right  angles, 
so  as  not  to  obstruct  ll:e  view  of  the 
surgeon  into  the  passage.  The  ex- 
tremities of  the  artns  are  small  and 
spoon-fonued,  pierced  with  fine  holes, 
and  roughened  with  small  teelh. 


PIFFF.RENT  EFFECT  OF  POISON  ON 
CARNIVEROUS  AND  HERBIVEROUS 
ANIMALS. 

By  a  series  of  exj)eriuients,  Professor 
Mayer,  of  Bonn,  has  ascertained  that 
the  extract  (»f  the  coriaria  myrtifolia, 
(myrtle-leaved  sumach),  which  acts 
as  a  violent  narcotic  poison  on  all 
carniverous  animals,  riiay  be  swal- 
l(Kved  by  those  that  are  herbiverous 
wiibout  injury.  Large  doses  of  the 
extract,  given  by  the  mouth,  or  ap- 
plied to  external  wounds,  produced 
ou  the  rabbit,  e.  g.,  no  sensible  ef- 
fect. 


Fatal  Aneurism  of  the  Abdominal 
Aorta. — A  man,'24  years  of  age,  had 
occasional  fits  of  vomiting  and  pain  in 
the  belly,  and  a  preternatural  fulness 
was  perceptible  to  the  left  of  the  fi- 
riea  alba.  He  died  suddenly.  A~ 
large  quantity  of  blood  was  found  in 
the  |)eritoneum  ;  and  "  in  the  space 
between  the  liver  and  smaller  curva- 
ture of  the  stomach  was  an  aneu- 
rismal  sac,  of  the  size  of  a  large  or- 
ange.'* It  iiad  burst  anterior ly  under 
the  edge  of  the  liver,  by  an  aperture 
too  small  to  admit  the  point  «'f  the 
little  finger.  Dr.  Maiden  is  of  opi- 
nion that  the  aorta  was  rupitjred 
during  the  act  of  vomiting. — 31.  Gaz, 


Medical  Publications. — The  Edi- 
tor acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the 
following  works  : — 

Memoirs  of  the  Life,  Writings^ 
and  Character,  literary,  professional, 
and  religious,  of  the  late  John  Ma- 
son GooD,.F.R.S.  F.R.S.L.  Mem. 
Am.  Phil.  Soc.  and  F.L.S.  of  Phila- 
delphia, etc.  etc.  etc.  Bv  Olinthus 
Gregory,  Professor  of  Mathematics 
in  the  Royal  Mditary  Academy,  &c. 
&c.  With  the  S("nnon  occasioned 
by  his  death,  by  Charles  Jerram, 
M.A.  Boston  .-  Published  by  Crock- 
er &  Brewster,  &c.  1829. 

Joui  uiil  des  Progres  des  Sciences 
et  Institutions  Medicales  en  Eurf)pe, 
en  Amerique,  &c.  1st  vol.  Paris, 
1829. 

Also,  the  last  nunjber  of  the  fol- 
lowing periodicals: — 

The  New-York  Medical  and  Phy- 
sical Journal  ;  The  American  Jour- 
nal of  the  Medical  Sciences.  Phila- 
delphia ;  The  Western  Journal  of 
the  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences, 
edited  by  Daniel  Drake,  M.D.,  Cin- 
cinnati, Oliio ;  The  Gazetteof  Heallh, 
edited  by  Richard  Reece,  M.D., 
London. 


REPORT   OP   DEATilS  IN  BOSTON, 
The  week  ending  June  12.  at  noon. 

Of  abscess  on  the  lungs,  1 — convulsions,! — 
consumption,  4— croup,  1 — dropsy  in  the 
brain,  1 — lunp  fever,  1 — old  age,  3  — scald,  1  — 
unknown,  4.  Males,  10— females,  7.  Total,  17. 


304 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


CARTER  &  IIENDEE, 

Puhlishtrs^  Booksellers^  and  Slalioncrs^ 

CORjVER    of    WASHINGTON    AND  SCHOOL 
STREETS, 

KEEP  constantly  on  hand,  a  larg^e 
collection  of  English,  French,  Spa- 
nish and  Italian  BOOKS. 

A  complete  assortment  of  MEDICAL 
BOOKS,  and  a  supply  of  the  best  STA- 
TIONARY. 

They  have  also  for  sale,  Gardner's 
Twelve  Inch  GLOBES,  and  a  supply  of 
the  most  approved  SCHOOL  BOOKS. 

All  of  which  they  will  sell,  at  whole- 
sale and  retail,  on  the  most  liberal  terms. 


MANUEL  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHESCOPE. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  recently 
published, — A  short  ^Veatise  on  the 
different  Methods  of  investigating^  Dis- 
eases of  the  Chest.  Translated  from  the 
French  of  M.  Collins,  by  VV.  N.  Ryi.And, 
M.D.  From  the  third  London  Edition, 
with  Plates,  and  an  Explanatory  Intro- 
duction, by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society. 

In  preparing  for  the  American  press  the 
English  translation  of  the  well  known  and 
highly  useful  work  of  M.  Collins,  which 
translation  has  passed  through  three  edi- 
tions iri  England,  the  Editor  thinks  he  can 
render  it  more  acceptable  by  dispensing 
with  the  various  prefaces  and  introducto- 
ry remarks  which  encumber  the  last  edi- 
tion, and  by  substituting  in  their  place  an 
entirely  new  introduction,  which  is  in- 
tended to  embrace  the  amount  of  all  that 
is  important  in  the  prefaces  alluded  to, 
as  well  as  that  which  is  contained  in  va- 
rious abstracts  and  reviews  which  have 
appeared  of  treatises  upon  the  different 
methods  of  investigating  thoracic  diseases, 
and  in  some  other  works  which  are  not 
generally  before  the  profession  in  this 
country. 

C.  &  fl.  keep  constantly  for  sale  Ste- 
thescopes  of  the  most  approved  form. 


FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

COTTONS  &  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington Street,  have  for  sale,  the  fol- 


lowing Water  Colors,  of  an  excellent 
quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  Lamber- 
tye,  (France,)  viz:  Bistre,  Raw  Cassel, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  Pink, 
Seppia,  Violet  Lake,  Carmined  Lake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prussian  Blue,  Mineral 
Blue,  Indigo,  Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, GamlDoge,  Yellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  ItalianE^rlh, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth, 
Crocus  Martial,  Green  Lake,  Sanders 
Green,  Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prus- 
sian Green,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red, 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
Flake  White. 

Also — a  great  variety  of  Newman's,  Ac- 
kerman's,  Reeves's  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boxes  and  separate  cakes. 


CASEY'S  APPARATUS  FOR  THE 
CURE  OF  DISTORTED  SPINE. 

THE  Proprietor  of  the  Dormant  Ba- 
lance for  the  cure  of  Distorted 
Spine,  gives  notice,  that  he  has  establish- 
ed an  agency  in  this  city,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  those  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  invention.  Physicians 
having  under  their  care  the  subjects  of 
this  disease,  or  patients  themselves,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  ap- 
paratus, and  examining  the  testimonials 
of  its  efficacy,  at  Mr.  Charles  White's, 
corner  of  Winter  Street.  It  is  recom- 
mended, however,  that  all  patients  avail- 
ing themselves  of  this  ihvention,  should 
do  it  by  the  advice,  and  under  the  super- 
intendence, of  their  own  physicians,  as  it 
is  only  by  medical  opinion  that  the  pro- 
per subjects  of  the  machine  can  be  deter- 
mined, or  the  other  proper  measures  to  be 
made  use  of  in  conjunction  with  it,  can 
be  pointed  out.  The  Proprietor  express- 
ly disclaims  the  idea  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
effected,  in  any  case,  by  mechanical 
means  alone.  This  machine  has  received 
the  approbation  of  many  of  the  most  emi- 
nent medical  men  in  this  city  and  New- 
York.  Upon  application  to  the  agent, 
references  will  be  given,  and  written  tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All  letters,  post-paid,  addressed  to  J. 
Lincoln,  No.  27,  Fayette  Street,  will  be 
attended  to. 

Boston,  Feb.  6,  1829. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
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paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  jpaid  within  the  year .   The  postage  for  thi*  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

Communicated  for  the  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 

POISONING  BY  MILK. 

History  of  the  Cases  of  Poisoning 
by  Milk  lohich  recently  occurred 
in  a  Family  in  this  City,  by  F. 
J.  HiGGiNsoN,  M.D.  ;  together 
with  an  Analysis  of  the  Milk,  by 
Chas.  T.  Jackson,  M.D. 

History. 

On  the  21st  of  May  last,  at  about 
11,  A.  M.,  I  was  called  to  see  a 
family  said  to  have  been  poisoned. 
The  family  consisted  of  seven,  of 
whom  four,  viz.,  the  lady  of  the 
family,  her  child  (a  girl  of  four  or 
five  years),  a  young  woman  who 
had  been  maid  in  the  family  and 
who  had  just  recovered  from  a 
pretty  severe  illness,  and  a  little 
girl,  also  a  servant.  The  three 
remaining  members  of  the  family 
were  males,  and  were  not  at  home. 
About  two  hours  after  breakfast, 
that  is,  at  about  9,  A.M.,  the  fe- 
males, in  quick  succession  and 
with  little  warning,  were  taken 
with  nausea  and  vomiting.  All, 
with  the  exception  of  the  little  ser- 
vant girl,  who  refused,  soon  got 
full  doses  of  ipecacuanha,  which, 
by  the  time  of  my  arrival,  had 
produced  its  full  effect.  At  this 
time  the  lady  was  complaining  of 
violent  pain  in  the  stomach,  which 
had  come  on  a  few  minutes  before, 
the  vomiting   having  previously 


ceased.  Her  countenance  was 
very  pale,  her  skin  cool  and  moist, 
and  her  pulse  feeble,  though  not 
extremely  so.  She  was  soon  put 
into  bed.  Her  child  was  lying  in 
the  lap,  quiet,  and  unwilling  to  be 
disturbed,  but  not  in  much  appa- 
rent suffering.  She  also  was  very 
pale,  her  lips  slightly  livid,  her 
skin  cool  and  moist,  and  her  pulse 
feeble.  She  had  vomited  a  great 
deal,  and  was  still  occasionally 
retching.  The  young  woman  was 
the  greatest  sufferer.  Her  coun- 
tenance was  deadly  pale,  her  lips 
and  eyelids  sublivid,  and  her  ex- 
pression wild.  As  I  entered  she 
was  tossing  her  arms  about,  and 
stamping  violently  on  the  floor. 
She  was  however  soon  calmed,  the 
fit  being  evidently  of  an  hysteric 
character.  She  had  continual  and 
violent  retchings,  and  complained 
of  severe  pain  at  the  stomach. 
The  little  girl  was  apparently  more 
easy.  Soon  after  her  attack  she 
had  a  slight  dejection,  which  re- 
lieved her  for  some  time. 

From  the  mode  of  the  attack, 
and  their  being  simultaneously  and 
similarly  affected,  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  the  phenomena  arose 
from  a  common  cause,  and  that, 
some  noxious  substance  introduced 
into  the  stomach.  I  found,  on  in- 
quiry, that  their  breakfast  had 
consisted,  as  usual,  of  bread  and 
butter,  milk,  eggs,  and  coffee. 
No  fish  had  been  eaten  in  the  fa- 
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mily  for  two  days  previously. 
Some,  but  not  all  of  the  family, 
had  eaten  cheese  the  preceding 
night.  Whatever  the  poison  might 
be,  there  was  no  question  that  it 
had  been  evacuated,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, by  the  vomiting,  and  the  first 
indication  was  to  check  the  inordi- 
nate action  of  the  stomach,  and,  if 
possible,  allay  the  pain.  Dr. 
George  Hayward,  who  had  been 
sent  for,  arriving  soon  after  me, 
was  of  the  same  opinion  ;  and  by 
his  advice,  laudanum  was  adminis- 
tered, in  large  doses,  to  all.  Where 
it  was  not  retained,  opium  pills 
were  given  with  success. 

Very  soon  our  attention  was 
called  to  the  master  of  the  house^ 
who  had  come  home  on  hearing  of 
the  sickness  of  his  family.  He 
was  seized  in  the  same  manner 
with  the  rest.  Soon  after  this,  one 
and  then  the  other  of  the  two  re- 
maining members  of  the  household 
came  home  sick  from  their  places 
of  business.  Laudanum  was  given 
to  all  three,  and  whether  owing  to 
this,  or  some  other  cause,  they 
suffered  far  less  than  those  first 
affected.  As  soon  as  the  stomach 
became  sufficiently  quiet,  the 
comp.  infus.  sennae  was  given,  and 
repeated  in  moderate  doses.  Un- 
der this  treatment  they  mostly  im- 
proved. In  one  or  two  cases  the 
coldness  of  the  surface  increased  ; 
in  the  child  it  became  extreme, 
and  for  some  time  there  was  no 
pulse  at  the  wrist  ; — she  came  to, 
however,  under  the  use  of  warm 
water  and  paregoric.  Before  2, 
P.  M.,  they  were  all  well  enough 
to  be  left.  Dr.  II ay  ward  saw 
them  again  before  4  o'clock  ;  and 
by  that  time,  the  medicine  having 
o^jened  the  bowels,  they  were  all 
decidedly  relieved,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  little  girl  who  was  men- 
tioned as*  less  ill  thaii  the  rest. 


She  had  refused  medicine,  and  ac- 
cordingly suffered  longer  than  the 
others.  On  the  next  day  a  good 
deal  of  weakness  was  the  only  ill 
effect  perceptible.  As  it  was  a 
great  object  to  ascertain,  if  possi- 
ble, the  nature  of  the  deleterious 
substance,  I  brought  away  about 
five  ounces  of  water,  and  as  much 
milk,  for  chemical  analysis.  The 
water  I  took  from  the  copper  boil- 
er, in  which  the  water  used  at 
breakfast  had  been  boiled.  The 
vessel  had  not  been  cleaned  for 
many  days. — So  important  a  mat- 
ter is  this,  that  it  is  a  regulation 
both  in  our  army  and  navy,  that 
the  copper  conking  utensils  shall 
be  inspected  once  a  day  by  the 
surgeon  or  his  assistants. — The 
water  came  through  leaden  pipes, 
but  was  the  same  that  they  had 
used  for  a  year.  The  milk  was 
taken  from  an  earthen  pan,  the 
same  which  that  used  at  breakfast 
had  been  taken  from. 

The  analysis  of  the  milk  and  the 
water  was  performed  by  my  friend. 
Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  whose  fa- 
miliarity with  the  processes  of  ana- 
lytical chemistry  entitle  the  results 
of  his  investigation  to  the  fullest 
confidence.  Not  being  able  to  see 
him  when  I  left  the  substances  at 
his  house,  I  could  give  him  no  clue 
to  his  discovery.  The  next  day, 
he  told  me  that  he  had  detected,  in 
the  milk,  subacetate  of  copper  in  very 
sensible  qualities.  I  have  been 
unable  to  discover  by  what  means 
the  poison  was  communicated  to 
the  milk.  The  account  of  the 
analysis  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Jackson, 
and  which  is  subjoined,  puts  the 
fact  beyond  question.  It  only  shows 
the  necessity  of  great  care,  on  the 
part  of  house  keepers,  &c.,  not 
Oiily  as  to  the  vessels  in  v^^hich 
articles  of  food  are  kept  and 
preserved,  but   also   as   to  the 
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places  where  they  are  deposit- 
ed. 

Three  only  of  the  family  took 
milk  alone.  The  quantity  taken 
by  the  others  was,  of  course,  very 
small,  as  it  was  taken  in  coffee. 
What  is,  perhaps,  worthy  of  re- 
mark, is  that  these  last  took  sugar 
with  their  coffee, — and  this  is  the 
substance  which  Orfila  says  is  the 
best  antidote  to  the  poison  of  ver- 
digris. He  states,  to  be  sure,  that 
large  quantities  are  necessary  for 
it  to  be  of  any  avail  ;  but  in  these 
cases  the  quantity  of  sugar  must 
unquestionably  have  been  to  the 
quantity  of  verdigris,  at  least,  as 
30  to  1.  Those  who  took  milk 
alone,  however,  were  the  first 
seized.         F.  J.  Higginson. 

Analysis. 

By  request  of  my  friend,  Dr. 
Hisfo'inson,  I  made  a  chemical  ana- 
lysis  of  the  milk  and  the  water 
which  were  suspected  to  have  con- 
tained some  deleterious  matter,  by 
which  a  family  of  seven  individuals 
were  dangerously  affected  with 
symptoms  such  as  usually  result 
from  the  introduction  of  some  viru- 
lent and  very  active  poisonous  agent 
into  the  stomach. 

As  several  accounts  in  the  pa- 
pers of  the  day  have  stated  the  re- 
sults of  this  examination,  and  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  a  correct 
understanding  of  the  case  as  to  the 
source  of  the  poisonous  matter,  I 
have,  by  desire  of  Dr.  H.,  consent- 
ed to  publish  the  following  state- 
ment from  my  notes,  made  at  the 
time  of  performing  the  analysis  of 
the  articles  in  question. 

The  water  used  by  this  family 
being  subjected  to  a  strict  chemi- 
cal examination,  was  found  free 
from  any  deleterious  substance,  and 
will  not  require  any  further  atten- 
tion. 


The  whole  quantity  of  milk  sent 
to  me  for  examination  weighed  4^ 
oz.  It  had  a  turbid  appearance, 
though  not  coagulated,  or  sour  to 
taste  or  smell.  There  was  no  se- 
diment in  the  phial  in  which  it  was 
contained. 

Process  1st. — A  portion  of  the 
milk  was  taken,  and  being  placed 
in  a  wineglass,  was  treated  with  a 
drop  of  diluted  nitric  acid,  to  sepa- 
rate the  curd  and  the  albumen  of 
the  milk,  and  to  retain  whatever 
foreign  metallic  ingredient  it  might 
contain  in  solution.  After  the  curd 
&c.  had  subsided,  the  clear  super- 
natant fluid  was  poured  off,  and 
then  searched,  by  chemical  reagents 
and  tests,  for  such  substances  as  it 
appeared  probable  it  might  contain. 
My  first  suspicions  fell  upon  the 
oxide  of  Leadj  with  which  coarse 
earthen  ware  is  generally  glazed  ; 
but  neither  sulphuric  acid  nor  phos- 
phate of  soda  gave  any  precipitate, 
whence  we  may  infer  it  did  not 
contain  any  salt  of  lead. 

Process  2d. — Another  portion 
was  tested  for  arsenic  by  ammonia 
and  nitrate  of  silver,  but  did  not 
manifest  any  indications  of  its  pre- 
sence. The  curd  was  also  exa- 
mined in  like  manner,  without  dis- 
covering any  foreign  matter.  The 
only  remaining  article  which  could 
be  suspected  was  Copper^  and  this 
was,  as  we  shall  see  presently,  the 
true  source  of  the  baneful  effects 
on  the  family  concerned. 

A  polished  lancet  blade  being 
immersed  in  the  milk  which  had 
not  been  treated  by  nitric  acid,  did 
not  become  tarnished  ;  but,  when 
immersed  in  the  solution  from  which 
the  curd  had  been  separated  by  ni- 
tric acid,  the  surface  of  the  steel 
became  immediately  covered  with 
a  coating  of  metallic  copper.  Lest 
the  acid  itself  might  be  suspected 
to  be  impure,  a  portion  of  it  dilut- 
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ed  with  water,  was  tested  by  po- 
lished iron  and  by  ammonia  ;  but  it 
was  found  to  be  pure. 

From  the  circumstance  of  the 
copper  not  being  separated  from 
the  milk  by  the  polished  iron,  it 
appears  that  the  copper  must  have 
existed  in  the  state  of  an  oxide 
dissolved  by  the  oily  matter  of  the 
milk,  or  that  it  existed  in  the  state 
of  a  subacetate,  all  the  acid  salts  of 
this  metal  being  incompatible  with 
the  uncoagulated  state  of  the  milk. 

To  determine  how  much  copper 
the  milk  contained  was  the  next 
and  the  last  step  to  complete  the 
analysis.  The  method  pursued 
was  the  most  simple;  and,  although 
it  may  be  regarded  by  some  scien- 
tific analysistsas  somewhat  coarse, 
it  is  sufficiently  correct  for  toxico- 
logical  purposes,  and  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  exempt  from  ail 
suspicion  of  impurity  in  the  chemi- 
cal reagents  employed.  This  pro- 
cess was  as  follows  : — 

Two  ounces  by  weight  of  the 
poison  milk  was  poured  into  a  glass 
evaporating  basin,  and  gradually 
evaporated  to  dryness  over  the  Ar- 
gand  Lamp  furnace,  and  the  heat 
continued  until  the  residuum  was 
converted  into  a  spongy  carbona- 
ceous mass,  when  it  was  removed, 
pulverized  in  a  Wedgwood  mortar, 
and  placed  in  a  crucible  ofplatina, 
over  a  small  furnace  of  charcoal  ; 
the  crucible  and  contents  were  then 
heated  to  ignition  by  urging  the  tire 
with  the  bellows.  After  the  carbon 
had  been  consumed,  the  ashes  con- 
tained in  the  crucible  was  removed, 
and  treated  with  diluted  nitric 
acid,  which  dissolved  all  but  a  few 
specks  of  carbon  that  had  not  been 
consumed.  The  solution,  which 
was  of  a  blue  color,  was  then  di- 
vided into  two  portions  equal  by 
measure  ;  one  of  these  was  treated 
to  excess  of  saturation  by  ammonia. 


w^hen  it  became  of  a  fine  blue  co- 
lor, without  any  precipitate.  The 
other  half  was  poured  into  a  . conical 
measuring  glass,  and  a  rod  of  polish- 
ed iron  wire  immersed  in  the  solu- 
tion and  allowed  to  remain  all  night 
undisturbed.  The  next  morning 
the  copper  had  precipitated  entirely 
in  a  metallic  state  upon  the  iron 
rod,  and  being  carefully  removed 
and  dried  between  folded  blotting 
paper,  weighed  half  a  grain,  which 
is  equivalent  to  four  grains  of  the 
peroxide  of  copper.  The  small 
portions  of  milk  remaining  having 
become  sour,  I  was  unable  to  pur- 
sue the  investigation  further  to  de- 
termine the  precise  state  of  the 
oxide  in  the  milk, — to  determine 
which  would  be  very  difficult,  un- 
less a  large  quantity  could  be  con- 
sumed. 

Whence,  and  under  what  cir- 
cumstances, the  milk  contracted 
this  poison,  it  is  not  my  part  or  in- 
tention to  determine  ;  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  remarkable  that  so  large 
a  quantity  of  oxide  of  copper  should 
have  been  dissolved  in  the  milk, 
even  if  it  had  been  kept  in  a  metal- 
lic copper  vessel,  considering  the 
shortness  of  the  time  and  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  milk  was  per- 
fectly sweet. 

Chas.  T.  Jackson. 


II. 

ACTION  OF  COLCIllCUM  ON  THE  URINE. 

Professor  Chelius,  of  Heidel- 
burg,  has  been  making  a  number 
of  experiments  on  the  urine  of 
those  who  take  colchicuni  for 
different  com[)laints,  and  has  dis- 
covered a  vejy  curious  and  uni- 
form effect  to  result  from  this 
powerful  medicine, — namely,  a 
great  increase  of  uric  acid  in  the 
urine, — and,  consequently,  a  great 
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evacuation  of  it  from  the  system 
at  large.  Thus  a  man,  who  had 
rheumatic  inflammation  and  swell- 
ing of  the  joints,  was  put  upon  the 
use  of  colchicum,  his  urine  being 
first  examined,  and  found  to  con- 
tain 0,069  of  uric  acid,  free  or 
combined  with  ammonia.  In  four 
days  after  the  colchicum  was 
commenced,  and  that  in  moderate 
doses,  it  rose  from  69  to  76.  On 
the  eighth  day  it  was  91,  and  on 
the  twelfth  day  it  was  102.  In 
short,  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight, 
the  quantity  of  uric  acid  was  dou- 
bled. Experiments  were  made 
on  a  great  number  of  individuals, 
chiefly  laboring  under  gouty, 
rheumatic,  and  neuralgic  afl'ec- 
tions,  and  all  with  the  same  re- 
sult,— a  great  increase  of  the  uric 
acid.  Professor  Chelius  thinks 
that  this  operation  of  the  colchi- 
cum may  lead  to  some  elucidation 
of  the  specific  efficacy  of  the 
medicine  in  various  diseases,  and 
perhaps  may  throw  some  light  on 
the  nature  of  those  diseases  them- 
selves. The  Professor  appears 
to  employ  the  colchicum,  with 
great  success,  in  neuralgia  of  the 
face,  in  sciatica,  rheumatic  oph- 
thalmia, dropsy  of  the  joints,  and 
in  certain  paralytic  affections  of 
the  lower  extremities  connected 
with  the  arthritic  diathesis.  We 
w^ould  recommend  the  medical 
practitioners  of  this  country  to 
note  the  eff'ects  of  colchicum 
on  the  urine,  as  the  increase  of 
uric  acid  may  lead  to  the  useful 
employment  of  this  remedy  in 
some  diseases  to  which  it  is  not 
now  applied. — Med.  Chir.  Rev. 

III. 

OLD  ULCERATIONS  OF  THE  TONGUE. 

M.  Magejndie,  of  Paris,  has 
published  two  cases  of  old  ulcera- 


tions of  the  tongue  and  pharynx, 
(considered  by  some  eminent  sur- 
geons cancerous,  and  by  others 
pseudo-syphilitic,  and  by  all  as 
incurable,)  which  yielded  to  full 
doses  of  iodine. 

'•The  first  case  was  that  of  a 
female  of  lymphatic  tempera- 
ment, who  had  enjoyed  good  health 
till  the  age  of  thirty,  when  men- 
struation became  irregular,  and 
epileptiform  attacks  supervened. 
After  a  time  ulcers  broke  out  on 
various  parts  of  the  body  and  the 
limbs  :  some  exfoliations  of  the 
tibiae  and  bones  of  the  arm  also 
took  place.  Excrescences  were 
now  seen  on  the  pharynx  and 
tongue,  and  the  attendant  physi- 
cian, conceiving  the  complaint  to 
be  syphilitic,  notwithstanding  the 
positive  denial  of  the  woman,  she 
was  put  upon  a  mercurial  course. 
Under  this  treatment  the  ulcera- 
tions of  thebocy  and  limbs  healed; 
but  those  of  the  tongue  increased. 
In  the  course  of  time  the  patient 
lost  her  voice,  which  was  attri- 
buted to  ulceration  of  the  chordae 
vocales.  In  this  deplorable  con- 
dition, M.  Magendie  ordered  a  so- 
lution of  the  hydriodate  of  potash 
to  be  exhibited,  and  the  dose  to 
be  gradually  increased,  till  it 
amounted  to  thirty-six  drops  in 
the  day.  The  good  eff'ects  were 
soon  conspicuous.  The  surface 
of  the  ulcerations  cleaned,  and, 
in  fifteen  days,  those  of  the  tongue 
were  completely  healed.  In  a 
little  more  than  a  month  the  other 
ulcers  were  also  cicatrized. 

"  Case  II, — A  female,  aged 
forty-one  years,  had  been  in  the 
Hospital  Saint  Louis  four  years 
previously  for  large  ulcerations 
on  the  legs.  She  had  scarcely 
left  the  hospital,  apparently 
cured,  when  she  was  seized  with 
difficulty  of  breathing,  pain  in  the 
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region  of  the  larynx,  and  complete 
loss  of  voice.  These  symptoms 
continued,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
large  ulcers  broke  out  on  the  face 
and  neck,  as  well  as  on  the  tongue. 
Various  modes  of  treatment  had 
been  put  in  practice,  but  without 
much  relief,  and  she  entered  the 
Infirmary  of  the  Salpetriere  in 
March,  1827,  three  years  after 
the  commencement  of  the  facial 
ulcerations.    Her  nose  was  now 


almost  demolished, — various  fun- 
gous ulcers  were  spread  over  the 
face  and  tongue, — deglutition  was 
very  difficult, — the  respiration 
was  impeded, — articulation  al- 
most annihilated.  On  the  27th 
of  June  the  patient  was  put  on 
the  use  of  tincture  of  iodine,  and 
the  dose  was  gradually  increased. 
The  ulcerations  at  last  were  en- 
tirely healed,  and  a  complete 
cure  is  now  effected. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


ARTICULATION  INDEPENDENT   OF  A 
LARYNX. 

This  occurred  in  an  individual  at 
Toulon,  in  France,  who  several  times 
attempted  to  destroy  himself  by  cut- 
ting his  throat.  The  consequence 
was  the  complete  occlusion  of  the 
larynx,  and  the  formation  of  a  fistu- 
lous air  passage  at  the  place  of  the 
wound.  Notwithstanding  this  cir- 
cumstance, he  was  able,  during  the- 
remainder  of  his  life,  which  was  se- 
veral years,  to  express  himself  in 
such  manner  as  to  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood without  much  difficulty. 


ANALOGIES  IN  THE  FORMATION  OF 
THE  BONES. 

In  a  late  number  of  the  Bulletin  des 
Sciences  Medicales,  we  find  some 
speculations,  more  curious,  perhaps, 
than  useful,  on  the  analogies  which 
may  be  traced  in  the  formation  of 
the  bones  in  different  parts  of  the 
body.  Among  the  parts  thus  com- 
pared are  the  scapula  with  the  ilium, 
the  corocoid  process  with  the  ischi- 
um, and  the  clavicle  with  the  pubis. 
This  completes  the  general  analogy 


between  the  shoulder  and  the  pelvis. 
The  arm  and  the  thigh,  also,  offer 
many  points  of  resemblance,  as  do 
likewise  the  forearm  and  the  leg,  the 
wrist  and  the  instep,  the  hand  and 
the  foot.  It  appears  to  have  been 
also  contemplated  to  institute  a  pa- 
rallel between  tlie  skull  and  the  sa- 
crum, the  coccyx  and  the  atlas  ;  but 
the  points  of  resemblance  being  un- 
fortunately few  and  far  between,  this 
part  of  the  plan  is  reluctantly  aban- 
doned,— a  circumstance  ever  to  be 
regretted  by  the  lovers  of  true  philo- 
sophy. In  the  other  corresponding 
parts,  M.  Gerdy''s  investigations  fur- 
nish him  with  abundant  proofs  of 
harmony  of  structure,  as  well  as  si- 
milarity in  design  ;  or  when  a  decided 
difference  occurs  in  place  of  the 
conformity  which  should  have  been 
discovered,  the  author  finds  an  apo- 
logy for  nature's  error  by  pleading 
that  the  end  justifies  the  means;  and 
that  if  the  parts  do  not  correspond 
it  is  merely  because  they  happened 
to  be  made  for  very  different  pur- 
poses ;  and  since,  exceptio  probat 
regulam,  the  diversities  in  question 
confirm  rather  than  invalidate  the 
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soundness  of  the  theory.  Independ- 
ently, however,  of  this  easy  method 
of  solving  difficulties  and  reconciling 
contradictions,  it  must  be  confessed 
that  M.  Gerdy  has  illustrated  his 
doctrine  with  equal  fairness  and  in- 
genuity. The  follov^ing  is  an  abridg- 
ed statement  of  his  parallel  between 
the  scapula  and  the  os  ilium,  and 
must  serve  our  readers  for  a  sample 
of  the  whole  production. 

The  shoulder  is  formed  by  the 
scapula,  which  has  a  remarkable 
process,  the  corocoid,  and  the  clavi- 
cle ; — its  counterpart,  the  pelvis,  is 
formed  by  the  ilium,  the  ischium, 
and  the  pubis.  The  scapula  is  flat- 
tened, the  ilium  is  so  likewise  ;  it  is 
hollowed  inwardly,  and  its  cavity 
corresponds  to  the  viscera  of  the 
chest,  but  does  not  touch  them  ;  the 
ilium  is  concave  within,  and  by  this 
concavity  affijrds  a  support  to  the 
abdominal  viscera.  The  scapula  has 
three  edges  connected  by  angles  ; 
one  spinal,  another  cephalic,  the 
third  external  or  axillary.  The  ilium 
also  presents  three, — the  first  spinal, 
the  second  caudal,  the  third  external 
or  inguinal.  The  spinal  edge  of  the 
scapula  corresponds  to  the  spinal 
column,  and  gives  attachment  to 
large  muscles ;  the  spinal  edge  of 
the  ilium  has  also  a  relation  to  the 
spinal  column,  and  gives  attachment 
to  large  muscles.  The  cephalic  edge 
of  the  scapula  is  short,  sloping,  and 
gives  origin  to  the  corocoid  process  ; 
the  caudal  edge  of  the  ilium  is  also 
short  and  sloped,  and  gives  origin  to 
the  ischium,  which  corresponds  to 
the  corocoid.  The  spinal  and  ce- 
phalic edges  of  the  scapula  are  se- 
parated by  the  superior  internal  angle 


of  the  scapula  ;  the  spinal  and  caudal 
edges  of  the  ilia  by  their  posterior 
spinous  process.  The  latter  are 
thicker  and  more  extended  ;  but  this 
disposition  is  in  conformity  with  the 
functions  of  the  inferior  extremities, 
and  permits  the  ilium  to  form  a  solid 
union  with  the  trunk. 

We  presume,  in  his  next  paper, 
Mr.  G.  will  point  out  the  analogy 
existing  between  the  structure  of 
the  allium  commune  and  the  geologi- 
cal formation  of  the  earth  ;  or,  per- 
haps, the  strong  points  of  resem- 
blance between  the  contents  of  cer- 
tain human  pericrania,  and  the  ma- 
chine on  which  the  perruquier  forms 
his  pericranes  artificiels. 


MEDICAL  OFFICERS. 

Much  is  said  in  the  London  journals 
of  late  on  the  propriety  of  having 
medical  men  in  the  office  of  coroner, 
and  in  the  legislature.  The  bearing 
of  these  propositions  on  medical  ju- 
risprudence and  anatomical  science, 
is  worthy  the  attention  of  the  pro- 
fession and  the  public.  We  propose 
to  speak  more  at  large  on  the  latter 
subject  at  a  future  and  more  appro- 
priate season. 


ACETATE  OF  MORPHINE. 

Tetanus  and  other  spasmodic  affec- 
tions have  been  found  to  be  greatly 
under  the  control  of  the  acetate  of 
morphine  externally  applied  to  a  blis- 
tered surface.  The  following  em- 
brocation to  the  spine  is  recommend- 
ed, and  said  to  be  efficacious  in  hoop-» 
ing  cough. 

R.  Solut.  Acet.  Morph.  3  ss. 
Alcohol.  Dilut.  'i  'lss. 
Camph.  Si- 
Acid  Pyrolig.  3  ss.  M, 
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BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JUNE  30,  1829. 


DR.  NATHAN  SMITH, 

We  have  before  us  an  Address,  de- 
livered to  the  medical  class  of  Bow- 
doin  College,  (Maine,)  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  that  flourishing  Institution. 
It  was  occasioned  by  the  decease  of 
the  celebrated  Surgeon  whose  name, 
above  written,  is  very  generally 
known  and  respected  in  this  country, 
and  whose  history  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  that  of  several  medical 
schools  of  standing  and  respectability. 
Dr.  Smith  was  one  of  those  enter- 
prising and  useful  men,  who,  impel- 
led by  the  double  motive  of  a  love  of 
distinction,  and  a  desire  of  elevating 
the  character  and  extending  the  be- 
nefits of  a  favorite  science,  regarded 
personal  sacrifices  as  necessary  in 
effecting  any  great  object,  and  there- 
fore resolved  to  submit  to  them 
without  hesitation  or  murmuring. 
In  his  march  to  fame,  he  heeded  not 
toils  of  body  or  mind  ;  if  danger  was 
to  be  brooked,  or  great  enterprises 
undertaken,  he  was  found  leading 
the  way  with  a  bold  and  firm  spirit, 
which  was  not  to  be  cowered  by 
deferred  hope  or  temporary  disap- 
pointment ;  if  local  attachments  or 
the  ties  of  friendly  intercourse  were 
in  his  path,  his  mind  rose  over  them, 
as  over  obstacles  of  a  less  elevated 
nature.  In  his  practice  as  a  Surgeon, 
he  was  judicious,  skilful,  and  success- 
ful ;  in  his  intercourse  with  society, 
he  was  attractive  in  manner,  enter- 
taining and  instructive  in  conversa- 
tion, ardent  and  generous  in  his  feel- 
ings; in  his  family,  he  was  anxious, 
alfectionate,  and  beloved. 


With  such  a  theme,  President 
Allen  undertakes  not  so  much  an 
eulogy  as  a  biography, — a  species  of 
composition  with  which  he  is  well 
known  to  be  familiar.  His  intro- 
ductory remarks  are  unhappy.  We 
regret  that  he  should  have  under- 
taken the  difficult  task  of  drawing  a 
comparison  between  the  rank  of 
different  professions.  As  medical 
men  we  cannot  complain  of  the  high 
place  he  has  so  justly  assigned  the 
Physician  ;  but  this  whole  subject  is 
treated  in  a  manner  far  below  the 
estimated  talents  of  the  author:  it 
displays,  in  our  apprehension,  neither 
good  taste,  sound  sense,  nor  moral 
acumen.  What  he  says  of  the  states- 
man, for  example,  evinces  a  lower 
estimate  of  the  value  of  laws  ihan 
we  should  have  expected  from  the 
Principal  of  a  College  which  is  go- 
verned by  them.    It  is  as  follows  :— 

"  The  race  of  statesmen  may  be 
of  some  advantage,  although  it  is 
understood  by  the  intelligent,  that 
their  wisest  measures  are  such  as 
interfere  the  least  with  individual 
enterprise  ;  or,  in  other  words,  that 
they  are  wisest  when  they  make  the 
fewest  enactments, — wisest,  general- 
ly, when  they  do  nothing.  All  that 
man  wants  from  government  is  pro- 
tection from  injury  and  freedom  of 
action.  The  host  of  laws  which  en- 
courage immoralities,  such  as  lotte- 
ries and  many  licenses,  or  which 
confer  monopolies,  exclusive  privi- 
leges, and  unparticipated  rights,  and 
which  lay  shackles  on  industry, — 
and  such  are  the  greater  part  of  hu- 
man laws, — are  worse  than  useless. 
Besides,  a  great  statesman  is  apt  to 
s(Mze  upon  a  great  project,  and  a  great 
project  is  usually  full  of  mischief 
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Our  author  next  goes  on  to  exa- 
mine the  influence  which  his  profes- 
sional pursuits  must  exert  on  the  re- 
ligious character  of  the  Physician; 
and  this  subject,  which  is  pursued  at 
some  length,  is  treated  with  a  clear- 
ness and  justness  of  perception,  an 
elevation  of  thought  and  sentiment, 
and  an  eloquence,  which  command 
the  feelings  of  the  reader,  and  set  in 
a  strong  light  the  high  moral  respon- 
sibilities which  rest  on  those  whose 
daily  occupations  urge  on  them  strong 
and  matchless  proofs  of  the  existence, 
power,  and  wisdom  of  God,  the  cer- 
tainty of  death,  the  shortness  of  life, 
and  the  pervading  supports  afforded 
by  the  religious  principle. 

In  the  course  of  these  remarks  of 
President  Allen,  which  every  physi- 
cian will  read  with  benefit  as  well  as 
pleasure,  one  opinion  is  advanced, 
we  think  with  rather  too  much  con- 
fidence. It  is  this  : — "  To  know 
anything  of  the  mind,  he  (the  Physi- 
cian) must  lay  aside  the  knife,  and 
must  think."  By  this  declaration 
the  learned  author  intends  to  express 
his  entire  disbelief  in  the  doctrine  of 
materialism  ;  and  so  far  as  this  goes 
it  answers  well  its  purpose.  It  is, 
however,  a  principle  which,  carried 
too  f^ir  into  intellectual  philosophy, 
may  lead  to  some  serious  errors. 
That  reflection, — a  turning  of  the 
mind  in  upon  itself, — is  necessary  to 
a  knowledge  of  its  powers  and  func- 
tions, is  undoubted  ;  but  that  the 
pursuit  of  this  knowledge  is  not 
greatly  facilitated  and  advanced  by 
the  simultaneous  use  of  the  knife, 
we  apprehend  few  philosophers  at 
this  day  will  venttire  to  assert. 

One  reason  of  the  uncertainty 


which  exists  on  subjects  of  intellect- 
ual philosophy,  may  be  found  in  the 
very  doctrine  advanced  by  President 
Allen.  The  mind,  and  the  brain 
its  organ,  have  been  studied  sepa- 
rately. They  have  been  considered 
subjects  for  the  investigation  of  en- 
tirely different  classes  of  philoso- 
phers. The  mind  has  been  the 
study  of  metaphysicians,  and  the 
brain  of  anatomists.  We  agree  with 
Dr.  A.  that  anatomists  have  confined 
their  researches  too  much  to  the 
structure  of  the  brain  ;  for  the  most 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  structure 
of  an  organ  does  not  alone  teach  us 
what  are  its  functions.  An  anato- 
mist might  dissect  the  stomach  or 
the  liver  till  his  vision  and  his  years 
were  expended,  v\ithout  suspecting 
the  nature  of  the  functions  performed 
by  those  viscera  ;  and  the  same  is 
true  with  regard  to  the  brain.  But 
we  believe  that  metaphysicians  have 
erred  as  much  on  the  other  hand,  by 
relying  exclusively  on  their  own  re- 
flections ; — without  regard  to  what 
they  considered  the  peculiar  province 
of  the  faculty,  without  once  dreaming 
of  dissections,  they  have  endeavored 
to  find  out  the  laws  which  regulate 
the  human  understanding  by  an  ob- 
servation of  their  own  minds.  Se- 
cluded from  all  but  their  own  con- 
templations, they  have  labored  to 
search  out  the  peculiarities  of  their 
own  intellects,  and  then  given  to  the 
world  these  peculiarities  as  the  fixed 
doctrines  of  the  mind. 

In  mental  philosophy,  as  in  every 
other,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
there  are  no  two  things  precisely 
alike  ;  indeed,  there  can  scarcely  be 
found  a  greater  variety  than  in  the 
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moral  and  intellectual  manifestations 
of  different  men.  It  is,  therefore, 
just  as  absurd  to  draw  general  con- 
clusions from  the  study  of  one  mind, 
as  it  would  be  to  examine  minutely 
the  size,  texture,  and  nature,  of  a 
single  tree,  and  declare  the  result  to 
be  a  true  description  of  the  forest. 
— In  order  to  pursue  this  study  to 
advantage,  we  must  go  abroad  among 
men  ;  we  must  exercise  our  faculties 
not  in  the  closet,  but  in  the  world  ; 
and,  with  a  careful  and  extended 
observation  of  the  talents,  tastes,  sen- 
timents, and  dispositions  of  different 
individuals,  (ourself  forming  but  one 
of  the  many,)  we  must  unite  a  minute 
examination  of  the  organ  which  is 
the  seat  and  instrument  of  all  these 
various  powers  and  functions.  If 
we  are  ever  to  arrive  at  any  true  and 
certain  knowledge  on  this  noble 
subject,  it  is,  we  apprehend,  by  a 
course  of  investigation  thus  freed 
from  the  errors  of  both  the  anato- 
mists and  metaphysicians  ;  it  is  not 
by  laying  aside  the  knife,  but  by 
uniting  thought  and  observation  with 
a  careful  and  assiduous  use  of  it. 

Having  been  led  into  this  digres- 
sion by  a  short  but  expressive  sen- 
tence in  the  address,  we  proceed  to 
give  a  history  of  Dr.  Smith,  as  we 
gather  the  incidents  from  his  biogra- 
pher. 

This  energetic  practitioner  was 
born,  it  seems,  at  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
on  the  30th  of  September,  17G2. 
Ilis  father,  who  was  a  respectable 
farmer,  removed  soon  after  to  Ches- 
ter, Vermont.  Thus  reared  at  the 
very  foot  of  the  Green  Mountains, 
our  youthful  genius  could  not  but 
imbibe  a  taste  for  the  wildnoss  of  the 


mountain  scenery  and  the  free  and 
bounding  pleasures  of  the  woods,  as 
well  as  for  the  healthful  toils  of  a 
farmer's  life.  It  may  be  that  he  here 
contracted  that  habit  of  roaming 
which  was  distinguishable  through 
his  whole  life  ;  for  he  not  only  flou- 
rished, as  will  be  shown,  in  different 
towns  and  States,  but  was  as  much  in 
his  element  when  clad  in  the  apparel 
of  the  sportsman,  as  when  operating 
with  the  needle  or  the  knife. 

In  the  frontier  forests  of  Ver- 
mont," says  our  author,  "  there  some- 
times lurked  a  more  formidable  ene- 
my than  the  bear  or  wolf.  The 
prowling  Indian  occasionally  created 
alarm.  It  is  well  known  that  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  the  work  of 
the  tomahawk  was  purchased  with 
British  gold.  Burgoyne,  in  his  cele- 
crated  proclamation,  held  forth  the 
terrors  of  the  savage  yell  and  war 
whoop.  Dr.  Smith  once  encounter- 
ed the  hardships  and  dangers  of  an 
expedition  against  the  Indians,  and 
narrowly  escaped  a  bullet,  aimed  at 
him  by  a  son  of  the  forest  from  his 
place  of  ambush.  At  another  time, 
on  a  hunting  excursion  in  the  winter, 
at  a  distance  from  home,  a  thaw  ren- 
dered his  return  impracticable  for 
several  days,  during  which  he  had 
no  food  but  the  flesh  of  his  game. 
Feeble  and  sick,  with  difficulty  he 
regained  his  father's  house,  where 
he  suffered  an  illness  of  several 
months.  Such  was  his  manner  of 
life  till  he  was  twenty-four  years  of 
age." 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  S. 
was  limited  ;  it  was  sufficient,  howe- 
ever,  to  entitle  him  to  admission  at 
the  University,  and  it  is  unfortunate 
that  he  did  not  enjoy  the  advantages 
a  University  education  would  have 
given  him  in  a  profession  fur  which 
he  had  a  natural  fondness.  There 
is  nothing  enchanting  to  a  general 
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observer,  in  a  surgical  operation  ;  yet 
it  was  on  witnessing  such  a  scene 
that  Mr.  Smith  first  discovered  "  an 
irresistible  desire  of  becoming  a  stu- 
dent in  medicine."  He  pursued  his 
professional  studies  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  venerable  Dr.  Josiah 
Goodhue,  of  Putney,  and,  the  usual 
term  having  expired,  commenced  the 
practice  of  Physic  and  Surgery  at 
Cornish,  N.  H.  Soon  after  this  he 
resorted  to  Cambridge,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  medical  and  philo- 
sophical lectures  at  Harvard  College  ; 
and  in  1790,  having  received  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  in  Medicine,  re- 
turned to  his  former  residence.  It 
was  here,  in  the  intervals  of  his  pro- 
fessional occupations,  that  he  project- 
ed a  plan  for  a  medical  school,  to  be 
attached  to  Dartmouth  College  ;  and 
having  procured  the  approbation  of 
Piesident  Wheelock,  he  again  left 
Cornish  in  1796,  and  embarked  for 
Europe,  with  the  purpose  of  procur- 
ing the  necessary  apparatus  for  com- 
mencing the  school.  Whilst  abroad, 
bis  time  appears  to  have  been  spent 
in  attending  the  lectures  of  celebrated 
teachers  ;  and  it  was,  in  those  days, 
so  rare  a  thing  for  a  wanderer  from 
this  western  wilderness  to  be  seen  in 
the  medical  schools  of  Europe,  that 
he  received  every  attention  and  faci- 
lity for  effecting  the  objects  of  his 
visit.  That  he  was  well  esteemed 
is  shown  by  the  fact,  that  after  leav- 
ing London  he  was  chosen  member 
of  the  Medical  Society  of  that  city  ; 
but  of  the  visible  apparatus  for  a 
school  he  was  the  means  of  procur- 
ing, we  have  only  the  following  ac- 
count : — 

"  FrQm   Edinburgh    he   sent  to 


Dartmouth  medical  books  to  the  va- 
lue of  thirty  pounds,  which  books, 
as  he  said  in  one  of  his  letters,  he 
boped  the  trustees  of  the  college 
would  purchase,  as  he  could  ill  bear 
the  expense.  At  London  he  pro- 
cured, also,  as  far  as  he  deemed  in- 
dispensable for  commencing  the  pro- 
posed medical  institution,  an  appara- 
tus for  anatomy,  surgeiy,  and  che- 
mistry." 

The  proposed  institution  was 
opened  in  1798,  and  was  the  fourth 
medical  School*  ever  established  iii 
the  United  States.  The  first  lectures 
were  given  by  Drs.  Smith  and  Lyman 
Spaulding,  and  among  the  honors 
conferred  that  year,  was  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine  on  Dr.  Smith, 
who  was  also  appointed  sole  Professor 
in  the  medical  School.  In  this  res- 
ponsible station  he  had  no  coadjutor 
till  1810,  when  Dr.  Cyrus  Perkins, 
now  of  New-York,  was  appointed 
Professor  of  Anatomy. 

In  1813  we  find  Dr.  Smith  taking 
leave  of  Hanover,  and  accepting  the 
appointment  to  the  Chair  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and 
Surgery  in  the  School  tiien  about  to 
be  opened  at  Yale  College,  where 
the  succeeding  sixteen  years  of  his 
life  were  passed  in  lecturing  to  the 
medical  students,  in  the  active  and 
extensive  exercise  of  his  duties  as 
Physician  and  Surgeon,  and  in  ga- 
thering, both  as  a  Professor  and 
practitioner,  that  enviable  distinction 
which  is  now  generally  accorded  him. 

In  1821,  having  encouraged  the 
authorities  of  Bowdoin  College  in 
their  project  of  establishing  a  n)edical 
school  at  Brunswick,  and  promised 
to  ctjuperate  in  ils  execution,  he  be- 

*  There  are  now  twenty. 
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came  the  first  lecturer  in  that  school 
also,  and  delivered  a  course  embrac- 
ing all  the  subjects  taught  in  the 
school,  except  Chemistry,  in  which 
branch  Bovvdoin  College  has  long 
enjoyed  the  able  and  profound  in- 
structions of  one  of  the  ablest  che- 
mists and  mineralogists  of  the  age.* 
There  were  but  twenty-one  young 
gentlemen  who  attended  this  first 
'Course,  and  the  biographer  attributes 
the  rapid  advances  of  the  school,  in 
a  great  degree,  to  the  reputation, 
skill  and  experience  of  Dr.  Smith. 
Of  this  there  can  be  little  doubt,  for 
his  reputation  as  a  Surgeon  was  so 
great  as  to  induce  the  afflicted  to 
seek  relief  at  his  hands  from  different 
and  distant  parts  of  the  Slate.  Dur- 
ing the  first  course  of  lectures,  for 
example,  he  couched  nearly  twenty 
eyes  for  the  cataract.  One  eye  was 
completely  removed;  a  leg  was  am- 
putated ;  and  various  other  surgical 
operations  were  performed  by  him. 

After  five  years  he  relinquished 
his  connection  with  Bowdoin  College, 
and  again  confined  the  sphere  of*  his 
labors  to  New-Haven,  where  he 
shortly  after  sickened,  and  died  of  a 
palsy  on  the  26th  of  January  last,  in 
the  67th  year  of  his  age.  In  his  last 
hours  he  was  consoled  by  the  anxious 
solicitudes  of  an  affectionate  family, 
by  the  kind  attentions  of  some  of  his 
former  pupils,  by  the  retrospection 
of  a  life  spent  in  doing  good,  and  by 
the  belief  that  "  he  died  in  the  faith 
and  hopes  of  the  gospel." 

EXTIRPATION  OF  THE  SPLEEN. 

This  o[)eration  has  been  performed 
by  one  individual  on  twenty-seven 

*  Professor  Clevfland,  author  of  an 
elementary  work  on  Mineralogy. 


living  animals  ;  and  to  judge  from  the 
meagre  results  which  have  been  ob- 
tained, the  cause  of  science  has  cer- 
tainly been  little  benefited  by  the 
time  and  labor  bestowed  on  them  : 
we  might  say  the  same  of  the  cause 
of  humanity,  did  not  the  word  sound 
strangely  to  us  in  such  connection. 

We  gave,  last  week,  some  experi- 
ments on  living  animals,  which,  in 
their  results,  and  some  striking  traits 
of  character,  are  not  very  dissimilar 
to  those  here  alluded  to  ;  we  regret 
to  add,  however,  that  these  last  were 
no  fiction  ; — they  were  really  per- 
formed, and  the  results  have  been  as 
follows: — Death  ensued  in  one  in- 
stance, and  in  this  animal  another 
operation  had  previously  been  per- 
formed. In  the  rest,  after  the  wounds 
were  healed,  it  was  not  remarked 
that  the  functions  were  greatly  de- 
ranged. The  stomach  continued  to 
digest  food,  but  when  the  animals 
had  eaten  too  much  or  too  fast,  vo- 
miting ensued  with  great  facility, — a 
circumstance  which  was  probably 
owing  to  the  local  irritation  of  the 
diaphragm  from  the  wound.  The 
bile  was  secreted,  but  in  rather  less 
quantity  than  usual,  and  lymph  drawn 
from  the  thoracic  duct  presented  the 
usual  properties.  If  the  operation 
is  performed  on  young  animals,  it 
does  not  interfere  with  their  subse- 
quent growth,  and  nutrition  seems 
to  go  on  with  the  same  rapidity  as 
ever.  The  only  function  which  ap- 
pears to  suffer  from  the  removal  of 
the  spleen  is  that  of  procreation.  In 
those  in  which  this  faculty  has  not 
yet  appeared  it  developes  itself  more 
slowly,  and  where  it  already  exists 
is  considerably  impaired. 

Dogs  in  whom  the  operation  has 
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been  performed,  seem  to  acquire  in- 
creased speed  in  running. 


CURE  DES  RAISINS. 

A  CURIOUS  mode  of  treating  dyspep- 
tic complaints,  induced  by  high  liv- 
ing, irregularity  in  diet,  &c.,  is  adopt- 
ed at  Frankfort,  in  Germany.  In 
consists  in  sending  the  patient  into 
the  country  during  the  vintage  sea- 
son, to  live  on  fresh  grapes.  Lodg- 
ings are  engaged  in  favorable  situa- 
tions, with  the  understanding  that  the 
individual  is  to  be  furnished  with 
about  three  pounds  of  grapes  daily. 
These  are  taken  from  the  vines  at 
three  meals  ;  the  second  one,  or  din- 
ner, to  be  at  1  o'clock.  No  other 
article  of  diet  is  permitted  except  a 
little  bread.  While  under  this  treat- 
ment the  patient  rises  eaily,  and  goes 
to  bed  at  8  or  9  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing; and  the  cure  is  usually  com- 
pleted in  about  a  njonth. 


TANNIN  IN  UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE. 

There  are  few  practitioners  who 
have  not  felt  the  want  of  some  more 
certain  means  than  we  possess,  of 
arresting  uterine  hemorrhage  or  pro- 
tracted menorrhcea.  It  is  therefore 
worthy  of  notice  that  tannin  has 
been  found  particularly  efficacious  in 
such  cases.  Five  instances  are  re- 
lated by  Dr.  Porta  in  an  Italian  jour- 
nal, (Annali  Universali  di  Medicini,) 
in  which  it  proved  curative  in  a  few 
days,  after  other  remedies  had  failed. 

Dr.  Porta  states  that  these  are 
only  a  few  of  the  numerous  cases  in 
which  ho  has  employed  tlie  tannin 
with  success  ;  and,  during  three 
years,  he  has  only  met  with  two 
cases  in  which  it  failed.  From  the 
repeated  opportunities  he  has  had  of 
ohs('rving  its  action,  Dr.  P.  has 
drawn  the  following  corollaries: — 


1st.  That  this  medicine  acts  in  a 
particular  manner  upon  the  uterus, 
when  that  organ  is  the  seat  of  an 
irritation  which  gives  rise  to  hemor- 
rhage, and  when  this  bleeding  results 
from  chronic  metritis. 

2dly.  Iti  hemorrhage  arising  from 
acute  n)etritis,  it  is  necessary  first  to 
combat  the  inflammation  by  re[)eated 
sanguineous  evacuations,  and  then  to 
have  recourse  lo  the  tannin. 

3dly.  It  has  no  beneficial  effect  in 
those  hemorrhages  which  are  the 
result  of  organic  alteration  of  the 
uterus. 

4thly.  This  remedy  ought  to  be- 
preferred  to  all  others  in  the  treat- 
ment of  uterine  hemorrhage,  not  only 
on  account  of  the  promptitude  with 
which  it  causes  the  syn)ptoms  to  dis- 
appear, but  because  the  dose  neces- 
sary for  this  purpose  is  so  small  as- 
not  to  disagree  with  the  stomach, 
even  of  debilitated  and  irritable- 
persons.    The  dose  is  about  two  grs. 

Disease  of  the  Heart  caused  hyr 
Onanism. — Dr.  Krimer,  of  Aach, 
has  lately  published  an  interesting 
paper  on  this  subject.  Our  own 
experience  has  furtiished  us  with 
several  opportunities  of  seeing  cases 
of  the  kind  he  describes  ;  and,  as 
the  subject  has  not  hitherto  been 
particularly  discussed,  we  shall  give 
the  leading  points  of  his  communica- 
tion. 

Dr.  K.  is  of  opinion  that  diseases 
of  the  heart,  which  have  increased 
so  much  within  the  last  twenty  years, 
do  not  always  depend  upf>n  organic 
alteration,  but  are  very  frequently 
produced  by  the  baneful  and  la- 
mentably frequent  practice  of  the 
vice  of  onanism.  Headachs,  great 
anxiety,  palpitations,  faintness,  an 
oppression  and  unusual  sensibility 
in  the  epigastric  region,  are  the  first 
synjptoms  produced.  They  increase 
in  severity  in  proportion  as  the  sub- 
ject ^ives  way  to  the  gratification  of 
his  unnatmal  propensity,  and  quickly 
diminish,  or  cease  altogether,  if  he 
abandons  it.  To  support  his  opinions, 
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Dr.  K.  states  many  cases.  He  enu- 
merates the  following  symjDtoms  as 
pathognomic  of  such  affections  of 
the  heart  ;  by  an  attention  to  which, 
tlie  practitioner  will  be  enabled  to 
distinguish  the  train  of  symptoms 
from  other  diseases  which  are  not 
unfrequently  suspected. 

1.  The  hair  loses  its  natural  bril- 
liancy, is  remarkably  dry,  and  fre- 
quently splits  at  the  extremities.  It 
falls  off  easily  and  in  large  quantities, 
especially  from  the  fore  part  of  the 
head.  In  persons  affected  with 
consumption,  or  organic  disease  of 
the  heart,  the  hairs  appear  well 
nourished,  and  rarely  fall  off. 

2.  The  eyes  are  dull,  downcast, 
frequently  full  of  tears,  without  ex- 
pression, and  deeply  siinken  in  their 
orbits.  The  edges  of  the  eyelids 
are  reddish,  and  surrounded  by  a 
bluish  tint.  In  phthisical  patients, 
and  those  with  organic  disease  of 
the  heart,  the  eyes  are  brilliant,  and 
always  preserve  their  natural  expres- 
sion and  vivacity.  In  young  females, 
at  the  approach  of  menstruation,  a 
blue  circle  is  commonly  observed 
around  the  eyes,  but  here  also  their 
brilliancy  is  undiminished. 

3.  The  patient  appears  very  timid, 
and  unwilling  to  look  other  people 
iti  the  face. 

4.  Periodical  headach  is  common, 
extending  from  the  occiput  towards 
the  forehead. 

5.  The  power  of  sight  is  diminish- 
ed, the  appetite  is  lost,  and  the  tongue 
is  usually  loaded.  A  slight  cough, 
short  and  difficult  respiration,  are 
generally  present  ;  but  still  the  pa- 
tient can  draw  a  deep  inspiration. 

6.  Pains  ill  the  stomach,  wiih 
weight  and  pressure  in  the  epigastric 
region.  Patients  with  organic  dis- 
eases of  the  heart  have  occasionally 
these  symptoms,  but  in  such  cases 
they  are  not  accom[)anied  by  those 
above  enumerated. 

7.  A  general  feeling  of  lassitude 
and  feebleness  of  the  limbs,  with 
pains  in  the  lower  part  of  the  back. 
We  would  add,  also,  that  pain  and 


throbbing  of  the  testicles,  with  un- 
easy sensations  shooting  up  the  sper- 
matic cord,  are  frequently  complain- 
ed of. 

8.  The  perspiration  has  a  dull  and 
sweetish  odor,  similar  to  that  of  in- 
fants at  the  breast. 

9.  If  the  vice  of  onanism  be  touch- 
ed upon  in  conversation,  the  agita- 
tion and  embarrassment  of  the  pa- 
tient invariably  betray  him. 

10.  If  the  practice  be  continued, 
the  mind  is  at  length  enfeebled,  the 
patient  is  incapable  of  mental  or 
bodily  exertion,  and  sinks  into  a 
state  of  somnolency. — Hufe.  Journ. 

Intestinal  Worms  expelled  hy 
Means  of  Croton  Oil—M.  Balby 
has  found  the  croton  oil  efficacious 
in  cases  of  invermication  ;  one  of 
these  is  as  follows  : — 

 Ginet,  aged  24,  admitted  in- 
to La  Pitie  last  March,  brought  with 
him  a  bottle,  containing  a  long  piece 
of  the  Taenia  vulgaris,  which  had 
been  expelled,  after  much  suffering, 
by  means  of  the  pomegranate.  He 
still  complained  of  oppression  and 
uneasiness  in  the  ileo-coecal  region, 
which  he  attributed  to  the  remains 
of  the  worm.  The  day  after  his  ad-  * 
mission  one  drop  of  croton  oil  was 
administered,  which  was  followed  by 
seven  or  eight  motions,  bringing  with 
them  several  yards  of  tape-worm. 
After  a  respite  of  three  or  four  days, 
another  dose  was  administered,  which 
brought  away  about  two  yards  more. 
The  portion  obtained  this  time  was 
not  so  broad,  and  evidently  one  of 
the  extremities,  in  which,  however, 
the  characters  of  the  head  could  not 
be  perceived. 

On  the  30th  of  March  two  drops 
were  given.  This  was  followed  by 
ten  motions,  with  a  quantity  of  the 
debris  of  the  Taenia,  and  a  large  fe- 
male lumbricus.  Since  this  time 
Ginet  has  experienced  no  inconve- 
nience.— 3Ied.  Gaz. 


Cartilaginous  Bodies  ivithin  the 
Knee-joint. — On  the  8lh  of  Decern- 
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ber  Mr.  Cowan  extracted  two  carti- 
laginous bodies  from  the  knee-joint 
of  a  stout  healthy-looking  young 
man,  a  fixrm  servant.  They  gave 
great  pain,  and  much  impeded  the 
motions  of  the  joint.  The  one  was 
about  the  size  of  a  field  bean,  the 
other  somewhat  smaller.  They  were 
cartilaginous  externally,  but  on  a 
section  being  made,  the  central  part 
appeared  entirely  ossified.  He  had 
two  similar  bodies  extracted  six 
months  previously,  and  immediately 
afterwards  observed  the  present  two. 
Knew  of  no  cause.  When  he  left 
the  hospital,  a  small,  hard,  immova- 
ble tumor,  painful  on  firm  pressure, 
was  observed  at  the  upper  part  of 
the  same  joint, — probably  a  body 
similar  to  those  extracted,  but  adhe- 
rent to  the  synovial  membrane.  The 
incision  healed  easily  by  the  first 
intention. — lb. 


Egyptian  Surgery. — A  medical 
school  of  considerable  promise  has 
been  established  in  Egypt,  and  it 
seems  that  surgery  especially  flou- 
rishes at  Abouzabel.  The  principal 
surgeon,  M.  Clot,  has  tied  the  exter- 
nal iliac,  and  performed  amputation 
of  the  arm  at  the  shoulder-joint,  and 
of  the  lower  limb  at  the  hip  :  the  two 
former  cases  had  proved  extremely 
successful,  and  the  third  was  doing 
well  at  the  end  of  nine  days,  when 
the  account  is  dated.  Fifty  capital 
operations  are  said  to  have  been  per- 
formed, all  with  success  :  among 
them  were  twentj-two  cases  of  li- 
thotomy, and  not  one  of  the  patients 
died,  notwithstanding  that  M.  Clot 
has  tried  all  tlie  difierent  methods  of 
performing  the  operntioii  which  have 
ever  been  described  ! — lb. 


Borax  in  Cutaneous  Diseases. — 
Dr.  Reinhart  states  that  he  has  used 
a  solution  of  borax  (  3ss.  to  an  ounce 
of  water)  with  great  success,  as  a  lo- 
cal application,  in  various  chronic 
cutaneous  diseases.  Pieces  of  linen 
are  to  be  dipped  in  the  solution,  and 
applied  to  the  piut.    A  slight  sense 


of  heat,  and  some  redness  of  skin, 
result  :  if  these  be  considerable,  the 
application  is  to  be  intermitted  for  a 
few  days. — Jour,  der  prakt.  Hcilk. 

LitJiontripier. — Recent  excava- 
tions made  at  Pompeii  have  stripped 
our  times  of  the  honor  of  this  inven- 
tion, for  in  opening  the  dwelling  of 
a  surgeon,' among  the  ruins  of  that 
overwhelmed  city,  the  identical  di- 
lator and  extractor  here  alluded  to, 
was  found  among  a  variety  of  other 
instruments  with  which  that  dwelling 
abounded.  The  Pompeian  extractor 
is  made  of  bronze. —  Weekly  Rev. 

Curioits  Hybrid. — There  is  now 
at  Berlin  an  animal  produced  between 
a  stag  and  a  mare.  The  appearance 
of  the  creature  is  remarkable  :  the 
fore  part  is  that  of  a  horse,  and  the 
hind  part  that  of  a  stag,  but  all  tho 
feet  are  like  those  of  the  latter  ani- 
mal. The  king  has  purchased  this 
hybrid,  and  sent  it  to  the  menagerie 
at  Potsdam. — Lond.  Med.  Phys. 

MctJiod  of  preventing  the  evapora- 
tioJi  of  Spirits. — A  mode  of  pre- 
venting evaporation  very  applicable 
to  anatomical  preparations  is  simply 
to  cover  the  surface  with  a  stratum 
of  oil  of  almonds. — Lond.  Med.  Gaz. 


NOTICES. 

A  Communication  from  Dr.  War- 
ren, of  Wardsborough,  is  received, 
and  will  be  published  in  an  early 
number. 

The  reader  will  please  turn  to  p. 
269  and  erase  the  word  pint  in  the 
note  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  and 
write  quart  in  its  place.  On  page 
300,  Syfred  should  be  Lyford. 


KEPOllT  OP  DEATHS  W  BOSTON, 

The  week  ending  June  19,  at  noon. 

Of  accidental,  1 — consumption,  2 — convul- 
sions, 1— croup,  1 — cramp  in  the  stomach,  1 — 
infaniile,  1 — lung  fever,  I — measles,  1 — old 
age,2~teething,  1 — unknown,!.  iVlales,  8 — 
females,  5.    Stillborn,  2.    Total,  15. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


CARTER  &  HENDEE 

HAVE  just  received  LIZARDS  ANA- 
TOMICAL PLATES,  in  12  Nos., 
cold  and  letter  press. 

Barton's  North  American  Flora,  3  vols. 

do.      Medical  Boianj,  2  vols. 
Bonaparte's  Ornithology,  3  vols. 
A  System  of  Human  Anatomy  ;  trans- 
lated from  the  4th  Edition  of  the  French 
of  H.  Cloquet,  M.D.    By  Robert  Knox, 
M.D.  F.R.S.E. 


TURNER'S  CHEMISTRY,— NEW 
EDITION. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
TER HENDEE,— Elements  of 
Chemistry,  including-  recent  Discoveries 
and  Doctrines  of  the  Science.  By  Ed- 
ward Turner,  M.D.  P\R.S.E.  Second 
American  Edition. 


MANUEL  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHESCOPE. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  recently 
published, — A  short  Treatise  on  the 
different  Methods  of  investigating  Dis- 
eases of  the  Chest.  Translated  from  the 
French  of  M.  Collins,  by  W.  N.  Ryland, 
M.D.  From  the  third  London  Edition, 
Tvilh  Plates,  and  an  Explanatory  Intro- 
duction, by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  feociety. 

In  preparing^  for  the  American  press  the 
English  translation  of  the  well  known  and 
highly  useful  work  of  M.  Collins,  which 
translation  has  passed  through  three  edi- 
tions in  England,  the  Editor  thinks  he  can 
render  it  more  acceptable  by  dispensings 
with  the  various  prefaces  and  introducto- 
ry remarks  which  encumber  the  last  edi- 
tion, and  by  substituting  in  their  place  an 
entirely  new  introduction,  which  is  in- 
tended to  embrace  the  amount  of  all  that 
is  important  in  the  prefaces  alluded  to, 
as  well  as  that  which  is  contained  in  va- 
rious abstracts  and  reviews  which  have 
app<!ared  of  treatises  upon  the  different 
methods  of  investigating  thoracic  diseases, 
and  in  some  other  works  which  are  not 
g^enerally  before  the  profession  in  this 
country. 

C.  &  H.  keep  constantly  for  sale  Ste- 
thescopes  of  the  most  approved  form. 


FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

COTTONS  &  BARNARD,  184  Wash 
ington  Street,  have  for  sale,  the  fol- 
lowing- Water  Colors,  of  an  excellent 
quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  Lamber- 
tye,  (France,)  viz :  Bistre,  Raw  Cassel, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  Pink, 
Seppia,  Violet  Lake,  Carmined  Lake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prussian  Blue,  Mineral 
Blue,  Indigo,  Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, Gamboge,  Yellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  Italian Eqrth, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth, 
Crocus  Martial,  Green  Lake,  Sanders 
Green,  Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prus- 
sian Green,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red, 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
Flake  White. 

Also — a  great  variety  of  Newman's,  Ac- 
kerman's,  Reeves's  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boxes  and  separate  cakes. 

DENTAL  SURGERY. 

THIS  day  received  by  CARTER  &: 
HENDEE,  No.  135,  Washington 
Street,— A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GERY.   In  three  parts. 

1.  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Dental 
Surgery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Dentist.  Denticum  curam  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
dentibus  laxantur  et  chylaceos  officinae  ; 
hinc  mille  malorum  occasioncs. — Baglivi 
XIII.  March  17. 

ep6w 

LONDON  STATIONARY,  &c. 

JUST  received  by  COTTONS  &  BAR- 
NAKD,  184  Washington  Street, 
Crown  and  Double  Crown  Tissue  Paper, 
large  thin  Bath  Letter  Paper  ;  Billet  Pa- 
per, Demy  and  Royal  Bristol  Board,  do. 
do.  London  Board,  Newman's  Carmine, 
Music  Paper. 

A COPY  of  Bloomfield's  Critical  Digest 
of  Sacred  Annotation  on  the  Gos- 
pels, 3  vols.  8vo.  "  The  most  learned 
Commentary  in  the  English  language." 
For  sale  by  COTTONS  Si  BARNARD, 
184  Washington  Street. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  ofFranklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollarH  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  theyear.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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ARTIFICIAL  URETHRA. 

Operations  for  Artificial  Urethra^ 
performed  at  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital^  and  reported 
for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

Case  1st, 
Nov.  13,  1828.— Martin  Diede- 
rick,  a  Swede  by  birth,  of  large 
muscular  frame  and  firm  constitu- 
tion, about  twenty  years  ago  had 
a  gonorrhoea.  Two  years  after,  he 
began  to  have  difficulty  in  passing 
urine,  which  has  continued  increas- 
ing ever  since.  Applied  at  the 
Hospital  in  August  last,  at  which 
time  the  urine  flowed  guttatim  from 
the  urethra  and  from  a  fistulous 
opening  in  the  scrotum.  A  bougie 
of  the  smallest  size  could  not  be 
passed.  Began  the  use  of  caustic 
bougies,  and  at  the  end  of  a  month 
the  urine  all  passed  by  the  urethra, 
and  the  opening  in  the  scrotum 
closed  ; — was  discharged  Sept.  26, 
and  directed  to  continue  the  use  of 
the  bougies,  and  also  the  following: 

R.  Tr.  Hydrarg.  Oxymur.  gtt.  xxx. 
Spt.  ^th.  Nitros.  gtt.    xv.  M. 
ter  in  die. 

and,  if  not  relieved,  to  return  in 
about  three  months. 

Has  gained  about  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  by  the  use  of  the  caustic,  the 
bougie  now  passing  four  and  a  half 
inches  ;  urine  passes  more  freely 
21 


through  the  urethra  than  formerly; 
general  health  quite  poor;  appetite 
small  ;  has  daily  and  very  severe 
chills  and  rigors  ;  flesh  sufficiently 
good,  but  muscular  strength  much 
diminished.  Was  directed  the 
Sulphate  of  Quinine,  to  which  the 
chills  and  rigors  gave  way  in  a  few 
days. 

Dec.  29. — Has  continued  com- 
fortable, occasionally  endeavoring 
to  pass  a  bougie,  which  invariably 
causes  inflammation  about  the  bulb 
of  the  urethra,  and  increased  diffi- 
culty in  passing  the  urine.  Now 
has  strong  symptoms  of  approaching 
fever,  for  which  he  was  bled,  vo- 
mited and  purged. 

Jan.  7. — Health  much  improved, 
and  is  now  judged  to  be  sufficiently 
good  to  enable  him  to  undergo  an 
operation.  Warm  bath  to-day. 
Let  him  have,  three  times  a  day, 
the  folio  wins  : — 

Wine,  3  ij.  in  Decoc.  Cascarillae,  3  ij. 

9.  — Active  cathartic  to-day. 
Shave  perineum. 

10.  — Cathartic  not  having  ope- 
rated, an  active  enema  was  admi- 
nistered at  11,  A.M.,  which  ope- 
rated before  noon. 

Operation.— The  patient  was 
placed  upon  the  table,  and  bound 
as  for  the  operation  of  lithotomy  ; 
a  grooved  staff*  was  passed  into  the 
urethra  down  to  the  stricture  ;  a 
triangular  flap  was  then  dissected 
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from  the  perineum,  beginning  just 
behind  the  scrotum  and  extending 
towards  the  anus,  where  the  base 
was  about  an  inch  in  breadth.  Dr. 
Warren  then  cut  down  upon  the 
staff  through  the  bulb  of  the  ure- 
thra ;  he  then  attempted  to  seek 
out  the  natural  passage  by  means 
of  a  probe,  and  having  spent  some 
time  without  success,  he  took  a 
probe-pointed  bistoury,  and  thrust 
it  onward  in  the  course  of  the  ure- 
thra towards  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der, it  being  guided  by  the  finger 
passed  into  the  rectuQi,  and  thus 
prevented  from  piercing  its  coats. 
The  bistoury  was  successfully  di- 
rected and  passed  into  the  bladder, 
and  the  pa>sage  was  enlarged  as 
the  instrument  was  withdrawn, 
urine  following  it.  A  small  silver 
catheter  was  then  passed  into  the 
bladder,  as  was  certified  by  a  co- 
pious flow  of  urine  through  it,  and 
was  there  confined  by  a  ligature 
passed  through  its  wings  and  under 
a  bandage  secured  around  the  penis. 
The  hemorrhage  was  slow,  but,  on 
account  of  the  length  of  the  opera- 
tion, was  considerable.  Two  small 
arteries  were  tied  and  the  patient 
put  to  bed. 

R.  Tr.  Opii,  git.  Ix.  stalim. 

Two  hours  after,  the  hemor- 
rhage having  ceased,  the  wound 
was  closed  by  suture  and  adhesive 
plaster,  and  the  whole  secured  by 
a  compress  and  T  bandage.  Soon 
after  dressing,  the  patient  had  se- 
vere chills  and  rigors, — was  order- 
ed warm  wine  and  water  and  a 
heater  to  the  feet, — soon  got  relief, 
and  shortly  after  fell  asleep. 

Jan.  11. — Slept  comfortably 
during  the  night  ;  says  he  feels  bet- 
ter than  for  a  week  before  the  ope- 
ration. Pulse  120;  two  dejections 
this  morning ;  water  runs  freely 
from  the  catheter.   Peuis^and  parts 


about  to  be  kept  moist  with  hog's 
lard. 

12.  — Yesterday  complained  of 
pain  in  the  bowels  across  the  um- 
bilicus. Hot  fomentations  to  the 
abdomen  half  an  hour. 

R.  Spt.  Mth.  Nitros.  gtt.  xxx. 
Tr.  Opii,  gtt.  XX.  M. 

every  two  hours,  till  bowels  be  re- 
lieved. This  morning  pain  in  the 
bowels  continues,  but  less  severe  ; 
slept  well  in  the  night ;  two  dejec- 
tions this  morning  ;  pulse  9G,  more 
full  ;  tongue  somewhat  coated  ; 
some  appetite. 

R.  Spt.  Mth.  Nitros.  gtt.  xx. 
Tr.  Opii,  gtt.  v.  M. 

every  four  hours. 

R.  Pil.  Hydrarg.  Submur.  Comp, 

every  night. 

13.  — Yesterday  much  pain  in 
the  hypogastrium,  with  a  sensation 
as  If  the  catheter  were  passing  the 
bladder.  Catheter  was  withdrawn 
about  three-fourths  of  an  inch,  with 
entire  relief  to  pain.  Pulse  90. 
Wound  dressed  ;  union  has  taken 
place  in  some  parts  ;  urine  passes 
freely  through  the  catheter,  and 
through  the  wound  when  the  stop- 
per is  in  the  catheter.  Complains 
of  numbness  in  the  thighs  and  legs  ; 
let  them  be  rubbed  with  warm 
spirit  and  vinegar,  equal  parts, 
night  and  morning.  Omit  drops, 
unless  pain  require  them. 

1 5. — Pulse  80  ;  tongue  more 
clean;  appetite  increased;  ligatures 
and  sutures  have  come  away,  leav- 
ing the  wound  about  half  united  ; 
suppuration  free.  A  large  cathe- 
ter introduced. 

17. — Pulse  natural;  tongue  near- 
ly clean  ;  some  internal  pain  in  the 
abdomen  ;  costive  ;  very  little  urine 
through  the  wound.  Catheter  w  ith- 
drawn,  and  a  large  flexible  metal- 
lic one  introduced  without  dilficul- 
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ty.  Somewhat  annoyed  by  cough. 
VVas  ordered  a  cathartic  and  cough 
mixture.  Diet,  shells  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  milk  porridge  or  broth  at  din- 
ner ;  tea  at  night. 

20. — Much  more  comfortable  ; 
gains  appetite  ;  sleep  sufficient. 

22. — Cough  gone  ;  very  little 
pain,  and  is  annoyed  only  by  weight 
of  the  catheter.  Omit  cough  mix- 
ture. 

25. — Mouth  and  gums  sore  ; 
mercurial  foetor.  Catheter  to  be 
w^ithdrawn  and  cleaned.    Omit  pill. 

27. — Wound  looks  well  ;  no 
urine  passes  through  it ;  gets  up  to 
have  the  bed  made  without  difficul- 
ty ;  much  annoyed  by  sore  mouth  ; 
takes  but  little  food. 

Feb.  4. — Tbis  morning  the  me- 
tallic catheter  was  removed,  and  a 
gum  elastic  one  substituted  ;  urine 
did  not  tlovv  readily  through  this, 
and  burst  out  through  the  wound  ; 
this  was  withdrawn  and  the  metal- 
lic one  replaced. 

8. — Doing  well  ;  no  urine  from 
the  wound. 

12. — Catheter  removed.  About 
an  hour  after,  the  patient  was  in 
great  pain,  with  a  sensation  of 
great  distension  of  bladder,  but 
could  pass  no  water  ;  none,  howe- 
ver, came  through  the  wound. 
The  catheter  was  introduced  again 
with  relief,  though  with  some  diffi- 
culty, as  the  orifice  of  the  urethra 
had  become  contracted  and  the 
parts  about  swollen  ;  also  some  ob- 
struction was  met  with  at  the 
wound. 

15. — A  very  small  portion  of  the 
wound  remains  unclosed  ;  no  urine 
passes  through  it,  though  a  probe 
passed  into  it  strikes  the  catheter. 
Touch  the  wound  with  Argent. 
Nitrat.  daily.  Catheter  was  again 
removed  for  an  hour  ;  some  symp- 
toms occurred  as  before,  but  with 
ess  severity. 


28. — Complains  of  soreness  and 
stiffness  across  the  perineum ;  wound 
quite  healed  ;  catheter  removed  ; 
to  be  passed  daily. 

March  18. — Gains  strength  ; 
gets  up  and  walks  by  the  aid  of 
crutches  without  complaint,  ex- 
cept a  pain  running  down  the  inside 
of  the  thighs,  and  stiffiiess  of  the 
knees  ;  for  which  frictions  with 
volatile  liniment  were  used. 

April  29. — Discharged  well. 

Case  2d. 

April  23,  1829.— Mr.  Patrick 
Bryan,  aet.  26,  about  seven  years 
ago,  was  exposed  to  venereal  infec- 
tion, as  he  supposed,  and  from  an 
apprehension  of  evil  consequences 
was  induced  lo  employ  stimulating 
injections,  hoping  by  such  anticipa- 
tion to  avoid  injury.  After  using 
such  remedies  for  some  time,  he 
thought  it  safe  to  lay  them  aside  ; 
from  that  time  he  was  well  till 
four  years  since,  when  he  began  to 
feel  some  uneasiness  in  the  urinary 
organs, — sometimes  a  smarting  at 
the  end  or  near  the  end  of  the  pe- 
nis; sometimes  under  the  symphysis 
pubis,  and  in  the  bladder.  Soon 
observed  that  he  passed  his  urine 
oftener  and  by  a  smaller  stream 
than  usual.  He  noticed  that  the 
stream  gradually  diminished  in 
size,  that  the  pain  at  the  end  of 
the  penis  increased,  and  that  he 
could  not  always  void  urine  when 
he  felt  an  inclination.  He  went  on 
with  more  or  less  inconvenience  in 
these  parts  till  last  winter,  when 
he  had  a  gonorrhoea.  This  he  was 
cured  of,  by  employing  injections^ 
in  about  a  month.  Three  weeks 
after  he  thought  himself  well  of 
the  gonorrhoeal  infect  on,  he  had 
great  heat,  pain  and  soreness  in  the 
perineum  ;  pain  was  increased  by 
the  pnsssge  of  the  water;  the  parts 
thickened    and    ulceration  took 
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place,  making  two  openings  com- 
municating with  the  urethra, 
through  which  openings  the  water 
constantly  passes.  There  is  now 
considerable  inflammation  in  the 
perineum  ;  the  prostate,  on  exami- 
nation per  rectum,  is  found  some- 
what enlarged  and  indurated.  At- 
tempts have  been  made  to  reach 
the  bladder  with  a  catheter,  but 
without  success.  The  pain  pro- 
duced in  these  attempts  is  almost 
excruciating  when  the  instrument 
reaches  to  about  opposite  the  fis- 
tulae.  General  health  good;  habits 
temperate. 

24. — Attempted  again  to  pass  a 
catheter  into  the  bladder,  but  did 
not  succeed. 

R.  Solut.  Mag.  sulph.  3  iv. 
Vesp.  Balneum  Tepid,  et  repetetur 
in  dies. 

27. — Some  want  of  success  in 
the  use  of  the  catheter  as  before. 
Perineum  much  inflamed. 
R.  Pulv.  Jalapae, 

Hyd.  Submur.  aa  gr.  x.  M. 

Appl.  Perineo  Hiriid.  No.  xx. 

29. — Stream  of  water  better 
than  when  he  entered  the  house  ; 
inflammation  in  the  perineum  great- 
ly subsided  ;  catheter  cannot  be 
passed  into  the  bladder,  but  goes 
quite  to  its  neck. 

R.  Solut.  Mag.  Sulph.  3iv. 

Vegetable  diet. 

May  7. — Consultation  of  sur- 
geons to  day.  The  case  was  care- 
fully examined  and  an  operation 
advised. 

10. — Patient  chooses  to  submit 
to  the  operation,  since  that  all 
attempts  to  get  into  the  bladder 
have  proved  abortive. 

13.  — 

Sum.  Solut.  Mag.  Sulph.  3iv. 

14.  — Operation  at  11,  A.M.,  by 
Dr.  Warren.— The  patient  was 


placed  upon  the  table  and  the  hands 
and  feet  secured,  as  for  the  opera- 
tion of  lithotomy.  The  perineum 
having  been  shaved,  the  first  inci- 
sion was  made  near  the  posterior 
part  of  the  scrotum,  and  perpendi- 
cular to  the  raphe.  This  was  an 
inch  and  a  half  in  length,  from  the 
extremities  of  which  two  other  in- 
cisions were  made,  extending  to- 
ward the  tuberosity  of  the  ischia  ; 
the  skin  and  cellular  substance 
were  then  dissected  up,  forming  a 
flap  which  contained  the  two  fistu- 
lous openings. 

The  next  step  in  the  operation 
was  to  cut  for  the  staff,  which  had 
been  before  passed  into  the  urethra 
as  far  as  the  stricture.  This  was 
accomplished  by  making  an  incision 
through  the  membranous  part  of 
the  urethra.  Through  this  a  probe 
was  passed,  coming  in  contact  with 
the  staff* ;  the  latter  was  then  re- 
moved, and  after  a  few  minutes 
spent  in  varying  the  directions  of 
the  instrument  to  trace  out  the  na- 
tural course,  the  probe  passed  into 
the  bladder,  and  urine  passed  in  a 
small  quantity  by  its  side.  The 
urethra  was  tortuous  and  almost 
obliterated  near  the  neck  of  the 
bladder.  A  director  was  now  car- 
ried into  the  passage  by  the  side  of 
the  probe,  but  could  not  enter  the 
bladder  till  the  probe  was  removed, 
nor  then  without  much  difficulty. 
The  operator  now  passed  in  upon 
the  director  a  probe-pointed  bistou- 
ry, and  succeeded  in  dividing  the 
stricture,  after  which  a  silver  ca- 
theter of  good  size  was  passed  into 
the  bladder  and  secured  there. 
The  flap  was  now  secured  by  three 
sutures,  dressings  applied,  and  the 
patient  removed  to  the  ward.  In 
a  short  time  after  this,  there  was 
very  copious  hemorrhage  from  the 
wound,  but  it  was  checked  by  cold 
applications  ; — very  little  bleeding 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


32S 


during  the  operation.  In  the  even- 
ing fresh  dressings  were  applied. 

15.  — Did  not  sleep  much  last 
night.  Pulse  92  ;  tongue  slightly 
coated  ;  no  tension  of  the  abdo- 
men ;  no  swelling  of  the  scrotum  ; 
has  had  no  hemorrhage  since 
yesterday.  Have  no  meat  nor 
bread. 

R.  Sol.  Mag.  Sulph.  3iv.  et  rep.  in 
hor.  4ta  si  opus  sit. 

16.  — Has  been  very  comforta- 
ble ;  slept  some  yesterday  and 
last  night  ;  no  hemorrhage  ;  no 
constitutional  sympathy  ;  water 
passes  by  the  wound  and  by  the 
side  of  the  catheter. 

17.  — Last  evening  water  pass- 
ed through  the  catheter  for  the 
first  time,  but  not  very  freely. 

18.  — Catheter  removed,  clean- 
ed, and  replaced  without  difficul- 
ty. Sutures  removed  yesterday. 
Wound  healing  rapidly. 

23. — Less  urine  by  the  wound 
daily.  Appetite  good  ;  no  pain  ; 
sleeps  well  ;  slight  excoriation  of 
the  scrotum  produced  by  the  wa- 
ter. Besmear  the  parts  with 
simple  cerate  daily. 

27.  — Wound  in  the  perineum  is 
quite  closed;  catheter  is  removed 
and  replaced  without  difficulty  ; 
cellular  membrane  of  the  scrotum 
over  the  right  testis  considerably 
inflamed,  and  productive  of  much 
uneasiness. 

Scrotum   cum.   Decoc.  Artemis. 
Absinth,  foveatur. 

28.  — 

Appl.  Scrot.  Hirud.  No.  vi.  Pos- 
tea  foment. 

June  2. — Inflammation  conti- 
nues; no  water  now  by  the  wound; 
catheter  left  out  for  three  hours, 
then  replaced  easily.  Repeat 
leeches. 


6. — Warm  bath,  afterwards 
poultice  to  the  scrotum. 

R.  Sol.  Mag.  Sulph.  3  "v. 

8. — Appetite  not  so  good  as  it 
has  been  ;  suppuration  is  going  on 
in  the  scrotum;  mucous  discharge 
from  the  catheter,  though  he  com- 
plains of  no  pain  in  the  bladder. 

R.  Spt.  iEth.  Nitrosi,  3  i. 

Tr.  Opii,   3i.     M.   sum.  3i. 
quaq.  hor.  4ta. 

Continue  poultice  to  the  scrotum. 

10.— Catheter  left  out  eight 
hours  ;  passes  water  well,  and  has 
perfect  control  of  the  discharges; 
catheter  replaced  without  diffi- 
culty. 

12. — Abscess  is  formed  ;  fluc- 
tuation of  matter  distinct  ;  no  mu- 
cous discharge  now  from  the  blad- 
der ;  appetite  returned.  Conti- 
nue poultice. 

14. — Abscess  opened  ;  dis- 
charged freely.  Catheter  is  left 
out  for  some  hours  daily. 

17. — Abscess  in  the  scrotum 
healing  fast.  Catheter  is  now 
removed  in  the  morning.  Patient 
walks  about  anywhere,  passes  his 
water  with  ease,  and  in  all  res- 
pects seems  about  ready  for  dis- 
charge. 


n. 

Communicated  for  the  Medic&l  and  Surgical 
Journal. 

PURPURA  HEMORRHAGICA. 

A  Case  of  Purpura  J  or  as  it  is  call- 
ed by  Dr.  Good,  Porphyra  He- 
morrhagica, or  Land  Scurvy, 
successfully  treated. 

By   John  P.   Warren,   M.D.  of 
Wardsborough,  Vermont. 

It  is  not,  I  am  aware,  from  the 
unfrequent  occurrence  of  insulat- 
ed cases  of  a  disease,  that  we 
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should,  on  common  occasions,  at- 
tempt to  illustrate  new  principles 
in  its  pathology,  or  establish  facts 
of  general  application  in  regard  to 
its  treatment.  This  is  not  de- 
signed in  the  present  instance. 
My  object  is  simply  to  present  a 
statenjent  of  facts  in  the  follow- 
ing imperfect  report  of  an  inter- 
esting case  of  Porphyra  Hcemor- 
rhagica.  The  curious  and  striking 
phenomena  which  the  case  pre- 
sented, rendered  it  one  of  intense 
interest  to  me,  and  it  did  not,  of 
course,  fail  to  make  a  strong  and 
deep  impression. 

On  Monday  evening,  the  3d  of 
last  November,  I  was  requested 
to  visit  Hollis  Tovvne,  aged  twen- 
ty one  years,  a  laborer,  of  tempe- 
rate habits  and  good  constitution. 
He  informed  me  that  on  the  Sat- 
urday preceding,  while  walking  at 
night,  he  accidentally  slipped  and 
fell  to  the  ground,  which  jarred 
him  very  considerably,  but  from 
the  effects  of  which,  he  felt  no 
material  inconvenience,  and  next 
day  (Sunday)  rode  from  home  on 
horseback,  a  distance  of  fourteen 
miles,  in  the  enjoyment  of  aj)pa- 
renlly  perfect  health.  Within  an 
hour  or  two  after  performing  this 
journey,  without  any  of  the  ordi- 
nary i^'ccursive  symptoms  of  in- 
disposition, he  was  attacked  with 
haemorrhage  from  the  nose.  Dur- 
ing the  night  and  a  part  of  the  sub- 
secjuent  day  it  was  profuse,  but  at 
this  time,  hnd,  in  some  measure, 
abated.  Cold  water  applied  to 
the  head,  and  numerous  astringents 
in  popular  esteem  snuffed  up  the 
nostrils,  had  been  perseveringly 
tried,  and  with  only  temporary  be- 
nefit. Early  on  the  morning  of 
the  4th  his  attention  was  drawn 
to  a  singular  sensation  in  his  mouth, 
an  inspectioft  of  \vhich,  to  his  sur- 
prise, discovered  numerous  dark 


spots  resembling  portions  of  coag- 
ulated blood.  From  these,  blood 
was  continually  oozing. 

On  examination  of  my  patient, 
I  found  the  appearances  corres- 
ponding with  his  description  of 
them.  The  inner  surface  of  the 
cheeks,  lips,  the  gums  and  tongue, 
were  studded  with  spots  resem- 
bling blood-blisters,  most  of  which 
had  ruptured,  and  around  which, 
as  to  nuclei,  coagula  had  formed. 
Every  part  of  the  body,  not  even 
excepting  the  face  and  hands,  was 
sprinkled  over  with  purpurous 
spots.  They  were  vesicular,  va- 
rying in  size,  some  being  of  the 
bigness  of  a  split  pea,  others  no 
larger  than  a  pin's  head,  distinct, 
and  containing  black  blood.  I  did 
not  detect  any  upon  the  hairy 
scalp.  They  resembled  precise- 
ly the  inky  petechias  which  I  once 
noticed  in  an  exhausted  state  of  a 
patient  from  measles.  On  the 
arms  and  lower  extremities, 
patches  of  the  skin  appeared  ana- 
logous to  parts  from  the  effects  of 
a  bruise,  or,  not  unlike  examples 
of  Porphyra  Senilis,  occurring  on 
the  hands  and  forearms  of  elderly 
people.  In  addition  to  these 
symptoms  there  was  pretty  pro- 
fuse Hsematuria  ;  the  urine  depo- 
sited, on  standing,  a  nearly  equal 
proportion  of  blood.  The  patient 
estimated  the  quantity  of  blood 
lost  at  about  four  pounds,  but  this 
could  not  be  exactly  determined. 
The  appetite  was  but  little  im- 
paired, and  the  bowels  were  re- 
gular, lie  complained  of  head- 
ach  over  the  orbits,  and  his  face, 
notwithstanding  the  loss  of  so  much 
blood,  was  flushed.  Pulse  fever- 
ish, full,  but  without  hardness. 
Tongue  moist  and  but  slightly  fur- 
red. There  was  an  i?xpression  of 
anxiety  in  his  countenance. 

Rejecting  on  all  the  circum- 
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stances  of  this,  to  me  at  least,  novel 
and  interesting  case,  I  was  embar- 
rassed to  determine  what  were 
the  leading  indications.  A  ques- 
tion arose  whether  the  haemor- 
rhage in  the  present  instance  was 
occasioned  by  the  violence  of  the 
fall,  or  whether  it  was  indeed 
spontaneous  ;  whether  it  was  in 
fact  an  entonic  or  atonic  haemor- 
rhage. Had  it  been  the  result  of 
the  shock  from  the  fall,  it  would, 
doubtless,  immediately  have  su- 
pervened, and  by  the  use  of  ap- 
propriate remedies,  would  soon 
have  ceased.  If  w^e  admit  the 
existence  of  a  rupture  of  vessels 
merely,  which  in  spontaneous  hae- 
morrhage has  not,  we  think,  been 
proved,  how  shall  we  account  for 
those  extravasations  of  blood  in 
the  dermoid  and  mucous  mem- 
branes ?  Those  appearances  can- 
not perhaps  be  reconciled  in  any 
other  way  than  by  supposing  that 
a  general  disease  of  the  exhalants 
existed,  and  that  the  haemorrhage 
was  induced  by  anastomosis,  or 
dilatation  of  the  mouths  of  the  ves- 
sels, as  is  maintained  by  Bichat 
and  others.  The  absence  of 
symptoms  indicative  of  entonic  ac- 
tion, or  of  inflammation  of  visceral 
organs,  and  the  hue  of  the  blood, 
did  not  at  first  view  authorize  the 
employment  of  farther  depletion. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  irritated 
full  pulse,  headach,  flushed  face, 
the  haemorrhage  not  profuse,  to- 
gether with  the  comparative  in- 
efficiency of  the  means  employed 
to  check  it,  determined  me  to 
adopt  the  antiphlogistic  plan  of 
treatment.  Accordingly,  I  took 
twenty  ounces  of  blood  from  a 
lar^e  orifice.  Slight  faintness 
was  induced.  The  blood  exhibit- 
ed a  thin  buffy  coat.  The  hae- 
morrhage entirely  ceased  for  a 
few  hours.    Refrigerants  to  the 


head  and  astringents  to  the  nose 
and  mouth,  the  principal  of  which 
were  a  saturated  solution  of  alum 
in  water,  sulphate  of  zinc,  borax 
and  infusion  of  marsh  rosemary, 
were,  in  the  meantime,  unremit- 
tingly applied.  A  low  diet  was 
enjoined.  On  Tuesday  morning, 
the  5th,  the  symptoms  of  excite- 
ment had,  measurably,  subsided. 
The  haemorrhage  recurred,  though 
less  profusely  than  on  the  preced- 
ing day.  The  number  of  purpu- 
rous  spots  upon  the  skin  had  di- 
minished. The  gums  and  interior 
of  the  mouth  presented  much  the 
same  dark,  bleeding,  fungous  ap- 
pearances as  before.  On  the  6th 
was  visited  again  ;  the  above  men- 
tioned symptoms  continuing,  was 
bled  to  twelve  ounces.  Some 
aperients  were  administered,  to- 
gether with  the  use  of  gargles. 
The  haemorrhage  now  ceased  en- 
tirely, the  mouth  and  surface 
cleared  up,  and  the  patient  was 
gradually  restored  to  health. 

The  occurrence  of  cases  of  the 
species  of  Porphyra  in  question  is, 
it  is  believed,  extremely  rare  in 
warmer  latitudes,  and  in  the 
crowded  cities  of  Europe  ;  and  in 
this  country  especially,  amongst 
the  hardy  yeomanry  of  Vermont, 

the  bone  and  muscle"  of  our 
nation,  it  is  presumed  to  be  with-  ^ 
out  parallel. 

The  young  man,  the  subject  of 
this  memoir,  had  previously  enjoy- 
ed uninterrupted  health,  with  the 
comforts  of  life.  Hence  the  ob- 
scurity of  the  pathology  of  the 
disease.  The  real  pathology  of 
the  genus  Porphyra  is  conceded  to 
be  congestion  of  the  liver  or  adja- 
cent viscera  ;  and  dissection,  says 
Dr.  Plumbe,  has  proved  this  to  be 
no  uncommon  cause  of  the  disease. 
The  treatment  of  Porphyra  Hce- 
morrhagica  by  venesection  is  no 
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new  treatment.  Dr.  Parry  of 
Bath,  (Eng.)  cured  two  patients 
speedily  by  two  bleedings  from 
the  arm ;  and  the  distinguished 
Editor  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
Review,  states  that  during  the 
last  year,  a  man  in  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  under  the  care 
of  Dr.  Latham,  was  cured  by 
*'  one  bleeding  and  a  few  doses  of 
aperient  medicine  containing  ca- 
lomel." Drs.  Batemanand  Good 
accord  in  recommending  the  same 
plan,  for,"  says  the  former,  if 
marks  of  febrile  irritation  are 
considerable,  and  the  spontaneous 
haemorrhage  not  profuse,  local 
and  general  bloodletting  may, 
doubtless,  be  employed  with  great 
benefit." 


III. 

MEDICAL  MEMORANDA. 

^Bnatomical  Dissection. 

The  following  memorandum  was 
written  by  the  late  Major  Cart- 
wright,  of  London,  and  found 
among  his  papers  about  a  fortnight 
after  his  death.  It  shows  an  ar- 
dent and  disinterested  zeal  for 
the  welfare  of  mankind,  which  is 
highly  honorable,  and  forms  a 
strong  contrast  with  the  grovelling 
ideas  on  this  subject  displayed  by 
some  modern  legislators. 

"  The  importance  to  society  of 
medical  knowledge  is  obvious. 
Medical  knowledge  must  be  found- 
ed on  anatomical  knowledge;  and, 
in  proportion  as  physicians  and 
surgeons  are  skilled  in  anatomy, 
will  be  their  usefulness.  That 
all  students  in  surgery  should 
practically  study  anatomy  is  doubt- 
less necessary,  since  the  mere 
theory  to  be  learned  from  books 
cannot  qualify  a  surgeon  to  per- 
form difficult  and  delicate  opera- 


tions ;  nor  can  those  who  study 
medicine  expect  to  improve  their 
science  unless  they  shall  add  to 
books  a  practical  study  of  anatomy. 

Reflecting  on  the  foregoing 
considerations,  and  also  recollect- 
ing that  the  separation  of  the  at- 
oms of  our  bodies  by  worms  is 
unavoidable,  it  seems  desirable, 
for  the  benefit  of  society,  that 
they  should  previously  be  dissect- 
ed by  the  teachers  of  medicine 
and  surgery. 

It  is  therefore  my  wish,  that, 
very  soon  after  my  decease,  my 
corpse  may  be  committed  to  the 
care  of  my  friend,  Dr.  Harrison, 
(if  at  that  time  in  London),  or  to 
Mr.  Cline,  or  to  the  last  attending 
physician,  to  be  removed  to  Sur- 
geons' Hall  for  dissection,  in  a 
regular  lecture,  and  then  imme- 
diately deposited  in  its  coffin, 
ready  for  being  conveyed  to  the 
place  of  interment.  But  all  this, 
relative  to  dissection,  to  be  on 
condition  of  Dr.  Harrison,  Mr. 
Cline,  or  such  last  attending  phy- 
sician, engaging  for  the  punctual 
observance  of  what  I  wish  to  be 
done,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
my  executors,  on  whose  consent 
the  whole  must  depend.  My  own 
wish  is  simply  that  my  body,  after 
death  and  before  its  decomposi- 
tion, may  be  instrumental  in  pro- 
moting the  good  of  mankind." 


The  Oath  of  Hippocrates. 

I  SWEAR  by  Apollo  the  Physician, 
by  JEsculapius,  by  Hygicea,  and 
Panacea^*  and  by  all  the  Gods  and 
Goddesses,  that,  to  the  best  of  my 
power  and  judgment,  I  will  faith- 
fully observe  this  oath  and  obliga- 

*  The  daiighlers  of  ^sculapius,  and 
esteemed  Goddcsises  of  Health. 
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tion.  The  master  that  has  in- 
structed me  in  the  art,  I  will  es- 
teem as  my  parents,  and  supply, 
as  occasion  may  require,  with  the 
comforts  and  necessaries  of  life. 
His  children  I  will  regard  as  my 
own  brothers  ;  and,  if  they  desire 
to  learn,  I  will  instruct  them  in 
the  same  art  without  any  reward 
or  obligation.  The  precepts,  the 
explanations,  and  whatever  else 
belongs  to  the  art,  I  will  commu- 
nicate to  my  own  children,  to  the 
children  of  my  master,  to  such 
other  pupils  as  have  subscribed 
the  Physician'' s  Oath,  and  to  no 
other  persons.  My  patients  shall 
be  treated  by  me,  to  the  best  of 
my  power  and  judgment,  in  the 
most  salutary  manner,  without  any 
injury  or  violence  ;  neither  will  I 
be  prevailed  upon  by  another  to 
administer  pernicious  physic,  or 
be  the  author  of  such  advice  my- 
self;  nor  will  I  recommend  to 
women  a  pessary  to  procure  abor- 
tion, but  will  live  and  practise 
chastely  and  religiously.  Cutting 
for  the  stone  I  will  not  meddle 
with,  but  will  leave  it  to  the  ope- 
rators in  that  way.  Whatever 
house  I  am  sent  for  to,  I  will  al- 
ways make  the  patient's  good  my 
principal  aim,  avoiding  as  much 
as  possible  all  voluntary  injury 
and  corruption,  especially  all  ve- 
nereal matters,  whether  among 
women  or  men,  bond  or  free. 
And  whatever  I  see  or  hear  in 
the  course  of  a  cure,  or  other- 
wise, relating  to  the  affairs  of 
life,  nobody  shall  ever  know  it,  if 
it  ought  to  remain  a  secret.  May 
I  be  prosperous  in  life  and  busi- 
ness, and  forever  honored  and  es- 
teemed by  all  men,  as  I  observe, 
and  not  confound,  this  solemn  oath; 
and  may  the  reverse  of  all  this  be 
my  portion,  if  I  violate  it  and  for- 
swear myself. 


Prayer  of  Dr.  Good. 
We  subjoin  to  the  above  the  fol- 
lowing form  of  Prayer,  which  was 
habitually  offered  every  morning  by 
the  late  Dr.  Good.  It  was  his  par- 
ticular desire  that  it  should  close  the 
future  editions  of  his  Study  of  Me- 
dicine. 

0  THOU  great  bestower  of 
health,  strength,  and  comfort  ! 
grant  thy  blessing  upon  the  pro- 
fessional duties  in  which  this  day 
I  may  engage.  Give  me  judg- 
ment to  discern  disease,  and  skill 
to  treat  it  ;  and  crown  with  thy 
favor  the  means  that  may  be  de- 
vised for  recovery;  for,  with  thine 
assistance,  the  humblest  instru- 
ment may  succeed,  as,  without 
it,  the  ablest  must  prove  unavail- 
ing. 

"  Save  me  from  all  sordid  mo- 
tives, and  endow  me  with  a  spirit 
of  pity  and  liberality  towards  the 
poor,  and  of  tenderness  and  sym- 
pathy towards  all  ;  that  I  may  en- 
ter into  the  various  feelings  by 
which  they  are  respectively  tried; 
may  weep  with  those  that  weep, 
and  rejoice  with  those  that  rejoice. 

"  And  sanctify  thou  their  souls, 
as  well  as  heal  their  bodies.  Let 
faith  and  patience,  and  every 
Christian  virtue  they  are  called 
upon  to  exercise,  have  their  per- 
fect work  ;  so  that  in  the  gracious 
dealings  of  thy  Spirit  and  of  thy 
providence,  they  may  find  in  the 
end,  whatever  that  end  may  be, 
that  it  has  been  good  for  them  to 
have  been  afflicted. 

Grant  this,  0  heavenly  Fa- 
ther, for  the  love  of  that  adorable 
Redeemer,  who,  while  on  earth, 
went  about  doing  good,  and  now 
ever  liveth  to  make  intercession 
for  us  in  heaven.  Amen." 
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PERSONAL  DEFORMITIES. 

We  present  to  the  readers  of  this 
number  Mr.  Cooper's  dissection  of 
the  foot  of  a  Chinese  lady,  and  a 
case,  from  one  of  the  French  Hospi- 
tals, of  puhiionary  heriiia  from  tight 
lacing.  As  the  two  seem  connected 
by  a  very  natural  association,  we 
give  the  articles  consecutively.  The 
tyranny  of  fashion  is  limited  to  no 
region,  either  barbarous  or  civilized. 
However  severe  or  unnatural  the 
penance  she  enjoins,  none  dare  re- 
sist or  even  murmur  at  her  authority; 
and  the  variety  of  torture  to  which 
man  and  womankind  willingly  sub- 
ject themselves  in  compliance  with 
absuid  customs,  is  truly  marvellous. 
The  degree  of  surprise,  however, 
with  which  this  universal  propensity 
is  calculated  to  inspire  us,  cannot  but 
be  influenced  by  the  degree  of  know- 
ledge and  cultivation  with  which  it  is 
accompanied.  That  the  savage  isl- 
anders should  tattoo  their  skin,  or 
the  Caribs  flatten  the  heads  of  their 
children,  seems  to  us  less  wonderful 
than  that  a  comparatively  refined 
nation  should  doom  the  fairest  of 
their  numbers  to  deformity  and  lame- 
ness ;  while  the  folly  of  this  is  again 
eclipsed  by  that  which  under  advan- 
tages of  education  so  much  superior, 
we  occasionally  witness  nearer  home. 
We  will  not  however  pursue  this 
topic  farther,  convinced  as  we  are 
by  experience  how  little  is  to  be 
gained  by  moralizing  on  the  follies 
of  fashionable  life  ;  and  could  it  be 
useful  under  any  circumstances,  it 
would  still  be  out  of  place  in  this 


connection.  The  articles  themselves 
seem  to  us  to  merit  an  attentive  pe- 
rusal. 

Anatomical  Description  of  the  Foot 
of  a  Chinese  Female.  By  Brans- 
BY  Blake  Cooper,  Esq. 

The  foot,  of  which  an  account  is  here 
given,  was  obtained  from  the  dead 
body  of  a  female  found  floating  in 
the  river  at  Canton,  and  had  all  the 
character  of  deformity  consequent 
upon  the  prevailing  habit  of  early 
bandaging,  for  the  purpose  of  check- 
irjg  its  natural  growth.  To  an  un- 
practised eye,  it  has  more  the  appear- 
ance of  a  congenital  malformation 
than  of  being  the  effect  of  art,  howe- 
ver long  continued  ;  and  appears  at 
first  sight,  like  a  club  foot,  or  an  un- 
reduced dislocation.  From  the  heel 
to  the  great-toe,  the  length  of  the  foot 
measures  only  four  inches  ;  the  great 
toe  is  bent  abruptly  backwards,  and 
its  extremity  pointed  directly  up- 
wards, while  the  phalanges  of  the 
other  toes  are  doubled  in  beneath  the 
sole  of  the  foot,  having  scarcely  any 
breadth  across  the  foot,  where  it  is 
naturally  broadest.  The  heel,  in- 
stead of  projecting  backwards,  de- 
scends in  a  straight  line  from  the 
bones  of  the  leg,  and  imparts  a  sin- 
gular appearance  to  the  foot,  as  if  it 
was  kept  in  a  state  of  permanent  ex- 
tension. From  the  doubling  in  of 
the  toes  into  the  sole  of  the  foot,  the 
external  edge  of  the  foot  is  formed, 
in  a  great  measure,  by  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  metatarsal  bones;  and  a 
deep  cleft,  or  hollow,  appears  in  the 
sole,  across  its  whole  breadth.  The 
author  gives  a  minute  anatomical  de- 
scription of  all  these  parts,  pointing 
out  the  deviations  from  the  natural 
conformation.  He  remarks,  that 
from  the  diminutive  size  of  the  foot, 
the  height  of  the  instep,  the  deficien- 
cy of  breadth,  and  the  density  of  the 
cellular  texture,  all  attempts  to  walk 
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with  so  deformed  a  foot  must  be  ex- 
tremely awkward  ;  and  that,  in  order 
to  preserve  an  equilibrium  in  an 
erect  position,  the  body  must  neces- 
sarily be  sent  forwards  with  a  painful 
effort,  and  with  a  very  considerable 
exertion  of  muscular  powers. 

Hernia  of  the  Lungs  from  tight 
Stays. — A  girl,  sixteen  years  of  age, 
who  had  menstruated  regularly,  late- 
ly presented  herself  to  Mr.  Breschet, 
at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  requesting  his  ad- 
vice with  regard  to  a  tumor  in  the  re- 
gion of  the  neck.  This  tumor,  the 
dimensions  of  which  varied,  equalled 
when  at  its  maximum  the  size  of  the 
fist.  It  occupied  the  right  side  of 
the  neck  ;  extending  from  the  clavi- 
cle, behind  which  it  arose  as  high  as 
the  thyroid  cartilage  ;  it  was  larger 
beneath  than  above  ;  the  skin  which 
covered  it  was  unchanged.  On  ex- 
amination of  the  tumor  it  was  found 
to  be  of  soft  consistence  and  elastic  ; 
it  disappeared  entirely  when  pressed 
from  above  downwards,  and  without 
inwards;  it  reappeared  when  the 
pressure  was  removed.  It  was  also 
f()ur)d  on  inquiry  that  it  became  par- 
ticularly prominent  w  hen  the,  young 
woman  wore  tight  stays.  It  was 
perfectly  indolent,  and  no  beating 
was  felt  in  it.  What  was  the  nature 
of  the  tumor  ?  The  lobes  of  the  thy- 
roid gland  were  perfectly  distinct ;  it 
had  neither  the  character  of  a  phleg- 
mon nor  of  an  abscess,  nor  of  an 
aneurism.  The  stethescope  became  of 
much  assistance  in  this  case,  for  on 
applying  the  instrument  to  the  tumor 
the  respiratory  murmur  was  distinct- 
ly heard.  No  doubt  therefore  exist- 
ed of  its  being  formed  by  the  upper 
part  of  the  lungs  forced  out  of  the 
cavity  of  the  chest.  What  is  to  be 
considered  as  the  cause  of  this  pul- 
monary hernia  ?  Doubtless  it  de- 
pended on  the  habit  which  this  pa- 
tient participated  with  many  young 
jjersons,  of  wearing  very  tight  stays, 
which  prevent  the  lun'j:s  from  dilating, 
except  at  the  upper  f)art. 

M.  Breschet  directed  the  girl  to 


leave  off  wearing  stays,  and  intended 
to  ap()ly  pressure  over  the  tumor. 

To  the  above  we  will  only  add 
the  following  paragraph  from  the 
Baltimore  American.  It  announces 
a  case  of  hepatic  hernia  from  the 
same  cause. 

Sudden  Death. — A  colored  wo- 
man died  suddenly  on  Tinjrsday  last, 
while  standing  at  a  table  ironing 
clothes.  The  body  was  opened  by 
a  physician  who  had  been  called  in. 
It  appeared  that  the  deceased  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  tight  lacing  to 
such  a  degree,  as  to  force  the  liver 
from  its  natural  seat.  The  more 
immediate  cause  of  her  death  was  the 
rupture  of  a  bloodvessel  near  the  heart. 

QUARANTINE  LAWS. 

Late  researches  have  given  rise  to  art 
opinion  that  quarantine  laws,  as  they 
exist  in  most  countries,  are  founded 
in  a  false  notion  of  the  propagation 
of  diseases,  and  are  productive  of 
injury  rather  than  advantage.  There 
is  no  proof,  say  the  supporters  of 
this  doctrine,  that  any  of  the  diseases 
which  it  is  the  object  of  these  regu- 
lations to  keep  at  a  distance,  are 
contagious  in  any  proper  sense,  or 
can  be  conveyed  fiom  the  locale 
where  they  are  produced,  and  sown 
in  distant  and  different  regions.  The 
yellow  fever,  they  add,  when  carried 
into  England,  does  not  spread  there. 
Hospitals  at  Constantinople  have 
been  filled  with  the  plague  imported 
from  the  Levant,  and  a  free  commu- 
nication kept  up  with  the  citizens, 
and  not  one  in  twenty  of  those  ex- 
posed received  the  disease.  Again, 
while  the  same  pestilence  was  raging 
in  Turkey,  a  free  intercourse  was 
continued  with  Persia,  yet  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  latter  remained  unaf- 
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fected.  The  inference  is  therefore 
drawn,  that  these  diseases  cannot  be 
propagated  except  under  those  cir- 
cumstances of  soil  and  climate  by 
which  they  are  produced,  and  that 
when  conveyed  to  other  countries  by 
persons  suffering  with  them,  they  re- 
main limited  to  these  individuals, 
and  are  not  communicated  by  thera 
to  others  with  whom  they  chance  to 
come  in  contact. 

If  these  views  are  correct,  the  laws 
imposing  quarantine  on  vessels  com- 
ing from  infected  parts  are  equally 
unjust  and  impolitic;  since  it  would 
ft)llow  that  they  cause  embarrassment, 
delay,  and  expense,  without  any 
countervailing  advantage.  Unfortu- 
nately, however,  there  are  too  many 
facts  yet  unexplained,  and  too  much 
uncertainty  hanging  over  the  doc- 
trine of  contagion,  to  permit  us  to 
acquiesce  implicitly  in  these  conclu- 
sions. It  is  an  acknowledged  igno- 
rance of  the  laws  which  govern  dis- 
ease, that  has  dictated  the  existing 
systems  of  quarantine  as  measures 
of  precaution  against  possible  evils  ; 
and  until  this  ignorance  has  been  en- 
lightened by  an  accumulation  of  evi- 
dence, we  may  do  well  to  err  on  the 
safe  side  rather,  than  by  adopting 
new  theories,  to  incur  unnecessary 
danger. 


delusion,  and  to  persuade  him  that 
no  disease  is  present,  he  is  met  with 
obstinate  incredulity,  and  his  judg- 
ment or  skill  is  at  once  called  in 
question.  Some  treatment  therefore 
seems  to  be  absolutely  necessary, 
and  the  use  of  a  placebo  of 
some  medicinal  substance  which  can 
do  no  harm,  and  will  quiet  the  nerves 
of  the  patient,  becomes  almost  inevi- 
table. On  the  whole,  however, 
these  pious  frauds  should  be  oppcsed, 
as  should  deception  of  every  other 
kind  ; — the  ingenuity  of  the  phy- 
sician will  be  much  better  employed 
in  bringing  the  malade  imaginaire 
back  to  a  correct  mode  of  thinking, 
than  in  encouraging  a  delusion  at 
the  hazard  of  losing  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  the  patient  whenever 
time  shall  dispel  it.  If  the  disease 
be  of  a  surgical  character,  the  threat 
of  an  operation  will  perhaps  cure  it, 
on  the  same  principle  that  the  tooth- 
ach  is  so  often  relieved  by  the  mere 
sight  of  the  dentist  or  his  ugly  instru- 
ment. This  expedient  however  is 
not  always  successful.  But  if  the 
disease  is  of  such  a  nature  as  we  usu- 
ally find  it,  plain  dealing  will  be 
more  expedient  than  deception  ; 
here,  as  every  where  else,  unless  it 
be  perhaps  in  political  life,  honesty 
is  certainly  the  best  policy. 


IMAGINARY  DISEASES. 

That  hypochondriacal  feeling  which 
leads  men  to  magnify  trifling  com- 
plaints- into  serious  disorders,  and 
even  to  imagine  themselves  sick 
wiien  enjoying  excellent  health,  is 
often  a  cause  of  great  perplexity  to 
the  physician  consulted.  If  he  at- 
tempt to  convince  the  patient  of  his 


SEA-SICKNESS. 

We  presume  that  few  discoveries  in 
science  would  be  hailed  with  more 
pleasure  by  that  numerous  class  of 
persons  obliged  to  cross  the  ocean, 
than  that  of  a  remedy  for  sea- 
sickness ;  it  is  a  little  singular  that 
not  only  no  cure  has  been  pre- 
tended to  be  found  for  it,  but  that 
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not  even  any  plausible  means  have 
been  suggested  for  alleviating  its 
symptoms.  Among  the  various  dis- 
eases, including  even  consumption  in 
its  last  stages,  cancer,  scrofula,  and 
almost  old  age  itself,  which  have 
been  certified  as  cured  by  various 
quack  medicines,  the  malady  in  ques- 
tion is  not  to  be  found.  By  the 
faculty  also,  sea-sickness  has  been 
altogether  too  much  overlooked,  and 
we  are  glad  to  find  in  the  late  publica- 
tion of  a  medical  traveller,  an  in- 
stance in  which  its  occurrence  ap- 
peared to  be  prevented  by  medical 
agency.  The  patient,  a  lady  of  rank, 
was  a  fellow-passenger  with  Dr. 
Greuville  on  board  the  packet  from 
Dover  to  Calais.  Knowing  that  she 
had  suffered  greatly  from  sea-sick- 
ness in  former  voyages,  the  doctor 
administered  to  her,  just  before  em- 
barking, forty-five  drops  of  lauda- 
num. She  remained  perfectly  well, 
without  vomiting  or  even  nausea, 
during  the  whole  passage.  On  his 
return  to  England  Dr.  G.  tried  the 
remedy  on  himself,  and  met  with 
equal  success. — We  notice  this  case 
in  the  hope  that  others  may  be  in- 
duced to  try  the  same  experiment. 
Some  medical  student  will  doubtless 
cast  his  eye  over  this  article,  and  if  it 
is  his  happy  lot  to  enjoy  the  prospect 
of  a  visit  to  the  European  Hospitals 
and  Schools,  let  him  note  this  case 
for  the  future  benefit  of  himself  and 
his  friends  ;  and  those  even  who 
have  only  in  view  a  short  excursion 
around  Point  Judith,  may  seize  the 
opportunity  to  try  an  experiment 
which,  if  successful,  will  give  them 
the  glorious  distinction  of  being  the 
first  to  ruin  the  sale  of  one  of  the 
choicest  Scraps  of  Mr.  Johnston. 


Subjects  for  Dissection. 

The  English  bill  for  preventing  the 
unlawful  disinterment  of  human  bo- 
dies, after  discouraging  any  further 
provisions  for  that  purpose,  enacts 
that  persons  convicted  of  such  disin- 
terment shall  be  liable  to  be  punish- 
ed by  six  months  imprisonment  for 
the  first  offence,  and  two  years  for 
the  second.  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  is  to  ap- 
point annually  not  fewer  than  seven 
Commissioners,  (the  majority  not  be- 
ing physicians,  surgeons,  or  apothe- 
caries,) empowered  to  license  schools 
of  anatomy  for  dissection.  The 
commissioners  are  to  hold  meetings 
once  a  quarter,  and  may  meet,  if 
they  think  fit,  at  other  periods.  They 
are,  at  all  meetings,  to  choose  a 
chairman,  who,  in  case  of  an  equality 
of  votes,  is  to  have  a  double  vote. 
The  Home  Secretary  to  appoint  a 
treasurer  and  clerk  to  the  commis- 
sion. Persons  applying  for  licenses 
are  to  give  notice,  eight  weeks  before 
the  quarterly  meeting.  The  license 
is  to  continue  in  force  13  calendar 
months,  and  a  fee  of  £5  must  be 
paid  on  receiving  the  same. — The 
Secretary  of  Stale  may  appoint  com- 
missioners or  persons  visiters  to  in- 
spect schools  of  anatomy.  Visiters 
are  empowered  to  summon  persons 
before  them  to  give  evidence  res- 
f)ecting  the  execution  of  this  act,  and 
persons  so  summoned  neglecting  to 
appear,  or  refusing  to  be  examined, 
are  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding 
£50.  The  commissioners  are  em- 
powered to  make  rules  for  the  regu- 
lation of  dissecting  schools.  The 
bodies  of  persons  dying  in  prisons, 
hospitals,  or  workhouses,  if  unclaim- 
ed within  72  hours,  to  be  delivered 
for  dissection  to  licensed  teachers. 
It  is  made  lawful  for  executors,  ad- 
ministrators, &c.,  to  deliver  up  the 
bodies  of  persons  who  may  have 
bequeathed  their  bodies  for  dissec- 
tion. Special  licenses  for  dissecting 
may  be  granted  to  individuals,  for 
which  the  fee  is  2l.  Bodies  to  be 
decently  buried  after  dissection. — 
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Among  the  penalties  are  the  follow- 
ing, namely, — for  keeping  a  school 
of  anatomy  without  license,  100/.  ; 
for  removing  a  hody  without  license, 
50/.  ;  for  dissecting  at  unlicensed 
places,  50/.  ;  for  not  complying  with 
the  regulation  of  the  commissioners, 
■50/.  ;  for  neglecting  to  register  cer- 
tificates, 50/.  ;  for  omitlinij  to  bury 
bodies  after  dissection,  50/.  ;  for  de- 
livering bodies  to  unlicensed  persons, 
20/. — Persons  considering  themselves 
aggrieved  by  a  judgment  under  this 
act,  of  any  justice  or  justices  of  the 
peace,  may  appeal  to  the  quarter 
sessions  within  four  calender  months. 
The  act  is  to  commence  from  the  1st 
of  July  next,  and  is  not  to  extend  to 
Ireland. 


Artificial  Limbs. — A  London  pa- 
per states  that  a  poor  lad,  named 
Thomas  Cargill,  who  had  been  bit- 
ten by  a  shark  whilst  bathing  in  the 
river  at  Sierra  Leone,  was  brought 
before  the  Lord  Mayor  by  Mr. 
Laundy,  the  Surgeon's  Instrument 
maker  of  St.  Thonias's  and  Guy's 
Hospitals,  that  his  lordshi[)  might  see 
what  could  he  efifected  by  meciianical 
aid.  The  lad  had  lost  ho\\\  bis 
hands,  find  was  perfectly  helpless. 
On  his  return  to  England  a  benevo- 
lent gentleman  interested  himself  in 
his  behalf  and  gave  him  a  letter  to 
the  Lord  Mayor,  wlio  sent  him  to 
Mr.  Laundy,  with  directions  to  do  all 
he  could  for  him. 

He  exhibited  a  pair  of  instruments 
by  which  he  was  enabled  to  dress  and 
undress  himself,  buttoning  and  un- 
buttoning his  own  clothes  ;  another 
set  by  means  of  which  lie  could  lift 
and  carry  great  loads  ;  another  by 
which  he  could  carve  his  own  food 
and  help  himself  to  anythirjg  he 
wanted.  But  the  most  extraordinary 
of  all,  was  an  instrument  that  ena- 
bled him  to  write,  and  also  to  teacli 
others  to  write.  The  jioor  fellow 
with  this  instrunnuU  wrote  his  name 
in  the  presence  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 
and  astonished  every  body  in  conse- 
quence of  the  facility  with  which  ho 


did  it — and  it  was  the  opinion  of 
every  one  that  he  was  not  only  ca- 
pable of  writing  himself,  but  of  teach- 
ing others. 

Glass  Teeth. — The  proprietors  of 
a  Belgian  Journal  have  offered  a  re- 
ward of  1000  florins  to  any  person 
who  will  make  known  a  composition, 
used  in  Austria,  or  an  equivalent  one, 
against  decayed  teeth.  This  compo- 
sition, when  in  a  phial,  resembles 
glass  infusion,  but  when  poured  into 
the  cavities  of  the  carious  teeth  as- 
sumes the  hardness  and  permanency 
of  cold  glass. 

Diseases  of  Children.— Ax\  infirma- 
ry has  been  established  in  New-York 
for  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the 
bowels.  The  object  is  to  collect 
facts  relative  to  the  best  mode  of 
treating  those  bowel  complaints  of 
children,  which  are  so  prevalent  and 
fatal  in  the  summer  season  in  most 
partsof  the  United  States.  The  institu- 
tion is  under  the  counsel  and  inspec- 
tion of  Drs.  Pascalis,  Osborne,  Mitch- 
ell and  Reese.  All  Physicians  in 
the  Union  are  invited  to  forward  to 
the  Infirmary  a  statement  of  such 
practice  as  may  prove  successful  dur- 
ing the  present  season,  in  the  various 
bowel  complaints  they  may  have  to 
manage.  The  gentlemen  contem- 
plate publishing  the  result  of  their 
observations  in  a  volume,  and  offer 
a  copy  to  any  Physician  who  shall 
furnish  any  important  information  on 
the  subject.  All  communications  to 
be  sent  to  No.  3l6  Broadway,  N.  Y. 

JPeigned  Diseases. — A  man  be- 
came notorious  in  the  British  army 
for  possessing  a  powder,  which  given 
to  a  man  would  produce  symptoms 
exactly  resembling  those  of  diseased 
heart.  By  means  of  this  medicine 
great  nmnbers  procured  exemption 
from  duty.  The  trick  was  discover- 
ed, and  the  powders  examined.  The 
substance  proved  to  be  the  hellebo- 
rus  albus  ;  and  it  appeared  tlial  the 
enormous  dose  of    3  5.  had  been 
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sometimes  administered  without  fatal 
consequences. 


Vicarious  Menstruation. — A  wo- 
man, 19  years  of  age,  was  carried  to 
the  Hotel  Dieu,  with  an  extensive 
burn  upon  the  arm,  the  skin  of  which 
was  almost  entirely  destroyed.  Her 
catamenia  had  been  previously  sup- 
pressed ;  and  for  five  months  after 
the  accident  a  sanguineous  discharge 
took  place  regularly  from  the  burned 
surface,  at  the  periods  of  menstrua- 
tioti.  The  treatment  was  directed 
to  restore  the  function  of  the  uterus, 
but,  at  the  time  the  case  was  report- 
ed, had  been  unsuccessful. 

Fatal  Error  in  the  Diagnosis  of 
a  Tumor. — A  peasant  boy  received 
a  blow  on  the  left  temple;  a  tumor 
was  developed,  which  was  supposed 
to  be  encysted,  and  extirpated.  The 
excision  was  immediately  followed 
by  profuse  haemorrhage,  which  was 
arrested  by  conjpression,  and  Dr. 
Krimer  sent  for,  who  found  the  pa- 
tient in  convulsions  which  soon  ter- 
minated in  death.  The  extirpated 
tumor  was  an  aneurismal  sac  com- 
municating with  the  middle  meniu- 
gean  artery,  by  an  opeuitig  situated 
between  the  squamous  border  of  the 
temporal  and  the  corresponding  por- 
tion of  the  parietal  bone.  The  mid- 
dle meningean  artery  was  of  the  size 
of  a  finger  fifteen  lines  lower  than 
the  opening.  A  depression  in  the 
brain  under  the  aneurismal  dilatation 
existed,  which  contained  one  and  a 
half  ounces  of  bright  blood. 

Journ.fur  Chirurg. 

Eitirpaiion  of  a  Wen,~M.  Lis- 
franc  has  recently  extirpated  a  very 
large  wen  from  a  negross,  situated 
above  the  clavicle,  and  having  pro- 
longations under  this  bone.  The 
external  jugular  vein,  which  passed 
through  the  whole  vertical  diameter 
of  the  tumor,  was  dissected  and  pre- 
served ;  the  subclavian  artery  and 
vein  were  laid  bare  ;  the  pleura  was 
vibibic  al  the  butiuui  of  the  wound. 


The  patient  recovered  without  any 
unfavorable  occurrence. — Jour.  Gen- 
erale  de  Meclecine. 


Reduction  of  a  Luxation  of  five 
months  standing.  —  M.  Lisfranc  has 
succeeded  in  reducing  a  luxation  of 
the  head  of  the  humerus  forwards,  of 
five  months  standing.  To  avoid  the 
accidents  that  have  lately  occurred 
from  attempts  at  reducing  old  luxa- 
tions, M.  L.  commenced  by  making 
at  first  slight  extension,  and  gradual- 
ly increased  it. — Ihid. 

Aneurism  hy  Anastoinosis^  success- 
fully treated  hy  tying  the  Carotid. 
— Dr.  Areudt,  of  St.  Petersburg,  has 
successfully  treated  a  case  of  aneu- 
rism by  anastomosis  on  the  right  side 
of  the  head,  hy  applying  a  ligature 
to  the  right  carotid  artery. 

Aneurism  of  the  Right  Primitive 
Carotid, successfully  treated. — Thero 
is  an  account  in  the  An?iali  Univer- 
sali  di  Med.  for  September,  1828,  of 
a  case  of  aneurism  of  the  right  pri- 
mitive carotid,  successfully  treated 
by  Dr,  A.  Molina,  of  Pavia,  by  means 
of  the  ligature.  The  operation  was 
perforated  in  the  manner  recom- 
mended by  Professor  Scarpa. 

Medical  School  of  Yale  College. 
— Drs.  Thomas  Hubbard  and  Wil- 
liam Tully  have  been  unanimously 
nominated  by  the  corporation  of 
Yale  College,  as  Professors  in  the 
jVletlical  School  attached  to  the  In- 
stitution, to  supply  the  vacancy  cre- 
ated by  the  decease  of  Dr.  Smith. 


KEPOllT   OP   DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 
The  week  ending  June  26,  at  noon. 

Of  brain  fever,  1— consumption,  8 — croup, 
1 — drowned,  1— ^dropsy  on  the  brain,  2 — inflam- 
mation, 1 — infantile,  1 — old  age,  1  —unknown, 
2.    Males  6.— females,  13.    Total,  19. 

Died,— In  Westford,  Dr.  Horace  Parker, 
of  Gardner,  set.  33. — In  Norwich,  Con.,  Dr. 
David  Rogers,  aet.  88,  an  active  Surgeon  in 
the  Revoiuiiouary  War. —  In  Plainfield,  Dr. 
Jared  Fuller,  a;t.  48.— In  Tolland,  Con.,  Dr. 
Gurdon  Thompson,  aet.  62  — In  Lancaster, 
Dr.  Abijah  Thelps. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


CARTER  &  HENDEE 

HAVE  just  received  LIZARDS  ANA- 
TOMICAL PLATES,  in  12  Nos., 
•cold  and  letter  press. 

Barton's  North  American  Flora,  3  vols. 

do.      Medical  Boiany,  2  vols. 
Bonaparte's  Ornithology,  3  vols. 
A  System  of  Human  Anatomy  ;  trans- 
lated from  the  4th  Edition  of  the  French 
of  H.  Cloquet,  M.D.    By  Robert  Knox, 
M.D.  F.R.S.E. 


TURNER'S  CHEMISTRY,— NEW 
EDITION. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
TER ^^  HENDEE,— Elements  of 
Chemistry,  including  recent  Discoveries 
and  Doctrines  of  the  Science.  By  Ed- 
ward Turner,  M.D.  F.R.S.E.  Second 
American  Edition, 

MANUEL  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHESCOPE. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  recently 
published, — A  short  Treatise  on  the 
xlifFerent  Methods  of  investigating  Dis- 
•eases  of  the  Chest.  Translated  from  the 
French  of  M.  Collins,  by  W.  N.  Ryland, 
M.D.  From  the  third  London  Edition, 
with  Plates,  and  an  Explanatory  Intro- 
(duction,  by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society. 

In  preparing  for  the  American  press  the 
English  translation  of  the  well  known  and 
highly  useful  work  of  M.  Collins,  which 
translation  has  passed  through  three  edi- 
tions in  England,  the  Editor  thinks  he  can 
render  it  more  acceptable  by  dispensing 
with  the  various  prefaces  and  introducto- 
ry remarks  which  encumber  the  last  edi- 
tion, and  by  substituting  in  their  place  an 
entirely  new  introduction,  which  is  in- 
tended to  embrace  the  amount  of  all  that 
is  important  in  the  prefaces  alluded  to, 
as  well  as  that  which  is  contained  in  va- 
rious abstracts  and  reviews  which  have 
appeared  of  treatises  upon  the  different 
methods  of  investigating  thoracic  diseases, 
and  in  some  other  works  which  are  not 
generally  before  the  profession  in  this 
country. 

C.  &  H.  keep  constantly  for  sale  Ste- 
thescopes  of  the  most  approved  form. 


FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

COTTONS  &  BARNARD,  184  Wash 
ington  Street,  have  for  sale,  the  fol- 
lowing Water  Colors,  of  an  excellent 
quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  Lamber- 
tye,  (France,)  viz :  Bistre,  Raw  Cassel, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  Pink, 
Seppia,  Violet  Lake,  Carmined  Lake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prussian  Blue,  Mineral 
Blue,  Indigo,  Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, Gamboge,  Yellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  Italian  Earth, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth, 
Crocus  Martial,  Green  Lake,  Sanders 
Green,  Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prus- 
sian Green,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red, 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
Flake  White. 

Also — a  great  variety  of  Newman's,  Ac- 
kerman's,  Reeves's  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boxes  and  separate  cakes. 


DENTAL  SURGERY. 

THIS  day  received  by  CARTER  & 
HENDEE,  No.  135,  Washington 
Street,— A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GERY.   In  three  parts. 

1.  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Dental 
Surgery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Dentist.  Denlicum  curam  ha- 
beto  ut  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
dentibus  laxantur  et  chylaceos  officinse  ; 
hinc  mille  malorum  occasiones. — Baglivi 
XIII.  March  17. 
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A COPY  of  Bloomfield's  Critical  Digest 
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For  sale  by  COTTONS  &  BARNARD, 
184  Washington  Street. 
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I. 

Communicated  for  the  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 

ANOMALOUS  ERUPTION. 

History  of  a  very  rare  and  anoma- 
lous Eruption  which  appears  to 
be  connected  ivith  important 
Changes  in  the  System. 

By  Chandler  Robbins,  M.D. 

In  his  excellent  treatise  on  Cholera 
Infantum,  Dr.  Devvees  enume- 
rates among  the  symptoms  which 
mark  a  fatal  issue  of  the  disease, 
an  eruption  of  a  very  peculiar  cha- 
racter.   His  words  are  these  : — 

As  death  approaches,  a  gradu- 
al aggravation  of  symptoms  takes 
place  ;  and  there  is  one,  which,  as 
far  as  we  have  observed,  has  al- 
ways proved  fatal  ;  it  is  a  crystal- 
line eruption  upon  the  chest,  of  an 
immensity  of  watery  vesicles,  of  a 
very  minute  size.  The  best  idea 
we  can  convey  of  the  appearance 
of  this  eruption,  is  to  imagine  a 
vast  collection  of  vesicles,  appa- 
rently produced  by  flirting  an  equal 
number  of  very  minute  drops  or 
particles  of  boiling  water,  and 
each  particle  producing  its  vesicle. 
We  first  pointed  out  this  appear- 
ance to  our  friend  Dr.  Physick,  in 
the  year  1794,  in  the  disease  now 
under  consideration  ;  and  subse- 
quently, under  like  circumstances, 
to  Dr.  Rush  ;  both  of  whom  ac- 
knowledged the  eruption  new  to 
them. 

22 


^'  This  symptom  may  readily 
escape  observation,  if  not  looked 
for  ;  it  requires  that  the  surface  on 
which  it  has  spread  itself  should 
be  placed  between  the  eye  and  the 
light,  and  viewed  nearly  horizon- 
tally." 

The  eruption  thus  minutely  de- 
scribed by  Dr.  Devvees,  and  not, 
I  believe,  by  any  other  author,  I 
have  seen  once.  It  was  in  every 
particular  precisely  the  same,  but 
occurred  under  circumstances  so 
different,  that  a  record  of  the  case 
may  be  useful  in  warning  us  not  to 
be  too  precipitate  in  founding  our 
prognosis  on  this  single  symp- 
tom. 

On  the  17th  of  August,  1821,  I 
was  called  to  S.  C,  a  little  girl  4 
years  of  age.  She  was  laboring 
under  symptoms  of  decided  Hydro- 
cephalus, in  its  second  stage.  She 
sat  in  a  chair  as  I  entered  the  room, 
moving  her  head  and  body  back- 
ward and  forward  slowly  but  con- 
stantly, and  continued  to  do  this 
during  the  whole  of  my  visit.  I 
learnt  that  for  the  last  day  or  two 
she  had  done  the  same  thing,  with- 
out ceasing,  from  morning  till  night, 
and  manifested  great  unwillingness 
to  move  or  be  moved  from  her  posi- 
tion, to  speak,  eat  or  drink.  Her 
bouels  were  costive,  countenance 
pallid,  and  pupils  permanently  di- 
lated. It  was  a  case,  in  fact, 
which  bore  itself  more  distinctly 
from  a  case  of  worms,  than  any 
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one  of  the  same  disease  I  have 
ever  seen. 

This  little  girl  was  several 
weeks  under  treatment,  but  grew 
slowly  worse,  until  at  last  she  was 
unable  to  move  herself  in  bed. 
Not  able  to  construct  any  further 
plan  of  treatment  which  could  pro- 
mise any  good,  I  requested  a  con- 
sultation, the  result  of  which  was 
a  perfect  agreement  as  to  the  hy- 
drocephalic nature  of  the  case,  and 
a  decided  opinion  that  she  was  no 
longer  a  subject  for  medical 
treatment. 

In  this  state  the  case  was  left, 
and  no  alteration  for  better  or  worse 
was  discernible  in  the  patient  for 
several  weeks.  At  length,  I  re- 
ceived a  message  from  Mrs.  C. 
that  her  daughter  had  spoken,  and 
a  request  that  I  would  call  and  see 
her.  She  replied  to  several  ques- 
tions, and  the  eye  looked  less  life- 
less than  when  last  visited.  On 
examination,  I  found  the  whole 
chest  covered  thickly  with  an  erup- 
tion, most  accurately  described  in 
the  foregoing  extract  from  Dr. 
Dewees.  It  was  first  discovered 
by  the  touch,  and  on  admitting  a 
strong  light,  the  chest  had  such  an 
appearance  as  would  be  given  it  if 
hundreds  of  pearls,  about  half  the 
size  of  a  pin's  head,  had  been  cut  in 
halves  and  placed  thickly  on  the 
skin  ;  no  redness  or  soreness  was 
distinguishable.  This  eruption,  to 
me  so  novel,  continued  to  spread 
till  the  neck,  shoulders  and  arms 
were  entirely  covered  with  it  ;  and 
the  symptoms  of  the  disease  gradu- 
ally abated  from  the  morning  of 
its  appearance. 

This  girl  I  saw,  about  six  years 
afterwards,  as  strong  and  healthy 
a  child  as  any  we  meet. 

Rcmarl^s. 
In  this  history  I  have  not  enu- 
merated the  symptoms,  nor  detail- 


ed the  modes  of  treatment,  for  the 
former  were  so  decided  as  to  leave 
no  doubt  of  the  character  of  the 
disease,  and  the  latter  so  varied 
and  unsuccessful,  as  to  be  of  little 
interest  or  importance.  Nature 
effected  the  cure.  What  agency 
the  eruption  had  in  promoting  this 
cure,  and  how  this  agency  was  ex- 
erted, are  points  which,  after  much 
reflection,  are  yet  to  me  exceed- 
ingly indefinite. 

Very  little  attention  appears  to 
have  been  given  to  the  precise 
modes  in  which  natural  cures  are 
effected.  The  only  attempt  at  a 
classification  of  these  modes  has 
been  made  very  recently  by  Mr. 
Mackenzie,  of  Glasgow,  who  di- 
vides the  processes  of  what  we  may 
call  Nature's  Therapeutics,  into 
five  classes.* 

The  first  class  of  means  employ- 
ed by  Nature  to  remove  disease, 
act  with  such  rapidity  as  to  elude 
our  notice  of  their  modus  operandi, 
— we  cannot  detect  the  processes 
by  which  the  cure  is  effected. 
Thus  pain  ceases,  spasm  is  relaxed, 
and  so  on.  This,  therefore,  is  re- 
garded by  Mr.  M.  as  the  cure  by 
"  cessation." 

The  second  mode  is  by  "  revo- 
lution of  functions."  This  is  illus- 
trated in  measles,  vaccinia,  and  in 
intoxication.  The  alcohol  first 
stimulates  the  circulation,  stupor 
succeeds,  and  then  comes  on  free 
excretions  by  the  kidneys,  lungs, 
and  skin,  by  which  the  alcohol  is 
eliminated,  and  the  system  relieved 
from  its  stimulus. 

The  next  method  is  effected  by 
the  "  revolutions  of  time,"  as  illus- 
trated by  periodical  occurrences 
in  the  system. 

The  fourth  class  is  denominated 
"natural  surgery,"  as  in  the  union 

*  A  ske'ch  of  Ur.  Mackenzie's  vitws 
was  presented  ii  this  Journal,  iNo.  13, 
vol.  2.— Ed. 
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of  wounds  by  the  first  intention,  the 
restoration  of  parts  by  granulation, 
and  the  removal  of  injurious  sub- 
stances by  suppuration  or  absorp- 
tion. 

The  last  method  enumerated,  is 
"  the  conversion  of  one  disease  into 
another"  which  is  more  easily  or 
speedily  relieved, — as  the  conver- 
sion of  dropsy  into  diarrhoea,  head- 
ach  into  hemorrhage,  &c. 

In  this  last  class,  (which  is,  per- 
haps, the  one  illustrated  in  the 
case  I  have  related,)  Nature  has 
already  been  imitated  with  infinite 
advantage.  Flow  far  a  closer  ob- 
servation, a  clearer  division,  and 
a  more  systematic  study  of  Natural 
Therapeutics,  might  aid  the  pro- 
fession in  the  good  work  we  have 
undertaken,  is  a  promising  subject 
for  reflection  and  inquiry. 


II. 

Abridged  from  the  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

DISFIGURING  THE  COUNTENANCE  WITH 
SULPHURIC  ACID. 

By  R.Christison,  M.D.  F.R.S.E.  &c. 

j    The  disfiguring  or  maiming  the 
j    countenance  by  the  throwing  of 
corrosive  liquids  over  it,  is  a  crime 
of  recent  origin  in  this  country. 
It  appears  to  have  been  first  prac- 
tised in  the  manufacturing  districts 
during  the  disputes  which  took 
place  a  few  years  ago  between 
j    workmen  and  masters  regarding 
j    the  rate  of  wages  ;  at  least,  it  was 
first  heard  of  in  Scotland  under 
these  circumstances.    Several  de- 
plorable instances  having  occurred 
I    at  Glasgow  of  this  malignant  and 
cowardly  mode  of  gratifying  re- 
venge, the  present  Lord  Advocate, 
in  applyino;  for  a  bill  to  extend  to 
Scotland   the    EMenborough  act 
against  wounding  and  maiming,  also 
introduced  a  clause  which  classed 


with  such  crimes  the  offence  in 
question,  and  aw^arded  for  it  the 
punishment  of  death. 

In  Glasgow,  since  the  passing  of 
this  act,  no  instance  has  occurred 
of  the  crime  against  which  it  is  di- 
rected. But  besides  the  case  I 
am  about  to  relate,  which  happen- 
ed at  Edinburgh,  it  appears  from 
the  London  newspapers  for  Octo- 
ber and  November  last,  to  have 
been  twice  committed  during  these 
months  in  the  metropolis  ;  once  out 
of  revenge,  and  again  by  a  shoplift- 
er for  the  purpose  of  blinding  the 
shopman  and  preventing  pursuit. 
It  is  a  crime,  indeed,  which,  now 
that  its  existence  is  generally 
known,  I  fear  the  authorities  may 
often  have  to  deal  with  ;  for  it  pre- 
sents several  peculiar  temptations 
to  the  unprincipled  and  revengeful 
to  commit  it.  There  can  be  but 
one  opinion  as  to  its  enormity  and 
the  fitness  of  the  punishment  which 
will  now  await  it  in  this  part  of 
the  kingdom. 

Hugh  Macmlllao,  and  his  wife, 
Euphemia  Lawson,  w^ere  indicted 
under  the  statute  alluded  to,  on  the 
17th  of  December,  1827,  for 
maiming,  disfiguring  and  disabling 
Archibald  Campbell,  by  throwing 
sulphuric  acid  over  him  on  the 
17th  of  the  previous  October.  The 
indictment  likewise  contained  a 
separate  charge  of  murder  against 
them  ;  but  for  reasons  to  be  men- 
tioned presently,  this  charge  was 
afterwards  departed  from  by  the 
public  prosecutor. 

The  facts  of  the  general  evi- 
dence by  which  the  crime  was 
brought  home  to  the  female  prison- 
er, were  the  following  : — The 
Macmillans,  who  lived  in  the  same 
stair  with  Campbell,  had  long  been 
on  bad  terjns  with  him  ;  and  a  few 
days  belore  he  met  with  the  acci- 
dent the  woman  was  bound  over  to 
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keep  the  peace  towards  him  ;  on 
account  of  which  both  she  and 
her  husband  had  been  repeatedly 
heard  to  vow  vengeance  in  the 
most  malignant  language.  The 
female  prisoner  was  proved  to 
have  obtained,  shortly  before  the 
commission  of  the  crime,  informa- 
tion concerning  the  corrosive  pro- 
perties of  sulphuric  acid  ;  and  in 
consequence  hinted  that  she  would 
some  night  try  its  effects  on  Camp- 
bell's cloak  after  her  husband  was 
asleep.  Early  on  the  evening  of 
the  17th  of  October,  she  was  seen 
to  carry  out  and  return  with  a 
particular  jug,  which  she  placed 
under  her  bed,  cautioning  her 
children  not  to  meddle  with  it. 
Towards  midnight,  Campbell,  on 
his  w^ay  up  stairs  to  his  lodgings, 
had  approached  Macmillan's  door, 
when,  the  door  opening  a  little, 
he  observed  a  female  arm  thrust 
out,  holding  something  white  ; 
and,  under  the  impression  that 
some  mischief  was  intended  him, 
he  was  in  the  act  of  turning  round 
to  retreat  down  stairs,  when  a 
liquid  was  thrown  over  him, 
which,  by  the  intense  burning  pain 
it  caused,  he  at  once  suspected 
to  be  oil  of  vitriol.  The  alarm 
being  instantly  given,  the  police 
in  a  few  minutes  entered  Mac- 
millan's room,  where  the  woman 
was  found  dressed,  and  her  hus- 
band only  dressing  himself,  as  if 
just  raised  out  of  bed.  No  trace 
of  sulphuric  acid  could  be  disco- 
vered in  the  room.  But  between 
the  alarm  in  the  stair  and  the  ar- 
rival of  the  police,  a  person  who 
lived  in  the  floor  under  the  Mac- 
millans  heard  their  window  open, 
and  something  immediately  break 
on  the  pavement  below.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  the  close*  under  the 

♦  The  buildings  in  the  old  town  of 


window  w^ere  found  the  fragments 
of  a  jug  like  that  which  the  woman 
had  been  seen  carrying  early  in 
the  evening  ;  and  these  fragments 
had  a  sour  taste  and  smarted  the 
tongue.  A  large  quantity  of  sour 
tasted  liquid  was  also  found  on  the 
stair  and  wall  between  Macmil- 
lan's door  and  the  spot  where 
Campbell  stood  at  the  moment  of 
receiving  the  injury.  By  a  com- 
plete chain  of  circumstances, 
therefore,  though  not  by  any  di- 
rect proof,  the  act  of  throwing 
the  deleterious  liquid  was  traced 
to  Macmillan's  wife. 

Campbell  was  without  delay 
transported  to  the  Infirmary, 
where  he  arrived  about  two  in 
the  morning.  His  state  at  this 
time,  and  the  progress  of  the 
symptoms  till  his  death,  twelve 
days  afterwards,  were  described 
by  Dr.  Hunter,  the  surgeon,  and 
Dr.  Nesbitt,  the  surgeon's  clerk 
of  the  hospital,  in  a  report  which 
was  libelled  on  in  the  indictment, 
and  from  which  chiefly  the  follow- 
ing particulars  have  been  derived: 
— The  skin  on  the  left  side  of  the 
face  was  partially  removed,  and 
the  whole  presented  at  first  a 
white  disorganized  ap[)earance. 
The  eyelids  of  both  eyes  were 
much  inflamed  and  swollen,  and 
the  left  eyeball  was  also  severely 
involved  in  the  mischief,  but  the 
right  eyeball  was  uninjured.  The 
skin  of  the  inside  of  the  lips  was 


Edinburgh  are  from  five  to  ten  stories  h\^h. 
Narrow  passa;2:es,  from  three  to  ten  feet 
wide,  lead  from  one  street  info  another, 
or  form  courts  or  cul-dc-sacs  ;  from  these 
passao^es, -which  are  gfenerally  very  filthy, 
doors  open  occasionally  on  the  lower  step 
of  a  narrow  staircase,  which  winds  up 
almost  perpendicularly  to  the  top,  and 
from  this  staircase  other  doors  open  on 
each  story  into  the  apartments  of  the 
poor.  These  passag;es  and  cul-de-sacs 
are  called  in  Edinburgh  clostJi. — Ed, 
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also  white  and  swollen,  and  on  the 
back  of  the  left  hand,  as  well  as 
between  the  fingers,  there  were 
white  excoriated  streaks.  In  the 
course  of  sixteen  hours  the  white 
marks  turned  brown.  The  pain 
of  the  face  and  eyes,  which  was 
at  first  excruciating,  became  ea- 
sier under  the  use  of  suitable  ap- 
plications. But  as  at  the  time  of 
the  visit,  about  twelve  hours  af- 
ter the  accident,  the  pain  of  the 
left  eye,  extending  to  the  head, 
evidently  tiireatened  a  severe 
ophthalmia,  he  was  bled  from  the 
arm  ;  and  next  day  the  operation 
was  repeated.  From  these  mea- 
sures he  derived  great  relief. 
The  inflammation  and  disorganiza- 
tion of  the  eye,  howevex,  went 
on  increasing,  and  soon  ended  in 
the  bursting  of  the  cornea  and 
discharge  of  the  aqueous  humor 
and  crystalline  lens.  Towards 
the  close  of  the  fifth  day,  namely, 
on  the  evening  of  the  22d,  while 
apparently  doing  well,  he  had  a 
shivering  fit,  and  next  morning 
complained  of  acute  pain  at  the 
bend  of  the  right  arm,  where  he 
had  been  bled.  Inflammation 
immediately  sprung  up  around  the 
orifice,  general  swelling  of  the 
arm  came  on,  and  progressively 
increased  for  the  three  following 
days.  Severe  febrile  symptoms 
ensued,  and  afterwards  also  ditfi- 
cult  breathing,  with  other  signs 
of  pulmonary  inflammation.  Un- 
der these  complicated  disorders 
he  gradually  sunk,  and  died  on 
the  morning  of  the  30th  of  Octo- 
ber. The  report  concluded  with 
ascribing  his  death  to  the  inflam- 
mation of  the  arm  and  concomitant 
fever. 

The  body  vvas  examined  on  the 
following  day  by  Dr.  Hunter  and 
the  late  Dr.  Cullen,  whose  re- 
port of  the  appearances  is  here 
given  in  detail. 


On  Saturday,  the  3lst  of  Oc- 
tober, we  inspected  the  body  of 
Archibald  Campbell,  who  died  in 
the  Royal  Infirmary  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  30th. 

''The  right  arm  was  carefully 
examined  and  anatomized.  We 
found  the  vein  from  which  he  had 
been  bled  very  highly  inflamed  at 
the  wounded  part  at  the  bend  of 
the  arm.  From  this  point  the  in- 
flammation had  extended  upwards 
to  the  great  vein  of  the  arm  and 
shoulder,  and  downwards  to  the 
small  veins  of  the  forearm.  These 
vessels  were  almost  filled  with 
purulent  matter,  and  partly  obli- 
terated. The  great  veins  at  the 
upper  pan  of  the  chest  were  na- 
tural. 

''There  was  a  small  quantity 
of  serum  in  the  cavity  of  the 
membrane  which  invests  the 
heart,  but  that  organ  was  itself 
sound. 

"  The  membrane  which  covers 
the  lungs  and  ribs,  called  the 
pleura,  was  inflamed,  and  covered 
at  the  back  part  with  the  usual 
product  of  inflammation.  Sero- 
purulent  fluid  was  found  in  both 
cavities  of  the  pleura.  Both 
lungs,  when  cut  into,  were  found 
very  highly  inflamed,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  upper  and  lower 
lobes."  [I  may  here  add  in  ex- 
planation, that  both  lungs  were 
most  extensively  consolidated  by 
serous  efl'usion,  red  hepatization, 
and  diff'use  tubercles,  intimately 
intermingled  ;  and  that  the  last 
morbid  deposition  was  distributed 
in  irregular  masses,  some  of  them 
of  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  so 
as  to  occupy  not  less  than  a  third 
part  of  the  entire  volume  of  the 
lungs.] 

"  The  left  eye  had  its  anterior 
part  entirely  destroyed.  Some 
of  the  humors,  [the  aqueous  hu- 
mor and  crystalline  lens,]  had  es- 


342 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


caped,  and  the  whole  organ  was 
disorganized,  and  absolutely  inca- 
pable of  recovery. 

"  Water  was  found  in  consider- 
able quantity  on  the  surface,  in 
the  cavities,  and  at  the  base  of 
the  brain.  That  organ  itself  was 
natural.  No  other  morbid  ap- 
pearance was  anywhere  ob- 
served. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  we  are  of 
opinion  that  Archibald  Campbell 
died  of  inflammation  of  the  veins 
of  the  right  arm,  and  of  inflainma- 
tion  of  the  lungs,  the  former 
caused,  according  to  the  best  of 
our  judgment,  by  the  wound  of 
the  vein  in  bleeding."  Sign- 
ed, ^'C. 

To  complete  the  medico-legal 
investigations  in  the  case,  it  only 
remains  to  mention  that  the  che- 
mical analysis  of  various  articles 
of  the  man  Campbell's  dress  was 
undertaken,  at  the  request  of  the 
authorities,  by  Dr.  Turner,  now 
professor  in  the  London  Universi- 
ty, and  myself.  The  nature  of 
the  corroding  fluid  employed  by 
the  prisoner,  might  pei  haps  have 
been  presumed  froin  the  foregoing 
particulars  of  the  evidence  ;  but 
the  public  prosecutor  considered 
it  right  not  to  leave  any  part  of 
so  novel  a  case  without  throwing 
all  the  light  possible  on  it. 

The  result  of  this  analysis  was, 
that  the  fluid  used  was  sulphuric 
acid  ;  and  a  short  report  was  ac- 
cordingly drawn  up  to  that  ef- 
fect. 

I  need  hardly  add  tliat  the  fe- 
male prisoner,  Euphemia  Lavvson, 
\vas  found  i!;uilty,  her  husl)and  not 
guilty.  She  was  consequently 
condemned  to  be  executed  ;  but 
as  it  was  the  first  condemnation 
under  a  new  statute,  her  sen- 
tence was  afterwards  commuted 
for  perpetual  banishment. 


III. 

CASE  OF  SINGULAR  TUMOR,  &;C. 

Case  of  singular  Tumor  in  the  Je- 
junum^ preceded  by  Symptoms 
resembling  Colic. 

By  E.  A.  Leonard,  M.D.,  of  Albany. 
Conimtinicaled  by  A.  U.  Stevens, 
M.D.,  Proft'ssor  of  Snrppiy,  &c., 
for  the  N.  Y.  Med.  and  Phys.  Jour. 

I  w^as  called,  on  the  23d  of  No- 
vember, 1828,  to  Mrs.  H.,  aged 
40  years,  of  sjood  constitution,  but 
whose  health  for  the  last  few 
months  has  been  declining.  Found 
her  laboring  under  the  usual  symp- 
toms of  colic  ;  bowels  constipated, 
which  she  attributes  to  the  use 
of  opium  in  a  recent  similar  at- 
tack ;  no  tension  or  tenderness  in 
any  part  of  the  abdomen.  She 
had  a  full  dose  of  opium,  followed 
by  calomel  and  other  purgatives, 
by  which  she  was  so  much  re- 
lieved on  the  27th,  that  I  did  not 
again  see  her  till  the  11th  of  De- 
cember. During  the  interval 
she  had  repeated  alvine  evacua- 
tions, but  on  the  morning  of  the 
day  last  mentioned,  was  attacked 
again  with  pain  in  the  bowels, 
which  was  severe,  and  not  con- 
fined to  any  one  portion  of  the 
abdomen,  but  passing  up  and 
across  from  the  right  iliac  to  the 
left  hypochondriac  region,  in  the 
course  of  the  colon.  This  attack 
was  attended,  like  the  preceding 
one,  by  vomiting  soon  after  any- 
thing was  received  into  the  sto- 
mach ;  she  nas  again  ordered  an 
anodyne,  succeeded  by  repeated 
doses  of  croton  oil,  castor  oil,  ca- 
lomel, and  olber  purgatives,  some 
of  which  were  retained,  and  oth- 
ers almost  immediately  rejected. 
Five  days  after  taking  the  calo- 
mel, her  mouth  became  exces- 
sively sore  ;  this  was  relieved  by 
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a  gargle  containing  pyroligneous 
acid.  Fomentations  were  applied, 
and  enemala  of  various  kinds,  sti- 
mulating, anodyne,  &c.j  adniinis- 
tei'ed,  and  tepid  water  was  also 
thrown  up  in  large  quantities. 
None  of  the  means  made  use  of 
produced  any  decided  effect.  On 
the  23d  slie  vomited  a  considera- 
ble quantity  of  fluid,  in  which  the 
smell  of  assafoetida  was  strongly 
manifest  ;  a  portion  of  the  tinc- 
ture of  that  substance  had  been 
given  in  injection  on  the  morning 
of  that  day.  At  this  time,  very 
careful  examination  discovered  a 
small  space  in  the  left  hypochon- 
driac region,  somewhat  tender 
upon  pressure  ;  this  was  quite 
limited,  not  more  than  two  inches 
in  diameter.  On  the  24th  the 
change  was  exceedingly  great, 
the  pain  had  almost  entirely  abat- 
ed, and  the  pulse,  which  previ- 
ously at  all  times  had  been  nearly 
natural,  had  now  become  ex- 
tremely weak,  and  scarcely  to 
be  enumerated  ;  there  was  also 
delirium.  Ordered  tinct.  quinine 
and  wine  ad  libitum  ;  ?he  conti- 
nued to  grow  worse,  but  did  not 


expire  until  the  27th  at  evening. 
—  Dissection  at  2,  P.  M.,  28ih.— 
Body  much  emaciated  ;  parietes 
of  the  abdomen  very  thin;  vessels 
of  the  omentum  slightly  injected  ; 
large  intestines  sound  in  every 
part  ;  some  old  adhesions,  but  no 
marks  of  recent  peritoneal  int^am- 
mation  :  on  examining  the  sjnaller 
intestines,  the  inferior  portion  of 
the  jejunum  was  found  highly  in- 
flafned,  and  on  exposing  its  cavitj", 
a  tirm,  fleshy,  or  semicartilagi- 
nous  tumor  was  discovered,  aris- 
ing from  the  muscular  and  cover- 
ed by  the  mucous  coat,  entirely 
filling  it,  and  even  putting  its  coats 
very  much  on  the  stretch  ;  being 
in  length  about  two  and  a  half 
inches.  Below  the  tumor  the 
gut  is  slightly  inflamed  and  some- 
what thickened,  but  above  it  the 
preparation  is  beautiful,  showing 
the  diff*erent  results  from  mere 
irritation  to  that  excessive  inflam- 
mation, terminating  in  death  of 
the  part.  The  whole  diseased 
portion  of  the  gut  is,  in  length, 
about  twelve  inches.  The  other 
viscera  of  the  abdomen  were  in 
their  natural  condition. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


EXPULSION  OF  TAPE-WORMS. 

Dr.  Schmidt,  of  Berlin,  has  lately 
sold  to  the  Prussian  government,  for 
the  sum  of  200  rix  dollars  per  annum, 
a  new  and  certain  mode  of  curing 
tape-worm, —  the  effects  of  whicli  had 
been  previously  exhibited  to  the  sa- 
tisficlion  of  a  committee  appointed 
to  investigate  the  subject.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  prescription  with 
which  Dr.  S,  commences  his  opera- 
tions : — 


R.  Rad.  Valerian,  3vi. 

Fol.  Sennae,  3ij.    M.  et  infus.  ia 

Aq.  Bull.  3  vj.  Adde 

*Natr.  Sulphur.  Crystal.  3»j« 

Syr.  ManniE,  g  ij. 

tElsEosacch.  Tanaceti,  3  ij.  M. 

Of  this  mixture,  two  tablespoonfuls 
are  to  be  taken  in  the  morning  fast- 
ing, and  repeated  every  two  hours. 


*  We  take  this  to  mean  the  Sulphate 
of  Soda. 

t  A  saccharine  preparation  of  the  Oil 
of  Tansy,  not  introduced  iu  our  pharma- 
copoeias. 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  patient  drinks 
freely  of  coffee  well  sweetened  with 
sugar,  in  order  to  deprive  the  worm 
of  its  mucous  envelop,  and  to  chase 
it  to  the  lower  part  of  the  canal. 
The  mixture  is  continued  until  7  in 
the  evening.  At  noon  the  patient 
takes  a  potage  clair  a  la  farine," 
and  a  few  morsels  of  herring  with 
the  roe  ;  at  8,  P.  M.,  a  salad  of  her- 
rings hashed  up  with  ham,  an  onion, 
and  plenty  of  oil  and  sugar.  The 
above  treatment  always  causes,  dur- 
ing the  first  day,  the  expulsion  of 
numerous  fragments  of  the  worm, 
and  in  some  instances  has  expelled 
the  whole.  At  6  the  next  morning, 
Dr.  S.  commences  the  use  of  the 
following  pills  ;  — 

R.  Assafoelid. 

Extr.  Giamin.  aa  3'U« 
*rulv.  GuttGe, 

Rad.  Rhei, 
"    Jalap,  aa  3ij. 
"  Ipecac. 
Fol.  Di^.  Fnrp. 
tSulph.  Stib.  Aurant.  aa  Qss. 
Subm.  Hyd.  9  ij. 
Olei  'I  anacer.  iEth. 
"  Anisi  JFAh.  aa  gtt.  xv.    M.  fiant 
pil.  pond.  gr.  ij. 

Six  of  those  are  to  be  taken  hour- 
ly, with  a  tablespoonfiil  of  castor  oil 
during  the  first  interval,  and  coffee 
well  sweetened  in  the  following  ones. 
This  is  continued  till  the  worm  is 
expelled,  which  usually  happens  by 
two  o'clcck  in  the  afternoon.  If 
the  expulsion  takes  place  very  slow- 
ly, the  oil  may  be  repeated  at  other 
intervals  after  the  first.  At  noon 
the  patient  takes  only  broth,  and  at 
evening  *^  un  potage  au  pain  ou  a  la 

*  The  whole  officinal  title  of  this  arti- 
cle is  Pulv.  Resin.  Garnbog.  Guttac.  It 
is  a  drastic  purgative. 

t  Perhaps  the  Sulphuret.  Antimon. 


farine,"  with  fresh  butter  and  sugar. 
To  prevent  relapse,  there  is  subse- 
quently ordered,  from  time  to  time, 
a  salad  of  herrings,  with  horseradish, 
vinegar  and  sugar  ;  and  a  few  doses 
of  the  pills  may  be  taken  every  week. 
After  the  treatment,  the  patient  is 
directed  to  adopt  a  diet  of  good  soup, 
chickens,  pigeons,  &c.,  and  to  take 
daily  a  few  doses  of  some  bitter  me- 
dicine. 

If  the  presence  of  taenia  is  suspect- 
ed merely  without  being  proved,  the 
patient  takes  in  the  evening  a  salad 
of  herrings,  which  is  followed  by  a 
copious  draught  of  sweetened  water; 
and  the  next  morning  fasting  the 
following  powder  : — 

R.  Pulv.  Rad.  Jalap,  ^r.  xv. 

*Sem.  Cinffi,  9  ss. 
"  Giittse, 
Hyd.  Mur.  Mit.  aa  ^r.  vi. 
Elacosac.  tanac.  5  i-  M. 

This  powder  is  followed  by  coffee 
taken  as  above,  or  by  rich  s(»up. 
These  means  produce  abundant 
stools,  in  which  are  found  fragn)ents 
of  the  worm,  if  any  exist,  and  some- 
times the  worm  entire.  If,  however, 
the  existence  of  this  is  ascertained, 
recourse  is  had  to  the  treatment 
above  mentioned,  with  a  view  to  its 
complete  removal. 

This  treatment  is  contraindicated 
in  pregnancy,  at  the  menstrual  pe- 
riods, in  phthisis,  hemorrhoids,  and 
extreme  debility  from  old  age  or 
other  causes.  01'  1()(3  persons  treat- 
ed by  Dr.  Schmidt,  only  15  were  men. 
The  cases  of  a  single  worm  amount- 
ed to  twenty  ;  while  in  the  others 

*  This  article  is  introduced  into  the 
Pharmacop.  Lond.  as  Seinin.  Santonici, 
but  not  considered  as  entitled  to  much 
confidence. 
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the  number  varied  from  two  to  nine. 
The  largest  number  in  any  one  case 
was  sevefiteeji.  These  occurred  in  a 
female  18  years  of  age,  and  were  of 
considerable  size. 


CONSEQUENCES  OF  A  FALL, 

Or  a  Specimen  of  German  Physio- 
logy. 

A  German  doctor  tells  a  story  of 
himself,  which,  if  not  intended  for  a 
hoax,  is  a  very  curious  one.  By  a 
fall  on  the  floor  from  a  small  height, 
lie  bruised  the  great  trochanter  of 
the  right  side.  There  was  neither 
fracture  nor  luxation,  yet,  after  seven 
months  had  elapsed,  he  was  still  able 
to  walk  only  by  the  aid  of  crutches. 
Immediately  after  the  fall,  he  expe- 
rienced a  marked  aversion  for  many 
articles  of  diet  of  which  he  was  pre- 
viously very  fond,  such  as  sugar, 
milk,  and  wine  ;  while  others,  wliich 
he  had  before  disliked,  became  at 
once  agreeable, — as  beer  and  vegeta- 
ble acids.  The  fall  was  also  follow- 
ed by  obstinate  constipation.  The 
author  attributes  these  phenomena  to 
a  concussion  of  the  spinal  marrow, 
which  might  have  resulted  from  the 
fall. 


IMPERFECT  VISION. 

An  Account  of  two  Cases  of  Insen- 
sihility  of  the  Eye  to  certain,  of  the 
Hays  of  Color.    By  Hugh  Col- 

QUHUUN,  M.D. 

In  the  first  of  these,  the  individual 
was  incapable  of  distinguishing  be- 
tween red  and  a  certain  shade  of 
green,  wliile  other  shades  of  the  lat- 
ter color  were  easily  recognized. 
By  candle  light  all  yellows  appeared 
white;  crimson  had  the  ap{)earance 


of  scarlet ;  pale  green  of  blue  ;  orange 
of  a  dirty  red.  In  the  second  case, 
the  vision  was  equally  inaccurate, 
and  this  inaccuracy  extended  itself 
to  nearly  all  the  varieties  of  color. 
When  lliese  were  removed  to  a  con- 
siderable distance,  the  power  of  dis- 
crimination seemed  to  cease  entirely, 
except  so  far  as  the  individual  was 
able  to  feel  that  they  belonged  to- 
yellow  among  the  light,  or  to  blu& 
among  the  dark  colors.  Persons 
were  not  easily  recognized  by  their 
features,  though  readily  known  on 
speaking.  In  neither  of  these  cases, 
was  the  disease  hereditary. 


COLICA  PICTONUM. 

Eight  cases  of  this  disease  are  re-< 
ported  by  M.  Jacobi,  physician  to  a 
white  lead  manufactory  at  Sfrasburg, 
who  appears  to  have  paid  particular 
attention  to  its  symptoms  and  treat-- 
nient.  In  the  first  of  these  cases,, 
castor  oil  and  purgative  clysters  hav- 
ing been  employed  to  no  purpose^ 
tartar  emetic  was  prescribed  in  con-^ 
junction  with  cream  of  tartar,  so  as. 
to  produce  free  von)iiing,  which  was 
followed  by  purging.  In  the  second 
case,  the  treatment  consisted  in  the 
exhibition  of  calomel  and  opium,, — 
ten  grains  of  the  former  to  one  of 
the  latter  every  two  hours.  This 
produced  some  evacuations  after  the 
third  dose.  The  third  was  cured  in 
like  manner.  In  the  fourth,  croton 
oil  was  given, — first  one  and  then 
two  drops, — but  without  active  purg- 
ing. A  clyster,  containing  two  drops 
of  the  oil,  was  then  given,  which 
brought  away  some  scybalee.  Next 
day  the  croton  was  again  given,  with 
the  addition  of  opium  ;  and  this,  as- 
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sisted  by  clysters,  speedily  producpd 
evacuations.  A  return  of  the  colic 
nriade  it  necessary  to  repeat  the  clys- 
ters on  the  following  day  ;  afier 
which,  permanent  relief  followed. 
In  the  fifth  case,  calomel  and  opium 
were  given  as  above,  but  did  not  af- 
fect the  bowels  till  after  the  seventh 
dose,  that  is,  when  seventy-two  grains 
of  the  former  had  been  taken,  and 
seven  of  the  latter.  Some  evacua- 
tions then  followed  ;  but  the  symp- 
toms returning  next  day,  the  same 
treatment  was  adopted,  and  carried 
again  to  the  same  extent.  Some 
ptyalism  followed,  but  disappeared 
again  in  a  few  days,  and  he  had  no 
more  colic.  In  the  sixth  case,  two 
grains  of  opium  were  given  daily, 
with  purgative  clysters.  An  ano- 
dyne plaster  was  also  employed,  but 
with  what  effect  on  the  symptoms  is 
not  stated.  The  seventh  case  was 
complicated  with  incomplete  paraly- 


sis. After  the  colic  had  been  re- 
moved by  calomel  and  opium,  the 
weakness  of  the  limbs  was  treated 
by  tepid  bath  and  purgatives,  and 
disappfiared  in  twelve  days.  The 
eighth  was  a  case  of  neuralgia,  pro- 
ducing acute  pain,  which  extended 
from  the  sacrum  to  the  foot,  follow- 
ing the  peroneal  edge  of  the  leg. 
Calomel  and  opium  were  ordered  as 
above,  and  the  neuralgia  ceased  on 
the  second  day. 

In  all  the  above  cases,  constipa- 
tion of  several  days  continuance  had 
preceded  the  colic.  The  facts  stated 
seem  to  warrant  a  conclusion  in  fa- 
vor of  combining  opium  with  cathar- 
tics in  the  treatment  of  this  disease. 
The  circumstance  mentioned  in  con- 
nection with  the  sixth  case,  of  144 
grains  of  calomel  taken  in  the  course 
of  two  days,  and  ft)llowed  only  by 
slight  ptyalism,  is  not  a  little  re- 
markable. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JULY  14,  1829. 


EPIDEMIC  ECZEMA. 

An  eczematous  eruption  is  now  ex- 
tremely prevalent  in  this  city  and 
vicinity.  It  made  its  first  appear- 
ance during  the  past  summer,  when 
it  yielded  to  remedies  with  tolerable 
readiness.  As  the  cool  weather  ad- 
vanced it  became  gradually  more 
rare,  and  almost  escaped  notice  in 
the  winter.  For  the  last  four  months 
it  has  reappeared  with  increased  vio- 
lence, and  affects  equally  persons  of 
every  age  and  of  every  class.  Clean- 
liness and  good  living  are  assailed  as 
oflen  as  poverty  and  personal  neg- 
lect ;  nor  do  external  agents  of  any 


description  appear  to  have  much  ef- 
fect in  promoting  or  removing  the 
disease. 

The  eruption  generally  appears  in 
the  form  of  small  pimples  surround- 
ed by  an  inflamed  base,  and  without 
any  previous  derangement  of  the 
system.  The  itching  is  so  intense 
as  entirely  to  deprive  the  patient  of 
the  command  of  his  hands,  and 
scratching  does  not  appear  to  be 
productive  of  that  satisfaction  which 
it  gives  in  ordinary  cases  ;  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  followed  by  a  sense 
of  smarting  scarcely  less  disagreeable 
than  the  previous  formication.  Many 
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persons  afflicted  with  this  epidemic 
are  ohlig^d  hy  it  to  pass  night  after 
night  in  walking  their  chambers,  and 
in  other  fruitless  endeavors  to  alle- 
viate the  cutaneous  irritation. 

When  the  heads  of  the  pimples 
are  abraded,  a  thin  dark-colored 
scab  is  formed,  which  is  closely  at- 
tached to  the  skin,  and  removed  by 
very  slow  degrees,  leaving  a  slight 
discoloration  that  disappears  in  a 
few  weeks  or  months, according  to  the 
violence  of  the  disease.  This  erup- 
tion is  seen  in  various  stages  in  the 
same  individual  at  the  same  lime, — 
new  vesicles  coming  out  as  former 
ones  disappear.  The  general  health 
is  not  usually  affected  ;  the  primae 
viae  are  not  deranged  ;  and  were  it 
not  for  the  terrible  and  incontrollable 
itching  which  torments  the  patient 
at  all  hours,  he  would  scarcely  think 
it  worth  his  while  to  seek  medical 
assistance. 

The  seat  of  this  disease  is  usually 
the  trunk,  particularly  around  tho 
abdomen  and  chest,  and  the  neck. 
The  extremities  are  sometimes  af- 
fected, and  still  more  seldom  the 
face.  In  one  very  bad  case,  howe- 
ver, which  is  now  under  our  charge, 
it  extended  over  the  face  pretty  co- 
piously, and  was  very  fully  and 
thickly  developed  on  the  tongue  and 
internal  lining  of  the  mouth,  throat, 
and  fauces.  In  a  short  time  a  diar- 
rhoea came  on,  attended  with  con- 
siderable pain  and  producing  great 
debility  ;  and  it  was  altogether  pro- 
bable that  this  symptom  was  occa- 
sioned by  an  extension  of  the  erup- 
tion to  the  mucous  coat  of  the  sto- 
mach and  bowels.  This  patient  is 
in  the   ninth   month  of  pregnancy, 


and  is  doing  well.  No  case  has 
come  to  our  knowledge  in  which  the 
pahns  of  the  hands,  or  the  analogous 
structure  on  the  feet,  have  become 
the  seat  of  this  eruption. 

It  will  be  easily  imagined  that  the 
intense  itching  which  characterizes 
this  complaint  from  its  earliest  stages, 
renders  it  extremely  difficult  for  the 
physician  to  discover  a  pinjple  at  so 
early  a  stage  as  to  judge  what  is  the 
precise  nature  of  the  complaint. 
The  heads  are  usually  torn  off  long 
before  the  patient  has  time  to  exhibit 
himself ;  hence  the  doubt  which  ex- 
ists with  many  practitioners  whether 
the  disease  be  a  Lichen  or  Eczema, 
In  some  cases  it  n)ay  perhaps  assume 
the  form  of  the  one,  and  yet  be  dis- 
tinctly vesicular  in  others.  In  seve- 
ral instances,  however,  in  which  we- 
have  examined  the  eruption  as  it  be- 
gan to  show  itself,  a  drop  of  semi- 
limpid  matter  has  been  discerned  in 
each  pimple  ;  and,  placing  this  fact 
in  connection  with  the  usual  course 
of  the  disease,  and  its  frequency 
among  children  as  well  as  adults,  we 
may  set  it  down  with  tolerable  confi- 
dence as  an  Epidemic  Eczeu)a. 

In  some  cases  it  has  appeared  to 
be  contagious,  and  in  others  frequent 
contact  has  failed  to  communicate  it. 
The  evidence  on  this  point  is,  so 
far  as  our  own  observation  and  that 
of  our  friends  has  gone,  insufficient 
to  warrant  any  decided  opinion. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  we 
have  little  to  offer.  The  predomi- 
nant symptom  has  frequently  given 
rise  to  the  suspicion,  in  the  mind  of 
the  patient,  that  his  disease  was  the 
itch,  and  sulphur  ointment  has  been 
resorted  to  ;  but  whenever  the  erup- 
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tion  has  disappeared  the  use  of 
this  or  any  other  local  application, 
the  consequence  has  been  a  greater 
ar  Jess  degree  of  nausea,  vertigo,  and 
igeneral  febrile  excitement.  Such 
applications  should  therefore  be  dis- 
carded from  the  treatment  of  the 
disease,  or  used  only  with  such  pre- 
cautions as  the  judgment  of  the  phy- 
sician will  suggest. 

Such  very  general  and  brief  notice 
of  this  distressing  epidemic,  which  is 
not  confined  to  the  city,  but  spreads 
widely  in  the  neighboring  country, 
we  have  considered  due  to  our  read- 
ers, many  of  whom  are  aware  of  the 
obstinacy  with  which  it  resists  the 
•most  powerful  remedies.  When 
further  experience  has  thrown  more 
light  on  the  subject,  a  njore  detailed 
account  niay  be  expected.  Medical 
Jiistory  furnishes  us  but  little  infor- 
fination  respecting  it,  the  only  notice 
■we  have  been  able  to  find  of  any  si- 
milar epidemic  being  contained  in 
ihe  works  of  Hoffman,  published  in 
ihe  year  1729. 

THE  SENSES 

Subject  to  a  Variety  of  Functional 
Modifications. 

Among  our  Sketches  will  be  found 
an  account  of  two  persons  in  whom 
the  power  of  distinguishing  different 
colors  from  each  other  is  defective. 
This  kind  of  deviation  from  perfect 
vision  is  by  no  means  rare,  ami  many 
cases  are  on  record  where  it  existed 
in  greater  degree  than  in  Itie  cases  of 
Dr.  Colqidioun.  Mr.  Iladdard  men- 
tions an  instance  of  a  Mr.  Harris 
who  confounded  all  the  dark  colors 
with  black,  and  all  the  light  colors  with 
white,  so  that  he  knew  in  fact  only 


black  and  white.  A  brother  of  this 
Harris  always  mistook  orange  for 
green,  and  in  another  brother  the 
defect  was  still  greater. — The  history 
of  a  case  may  be  foutid  in  the  Philo- 
sophical Transactions,  in  which  full 
reds  and  full  greens  appeared  always 
alike. — In  Dr.  Brewster's  Encyclo- 
pedia there  is  an  account  of  a  Mr. 
Tucker,  who  had  no  power  of  dis- 
tinguishing orange  from  green  or 
blue  from  pink; — Mr.  Dalton,  the 
chemist,  has  the  same  incapacity  for 
distinguishing  blue  from  pink,  and 
the  red  in  the  solar  spectrum  is 
scarcely  visible  to  him  ;  and  a  cele- 
brated historical  painter,  in  our  own 
city,  has  a  peculiaritj  in  judging  of 
colors,  which  is  equally  remarkable 
and  inconvenient. — In  the  memoirs 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
is  described  the  case  of  a  geritleman 
who  could  see  but  four  colors,  viz. 
white,  yellow,  grey,  and  light  blue  ; 
and  Dr.  Nichols  relates  an  anecdote 
of  a  soldier,  who,  having  purchased 
a  uniform  coat  and  waistcoat  oihlue, 
selected  breeches  of  red^  thinking 
them  a  perfect  match.  These  and 
other  cases  come  to  us  with  the  best 
aiuhority,  and  in  many  of  them  the 
defect  has  appeared  to  be  hereditary. 

Touching  an  explanation  of  these 
phenomena,  different  philosophers 
have  viewed  the  subject  in  different 
lights  ;  an  explanation  which  has 
been  perfectly  clear  to  some  minds, 
others  have  not  been  able  to  com- 
prehend ;  and  defects  of  reasoning 
have  been  easily  distinguished  by- 
one  philosopher,  which  another  has 
had  no  power  of  discerning. — -The 
vitreous  humor  has  been  supposed 
by  some  to  have  a  shade  of  blue,  by 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL.  349 


which  the  red  light  is  absorbed  be- 
fore it  reaches  the  retina,  and  so  on. 
The  fibres  of  the  retina  which  per- 
ceive certain  coh)rs,  are  thought  by 
others  to  be  partially  or  wholly  pa- 
ralyzed ;  and  a  third  class,  who  sup- 
pose that  rays  of  light  pass  through 
the  retina  and  are  reflected  back, 
before  perception,  by  the  choroid 
coat,  attribute  the  phenomena  we 
have  alluded  to,  to  a  modifying  shade 
of  color  in  the  retina  itself.  Which- 
ever theory  we  adopt,  the  explana- 
tion appears  plausible,  and  whether 
we  regard  the  supposed  cause  of  the 
defect  in  question,  or  the  analogy  of 
the  other  senses,  it  is  on  the  whole 
somewhat  remarkable  that  these  pe- 
culiarities of  vision  are  not  more 
frequent. 

The  same  articles/ee/  hot  to  some 
persons  that  feel  cold  to  others,  and 
there  is  every  grade  of  this  percep- 
tion between  the  two  extremes.  The 
peculiarities  of  taste  are  proverbial  ; 
what  to  some  is  agreeable,  is  nau- 
seous to  others,  and  what  is  decided- 
ly pleasant  or  disgusting  to  the  pa- 
late of  one,  is  often  perfectly  taste- 
less to  another.  So  also  with  the 
sense  of  hearing.  The  perception 
of  sounds  differs  greatly  in  different 
individuals.  Even  among  those  la- 
boring under  ordinary  deafness^  some 
will  hear  a  shrill  voice  scarcely  raised 
above  its  usual  tone,  whilst  a  louder 
voice  is  scarcely  audible,  although 
raised  very  considerably  ;  and  vice 
versa.  The  note  of  the  common  tick^ 
or  death-watch,  as  it  is  tremblingly 
called  by  the  superstitious,  is  dis- 
tinctly heard  by  some  ears,  whilst  to 
others  equally  near,  and  having  an 
equal  acuteness  of  hearing  ordinary 


sounds,  it  is  wholly  inaudible  on  the 
closest  attention.  Dr.  VVoUaston 
says  ho  has  met  with  several  [)erson.s. 
"  who  never  could  hear  the  squeak 
of  a  bat ;  with  some  who  never  heard 
the  chirping  of  the  house  cricket  ; 
and  with  one  gentleman  who  never 
heard  the  chirping  of  the  common 
house  sparrow  although  their  com- 
panions could  perceive  these  sotrnds 
very  distinctly. 

Thus  do  the  capabilities  of  th» 
other  senses  differ  in  different  per- 
sons ;  and  this  fact  would  seem  to 
favor  the  explanation  which  appears, 
at  first  view,  the  least  probable  of 
the  three  spoken  of,  viz.  :  that  the 
defect  of  perceiving  certain  colors- 
must  depend  on  some  modificatiorj'y 
perhaps  paralysis,  of  the  nerves  ori- 
ginally designed  to  receive  the  im»- 
pression.  This  subject  is,  however,, 
but  very  imperfectly  understood,  and" 
offers  a  wide  and  an  inviting  field 
for  the  observation  and  ingenuitj^ 
of  the  physiologist. 


PRESCRIPTIONS. 

The  following  prescriptions  are  fran» 
the  Provincial  Medical  Gazette. 

Nervous  Toothach  Liniment, 
Aromatic  spirit  of  anmionia,  2 
ounces  ;  gum  opiuni,  1  drachm.  Dis- 
solve the  opium  in  the  spirit  by  ma- 
ceration. The  affected  tooth,  as 
well  as  those  in  the  upper  and  lower 
maxilla,  to  be  well  rubbed  with  the 
liniment  every  two  or  three  hours 
during  the  paroxysms. 
Or,- 

Camphor,  2  drachms,  dissolved  m 
spirits  of  terebinth,  1  ounce;  to  be 
applied  as  the  former  liniment. 

Camphor,  1  dracbm,  dissolved  in 
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spirit  of  wine  ;  rectified  aetlier,  1 
ounce;  oil  of  cajeput,  2  drachms. 
Mix  to  make  a  liniment;  to  heap- 
plied  as  directed  above. 

Tooihacli  with  Caries  and  Exposure 
of  the  Nerve. 
Powder  of  gum  arabir,  half  a 
drachm  ;  tincture  of  myrrh  ;  com- 
pound tir)cture  of  benzoin  ;  of  each 
iialf  an  onrice:  oil  of  cinnamon,  five 
drops  ;  wine  of  opium,  three  drachms. 
Mix  to  n)ake  a  liniment,  to  be  intro- 
duced into  the  cavity  of  the  affected 
tooth. 

The  resinous  gums  of  this  compo- 
sition being  separated,  form  a  com- 
plete coating  to  the  exposed  surface, 
which  protects  it  in  a  great  degree 
from  the  irritation  produced  by  ex- 
traneous substances.  This  liniment 
should  likewise  be  extensively  and 
freely  applied  to  all  the  teeth  and 
gums. 

Rheumatic  Vootliach  unconnected 
loith  Caries. 

Powdered  leaves  of  ()yrethrum,  1 
drachm  ;  mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  a 
sufficient  quantity  to  niake  a  paste. 
Divide  it  into  twelve  portions.  Take 
<:>no  into  the  mouth  occasionally,  and 
let  it  remain  till  dissolved.  To  be 
used  in  cf)njunclion  with  the  lini- 
ment, and  an  aperient  dose  with 
.colchicum. 

Liniment. — Camphorated  spirit  of 
wine,  3  drachn)s  ;  liquor  of  ammonia, 
10  drops  ;  wine  of  opiuni,  1  drachm. 
Mix  to  form  a  li«iiment,  to  be  rubbed 
on  the  outside  of  the  cheek  of  the  af- 
fected side  three  or  four  times  daily. 

Injl animator 2/  Toothach.with  Caries. 

Hydrocyanic  acid,  1  drop  ;  to  bo 
placed  in  the  carious  excavation  after 
lancinjT  the  gum  freely. 

The  following  remedy  has  obtain- 
ed great  rej)ute  on  the  Continent  : — 

Extract  of  henbane,  1  draclim  ; 
gum  opiiHT),  half  a  draohm  ;  extract 
of  belladonna,  and  caaq)hor,  of  each 
6  grains  ;  oil  of  cajeput,  and  tincture 
of  canth  irides,  of  each  8  drops.  To 
be  mix(!d  into  a  paste,  with  which 
tlje  decayed  tooth  is  to  be  filled. 


RuspinVs  Tincture. 

Florentine  iris  root,  8  ounces ; 
powdered  cloves,  1  ounce  ;  amber- 
gris, 1  scruple  :  spirits  of  wine,  2 
pints.  Macerate  for  fourteen  days, 
and  strain  for  use. 

This  application  we  have  used 
with  great  relief  where  the  teeth 
have  evinced  tenderness  on  inhaling 
atmospheric  air,  or  on  the  application 
of  cold  liquids,  such  as  occasionally 
takes  place  after  the  operation  of 
scaling. 

Chevalier'^s  Unguent  for  Cancer. 
Flowers  of  digitalis,  one-sixth  part ; 
fresh  butter,  five  parts  :  to  be  pre- 
pared by  boiling  until  the  leaves  are 
crisp,  and  th"n  strain.  Mr.  Cheva- 
lier has  found  this  application  very 
efficacious  in  diminishing  the  activity 
of  cancerous  ulceration. 

Chevalier'' s  Unguent  for  Acute 
Rheumatic  Inflammation. 

Extract  of  belladonna,  from  an 
eighth  to  a  fourth  ;  oil  of  lavender, 
six  drops  ;  lard,  two  ounces  :  mix. 
The  parts  affected  to  be  rubbed  with 
this  ointment  only  until  the  pain  be- 
gins to  abate,  and  left  upon  it  after- 
wards only  while  the  pain  continues 
to  be  present. 

Sir  Henry  Halfordh  Ointment  for 
Hcenwrrhoids. 
Ointment  of  nitrate  of  mercury, 
almond  oil,  of  each  equal  parts;  mix 
in  a  porcelain  mortar  :  to  be  applied 
to  the  parts  two  or  three  times 
daily. 

Sir  Gilbert  Blane''s  3Iixture  for 
Red  Gravel. 
Cinnamon  water,  two  ounces ; 
mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  two  ounces  ; 
clarified  honey,  one  ounce  and  a 
h;df;  solution  of  potash,  three 
drachms  ;  wine  of  opium,  forty  drops; 
to  which  may  be  occ;isionally  added 
two  drachujs  of  the  compound  spirit 
of  juniper  :  take  two  large  spoonsful 
three  times  a  day  in  a  cup  of  barley 
water.  Sir  G.  Blane  has  prescribed 
this,  we  uiidcrsland,  with  great  ad- 
vantage, fur  a  high  personage. 
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Sir  William  Knighton^s  Pills  for 
lied  Gravel. 
Dried  carbonate  of  soda,  hard 
soap,  of  each  a  drachm  ;  extract  of 
uva  nrsi,  one  scruple  :  mix  to  make 
thirty  pills.  Two  to  be  taken  three 
times  a  da}'. 

Vance^s,  (late  of  Haslar  Hospital,) 
Stomachic  Mixture  for  Dyspepsi(t. 
Sulphate  of  quinine,  twelve  grains  ; 
diluted  sulphuric  acid,  two  drachms; 
tincture  of  orange  peel,  one  ounce 
and  a  half ;  tincture  of  hops,  half  an 
ounce  :  mix.  A  dessert  spoonful  to 
be  taken  in  a  glass  of  tepid  water 
half  an  hour  before  breakfast  and 
dinner  daily.  It  is  an  elegant  and 
grateful  preparation,  and  very  bene- 
ficial when  a  sense  of  distension  and 
flatulence  is  experienced  after  eating. 

Dr.  3JiddIeton's^  (late  of  Sojitliamp- 
ton,)  Aperient  for  Children, 
Take  of  senna  leaves,  one  drachm 
and  fifteen  grains  ;  manna,  one 
ounce  ;  supertartrale  of  potash,  forty- 
five  grains  ;  boiling  water,  eiglit 
ounces  :  macerate  for  two  hours,  and 
strain.  This  mixture,  in  the  dose  of 
three  or  four  spoonsful,  is  moderate- 
ly aperient,  and,  from  its  being  ex- 
tremely palatable,  it  may  be  conve- 
niently administered  to  children 
where  there  is  difficidty  in  getfing 
them  to  take  medicine  that  may  be 
somewhat  nauseous. 


Menorrhagia. — The  leaves  of  the 
red  holyhock,  made  into  a  conserve, 
are  said  to  be  an  effectual  remedy 
for  this  complaint.  This  is  the  pro- 
per season  for  gathering  them. 


Poiver  of  the  Will  over  certain 
Muscles. — It  is  said  of  Fuseli,  a  cele- 
brated painter,  that  he  had  the  power 
of  ejecting  the  contents  of  iiis  sto- 
mach at  will,  and  without  nausea. 
When  a  dinner  or  any  particular  ar- 
ticle of  food  disturbed  his  digestion, 
he  would  retire  and  th.row  it  off  vvilh 
great  ficiliiy.  There  are  few  per- 
sons who  possess  such  power  over 


the  mt]scles  concerned  in  the  process 
of  vomiting. 


Journal  of  Humanity. — A  weekly 
newspa[)er  with  this  lith^  has  been 
recently  conimenced  at  Andover,  in 
this  Slate,  it  is  devoted  to  the  Sup- 
pression of  Inlemperauce,  and  con- 
taitis  many  interesting  and  useful  es- 
says on  topics  connected  with  this 
subject.  The  nuu)bers  which  we 
have  seen  of  this  journal,  contain 
njore  oriainal  isiatter,  we  should 
judge,  than  any  other  newspaper 
printed  in  this  country.  We  reconi- 
mend  the  work  to  the  profession,  as 
containing  many  good  prescriptions 
for  preventing  the  use  and  removing 
the  effects  of  one  of  the  most  nox- 
ious poisons  which  can  be  introduced 
into  the  animal  systen>. 


TO  THE  FACULTY. 

The  Editor  will  be  happy  to  re- 
ceive more  frequent  Communications 
on  subjects  interesting  to  the  Profes- 
sion. As  this  Journal  is  not  con- 
nected i/)ith,  or  devoted  to  the  interest 
of  any  school,  party  or  institution, 
this  invitation  is  intended  to  be  u?ii- 
versal.  It  is  addressed,  however, 
more  particularlylto  the  Subscribers, 
and  to  the  medical  and  surgical  oifi- 
errs  of  Hospitals  and  other  Public 
Institutions  ;  for  ainong  the  former 
are  the  inoat  intelligent  and  talented 
members  of  the  Profession  in  New 
England  and  many  other  States — 
and  at  Public  Medical  Establish- 
ments peculiar  opportunities  are  of- 
fered for  extensive  experiment  and 
observation,  the  result  of  ivhich  must 
be  particularly  valuable  to  the  Medi- 
cal Practitioner. 


REPORT  OP   DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 
The  week  ending  July  3,  at  noon. 

Of  abscess  on  the  brain,  1 — consumption,  2 
— dropsy,  2 — dropsy  in  the  head,  1— infantile, 
2 — inflammation  in  the  bowels,  1  —  intemper- 
ance, 1 — lung  fever,  1 — measles,  2 — palsy,  2 
—  rupture,  1 — typhous  fever,  1 — suicide.  1 — 
unknown,  3.  Aiales,  12 — females,  9.  Still- 
born, 1.    Total,  22. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


NOTICE. 

OOKSEr.LERS,  PUBLISHERS,  and 
AUTx40RS,  are  informed,  that  by 
transmitting;  to  the  Editor,  free  of  expense, 
a  copy  of  such  works  as  they  may  write 
or  publish  on  subjects  interesting:  to  the 
medical  piofessioti,  they  will  be  entitled 
to  a  notice  of  such  works  in  the  pages  of 
this  Journal. 


CARTER  &  HENDEE 

AVE  just  received  LIZARDS  ANA- 
TOMICAL PLATES,  in  12  JNos., 
cold  and  letter  press. 

Barton's  North  American  Flora,  3  vols. 

do.      Medical  Boiany,  2  vols. 
Bonaparte's  Ornithology,  3  vols. 
A  System  of  Human  Anatomy  ;  trans- 
lated from  the  4th  Edilion  of  the  French 
of  H.  Cloquet,  M.D.    By  PwOBERT  Knox, 
MA).  F.R. S.E. 


TURNER'S  CHEMISTRY,— NEW 
EDITION. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
TER MEN  DEE,— Elements  of 
IJherrTistry,  including  recent  i^iscoveries 
and  Doctrines  of  the  Science.  By  Ed- 
ward TuRNKR,  M.D.  F.R. S.E.  Second 
American  Edition. 

MANUEL  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHESCOPE. 

CARTER  Sz  HENDEE  have  recently 
published, — A  short  Treatise  on  the 
different  Methods  of  investigating  Dis- 
eases of  the  Chest.  Translated  from  the 
French  of  M.  Collins,  by  VV.  N.  Ryla.vd, 
M.D.  From  the  third  London  Edilion, 
with  Plates,  and  an  Explanatory  Intro- 
duclion,  by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society. 

In  preparing  for  the  American  press  the 
Knglish  translation  of  the  well  known  and 
highly  useful  work  of  M.  Collins,  which 
translation  has  passed  through  three  edi- 
tions in  England,  the  Editor  thinks  he  can 
render  it  more  acceptable  by  dispensing 
with  the  various  prefaces  and  introducto- 
ry remarks  which  ertcumber  the  last  edi- 
tion, and  by  substitnJing  in  their  place  an 
entirely  new  introduction,  M'hich  is  in- 


tended to  embrace  the  amount  of  all  that 
is  important  in  the  prefaces  alluded  to, 
as  well  as  that  which  is  contained  in  va- 
rious abstracts  and  reviews  which  have 
appeared  of  treatises  upon  the  diiTerent 
methods  of  investigating  thoracic  diseases, 
and  in  some  other  works  which  are  not 
generally  before  the  profession  in  this 
country. 

C.  &  Ff.  keep  constantly  for  sale  Ste- 
thescopes  of  the  most  approved  form. 

FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

COTTO  N S  &  B  A  R  N  A  R  D ,  1 S4  Wash 
ington  Street,  have  for  sale,  the  fol- 
lowing Water  Colors,  of  an  excellent 
quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  Lamber- 
tye,  (Fiance,)  viz  :  Bistre,  Raw  Cassel, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  I*ink, 
Seppia,  Violet  Lake,  Carmined  Lake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prussian  Blue,  Mineral 
Blue,  Indigo,  Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, Gamboge.  Yellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  Italian E^rlh, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth, 
Crocus  Martial,  Green  Lake,  Sanders 
Green,  Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prus- 
sian Green,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red, 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
Flake  White. 

Also — a  great  variety  of  Newman^s,  Ac- 
kerman's,  Reeves"'s  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boses  and  separate  cak'^s. 

DENTAL  SURGERY. 

TFIIS  dav  received  by  CARTER  & 
HENDEE,  No.  135,  Washington 
Street,— A  SYS  i'EM  OF  DENTAL  SUR- 
GERY.   In  three  parts. 

L  Dental  Surgery  as  a  Science. 

2.  Operative  Dental  Surgery. 

3.  Pharmacy  connected  with  Denial 
Surgery. 

By  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch,  M.D., 
Surgeon  Dentist.  Dent icum  curam  ha- 
beto  nt  bene  digeras  et  diu  vivas  ;  laxatis 
dentibus  laxantur  ct  chylaceos  officinae ; 
hinc  mille  malorum  occasiones. — Baglivi 
XIII.  March  17. 
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pels,  3  vols.  8vo.  The  most  learned 
Commentary  in  the  English  language.'" 
For  sale  by  COTTONS  &  BARNARD, 
184  Washington  Street. 
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I. 

SICKNESS  OP  DOMESTICS, 

To  whom,  in  these  Cases,  should 
the  Physician  make  his  Charges? 

There  is  great  diversity  in  the 
customs  of  different  families,  both 
in  the  manner  of  nursing  their  ser- 
vants during  illness,  and  in  dis- 
charging the  various  expenses  in- 
cidentally incurred  at  such  periods. 
This  diversity  is  a  source  of  em- 
barrassment to  the  physician  and 
the  family,  and  is  not  unfrequently 
the  cause  of  serious  and  permanent 
misunderstanding.  Some  rule 
ought  therefore  to  be  established, 
which  may  be  observed  in  such 
cases  by  all  families;  and  we  would 
propose  that  the  Faculty  adopt  a 
regulation  to  this  effect,  viz., — 
that  all  charges  for  attendance  on 
domestics  be  made  to  the  head  of  the 
family  in  which  such  domestics  re- 
side. It  is  extremely  cruel  and 
dishonorable,  in  my  apprehension, 
for  the  master  of  a  house  to  allow 
his  servants  to  pay  their  physician's 
bill.  The  payment  of  the  wages 
should  cease  during  medical  at- 
tendance, but  all  further  loss  be- 
longs to  the  family  whose  misfor- 
tune it  is  to  have  any  of  their  do- 
mestics taken  sick.  Should  any  one, 
however,  entertain  a  different  opin- 
ion, the  above  regulation  will  leave 
him  at  liberty  to  settle  the  aff*air  with 
his  servants  to  his  own  liking.  It 
only  points  out  to  the  physician  the 
course  which  he  ought  to  take. 
23 


With  these  sentiments  I  re- 
quest, Mr.  Editor,  that  you  would 
publish  in  the  Journal  the  following 
extract  from  a  work  recently  pub- 
lished, entitled  Domestic  Du- 
ties,"— a  work  which  contains  many 
useful  lessons  on  the  medical,  as 
well  as  domestic,  management  of 
the  Lying-in  room,  and  the  diet 
and  diseases  of  children. 

''A. — In  case  of  illness  among 
our  servants  what  ought  we  to  do.*^ 
B. — In  illness,  immediate  at- 
tention and  medical  advice  should 
be  aff'orded  to  them,  and  the  healthy 
servants,  generally,  should  be  en- 
couraged to  pay  as  much  attention 
as  their  time  will  permit  to  their 
invalid  fellow-creatures.  Unless 
the  state  of  the  family  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  disease  peculiarly  de- 
mand it,  I  think  that  it  is  cruel  to 
send  a  sick  servant  either  to  poor, 
confined,  and  dirty  lodgings,  where 
poverty  and  misery  stare  him  in 
the  face,  at  the  very  moment  he 
needs  those  comforts  which  his 
master's  house  might  have  aff'orded 
him  ;  or  to  have  him  carried  into 
a  hospital,  where,  finding  himself 
surrounded  by  fellows-sufferers,  in 
various  stages  of  disease  and  mor- 
tal decay,  his  heart  sinks  within 
him  at  the  sight,  and  his  recovery 
is,  perhaps,  retarded  by  the  gloomy 
impression  made  on  his  mind.  A 
little  expense,  a  little  inconvenience 
in  the  family,  and  a  little  feeling 
shown  by  a  master  or  mistress  to 
a  sick  servant,  would  generally  be 
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well  bestowed,  and  might  be  equal- 
ly well  repaid  by  his  future  faith- 
ful services. 

A.  — I  am  surprised  to  hear 
you  hint  any  censure  on  hospitals  ; 
I  have  always  thought  that,  in  case 
of  ths  ilhiess  of  a  domestic  or  of 
any  poor  neighbor,  an  hcspital  is 
the  very  best  place  to  which  he 
can  be  sent. 

B.  — It  is  far  from  my  inten- 
tion to  object  to  hospitals  generally; 
on  the  contrary,  there  are  many 
cases  that  could  not  receive  the 
same  degree  of  attention,  or  have 
such  advantages  in  medical  consul- 
tation, as  in  the  hospitals  ;  where 
also,  I  believe,  great  care  is  be- 
stowed on  the  comfort  of  every 
patient,  and  convalescence  is  pro- 
moted by  good  nursing.  By 
the  observation  I  had  previously 
made,  I  did  not  mean  to  extend 
the  censure  beyond  the  cases  of 
servants  who  are,  too  frequently, 
sent  from  the  habitations  of  splen- 
dor and  luxury  into  such  dissimilar 
scenes  ;  and  sent,  too,  when  their 
spirits  are  least  able  to  endure  the 
reverse.  But  while  I  recommend 
every  kindness  to  be  shown  to  your 
domestics  during  illness,  I  should 
not  neglect  to  caution  you  against 
listening  too  frequently  to  all  their 
little  complaints.  There  is  not, 
perhaps,  any  class  of  persons  more 
fanciful,  or  inclined  to  imagine 
themselves  more  indisposed  than 
they  really  are,  than  tlie  one  of 
which  we  are  speaking.  When  a 
servant,  hou'ever,  falls  into  dis- 
ease, the  master  is  not  only  bound 
to  see  that  he  is  properly  attended 
and  nursed,  but  the  expense  of  such 
attendance  is  as  much  a  debt  of  liis 
own,  as  are  the  sums  incurred  for 
the  maintenance  of  (he  servant. 
NothinG^  displays  greater  meanness 
than  obliging  a  servant  to  defray 
the  cKpeiise  of  medical  attendance 
out  of  his  wages." 

Yours,  &c.,  XX. 


II. 

NITRATE   OF  SILVER. 

On  the  Efficacy  of  J^itrate  of  Sil- 
ver, applied  to  Jlphthm  of  the 
Mouthy  in  a  Letter  to  Dr.  A.  H. 
^.TEVENs,  Professor  of  Surgery 
in  the  University  of  New-York. 

Sir, — I  had  the  pleasure  of  being 
present  at  your  lecture  on  Friday, 
the  14th  inst.  Among  a  variety 
of  interesting  remarks  you  then 
made,  were  several  in  relation  to 
the  use  of  lunar  caustic  in  aphthous 
affections  of  the  mouth, — ascribing, 
how^ever,  the  first  use  of  the  article 
to  a  French  gentleman.  Without 
laying  claim  to  much  originality -in 
medical  practice,  I  take  this  op- 
portunity to  state  my  own  expe- 
rience with  the  nitrate  of  silver  in 
the  disease  above  mentioned. 

About  four  years  ago  I  had  under 
my  care  a  case  of  cholera  infantum, 
which  yielded,  in  part,  to  medicinal 
agents.  The  child  became,  however, 
very  weak  and  reduced.  Aphtha? 
of  the  mouth  and  throat  made  their 
appearance,  and  finally  covered 
the  inside  of  the  month  and  tongue, 
and  obstructed  the  throat  so  that  it 
became  impossible  to  get  down 
either  nourishment  or  medicine. 

Under  these  circumstances  I 
had  recourse  to  a  strong  solution 
of  lunar  caustic.  It  is  sufficient 
to  state  that  an  immediate  altera- 
tion for  the  better  was  perceived. 
In  twenty-four  hours  the  crust  u  as 
entirely  removed.  Flakes  as  large 
as  a  shilling  in  three  or  four  hours 
became  loose,  and  were  picked  out 
by  the  child.  A  very  thin  crust 
appeared  after  the  first  was  re- 
moved, in  distinct  patches  ;  but 
they  were  removed  in  three  or 
four  days,  and  the  child  very  soon 
wanted  food  ;  and  what  was  singu- 
lar, it  ate  with  the  greatest  avidity 
cucumbers^  pickles^  &c.,  and  appa- 
rently with  benefit,  or,  at  least, 
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without  injury.  As  the  recovery 
went  on  rapidly,  considering  the 
extreme  prostration  of  the  system, 
no  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent 
the  solution  from  getting  into  the 
stomach  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
rather  to  be  desired  than  other- 
wise. 

Another  interesting  case  was 
treated  by  me  last  spring  in  the 
same  manner,  and  with  equal  bene- 
lit.  It  was  an  infant  about  a  w^eek 
old,  extremely  weak  and  feeble  ; 
so  much  so,  that  it  was  unable  to 
draw  the  breast.  Astringent  and 
other  applications  were  first  used, 
as  alum,  borax,  goldthread,  pyro- 
la,  &c.  Laxatives,  as  magnesia, 
castor  oil,  and  even  calomel  and 
rhubarb,  were  administered,  but 
the  aphthag  increased  daily,  until 
I  resorted  to  the  use  of  a  strong 
solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver. 
By  this  article  the  crust  was  re- 
moved, leaving  the  surface  beneath 
of  a  florid  red,  and  in  some  places 
slightly  ulcerated,  or  rather  in  a 
state  that  is  termed  a  raw  sur- 
face. 

This  article  seems  to  be  supe- 
rior to  every  other  for  two  reasons: 
1st,  the  rapidity  with  which  it  re- 
moves the  aphthae  ;  2d,  its  altering 
the  action  of  the  surface  to  which 
it  is  applied.  The  above  mode  of 
practice  is  my  ow^n.  I  was  led  to 
adopt  it  from  having  seen  repeat- 
edly its  good  effects  in  indolent  ul- 
cers of  the  legs,  and  in  some  cases 
of  inflammation  of  the  eye.  It  is 
likewise  my  whole  dependence  in  a 
peculiar  ulcer  of  the  nipple^  which 
has  a  resetnblance  to  aphthae  of  the 
mouth.  To  conclude,  I  remark 
that  there  are  four  surfaces  to 
which  lunar  caustic  may  be  ap- 
plied, viz.,  the  surface  of  the  eye, 
the  mouth  and  fauces,  the  nipple, 
and  the  glans  penis.  I  think  I  am 
warranted  in  making  this  conclu- 


sion,  from  my  experience  of  the 
article  in  question,  and  from  a  si- 
milarity of  structure  which  I  think 
exists  in  these  parts. 

Yours,  sir,  with  the  highest 
esteem,     E.  Emmons.* 
_  _  ^ 

III. 

VACCINATION    AND  RE-VACCINATION. 

The  prize  recently  offered  for  the 
best  dissertation  on  Smallpox,  Vario- 
loid, and  Vaccination,  has  been 
awarded  to  Dr.  Stephen  Brown,  of 
New- York.  This  dissertation  con* 
tains  as  compendious  and  clear  a 
statement  of  the  established  laws  ob- 
served by  these  diseases,  and  is  on 
the  whole  as  valuable  a  treatise  on 
the  subject,  as  we  have  seen.  The 
following  conclusions  of  Dr.  Brown 
are  of  sufficient  importance  to  claim 
the  particular  attention  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

Conclusions, 

1st.  That  the  smallpox  is  a 
disease  of  very  ancient  date,  and 
had  its  origin  in  the  east. 

2d.  That  the  character  of  this 
terrible  disease,  in  its  unmodified 
state,  has  undergone  no  change, 
since  its  description  by  Rhazes. 

3d.  That  the  successful  mode 
of  treating  the  smallpox,  during 
the  pustular  stage,  by  puncturing 
the  unripe  pustules,  as  practised 
from  the  earliest  times  by  the 
Brahmins^  was  never  adopted  by 
European  practitioners. 

4th.  That  the  varioloid  is  a 
modification  of  the  smallpox,  and 
excited,  in  the  system  of  those 
persons  who  have  received  but  a 
partial  impression  from  vaccina- 
tion, by  variolous  poison. 

5th.  That  those  persons  labor- 

*  N.  Y.  Med.  and  Phys.  Journal. 
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ing  under  the  varioloid  will  com- 
municate the  genuine,  unmodified 
smallpox  to  those  who  have  no 
protection  either  by  previous 
smallpox  or  by  vaccination  ;  and 
that  it  is  capable  of  exciting  the 
varioloid  in  persons  who  have  re- 
ceived but  a  partial  impression 
from  vaccination. 

6th.  That  the  smallpox  virus 
is  capable  of  affecting  the  inferior 
animals,  especially  during  those 
epidemic  periods  when  atmospheric 
causes  give  a  more  virulent  cha- 
racter to  the  disease,  and  occa- 
sion a  more  rapid  and  general  ex- 
tension of  its  poison. 

7th.  That  in  some,  at  least,  of 
the  feathered  tribes,  it  puts  on  a 
more  severe  and  fatal  character 
than  in  man,  and  that  in  quadru- 
peds a  much  milder  form. 

8th.  That  the  kinepox  in  the 
coio,  and  the  grease  in  the  horse ^ 
are  diseases  produced  in  these 
animals,  originally,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  variolous  poison  through 
their  system,  and  that  both  impart 
their  respective  diseases  to  the 
human  subject,  and  that  each 
proves  equally  effectual  in  pro- 
tecting the  system  against  the 
smallpox. 

9th.  That  the  modifying  effect 
which  the  smallpox  virus  receives 
in  passing  through  the  system  of 
these  animals,  appears  to  be  per- 
manent ;  as  no  change  in  its  mild 
character  is  perceptible,  after  a 
successive  operation  through  the 
human  system  for  more  than  thirty 
years. 

10th.  That  the  kinepox  has 
proved  a  complete  preventive  of 
the  smallpox,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  where  vaccination  has  been 
performed  by  regular  practition- 
ers, even  in  the  ordinary  way  of 
vaccinating   in   all  seasons,  and 


with  lymph  obtained  by  disturbing 
the  regular  progress  of  the  vac- 
cine vesicle,  which  may  be  re- 
garded as  a  dangerous  interfer- 
ence with  vaccination. 

11th.  That  those  cases  where 
smallpox  has  supervened  to  vacci- 
nation, have,  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases,  been  a  very  mild  dis- 
ease, and  seldom,  if  ever,  death 
has  occurred  under  its  influence  ; 
and  had  we  no  means  of  lessening 
this  comparative  number  of  sus- 
ceptible cases,  it  could  afford  not 
a  shadow  of  an  argument  against 
the  practice  of  vaccination. 

12th.  But  we  aver  that  these 
cases  can  be  diminished  even  to 
an  insignificant  number,  by  at- 
tending properly  to  their  true 
causes,  two  of  which,  viz.,  the 
laceration  of  the  vesicle  and  the 
phlegmatic  habit ^  have  heretofore 
been  entirely  overlooked,  there- 
fore, 

13th.  The  dry  crusts  should 
always  be  employed  for  the  pur- 
poses of  vaccination,  and  great 
caution  enjoined  that  the  vesicle  be 
not  lacerated  in  its  forming  stage. 

14th.  The  months  of  Novem- 
ber and  December  present  the 
finest  season  for  vaccinating  ;  and 
the  summer  months  should  be 
avoided. 

15lh.  All  children  of  phlegma- 
tic parents,  and  all  persons  of  the 
phlegmatic  habit  particularly, 
should  be  re-vaccinated,  or  have 
a  second  insertion^  agreeably  to 
the  method  proposed  by  Mr. 
Bryce,  and  repeated  until  a  full 
impression  be  made  upon  the  sys- 
tem ;  and  if  it  be  necessary  at  any 
time  to  take  lymph  from  the  vesi- 
cle to  vaccinate  others,  as  when 
exposed  to  the  smallpox,  a  second 
insertion  should  be  made  in  the  op- 
posite arm. 
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INFALLIBLE  CORDIALS  : 

Or,  which  shall  we  consult^  Dr. 
Swaim  or  Dr.  Potter  ? 

The  twin  stars,says  the  London  Spec- 
tator, in  the  curative  world  of  our 
Transatlantic  brethren  at  the  present 
moment,  are  Dr.  Swaim  and  Dr.  Pot- 
ter. Swaim  is  inventor  of  the  Panacea, 
Potter  of  the  Catholicon.  The  for- 
mer hoists  as  his  sign  in  the  New- 
York  Advertiser,  three  bottles  mo- 
destly ticketed  "  Swaim's  Panacea, 
Philad — a."  The  nmre  learned  and 
ambitious  Potter  has  called  mytholo- 
gy to  his  aid,  and  sports  on  his  shield 
a  Hercules  slaying  the  Hydra.  Half 
a  dozen  of  heads  are  twisting  and 
hissing  on  the  ground,  and  three  or 
four  most  truculent  looking  fellows 
are  cresting  and  cursing,  but  of  course 
to  no  purpose,  against  the  Catholicon, 
or  rather  its  emblem,  the  club  of  the 
demigod,  that  is  about  to  light  on 
their  crowns  and  stretch  them  along- 
side of  their  comrades.  Swaim  has 
but  one  case,  but  that  is  a  thumper. 
The  patient,  a  female,  about  thirty 
or  thirty-two  years  of  age, — perhaps 
thirty-three, — had  lost  the  whole  of 
one  eye  and  three-fourths  of  the 
other,  all  the  nose,  and  the  better 
part  of  the  mouth  ;  the  tongue  lucki- 
ly was  uninjured.  Or.  Swaim  was 
introduced  to  this  fragment  of  hu- 
manity ;  and,  with  the  modest  intre- 
pidity of  a  great  man,  exclaimed,  "  I 
cannot  restore  the  lost  eye  nor  re- 
place the  lost  nose, — but  I  will  cure 
the  other  eye  and  the  mouth  in  a 
twinkling!'*  He  said  it,  and  he  did 
it,  as  old  General  Fawcett  of  the 
Invincibles  has  it, — the  woman  was 
cured  !  Potter's  cases  make  up  in 
number  what  they  lack  in  length, — 


he  has  three  to  Swaim's  one.  The 
first  is  that  of  Betty  Battle,  who  had 
fought  with  a  tickling  cough  for — 
sixty-five  years  !  She  was  cured  by 
the  time  she  finished  her  third  bottle. 
The  second  case  is  Dolly  Bender's. 
Dolly  had  stooped  under  the  rheu- 
matiz  for  fifteen  years,  until  she  was 
so  bent  by  its  inflictions,  that  a  trun- 
dling hoop  was  a  straight  going 
Christian  compared  with  Dolly's  ob- 
liquity. A  couple  of  bottles  made 
Dolly  as  straight  in  the  back  as  a 
Prussian  grenadier.  The  last  case 
is  that  of  Thomas  Topkins,  whose 
sore  throat  had  kept  him  from  eating 
for — a  twelvemonth.  Topkins  top- 
ped it  over  inflammation,  and  starva- 
tion, and  a  nation  of  other  evils,  by 
the  time  he  had  topped  a  bottle.  It 
might  at  first  seem  a  matter  of  indif- 
ference to  which  of  these  great  bene- 
factors of  the  human  race  a  fellow 
who  had  a  mind  to  live  for  four  or 
five  hundred  years  had  resource, — 
but  here  comes  the  rub  :  Potter's 
patients  had  swallowed,  heaven  knows 
how  many,  bottles  of  the  Panacea, 
to  no  purpose ;  and  Swaim's  had 
gulped  down  as  many  measures  of 
the  Catholicon  with  equal  efl'ect :  so 
that  even  Swaim  may  fail,  and  Potter 
does  not  always  succeed.  There  is 
still,  however,  a  comfort  in  store, — 
if  the  one  cannot  cure  you,  the  other 
will ;  so  our  readers,  who  wish  to 
enjoy  the  mellow  wisdom  of  the 
Spectator  to  the  year  2076,  (when  it 
is  our  intention  to  resign  the  manage- 
ment of  it,)  must  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible send  to  the  original  venders  for 
a  due  supply  of  both  cordials,  and 
keep  to  that  which,  on  a  fair  trial, 
shall  best  suit  itself  to  their  respec- 
tive stomachs. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


BLISTERS  IN  ABORTION. 

Few  practitioners  are  aware  of  the 
extreme  frequency  of  abortions.  Let 
any  one  direct  his  attention  to  the 


subject,  and  make  inquiries  as  often 
as  proper  opportunities  ofler,  and  he 
will  be  surprised  how  few  women 
who  have  been  a  number  of  years 
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married,  can  tell  him  they  have  ne- 
ver miscarried.  It  is  usually  to  such 
cases  as  are  attended  with  some 
alarming  symptoms,  or  where  a  de- 
sire to  have  living  children  has  been 
often  disappointed,  that  medical  aid 
is  called.  Of  these,  it  is  chiefly  the 
latter  in  which  we  can  entertain 
much  hope  of  answering  the  full  ex- 
pectations of  our  anxious  patients. 

Among  the  means  which  have 
been  from  time  to  time  proposed  for 
breaking  up  this  morbid  habit  of 
miscarriage,  we  notice  in  the  N.  Y. 
Med.  and  Pliys.  Journal,  a  suggestion 
by  Dr.  Belden,  which  is  altogether 
novel  in  character,  and  has  been,  in 
the  opinion  of  Dr.  B.,  successful  in 
practice.  It  is  the  establishment  of 
an  issue  from  a  blistered  surface, 
to  be  coniinued  through  the  period 
of  habitual  miscarriage.  The  case 
related  in  which  this  application  was 
made,  is  a  strong  one,  but  many  such 
would  be  necessary  to  prove  the 
efficacy  of  the  practice.  The  pa- 
tient, a  lady  of  enfeebled  health,  had 
undergone  several  successive  abor- 
tions before  coming  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  B.  During  part  of  the  period 
in  which  they  occurred,  she  was  sub- 
ject to  the  efforts  of  judicious  and 
distinguished  practitioners  to  prevent 
them.  All  their  expedients  failed 
of  success,  as  did  also  those  of  Dr. 
B.,  until  he  advised  her  a  blister, 
about  the  size  of  a  half-dollar,  on  the 
leg  near  the  patella.  This  was  di- 
rected to  be  dressed  with  cabbage 
leaves,  and  subsequently  to  be  kept 
open  by  savin  cerate.  As  the  blis- 
ter discharged,  the  bearing  down 
pains  and  uneasy  sensations  about 
the  uterus  disappeared. — By  want  of 


care,  the  blister  was  allowed  after  a 
time  to  dry  up.  The  pains  now  re- 
turned, and  were  again  removed  by 
the  reapplication  of  the  blister : 
keeping  this  open  and  freely  dis- 
charging, the  lady  had  the  satisfac- 
tion, at  the  expiration  of  her  full 
time,  of  presenting  her  husband  with 
a  fine  healthy  son. 

Dr.  B.  supposes  the  blister  in  this 
case  acted  as  a  counter-irritant  ;  and 
we  should  say  his  single  illustration 
is  just  enough,  (and  it  is  all  the  Doc- 
tor seeks,)  to  encourage  a  trial  of  the 
expedient  in  other  similar  cases.  So 
small  a  blister  is  required,  that  its 
inconvenience  cannot  be  a  very  se- 
rious objection  to  the  experiment. 


REMARKABLE  HERNIA. 

A  CASE  is  recorded  in  the  Provincial 
Gazette  in  which  the  whole  of  the 
intestines  were  protruded  into  the 
scrotum.  The  hernia  was  caused  by 
an  accident  which  befel  the  patient, 
— a  laborer,  aet.  50.  He  had  been 
knocked  down  in  the  street,  and  a 
cart  laden  with  bricks  passed  over 
the  abdomen.  His  scrotum,  on  in- 
spection, was  found  to  be  of  an  enor- 
mous size,  extending  two-thirds 
downwards  between  the  thighs  ;  and 
the  skin  over  it  was  black,  and  so 
exceedingly  thin  by  over-distension, 
as  to  threaten  rupture  on  the  slight- 
est manipulation.  The  abdomen 
was  empty  and  its  integuments  flac- 
cid, and  a  line  of  ecchymosis  across 
the  umbilicus  marked  the  exact 
course  of  the  wheel  over  the  body. 
Retching,  vomiting,  syncope,  cold 
extremities  and  cold  sweats,  accom- 
panied the  severe  pain  suffered  by 
the  patient. 
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This  hernia  was  reduced,  and  af- 
ter about  three  weeks  judicious 
treatment,  the  patient  was  discharged 
from  the  hospital  cured.  He  was 
subsequently  subject  to  occasional 
attacks  of  diarrhaea,  and  was  obliged 
to  wear  constantly  a  double  truss. 

IODINE  AND  MORPHINE, 

In  the  Journal  de  Chemie  Medicale, 
we  find  several  cases  of  glandular 
enlargements  which  yielded  to  a  per- 
severing use  of  the  Iodine  and  Mor- 
phine combined,  after  the  separate 
use  of  the  Iodine  had  failed  to  excite 
the  action  of  the  absorbents.  By 
this  combination,  a  larger  quantity 
of  the  Iodine  may  be  introduced  into 
the  system  than  it  would  be  proper 
to  administer  in  its  simple  state. 


OBSTINATE  SINUSES. 

Mr.  Syme,  a  Surgeon  and  Lecturer 
at  Edinburgh,  has  published  in  the 
Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal, 
an  opinion  that  those  sinuses  which 
sometimes  prove  so  obstinate  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  pelvis,  are  occasioned 
not  by  caries,  but  by  exfoliation  of 
the  bone.  In  many  cases  he  has  de- 
tected such  exfoliation,  and  given 


great  relief  by  removing  the  osseous 
pieces.  S.jrgeons  would  do  well  to 
keep  these  facts  in  view,  since,  if  the 
true  cause  be  that  assigned  by  Mr. 
S.,  they  may,  by  dilating  the  exter- 
nal openings  of  such  sinuses,  ensure 
an  easier  and  sj)eedier  exit  for  such 
pieces  of  bone  as  may  have  sepa- 
rated. 


intermittent  fever, 

Cured  hy  Endermic  Administration 
of  Sulphate  of  Quinine. 

A  late  Italian  Journal  contains  a 
very  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  ef- 
ficacy of  this  new  method  of  solicit- 
ing the  virtues  of  remedial  agents. 
Fifteen  cases  of  tertian  agues  were 
treated  by  applying  the  Sulphate  of 
Quinine  to  blistered  surfaces,  and  in 
all  of  them  the  disease  was  overcome. 
The  arm  was  the  place  chosen  for 
the  blister,  and  the  skin  was  previ- 
ously rubbed  with  concentrated  vine- 
gar, in  order  to  secure  the  speedy 
and  thorough  action  of  the  vesicator. 
Eight  or  ten  grains  of  the  medicine, 
mixed  tvith  a  small  quantity  of  simple 
cerate,  were  then  placed  on  the  de- 
nuded surface.  In  a  few  cases  only 
was  a  second  dose  necessary. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JULY  21,  1829. 


malaria. 
This  is  a  subject  of  high  practical 
importance.  It  is  a  subject  general- 
ly but  little  understood  ;  one  which 
has  recently  excited  great  interest 
in  the  medical  profession,  and  is,  for 
v€ry  obvious  reasons,  growing  in 
importance  and  interest  among  our- 
selves.   A  late  and  highly  valuable 


work  on  this  subject,  by  Dr.  M'Cul- 
loch,  exhibits  a  summary  of  the  facts 
and  principles  considered  as  pre- 
viously established  in  regard  to  it, 
together  with  some  new  and  inge- 
nious speculations  by  the  author 
himself.  We  propose  to  present 
our  readers  with  a  brief  analysis  of 
this  work,  together  with  such  other 
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remarks  as  the  topics  introduced  may 
suggest  to  us.  If  we  find  it  impossi- 
ble to  do  tiiis  without  covering  seve- 
ral pages,  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject will  be  ample  apology  for  our 
prolixity. 

That  causes  of  disease  exist  in  the 
atmosphere,  is  a  proposition  so  clear- 
ly established  by  our  daily  experi- 
ence, that  when  stated  in  terms,  it 
comes  to  us  with  the  air  of  a  truism. 
In  many  conditions  of  the  atmosphere 
when  it  comes  in  contact  with  the  mu- 
cous passages,  it  is  well  known  to  be 
capable  of  producing  local  inflamma- 
tion ;  its  agency  in  the  production  of 
catarrh,  for  example,  quinsey,  and 
bronchitis,  is  universally  familiar. 
It  was  well  known,  however,  to  the 
ancients,  and  their  experience  has 
been  confirmed  by  that  of  modern 
times,  that  the  air  might  be,  and  in 
certain  situations  was,  impregnated 
with  noxious  qualities,  which  enabled 
it  to  produce  efiects  equally  certain, 
though  by  no  means  less  obvious  ;  and 
among  these  effects  the  most  familiar 
was  intermittent  fever  or  ague.  The 
term  mal'  aria,  borrowed  from  the 
language  of  a  country  which  abounds 
in  unhealthy  districts,  means,  in  its 
common  and  popular  acceptation, 
that  kind  of  air  which  produces  in- 
termittents  ;  and  since  this  disease  is 
most  prevalent  in  the  vicinity  of 
marshes,  it  has  been  considered  to 
mean  little  more  than  air  charged 
with  the  miasma  generated  by  these 
marshes,  and  capable  of  communi- 
cating a  malign  influence  evidenced 
by  the  occurrence  of  a  regular  inter- 
mittent. The  researches  of  later 
inquirers,  however,  and  among  oth- 
ers of  our  author  himself,  serve  to 
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show  that  this  view  of  the  subject  is 
altogether  a  narrow  and  restricted 
one  ;  that  in  the  first  place,  marshes 
properly  so  called,  are  not  the  only 
sources  of  miasma ;  and,  secondly, 
that  the  efiect  of  this  miasma  is  not 
confined  to  the  production  of  inter- 
mittent fever,  but  extends  to  a  great 
variety  of  disease.    The  most  fami- 
liar sense  of  the  word  marsh,  is  that 
of  a  tract  of  low  meadow  land  inca- 
pable of,  or  not  having  received,  any 
drainage,  and  having  been  inundated 
by  the  rains  of  the  winter  and  spring, 
gradually  dries  during  the  heat  of 
summer.    But  in  fact  the  immediate 
cause  of  miasma  is  one  which  is  not 
peculiar  to  the  stale  of  things  just 
described.    This  cause  is  no  other 
than  the  contact  of  decaying  vegeta- 
hie  matter  with  water,  under  a  certain 
elevation  of  temperature.    The  pre- 
valent notion  that  fresh  water  alone 
aids  in  the  decomposition  of  vegeta- 
ble matter,  and  that  this  process  is 
prevented  or  retarded  by  the  pre- 
sence of  salt,  is  proved  to  be  ill 
founded,  and  therefore  does  not  im- 
pair the  universality  of  the  above 
expression. 

We  have  then  three  circumstances 
only  which  are  requisite  in  order  to 
produce  miasm,  viz.,  warmth,  the 
presence  of  water,  and  vegetable 
matter  tending  to  decay.  Now  theso 
causes  may  be  combined  in  other 
situations  than  those  to  which,  by 
popular  consent,  is  attached  the  title 
of  marsh.  In  the  first  place,  their 
union  may  occur  on  too  small  a  scale 
and  for  an  extent  too  limited  for 
such  a  title.  Again  it  occurs,  as  in- 
timated above,  in  meadows  over- 
flowed by  salt  water,  which,  if  they 
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can  be  considered  as  marshes  at  all, 
are  not  so  in  that  sense  in  which 
these  are  regarded  as  the  niduses  of 
miasm.  Ponds  also,  though  kept 
permanently  at  the  depth  of  several 
inches  or  even  feet,  will,  if  sustaining 
a  luxuriant  vegetation,  become 
sources  of  miasma.  Another  class  of 
situations,  including  all  the  requisites 
mentioned  are,  moist  grounds  or  col- 
lections of  water  in  situations  elevat- 
ed considerably  above  the  water-le- 
vel, yet  not  high  enough  to  secure  to 
them  an  exemption  from  heat.  Such 
situations  not  being  marshy  in  the 
common  sense  of  the  term,  have 
generally  been  viewed  as  healthy. 
But  that  the  fact  is  otherwise,  besides 
being  demonstrable  upon  the  princi- 
ple assumed,  is  also  ascertained  by 
experience.  Again  it  may  be  shown, 
contrary  to  the  prevalent  opinion  on 
this  subject,  that  the  margins  of  run- 
ning streams  alternately  covered  and 
left  bare  by  the  rise  and  fall  of  the 
tide,  are  not  exempted  from  malaria. 

An  important  question  connected 
with  this  subject,  relates  to  the  exist- 
ence of  miasm  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
drains  of  houses,  in  which,  while 
there  is  no  living  vegetable,  the  pu- 
trefying remains  of  vegetable  sub- 
stances are  always  present.  That 
these  should  be  sources  of  mala- 
ria might  naturally  be  expected  un- 
der these  circumstances;  and  that 
they  are  so  is  shown  in  the  history 
of  every  city  when  neglected,  and  by 
the  necessity  which  has  been  expe- 
rienced of  enforcing  the  most  rigid 
rules  for  their  due  regulation. 

Another  inference  of  no  small 
moment,  derived  from  the  siime 
principles,  relates  to  the  unhealthi- 


ness  of  artificial  ponds  fo>rmed  in 
pleasure  grounds  for  the  pu>Fpose  of 
ornament.  This  indeed  is  among 
the  improvements  in  ornamental  gar- 
dening which  we  have  adopted  from 
England  ;  and  if  it  be  proved  beyond 
doubt  that  they  have  produced  dis- 
ease in  that  country,  the  effects  whicb 
may  be  traced  to  them  here  is  surely 
a  subject  for  serious  investigation. 

One  singular  fact  is  mentioned  by 
Mr.  M'CuUoch  as  having  been  ob- 
served in  Italy,  which  seems  at  first 
difficult  to  reconcile  with  the  general 
results  of  observation  on  this  sub- 
ject,— that  in  many  instances  where 
marsh  lands  have  been  laid  dry  by 
drainage,  perhaps  for  the  very  pur- 
pose of  removing  malaria,  they  have 
in  consequence  become  more  nox- 
ious than  before.  Something  in 
these  cases  is  no  doubt  due  to  the 
effect  of  the  drains  themselves  ;  but 
the  fact  probably  is,  that  the  lands 
thus  drained  are  imperfectly  dried^ 
and  that  certain  portions  of  the  sur- 
face are  exposed,  in  the  state  of  mud,, 
to  the  action  of  the  sun's  rays  :  and 
although  from  this  very  circumstance 
such  parts  might  be  expected  to  be- 
come dry,  yet  if  they  formed  the 
lowest  portions,  sufficient  water  might 
collect  in  them  during  each  winter, 
for  the  process  to  be  renewed  the 
following  summer. 

The  propagation  of  malaria,  or 
its  extension  in  other  places,  than 
those  in  which  it  is  generated,  is  a 
fact  well  known,  and  its  phenomena 
correspond  to  the  notions  commonly* 

*  We  say  commonly,  because  among 
the  new  theories  of  the  present  day,  we 
notice  an  attempt  to  disprove  the  exist- 
ence of  malaria,  in  any  proper  sense,  and 
to  refer  the  effects  attributed  to  its  agency, 
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entertained  concerning  its  nature  and 
mode  of  existence.  It  is  a  c  irions 
circumstance  connected  with  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  and  only  to 
he  explained  by  the  influence  of  the 
winds  in  conveying  contagion,  that 
in  many  instances  a  spot  of  marsiiy 
ground  will  produce  disease  at  a 
distance,  while  its  nearer  vicinity 
either  escapes  entirely,  or  at  least  is 
but  very  partially  affected.  Several 
examples  of  this  kind  are  related  by 
our  author. 

Another  and  more  familiar  fact 
with  regard  to  malaria,  is  its  disposi- 
tion to  seek  a  certain  level  or  situa- 
tion in  the  atmosphere,  leaving  the 
other  strata  comparatively  free. 
With  few  exceptions,  the  portion  of 
the  air  thus  affected  is  that  nearest 
the  soil,  particularly  where  no  cur- 
rent of  air  exists  to  disturb  its  natural 
tendency  ;  and  it  is  also  noticed  that 
in  some  instances,  ditches  too  dry  to 
be  tije  sources  of  malaria  have  be- 
come its  receptacles,  which  would 
seem  to  imply  that  it  possessed  a 
specific  gravity  greater  than  that  of 
common  air.  A  few  instances  in- 
deed are  on  record,  which  militate 
against  this  supposition,  and  in  which 
the  portion  of  air  nearest  the  ground 
has  appeared  more  healthy  than  that 
above;  they  are  rare,  however,  and 
can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the 
prevalence  of  some  peculiar  current 
of  air,  as  adverted  to  above. 

With  respect  to  the  prevention  of 
the  effects  of  malaria,  the  best  gene- 


to  the  direct  agency  of  heat  and  moisture. 
Such  is  the  llicor^  advanced  by  Dr.  Jones 
in  his  laie  essay  on  this  subject;  which 
essay  will  form  the  subject  of  a  subse- 
quent analysis. 


ral  rule  is  undoubtedly  the  avoidance 
of  the  cause.  Exposure  however, 
though  always  hazardous,  is  more  or 
less  so  according  to  certain  circum- 
stances. A  very  prominent  modifi- 
cation of  its  influence  arises  from 
the  circumstance  of  sleep  and  watch- 
ing, since  all  causes  of  disease  are 
far  more  active  during  the  former 
state. — That  diet  affects  the  suscep- 
tibility to  disease,  does  not  admit  of 
dispute  ;  but  some  difference  exists 
among  the  authorities  in  regard  to 
its  regulation.  Repletion  is  undoubt- 
edly injurious;  but  even  moderation 
may  be  carried  too  far,  and  the  prac- 
tical rule  on  this  as  on  other  subjects, 
seems  to  be  that  a  medium  is  the 
safest  course.  Mr.  M'Culloch  thinks 
that  a  better  diet  and  the  constant 
use  of  wine,  give  to  military  oflicers 
that  advantage  which  they  possess 
over  the  men  in  every  description  of 
service.  With  respect  to  the  former 
cause,  it  need  not  be  disputed ;  but 
the  benefit  derived  from  the  wine  is 
not  a  direct  benefit, — it  may  be  at- 
tributed, doubtless,  to  the  fact  that 
the  place  of  this  beverage  is  sup- 
plied among  the  men  by  the  use  of 
distilled  spirit. 

The  question  whether  malaria  acts 
upon  the  system  through  the  medium 
of  the  lungs  or  of  the  skin,  is  one  of 
considerable  interest,  but,  as  our  au- 
thor remarks,  not  easy  to  determine. 
In  ffict,  with  respect  to  the  common 
cold  or  catarrh,  produced  by  external 
cold  acting  on  the  body  when  unu- 
sually susceptible,  it  is  not  always 
easy  to  say  whether  the  lungs  become 
affected  by  sympathy  with  the  skin 
which  is  act(?d  on  by  the  atmosphere, 
or  whether  they  are  mure  susceptible 
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of  the  influence  of  this  agent  because 
the  usual  functions  of  the  skin  are 
deranged.  The  effect  of  malaria, 
however,  presents  a  case  less  favora- 
ble to  the  supposed  exclusive  media- 
tion of  the  skin  ;  because  this  effect 
may  be  produced,  however  well  the 
general  surface  is  protected  from  the 
atmosphere.  Furthermore,  we  are 
reminded  by  our  author  that  the 
lungs  present  a  surface  more  exten- 
sive, more  susceptible,  and  one  by 
which  the  air  is  constantly  acted  on 
and  decomposed  ;  all  which  is  an  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  that  view  of  the 
subject  which  makes  them  the  prin- 
cipal medium  through  which  the  n)i- 
asnja  produces  iis  effects. 

With  respect  to  the  conveyance  of 
malaria  to  places  at  a  distance  from 
the  localities  where  they  are  gene- 
rated, it  has  been  frequently  ascer- 
tained that  this  may  be  done  to  a 
certain  extent,  through  the  medium 
of  winds.  Miasma  has  repeatedly 
been  known  to  pass  from  an  infected 
port  to  a  vessel  anchored  at  some 
miles  distant,  and  this  so  suddenly  on 
a  change  in  the  direction  of  the 
wind,  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  ve- 
hicle. The  author,  however,  is  dis- 
posed to  carry  this  doctrine  of  the 
influence  of  aerial  currents  much 
farther  ;  and  maintains  that  the  in- 
termittents  which  appear  on  the  east- 
ern coast  of  England  in  the  spring, 
are  imported  on  the  wings  of  the 
wind  from  the  fens  and  marshes  of 
Holland. 

Passing  over  some  topics  of  infe- 
rior interest,  we  come  to  the  last  in- 
quiry suggested  by  our  author,  viz., — 
what  are  the  effects  produced  upon 
the  constitutions  of  those  who  are 


exposed  to  malaria.  This  field  of 
investigation,  as  above  mentioned, 
is  thought  by  him  to  have  been  but 
very  imperfectly  explored  ;  men  of 
science,  in  common  with  the  multi- 
tude, having  been  content  to  refer 
the  occurrence  of  intermittent  fever 
to  this  cause,  without  troubling  them- 
selves with  the  investigation  of  other 
maladies,  remote  and  immediate, 
which  are  justly  attributed  to  its  in- 
fluence. The  manifestations  of  ill 
health  exhibited  by  the  unfortunate 
inmates  of  these  infected  districts, 
are  such  indeed  as  cannot  be  mista- 
ken. Their  sallow  skin  at  once  at- 
tracts the  notice  of  the  traveller ; 
and  when  s  bjected  to  examination, 
the  cellular  texture  is  found  cedema- 
tous,  and  the  muscles  soft  and  devoid 
of  elasticity.  Should  tlieir  appear- 
ance indicate  the  presence  of  fat,  it 
will  be  found,  on  closer  inspection, 
that  this  appearance  is  deceptive,  and 
results  from  an  hydropic  secretion. 
The  eye  is  dull  and  yellow,  the  hair 
of  a  pale  hue,  arid  the  beard  scanty  ; 
and  a  tumefied  abdomen,  with  a  pecu- 
liar enlargement  of  the  right  side,  sug- 
gests a  diagnosis  often  confirmed  by 
the  subsequent  discovery  of  diseased 
structure  of  the  liver,  spleen,  and 
mesenteric  glands.  In  the  Pontine 
marshes  this  aspect  of  the  abdomen, 
combined  with  that  of  the  emaciated 
extremities,  gives  to  the  inhabitants 
an  appearance  peculiarly  hideous. 

None  of  the  effects  of  malaria  are 
more  striking  than  the  premature 
old  age  which  it  induces  in  those 
who  grow  up  under  its  noxious  influ- 
ence. Even  the  children  are  fre- 
quently wrinkled  ;  women  at  twenty 
have  the  appearance  of  forty,  and 
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those  who  have  arrived  at  the  last 
period  appear  to  have  reached  the 
borders  of  the  grave.  It  is  remark- 
ed, however,  that  the  most  hazardous 
■portion  of  life  to  these  miserable 
beings  is  that  from  thirty-five  to  fifty, 
and  that  those  who  have  passed  safe- 
ly through  this,  seem  to  have  become 
eliminated  as  it  were,  and  enjoy, 
during  the  rest  of  their  lives,  which 
•sometimes  last  many  years,  a  com- 
fortable existence. 

But  did  malaria  belong  to  that 
class  of  morbid  agents  which,  while 
they  impair  the  physical  nature,  ele- 
vate and  improve  tiie  intellect,  there 
would  still  be  some  compensation,  if 
not  to  the  sufferers,  at  least  to  the 
cause  of  humanity.  But  it  is  said 
that  the  reverse  is  the  fact.  While 
the  body  is  wasted  by  the  slow  pro- 
gress of  disease,  the  mind  is  weaken- 
ed and  the  moral  sensibility  impair- 
ed. A  proof  of  the  former  fact  is 
ihought  by  our  author  to  be  found  in 
the  apathy  with  which  they  regard 
their  own  situation,  in  their  attach- 
ment to  their  own  soil,  and  their  un- 
willingness to  believe  in  the  exist- 
ence of  the  fatal  miasma  of  which 
they  are  the  victims.  That  this  ob- 
stinacy is  proof  of  weakness,  we 
readily  admit ;  but  it  is  a  weakness 
by  no  means  peculiar  to  the  subjects 
of  malaria.  We  dre  all  slow  to  feel, 
and  still  slower  to  acknowledge,  the 
defects  of  that  country  which  we 
recognize  as  our  own  ;  and  although 
we  may  not  all  carry  this  feeling  to 
that  degree  of  infatuation  which  in- 
duces the  unhappy  Italian  to  persist 
in  wearing  the  poisoned  cloak  which 
Jias  already  sent  its  venom  into  his 
veins,  we  can  still  find  a  sympathy 


in  our  own  hearts  for  the  love  of 
country  which  glows  in  his. 

"  The  shuddering  tenant  of  the  frigid  zone 
Boldly  proclaims  ihe  happiest  spot  his 
own, 

Extols  the  treasures  of  his  stormy  seas, 
And  his  long  nights  of  revelry  and  ease. 
The  naked  negro,  panting  at  the  line, 
Boasts  of  his  golden  sands  and  palmy 
wine  ; 

Basks  in  the  glare  or  stems  the  tepid  wave, 
And  thanks  his  gods  for  all  the  good  they 
gave." 

But  unhappily  there  are  far  better 
proofs  than  this  blind  devotion  to  his 
native  soil,  that  the  intellectual  pow- 
ers of  these  unfortunate  persons  are 
sacrificed  to  the  Boeotian  atmosphere 
in  which  they  live.  In  Tuscany  it 
is  said  that  even  idiotism  is  a  fre- 
quent eff'ect  ;  and  farther,  that  this 
may  be  propagated  from  one  gene- 
ration to  another,  whenever  connec- 
tions take  place  under  circumstances 
so  revolting. — In  regard  to  the  moral 
degradation  which  exists  in  these 
districts,  the  crimes  imputed  to  them 
by  travellers  are,  if  truly  charged, 
the  best  testimony  of  the  fact.  We 
need  not  recount  the  black  catalogue 
of  these  enormities,  but  will  only  add 
that  debauchery  and  murder  each 
find  a  place  among  them,  and  that 
when  the  latter  is  committed,  it  is 
always  in  the  mode  of  cautious  as- 
sassination ;  all  their  vices,  according 
to  the  authority  quoted  by  Mr.  M'C, 
being  of  a  mean  and  dastardly  cha- 
racter. We  hope  there  is  exaggera- 
tion in  this  picture ;  at  any  rate, 
there  is  neither  pleasure  nor  profit 
in  dwelling  on  it,  and  we  gladly  re- 
turn to  the  more  interesting  as  well 
as  more  useful  field  of  purely  medi- 
cal inquiry. 

Of  the  specific  diseases  produced 
by  malaria,  fever,  intermittent,  re- 
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mittent,  and  continuous,  of  course 
stand  preeminent ;  the  first  being 
only  the  most  frequent,  and  by  no 
means  forming  the  only  one  arising 
from  this  source.  Another  class  of 
these  diseases  includes  dysentery, 
cholera,  and  diarrhoea ;  diseases  for- 
midable at  all  times,  but  peculiarly 
so  when  rendered  epidemic  by  a 
prevailing  miasma.  The  sequelstJ 
of  these  also  deserve  a  place  in  this 
connection,  as  they  are  nothing  less 
than  apoplexy,  palsy,  visceral  ob- 
structions, and  dropsy,  the  two  last 
being  those  to  which  may  be  attri- 
buted those  frightful  instances  of 
personal  deformity  which  have  been 
described  above. 

Lastly,  it  is  the  effect  of  miasma 
in  producing  nervous  diseases,  which 
our  author  deems  to  have  been  most 
overlooked  by  previous  writers,  and 
to  which  he  therefore  invites  our  es- 
pecial attention.  Under  this  head 
he  includes  tic  douloureux,  itself  re- 
markable for  often  appearing  in  an 
intermittent  form,  together  with  oth- 
er affections  hitherto  regarded  as 
obscure,  but  which,  together  with 
the  above,  properly  constitute  the 
species  of  the  genus  Neuralgia.  The 
prosecution  of  this  interesting  part 
of  the  inquiry,  the  author  defers  to  a 
subsequent  volume,  the  character  of 
which  is  to  be  more  strictly  medical 
than  that  of  the  present,  and  which 
will  embrace  the  results  of  his  re- 
searches upon  a  class  of  diseases 
which  have  particularly  engaged  his 
time  and  attention. 


WEN  CURED  BY  IODINE. 

The  Editors  of  la  Clinique  have 
published  a  case  of  unusually  large 


wen,  in  which  the  tincture  of  iodine, 
administered  rn  the  dose  of  ten  drop* 
twice  a  day,  succeeded  in  effecting  a 
cure.  The  patient,  (Benjamin  Cha- 
vie,  a  native  of  Scivoy,)  was  eighteen 
years  of  age.  When  he  was  receiv- 
ed into  the  hospital' of  Paris,  (Hotel 
Dieu,)  the  tumor  occupied  the  whole 
space  between  the  middle  of  the 
neck  and  the  collar-bones,  and  its 
mechanical  effects  on  the  windpipe 
occasioned  great  difficulty  of  breathu- 
ing,  and,  in  some  positions,  frequent- 
ly a  sensation  of  suffc)cation.  A  few 
weeks  after  commencing  the  tincture- 
of  iodine,  a  diminution  of  it  was  evi- 
dent; audit  continued  gradually  to 
decrease  till  it  totally  disappeared'. 

Prevention  of  Measles. — The  fol- 
lowing account  of  the  effects  of  sul- 
phur in  aff'ording  security  agninst  the 
infection  of  measles,  has  been  lately 
published  by  the  Medical  Society  of 
Tours  : — "  In  a  family  of  four  child- 
ren, two  took  the  flowers  of  sulphur 
night  and  morning,  and  were  entire- 
ly preseived  from  the  contagious  in- 
fluence of  the  diseasf,  although  they 
continued  to  live  in  the  same  atmos- 
phere, and  were  allowed  to  commu- 
nicate freely  with  the  other  children 
who  had  the  disease.    Two  of  five- 
adults,  who  lived  in  the  same  house^ 
contracted  measles  ;  one  had  before 
had  the  disease.    They  had  employ- 
ed no  precautionary  means.    In  an- 
other family,  one  child  had  measles. 
Three  other  children  were  not  sepa- 
rated from  the  patient  :  they  took, 
night  and  morning,  sulphur  mixed  in 
sagar,  and  escaped  the  disease.  The 
dose  of  the  sulphur  should  be  from 
two  to  six  or  eight  grains,  according 
to  the  age. — In  another  case,  an  in- 
fant took  the  sulphur  as  soon  as  the 
disease  had  clearly  manifested  itself 
in  his  brother.    In  eight  days,  how- 
ever, the  measles  appeared,  but  the 
malady  ran  so  favorable  a  course 
that  it  was  probable  the  preservative 
effects  of  the  remedy  had  some  in- 
fluence.   Four  other  children  were 
treated  in  a  similar  manner  :  they 
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were  designedly  exposed  to  the  con- 
tagion, but  entirely  escaped."  Sul- 
phur being  an  nperientand  sudorific, 
given  at  the  time  of  sickening,  and 
continued  during  the  progress  of 
measles,  is  very  likely  to  render  the 
disease  mild,  and  to  protect  the  lungs 
against  the  serious  mischief,  which, 
in  scrofulous  subjects,  frequently 
takes  place  during  measles  and 
hooping-cough,  and  to  prevent  se- 
condary fever. — Gaz,  of  Health, 

The  Patent  Thomsonian  Practice 
of  Physic. — The  above  dignified  ti- 
tle is  used  to  designate  the  adminis- 
tration of  certain  vegetable  prepara- 
tions, and  the  employment  of  the 
steam  baih,  in  the  cure  of  a  number 
of  disorders.  To  these  medicines, 
and  the  mode  of  administering  them, 
an  exclusive  privilege  is  claimed, 
under  a  patent  from  the  United 
States.  Several  instances  have  been 
narrated  in  the  public  papers  of  the 
fatal  effects  of  this  practice,  while 
tJiose  interested  in  its  favor  assert 
that  these  accounts  have  been  falsely 
misrepresented  by  the  medical  facul- 
ty, who,  they  aver,  have  risen  in 
arms  against  it,  because  it  is  destroy- 
\i\g  their  practice.  The  support  of 
a  number  of  intelligent  and  disinte- 
rested persons,  has  given  currency 
to  the  claims  of  these  Thomsonian 
practitioners  ;  and,  under  this  sanc- 
tion, their  business  has  become  ver}'^ 
extensive,  particularly  in  some  of 
the  western  States.  Without  in- 
tending to  express  an  opinion  on  the 
subject,  we  will  observe  that  it  is  the 
fate  of  every  popular  medicine  to 
obtain  the  kind  of  support  which  the 
practice  in  question  has  received. 
Such  preparations  are  usually  active, 
and,  when  properly  administered, 
they  are  beneficial  ;  their  indiscrimi- 
nate eniploynient,  therefore,  will  en- 
sure their  occasional  usefulness. 
Whenever  they  are  successful,  the 
cured  and  their  friends,  naturally 
enough,  praise  the  medicine  ;  while 
the  patient,  the  disease,  or  the  phy- 
sician, bears  the  blame,  when  their 


effects  are  injurious. — New-York 
Med.  and  Phys,  Journal. 

3Iercurial  Pediluvium  in  Syphi- 
lis.— Dr.  Verducci  substitutes  a  foot 
bath  of  corrosive  sublimate,  instead 
of  the  common  method  of  adminis- 
tering mercury,  in  syphilis.  Ho 
dissolves  forty-eight  grains  of  corro- 
sive sublimate  in  a  mixture  of  an 
ounce  of  alcohol  and  a  pound  of  dis- 
tilled water.  A  fifth  or  sixth  of  this 
solution  is  added  to  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  tepid  water,  in  a  proper  ves- 
sel for  bathing  the  feet.  Warm  wa- 
ter should  be  occasionally  added 
during  the  bathing,  to  keep  up  a 
proper  and  agreeable  teniperature, 
and  the  feet  should  be  continued  in 
the  bath  half  an  hour  at  a  time.  A 
bad  case  is  mentioned,  which  was 
cured  after  a  trial  of  the  foot  bath 
ten  or  twelve  days.  How  often  the 
pediluvium  is  to  be  repeated  is  not 
stated,  but  we  presume  it  is  once  in 
twenty-four  hours,  at  bed-time. — lb. 

Fungus  H(Bmatodcs. — Dr.  Schntte, 
a  German  physician,  has  lately  pub- 
lished a  case  of  this  morbid  produc- 
tion, in  which  a  composition  of  alum 
and  red  oxyde  of  mercury  succeeded 
in  destroying  it.  He  first  employed  it 
in  the  proportion  of  six  parts  of  fine- 
ly powdered  alum  to  one  of  the  red 
oxyde  of  mercury,  the  latter  of  which 
he  gradually  increased  till  the  pro- 
portions were  equal. 

Diseases  of  the  Eye  treated  at  the 
New- York  Eye  Infirmary. — Intiam- 
mation  of  the  conjunctiva,  226;  do. 
do.  with  purulent  discharge,  (adults,) 
II  ;  do.  do.  do.  (infants,)  13;  stru- 
mous inflammation  of  the  corijuncli- 
va,  62  ;  do.  do.  with  pustules,  77  > 
granulated  lids  and  vascular  cornea, 
32  ;  excrescences  of  the  conjuncti- 
va, 1  ;  inflammation  of  the  cornea, 
56  ;  ulcers  of  the  cornea,  28  ;  opa- 
cities of  the  cornea,  24  ;  pterygium, 
I  ;  staphyloma,  3  ;  iritis,  59  ;  sclero- 
titis, 4  ;  closed  pupil,  3  ;  cataract,  19  ; 
amaurosis,  71  ;  strabismus^  1  ;  tinea, 
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54;  lippitudo,  35;  hordeolum,  3; 
inversion  and  eversion  of  lids,  5  ; 
tumors  of  lids,  18;  abscess  of  lids, 
8  ;  ptosis,  4  ;  diseases  of  laclirynial 
passages,  24;  wounds  and  injuries, 
71  ;  tumors  of  orbit,  2  ;  exostosis,  1  ; 
burn,  2  ;  pediculi  ciliorum,  1  ;  ano- 
malous, 6.    Total,  925. 

Diseases  of  the  Ear. — Olirrhoea, 
24  ;  otitis,  8  ;  otalgia,  2  ;  ulcer  of  liie 
external  auditory  passage,  1  ;  indu- 
rated wax,  8  ;  increased  secretion  of 
wax,  2  ;  defective  secretion  of  wax, 
5  ;  tympanitis,  1  ;  caries  of  the  tem- 
poral bone,  3  ;  paralysis,  1  ;  closure 
of  the  eustachian  tube,  3  ;  fistulous 
opening  into  the  mastoid  cells,  1  ; 
scrofula  affectitjg  the  ear,  2  ;  contu- 
sion of  the  ear,  1  ;  fungus  auri,  2  ; 
deafness,  unaccompanied  with  any 
external  symptom,  27.    Total,  91. 

We  have  in  this  city  a  similar  In- 
stitution to  the  above,  which  is  in 
successful  operation.  Dr.  Reynolds, 
who  is  at  the  head  of  this  Infirmary, 
is  a  man  of  skill  and  experience  in 
treating  diseases  of  these  important 
organs. 

Remarkable  Case  of  an  Insect  sup- 
posed to  be  hatched  in  the  Human 
Body. 

BaUston  Spa.  July  5,  1829. 
Dear  Sir, — The  following  recital  of 
a  phenonumon  which  happened  about 
a  year  since,  will  be  a  subject  of  in- 
quiry among  naturalists  and  physi- 
cians. A  young  woman,  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  respectable  farmer  in  Edin- 
burgh, Saratoga  cotinty,  in  this  State, 
while  in  a  field  of  new  mown  hay, 
fell  the  sting  of  a  large  green  grass- 
hopper, as  she  then  expressed  it. — 
St)n)e  time  in  the  winter  following, 
she  discovered  a  tumor  on  the  shoul- 
der, between  the  cor<»coid  and  acro- 
mion process,  attended  with  some' 
pain  and  uneasiness.  After  about 
three  weeks  continuance,  it  disap- 
peared frtun  the  shoulder,  and  she 
felt  a  pain  along  the  course  of  the 
clavicle  ;  and  in  May  it  appeared  at 
the  side  of  the  neck,  partly  under 
the  sierno-clio-masioideus  muscle. 


Her  physician  treated  her  fur  scrofula 
with  apparent  success,  for  it  again 
disappeared  until  July,  when  it  was 
felt  once  more  at  the  shoulder  (the 
tumor)  about  the  size  of  a  hen\s  egcf, 
and  with  evident  fluctuation,  when  it 
was  opened  with  a  sniall  discharge 
of  unhealthy  pus,  and  along  with  it  a 
living  grasshopper,  two  inches  in 
l^^iigth  and  breadth  proportionate. 
The  only  conclusion  is,  that  the  egg 
must  h  ive  been  deposited  the  year 
before,  and  arriveri  to  maturity  by  a 
process  of  incubation.  Should  you 
think  this  narrative  worthy  of  being 
generally  known,  you  are  at  liberty 
to  do  as  you  may  think  advisable. 
I  remain  your  friend.  &c., 

Eliphalet  St.  John. 
Sam'l  L.  Mitchell,  M.D.  LL.D.&c. 


Dislocation  of  the  Knee-Pan. — 
A  few  weeks  since,  Messrs.  Brough- 
ton  and  Mayo,  eminent  surgeons  of 
London,  published  an  account  of  a 
"  dislocation  of  the  knee-pan  out- 
wardsy"*  in  which,  after  all  the  me- 
thods usually  eujployed  had  failed, 
they  had  recimrse  to  a  sudden  and 
a  complete  l](jxion  of  the  knee-joint,^' 
when  the  knee-pan,  being  thus  disen- 
gaged from  the  condyle,  spontane- 
ously returned  to  its  place.  The  pa- 
tiei»t  was  a  very  stout  dragoon.  Tiiis 
practice  is,  of  course,  only  reconi- 
mended  in  those  cases  which  resist 
the  more  gentle  attempts  at  reduc- 
tion. Such  cases  however  are  rare, 
as  most  dislocations  of  the  patella 
are  reduced  with  comparative  fa- 
cility. 


REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 

The  week  ending  July  10,  at  noon. 

Of  accidental,  2 — apoplexy,  1 — consump- 
tion, 3 — croup,  1  — disease  [of  the  chest,  1 — 
dropsy  in  the  head,  1 — drowned,  1 — fractured 
knee,  1— gravel,  1 — hip  complaint,  1 — measles, 
3— scurvy,  1— unknown,  3.  Males,  16— fe- 
males, 4.    Stillborn,  1.    Total,  21. 


Died, — In  Charleston,  Cecil  co.,  Md.,  Dr. 
Francis  Le  Barron,  Apothecary  General  of 
the  U.  S.  Army  during  the  last  war. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


NOTICE. 

BOOKSELLERS,  PUBLISHERS,  and 
AUTHORS,  are  informed,  that  hy 
'transmitting  to  the  Editor,  free  of  expense, 
^  copy  of  such  works  as  they  may  write 
or  publish  on  subjects  interesting;  to  the 
medical  piofession,  they  will  be  entitled 
to  a  notice  of  such  works  in  the  pages  of 
Ihis  Journal. 


H 


CARTER  &  HENDEE 

AVE  just  received  LIZARDS  ANA- 
TOMICAL PLATES,  in  12  Nos., 
•cold  and  letter  press. 

Barton's  North  American  Flora,  3  vols. 

do.      Medical  Botany,  2  vols. 
Bonaparte's  Ornithology,  3  vols. 
A  System  of  Human  Anatomy  ;  trans- 
lated from  the  4th  Edition  of  the  French 
of  H.  Cloquet,  M.D.    By  Robert  Knox, 
M.D.  F.R.S.E. 

TURNER'S  CHEMISTRY,— NEV\^ 
EDITION. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
TER tVz;  HENOEE,— Elements  of 
Chemistry,  including  recent  Discoveries 
and  Doctrines  of  the  Science.  By  Ed- 
ward Turner,  M.D.  F.R.S.E.  Second 
American  Edition. 


MANUEL  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHESCOPE. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  recently 
published, — A  short  IVeatise  on  the 
different  Methods  of  investigating  Dis- 
^eases  of  the  Chest.  Translated  from  the 
French  of  M.  Collins,  by  W.  N.  Ryland, 
M.D.  From  the  third  London  Edition, 
with  Plates,  and  an  Explanatory  Intro- 
duction, by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society. 

In  preparing  for  the  American  press  the 
English  translation  of  the  well  known  and 
highly  useful  work  of  M.  Collins,  which 
translation  has  passed  through  three  edi- 
tions in  England,  the  Editor  thinks  he  can 
render  it  more  acceptable  by  dispensing 
with  the  various  prefaces  and  introducto- 
ry remarks  which  encumber  the  last  edi- 
tion, and  by  substituting  in  their  place  an 
entirely  new  introduction,  which  is  in- 


tended to  embrace  the  amount  of  all  that 
is  important  in  the  prefaces  alluded  to, 
as  well  as  that  which  is  contained  in  va- 
rious abstracts  and  reviews  which  have 
appeared  of  treatises  upon  the  different 
methods  of  investigating  thoracic  diseases, 
and  in  some  other  works  which  are  not 
generally  before  the  profession  in  this 
country. 

C.  &  H.  keep  constantly  for  sale  Ste- 
thescopes  of  the  most  approved  form. 

FRENCH  WATER  COLORS. 

COTTONS  &  BARNARD,  184  Wash- 
ington  Street,  have  for  sale,  the  fol- 
lowing Water  Colors,  of  an  excellent 
quality,  manufactured  by  P.  C.  Lamber- 
tye,  (France,)  viz :  Bistre,  Raw  Cassel, 
Burnt  Umber,  Raw  Umber,  Egyptian 
Brown,  Vandyke  Brown,  Brown  Pink, 
Seppia,  Violet  Lake,  Carmined  Lake, 
Sanders  Blue,  Prussian  Blue,  Mineral 
Blue,  Indigo,  Yellow  Ochre,  Yellow  Min- 
eral, Gamboge,  Yellow  Orpiment,  Yellow 
Lake,  Naples  Yellow,  Burnt  ItalianEf^rth, 
Burnt  Sienna,  Raw  Sienna,  Italian  Earth, 
Crocus  Martial,  Green  Lake,  Sanders 
Green,  Sap  Green,  Mineral  Green,  Prus- 
sian Green,  Vermillion,  Saturnine  Red, 
Indian  Red,  Red  Ochre,  Red  Orpiment, 
Flake  White. 

Also — a  great  variety  of  Newman's,  Ac- 
kerman''s,  Reeves's  and  Osborne's  Colors, 
in  boxe^and  separate  cakes. 

NEW  LONDON  WORK. 

JUST  received,  by  CARTER  &  HEN- 
DEE, corner  of  Washington  and 
School  streets,  A  Chemical  Catechism  ; 
in  which  the  Elements  of  Chemistry,  with 
the  recent  discoveries  in  the  Science,  are 
clearly  and  fully  explained.  Illustrated 
by  Notes,  Engravings  and  Tables,  and 
containing  an  Appendix  of  select  Experi- 
ments, &c.  By  Thomas  Graham,  M.D. 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  i^ondon,  &Lc.  Sic. 

C.  &  H.  have  also  just  received.  Ele- 
ments of  Chemistry.  By  Andrew  Fyfe, 
M.D.  F.R.S.E. 

A COPY  of  Bloomfield's  Critical  Digest 
of  Sacred  Annotation  on  the  Gos- 
pels, 3  vols.  8vo.  The  most  learned 
Commentary  in  the  English  language." 
For  sale  by  COT  TONS  Sl  BARNARD, 
184  Washinofton  Street. 
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paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  i'ureo  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the/car.    The  postage  for  this  is  tho  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

Communicated  for  the  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 

STRICTURE  OF  THE  RECTUM 

In  which  the  Calibre  of  the  Intestine 
was  wholly  obliterated. 

By  Dr.  John  Stevens,  Lie.  Mass. 
and  N.  Y.  Med.  Soc. 

Mrs.  D.,  of  Charlestown,  aged  48 
years,  had,  for  the  most  part  of  her 
life,  enjoyed  good  health.  *  In  July, 
1828,  she  was  taken  with  pain  in 
the  bowels,  accompanied  with  con- 
stipation, vomiting,  rigors,  &c. 
The. pain  was  rather  unusual,  com- 
ing on  at  intervals,  and  very  nearly 
resembling  the  pains  which  take 
place  in  the  last  stage  of  labor.  I 
made  an  examination  per  vaginam, 
and  found  the  uterus  enlarged  and 
apparently  pressing  hard  upon  the 
rectum.  She  had  not  menstruated 
for  more  than  four  months,  and 
was  persuaded  that  the  womb  was 
affected.  I  pushed  the  uterus 
backwards  and  upwards,  as  far  as 
possible,  and  requested  her  to  keep 
in  a  recumbent  posture, — bled  her 
freely,  gave  her  an  infusion  of  sen- 
na, and  blistered  the  abdomen.  On 
the  fourth  day  she  had  an  evacua- 
tion, which  gave  partial  relief,  but 
the  pain  still  continued  very  se- 
vere. I  gave  Pil.  Flyd.  with  Ex- 
tract Conii,  a  pill  every  six  hours, 
and  she  gradually  recovered  ;  since 
which  time  Mrs.  D.  has  suffered 
much  from  constipation  of  the  bow- 
24 


els,  having  had  a  similar  attack  as 
often  as  once  in  every  five  or  six 
weeks,  which  has  lasted  from  five 
to  eight  days,  but  finally  yielded  to 
the  same  mode  of  treatment. 

June  16th,  1829,  I  was  again 
called  to  visit  Mrs.  D.,  and  found 
that  she  had  had  no  fecal  evacua- 
tion for  some  days,  probably  ten 
or  twelve.  The  precise  time  could 
not  be  ascertained.  Her  pulse 
were  good,  and  there  were  no  feb- 
rile symptoms  ;  her  pains  were  se- 
vere, and  as  above  described,  simi- 
lar to  travail  pains,  but  there  was 
no  enlargement  of  the  uterus.  She 
had  taken  a  dose  of  the  Sulph. 
Magnesia,  and  also  a  dose  of  the 
Compound  Tincture  of  Aloes,  with- 
out effect;  but  after  retaining  them 
on  the  stomach  for  some  hours,  had 
thrown  them  up.  I  gave  a  decoc- 
tion of  senna,  manna,  and  jalap, 
and  enemas  of  the  same. 

nth.— -No  better.  Gave  Hyd. 
Subm.  gr,  x.,  Pulv.  Jalap,  gr.  xx., 
and  continued  enemas. 

18th. — No  better.  Much  rum- 
bling in  the  bowels,  as  has  been 
usual  in  every  attack.  Gave  01. 
Ricini  et  01.  Terebinth. 

19th. — No  better.  Continued 
enemas  and  used  warm  bath. 

20th.— No  better.  Gave  Sulph. 
Soda,  as  much  as  the  stomach 
would  bear,  through  the  day. 

21st.— No  better.  Gave  pills 
of  Hyd.  Subm.,  Jalap  and  Colo- 
cynth  ;  continued  enemas  and  used 
friction. 
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22(1. — No  better.  I  informed 
Mrs.  D.'s  friends  that  I  considered 
her  in  great  danger,  and  wished  for 
a  consultation.  They  made  choice 
of  Dr.  Brown,  of  Boston.  He  saw 
her  in  consultation  this  day,  and 
continued  to  viiit  her  daily  with 
me  during  the  remainder  of  her 
life.  He  entered  into  a  minute 
examination  of  her  case,  and  per- 
fectly agreed  with  me  as  to  its 
nature  and  mode  of  treatment.  A 
large  blister  was  immediately  ap- 
plied to  the  abdomen,  and  two 
ounces  of  the  Infus.  Sennae  Comp. 
directed  every  two  hours,  and  ene- 
mas continued;  also  the  warm  bath. 

23d. — We  saw  the  patient  again. 
No  relief  had  been  obtained.  Gave 
Subni.  Hyd.  et  Pulv.  Jalap,  in 
large  doses  ;  continued  enemas. 

24th. — No  better.  Applied  an 
emollient  cataplasm  over  the  whole 
abdomen,  and  gave  a  pill  composed 
of  Pulv.  Jalap,  et  Subm.  Hyd.  et 
01.  Croton,  minim  one,  every  four 
hours.    Continued  enemas. 

25th.— No  better.  Pills  had 
been  retained.  Gave  an  injection 
of  the  Infus.  Tabaci :  it  was 
retained  but  a  short  time  ;  it  how- 
ever caused  a  slight  degree  of  nau- 
sea and  dizziness.  A  solution  of 
the  Sulph.  Soda  was  given  through 
the  day,  as  the  stomach  would  bear. 

26th.— No  better.  Directed 
Hyd.  Subm.  3i. —  9i.  to  be  given 
every  four  hours,  and  enemas 
continued  of  senna  and  salts. 

27th.— No  better.  Gave  01. 
Ricini  et  01.  Terebinth,  equal 
parts,  as  much  as  the  stomach 
would  bear,  and  enemas  of  the 
same  through  the  day. 

28th. — No  better.  Much  irri- 
tation ;  abdomen  somewhat  enlarg- 
ed and  tense  ;  sphincter  ani  relax- 
ed ;  pulse  upwards  of  100.  Gave 
ene^nas  of  (iaxseed  tea  with  Tinct. 
Opii. 


29th. — Worse.  Symptoms  of 
inflammation  strongly  marked ; 
pulse  120  and  hard.  Bled  freely  ; 
continued  enemas,  and  gave  Tinct. 
Opii,  to  procure  temporary  relief, 
as  the  pain  was  intolerable  ;  gave 
also  an  injection  of  Decoct.  Tabaci. 

30th. — Considered  the  case  as 
perfectly  hopeless,  and  recom- 
mended a  palliative  coar^^e  merely, 
which  was  continued  until  July 
2d,  when  she  died  in  great  agony. 
Post-mortem  Examination. 

Previous  to  her  death,  being 
perfectly  aware  of  her  situation, 
she  very  judiciously  and  composed- 
ly requested  me  to  examine  her 
body,  and  ascertain  the  cause  of 
her  extreme  sulfering  and  death. 
Accordingly,  on  the  3d  of  July, 
about  ten  hours  after  her  decease, 
I  proceeded  to  an  examination,  as- 
sisted by  my  friend  Dr.  Sprague. 
Dr.  Brown  was  also  present. — On 
opening  the  abdomen,  the  whole 
intestinal  canal,  together  with  the 
omentum,  was  obviously  in  a  state 
of  high  inflammation  :  it  was  very 
much  distended  with  flatus  and  li- 
quids of  different  kinds,  which  had 
been  taken  ;  it  also  contained,  dis- 
persed throughout  its  whole  extent 
so  far  as  traced,  a  large  quantity 
of  green  mucus,  blended  with  fe- 
culent matter  in  a  liquid  state. 
The  intestines  were  carefully  dis- 
sected from  the  mesentery,  and 
accurately  examined  from  the  sto- 
mach down  to  the  rectum  ;  but  no 
cause  of  obstruction  was  met  with, 
until  we  entered  the  pelvis.  We 
then  discovered  a  firm  stricture  of 
the  rectum  :  the  part  appeared 
precisely  as  though  a  ligature  had 
been  passed  tightly  round  the  intes- 
tine. On  Anther  examination,  it 
was  found  that  the  calibre  of  the 
reclum  was  entirely  obliterated  ; 
a  small  probe  could  not  be  passed 
through  it.    This  stricture  cou-ld 
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not  have  been  of  recent  origin,  as 
there  were  no  symptoms  of  recent 
inflammation,  either  about  or  below 
it ;  in  fact,  this  part  of  the  intesti- 
nal canal  was  the  only  part  free 
from  inflammation. 

Query, — was  this  stricture  oc- 
casioned by  an  occasional  enlarge- 
ment of  the  uterus,  or  did  it  arise  from 
accidental  and  unknown  causes 

Charhstown,  July  13th,  1829. 


II. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

CAROTID  ANEURISM, —  OPERATION. 

Performed  at  the  House  of  Indus- 
try at  South  Boston^ 

By  WiNSLow  Lewis,  Jr.,  M.D. 

The  subject  of  the  following  ope- 
ration was  a  colored  female  of  26 
years  of  age,  married,  of  very  in- 
temperate habits,  and  of  an  exces- 
sive irritable  temperament.  Her 
ordinary  occupation  was  that  of  a 
domestic,  but  her  labors  were  se- 
vere, and  she  was  accustomed  to 
carry  heavy  weights  on  her  head. 
During  an  exertion,  about  five 
months  since,  to  raise  a  large  body 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  it  on  her 
head,  she  thinks  she  "  felt  some- 
thing give  way,"  was  immediately 
faint,  and  soon  after  perceived  a 
tumor  on  the  left  side  of  her  neck. 
This  increased  slowly,  and  at  times 
caused  great  pain  in  the  head  and 
eyes,  with  vertigo  ;  and  for  some 
time  past  she  has  expectorated  a 
bloody  mucus.  For  the  relief  of 
these  distressing  symptoms,  she  en- 
tered the  House  of  Industry  Feb- 
ruary 25th,  1829.  I  found,  on 
examination,  a  tumor  of  the  size 
of  a  pigeon's  egg  on  the  left  side  of 
the  neck,  under  the  angle  of  the 
jaw,  pulsating  and  exhibiting  the 
usual  characteristics  of  aneurismal 
disease. 
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I  waited  for  some  weeks,  to  ob- 
serve if  any  effect  might  be  pro- 
duced on  the  tumor  by  the  total 
deprivation  of  ardent  spirits,  which 
must  have  so  much  increased  the 
circulating  force.  I  also,  during 
this  time,  applied  over  it  a  mode- 
rate compression,  and  put  her  upon 
the  lovvest  diet.  This  was  wholly 
ineffectual  as  regarded  the  disease, 
but  her  general  health  became  much 
improved.  With  Dr.  Warren  in 
consultation,  the  operation  was  ad- 
vised, but  during  the  examination 
to  determine  the  nature  of  the  dis- 
ease, the  necessary  pressure  on  the 
tumor  for  the  purpose  of  emptying 
it,  caused  such  excessive  pain  and 
excitement  that  it  could  not  be  ef- 
fectually done.  However,  enough 
could  be  ascertained  to  show  the 
true  character  of  the  tumor,  and 
to  distinguish  it  from  ordinary 
swellings  in  that  part  ;  for  the  tu- 
mor did  not  move  with  the  larynx 
or  trachea,  and  other  indications 
were  evident  of  aneurism  of  the 
common  carotid. 

Operation,  March  9th. — The 
patient  was  placed  in  a  chair,  with 
the  head  inclined  to  the  right  and 
a  little  bent  backwards.  The  in- 
cision was  made  over  that  spot 
where  the  sterno-cleido-mastoideus 
muscle  crosses  the  omo-hyoideus, 
in  the  direction  of  the  fibres  of  the 
tracheal  portion  of  the  first  named 
muscle.  After  the  common  sheath 
was  exposed,  the  patient  fainted. 
The  operation  was  completed  with- 
out difficulty,  except  that  the  inter- 
nal jugular  would  occasionally  in- 
terfere with  and  cover  the  artery. 
The  patient  did  not  complain  of 
any  peculiar  sensation  on  tying  the 
ligature.  The  pulsation  above  im- 
mediately ceased. — Half  an  hour 
after  the  operation,  she  suff'ered 
from  pain  on  the  left  side  of  the 
head  and  in  the  regiow  of  the  tern- 
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poral  muscle  ;  and  then,  and  for 
some  time  after, asserted  that  a  tooth 
was  drawn  during  the  operation. 

March  10th.— Still  pain  as 
above,  and  also  very  severe  in  the 
two  first  molar  teetk,  extending  to 
the  occiput  ;  very  restless  and  ir- 
ritable; has  had,  since  last  evening, 
a  difficulty  of  swallowing. 

llth. — Slight  delirium  yester- 
day ;  pain  in  the  head  constant  ; 
saliva  from  the  affected  side  ;  de- 
glutition painful  ;  pulse  104. 

12th. — Better  ;  but  while  swal- 
lowing feels  great  vertigo. 

13th. — Ptyalism  diminished;  ex- 
pectorated some  bloody  mucus. 
Examined  the  wound,  which  had 
healed  with  the  exception  of  the 
place  kept  open  by  the  ligature. 

25th. — Endeavors  to  withdraw 
the  ligature  cause  great  pain  in  the 
above-mentioned  teeth. 

April  1st. — Ligature  removed 
without  further  pain  in  the  teeth. 

4th. — Discharged. 

July  1st. — The  above  patient  is 
now  in  good  health,  nor  has  she 
experienced  any  inconvenience  since 
she  left  the  House.  The  tumor 
has  entirely  disappeared. 

La  Grange  Place,  Boston, 


III. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

IRREGULAR  GESTATION. 

j3  Case  exhibiting  some  singular 
Phenomena  in  Parturition. 

By  John  Homans,  M.D. 

Mr.  Editor, — The  following  ex- 
traordinary case  having  recently 
occurred  to  me,  I  beg  to  make  it 
public  through  your  Journal. 

In  September,  1827,  Mrs.  N., 
who  had  been  married  several 
months,  supposed  herself  pregnant 
from  indications  which  rarely  de- 


ceive.   From  this  time  until  the 
third  month,  morning  sickness  at- 
tended her  ;  she  increased  in  size 
until  between  the  sixth  and  seventh 
month,  when  there  was  an  evident 
diminution,  so  that  by  the  ninth 
month  she  was  not  larger  than  at 
the  fourth.    At  this  time  she  was 
seized  with  regular  labor-pains  and 
sickness  at  the  stomach  ;  these 
continued  for  twenty-four  hours, 
when  they  ceased,  and  she  returned 
to  her  accustomed  occupation.  She 
however  continued  to  diminish  in 
size,  and  in  the  following  August 
was  no  larger   than  before  she 
supposed  herself  in  this  situation. 
In  the  next  September  I  was  called 
to  her  in  haste  on  account  of  pro- 
fuse uterine  hemorrhage,  attended 
with  labor-pains.    Before  I  arrived 
it  had  abated  ;  but  something  was 
preserved  for  examination,  which 
proved  to  be  a  foetus  attached  to 
its  placenta  by  a  cord.    The  foetus 
was  one  and  a  half  inch  long,  and 
of  corresponding  breadth  :   on  it 
was  clearly  delineated  the  head 
with  the  features  of  the  face,  the 
arms  (to  the  hand)  attached  to  the 
body,  and  the  lower  limbs  joined  to- 
gether.   The  cord  was  about  two 
inches  in  length,  and  the  placenta  of 
proportionate  size.  The  foetus  and 
placenta  were  remarkably  firm, 
and  evinced  that  they  had  been 
closely  pressed.    The  time  of  deli- 
very was  within  a  few  days  of  twelve 
months  from  the  time  of  conception. 
Boston,  July  iZth,  1829. 


IV. 

Abridged  from  the  London  Weekly  Review. 

STATE   OF  SURGERY  IN  SIBERIA  AND 
ASIATIC  RUSSIA. 

Dr.  Henri  de  Martius,  who 
resided  some  years  in  Russia,  has 
drawn  the  following  hasty  sketch 
of  the  different  methods  of  cure 
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in  use  among  the  Nomadic  nations 
of  Siberia  and  Asiatic  Russia. 

Baths,  and  especially  vapor 
baths,  constitute  an  important 
part  of  ihe  external  treatment  of 
all  diseases. — The  principal  sur- 
gical operation  is  bloodletting, 
which  is  performed  with  any  in- 
strument whatever, — with  a  blunt 
lancet,  a  scalpel,  a  bistoury,  a 
two-edged  needle,  or  with  a  pe- 
culiar little  knife  with  three 
points.  The  Kalmucs  make  use 
of  a  kind  of  fleam,  with  the  cut- 
ting blade  of  which  they  open  the 
vein,  with  the  assistance  of  a  lit- 
tle iron  hammer,  with  which  they 
strike  the  blow.  The  Asiatic  tribes 
employ  a  spring  instrument,  (ar- 
balete,)  the  dart  of  which  pene- 
trates the  vein  when  they  let  go 
the  spring.  In  Kamtschatca,  the 
vein  near  the  ankle,  (vena  saphena 
major,)  is  opened  by  means  of  a 
little  knife,  a  bodkin,  a  needle, 
an  awl,  &c. 

The  application  of  leeches  is 
not  unknown  to  these  tribes  ;  and 
the  mode  of  proceeding  is  very 
simple.  In  summer,  those  who 
are  desirous  of  getting  rid  of  a 
portion  of  their  blood,  undress 
themselves  and  plunge  into  a  ri- 
ver or  pond  containing  leeches  ; 
when  these  animals  have  sucked 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  blood,  they 
are  made  to  fall  off  with  a  little 
sea-salt.  For  winter  use,  the 
leeches  are  placed  with  water  in 
pits  of  clay,  and  the  water  is  al- 
lowed to  freeze  ;  when  they  are 
wanted  for  use,  the  ice  which 
covers  them  is  melted. 

Scarification,  or  acupunctura- 
tion,  is  employed  in  colic,  in  al- 
most all  tumors  and  abscesses, 
and  in  the  anthrax  of  Siberia. 
To  make  incisions,  they  use 
sharp  pieces  of  broken  glass, 
pike's  teeth,  muscle  shells,  &c. 


In  angina  and  difficulty  of  degluti- 
tion, they  pierce  the  uvula  at  dif- 
ferent times  with  a  needle  or  an 
awl.  In  ophthalmia,  the  eyelids 
are  scarified  with  little  knives, 
or  with  flattened  needles  with 
two  edges  ;  a  bandage  of  black  or 
green  stuff*,  or  a  gauze  of  black 
horse  hair,  fixed  over  the  eyes, 
serves  to  soften  the  too  powerful 
impression  of  the  rays  of  light. 
Tattooing  is  a  cosmetic  process 
amongthe  Ostiacs  and  Tungusians. 

Inoculation  for  the  smallpox  has 
been  practised  from  time  imme- 
morial in  the  Steppes  of  Asia. 
The  Mongoles  fasten  the  crust  of 
a  variolous  pustule  over  a  scratch 
made  on  the  hand  or  foot.  In 
Grucinia  and  Georgia,  they  make 
a  superficial  crucial  incision  be- 
tween the  thumb  and  fore-finger, 
and,  after  having  wiped  aw^ay  the 
blood,  touch  the  little  w^ound  with 
the  variolous  matter,  which  they 
preserve  in  a  little  box  or  flask  of 
horn  ;  they  then  cover  the  whole 
with  a  piece  of  cotton.  At  Bar- 
naoul,  at  Kiachta,  and  in  the  other 
places  on  the  frontiers  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Jekoutsk,  they  intro- 
duce into  the  nose  a  wick  impreg- 
nated with  the  variolous  matter. 
The  Tungusians  and  Buriats  ap- 
ply a  layer  of  the  lymph  which 
oozes  from  a  variolous  pustule  to 
the  cheek  or  forehead. 

For  cupping,  in  many  countries 
of  Russia,  they  are  in  the  habit  of 
applying  to  the  belly  cast-iron 
pots,  the  air  within  which  they 
have  rarified  by  means  of  a  little 
lighted  tow  ;  women  and  girls 
sometimes  employ  them  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  abortion. 
In  the  vapor  baths  they  use  fric- 
tion with  pieces  of  coarse  woollen 
stuff*,  and  flagellation  with  young 
twigs  of  birch.  Beating  with 
sticks  or  the  knout  is  sometimes 
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practised  as  a  remedy  in  mental 
diseases.  Setons  are  very  often 
used  by  the  tribes  of  the  Steppes. 
Cauterization  with  iron  or  copper 
needles  red-hot,  with  which  they 
pierce  tumors  which  have  not 
yielded  to  other  means,  is  some- 
times very  efficacious.  The  moxa 
is  one  of  the  means  in  most  fre- 
quent use  ;  it  is  made  with  cotton 
thread  :  before  applying  it,  the 
«kin  is  covered  with  a  layer  of  the 
white  of  egg,  of  isinglass,  or  of 
strong  glue.  Moxas  are  also  made 
with  hemp,  flax,  and  amadou:  the 
Kalmucs  employ  for  this  object 
the  centaury  of  Siberia,  (centau- 
via  Sibirica^)  the  down  of  the 
seeds  of  several  species  of  wil- 
low, &c.  The  Mongoles,  pre- 
vious to  the  application  of  the 
moxa,  sprinkle  the  place  with  a 
thin  layer  of  potters'  earth  or 
clay.  The  Ostiacs  and  the  Tun- 
gusians  prepare  the  oioxa  with 
the  vvooliy  and  yellow  fibres  which 
are  found  in  the  fissures  in  the 
bark  of  the  birch.  In  Siberia, 
the  down  of  several  species  of 
mugwort  is  employed  for  the  same 
use.  To  apply  the  moxa,  they 
seek  for  the  least  sensible  part  of 
the  skin  by  means  of  a  burning 
coal,  which  serves  for  a  trial. 

In  very  obstinate  tetters,  and 
in  very  inveterate  itch,  many 
tribes  of  the  Steppes  use,  in  the 
form  of  cataplasm,  a  little  insect 
akin  to  the  meloe.  Aquatic  hem- 
lock and  mezereon  serve  as  vesi- 
catories  in  Siberia. 

Pessaries  are  made  of  soap,  of 
hardened  tallow,  or  of  the  flour 
of  rye,  with  simple  syrup  or  ho- 
ney: the  Kalmucs  form  them  with 
honey  and  common  salt.  In  ob- 
stinate constipation  they  place 
the  patient  on  a  sandy  and  dry 
eminence,  and  apply  to  his  sto- 
mach a  smooth  flint,  which  has 
been  made  very  hot. 


The  principal  cosmestics  of 
these  nations  are  the  fresh  juice 
of  Solomon's  seal,  (convallaria  po- 
lygonatum.,)  decoctions  of  the  bark 
of  Daphne  mezereuniy  echinum  vul- 
gar <^c. 

The  obstetric  art  comprises 
many  very  singular  practices. 
Amongst  the  Kalmucs,  when  the 
child  is  on  the  point  of  being  born, 
the  midwife  gives  a  signal,  by 
which  the  husband  and  his  friends 
posted  near  the  house  are  ap- 
prised, and  discharge  their  fire- 
arms :  this  unexpected  explosion, 
and  the  fright  of  the  mother,  are 
supposed  to  assist  in  hastening  the 
delivery. 

Persons  bitten  by  a  tarantula, 
or  stung  by  a  scorpion,  are  first 
drenched  with  milk,  and  then 
swathed  in  a  basket,  which  is 
poised  and  whirled  in  the  air  by 
means  of  a  cord,  until  abundant 
vomiting  and  profuse  perspiration 
are  induced. 


V. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

MEDICAL  SPOON. 

^  brief  Description  of  this  newly- 
invented  Instrument, 

By  Chandler  Robbins,  M.D. 

Having  procured  one  of  these 
spoons  from  the  maker,  I  lake 
the  liberty  to  give  the  profession 
a  brief  description  of  it  through 
the  medium  of  the  Medical  Jour- 
nal. The  object  for  which  it  was 
invented  by  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson, 
of  London,  was  to  adniinister  me- 
dicine to  infants  and  children,  to 
persons  so  ill  as  to  require  food 
or  physic  whilst  in  a  horizontal 
posture,  and  to  maniacs. 

A  general  idea  of  this  instru- 
ment may  be  obtained  by  compar- 
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ing  it  to  a  common  spoon  covered 
entirely  over,  excepting  only  a 
small  space  near  the  point  through 
which  the  contained  liquid  is  to 
flow.  If  such  a  spoon  were  filled, 
its  contents  would  evidently  be 
prevented  from  flowing  into  the 
mouth  by  the  pressure  of  the  air 
on  the  exposed  surface.  This 

A  B 


evil  is  avoided  by  making  the 
handle  a  hollow  cylinder  opening 
into  the  bowl,  as  represented  in 
the  engraving  below. — For  the 
purpose  of  introducing  the  mixture 
to  be  given,  more  readily  into  the 
spoon,  a  lid  is  fixed  into  the  cover, 
which  may  be  raised  and  shut 
again  at  pleasure. 


When  used,  the  lid  C  is  to  be 
closed  tight  on  the  liquid  which 
has  been  introduced  ;  the  handle 
is  then  to  be  taken  between  the 
middle  and  fore  fingers  of  the 
right  hand,  which  fingers  should 
press  on  the  guard  B  ;  the  thumb 
being  then  placed  on  the  open 
end  of  the  handle  A,  the  instru- 
ment will  be  firmly  supported. 


When  the  bowl  of  the  spoon  is 
introduced  into  the  mouth  of  the 
child,  it  should  be  pressed  down 
on  the  tongue,  and  the  thumb  be- 
ing then  removed,  the  medicine 
will  flow  readily  out  at  D,  and 
pass  into  the  stomach. 

The  advantages  of  this  inven- 
tion are  so  obvious  as  to  need  no 
illustration. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


DYSPHAGIA, 

Attended  hy  very  unusual  and  singu- 
lar Circumstances, 

In  a  late  number  of  the  Archives 
Generales  de  Medecine,  is  reported  a 
singular  case  of  this  disease,  the  pre- 
cise nature  of  which  it  was  not  found 
easy  to  determine.  The  patient,  a 
man  about  sixty  years  of  age,  while 
swallowing  a  large  piece  of  meat, 
suddenly  experienced  a  sense  of 


stricture,  as  if  the  morsel  had  been 
arrested  at  the  entrance  of  the  oeso- 
phagus. In  a  short  time  he  began 
to  experience  a  constant  desire  of 
deglutition,  but  without  the  power, 
notwithstanding  his  continual  efforts, 
to  swallow  the  smallest  portion  of 
saliva  or  of  any  liquid  which  was 
offered  him.  He  was  incessantly 
making  the  motions  preparatory  to 
the  act  of  deglutition,  and  when  fatigue 
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obliged  him  to  remit  these  efforts, 
a  noise  was  heard  like  that  of  air 
escaping  from  the  oesophagus.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  respiration  and 
speech  were  perfectly  free,  and  no 
change  of  form  or  color  could  be 
discovered  in  the  pharynx  or  exter- 
nal part  of  the  neck.  A  bougie 
which  passed  freely  into  the  stomach, 
proved  also  that  no  obstruction  exist- 
ed in  the  course  of  the  oesophagus. 

The  spot  pointed  out  by  the  pa- 
tient as  tho  seat  of  the  foreign  body, 
was  precisely  that  occupied  by  the 
OS  hyoides,  and  the  attending  surgeon 
was  led  to  suppose  from  the  circum- 
stances present,  that  some  displace- 
ment must  have  occurred  of  the  ap- 
pendices of  this  bone.  In  pursuance 
of  this  idea,  he  carried  the  fore-finger 
of  his  right  hand  into  the  throat  of 
the  patient,  so  as  to  act  on  the  os 
hyoides,  while  his  left  hand  was 
pressed  upon  the  throat  and  upon 
the  same  bone  externally.  The  ef- 
fect was  immediate ;  the  painful  sen- 
sation under  which  the  patient  had 
been  laboring  was  removed,  and  he 
at  once  recovered  the  power  of  de- 
glutition. Two  years  after  the  same 
individual  had  a  similar  attack,  and 
the  same  mode  of  treatment  proved 
equally  successful. 

Dr.  OHivier,  who  reports  the  case, 
though  not  attended  by  himself, 
thinks  the  best  explanation  of  the 
phenomena  to  be,  that  from  a  violent 
effort  of  deglutition,  the  os  hyoides  was 
carried  downwards  in  such  a  manner 
that  one  of  its  cornua  engaged  itself 
in  the  corresponding  cornu  of  'the 
thyroid  cartilage  ;  or  that  its  inferior 
cornua  being  pressed  downward  and 
•pproximated  to  each  other,  may 


have  become  fixed  in  the  space  in- 
tervening between  the  apophyses 
of  the  thyroid.  Such  a  displacement 
would  be  rendered  possible  and  even 
likely  to  happen,  by  the  excessive 
length  of  the  cornua  of  the  hyoid 
bone  or  of  the  thyroid  apophyses, 
or  by  any  irregularity  in  the  direc- 
tion of  these  processes. 


HYDROPHOBIA. 

In  Rust's  Magazine  is  the  history  of 
a  case  of  Hydrophobia  in  which 
transfusion  was  tried.  A  large 
quantity  of  blood  was  abstracted 
from  the  arm,  and  its  place  supplied 
by  blood  from  another.  It  had  no 
good  effect,  and  the  patient  died. 

It  appears  also  by  a  paper  in 
Hufeland's  Journal,  that  Dr.  Mayer, 
of  St.  Petersburgh,  has  tried  transfu- 
sion in  a  similar  case,  and  with  a  like 
unsuccessful  result.  He  took  five 
ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm,  and, 
according  to  Magendie's  plan,  a  pint 
of  water,  at  101  degrees,  was  inject- 
ed into  the  cephalic  vein.  During 
the  operation,  a  burning  sensation  in 
the  region  of  the  subclavian  was  ex- 
perienced by  the  patient  ;  and  the 
pulse  afterwards  fell  from  90  to  60, 
and  became  very  small.  This  in- 
jection was  used  five  times  in  about 
two  days.  A  sense  of  fullness  and 
heaviness  about  the  heart  was  com- 
plained of ;  a  profuse  perspiration 
broke  out,  and  the  patient  died  of 
tetanic  convulsions.  It  will  be  re- 
collected that  these  spasms  are  in  the 
usual  course  of  the  disease,  and  al- 
though in  no  degree  mitigated  by  the 
warm  water  injections,  cannot  justly 
be  attributed  to  them. 
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In  the  North  American  Jour- 
nal is  an  interesting  paper  by 
Dr.  Rosseau,  in  which  he  relates 
three  cases  in  which  symptoms  re- 
sembling Hydrophobia  were  pro- 
duced by  other  causes  than  the  bite 
of  a  rabid  animal.  One  case  is  also 
mentioned  in  which  alman  who  had 
been  bitten  on  the  finger  by  a  dog 
which  was  afterwards  destroyed  as 
mad,  recovered  without  any  ill  con- 
sequences. These  cases,  and  the 
author's  reflections,  have  convinced 
him  that  there  is  no  specific  virus 
conveyed  in  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog, 
capable  of  producing  the  train  of 
symptoms  comprehended  under  this 
title ;  and  that  where  such  symptoms 
have  followed  a  wound  inflicted  by 
this  animal,  they  are  to  be  regarded 
as  constituting  a  variety  of  tetanus, 
and  as  caused  by  the  laceration  itself. 
Dr.  R.  thinks  that  animals  are  often 
suspected  of  madness  without  reason, 
and  that  the  signs  of  this  disease  are 
very  indeterminate.  In  common 
with  many  previous  writers.  Dr.  R. 
views  the  hydrophobia  itself  as  aris- 
ing from  a  spasm  of  the  fauces,  which 
renders  swallowing  difficult,  and  in- 
spires the  patient  with  a  horror  of 
renewing  his  efforts  to  effect  it. 


REMEDIAL  VALUE   OP  ARSENIC. 

The  Journal  last  quoted  contains 
some  remarks  on  this  subject  by  Dr. 
Coxe,  who  is  of  opinion  that  an 
excess  of  caution  has  been  used  in 
the  administration  of  this  medicine. 
He  quotes  a  case  in  which  fifty  drops 
of  the  solution  were  taken  three  times 
a  day  by  a  female  without  in- 
convenience, and  the  medicine  con- 
tinued at  intervals  for  four  years, 


during  which  time  the  whole  quanti- 
ty taken  exceeded  a  quart.  „  Dr.  C. 
thinks  that  considerable  doses,  con- 
tinued for  a  short  period,  are  more 
eff'ectual  and  less  hazardous,  on  the 
whole,  than  smaller  quantities  perse- 
vered in  longer.  The  good  effects 
which  have  been  evinced  by  this 
article  in  cutaneous  diseases,  parti- 
cularly of  a  leprous  character,  entitle 
it,  according  to  Dr.  C,  to  greater 
confidence  in  these  cases  than  any  • 
other  remedial  agent ;  and  it  ought,, 
in  his  opinion,  to  be  employed  at  an 
earlier  period  than  has  been  usual, 
without  obliging  the  patient  to  wait 
till  every  other  mode  of  treatment 
has  been  exhausted.  Our  own  ex- 
perience with  this  remedy  leads, 
however,  to  different  results. 


H-EMATEMESIS. 

Dr.  Condie  remarks  in  the  same 
Journal,  that  he  considers  the  proxi- 
mate cause  of  hemorrhage  from 
the  stomach  to  be  congestion  of 
the  capillaries  arising  from  irritation. 
In  the  treatment  of  this  affection,  he 
condemns  the  metallic  astringents  as 
decidedly  injurious,  and  recommends 
the  use  of  ipecacuanha  in  small  and 
repeated  doses.  The  good  effects  of 
this  remedy  have  frequently  been 
ascertained  by  practitioners,  and  are 
confirmed  by  the  author's  own  ex- 
perience. The  hemorrhage  is  in- 
deed frequently  arrested  by  giving  a 
scruple  or  more  of  the  powder  so  as  to 
produce  vomiting  ;  but  a  better  mode 
consists  in  the  repeated  exhibition  of 
much  smaller  doses  so  as  to  produce 
nausea.  Small  doses  of  calomel, 
given  in  like  manner,  have  also  been 
found  useful. 
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BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JULY  28,  1829. 


JONES   ON  THE   NON-EXISTENCE  OP 
MALARIA. 

We  gave  last  week  a  relation  of  the 
circumstances  attending  and  conse- 
quent on  exposure  to  marsh  miasma- 
ta, with  an  analysis  of  the  excellent 
work  of  Dr.  M'Culloch  on  this  im- 
portant subject.  Although  the  ef- 
fects and  the  laws  which  regulate 
the  action  of  malaria  have  been  hi- 
therto but  imperfectly  investigated, 
the  existence  of  this  latter  has  been 
generally, — we  had  thought  univer- 
sally,— acknowledged.  The  pam- 
phlet of  Dr.  Jones,  of  Georgia,  in 
which  he  denies  its  existence,  must 
therefore  be  considered  as  one  of 
ihe  novelties  of  the  day.  The  no- 
tice we  shall  take  of  this  Essay  will 
amount  only  to  a  brief  but  impartial 
statement  of  his  views,  putting  far 
from  us  any  attempt  to  oppose  these 
views,  and  still  farther  any  endeavor 
4o  uphold  them. 

Touching  the  history  of  this  Es- 
say,— ^^it  was  first  read  before  the 
Central  Medical  Society  of  Georgia, 
and  subsequently  sent  to  Dr.  Hays, 
to  be  published  in  his  American 
Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences. 
Dr.  H.,  after  a  careful  perusal,  re- 
turned it  to  the  author,  with  some 
marginal  notes  pointing  out  inaccu- 
racies in  the  statement  of  facts,  and 
some  feeble  points  in  the  arguments. 
Dr.  H.  also  wrote  to  Dr.  Jones  that 
his  motive  was  to  have  the  essay  ap- 
pear as  strong  and  creditable  as  pos- 
sible, and  reqiiestiog  that  it  might  be 
sent  back  to  Philadelphia  in  time  for 
insertion  in  the  next  number.  All 


this,  which  to  us  appears  extremely 
friendly  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Hays,  and 
a  mode  of  procedure  highly  honora- 
ble to  him  as  a  man  and  as  an  Edi- 
tor,— the  more  so  since  he  is  himself 
a  staunch  miasmatist, — was  received 
by  Dr.  J.  as  evidence  of  a  desire  to 
oppose  his  views,  and  of  an  unwil- 
lingness to  have  the  article  published 
in  the  Journal.  This  latter  was 
more  particularly  inferred  from  the 
fact  that  the  MS.  was  returned  for 
correction  at  so  late  a  period  as  to 
allow  but  two  days,  (ample  time,  we 
should  suppose,)  for  revision  and 
correction.  Accordingly,  as  others 
have  done  before  him,  Dr.  J.  issued 
his  essay  in  the  popular  form  of  a 
pamphlet,  and  appended  thereto  the 
marginal  notes  of  Dr.  H.,  with  suita- 
ble replies. 

In  this  Essay  two  propositions  are 
clearly  stated,  viz  : — 

1st.  "  That  no  such  deleterious  mi- 
asmatic exhalations,  so  destructive 
to  health,  exist,  except  in  the  imagi- 
nations of  speculative  theorists,"  and, 

2d.  "  That  moisture,  under  differ- 
ent states  of  temperature,  acting  on 
the  human  frame  under  different 
states  of  the  cutaneous  functions  and 
muscular  relaxation,  are  the  sole 
causes  [is  the  sole  cause]  of  inter- 
mittent and  remittent  bilious  fevers." 
The  arguments  adduced  in  support 
of  these  positions  are,  as  we  under- 
stand, the  following  : — 1st.  That  no 
chemical  analysis  or  process  of  eu- 
diometry  has  been  able  to  detect  any 
difference  in  the  composition  of 
healthy    and    unhealthy   air.  2d. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


379 


That  the  agency  of  cold,  particular- 
ly that  which  is  produced  by  damp- 
ness, in  checking  perspiration  and 
thereby  producing  fever,  is  at  once 
conformable  to  reason  and  demon- 
strated by  experience.  3d.  That 
intermittents,  or  what  are  called  ma- 
laria fevers,  are  most  prevalent  in 
moist  tracts  of  country,  and  that 
without  any  reference  to  putrefaction 
or  collections  of  stagnant  water.  4th. 
That  patients  affected  with  intermit- 
tent frequently  recover  under  proper 
treatment,  without  change  of  situa- 
tion, which  could  not  be  the  case  if 
the  cause  of  disease  existed  in  the 
atmosphere,  because  the  continued 
application  of  this  cause  would  ren- 
der all  remedies  unavailing.  5th. 
That  hydrogen  gas,  to  the  presence 
of  which  the  noxious  quality  of  ma- 
laria is  by  many  attributed,  is  not 
capable,  under  other  circumstances, 
of  producing  intermittent  fever.  6th. 
That  the  necessity  of  the  presence 
of  vegetable  putrefaction,  which  is 
contended  for  by  the  miasmatists,  is 
disproved  by  the  want  of  vegetation 
in  the  Campagna  di  Roma  and  on  the 
Pontine  marshes. 

Although  Dr.  Jones  maintains  the 
foregoing  arguments  to  have  been 
suggested  to  him  solely  by  his  own 
observation,  a  claim  which  we  cer- 
tainly would  not  deny,  we  believe 
most  of  ihem  to  have  been  advanced 
before,  and  that  Dr.  J.  might  have 
found  some  of  ihem  answered  in  the 
popular  works  on  this  subject.  As 
far  as  we  understand  Dr.  J.,  he  does 
not  himself  deny  the  existence  of 
malaria  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
term,  since  he  admits  that  it  is 
through  the  medium  of  the  atmos- 


phere that  his  morbid  agent  pro- 
duces its  effects.  The  controversy, 
then,  between  him  and  the  miasma- 
tists, turns  on  two  questions.  The 
first  is,  whether  the  presence  of  ve- 
getable decomposition  is  necessary 
in  order  to  create  this  morbid  atmos- 
phere ;  or  whether  heat  and  moisture 
are  adequate  to  its  production.  This 
question  it  is  obvious  must  be  decid- 
ed by  experience  ;  on  this  ground  it 
is  discussed  by  Dr.  M'Culloch  in  his 
treatise,  page  466 — 476,  and  on  this 
ground  it  is  also  discussed  by  Dr. 
Jones ;  but  while  the  latter  accuses 
the  former  of  making  assertions  with- 
out proof,  we  cannot  see  that  his 
own  induction  is  more  extensive  or 
his  facts  more  accurately  drawn. 

One  of  the  arguments  advanced  by 
Dr.  M'Culloch  against  the  produc- 
tion of  malaria  by  heat  and  moisture, 
is  its  non-existence  at  sea  in  tropical 
latitudes.  To  this  Dr.  Jones  replies, 
that  the  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the 
sea-salt ;  whereas  it  has  been  shown 
by  the  former  author,  that  salt  water 
in  sinjilar  circumstances  is  nearly  if 
not  quite  as  injurious  as  fresh.  The 
replies  made  by  Dr.  J.  to  other  ob- 
jections against  his  theory,  do  not 
appear  to  us  more  satisfactory,  and 
we  fear  will  not  satisfy  the  majority 
of  his  readers. 

The  second  point  at  issue  between 
our  author  and  the  miasmatists  is, 
whether  any  union  exists  between 
the  atmosphere  and  iis  noxious  in- 
gredient, by  which  the  chemical  con- 
stitution of  the  former  is  altered. 
The  negative  of  this  question  certain- 
ly gains  great  support  from  the  ar- 
gument before  mentioned  as  derived 
from  analysis  ;  and  to  this  the  mias- 
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matist  confesses  himself  unable  to 
furnish  a  full  and  entire  answer. 
This,  however,  is  perhaps  of  less 
importance  than  might  at  first  ap- 
pear. The  doctrine  of  malaria  can 
be  but  little  affected  by  any  specula- 
tions in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
combination  between  the  atmosphere 
and  the  poison.  The  composition 
of  the  air  is  still  involved  in  mystery, 
Dot  only  as  regards  the  mode  of  ex- 
istence of  vegetable  effluvia,  but  even 
that  of  moisture  itself.  *'  In  fact," 
says  a  late  writer  in  summing  up  the 
doctrines  of  philosophy  on  this  sub- 
ject, "  little  knowledge  has  yet  been 
acquired  of  the  causes  of  many  of 
the  phenomena  of  meteorology.  It 
is  not  yet  demonstrated  how  water 
rises  in  the  air,  in  what  state  it  exists, 
or  how  it  is  condensed.'*  Even  ad- 
witting,  therefore,  the  adequacy  of 
iieat  and  moisture  to  produce  the 
whole  effect  which  Dr.  J.  ascribes  to 
them,  we  seem  hardly  to  be  justified 
In  inferring  the  non-existence  of  ma- 
laria, even  in  the  fullest  sense  assign- 
ed it  by  the  miasmatists. 

But  if  Dr.  Jones  has  failed  in  es- 
tablishing his  theory,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that  he  has  adduced  in  its  sup- 
port some  ingenious  arguments,  and 
illustrated  it  by  many  curious  and 
important  facts.  Unfortunately,  some 
of  these  last  are  somewhat  loosely 
stated,  and  in  their  present  form  are 
open  to  contradiction.  We  noticed 
also  some  inaccuracies  of  expression, 
and  several  grammatical  errors,  which 
must  have  occurred  in  the  haste  of 
composition, and  which  Dr.  Jones  will 
do  well  to  correct  in  the  event  of  his 
publishing  a  second  edition. 

Finally,  with  regard  to  the  gene- 


ral question  of  the  nature  of  malaria, 
we  confess  ourselves  still  very  much 
in  the  dark,  and  unwilling  to  yield 
an  assent  to  either  of  the  above  au- 
thors. That  the  cause  of  intermit- 
tents  is  merely  a  combination  of  heat 
and  moisture  acting  under  the  cir- 
cumstances stated  by  Dr.  Jones, 
seems  to  be  contradicted  by  the  fact 
that  in  our  latitudes,  in  persons  who 
are  exposed  to  the  extremes  of  both 
during  oppressive  and  protracted 
summers,  such  exposure  is  never 
known  to  produce  fever  and  ague  ; 
but  if  the  same  persons  pass  ever  so 
rapidly  through  a  malaria  district, 
that  disease  is  not  unfrequently  in- 
duced. The  same  objection  will 
apply  to  Dr.  M'Culloch's  doctrine 
that  the  miasma  which  produces  in- 
termittents  is  the  production  of  de- 
caying vegetable  matter  in  contact 
with  moisture  under  a  certain  eleva- 
tion of  temperature.  On  the  flats 
which  border  some  parts  of  our  city, 
for  example,  hundreds  of  individuals, 
of  all  descriptions,  are  exposed  week 
after  week  to  this  combination  during 
the  heats  of  summer,  and  yet  the  ef- 
fects ascribed  to  such  exposure  are 
not  produced. — It  cannot  be  replied 
that  it  is  necessary  to  these  effects 
that  the  air  thus  poisoned  should  act 
on  a  system  modified  by  a  southern 
climate  ;  for  the  individuals  last  al- 
luded to,  after  resisting  this  noxious 
atmosphere,  are  apt  to  be  attacked 
by  intermittents  if  they  pass  through 
a  malaria  district.  The  worst  cases 
of  the  disease  we  northerners  have 
to  manage,  are  not  in  constitutions 
formed  under  the  influence  of  a  tro- 
pical sun,  but  in  our  own  men  and 
women,  who  have  contracted  the 
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disease  whilst  passing  in  the  haste  of 
business,  or  the  still  greater  expedi- 
tion of  what  they  call  pleasure, 
through  the  regions  of  marsh  mias- 
mata ; — persons  who  have  inhaled  the 
poison  in  a  single  hour,  whilst  whis- 
tling for  want  of  thought  on  the 
box  of  a  stage-coach,  or  quietly 
sleeping  on  the  deck  of  a  canal  boat. 

With  regard  to  the  effects  of  ma- 
laria, the  profession  has  been  greatly 
enlightened  by  the  labors  of  Dr. 
M'CuUoch  ;  its  nature  still  remains 
enveloped  in  too  much  mystery. 


BLISTERS  IN  ABORTION. 

We  noticed  last  week,  among  our 
Sketches,  a  case  recorded  by  Dr. 
Belden,  in  the  last  New  York  Med. 
and  Phys.  Journal,  in  which  abortion 
appeared  to  be  prevented  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  issue  from  a  blis- 
tered surface.  We  have  since  re- 
ceived the  following  note,  confirming 
this  view  of  the  subject,  from  a  va- 
lued correspondent  at  Lynn. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

Honor  to  whom  honor  is  due. 
Gents. — The  fact  communicated  in 
the  Journal  of  this  day's  date  res- 
pecting the  efficacy  of  issues  in  pre- 
venting abortion,  is  by  no  means 
new,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to 
"  the  thirteenth  edition"  of  Marryat's 
"  Art  of  Healing,"  page  240,  pub- 
lished in  Bristol,  England,  1792  ; 
from  which  the  following  extract  is 
made,  and  is  at  your  service. 

R.  H, 

"  The  cure  [of  Abortion].— Pre- 
vention is  all  we  are  capable  of  in 
these  cases.  Where  there  is  a  prone- 
ness  to  miscarry,  from  a  laxity  of  the 
niuscular  fibres,  or  if  she  has  miscar- 
ried before,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
use  the  same  regimen  as  that  recom- 


mended under  Weakness  of  the  So- 
lids, and  to  keep  an  issue  constantly 
open.  I  knew  a  lady  who  miscar- 
ried twice,  then  opened  an  issue,  and 
while  it  continued  had  three  living 
children  ;  she  then  suffered  it  to  dry 
up,  and  again  miscarried  ;  it  was  cut 
again  shortly  after,  and  she  bore  five 
strong  and  healthy  children.  Her 
issue  then  dried  up  spontaneously, 
after  which  she  miscarried  three 
times  successively. 
July2Ut,  1829. 


ROOTS  AND  HERBS. 

An  advertisement  in  the  Virginia 
Phoenix,  headed  «  The  New  York 
Medical  Academy,"  caught  our  eye 
this  morning,  and  gave  us  the  first 
intimation  we  had  received  of  the 
efforts  making  to  reform,  among  oth- 
er things,  the  science  of  medicine. 
A  number  of  Rooi-and-Herb  Doctors^ 
it  seems,  have  combined  together  for 
this  inconceivable  purpose,  and  are 
about  opening  a  Medical  School  iii 
the  city  of  New  York  !  This  is  in- 
deed a  rare  specimen  of  high  life 
below  stairs. — These  gallant  reform^ 
ers  cry  not  so  much  intrigue  and 
corruption,  as  murder  !  Mercury, 
the  lancet,  and  the  knife,"  they  pro- 
claim to  be  "  evidently  fatal  to  mul- 
titudes;" and  against  these  three 
dangerous  enemies  they  have  waged 
an  open  war.  Had  these  valiant  doc- 
tors aimed  only  to  reform  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  their  object  would 
have  been  laudable,  however  ridicu- 
lous the  measures  they  might  take  to 
accomplish  it ;  but  this'*  purpose  is 
altogether  too  contracted  to  satisfy 
the  aspirings  of  great  minds ;  the 
Root-and-Herb  Doctors  have  under- 
taken to  reform  the  Science  itself,  as 
if  the  great  principles  of  Science 
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were  capable  of  being  reformed  by 
them,  any  more  than  those  of  Natural 
Philosophy  or  Moral  Government. 
The  modesty,  however,  with  which 
their  object  is  set  forth,  is  in  perfect 
keeping  with  that  displayed  in  other 
parts  of  the  notice. 

It  seems  by  the  above-mentioned 
notice,  that  this  reform  has  been 
brewing  about  forty  years,  but  no- 
thing very  permanent  was  effected 
until  the  year  1827,  when  an  indivi- 
dual, overpowered  by  his  wonderful 
development  of  the  organ  of  benevo- 
lence, and  tender-hearted  withal  and 
not  over  fond  of  filthy  lucre,  became 
deeply  impressed  with  the  murderous 
iniquity  of  all  regularly-educated 
medical  practitioners ;— horror-struck 
with  the  waste  of  human  life  and 
happiness  occasioned  by  the  pre- 
scriptions of  the  learned,  intelli- 
gent, and  experienced  members  of 
the  faculty,  he  "  procured  a  lot  of 
ground,  and  erected  a  handsome  and 
convenient  edifice,  for  an  institution 
denominated  The  United  States 
Infirmary,^'  where  the  Science  of  Me- 
dicine might  be  reformed,  and  the 
Root-and-Herb  system  exclusively 
adopted.  Adjoining  this  United  States 
Infirmary,  or  Root-and-Herb  Steepe- 
ry,  as  it  might  with  more  propriety  be 
called," a  large  and  commodious^'edi- 
fice  has  been  since  erected  for  a  Vege- 
table Medical  School,  which  is  to  be 
opened, we  are  told,  in  November  next. 

At  this  School  of  Repoiim  are  to 
be  taught,  in  addition  to  the  reformed 
doctrines,  all  the  necessary  branches 
taught  at  other  schools ;  and  yet 
things  are  to  be  so  managed  as  that 
the  student  "  may  acquire  a  know- 
ledge of  both  in  less  than  one  half 


the  time,  and  with  half  the  expense, 
that  is  required  at  other  Medical  In- 
stitutions" I  How  this  is  to  be  effect- 
ed we  know  not,  unless  it  be  by  a  spe- 
cies of  enchantment,  to  be  exercised, 
perhaps,  by  some  magic  rod. 

But  these  redoubtable  reformers 
do  more  ;  they  guarantee  employment 
to  their  pupils  after  they  leave  the 
school,  and  that  too  "  with  a  gene- 
rous compensation"  !  ! 

At  the  Root  and  Herb  Steepery, 
"  there  will  be  no  specified  time  to 
complete  a  course  of  study,"  but 
when  a  diploma  is  given,  it  "  will 
have  a  decided  advantage  over  every 
other  ! !  Bravo  !  It  will  doubt- 
less throw  the  diplomas  of  Boston, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Balti- 
more, entirely  in  the  back-ground  ; 
and  as  for  those  from  the  Universities 
of  London,  Paris,  and  Edinburgh, 
they  will  be  mere  brown  paper  com- 
pared to  those  from  the  Roots 
and  Herbs.  The  reason  of  this  is 
obvious.  The  former  only  indicate 
the  qualification  of  a  gentleman  to 
assume  the  prerogatives  of  the  pro- 
fession ;  the  latter  do  more, — they 
ensure  him  employment. 

DR.  GODMAn's  addresses. 

Dr.  Godman,  of  Philadelphia,  is 
about  publishing  by  subscription  a 
collection  of  Addresses  delivered  by 
him  on  various  occasions  ;  with  an 
Appendix  containing  an  explanation 
of  the  "  Injurious  Effects  of  Tight 
Lacing  on  the  Organs  of  Respiration, 
&c." 

This  author  is  known  as  a  person 
of  uncommon  merit,  especially  in 
the  departments  of  Natural  History 
and  Anatomy.    All  his  productions 
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bear  the  stamp  of  genius.  It  is  to 
be  expected  that  he  will  present  in 
a  strong  light  the  facts  connected 
with  a  subject  interesting  to  the  me- 
dical profession  and  important  to 
the  community. 

The  proposed  Addresses  will  form 
an  octavo  volume.  The  subscription 
price  is  two  dollars.  A  subscription 
paper  is  left  at  Mr.  Carter's  book- 
store, corner  of  School  Street. 


SORE  NIPPLES. 

Mr.  North,  the  scientific  conductor 
of  the  Medical  and  Physical  JouV' 
nal^  siivs  he  has  found  the  following 
composition  a  very  efficacious  topi- 
cal remedy  for  sore  nipples  : — 

Take  of  Gum  Arabic  Powder,  half  an 
ounce  ; 
Alum,  five  grains. 

The  alum,  being  reduced  in  a  glass 
mortar  to  a  fine  powder,  is  to  be  well 
mixed  with  the  gum  arabic  powder. 
This  composition  is  to  be  applied  to 
the  parts  atfecied,  (previously  dried 
by  soft  linen,)  every  time  after  suck- 
ling, by  means  of  a  camel-hair  pencil. 
The  nipple,  afier  being  covered  with 
the  powder,  should  be  protected 
agi^inst  the  friction  of  the  clothes  by 
a  shield  of  some  kind, — many  being 
in  common  use.  The  best  we  are 
acquainted  with,  is  a  short  glass  tube 
made  expressly  for  the  purpose,  and 
sold  by  Mr.  Charles  While,  Apothe- 
cary, in  this  city. 

Dentition  in  an  old  Man,  and 
Death  ifi  Consequence. — An  old  man 
of  the  age  of  75  years,  consulting  Dr. 
Jahn,at  Menington,  told  him  that  he 
was  about  to  cut  a  new  tooth,  which 
was  already  bursting  through  the 
gum,  and  that  this  laie  dentition  was 
hereditary  in  his  family.  On  exa- 
mining the  mouth,  the  Doctor  per- 
ceived an  enlargement  of  the  gum 
at  the  place  of  the  last  molar  tooth, 
on  the  left  side  of  the  lower  jaw,  and 
further  back  a  protuberance  formed 


by  the  new  tooth.  A  short  time 
after,  the  old  uian  was  attacked  with 
a  violent  affection  of  the  brain,  under 
which  he  died.  On  examination  af- 
ter death,  an  inundation  of  watery 
liquid  was  found  on  the  brain.  The 
new  tooth  was  extracted  from  the 
jaw  :  it  was  perfectly  formed,  but 
small,  and  had  very  short  roots. 

Eruption  of  the  Measles  on  one 
Side  only  of  the  Body. — A  child, 
from  the  time  of  its  birth  until  it  was 
a  year  old,  had  perspired  on  only 
one  side  of  his  body.  This  singular 
anomaly  had  disappeared  under  the 
continual  application  of  warm  baths. 
In  an  epidetnic  of  measles,  the  child 
was  attacked  with  tliat  disorder,  but 
the  eruption  only  showed  itself  on 
that  side  of  the  body,  which,  from 
the  beginning,  had  enjoyed  the  great- 
est share  of  vital  activity. 

RusCs  Magazine. 

New  Mode  of  Vaccinating. — In 
the  hope  of  rendering  vaccination  a 
more  certain  preservative  against  the 
attacks  of  smallpox,  M.  Jahn  vacci- 
nates his  patients  on  the  thighs  as 
well  as  the  arms,  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  produce  from  twenty-four  to  thir- 
ty-six jiustules.  The  fever  which 
succeeds  to  this  operation  is  repre- 
sented as  very  strong,  but  as  never 
having  been  attended  with  grave  or 
dangerous  symptoms. 


Hospital  Reports. — In  this  Jour- 
nal will  henceforward  be  published, 
reports  of  interesting  cases  and  opera- 
tions which  may  occur  at  the  United 
States  Marine  Hospital  at  Chelsea,  as 
well  as  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital.  These  re|>orts  will  be 
prepared  by  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Officers  of  these  Institutions. 


REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 

The  week  ending  July  17,  at  noon. 

Of  croup,  ] — consumption,  6 — delirium  tre- 
mens, 1 — infantile,  2 — intemperance,  1 — liver 
complaint,  1 — measles,  3 — old  age,  1 — sudden, 
1.    Males,  9— females,  8.    Total,  17. 


384 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


OUR  OWN  APPAmS, 

It  has  been  suggested  to  us  by  seve- 
ral gentlemen  that  it  would  be  an  im- 
provement in  the  plan  of  this  Jour- 
nal, if  it  were  to  come  out  only  on 
the  1st  and  15th  of  every  month  in- 
stead of  weekly,  and  each  number 
contain  two  sheets  instead  of  one.  It 
would  appear,  say  they,  more  respect- 
able.— We  are  fully  of  the  same  opi- 
nion ;  and  have  to  add  that  such  a 
change  would  very  considerably  les- 
sen our  editorial  labors,  and  be  a  sav- 
ing of  expense  to  the  publishers. 

The  subscribers,  however,  derive 
advantages  from  the  present  form  and 
arrangen)ent  which  seem  to  make  it 
our  duty  to  resist  the  temptation  of 
a  more  respectable  appearance.  Ad- 
vances in  medical  science  are  made 
known,  not  only  more  speedily  than 
they  would  be  by  the  proposed  plan, 
but  in  quantities  better  suited  to  the 
«hort  intervals  of  leisure  enjoyed  by 
medical  practitioners,  and  the  work 
comes  to  them  at  a  lower  rate.  In  its 
present  form,  the  Journal  pays  only 
newspaper  postage  ;  if  the  other  me- 
thod of  publication  were  adopted  it 
would  pay  pamphlet  postage,  which  is 
Dearly  double  the  amount  for  every 
sheet.  If  again  it  were  covered,  which 
would  be  in  a  manner  necessary  under 
such  circumstances,  the  postage  of 
still  another  sheet  would  be  added, 
making  the  annual  amount  of  postage 
alone  to  those  who  reside  more  than 
100  miles  from  Boston,  more  than 
half  as  much  as  the  present  subscript 
tion  price, — a  consideration  of  no 
little  importance  to  distant  Subscrib- 
ers,— an  evidence  also  of  the  extreme 
cheapness  of  this  Journal,  as  well  as 
of  the  expediency  of  retaining  its 
present  forcn. 

We  feel  ourselves  obligated,  there- 
fore, although  in  opposition  to  our 
own  private  interest  and  wishes,  to 
continue  the  present  arrangement,  and 
if  any  improvements  are  made,  en- 


deavor to  make  them,  in  the  true  spirit 
of  the  age,  not  external  but  internal. 

The  subscriber,  formerly  ag:ent  for  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  having  become  the 
purchaser  and  sole  Proprietor  of  this  work, 
informs  those  who  are  indebted  for  the 
first  volume,  that  immediate  payment  of 
their  subscription  has  become  necessary 
in  order  to  the  proper  settlement  of  his 
accounts  with  the  former  proprietors.  He 
therefore  requests  that  upon  the  receipt 
of  this  notice,  the  amount  due  according 
to  the  bill  sent  at  the  close  of  the  volume, 
may  be  transmitted. 

JOHN  COTTON. 

BOOKSELLERS,  PUBLISHERS,  and 
AUTHORS,  are  informed,  that  by  trans- 
mitting to  the  Editor,  free  of  expense, 
a  copy  of  such  works  as  they  may  write 
or  publish  on  subjects  interesting  to  the 
medical  profession,  they  will  be  entitled 
to  a  notice  of  such  works  in  the  pages  of 
this  Journal. 


CARTER  &  HENDEE, 

Corner  of  Washington  and  School  Streels^ 

HAVE  recently  published  and  for  sale, 
LECTURES  ON  ANATOMY, 
SURGERY  AND  PATHOLOGY,  includ- 
ing Observations  on  the  Nature  and  Treat- 
ment of  Local  Diseases — delivered  at  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  by  John  Aber- 

NETHY,  F.R.S. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  estimation  in  which  the  opinions 
of  the  celebrated  teacher  in  the  School  of 
St.  Bartholomew's  is  held,  must  render 
the  present  volumes  invaluable  to  the 
student,  while  it  will  equally  serve  as  a 
work  of  reference  to  the  elder  branches  of 
the  profession,  containing,  as  it  does,  the 
views  and  opinions  of  one  whose  life  has 
been  spent  in  instruction,  and  whose  tal- 
ents and  acquirements  are  no  less  admired 
than  respected. 

Nor  is  the  value  of  the  volume  confined 
either  to  the  medical  tyro  or  the  more  ex- 
perienced practitioner.  The  popular 
reader,  from  the  plain,  lucid  and  colloqui- 
al style  of  the  Lectures,  will  derive  both 
pleasure  and  instruction  from  the  perusal, 
while  the  general  contents  yield  a  body 
of  information  not  to  be  met  with  in  works 
of  this  description,  and  which  will  render 
it  in  families  a  book  of  familiar  consulta- 
tion and  reference.  July  28. 
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I. 

RESUSCITATION  BY  OXYGEN  GAS  FROM 
APPARENT  DEATH  BY  DROWNING. 

Letter  I.— To  the  Editor. 

Cambridge  (Md.),  March  SI,  1829. 
Dear  Sir, — At  the  close  of  my 
chemical  amusements  of  this  win- 
ter, an  accident  occurred  which 
gave  rise  to  an  experiment  whose 
result  deserves,  I  think,  to  be  class- 
ed among  the  subjects  of  your  in- 
valuable Journal.  It  is  one  on  the 
efficacy  of  Oxygen  Gas  in  an  ex- 
treme case  of  Asphyxia. 

A  favorite  young  beagle  hound 
had  fallen  into  a  neighbor's  cellar 
full  of  water,  and  was  drowned. 
How  long  he  lay  there,  (which  is 
a  prominent  point  in  the  case,)  can 
only  be  conjectured  from  the  fol- 
lowing facts  : — He  was  heard 
flouncing  and  yelping  in  the  waters; 
and  the  family  believing  he  was  a 
mad  dog,  did  not  venture  in  to  his 
relief  until  their  negro  man  return- 
ed from  a  ride  of  two  miles,  on 
\vhich  he  had  been  sent  shortly  be- 
fore the  accident,  when  they  sup- 
posed he  had  got  out,  as  he  had 
been  long  silent  ;  but  on  searching, 
he  found  him  lying  dead  under  the 
water,  and  dragged  him  out.  Find- 
ing it  was  my  dog,  he  ii»formed  my 
servant,  who  obtained  a  wheel- 
barrow and  brought  hiia  home,  and 
then  went  in  quest  of  me.  When 
I  arrived,  v\ith  some  gentlemen 
who  accompanied  me  to  witness 


the  experiment  which  I  proposed, 
we  found  the  dog's  body  and  limbs 
so  cold,  hard,  and  inflexible,  that, 
taking  him  by  the  feet,  he  was 
turned  over  as  a  block  with  four 
pegs  attached  to  it. 

Having  at  hand  some  jars  of 
gases,  and  fortunately  one  of  oxy- 
gen, which  I  had  recently  prepared 
for  a  similar  experiment  with  small- 
er animals  to  be  placed  under  as- 
phyxia, from  carbonic  acid  gas,  but 
not  having  executed  my  design,  I  fill- 
ed a  large  bladder  with  the  oxygen, 
not  diluted  with  any  portion  of  ni- 
trogen, because  I  wished  to  pro- 
duce the  greatest  possible  excite- 
ment in  a  case  so  desperate.  I 
attached  to  the  bladder  a  small 
brass  stop-cock  with  a  long  beak, 
and  infused  into  his  lungs,  by  a  vio- 
lent pressure  of  the  bladder,  a  co- 
pious dose  of  the  gas  ;  upon  which 
he  instantly  made  a  convulsive  and 
solitary  yelp,  to  the  full  pitch  of 
his  usual  and  shrill  voice  in  the 
chase.  The  dose  was  repeated 
with  the  same  eflect  until  the  gas 
was  consumed.  He  v^as  placed 
by  the  fire  in  warm  blankets,  fric- 
tion constantly  applied,  and  a  strong 
dose  of  diluted  volatile  ammonia 
forced  into  the  stomach.  His  body 
and  limbs  became  relaxed  ;  his 
respiration  short  and  rapid,  with 
subsultus  lendinum. 

This  experiment  commenced  at 
one  o'clock,  and  at  eleven  that 
night  he  raised  himself  on  his  feet, 
and  made  a  few  feeble  steps.  The 
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next  morning  he  left  his  bed  in  the 
kitchen,  and  walked  to  his  kennel, 
a  distance  of  fifty  yards;  but  during 
the  second  and  also  the  third  day, 
he  suffered  under  a  total  anorexy. 
I  ordered  an  enema  of  sulphate  of 
magnesia,  and  the  following  night 
tinct.  opii  eleven  drachms.  On 
the  fourth  day  he  took  a  small  por- 
tion of  meat  ;  on  the  fifth  and  sixth 
days  he  showed  the  marks  of  ex- 
cessive atrophy  ;  in  fact,  his  vital 
functions  are  restored,  but  I  am 
candid  to  say,  those  of  the  animal 
will,  I  fear,  never  be  fully  re- 
gained. 

I  have  been  minute  with  this 
case,  not  from  a  belief  that  it  is 
the  first  instance  of  the  revival 
from  asphyxia  by  oxygen  gas,  for 
I  have  read  of  one,  and  one  only, 
and  that  arose  from  carbonic  acid 
gas  inhaled  for  experiment,  by  a 
Professor  Higgins,  in  Europe  ;  but 
I  have  never  met  with  a  case  of 
recovery  from  apparent  death  by 
drowning.  If  any  exist,  they  are 
rare,  and  it  is  certainly  a  subject 
worthy  of  attentive  prosecution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  yours,  very 
respectfully, 

Joseph  E.  Muse. 

In  answer  to  a  request  that  the 
history  of  the  case  might  be  con- 
tinued, the  editor  received  the 
following  : — 

Lette7'  2. 
Cambridge  ( Md.),  April  24,  1 829. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  in- 
quiry, I  am  gratified  to  be  enabled 
to  state  that  my  experiment  in  the 
case  of  asphyxia  has  become  more 
perfect.  In  the  course  of  eight  or 
ten  days  after  my  communication 
to  you,  the  health  of  the  subject 
began  to  improve  rapidly,  and  his 
appetite^  rtpletion^  and  vivacity, 
now  indicate  a  thorough  renovation 
of  the  animal  functions  ;  which 


candor  had  compelled  me  to  de- 
clare I  did  not  then  anticipate. 

One  other  incident  may  be  wor- 
thy of  notice, — that  his  voice, 
which  was  naturally  sharp  and 
shrill,  has  astonishingly  altered  into 
the  full  and  coarse,  though  his 
cough  resulting  from  the  accident, 
has,  with  every  other  symptom  of 
disease,  wholly  disappeared. 

Allow  me  to  acknowledge  my 
obligations  for  the  respectful  senti- 
ments you  have  done  me  the  honor 
to  express  in  your  last  and  on  for- 
mer occasions  ;  which,  in  truth,  I 
cannot  too  highly  appreciate,  as 
coming  from  the  founder  of  a  Jour- 
nal which  is  dispensing  the  fruits  of 
science  to  an  ungrateful  communi- 
ty, and  which,  though  suffered  to 
expire,  will  have  erected,  by  its 
kindly  influence  on  the  moral  con- 
dition of  man,  a  monument  impe- 
rishable. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  truly  and  res- 
pectfully yours, 

Joseph  E.  Muse.* 


II. 

ON  THE  CURE  OP  NEURALGIA  IN 
GENERAL. 

We  reprint  the  following  extract 
from  Dr.  Johnson's  analysis  of 
M'Culloch  on  Neuralgia,  because  it 
contains  much  practical  light  on  a 
subject  of  universal  interest.  The 
increased  frequency  of  neuralgic  dis- 
eases of  late  years,  has  been  already 
adverted  to  ;  the  mode  of  treatment, 
therefore,  which  has  been  found  suc- 
cessful by  distinguished  practitioners, 
cannot  be  made  too  generally  known. 
We  reommend  the  following  re- 
marks to  the  very  particular  attention 
of  our  readers. 


*  From  Silllman^s  Journal. 
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It  yj^.  author  be  right  in  consider- 
ing neuralgia  as  a  disease  dependent 
on  a  constitutional  cause,  however 
prominent  may  be  the  local  symp- 
toms,— in  short,  if  it  be  a  mode  of 
intermittent  fever,  or  fundamental- 
ly of  the  same  nature,  it  is  natural 
that  the  same  system  of  treatment 
should  be  enjoined.  To  this  he 
was  led,  more  than  twenty  years 
ago,  from  theory,  and  is  now  con- 
firmed in  the  propriety  of  the  sys- 
tem by  practice  and  observation. 
This  plan  of  treatment  has  never 
failed  him  in  recent  cases,  and  has 
often  succeeded  in  those  which 
were  of  long  standing.  In  this 
chapter,  our  author  has  been  una- 
voidably led  into  considerable  repe- 
tition, as  the  principles  of  cure,  and 
even  many  of  the  individual  reme- 
dies, have  been  broached  or  detail- 
ed in  preceding  chapters,  more  es- 
pecially when  treating  of  intermit- 
tent. It  will  not  be  necessary  for 
us,  however,  to  go  much  into  the 
minutiae  of  the  treatment ;  since  it 
was  of  infinitely  more  importance 
to  connect  the  etiology  and  patho- 
logy of  these  varieties  of  disease, 
than  to  dwell  on  their  management 
when  once  recognized. 

The  first  remark,  and  it  is  a  very 
important  one,  is  this, — that  the 
neuialgiae  often  disappear  without 
medicines,  by  a  spontaneous  effort 
of  the  constitution, — while  they 
are  also  truly  cured  by  circum- 
stances that  are  not  noticed,  and 
to  which  credit  is  not  given.  This 
explains  the  reputation  which  has 
been  gained  by  particular  modes  of 
cure,  which  were,  in  reality,  either 
nugatory  or  injurious  in  themselves. 
Hence  improper  practices  are  con- 
tinued from  mistaken  observations. 
Particular  periods  of  life,  as  the 
climacteric  in  males,  and  cessation 
of  the  catamenia  in  females,  often 
root  out  old  and  inveterate  neural- 


gic affections,  that  had  defied  all 
remedies.  The  most  frequent  of 
the  real,  though  little  observed 
causes  of  cure,  however,  will  be 
found  in  change  of  air,  and  of  gene- 
ral habits  of  life, — which,  by  the 
bye,  is  a  direct  remedy  of  great 
power,  though  often  recommended 
to  the  patient  when  the  practitioner 
is  tired  out  with  fruitless  attend- 
ance. The  effects  of  moral  im- 
pressions are  underrated  and  ridi- 
culed. A  change  of  physicians,  or 
the  acquisition  of  a  new  and  strong 
confidence  in  a  new  and  reputed 
person,  often  elfects  a  cure  where 
the  remedies  prescribed  had  little 
or  nothing  to  do  in  the  business. 

Hence  an  actual  benefit  often 
derived  from  empirical  remedies 
and  empirics,  or  from  physicians 
of  popular  if  false  reputation,  or  of 
peculiar,  perhaps  insolent  or  coarse 
manners, — an  influence  extending 
widely  over  all  the  nervous  disor- 
ders, of  which  so  many  occur  from 
the  general  cause  of  disease  which 
includes  the  subjects  of  this  essay." 
370. 

This,  in  reality,  is  the  cure  by 
charms.  This  is  the  reason  why 
quack  medicines, — the  composition 
of  which,  being  unknown,  is  more 
respected, — effect  cures,  when  the 
same  medicines  fail  in  ordinary 
prescription. 

Hence  that  universal  confi- 
dence in  substances  and  formulae, 
and  numbers  and  quantity  ;  and 
hence  especially  that  enormous 
consumption  of  empirical  remedies, 
— compounds  found  in  every  phar- 
macopoeia, but  divested  of  all  their 
virtues  under  this  form,  because 
separated  from  the  mystery  and 
the  incantation.  The  physician 
who  attempts  to  reason  with  his 
patient  on  the  effects  and  utility  of 
his  remedies,  pays  a  most  unmerit- 
ed compliment  to  human  reason  ; 
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and  while  he  will  fail  to  influence, 
he  will  not  be  very  long  in  disco- 
vering that  he  will  shortly  have 
no  patients  to  enlighten  or  to  cure. 
With  the  loss  of  the  mystery,  the 
merit  is  at  an  end  ;  and  he  who 
proves  himself  to  be  the  true  phi- 
losopher and  physician,  is  precise- 
ly the  man  who  will  never  be 
trusted."  371. 

This  is  a  melancholy  picture, 
but  we  fear  it  is  too  true.  It 
may  account  for  the  immense  re- 
putation of  a  living  practitioner, 
who  never  reasons  or  says  a  civil 
word  to  his  patients,  but  drives 
them  from  his  presence,  all  hav- 
ing and  all  knowing  beforehand, 
that  they  will  have  the  same  pre- 
scription or  box  of  pills,  whatever 
be  the  nature  of  the  malady!*  Dr. 
M.  relates  a  case  of  tic  dolou- 
reux,  which  he  had  long  treated 
in  vain  with  arsenic  and  other  re- 
medies, but  which  instantaneously 
vanished  before  the  solemn  gib- 
berish of  an  old  woman,  celebrat- 
ed for  the  possession  of  a  charm 
against  toothach. 

We  know  that  intermittents  are 
sometimes  cured  by  giving  a  pow- 
erful anodyne  just  before  the  ex- 
pected paroxysm,  which  breaks 
the  chain  and  interrupts  the  mor- 
bid process.  The  same  is  some- 
times done  in  neuralgia,  and  ought 
not  to  be  neglected,  though  they 
are  not  the  real  remedies  in  this 
class  of  maladies. 

But  the  chief  and  the  most 
energetic  remedies  in  neuralgia, 
be  the  form  what  it  may,  are  the 
tonics  ;  and  of  these,  as  in  inter- 
mittent, the  most  elBcacious  are 
bark  and  arsenic.  Each,  in  its 
class,  may  stand  at  the  head  of  a 
list  which  it  is  fruitless  to  enume- 
rate, since  it  is  so  well  known  to 
even  every  druggist  ;  nor  need  I 

*  Abornethy,  no  doubt,  and  the  blue  pill. 


repeat  what  relates  to  the  mode 
of  using  these,  since  it  is  precise- 
ly the  sanie  as  in  intermittent  fe- 
ver. That  there  is  any  one  ve- 
getable tonic  more  efficacious 
than  bark,  or  differing  in  the  mode 
of  action,  as  far  as  we  now  know 
these  remedies  and  their  powers, 
I  am  inclined  to  doubt,  but  not  to 
deny  that  such  do  exist,  since  1 
consider  that  we  are  very  far 
from  having  exhausted  the  medi- 
cines of  the  vegetable  kingdom  ; 
so  far,  indeed,  as  rather  to  be  in 
an  absolute  infancy  of  knowledge 
on  this  subject. 

While  with  bark  as  the  type, 
the  physician  may  command  the 
whole  range  of  astringents,  aro- 
matics,  and  bitters  :  he  is  also 
hound  to  try  one  where  another 
fails  ;  since  thus  may  it  possibly 
be  discovered,  even  that  what  is 
most  efficacious  in  common  inter- 
mittents may  not  be  most  so  in 
the  neuralgise,  differing  as  they 
do  in  respect  to  the  local  action 
in  the  latter.  But  as  I  can,  on  this 
subject,  say  nothing  of  any  great 
value  from  my  own  experience,  I 
must  be  satisfied  with  having 
pointed  out  the  leading  principle 
and  the  road  to  be  follow^ed  ;  as  I 
need,  also,  do  no  more  than  sug- 
gest those  combinations,  whether 
of  these  vegetable  substances 
themselves,  or  of  the  same  with 
narcolics,  the  occasionally  supe- 
rior value  of  which  in  intermit- 
tent is  well  known. 

If  arsenic  be  admitted  as  the 
type  of  the  metallic  remedies,  it 
is  equally  easy  for  the  physician 
to  command  the  whole  range  of 
these, — so  well  known,  that  I 
could  add  nothing  respecting  their 
powers, — wiiile  I  much  suspect 
that  very  fanciful  values  have 
often  been  attached  to  some  of 
them,  from  that  common  mecha- 
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nical  system  which  looks  more  to 
variety  of  medicines  than  to  a 
knowledge  of  diseases.  Much 
has  indeed  been  lately  said  res- 
pecting the  especial  value  of  the 
carbonate  of  iron,  as  it  is  general- 
ly called,  in  the  common  Neural- 
gia (Tic);  while  in  reality  it  has 
been  administered  as  a  merely 
empirical  remedy,  and  without 
system.  In  my  own  experience, 
I  had  resorted  to  it  long  before 
these  recommendations,  both  in 
intermittent  and  neuralgia,  but 
without  discovering  that  it  pos- 
sessed any  collateral  merit  above 
arsenic,  while  far  less  generally 
efficacious  as  a  remedy.  But,  on 
all  these  remedies  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  hear  of  the  experience  of 
others,  since  I  have  wanted  both 
temptation  and  opportunity  to  do 
them  justice.  As  to  the  value  of 
arsenic  compared  to  bark,  I  can 
only  repeat  what  I  said  formerly, 
that  I  have  found  it  more  gene- 
rally efficacious  in  neuralgia, 
while  it  has  appeared  less  so  in 
intermittent  ;  often  acting  almost 
like  a  charm  on  the  pain,  and 
even  in  cases  of  many  years' 
duration.  But  on  this  also  I  am 
ready  to  be  corrected  ;  as  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  experience  of 
no  one  individual,  even  were  it 
far  greater  than  mine  has  been, 
is  sufficient  to  decide  on  subjects 
of  this  nature."  377. 

Dr.  M.  makes  no  distinction, 
as  to  treatment,  in  the  different 
forms  of  the  disease, — with  the 
exception  of  sciatica,  in  which  he 
has  not  had  much  experience. 
A  medical  friend,  residing  in  a 
district  noted  for  this  disease,  in- 
forms our  author  that  he  has  de- 
rived the  most  marked  advantage 
from  this  remedy  in  numerous  cases. 

When  the  attacks  of  intermit- 
tent or  neuralgia  are  either  very 


irregular  or  of  long  standing,  the 
power  of  medicine  is  very  limited 
in  breaking  the  chain  of  morbid 
action.  A  single  bloodletting  has 
often  rendered  a  recent  intermit- 
tent regular,  though  previously 
irregular  ;  and  Dr.  M.  suggests, 
but  without  having  experience  on 
the  point,  a  similar  experiment  in 
irregular  neuralgia,  while  he  con- 
demns the  practice  of  repeated 
d'iple^ion.  Mercury,  pushed  so 
as  to  affect  the  mouth,  will  some- 
times render  agues  amenable  to 
tonics,  though  previously  rebel- 
lious. The  same  may  be  tried  in 
the  neuralsrias.  since  in  both  class- 
es  the  glandular  viscera  are  often 
deranged,  and  the  mercury  acts 
beneficially  in  correcting  such 
disorders.  But  as  the  greater 
number  of  cases  which  present 
themselves  are  now  chronic,  and 
consequently  inveterate,  pi  obably 
from  the  wrong  treatment  em- 
ployed when  they  were  recent, 
so  the  cures  will  be  comparative? 
ly  few,  however  judicious  the  re- 
medies. It  is  not  until  the  old 
cases  shall  have  died  off,  and  a 
generation  of  the  same  diseases 
has  arisen  under  the  improved 
practice,  that  a  fair  trial  can  be 
given  to  the  latter. 

One  great  cause  of  neuralgia 
becoming  chronic,  is  the  caprice 
or  impatience  of  the  afflicted. 
Anxious  for  a  speedy  cure,  they 
are  led  away  in  succession  by 
nam.e  after  name,  and  recom- 
mendation after  recommendation; 
the  consequence  of  which  is,  that 
no  steady  system  is  pursued,  and 
no  cure  effected.  The  work, 
half  done  by  one,  is  reversed  by 
another,  till  at  length  the  patient 
is  rendered  sceptical  as  to  the 
skill  of  the  practitioner  or  the 
potency  of  the  medicine. 

But  the  paramount  object  is  to 
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withdraw  the  patient,  if  possible, 
from  the  operation  of  the  primary 
causes  of  the  disease.  On  this 
account,  the  locality  of  his  resi- 
dence should  be  carefully  exa- 
mined, according  to  the  rules 
which  have  been  already  laid 
down  by  the  author  in  his  Trea- 
tise on  Malaria,  and  of  which  the 
reader  will  find  ample  analyses  in 
this  Journal.  Without  such  re- 
moval from  the  sphere  of  the 
causes,  no  permanent  cure  need 
be  expected.  The  dread  of 
moisture  should  ever  be  in  the 
patient's  mind, — he  should  remove 
to  a  dry,  but  not  to  a  cold  situa- 
tion, since  cold  itself  is  an  excit- 
ing cause.  The  change  of  scene 
and  air  .'esulting  from  travelling 
alone,  would  often  eflfect  the 
cure,  both  in  agues  and  the  neu- 
ralgiae. 

"  What  remains  as  to  the  ge- 
neral treatment,  relates  to  diet. 
As  in  intermittent,  whether  re- 
cent or  chronic,  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  the  usual  full 
diet  of  persons  in  health,  with  a 
rational  use  of  wine,  forms  an  es- 
sential aid  to  the  cure,  and  that 
it  has  often  proved  a  cure  in  it- 
self, when  used  as  replacing  the 
opposite  and  pernicious  system. 
But  I  shall  not  enlarge  on  this  ; 
as  the  evils  arising  from  low  diet 
are  involved  in  those  belonging 
to  the  debilitating  practice  on 
which,  even  after  all  that  I  have 
said,  I  must  offer  some  additional 
remarks  hereafter."  386. 

Of  the  local  remedies  for  neu- 
ralgia we  need  say  but  little.  Dr. 
M.,  like  Dr.  Heberden,  found 
blisters  to  aggravate  the  pain 
when  placed  near  the  nerve  af- 
fected. What  has  been  called  a 
perpetual  blister  is  still  worse, 
as  proving  "  almost  always  a  po- 
sitive aggravation,  not  only  of  the 


local  disease  itself,  but  of  the  ge- 
neral irritation  and  disorder  of 
the  system." 

Dr.  M'Culloch's  local  treatment 
of  this  disease,  which  is  given  some- 
what in  detail,  will  be  concluded  ia 
our  number  for  next  week. 


HOSPITAL  REPORTS. 

Cases  of  Compound  and  Compli- 
cated Fracture^  requiring  JJmpu- 
tation.  Reported  for  this  Jour- 
nal from  the  Massachusetts  Ge- 
neral Hospital. 

Case  1st. 
May  [29th,  1829.— Mr.  H.  M., 
aged  23,  a  painter,  fell  about 
thirty  feet  from  a  stagings — was 
taken  up  in  a  state  of  insensibility, 
and  remained  so  for  some  hours. 
Was  brought  to  the  Hospital  four 
hours  after  the  accident.  Could 
not  then  be  made  to  notice  with- 
out much  effort  ; — he  would 
scream  out  when  moved  suddenly. 

On  examination,  the  left  femur 
was  found  fractured  into  several 
parts  at  its  lower  extremity. 
Some  portions  of  the  bone  had 
been  forced  through  the  soft  parts, 
accompanied  by  considerable  he- 
morrhage. The  right  wrist  was 
much  swollen,  and  very  painful  on 
motion.  About  the  left  eye  and 
extending  to  the  temple,  was  con- 
siderable ecchymosis.  No  other 
marks  of  injury  could  be  found 
about  the  head.  The  trunk  ap- 
peared very  well.  On  each  leg 
was  a  large  and  old  ulcer.  The 
patient  was  exceedingly  stupid, 
and  much  inclined  to  sleep  :  he 
would  start  suddenly  at  times,  as 
if  altogether  unconscious  of  action 
or  situation.  Pulse  small  and 
feeble;  scarcely  felt  at  the  wrist; 
extremities  cold  ;  a  sallow  pale- 
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ness  was  over  the  whole  body. 
Endeavors  were  made  to  retain 
the  bone  in  a  comfortable  situa- 
tion. Wine,  brandy,  and  water, 
were  freely  administered.  Ha- 
bits intemperate. 

30th. — Reaction  began  to  take 
place  about  8,  P.  M.,  yesterday. 
Was  very  restless  during  the 
night,  requiring  force  to  keep 
him  in  bed.  Took  lemonade,  wa- 
ter, &c.,  during  the  night.  This 
morning,  pulse  full,  quick,  but 
not  strong.  Took  a  little  gruel. 
At  11,  A.M.,  Consulting  Surgeons 
convened,  and  advised  immediate 
amputation.  Preparations  were 
made,  and  in  a  very  short  time 
the  patient  was  ready  in  the  thea- 
tre for  operation.  He  seemed  to 
be  unconscious  of  what  was  to  be 
done,  and  inclined  to  sleep. 

Operation  hy  Dr.  Warren. 
The  artery  was  compressed  in 
the  groin,  and  the  thigh  amputat- 
ed by  the  circular  operation. 
Two  ligatures  were  applied,  and 
the  patient  removed  to  be  dressed 
in  his  ward.  Lost  but  very  little 
blood. 

31st. — No  after-hemorrhage 
from  the  wound.  Stump  was 
dressed  with  adhesive  straps,  &c., 
and  has  remained  well.  Pulse 
quick,  and  somewhat  full  ;  was 
very  restless  during  the  night  ; 
discharge  of  urine  involuntary,  ac- 
companied with  excruciating  pain, 
but  not  tinged  with  blood  ;  bowels 
costive;  mind  wandering  at  times; 
some  involuntary  motion  of  the 
muscles  about  the  face ;  eyes 
wild. 

R.  Infus.  Sem.  Lin.  3  vi. 

Spts.  iElh.  Nitrosi,  3i.    M.  rep. 
qnaq.  hor.  2da. 
Enema  Commune. 

June  1st. — One  dejection  yes- 
terday after  enema  ;  dysuria  con- 


tinues ;  slept  but  little  last  night ; 
in  almost  constant  motion,  throw- 
ing himself  from  one  side  of,  the 
bed  to  the  other. 

2d. — Has  had  no  deje^Jon 
since  the  31st  of  May.  Wound 
dressed  to-day  ;  ligature  came 
away  ;  no  hemorrhage  ;  discharge 
thin  and  foetid  ;  general  want  of 
action.    Enema  commune  to-day. 

3d. — Pulse  small  ;  very  weak  ; 
appetite  wanting  ;  disposed  to  be 
comatose;  very  restless  at  times; 
dysuria  less.  May  have  two 
glasses  of  wine  daily. 

R.  Quin.  Sulph.  gr.  ij.,  in  Pil.  quaq. 
hor.  2da. 
7th. — Very  restless  ;  delirium 
at  times  ;  diarrhoea  since  yester- 
day. Omit  pill.  Wine  whey 
three  gills,  three  times  daily. 

R.  Tr.  Opii,  gtt.  xv.    Ev.  hr. 

till  diarrhoea  be  checked. 

8lh. — Wound  shows  no  great 
disposition  to  heal  ;  diarrhoea 
ceased;  now  pain  in  the  abdomen; 
dysuria  continues  to  annoy  at 
times.  Omit  opium,  and  apply 
fomentations  over  the  bowels. 

10th. — Better  :  mind  less  wan- 
dering ;  less  disposed  to  sleep  ; 
pain  in  the  abdomen  subsided  ; 
wound  appears  more  healthy. 

11th. — No  dejection. 

R.  Tr.  Rhei,  gss.  statim. 

13th. — Improving  in  all  res- 
pects.   Omit  Spts.  jEth.  Nitrosi. 

14th. — Answers  questions  un- 
derstandingly.  May  have  milk 
porridge. 

15th. — Appetite  good;  stomach 
and  bowels  regular  ;  wound  heal- 
ing. 

17th. — May  have  broth. 
18th. — Pulse  90  ;  wound  dis- 
charges much. 

R.  Pulv.  Cinch.  3i. 

Tr.  Ejusdera,  3  ss.  M.  ter  in  dies. 
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22d, — Costive;  complains  much 
of  the  right  wrist. 

R.  Tr.  Rhei,  3ss.  every  four  hours. 

23d. — Six  or  seven  dejections, 
with  relief.    Opiate  if  needed. 

24th. — Discharge  from  the 
wound  much  diminished  ;  yester- 
day P.  M.,  had  a  severe  chill, 
with  nausea  ;  got  an  emetic,  and 
vomited  much  foul  matter;  tongue 
still  coated.  Omit  Tr.  Cinch, 
and  bark  ;  take  wine  whey,  wine 
and  water.    Drink  balm  tea. 

25th. — Wound  nearly  closed, 
but  discharge  scanty,  flaky,  and 
very  fcetid  ;  surface  of  the  wound 
smooth,  and  covered  with  a  sub- 
stance like  coagulated  albumen. 
Apply  poultice  at  night. 

2Gth. — Discharge  much  more 
copious,  but  exceedingly  foetid 
and  flocculent.  Complains  much 
of  pain  and  stiffness  in  the  shoul- 
der. Wash  the  wound  with  So- 
lution of  Chloride  of  Lime. 

29th. — Right  wrist  very  pain- 
ful; much  swollen;  appetite  gone; 
emaciation  great.  Fomentation 
of  bitter  herbs  to  the  wrist. 

30th. —Fails  rapidly. 

Brandy,  3ss.  every  four  hours. 

July  4th. — Mind  wandering  ; 
great  tremor  of  the  hands  ;  con- 
vulsive twitching  of  the  muscles 
of  the  face. 

6th. — Gradually  sinking. 

9th. — Died.  On  examination 
of  the  wrist,  a  large  quantity  of 
pus  issued  ;  perhaps  3viij.  The 
capsular  ligament  of  the  wrist 
was  found  ruptured  behind  ;  the 
radius  and  ulna  were  thrust  back- 
ward. The  OS  scophoides  and  os 
cuneiforme  were  broken  in  halves; 
a  small  portion  separated  from 
the  OS  lunare,  and  the  styloid  pro- 
cess from  the  ulna.  The  frag- 
ments were  disjointed  from  the 


radius  and  driven  forward,  lying 
before  the  remaining  halves  of 
the  bones.  The  whole  appear- 
ance was  as  if  a  blow  with  an  in- 
strument half  an  inch  in  width, 
had  been  directed  transversely 
across  the  wrist. 

The  remaining  leg  lay  upon  the 
side  with  the  toes  pointed  in- 
wards, and  could  not  be  reduced; 
appearing  as  if  dislocated  at  the 
hip  joint.  Being  examined  as  to 
this,  the  head  of  the  bone  was 
found  in  its  place,  the  round  liga- 
ment in  an  eroded,  ulcerated 
state,  and  the  capsular  ligament 
filled  with  pus. 

Case  2d. 

May  1 5th,  1829.— James  Doms- 
ley,  an  Irish  laborer,  aged  27, 
while  scuffling  with  his  comrades, 
tripped  and  fell  among  some  tim- 
ber that  was  near  at  hand.  He 
was  taken  up  and  brought  to  the 
Hospital  immediately,  where  he 
was  examined.  The  tibia  was 
found  fractured  nearly  transverse- 
ly, about  six  inches  below  its 
head,  and  quite  a  large  opening 
through  the  soft  parts  communi- 
cating with  the  fractured  ends  of 
the  bone.  The  hemorrhage  at 
the  wound  was  considerable.  The 
fibula  was  not  broken.  The  pa- 
tient was  very  stout  and  muscu- 
lar, constantly  in  the  habit  of  us- 
ing ardent  spirits  very  freely. 
Tbe  limb  was  placed  and  support- 
ed upon  a  pillow;  the  hemorrhage 
soon  ceased,  and  an  evaporating 
lotion  was  applied.  Internally 
was  ordered  the  following  : — 

R.  Spt.  iEth.  Nitrosi,  3ss. 

Tr.  Opii,  3ij.  M. 
Cujus,  gti.  XXX.    Sum.  quaq.  hor. 
tertia. 

16th. — Was  very  restless  fore 
part  of  the  night ;  dragged  the 
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limb  out  of  place,  and  produced 
bleeding;  toward  morning  became 
more  quiet.  Pulse  84  and  full  ; 
vessels  of  conjunctivae  loaded. 

R.  Sol.  Mag.  Sulph.  5iv.    Si  opus 
sit,  dos.  repeiet. 

12th. — Patient  quiet  ;  slight 
hemorrhage  yesterday  P.M.  ;  ca- 
thartic operated. 

20th. — Leg  very  much  inflam- 
ed, and  covered  with  phlyctaenae 
about  the  wound.  Mind  watider- 
ing  ;  constant  motion  and  mutter- 
hig  in  sleep. 

Appiic.  parti  affect.  Hirud.  No. 
XX.  postea  cataplasm,  commune,  et 
soepe  repetetur. 

May  have  brandy  and  water,  with 
Tr.  Opii  pro  re  nata. 

24th.— Constitutional  symptoms 
less  urgent  ;  inflammation  subsid- 
ed; discharge  rather  copious  from 
the  wound,  thin  and  bloody;  ulcer- 
ation extending.  Patient  drinks 
much  ;  perspires  freely  ;  has  no 
appetite  ;  pulse  frequent  and  fee- 
ble ;  bowels  costive. 

R.  01.  Ricini, 

Tr.  Rhei,  aa  3  ss.  M.  post  operat. 
R.  Ammon.   Carbotiat.    gr.    v.,  et 
rep.  quaq.  hora  quarta. 

Continue  brandy  and  laudanum  as 
circumstances  may  require. 

27th. — Sinking  :  yesterday,  co- 
pious flow  of  arterial  blood  from 
the  wound  ;  was  arrested  by  com- 
pression of  the  femoral  arteiy  ; 
mind  rather  more  tranquil.  Con- 
tinue stimulants  and  antispasmo- 
dics. 

29th. — No  hemorrhage  since 
the  26lh  ;  seems  a  little  more 
comfortable  ;  mind  more  active 
and  less  confused  ;  less  muttering 
in  sleep  ;  large  slough  separating 
from  around  the  old  wound. 

3lst. — Yesterday  slough  came 
away  ;  copious  hemorrhage  fol- 


lowed ;  patient  has  sunk  in  conse- 
quence ;  pulse  104  and  feeble  ; 
takes  but  little  nourishment. 

June  2d. — A  consultatiofi  of  the 
Hospital  Surgeons  was  held  to- 
day, and  atnputation  advised  as 
the  only  possible  course  that  pro- 
mised anything  to  the  patient. 
Has  had  no  more  bleeding  ;  con- 
tinues stimulants,  &c.,  with  broth 
and  beef-tea. 

3d. —  Operation  by  Dr.  Otis^  at 
5,  P.  M. — The  artery  was  effi^ 
ciently  compressed  at  the  groin, 
and  the  limb  removed  from  above 
the  knee  by  the  circular  mode  of 
operating.  Two  ligatures  were 
applied,  and  not  more  than  three 
ounces  of  blood  lost  during  the 
whole  operation.  The  wound 
was  dressed  in  the  usual  manner, 
and  no  hemorrhage  followed. — At 
7,  P.  M.,  was  visited.  Patient 
seemed  very  stupid,  and  scarcely 
could  be  aroused  ;  was  bathed  in 
a  clammy  sweat;  hands  cold;  pulse 
very  feeble  at  the  wrists.  Drank 
some  warm  brandy  and  water. 
Efl'orts  were  made  to  produce 
reaction  in  the  system,  but  with- 
out efl*ect  ;  he  continued  to  sink 
quite  gradually,  and  at  9,  P.M., 
expired. 

The  limb,  after  it  was  remov- 
ed, was  examined.  A  large 
quantity  of  purulent  matter  was 
found  imbedded  among  the  mus- 
cles ;  the  soft  parts,  for  a  con- 
siderable distance,  were  clearly 
separated  from  the  bone.  The 
body  was  examined  post-mortem, 
and  no  marks  of  disease  found. 


CEDEMA  OF  THE  GLOTTIS 

Successfully  treated  at  the  Hospital 

at  Nantes. 
Peter  Burgoin,  aged  46  years,  en- 
tered the  Hospital  of  Nantes  on  the 
2yth  of  December.    Four  days  pre- 


394 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


viously  he  had  been  exposed  to  a 
current  of  cold  air,  while  in  a  state 
of  perspiration,  soon  after  which  he 
was  seized  with  sore  throat  and  diffi- 
culty of  swallowing,  followed  by  a 
sense  of  burning  heat  along  the  tra- 
chea, and  constant  cough.  The  op- 
pression, difficulty  of  breathing, 
glairy  expectoration,  &;c.,  increased, 
and  when  he  entered  the  hospital  he 
was  in  a  very  dangerous  condition, — 
each  inspiration  being  effected  with 
great  labor.  His  face  was  of  a  vio- 
let color, —  pulse  hard  and  full.  The 
alum  insufflation   emplo^'ed  twice. 


[See  below.]  It  caused  some  irrita- 
tion at  first,  and  much  cough,  during 
which  he  inhaled  with  considerable 
difficulty.  Afterwards  the  breathing 
became  more  easy, — he  was  nearly 
seven  hours  without  coughing,  and 
the  night  was  pnssed  in  comparative 
tranquillity.  The  insufflation  was 
practised  every  day  till  the  disease 
yielded.  Very  few  other  medicines 
were  employed, — none  of  any  effi- 
ciency. Expectoration  came  on 
about  the  fourth  day  after  he  was 
received,  and  then  the  symptoms 
became  much  mitigated. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


ALUM  INSUFFLATION. 

The  insufflation  of  finely  powdered 
alum  is  recommended  by  Laennec  as 
having  been  very  successful  in  An- 
gina Pellicularis.  This  name  has 
been  recently  given  to  all  those  in- 
flammations about  the  throat,  in 
which  false  membranes,  as  they  are 
commonly  called,  are  thrown  out,  so 
as  to  diminish  the  calibre  of  any  of 
the  air  passages.  Even  in  Cynanche 
Tonsillaris,  the  practice  recommend- 
ed is  capable  of  subduing  the  disease 
more  speedily  than  any  other. 


NOTICES  IN  PATHOLOGY. 

Under  this  head,  four  interesting 
cases  are  related  by  Dr.  Geo.  B. 
Wood,  in  the  last  North  American 
Journal.  In  the  first,  the  patient, 
an  active  intelligent  boy,  about  three 
years  of  age,  was  attacked  somewhat 
suddenly  with  a  partial  paralysis  of 
the  lower  extremities,  accompanied 
with  some  anomalous  symptoms.  On 
attempting  to  walk,  he  moved  for- 
ward with  a  tottering  step,  in  a  di- 


rection constantly  inclining  toward 
the  left  side,  for  a  short  distance,  and 
then  fell.  In  the  silting  or  standing 
posture,  his  head  had  a  similar  in- 
clination to  the  left  shoulder.  His 
intellect  was  somewhat  impaired, 
and  his  sense  of  hearing  less  acute 
than  usual.  These  circumstances, 
and  the  recollection  of  M.  Homens' 
observations  in  regard  to  cerebral 
affections,  directed  the  suspicions  of 
Dr.  W.  to  the  cerebellum.  These 
were  confirmed  in  the  course  of  the 
next  day  by  the  patient  complaining 
of  severe  pain  behind  the  left  ear. 
Recourse  was  immediately  had  to 
local  bleeding,  blistering,  &c.,  and 
in  three  days  afterward  the  boy  re- 
covered. 

The  second  case  affords  an  exam- 
ple of  the  consequences  which  follow 
upon  repelled  eruptions.  A  gentle- 
man, ael.  70,  was  attacked  with  ery- 
sipelas of  the  face,  which  extended 
downward  so  as  to  cover  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  anterior  part  of 
the  chest.    The  part  thus  affected 
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was  treated  with  solution  of  corro- 
sive sublimate,  which  at  once  reliev- 
ed the  erysipelatous  inflammation, 
but  was  followed  by  swelling  and  in- 
duration on  the  left  side,  and  symp- 
toms of  prostration.  A  blister  was 
applied  to  the  breast  and  tonics  ad- 
ministered, but  without  avail  ;  the 
patient  died  on  the  fourth  day. 

The  third  and  fourth  were  cases 
of  cerebral  disorder  ;  the  first  with 
symptoms  resembling  apoplexy,  the 
last  of  a  convulsive  character, — both 
induced  by  gastric  oppression,  and 
relieved  principally  by  vomiting. 


THE  F(ETAL  CIRCULATION. 

Dr.  J.  R.  CoxE,  in  the  same  Jour- 
nal, maintains  the  doctrine  of  a  di- 
rect communication  between  the  ute- 
rus and  the  placenta,  by  means  of 
the  bloodvessels,  without  any  inter- 
mediate structure.  This  doctrine  is 
supported  by  many  distinguished 
anatomists,  some  of  whom, — viz.. 
Cooper,  Vieussens,  and  Haller, — 
have  confirmed  it,  as  they  think,  by 
the  aid  of  injections.  Similar  injec- 
tions were  attempted  by  Dr.  Monro, 
who  reports  them  as  having  proved 
unsuccessful.  Dr.  C.  considers  the 
question  as  interesting  in  a  physiolo- 
gical point  of  view,  though  practical- 
ly unimportant. 


A  POWERFUL  DTSCUTIENT. 

A  YOUNG  woman  applied  to  the  Sur- 
geon of  St.  George's  Hospital  to  have 
a  tumor  taken  from  her.  It  was 
hard,  encysted,  the  size  of  a  marble 
or  larger,  and  situated  at  the  outer 
corner  of  the  right  eyelid  and  super- 
ciliary ridge  of  the  frontal  bone.  It 
had  existed  about  three  months,  and 
increased  rapidly. 


The  morning  of  the  day  on  wh-ch 
it  was  to  have  been  extracted,  she 
accidentally  received  a  violent  blow 
on  it,  and  at  noon  it  was  found  soft, 
fluctuating,  free  of  pain,  and  nearly 
dispersed.  She  was  directed  to  wait 
a  fortnight  and  see  the  resuh  of  this 
accident,  which  was  doubtless  a  per- 
fect cure,  since  she  did  not  after 
make  her  appearance. — May  not  the 
Surgeon  derive  a  practical  lesson 
from  this  case  ?  Does  it  not  involve 
a  principle  which  has  given  a  certain 
degree  and  kind  of  reputation  to 
quacks  and  professed  bonesetlers 
and  callus  breakers  ? 


STEM  OF  A  TOBACCO-PIPE  EXTRACTED 
FROM  THE  URETHRA  AND  BLAD- 
DER. 

A  CASE  is  recorded  in  the  London 
Medical  Gazette,  of  a  person  54 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  subject 
for  years  to  an  occasional  stoppage 
in  the  urinary  passage,  after  exposure 
to  cold,  &c.  One  night  as  the  fit 
came  on  him  in  a  state  of  intoxica- 
tion, he  being  unable  to  find  his  ca- 
theter, seized  a  common  tobacco-pipe 
and  passed  the  stem  into  the  bladder. 
The  urine  flowed  freely  througli  it, 
and  he  was  relieved.  On  withdraw- 
ing the  pipe,  it  broke,  and  about  four 
inches  of  the  stem  remained  in  the 
urethra.  Much  pain  and  tension 
was  experienced  in  the  perineum  ; 
and  on  introducing  the  finger  per 
ano,  the  stem  was  felt  projecting  into 
the  bladder. 

All  attempts  to  remove  this  body 
by  forceps  were  unavailing,  and  it 
was  at  last  withdrawn  through  a  hole 
cut  into  the  urethra  anterior  to  the 
bulb.  The  wound  healed  readily, 
and  no  bad  consequences  ensued. 
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In  which  Urine  was  passed  by  the 
Umbilicus. 

Under  this  title  is  reported,  in  the 
London  Medical  and  Physical  Jour- 
nal, a  singular  case,  which  occurred 
in  the  Worcester  Infirmary,  in  a  fe- 
male patient,  aged  twenty-three.  In 
consequence  of  exposure  to  cold  dur- 
ing menstruation,  symptoms  of  abdo- 
minal inflammation  came  on,  toge- 
ther with  suppression  of  urine.  For 
eighteen  days  no  water  was  passed 
by  the  natural  efforts,  and  the  quan- 
tity secreted  seemed  gradually  to  di- 
minish, until  none  could  be  obtained 
by  the  catheter.  At  this  time  a 
bloody  discharge  appeared  at  the 
umbilicus,  which  afforded  some  re- 
lief. On  the  23d  day  urine  began  to 
be  discharged  at  the  umbilical  outlet, 
but  ceased  to  be  so  on  the  26ih. 
Five  days  after,  six  ounces  of  urine 
were  drawn  off  by  the  catheter;  and 
in  an  hour,  two  quarts  of  the  same 
appearance  gushed  from  the  umbili- 
cus. This  discharge  now  continued 
for  three  days,  and  then  ceased 
during  the  same  time,  no  water  in 
the  mean  while  being  passed  through 
the  urethra.  On  the  38th  day,  two 
quarts  of  water  flowed  from  the  um- 
bilicus, and  this  was  followed  by  in- 
stant relief.  For  eight  days  there 
was  little  variation  ;  no  urine  could 
be  obtained  from  the  urethra,  but  it 
passed  daily  from  the  umbilicus.  At 
length,  on  the  46th  day,  four  ounces 
of  urine  were  drawn  from  the  blad- 
der. The  discharge  by  the  urethra 
now  daily  increased,  and  that  from 
the  umbilicus  lessened.     There  was 


also  a  gradual  amelioration  of  the 
symptoms  ;  except  that  vomiting, 
which  she  had  had  from  the  begin- 
ning, still  continued  obstinate.  The 
bladder  was  regularly  emptied  by 
the  catheter  for  more  than  a  month, 
after  which  time  she  began  to  pass 
some  urine,  and  the  power  over  the 
organ  was  gradually  restored.  She 
slowly  recovered  her  general  health, 
and  menstruation  was  t;eestablished. 

This  remarkable  and  interesting 
case  presents  several  subjects  for 
physiological  and  pathological  in- 
vestigation. The  great  point  to  be 
determined,  however,  is,  by  what 
means  the  urine  was  conveyed  to 
the  umbilical  orifice.  Did  the 
urachus  become  a  pervious  canal, 
and  permit  the  water  to  pass 
through  it  from  the  bladder  ?  or 
was  the  fluid  secreted  in  the  peri- 
toneal cavity,  and  an  opening  made 
by  ulceration  in  the  thinnest  portion 
of  its  parietes  ?  The  circumstance 
of  the  bladder  being  found  empty  for 
so  long  a  period  before  the  vicarious 
discharge,  renders  the  former  sup- 
position very  improbable.  We  must 
therefore  suppose  it  to  have  been  a 
real  metastasis,  similar  in  its  nature 
to  those  rare  cases  which  have  been 
recorded  aniong  the  niedical  curiosi- 
ties of  other  countries,  and  to  the 
remarkable  instance  which  occurred 
in  a  neighboring  state  three  years 
ago, — a  case,  some  account  of  which 
may  be  found  in  this  Journal,  Vol. 
I.  No.  3,  under  the  title  of  Paruria 
Erratica,  and  which  has  scarcely  yet 
terminated  its  progress  through  the 
journals  of  Europe. 
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BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  AUGUST  4,  1829. 


CONVERSATIONS  ON  THE  ANIMAL 
ECONOMY. 

Among  the  circumstances  which  dis- 
tinguish the  present  age  from  those 
which  have  preceded  it,  certainly  not 
the  least  remarkable  is  the  effort 
which  is  making  to  diffuse  science 
among  all  classes  of  the  community. 
Those  branches  of  knowledge  which 
formerly  were  limited  to  a  favored 
few,  have  within  a  few  years  become, 
through  the  medium  of  lectures  and 
popular  publications,  to  a  certain  de- 
gree attainable  by  all.  A  large  class 
of  works  tending  to  this  object,  have 
been  written  for  the  avowed  purpose 
of  instructing  children,  but  in  a  man- 
ner calculated  to  render  them  highly 
useful  to  adults  whose  attention  has 
not  been  turned  to  the  subjects  of 
which  they  severally  tieat,  and  to 
whom  it  is  desirable  to  obtain  some 
general  information  on  these  topics. 
Thus  we  have  Conversations  on  Che- 
mistry, Conversations  on  Political 
Economy,  Conversations  on  Natural 
Philosophy,  and  Conversations  on  the 
Anim;il  Economy.  The  last  is  the 
title  of  a  work  published  not  long 
since  in  London,  and  which  we  be- 
lieve has  not  been  reprinted  in  this 
country.  Its  object  is  to  render  the 
most  important  facts  in  physiology 
familiar  to  the  comprehension  of  the 
general  reader,  whose  pursuits  have 
not  been  of  such  a  nature  as  to  lead 
him  into  this  sphere  of  inquiry.  A 
juvenile  work  it  certainly  is  not ; 
since  the  subjects  of  which  it  treats, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
explained,  alike  render  it  unfit  for 


youthful  readers.  It  is  less  calcufet- 
ed  for  a  school-book  than  the  analo- 
gous work  of  Paley ;  while  to  the 
general  reader,  and  to  young  persons 
who  have  acquired  sonie  previous 
education,  it  will  prove  a  much  more 
agreeable  and  more  useful  work. 
As  is  the  case  with  many  works  of 
the  class,  it  is  a  conversation  only  in 
name  ;  the  individuality  of  the  per- 
sonages is  sacrificed  to  the  animation? 
of  the  dialogue,  and  the  junior  speak- 
ers make  suggestions  and  propose 
solutions  of  difficult  points,  with  a 
degree  of  ingenuity  which,  even  in 
an  adult  ignorant  of  the  subject, 
would  be  somewhat  marvellous. 

The  work  is  divided  into  twenty 
conversations  ;  in  the  course  of  which 
are  considered  the  integuments  of 
the  human  body;  the  varieties  of 
mankind  ;  the  bones;  the  muscles; 
the  brain  and  nerves  ;  the  organs  of 
sense  ;  the  digestive  function  ;  circu- 
lation ;  respiration  ;  animal  heat ; 
growth  and  decay.  All  these  sub- 
jects are  treated  in  a  manner  ex- 
tremely suitable  to  the  purpose  aim- 
ed at,  in  language  divested  as  much 
as  possible  of  technical  terms,  and 
wholly  free  from  anything  which 
could  wear  even  the  semblance  of 
indelicacy. 

In  the  conversation  on  the  varie- 
ties of  the  race,  is  introduced  the 
much  agitated  question  as  to  the 
cause  of  the  great  diversity  among 
mankind,  springing,  as  we  suppose 
them  to  have  done,  from  a  single 
pair.  This  question  is  so  involved 
with  the  first  principles  of  religious 
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faith,  that  we  wish  the  author,  in  a 
work  designed  for  a  class  of  readers 
greatly  exposed  to  the  influence  of 
sceptical  doctrines,  had  nriade  a  point 
of  placing  the  answer  on  clearer  and 
more  decided  ground.  According  to 
the  author,  any  peculiarity  of  form 
which  is  born  with  an  individual,  is 
capable  of  being  transntiitted  to  his 
offspring  ;  but  those  which  are  pro- 
duced by  art  or  accident,  are  li- 
mited to  the  individual  himself,  and 
do  not  become  hereditary.  In  proof 
of  this  last  position,  it  is  mentioned 
that  the  flattening  of  the  heads  among 
the  Caribs,  and  the  contraction  of 
the  feet  among  the  Chinese,  require 
to  be  repeated  on  every  individual 
in  order  that  the  fashion  may  be  kept 
up.  Both  the  facts  and  the  inference, 
however,  are  denied  by  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  physiologists  of 
the  day  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  are  facts  equally  striking  and 
better  authenticated,  which  lead  to  a 
precisely  opposite  conclusion.  Per- 
haps our  author's  admiration  for  Mr. 
Lawrence  led  him  into  too  hasty  an 
adoption  of  his  views  on  this  point. 
At  all  events,  we  regard  it  as  unfor- 
tunate that,  in  a  work  designed  for 
popular  use,  a  question  affecting  the 
credibility  of  revelation  should  have 
been  discussed,  vvitliout  allowing  to 
the  arguments  on  the  side  of  truth, 
the  degree  of  preponderance  to  which 
they  are  justly  entitled. 

Under  the  head  of  organs  of  sense, 
are  noticed  the  curious  views  of  Dr. 
Wollaston  in  regard  to  the  direction 
of  the  eyes  ;  and  a  plate  is  given  in 
which  the  same  eyes  which  form  part 
of  a  devotional  head,  and  seem 
strongly  to  express  this  character, 


are  made  to  adapt  themselves  to  the 
upper  part  of  another  face,  where 
they  appear  at  once  to  have  a  differ- 
ent direction  and  to  express  opposite 
emotions.  Dr.  W.'s  experiments  on 
this  subject  have  not,  we  believe, 
been  incorporated  into  the  standard 
works  of  the  day,  and  their  adoption 
into  the  present  was,  therefore,  pe- 
culiarly fortunate.  We  may  also 
mention  that  under  the  general  sub- 
ject of  the  brain  and  nerves,  cranio- 
logy  comes  in  for  its  share  of  atten- 
tion ;  and  the  arguments  by  which 
this  doctrine  has  been  maintained  on 
the  one  hand,  and  attacked  on  the 
other,  are  slated  with  great  clearness 
and  sufl[icient  impartiality.  On  the 
whole,  we  are  disposed  to  think  high- 
ly of  the  work  as  a  popular  manual, 
and  hope  shortly  to  see  it  make  its 
appearance  in  an  American  edition. 


QUACKERY. 

We  have  understood  that  there  is  on 
foot  a  petition  to  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature,  for  a  repeal  of  the  Act 
by  which  irregular  practitioners  of 
medicine,  or  in  other  words  Quacks, 
arc  deprived  of  the  right  of  legal 
process  for  their  fees.  We  have  not 
seen  the  paper,  and  it  was  merely  by 
accident  the  report  reached  us.  If 
it  be  true,  we  can  find  no  language 
strong  enough  to  express  our  surprise 
and  indignation.  Is  it  possible  that 
an  individual  who  has  sense  or  edu- 
cation enough  to  draw  up  a  petition, 
could  be  found  willing  so  far  to  de- 
grade himself  and  human  nature,  as 
to  engage  in  so  disgraceful  a  trans- 
action ?  For  hire  indeed,  some  men 
will  do  deeds  of  darkness,  when 
they  can  be  assured  their  own  names 
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will  never  come  to  light ; — but  is  it 
possible  that  an  individual  can  be 
found  in  this  age  of  the  world,  so 
dead  to  all  sense  of  vvliat  he  owes  to 
himself,  his  family,  his  friends,  and 
society, — so  dead  to  all  sense  of 
common  decency,  as  to  put  his  name 
to  a  petition  such  as  we  have  alluded 
to  ?  We  cannot  believe  it  possible. 
If,  however,  we  prove  to  be  in  error 
— if  men  of  com  nun  respectabiiity 
join  in  this  attempt  to  open  the  doors 
of  the  poor  and  ignorant  to  the  im- 
position of  the  Charlatan  and  the 
wretchedness  which  follows  his  foot- 
steps, we  can  assure  them,J?rs^,  that 
m  no  civilized  country  is  there  a  le- 
gislature weak  or  wicked  enough  to 
grant  a  petition  which  thus  gives  a 
direct  and  express  sanction  to  quack- 
ery ;  and  seccnd,  thai  tl  eir  own 
names  will  be  ever  after  associated 
with  those  of  the  impostors  they  en- 
courage :  the  public  will  ask  no  fur- 
ther evidence  of  mental  imbecilitv — 
no  further  cause  to  reject  them  from 
its  confidence. 


Malignant  Sore  Throat. — Dr. 
Guiinier,  a  physician  of  some  emi- 
nence, residing  in  the  Commune  of 
Vouviay,  has  published  several  cases 
of  malignant  sore  throat,  {angina 
maligna,)  in  which  the  topic;il  appli- 
cation  of  lunar  caustic  proved  highly 
beneficial.  The  tonsils,  the  uvula, 
and  the  pharynx,  were  covered  with 
membranous  concretions  of  a  grev- 
white  or  yellow  color,  and  this"cJl- 
lection  was  sometimes  so  thick  and 
abundant  about  the  larynx, as  to  im- 
pede respiration.  The"'inflammatory 
action  was  frequently  extended  to 
the  membrane  lining  the  windpipe  ; 
and  previous  to  the  adoption  of  this 
mode  of  treatment,  many  patients 
were  suffocated  by  the  tenacious  col- 
lection blocking  iip  the  glottis.  The 
hydrochloric  acid  had  been  used  willi 


success  in  a  few  cases;  but  Dr.  Gui- 
mier,  after  a  fair  trial,  gave  the  lunar 
caustic  a  preference,  because  the  es- 
char it  produced  was  linjited  to  the 
part  to  which  it  had  been  applied, 
while  the  eflVjct  of  the  acid  spread  la 
the  contiguous  parts,  often  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.  Even  when  the 
disease  had  spread  to  the  internal 
membrane  of  the  windpipe,  Dr.  Gui- 
mier  found  the  lunar  caustic,  applied! 
to  the  tonsils,  &c.,  to  produce  a  very 
happy  effect. — The  lunar  caustic  has 
been  long  a  favorite  topical  applica- 
tion with  some  eminent  surgeons  of 
London,  in  chronic  ulceration  of  the 
tonsils  &c.,  which  frequently  fol- 
lows the  continued  use  of  mercury, 
in  affections  termed  pseudo-syphilitic; 
and  we  have  frequently  witnessed  its 
beneficial  effects  in  such  cases,  after 
detergent  and  alterative  gargles,  with 
attention  to  the  general  health,  had 
failed  to  produce  any  essential  bene- 
fit.—  Gaz.  of  Health. 

Malposition  of  the  Kidney. — Go 
examining  the  body  of  a  man  who 
died  of  pulmonary  consumption,  the 
left  kidney  was  found,  after  search- 
ing for  it  with  much  diligence,  at  the 
hrirn  of  the  pelvis.  It  was  lying  on 
the  psoas  muscle,  appeared  to  have 
no  renal  capsule,  and  was  twisted 
round  upon  itself  so  that  its  notch 
looked  outward  to  the  crista  of  the 
ilium.  From  the  notch  an  ureter 
went  out,  which  turned  down  over 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis  to  reach  the 
bladder.  The  kidney  was  smaller 
than  the  other,  and  received  its  sup- 
ply of  blood  in  part  from  the  exter- 
nal iliac  artery,  on  which  it  lay. 

This  is  a  rare  misplacement,  and 
in  some  surgical  operations  would 
have  produced  much  confusion  and 
inconvenience. 


REPORT  OF   DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 

The  week  ending  July  25,  at  noon. 

Of  apoplexy,! — accident,  1 — childbed,  1 — 
dropsy  on  the  brain,  2 — dysentery,  1 — dropsy 
on  the  chest,  1 — drown,  1 — intemperance,  1 
— liver  complaint,  1 — measles,  5— old  age,  1 — 
palsy,  2 — suicide,  1 — unknown,  3.  Males,  11 
—females,  11.    Total,  22. 
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HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

MEDICAL  LECTURES. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard 
University  will  be^in  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Colleg^e,  Mason-street, 
Boston,  the  third  WEDNESDAY  in  Octo- 
ber next,  the  21st,  at  nine  o''clock,  A.  M. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Warrejv. 
Chemistry,  Dr.  Webster. 
Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence, 

Dr.  CllANNING. 

Materia  Medica,  Dr.  Bigelow. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Dr.  Jack- 
son. 

Students  attending^  the  Medical  Lec- 
tures are  admitted,  without  /ee,  to  the 
Surg-ical  Operations  and  Clinical  Practice 
of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
during;  the  courses. 

Au-.  4.       W.  CHANNING,  Dean. 
eoptOcf21. 


BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTI- 
TUTION. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  LECTURES 
will  commence  on  the  first  Thurs- 
day in  September,  and  continue  fifteen 
weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  by  H.  H. 

Chii/ds,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Physiolog-y,  J.  D.  Wells, 

M.D. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  S;  W.  Williams, 
M.D. 

Theoretical  and  Operative  Surgery,  S. 

White,  M.D.  and  S.  P.  White,  M.D. 
Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Obste- 
trics, C.  B.  Coventry,  M.D. 
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CARTER  &  IIENDEE, 

Corner  of  Washington  and  School  Streets^ 

HAVE  recently  published  and  for  sale, 
LECTURES  ON  ANATOMY, 
SURGERY  AND  PATHOLOGY,  includ- 
ing Observation?  on  the  Nature  and  Treat- 
ment of  Local  Diseases — delivered  at  St. 


Bartholomew's  Hospital,  by  John  Abjbr- 
NETHY,  F.R.S. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  estimation  in  which  the  opiniong 
of  the  celebrated  teacher  in  the  School  of 
St.  Bartholomew's  is  held,  must  render 
the  present  volumes  invaluable  to  the 
student,  while  it  will  equally  serve  as  a 
work  of  reference  to  the  elder  branches  of 
the  piofession,  containing,  as  it  does,  the 
views  and  opinions  of  one  whose  life  has 
been  spent  in  instruction,  and  whose  tal- 
ents and  acquirements  are  no  less  admired 
than  respected. 

Nor  is  the  value  of  the  volume  confined 
either  to  the  medical  tyro  or  the  more  ex- 
perienced practitioner.  The  popular 
reader,  from  the  plain,  lucid  and  colloqui- 
al style  of  the  Lectures,  will  derive  both 
pleasure  and  instruction  from  the  perusal, 
while  the  general  contents  yield  a  body 
of  information  not  to  be  met  with  in  works 
of  this  description,  and  which  will  render 
it  in  families  a  book  of  familiar  consulta- 
tion and  reference.  July  28. 


TURNER'S  CHEMISTRY,— NEW 
EDITION. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
TER *z:  HENDEE,— F:iements  of 
Chemistry,  including  recent  Discoveries 
and  Doctrines  of  the  Science.  By  Ed- 
ward Turner,  M.D.  F.R.S.E.  Second 
American  Edition. 


CO TTO iN S &  B AR N A R D h ave for  sal e, 
An  Inquiry  concerning  that  dis- 
turbed state  of  the  vital  functions  usually 
denominated  Constitutional  Irritation. 
By  Benjamin  Travers,  F.R.S.,  senior  Sur- 
geon to  St.  Thomas^'s  Hospital,  Presiden- 
of  the  Hunterian  Society  of  London,  &;c.H 


NEW  LONDON  WORK. 

JUST  received,  by  CARTER  &  HEiV- 
DEE,  corner  of  Washington  and 
School  streets,  A  Chemical  Catechism  ; 
in  which  the  Elements  of  Chemistry,  with 
the  recent  discoveries  in  the  Science,  are 
clearly  and  fully  explained.  Illustrated 
by  Notes,  Engravings  and  Ta'..  >s,  and 
containing  an  Appendix  of  select  experi- 
ments, &c.  By  Thomas  Graham,  M.D. 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  London,  &;c.  &c. 

C.  &  H.  have  also  just  received,  Ele- 
ments of  Chemistry.  By  Andrew  Fyfe, 
xM.D.  F.R.S.E. 
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I. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

History  of  an  Jlsphyxia  from  falling 
into  a  Privy ^  successfully  treated. 

By  John  C.  Howard,  M.D. 

Sunday,  July  26th,  10,  A.M.— 
Had  an  urgent  call  to  see  a  child 
of  one  Mrs.  O'Neal,  a  little  girl, 
two  years  of  age.  She  had  fallen 
into  a  privy,  and  there  remained, 
as  the  parents  supposed,  five  mi- 
nutes, and  had  been  out  as  long 
when  I  sau'  her.  She  had  been 
cleansed,  and  was  to  all  appear- 
ance dead.  On  close  examination, 
however,  a  slight  motion  of  the 
respiratory  muscles  was  observed  ; 
there  was  nothing  like  vital  heat, 
but  on  the  contrary  a  death-like 
coldness ;  the  whole  body  had  a 
moribund  look;  the  lips  were  livid, 
the  eyes  closed,  the  abdomen  tu- 
mid,* and  ihe  extremities  of  a 
bluish  cast, — all  of  which  indicat- 
ed a  stoppage  of  circulation.  The 
very  slight  motion  observed  in  the 
respiratory  muscles,  determined  me 
to  do  all  that  I  could  for  resuscita- 
tion, in  which  process  I  was  as- 
sisted by  Mr.  D wight,  a  medical 
student. 

Friction  with  strong  Tincture  of 

*  The  tumescence  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels  arose,  no  doubt,  from  the  presence 
of  sulphur  til  td  hydrogen,  which,  even 
when  largely  diluted  with  air,  is  consi- 
dered by  Orfila  a  very  strong  poison,  ut- 
terly deleterious  to  animal  life. 

26 


Cantharides  was  resorted  to,  and 
used  principally  over  the  chest  and 
abdomen  ; — before  the  tincture, 
however,  could  be  procured,  fric- 
tion was  applied  with  flannel  wet 
-with  N.  E.  Rum,  which  is  general- 
ly found  at  hand!  These  applica- 
tions, together  with  bottles  of  hot 
water  to  the  extremities,  seemed 
to  excite  the  capillaries  and  induce 
evident  signs  of  life, — evinced  in 
the  muscles  of  respiration,  and  by 
the  occasional  act  of  coughing. 

It  was  at  first  difficult  to  say  on 
what  the   asphyxia  depended,-— 
whether  it  proceeded  from  the  gas 
evolved  in  the  vault,  or  from  the 
feculent  matter  taken  into  the  sto- 
mach.   On  learning  from  the  fa- 
ther that  the  child,  when  he  reach- 
ed her,  was  immersed  to  the  depth 
of  three  feet,  so  that  he  had  great 
difficulty  in  finding  and  bringing  her 
out,  the  case  was  regarded  as  ana- 
logous to  one  of  drowning,  and  it 
seemed   proper    to   bring  about 
speedy  vomiting,  in  order  not  only 
to  evacuate  the  stomach,  but  to 
rouse  the  whole  system  to  some 
vigorous  action.      An  emetic  of 
Sulph.  Zinc  and  Ipecacuanha  was 
accordingly  prescribed.    It  soon 
operated  ;  the  child  was  very  much 
relieved;  and,  after  vomiting  free- 
ly, cried  stoutly,  and  appeared  en- 
tirely out  of  danger  at  12,  M. 
She  was  seen  in  the  evening  by  Mr. 
D wight,  quite  sprightly,  up  and 
running  about. 

Boston,  August f  1829. 
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II. 

INFLAMMATORY  DYSPEPSIA. 

Practical  Observations  on  the  .TVa- 
ttire  and  Treatment  of  this  Dis- 
ease. 

In  the  Midland  Reporter  is  a  pa- 
per of  much  practical  interest  on  this 
subject,  by  Dr.  Maiden,  of  Worces- 
ter. We  cannot  better  communicate 
its  contents  to  our  readers,  than  by 
extracting  from  the  London  Medical 
Gazette  the  following  abstract  of  it. 

The  symptoms  of  chronic  inflam- 
mation of  the  mucous  membranes 
of  the  stomach,  are  often  confound- 
ed with  those  of  simple  digestion. 
These  are  acidity,  flatulence,  and 
uneasiness  of  the  stomach  after 
eating ;  amounting,  generally,  to 
pain  more  or  less  acute  and  dan- 
gerous in  its  duration.  In  general 
it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  nearer 
the  inflamed  portion  is  to  the  car- 
dia,  the  sooner  the  pain  is  felt  after 
eating.  Often  the  appetite  is  good; 
frequently  there  is  a  longing  for 
those  articles  which  the  patient 
knows,  from  experience,  would 
cause  him  the  most  uneasiness.  In 
some  cases  there  is  constant  unea- 
siness of  the  stomach,  and  some- 
times there  is  tenderness  of  the 
epigastric  region,  upon  pressure. 
If  vomiting,  preceded  by  uneasi- 
ness, or  pain  at  the  stomach,  be  of 
frequent  occurrence,  there  is  rea- 
son to  suspect  the  commencement 
of  serious  mischief  in  that  viscus. 
Wasting,  if  it  be  steady,  however 
slow,  is  a  very  serious  symptom. 

The  author  has  re[)eatedly  ob- 
served, that  the  suspension  of  sym- 
pathetic headachs  has  been  follow- 
ed by  organic  disease  of  the  sto- 
mach. Sometimes  the  atrophy  is 
fatal  before  the  organic  lesion  is  of 
great  extent.  Often  ulceration 
perforates  the  stomach, — occasion- 
ally the  changes  which  take  place 


have  the  character  of  carcinoma. 
The  morbid  sensibility  of  the  sto- 
mach, in  these  cases,  is  greatly 
augmented  when  the  diseased  struc- 
ture ulcerates  ;  and  there  is  then 
an  aggravation  of  the  constitutional 
symptoms. 

An  accidental  error  in  diet  may 
produce  a  state  of  the  mucous 
membrane  which  will  either  as- 
sume the  character  of  acute  gastri- 
tis, or  go  on  more  slowly. — A  young 
lady,  in  good  health,  ate  some 
threshed  wheat.  She  felt  consi- 
derable uneasiness  at  her  stomach 
for  several  days  afterwards  ;  her 
bowels  were  bound,  and  her  appe- 
tite impaired.  She  took,  by  the 
advice  of  a  medical  friend,  some 
strong  opening  medicine,  which  re- 
lieved her  at  the  time.  Six  months 
from  the  time  she  ate  the  wheat, 
she  very  often  vomited,  generally 
within  an  hour  after  her  meals  : 
her  appetite  was  good,  but  she  was 
afraid  to  eat.  She  felt  a  dull  pain 
in  her  stomach  after  meals,  a  little 
to  the  left  of  the  linea  alba.  The 
tenderness  on  pressure  at  this  part 
was  very  trifling  ;  but  the  cartilage 
of  the  rib  immediately  above  it  was 
very  tender  when  pressed.  The 
tongue  was  furred  in  the  middle 
with  a  tenacious  white  mucus;  the 
edges  were  clean,  pale  and  moist ; 
countenance  pale  and  languid  ;  the 
pulse  80,  small,  but  not  hard  ; 
bowels  generally  rather  bound. 
She  was  directed  to  live  exclusive- 
ly on  milk,  milk  and  water,  and 
gruel  ;  to  apply  six  or  eight  leech- 
es, every  second  or  third  day,  to 
the  epigastric  region,  and  to  take 
a  dose  of  the  following  mixture 
early  in  the  morning,  occasionally  ; 

R.  Magnesiae  Sulphatis  3vi.  Mag- 
nesise  Carbonatis  3  iss.  Mauiiae 
5ss.  Aquae  MenthcK  viridis  Oss. 
Dosis  sit  Cochlearia  Magna  iij. 
cum  pari  mensura  aquae  fontanae 
mista. 
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Upon  this  plan  of  treatment  the 
syuipLoms  soon  disappeared,  and 
the  author  regards  the  case  as 
one  of  inflammation  of  a  portion 
of  the  stomach. 

Another  variety  of  dyspepsia  is 
thus  uebcribecl  . — "  Some  i  .divi- 
duals  have  repeated  attacks  of 
inflamed  tonsils,  pharynx,  sneigh- 
derian  membrane,  or  larynx,  de- 
pendent on  the  coexistence  of 
chronic  inflammation  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  stomach. 
In  these  persons,  pain  and  uneasi- 
ness in  the  epigastrium,  and  an 
increase  of  habitual  dyspepsia, 
precede  the  appearance  of  the 
catarrhal  symptoms,  and  the  lat- 
ter often  occur  independently  of 
any  exposure  to  cold.  If,  in  the 
treatment  of  this  kind  of  cases, 
the  attention  be  directed  chiefly 
to  the  removal  of  the  epigastric 
pain  and  tenderness,  and  by  judi- 
cious diet  to  obviate  gastric  irrita- 
tion, and  the  consequent  dyspep- 
sia, the  catarrhal  symptoms  speed- 
ily give  way.'' 

Dr.  Maiden  has  seen  much 
mischief  result  from  the  injudi- 
cious use  of  mercury,  which, 
with  some  patients,  disagrees  in 
any  dose  or  form.  The  mildest 
preparation  of  mercury  is  the  hy- 
drargyrus  cum  creta,  and  some- 
times we  can,  with  propriety, 
only  prescribe  this. 

"  From  long  observation,  (says 
our  author,)  I  am  convinced  that 
the  union  of  ipecacuanha,  or  anti- 
raonial  powder,  but  in  particular 
ipecacuanha,  with  blue  pill,  ena- 
bles us  to  produce  more  decided 
efl'ect  on  the  liver  than  we  could 
by  blue  pill  alone.  The  advan- 
tage of  this  is  very  great  ;  for  the 
blue  pill  may  be  gradually  reduc- 
ed, and  at  length  entirely  omitted 
in  the  preparation,  and  the  healthy 
secretion  will  continue  under  the 


sole  exhibition  of  ipecacuanha. 
There  is  not  a  fact  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  of  the  truth  of 
which  I  am  more  satisfied  than  I 
am  of  this,  and  I  have  found  a 
knowledge  of  it  exceedingly  use- 
ful." 

Another  medicine  of  which  our 
author  speaks  highly,  is  the  sub- 
borate  of  soda.  He  was  first  led 
to  the  trial  of  it  by  reasoning  up- 
on the  salutary  effect  it  has  on 
aphthous  ulcerations  of  the  mouth 
and  fauces,  when  used  as  a  gar- 
gle. Dr.  M.  gives  from  ten  grains 
to  half  a  drachm  of  borax,  in  so- 
lution, three  or  four  times  a  day, 
and  sometimes  adds  one  or  two 
drops  of  laudanum  to  each  dose. 

The  following  remarks  on  the 
pulse  deserve  attention  : — "  The 
pulse,  in  this  form  of  the  disease, 
is  not  always  hard,  and  often  is  not 
much  accelerated,  and  yet  the 
judicious  treatment  of  the  malady 
is  strictly  antiphlogistic  ;  the  local 
morbid  sensibility  alone  being  suf- 
ficient to  indicate  the  propriety  of 
this  practice,  and  the  successful 
issue  of  the  cases  so  treated  con- 
firming its  correctness. 

Speaking  from  the  results  of 
my  own  experience,  I  should  say 
that  if  the  symptoms  or  the  state 
above  described,  were  attended 
by  an  uniformly  hard  and  quick 
pulse,  the  commencement  or  pro- 
gress of  serious  organic  change, 
or  the  spread  of  the  inflammation 
to  the  serous  membrane,  ought  to 
be  apprehended  as  the  <©onse- 
quence. 

"  The  pulse  is  always  hard  in 
cases  of  scirrhous  pylorus  ;  to  this 
I  do  not  remember  an  exception, 
and  in  all  cases  where  organic 
disease  had  involved  the  whole  of 
the  gastric  tunics,  the  pulse  has 
been  hard.  An  uniformly  hard 
pulse,  particularly  if  attended  by 
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wasting,  is  the  worst  symptom  the 
dyspeptic  can  present  to  his  phy?^. 
sician.  Perhaps  it  may  be  ob- 
jected that  I  have  confounded  ir- 
ritation of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomach  with  inflammation 
of  it,  and  that  many  of  the  symp- 
toms of  the  cases  I  have  describ- 
ed, might  exist  without  the  actual 
presence  of  inflammation.  To 
this  I  answer,  that  theoretically 
it  is  very  difficult  to  define  the 
exact  point  where  irritation  ends 
and  inflammation  begins  ;  that  ir- 
ritation always  produces  an  in- 
creased afflux  of  blood  to  the  part 
irritated,  which  is  certainly  the 
first  visible  change  in  the  inflam- 
matory process  ;  and  lastly,  that 
practically  the  distinction  is  not 
of  so  much  importance  as  many 
practitioners  imagine,  since  the 
antiphlogistic  treatment  is  adapt- 
ed to  both  states." 


III. 

PULMONARY  CONSOMPTION. 

The  following  remarks  on  Pulmo- 
nary Consumption,  are  from  the  pen 
of  Mr.  John  Tuson,  Surgeon,  London. 

Having  found  the  practice  usual- 
ly adopted  in  consumption  of  the 
lungs,  not  only  to  prove  ineflica- 
cious,  but  evidently  to  accelerate 
its  fatal  termination,  I  have  long 
abandoned  it,  and  for  many  years 
have  adopted  a  treatment  calcu- 
latedjLo  support  the  powers  of  the 
systerin  and  to  correct  the  consti- 
tution. In  most  cases  I  have  ar- 
rested the  progress  of  the  disease 
and  prolonged  the  lives  of  the  pa- 
tients ;  and  in  tivo  cases,  attended 
with  what  may  be  termed  its  cha- 
racteristic symptoms,  as  purulent 
expectoration,  colliquative  per- 
spiration, hectic  fever,  emacia- 
tion, &c.  Slc,  my  plan  has  com- 


pletely succeeded.  Actuated  by 
/the  desire  of  employing  means  to 
cure  such  patients,  instead  of  qui- 
eting symptoms,  which  every  me- 
dical man  should  have  in  view,  I 
have  latterly  given  the  iodine, 
combined  with  the  solution  of  the 
acetate  of  morphine,  (proportion- 
ed to  the  extent  of  the  attendant 
irritation,)  an  extensive  trial  ;  the 
favorable  results  of  which  have 
fully  satisfied  my  mind  that  the 
disease  is  more  under  the  control 
of  medicine  than  practitioners  ge- 
nerally imagine.  In  the  early 
stage,  when  the  lungs  are  in  a 
state  of  inflammatory  excitement, 
with  a  view  to  prepare  the  system 
for  the  administration  of  the  io- 
dine, I  prescribe  the  nitrate  of 
ammonia,  and  attend  to  the  state 
of  the  alimentary  canal,  &c.  And 
here  I  beg  to  observe,  that  when 
there  are  tubercles  in  the  lungs, 
or  the  patients  are  of  a  scrofulous 
habit,  the  treatment  with  the 
iodine  I  have  found  very  effica- 
cious. When  an  eff'usion  of  serum 
has  taken  place  in  the  chest,  the 
iodine,  combined  with  the  squill, 
is  an  invaluable  medicine.  The 
physician  must  of  course  propor- 
tion the  combination  and  dose  to 
the  existing  symptoms.  I  should 
not  discharge  the  duty  I  owe  to 
the  profession  and  to  the  public 
in  general,  were  I  not  to  call 
their  attention  to  a  mode  of  treat- 
ment that  I  have  found  so  de- 
cidedly efficacious.  Impressed 
with  these  sentiments,  and  for 
the  sake  of  sufl'ering  humanity, 
and  not  from  motives  of  interest, 
I  am  anxious  to  make  it  generally 
known  ;  and  I  atn  the  more  par- 
ticularly induced  so  to  do,  as 
the  means  usually  pursued  in 
practice  more  frequently  aggra- 
vate than  alleviate  the  sufferings 
of  consumptive  patients,  and,  as 
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I  have  observed,  hasten  the  fatal 
termination  of  the  malady,  by 
diminishing  the  vital  energies  of 
the  system. 


IV. 

ON  THE  CURE  OP  NEURALGIA  IN 
GENERAL. 

(Concluded  from  page  390.) 

Local  Treatment. 
Of  the  local  remedies  for  neu- 
ralgia we  need  say  but  little.  Dr. 
M.,  like  Dr.  Heberden,  found 
blisters  to  aggravate  the  pain 
when  placed  near  the  nerve  af- 
fected. What  has  been  called  a 
perpetual  blister  is  still  worse, 
as  proving  almost  always  a  po- 
sitive aggravation,  not  only  of  the 
local  disease  itself,  but  of  the  ge- 
neral irritation  and  disorder  of 
the  system." 

''The  only  local  remedy  from 
which  I  have  really  seen  such  ad- 
vantageous effects  as  to  induce 
mo  to  recommend  it,  is  the  ap- 
plication of  steam  directed  by  the 
usual  means  of  a  pipe,  to  the  af- 
fected part;  while  of  course  the 
same  reasoning  applies,  if  in  a  mi- 
nor degree,  to  fomentations  and 
hot  water.  The  value  of  these 
latter  applications,  indeed,  in 
rheumatism  of  the  face,  in  the 
rheumatic  or  neuralgic  ophthal- 
mia, and  in  sciatica,  has  long  been 
known  ;  if,  from  their  too  great 
simplicity,  and  their  not  being 
'  made  up  in  the  apothecary's 
shop,'  they  are  less  valued  than 
they  deserve.  But  while  I  con- 
sider the  blast  of  steam  as  the 
most  effective  of  all  the  modifi- 
cations of  this  practice,  I  have 
often  succeeded  by  means  of 
it,  in  removing,  almost  instan- 
taneously, a  paroxysm  of  the  se- 
verest neuralgia  of  the  face,  and, 
occasionally,  so  as  to  put  a  stop, 


in  the  chronic  disease,  to  an  en- 
tire relapse  ;  which,  f^rom  all  the 
patient's  past  experience,  was  ex- 
pected to  last  some  weeks."  391. 

Cold  applied  to  the  part  does 
sometimes  give  temporary,  but 
never  permanent  relief.  On  the 
contrary,  it  generally  exasperates 
the  subsequent  sufTerings  of  the 
patient. 

"  Though  I  have  already  spoken 
of  the  use  of  narcotics,  this  is  a 
more  convenient  place  to  point 
out  one  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  them  ;  a  fact  which  I  pur- 
posely postponed,  on  account  of 
its  connection  with  the  useful  ef- 
fects of  hot  water  and  steam. 
As  a  means  of  diminishing  pain 
during  the  painful  state,  they  are 
nearly  useless,  unless  pushed  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  stupify  the 
patient  ;  in  which  case  it  is  pro- 
bable, as  I  have  already  insinuat- 
ed, that  their  effects  are  injuri- 
ous, while  it  is  easy  to  compre- 
hend how  they  ought  to  be  so,  by 
inducing  indirectly  that  debility 
which  so  prolongs  and  aggravates 
all  the  neuralgias.  But  when  the 
acute  state  is  past  they  become 
useful,  as  tending  to  remove  that 
soreness  which  remains  after  the 
chief  pain  has  ceased,  and  also  by 
reducing  the  general  irritation 
which  has  been  excited  by  it. 
Thus  also  they  sometimes  act 
usefully,  even  as  local  applica- 
tions, at  least  to  sensible  parts  ; 
and  it  is  probably  on  this  princi- 
ple chiefly,  that  they  are  of  ad- 
vantage in  the  neuralgic  inflam- 
mation of  the  eye."  394. 

Dr.  M.  next  adverts  to  the  Ise- 
dentia,  and  satirizes  with  no  small 
degree  of  force,  the  once  cele- 
brated practice  of  dividing  the 
nerve  in  neuralgia  ;  but  as  that 
practice  is  now  laid  in  the  "  Tomb 
of  the  Capulets,"  we  need  not 


406 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


trouble  our  readers  or  ourselves 
on  that  point.  The  use,  or  rather 
abuse,  of  excessive  purgation,  is 
next  denounced  by  our  author,  and 
not  without  reason.  Low  diet, 
of  course,  comes  in  for  its  share 
of  censure,  and,  as  far  as  neural- 
gia is  concerned,  we  have  no  fault 
to  find  with  our  author's  stric- 
tures. But  when  he  comes  to 
ridicule  the  plan  of  abstemious 
living  in  dyspeptic  complaints,  he 
goes  beyond  his  depth,  and  proves 
to  those  who  have  infinitely  more 
experience  than  himself,  that  he 
knows  nothing  about  the  matter. 
This  is  the  misery  of  having  a 
hobby-horse.  A  man  hits  upon 
one  good  idea  or  thing  ;  but  he  is 
not  content  with  making  that  idea 
or  thing  useful  to  the  world, — he 
must  push  it  to  extremes,  and  en- 
deavor to  make  it  the  "  universal 
good."  Dr.  M'Culloch  must  be 
well  aware  that  no  medical  jour- 
nal has  done  him  so  much  justice 
as  ours  ;  and  that  we  have  pro- 
claimed his  merits  through  every 
region  of  the  earth,  which  the 
"  rising  or  the  setting  sun  sur- 
veys." He  is  too  sensible  not  to 
know  that  our  praise  is  the  more 
valuable  in  proportion  to  the  im- 
partiality which  we  display  to- 
wards his  failings, — at  least  what 
we  consider  his  failings.  The 
following  case,  which  we  shall 
give  in  Dr.  M.'s  own  words,  does 
not  at  all  support  his  anathema 
against  abstinence  in  dyspepsia, 
though  it  is  brought  forward  by 
him  as  a  "coup  de  grace"  to 
that  system. 

This  unfortunate  philosopher 
had  been  long  subject  to  the  usual 
dyspeptic  and  nervous  symptoms 
of  studious  men,  and  was  of  a  sal- 
low and  emaciated  complexion  ; 
appearing,  in  familiar  language, 
to  be  far  more  in  want  of  addi- 


tional blood  than  of  its  abstrac- 
tion, while  his  disorder  was  con- 
tinuously TSfsjravated  by  a  system 
of  low  diet,  adopted  on  the  same 
mistaken  views.  Passing  every 
day  with  him,  in  cotnpany  with 
an  English  physician,  it  was  easy 
to  watch  that  over  which  we  had 
no  control  ;  as  there  would  also 
have  been  no  propriety  in  attempt- 
ing to  oppose  '  the  best  advice  in 
Paris.'  Headach  was,  as  usual, 
one  of  the  occasional  symptoms  ; 
and  on  one  unfortunate  day  he  was 
induced  to  send  for  his  surgical 
friend,  by  whom  he  was  imme- 
diately bled.  The  headach,  on 
the  following  day,  continued,  or 
rather  returned,  as  it  had  former- 
ly done,  but  with  increased  con- 
fusion of  thought  ;  the  pulse  and 
all  else  indicating,  to  the  English 
physicians  in  question,  increase  of 
general  debility,  and  compelling 
us  at  length  to  offer  advice,  which 
was  however  opposed  by  the  usu- 
al arguments.  A  second  blood- 
letting of  course  took  place  ;  and 
the  consequence  was  that  he  be- 
came, but  only  in  the  night,  par- 
tially delirious, — a  result  easily 
explained,  in  its  very  limitation. 
It  was  then  determined,  in  full 
consultation,  that  there  was  in- 
flammation of  the  brain, — to  the 
exceeding  surprise,  not  without 
remonstrances,  of  the  two  English 
physicians, — and,  consequently, 
with  the  addition  of  blisters,  shav- 
ing the  head,  and  ice,  another 
bloodletting  was  ordered  and  prac- 
tised. The  delirium  then  in- 
creased, while  the  pulse  became 
feeble  enough,  as  might  have 
been  supposed,  to  have  made  any 
man  reflect  ;  but  as  this  did  not 
happen,  or  rather  as  the  reflec- 
tions took  the  opposite  course, 
the  practice  was  persevered  in, 
and  on  the  following  day  the  pa- 
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tient  died, — leaving  the  physi- 
cians, doubtless,  convinced,  as 
usual,  that  he  had  not  lost  blood 
enough.  Such  is  a  French  case  ; 
but  it  wouJd  be  easy  to  give  no 
small  number  of  parallels  from 
English  practice  ;  and  should  it 
make  no  impression  at  present, 
the  day  will  come  round  again 
when  its  value  as  well  as  its 
nature  will  be  understood." 
403. 

Doubtless  there  might  be  many 
cases  collected  on  both  sides  of 
the  channel,  where  sanguineous 
depletion  has  been  carried  too 
far,  and  where  irritation  is  mista- 
ken for  inflammation.  This  is  the 
great  source  of  error.  Where 
inflammation  actually  exists,  there 
cannot  be  very  much  mischief 
done  by  taking  away  a  little  more 
blood  than  is  necessary.  But 
where  the  neuroses  are  treated  as 
phlogosesj  which  was  the  case 
with  the  unfortunate  gentleman 
in  Paris,  then  indeed  the  havoc  of 
constitution  is  tremendous,  and 
life  itself  is  often  sacrificed. 
With  the  following  specimen  of 
our  author's  sarcastic  strictures 
on  physicians  and  physic,  we  shall 
close  this  article. 

''It  were  well  indeed  if  not 
only  ruined  constitutions,  but  even 
death  itself,  were  not  the  fre- 
quent, the  almost  daily  result,  of 
physic  thus  misapplied  in  all  the 
analogous  and  parallel  cases,  as 
also  in  some  others  ;  the  produce 
of  a  combination  of  system,  fash- 
ion, and  ignorance,  which  renders 
physicians  and  physic  the  just 
terror  at  present  of  all  those  who 
can  see  and  distinguish.  It  is 
difiicult  to  speak  without  high 
indignation  as  well  as  horror,  of 
what  we  thus  daily  witness.  To 
suppress  the  former  is  impossi- 


ble, when  our  own,  perhaps  dear- 
est friends,  have  thus  been  de- 
stroyed :  and  well  now,  perhaps, 
will  he  decide,  who,  like  Napo- 
leon, resolves  to  exclude  this  art 
and  its  professors  entirely  ;  for, 
on  the  arithmetical  average,  he 
will  assuredly  be  far  on  the  side 
of  security.  It  is  but  to  open  our 
eyes  to  see  the  truth  of  this  every 
day;  while  if  it  is  over  the  ruined 
health  or  the  life  of  females,  that 
we  shall  most  often  have  occasion 
to  grieve,  from  the  obvious  reason 
that  in  them  the  nervous  affec- 
tions thus  mistaken  and  maltreat- 
ed, chiefly  abound,  or  are  chiefly 
brought  before  physicians,  so  has 
there  been  a  rapid  increase  of  the 
evil,  from  the  numbers  who,  re- 
turning from  a  continental  resi- 
dence with  the  consequences  of 
marsh  fever  which  I  have  so 
often  described,  have  been  sub- 
jected to  this  truly  mortal  as 
w^ell  as  mistaken  treatment." 
421. 

The  last  chapter  in  the  work 
is  one  of  a  different  cast  from  the 
others.  Having  terminated  his 
Essay  when  his  evidence  was 
exhausted,  and  his  induction  car- 
ried as  far  as  it  could  safely  go. 
Dr.  M.  ventures  on  a  chapter 
of  "  conjectures  respecting  the 
condition  of  the  nerves  and  nerv- 
ous system  in  intermittent  and 
neuralgic  diseases."  These  con- 
jectures are  ingenious,  and  some 
of  them  plausible  ;  but  w^e  have 
no  space  left  for  samples  of 
them  here.  We  part  from  our 
author  with  feelings  of  much 
respect  and  esteem, — believing 
that  he  has  contributed  much 
more  to  the  advancement  of  our 
science  than  many  who  have 
held  their  heads  much  higher  in 
the  republic  of  medicine. 


403 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


V. 

From  the  Western  Journal  of  the  Medical  and 
Physical  Sciences. 

History  of  a  Case  of  Empyema  from 
protracted  Measles  and  Pleurisy ^ 
in  which  the  Operation  of  Para- 
centesis gave  immediate  Relief. 

By  Dr.  Samuel  Meriwether,  of  Jef- 
ferson, Indiana. 

Calvin  Cook,  a  youth  of  nineteen 
or  twenty,  of  sanguineous  temper- 
ament and  delicate  fibre,  was  at- 
tacked with  measles  some  time 
last  winte.-,  perhaps  in  February, 
(1829,)  while  at  work  on  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  Canal. 
Ho  returned  ht)me  to  his  mother's, 
(Clark  CO.  Ind.),  where  he  re- 
mained a  few  weeks,  when  he 
was  able  to  resume  his  labor. 
His  cough  remained,  however, 
and  from  his  exposed  situation  he 
was  taken  with  pleurisy,  attended 
with  violent  pain  in  the  left  lobe 
of  the  lungs.  From  the  best  in- 
formation I  could  gather,  he  was 
neglected  or  not  regularly  attend- 
ed by  his  physician,  and  became 
emaciated,  with  cough,  dys[)noea, 
a  gradual  enlargement  of  the  left 
side,  difficult  respiration  when 
placed  on  the  right  side,  general 
debility,  and  hectic  exacerba- 
tions. 

On  the  third  of  May,  I  w'as 
called  in  consultation  with  Dr. 
Lewis.  On  examining  the  pa- 
tient, I  concurred  with  the  Doc- 
tor in  the  opinion,  that  an  opera- 
tion was  the  only  means  of  relief 
that  could  be  employed.  The 
chylopoietic  viscera  appeared  to 
be  alTected  from  contiguity  or 
sympathy  of  parts,  as  there  were 
considerable  tension  and  tender- 
ness at  the  pit  of  the  stomach, 
with  enlarged  spleen  ;  he  was 
therefore  directed  to  take  a  ca- 
thartic.   On  the  morning  of  the 


4th,  Dr.  Lewis  visited  the  pa- 
tient. The  medicine  had  ope- 
rated, and  dejections  from  his 
hovvels  were  healthy.  During 
the  evening  he  had  two  chills, 
with  an  entire  absence  of  pain, 
&c.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th, 
in  company  with  Dr.  Bridges,  I 
visited  our  patient,  and  found  his 
heart  beating  with  considerable 
force  on  the  right  side,  with  ge- 
neral cedema  of  the  left,  which 
measured,  from  the  spinal  column 
to  the  sternum,  nearly  double  that 
of  the  right,  and  bad  an  indistinct 
fluctuation. 

I  gave  the  young  man  our  opi- 
nion relative  to  his  case,  and  that 
an  operation  w^as  the  only  means 
of  relief.  To  this  he  submitted 
with  fortitude.  Proceeding  to 
the  operation,  he  was  laid  close 
to  the  edge  of  the  bed,  (previous- 
ly made  iirm,)  with  the  affected 
side  presenting.  I  made  an  inci- 
sion between  two  and  three  inch- 
es long  through  the  integuments, 
betwixt  the  sixth  and  seventh  ribs, 
cutting  close  to  the  edge  of  the 
seventh,  and  carefully  avoiding 
the  intercostal  artery  ;  on  the 
knife's  passing  through  the  inter- 
costal muscles,  the  distension  of 
the  pleura  costalis  was  very 
great,  and  on  puncturing  it  a  vo- 
lume of  pus  issued  forth  and  con- 
tinued to  run  for  forty  minutes, 
when  his  pulse  became  so  languid 
as  to  require  an  immediate  dress- 
ing of  the  wound.  He  expressed 
himself  better  under  the  dis- 
charge. We  gave  him  an  ano- 
dyne, and  directed  wine  and  wa- 
ter to  be  given  during  the  evening, 
should  his  pulse  continue  weak 
and  low. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  I 
found  him  every  way  better  ;  he 
was  free  from  fever,  slept  pretty 
well,  had  some  appetite,  and  his 
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respiration  was  easy,  whether  he 
lay  on  one  side  or  the  other.  The 
distended  ribs  had  subsided,  and 
likewise  the  oedema  ;  the  wound 
appearing  to  close,  I  introduced 
a  blunt-pointed  probe  and  leaden 
canula,  about  one  and  a  half  inch- 
e-s  lon^:,  which  kept  up  a  discharj^e 
for  tvvo  weeks  at  least. — The 
quantity  of  pus  evacuated  from 
first  to  last,  was  judged  by  all 
present  to  be  two  gallons.  From 
this  time  the  patient's  treatment 
was  committed  to  the  care  of  Dr. 
Lewis,  by  whom  1  have  since 


been  told  that  the  quantity  of 
aiatter  discharged  while  under 
his  care,  was  equal  to  the  first. 
His  health  was  now  fast  improv- 
ing; skin  soft  and  perspirable;  se- 
cretion from  tlie  kidneys  and  liver 
healthy  ;  free  from  cough  ;  wound 
entirely  healed  ;  and  he  lakes 
gentle  exercise  every  day  on 
horseback  or  in  an  easy  carriage. 
The  general  treatment  has  been 
aperients,  elm  or  flaxseed  tea, 
with  Dover's  powder,  occasion- 
ally at  night,  and  lastly,  the  suN 
phate  of  quinine  as  a  tonic. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


DIGESTIVE  PROCESS. 

Dr.  Thomson,  of  the  University  at 
Glasgow,  has  suggested  a  new  and 
somewhat  curious  explanation  of  the 
changes  induced  in  the  food  by  the 
process  of  digestion.  Some  experi- 
ments of  Dr.  Wilson  Philip  seem  to 
show,  that  when  the  gastric  nerves 
have  been  divided,  the  nervous  influ- 
ence may  be  supplied  for  a  certain 
tiuie,  and  digestion  may  be  artifi- 
cially continued,  by  passing  a  current 
of  electricity  from  a  galvanic  battery 
through  the  stomach.  The  identity 
of  the  nervous  influence  with  galvan- 
ism being  thus  rendered  probable, 
Dr.  T.  suggests  that  its  efl'ect  may 
be  to  decopDpose  the  muriate  of  soda 
contained  in  the  food,  and  thus  to 
set  at  liberty  the  muriatic  acid, 
which,  dissolving  the  food  itself,  pro- 
duces chyme.  This  solution  being 
effected,  the  acid  is  no  longer  want- 
ed, and  is  therefore  neutralized  by 
the  bile,  which,  besides  a  small  por- 
tion of  free  alkali^  contains  picromel. 


a  substance  capable  of  uniting  withtha 
acid,  and  of  forming  with  it  an  insolu- 
ble compound.  The  soda  of  the  salt,  in 
the  mean  time,  is  otherwise  disposed 
of,  and  goes  to  form  the  blood,  ths 
bile,  and  the  other  secretions  ;  in  all 
of  which  more  or  less  of  it  is  found, 
Dr.  T.  thinks  many  important  results 
would  follow  the  establishment  of 
this  theory,  and  particularly  an  im- 
proved method  of  treating  dyspepsia. 


PARALYSIS  ATTENDED  WITH  PECULIAR 
SYMPTOMS. 

The  following  case  is  related  in  the 
N.  A.  Journal : — A  child,  three  years 
of  age,  of  strumous  diathesis,  was  at- 
tacked with  paralysis  of  the  muscles 
of  the  back  and  inferior  extremities 
while  riding  in  a  carriage  with  her 
mother.  Bleeding,  frictions,  &c., 
were  employed,  and  sensation  re^ 
stored  to  the  affected  parts  at  the 
end  of  an  hour.  A  second  attack, 
affecting  the  right  extremities  only, 
was  experienced  next  morning,  and 
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laste  about  the  same  period.  A 
similar  paroxysm  occurred  daily  for 
about  a  week,  when  they  ceased, 
and  for  several  weeks  the  child  had 
excellent  health.  At  the  end  of  this 
time,  a  recurrence  of  the  paroxysms 
took  place  with  similar  intervals. 
She  continued  to  b^  subject  to  the 
disease  in  this  manner  until  her 
death,  which  happened  at  the  age  of 
six  years.  Dyspepsia  and  costive- 
ness  were  present  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  attacks,  induced 
^ipparently  in  a  considerable  degree 
by  improper  diet ;  and  a  marked  di- 
minution in  the  severity  of  the  dis- 
•ease  was  observed  to  follow  an  im- 
provement of  the  digestive  powers. 
After  death  an  examination  was 
made,  and  in  the  small  intestines 
were  found  four  distitict  intus-suscep- 
lions,  attended  with  considerable 
structural  alteration,  which  seemed 
lo  prove  them  not  to  be  of  recent 
origin,  and  rendered  it  likely  that 
they  were  coeval  with  the  commence- 
ment of  the  symptoms  above  men- 
tioned. There  was  no  other  morbid 
alteration  of  any  importance. 


EMPHYSEMA  OP-  THE   LUNGS  A  CAUSE 
bp  "  ASTHMA. 

Dr.  Coates,  of  the  above  Journal, 
thinks  that  asthma  is  often  produced 
by  the  rupture  of  the  airvessels  of 
the  lungs  during  severe  fits  of  cough- 
ing, and  the  consequent  effusion  of 
air  into  their  substance.  He  ad- 
duces, in  support  of  this  opinion,  the 
examination  of  two  cases  in  which 
asthma  had  occurred  during  life,  both 
of  which  presented  this  phenomenon. 
Such  an  accident,  if  happening  to  a 
considerable  extent,  would  of  course 


produce  permanent  inflammation  of 
the  lung,  impair  its  function,  and 
produce  dyspnoea.  The  desire  for 
cool  air,  during  fits  of  asthma,  may 
be  accounted  for,  according  to  Dr. 
C,  by  its  greater  density,  and  conse- 
quently larger  proportion  of  oxygen. 


NITRATE  OP  SILVER. 

Mr.  Higginbottom  seems  to  be  still 
unwearied  in  finding  out  and  publish- 
ing the  virtues  of  his  favorite  remedy. 
A  second  edition  of  his  treatise  has 
lately  made  its  appearance,  enlarged 
by  the  addition  of  much  new,  useful, 
and  entertaining  matter.  The  cases 
in  which  it  has  been  useful,  though 
they  do  not  comprise  all  the  ills  that 
flesh  is  heir  to,  certainly  constitute  a 
formidable  catalogue.  Phlegmonous 
inflammation  is  subdued,  and  pre- 
vented from  attaining  the  suppurating 
stage ;  the  progress  of  erysipelas  is 
checked  ;  inflammation  of  the  ab- 
sorbents is  arrested  in  its  progress ; 
punctured  wounds  are  successfully 
treated  ;  and  chronic  ulcers  which 
have  resisted  every  mode  of  treat- 
ment, are  cured  by  its  application. 
Mr.  H.  deserves  the  thanks  of  the 
profession  here,  as  well  as  abroad, 
for  his  perseverance  in  investigating 
the  virtues  of  this  remedy  ;  and  whe- 
ther the  sanguine  expectations  he 
seems  to  indulge  of  its  future  useful- 
ness are  to  be  realized,  or  otherwise, 
the  facts  which  he  has  collected  in 
regard  to  it,  will  be  of  permanent 
value  and  importance. 


URETHRAL  STRICTURES. 

Mr.  Stafford,  of  London,  has  pub- 
lished an  account  of  eleven  cases  in 
which  this  affection  was  treated  by 
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incision.    The  instrument  employed  red  to,  were  those  of  impermeable 

by  Mr.  S.  is  called  the  lancetted  sti-  stricture  ;    i.  e.,  which  would  not 

lette.    A  description  of  this  instru-  permit  the  passage    of  the  small- 

ment  was  given  in  a  former  work  of  est  bougie.     The  results  are  higli- 

Mr.  S.,  and  is  quoted  in  the  London  ]y  favorable  to  this  mode  of  prac- 

Med.  and  Phys.  Journal  for  Septem-  tice  in  similar  desperate  emergen- 

ber,  1828.    Five  of  the  cases  refer-  cies. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  AUGUST  11,  1829. 


MESMERISM. 

We  know  not  whether  our  readers 
will  recognize,  under  this  title,  the 
once  celebrated  doctrine  of  animal 
magnetism  ;  nor  should  we  remind 
them  of  its  existing  title,  were  it  not 
that  our  attention  has  just  been 
caught  by  an  elaborate  paper  in  the 
London  Med.  and  Phys.  Journal, 
which  appears  to  be  written  by  a 
zealous  advocate  for  the  truth  of  the 
doctrine.  This  writer  asserts,  that 
so  far  from  having  been  exploded  in 
consequence  of  the  experiments  in- 
stituted to  test  its  truth,  the  results  of 
which  were  by  many  thought  deci- 
sive against  it,  it  has  continued  to 
grow  and  flourish,  while  a  resistless 
weight  of  testimony  has  been  accu- 
mulating in  its  favor.  The  facts 
which  compose  its  early  history  may 
be  briefly  stated.  About  the  year 
1784,  a  gentleman  in  Paris  by  the 
name  of  Mesmer,  pretended  to  have 
discovered  a  universal  remedy  for 
disease  in  a  certain  volatile  fluid 
which  he  termed  aninial  magnetism. 
He  considered  this  fluid  as  difl'used 
through  all  space  ;  as  capable  of  en- 
tering into  the  substance  of  the 
nerves,  on  which  it  produced  pecu- 
liar eff'ects  ;  and  as  capable  of  being 
transmitted  from  one  body  to  ano- 
ther, whether  animate  or  inanimate, 


through  an  indefinite  space.  Such, 
in  fact,  were  the  marvellous  effects 
reported  of  this  new  remedy,  and  so 
general  the  excitement  in  regard  to 
it,  that  a  commission  was  appointed 
by  the  king,  consisting  of  four  physi- 
cians and  five  members  of  the  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences,  of  whom  Dr. 
Franklin  was  one,  to  investigate  the 
whole  matter.  Their  verdict  was, 
as  might  have  been  anticipated,  that 
the  effects  produced  were  referrible 
to  the  influence  of  the  imagination 
alone.  The  individuals  subjected  to 
the  trial  were  affected  very  different- 
ly, apparently  according  to  their  va- 
rious nervous  susceptibility.  Some 
were  calm  and  tranquil,  and  felt  no- 
thing;  some  experienced  faintness, 
nausea,  rejection  of  food,  and  diar- 
rhoea ;  and  many  had  convulsions. 
These  effects,  however,  did  not  fol- 
low unless  the  patient  was  aware,  by 
seeing  the  movements  of  the  opera- 
tor, that  she  (the  subjects  were  ge- 
nerally females)  was  under  treat- 
ment. On  the  other  hand,  many 
were  affected  in  a  similar  manner  by 
merely  being  made  to  believe  them- 
selves the  subjects  of  experiment,  al- 
though the  motions  supj)osed  to  be 
necessary  to  produce  the  effects, 
were  not  performed  by  any  one. 
The  examiners  also  submitted  them- 
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selves  to  be  operated  on,  but  experi- 
enced no  effect  whatever.  Many 
other  interesting  particulars  respect- 
ing these  experiments,  are  related  in 
Dr.  Rees'  Cyclopedia, — article  Ima- 
gination. 

It  might,  perhaps,  be  inferred,  that 
after  trials  so  extensive  and  results 
apparently  so  satisfactory,  the  doc- 
trine of  Mesmerism  must  have  fallen 
into  discredit.  This,  however,  does 
not  appear  to  be  the  case  ;  since  at 
the  present  period  we  find  a  strenu- 
ous defender  of  the  cause  in  one  of 
the  contributors  to  a  distinguished 
medical  publication,  who  adduces,  in 
support  of  his  opinion,  the  sanction 
of  highly  respectable  names,  and 
facts  which  we  seem  compelled  to 
,h  >ld  indisputable.  Mr.  Chevenix, 
the  author  of  the  article,  gives  us  a 
jetter  from  a  medical  friend  in  Ire- 
land, who  cured  a  patient  of  colic 
simply  by  directing  his  attention  to 
the  epigastric  region.  After  this  had 
been  continued  two  or  three  minutes, 
the  man  turned  round  suddenly  and 
vomited  an  immense  quantify  of  ac- 
rid bile.  This  was  followed  by  free 
evacuations  from  the  bowels,  and  en- 
lire  relief.  The  same  means  were 
put  in  operation,  three  days  after- 
ward, to  produce  evacuations,  and 
were  equally  successful.  A  third 
trial  of  mesmerism  completed  the 
xure ;  and  the  fortunate  patient,  who 
had  for  years  been  suffering  with 
constipation  and  other  symptoms  of 
dyspepsia,  was  restored  to  perfect 
health. 

The  second  case  was  one  of  con- 
firmed consumption,  and  was  cured 
by  using  the  remedy  twice  a  day  for 
about  a  month.    One  dosc^  in  parti- 


cular, is  said  to  have  caused  sleep 
and  the  exhibition  of  some  interest- 
ing phenomena.  Their  nature  is  not 
slated. — The  third  was  a  case  of 
chlorosis  cured  in  thirty  days,  but 
followed  by  a  relapse  on  discontinu- 
ing the  treatment. — The  fourth  was 
a  case  of  worms  in  a  girl  of  twelve. 
The  remedy  was  employed  for  three 
weeks,  during  which  time  she  passed 
great  numbers  of  creeping  things, 
and  grew  better.  The  treatment 
was  then  discontinued,  but  the  girl's 
health  went  on  improving,  and  she 
had  no  return  of  the  complaint. 

It  has  been  asserted  by  the  oppo- 
nents of  Mesmerism,  that  it  proved 
most  effectual  with  patients  of  a  nerv- 
ous temperament.  In  order  to  test 
fuUi/  the  accuracy  of  this  opinion, 
Mr.  C.  tried  it  on  ten  of  the  residents 
of  on  insane  hospital.  The  conse- 
quence was,  as  had  been  expected, 
that  the  patients  remained  in  statu 
quo  ;  so  that  the  conclusion  was  ine- 
vitable, that  Mesmerism  does  not  pro- 
duce its  effects  through  the  medium 
of  the  nervous  system. 

But,  independently  of  his  own  ex- 
perience and  that  of  his  friends,  Mr. 
Chevenix  finds,  in  the  authority  of 
more  than  one  distinguished  name, 
additional  support  of  his  favorite 
doctrine.  That  philosophers  so  emi- 
nent as  Cuvier  and  Laplace,  should 
have  given  their  testimony  in  its  fa- 
vor, is  certainly  a  point  of  no  small 
importance  ;  and  as  the  remarks  of 
the  former  are  decidedly  the  most 
favorable,  we  venture  to  give  them 
as  quoted  by  Mr.  C.—"  It  must  be 
confessed  that  in  all  experiments,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  determine  the 
effect  which  the  nervous  system  of 
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one  person  may  have  upon  that  of 
another,  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish 
the  effects  of  the  imagination  of  the 
person  acted  upon,  from  the  physical 
eflfects  |)ioduced  by  the  person  who 
acts.  Yet  the  effects  produced  upon 
persons  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  and 
that  produced  on  animals,  no  longer 
permit  it  to  be  doubted  that  the  prox- 
imity of  animated  bodies,  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  produces  an  effect 
wholly  independent  of  the  imagina- 
tion of  either ;  and  this  owing  to  a 
communication  between  the  nervous 
systetns  of  the  parties." 

This  is  strong  language,  and  yet 
the  inference  laid  down  scenjs  to  be 
an  inevitable  one  from  the  facts  al- 
luded to.  Of  the  truth  of  these,  we  do 
not  hold  ourselves  authorized  to  ex- 
press our  disbelief;  but  no  similar 
facts  are  adduced  in  Mr.  C.'s  cases, 
and  therefore  it  seems  not  unjust  to 
presume  that  none  were  known  to 
him  from  personal  observation. 
Should  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  ever 
be  thought  worth  a  trial  in  this  coun- 
try, it  will  afford  us  much  satisfaction 
to  record  the  results. 


ANATOMICO-SURGICAL  DRAWINGS. 

The  Mes«rs.  Carvill,  of  New-York, 
have  issued  proposals  for  publishing, 
in  the  course  of  the  next  year,  a 
translation  of  a  German  work,  by  L. 
J.  Von  Bierkowsky,  entitled  Anato- 
mico- Surgical  Drawings^  and  De- 
scriptions of  all  the  Surgical  Opera- 
tions, according  to  the  most  approved 
Methods.  This  work  is  to  contain 
570  lithographic  drawings  on  58 
plates  in  folio  ;  to  which  will  be  an- 
nexed two  volumes,  giving  a  concise 
explanation  of  each  operation.  In 


these  plates  will  be  exhibited  the 
parts  concerned,  in  their  nait  ral  po- 
sition, in  such  unnatural  position  as 
they- may  have  assumed  by  structural 
disease,  and  each  distinct  step  or 
stage  in  the  proper  operation. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Pro  pe  ti  s  that;^ 
the  lithography  is  to  be  executed  at 
Berlin,  "  under  the  special  direction 
of  two  of  the  most  distinguished  pro- 
fessors of  the  University  of  that  city." 

Subscribers  are  promised  the 
first  impressions  of  the  plates, 
and  will  pay  for  the  whole  work 
but  $30.  The  subscription  list 
will  be  closed  on  the  1st  of  No- 
vember, after  which  the  price  will 
be  raised  to  $  40. 

The  specimen  of  the  work  which 
accompanies  the  Prospectus,  induces 
us  to  believe  that  it  will  greatly  ad- 
vance the  science  and  the  art  of  Sur- 
gery among  us,  and  be  to  the  inex- 
perienced practitioner  an  aid  such  as 
he  can  find  in  no  other  book. 


MEDICINE   IN  ITALY. 

At  the  University  of  Pavia,  the  caii'^ 
didate  for  a  degree  is  obliged  to  haver 
studied  four  years,  and  to  have  at- 
tended lectures  on  every  branch  of 
knowledge  connected  with  medicine  j 
as  well  as  lectures  on  Surgery,  both 
clinical  and  theoretical.  The  pupils 
in  Surgery  devote  their  time  princi- 
pally to  Anatomy,  Surgery,  and  Mid- 
wifery ;  but  they  also  attend  lectures 
on  the  more  immediate  subjects  of 
medicine.  The  examination  for  a 
degree  is  a  public  one.  The  candi- 
date draws  out  of  a  bag,  containing 
the  names  of  the  principal  diseases, 
those  of  four,  which  he  presents  to 
his  examiners,  who  at  once  question 
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him  on  the  principal  points  in  regard 
to  each  of  thetn.  He  is  then  shut 
up  in  a  room,  where  he  writes  a  the- 
sis on  one  of  tiiose  diseases  solely 
from  his  own  knowledge,  and  without 
any  assistance^  .from  books.  This 
mode  of  examination  adopted,  is  ex- 
tremely fair  and  liberal,  since  it  gives 
the  examiners  no  opportunity  for 
preparing  themselves  on  particular 
topics,  and  therefore  no  unjust  ad- 
vantage over  the  pupil. 


NEW  AND  VALUABLE  PREPARATION. 

'  A  "  Concentrated  Compound  De- 
coction of  Sarsaparilla"  has  been  re- 
cently prepared  by  a  London  che- 
mist, and  is  spoken  of  in  one  of  the 
journals  of  that  city  in  the  following 
terms  of  commendation  : — "  This  pre- 
-  paration  we  find,  on  analysis,  to  con- 
tain, in  a  concentrated  state,  all  the 
medicinal  virtues  of  the  articles  which 
enter  the  compound  decoction  in 
great  perfection.  It  is  so  far  con- 
centrated by  steam,  (being  entirely 
free  from  empyreuma,)  that  one  ia- 
blespoonful,  added  to  a  pint  of  pure 
water,  readily  forms  a  pint  of  the 
compound  decoction  ^  and  in  justice 
to  the  preparers,  we  must  say,  ap- 
pears to  be  more  impregnated  with 
the  virtues  of  the  ingredients,  than 
the  decoction  made  in  the  usual  way. 
A  large  teaspoonful  of  this  concen- 
trated decoction,  which  may  be  taken 
in  a  wineglass  of  water,  is  equal  to  a 
quarter  of  a  pint  of  the  compound 
decoction.  Oiie,  very  in»portant  ad- 
vantage of  this  is  that  a  dose,  eqtial 
to  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  the  com- 
pound decoction  of  the  London 
Pfjarmacopoeia,  may  be  taken  in  a 
small  wineglass  of  water,  so  as  not 
to  oppress  or  relax  the  stomach  by 
quantity.  Another  advantage  is, 
that  in  its  concentrated  state,  it  will 
keep  good  for  many  years." 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Wight,  apothecary 
in  Milk  Street,  has,  at  our  request, 
procured  a  quantity  of  this  prepara- 


tion from  the  inventor,  which  he  sub- 
mits to  the  prescription  of  the  faculty. 

Quinine  and  Digitalis — A  medical 
gentleman  of  Cologne  recommended, 
some  years  ago,  the  combination  of 
these  remedies  in  consumption.  The 
success  of  the  practice  has  satisfied 
him  of  its  correctness.  One  patient, 
a  scrofulous  girl,  affected  with  tuber- 
cular phthisis,  was  restored  by  it  to 
perfect  health.  The  mode  of  admi- 
nistering these  remedies  was  as  fol- 
lows : — 

R.  Sulph.  Quinin.  gr.  iij. 

Pulv.  Digitalis  Purp.  gr.  1-3, 
"     Fenicul.  gr.  viij.  M. 

This  dose  was  given  four  times  a  day. 


Camphor  in  Puerperal  Mania. — 
This  gum  has  recently  been  found 
serviceable  in  this  alarming  and  ob- 
stinate affection.  Professor  Berndt 
has  reported  several  cases  in  which 
it  subdued  the  disease  after  other 
courses  of  treatment  had  proved  un- 
availing. This  does  not  appear  to 
be  one  of  the  on  dits  or  idle  conjec- 
tures of  the  day.  The  Professor's 
authority  is  good,  and  he  speaks 
from  his  own  personal  experience. 
He  gave  from  one  to  four  grains  eve- 
ry hour,  or  less  frequently  in  some 
cases,  and  sometimes  used  injections 
of  the  same  medicine  in  doses  of  ten 
grains. 


The  Simple  Aromatic  Waters. — 
Mr.  Buswell,  a  respectable  chemist 
of  March,  recommends  apothecaries 
to  make  simple  peppermint  water, 
and  the  other  simple  aromatic  waters, 
by  rubbing  the  essential  oil  with  a 
little  calcined  magnesia  in  a  n)arble 
mortar ;  and,  when  well  mixed,  to 
add  by  degrees,  (continuing  the  tri- 
turation,) the  pure  water.  So  much 
calcined  magnesia  should  be  used 
that  it  may  appear  to  be  a  dry  pow- 
der after  it  is  well  mixed  with  the 
oil.  The  water,  when  filtered,  is 
perfectly  clear,  and  the  oil  is  not  se- 
parated so  ns  to  adhere  to  the  bottle 
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like  that  of  distilled  water.  This 
method  of  impregnating  water  with 
an  essential  oil,  is  certainly  superior 
to  th.it  employed  by  apothecaries  in 
general,  viz.,  with  sugar  and  spirit  ; 
and  the  waters  are  more  pleasant  to 
the  pal.Ue  than  the  distilled  waters, 
which  are  generally  stale,  and  more 
or  less  possess  an  unpleasant  empy- 
reumatic  flavor. —  Gaz.  Health, 


Remarkable  Discrimination. — It 
is  slated  in  the  New-York  papers, 
that  the  following  decrees  have  been 
"  solemnly  adjudged  by  their  Board 
of  Health  :— " 

1.  It  is  determined  that  sugar  in 
cashs^  coming  from  Havana,  New 
Orleans,  &c.,  in  a  healthy  vessel, 
need  not  be  removed  to  some  place 
out  of  the  city,  nor  undergo  the  pro- 
cess of  purification,  but  that  sugar  in 
boxes,  coming  from  such  ports,  though 
in  a  health}'  vessel,  must  undergo 
ventilation  and  cleansing. 

2.  It  is  det(;rmined  that  sugar, 
both  in  casks  and  boxes,  coming 
from  such  ports,  in  a  vessel  in  which 
any  death  has  occurred  on  the 
voyage,  cannot  be  landed  in  the  city, 
but  must  be  taken  somewhere  else, 
and  be  ventilated  and  cleansed. 

3.  It  is  decided  that  iron,  lead, 
and  above  all,  tobacco,  coming  from 
such  ports  in  vessels  in  which  deaths 
have  occurred  during  the  voyage, 
must  be  ventilated  and  cleansed. 

4.  A  merchant  applied  to  the 
Board  for  permission  to  bring  twenty 
puncheons  of  rum  into  the  city  from 
Brooklyn,  wliich  was  imported  from 
New  Orleans  in  a  vessel  in  which 
several  persons  died  on  the  voyage  ; 
but  it  was  decided  that  it  should  not 
be  brought  over, 

5.  It  is  said  that  smoked  hams  and 
tongues,  in>ported  in  the  same  ves- 
sel, are  under  the  same  sentence 
of  condemnation. 


Sir  Humphrey  Davy  died  at  Ge- 
neva, of  a  palsy,  on  the  291  h  of  May 
last,  in  the  51st  year  of  his  age. 


Three  Causes  of  Disease. — A 
writer  in  a  contemporary  advises  his 
fellow-beings,  if  they  wish  to  avoid 
confirmed  stomachic  disease,  to  shun 
three  things,  viz.,"  friends'  prescrip- 
tions," "  medical  books,''  and  "  news- 
paper nostrums."  Of  these  we  should 
judge  the  former  to  be  productive  of 
the  most  harm  among  mankind  in 
general. 


Close  Reasoning. — A  Phrenolo- 
gist, who  was  as  tenacious  of  his  pence 
as  t)f  his  doctrines,  wrote  a  defence 
of  his  favorite  science,  and  sent  it  to 
the  Edinburgh  Reviewer,  in  the  hope 
of  making  a  convert  of  him.  The 
essay  was  written  so  extremely  fine, 
in  order  to  save  paper,  that  the  re- 
viewer could  not  read  it ;  he  accord- 
ing sent  it  back  to  the  author  with 
this  note  : "  Sir,  if you^reason  as  close- 
ly as  you  write,  you  are  invincible," 

New  Medical  Books. — Dr.  Ken- 
nedy, of  London,  has  in  forward  pre- 
paration for  the  press,  a  work  which 
will  form  3  vols.  8vo.,  entitled,  "  A 
History  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 
Biographical  and  Philosophical ;  con- 
taining an  Account  of  the  Persons 
and  Writings  that  have  conduced  to 
the  Improvement  of  Physic,  from  its 
Orii^in  in  Britriin  to  the  end  of  the 
18th  Century." 

Dr.  Hawkins,  of  Exeter  College, 
Oxford,  Ens;.,  has  just  published  a 
work  of  234  pnges  Svu.,  entitled 
"  Elements  of  Medical  Statistics." 

Thos.  Stone,  Esq.,  President  of 
the  Royal  Medical  Society  of  Edin- 
burgh, has  issued  an  Anti-Phrenolo- 
gical History  of  the  developement 
of  Burke,  Hare,  and  other  atrocious 
murderers. 


REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 

The  week  endirijor  July  31,  at  noon. 
Of  colic,  1 — consumption,  5 — cholera  infan- 
tum, 1 — convulsions,  1 — chiKibed,  1 — delirium 
tremens,  1 — drown,  1 — inflammation  in  the 
bowels,  l--infanlile,  2 — measles,  2 — mortifi- 
cation, 1 — old  age,  1 — peripneumonia,  1 — un- 
known, 3.  Males,  13 — females,  9.  Stillborn, 
1.    Total,  23. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTI- 
TUTION. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  LECTURES 
will  commence  on  the  first  Thurs- 
da}^  in  September,  and  continue  fifteen 
weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  by  H.  H. 

Chilbs,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  J.  D.  Wells, 

M.D. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  S.  W.  Williams, 
M.D. 

Theoretical  and  Operative  Surgery,  S. 

White,  M.D.  and  S.  P.  White,  M.D. 
Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Obste- 
trics, C.  B.  Coventry,  M.D. 
Chemistry,  Botany,  Mineralogy  and  Na- 
tural Philosophy,  C.  Dewy,  M.D. 
Matriculation  ticket,  $  3.   Fee  for  Lec- 
tures, f  40.   Library  ticket,  $  1.  Gradu- 
ation, $  15,50.     Board,  including  wash- 
ing, lodging  and  room,  $  1,75  a  week. 
Piitsjitld,  July       1829.  aug4tsep(30 

MEMOIRS  OF  DR.  GOOD. 

JUST  published  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
TER &  HENDEE,  Memoirs  of  the 
Life,  Writings,  and  Character,  Literary, 
Professional,  and  Relii^ious,  of  the  late 
John  MasonGood,  M.D.  F.R.S.  F.R.S.L. 
Mem.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  and  F.L.S.  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, &;c.  &c.  &LC.  By  Olinthus 
Gregory,  LL.D.  Aug.  11. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE 

HAVE  just  received  LIZAR'S  ANA- 
TOMICAL PLATES,  in  12  Nos., 
cold  and  letter  press. 

Barton's  North  American  Flora,  3  vols. 

do.      Medical  Botany,  2  vols. 
Bonaparte's  Ornithology,  3  volsl 
A  System  of  Human  Anatomy  ;  frans- 
iatt'd  from  the  4th  Edition  of  the  French 
of  H.  Cloquet,  M.D.    By  Robert  Knox, 
M.D.  F.R.S.E. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE, 

Corner  of  Washinglon  and  School  Streels, 

HAVE  recently  published  and  for  sale, 
LPXTURES  ON  ANATOMY, 
SURGERY  AND  PATHOLOGY,  includ- 
ing Observations  on  the  Nature  and  Treat- 
ment of  Local  Diseases — delivered  at  St. 


Bartholomew's  Hospital,  by  John  Aber- 

NETHY,  F.R.S. 

advertisement. 
The  estimation  in  which  the  opinions 
of  the  celebrated  teacher  in  the  School  of 
St.  Bartholomew's  is  held,  must  render 
the  present  volumes  invaluable  to  the 
student,  while  it  will  equally  serve  as  a 
work  of  reference  to  the  elder  branches  of 
the  profession,  containing,  as  it  does,  the 
views  and  opinions  of  one  whose  life  has 
been  spent  in  instruction,  and  whose  tal- 
ents and  acquirements  are  no  less  admired 
than  respected. 

Nor  is  the  value  of  the  volume  confined 
either  to  the  medical  tyro  or  the  more  ex- 
perienced practitioner.  The  popular 
reader,  from  the  plain,  lucid  and  colloqui- 
al style  of  the  Lectures,  will  derive  both 
pleasure  and  instruction  from  the  perusal, 
while  the  general  contents  yield  a  body 
of  information  not  to  be  met  with  in  works 
of  (his  description,  and  which  will  render 
it  in  families  a  book  of  familiar  consulta- 
tion and  reference.  July  28. 

TURNER'S  CHEMISTRY,— NEW 
EDITION. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
TER <fe  HENDEE,— Elements  of 
Chemistry,  including  recent  Discoveries 
and  Doctrines  of  the  Sc  ience.  By  Ed- 
ward Turner,  M.D.  F.R.S.E.  Second 
American  Edition. 

COTTONS  &  BARNARD  have  for  sale, 
An  Inquiry  concerning  that  dis- 
turbed state  of  the  vital  functions  usually 
denominated  Constitutional  Irritation. 
By  Benjamin  Travers,  F.R.S.,  senior  Sur- 
geon to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  President 
of  the  Hunterian  Society  of  London,  &c." 

NEW  LONDON  WORK. 

JUST  received,  by  CARTER  &  HEN- 
DEE, corner  of  Washington  and 
School  streets,  A  C-hemical  Catechism ; 
in  which  the  Elements  of  Chemistry,  with 
the  recent  discoveries  in  the  Science,  are 
clearly  and  fully  explained.  Illustrated 
b}'  Notes,  Engravings  and  Tables,  and 
containing  an  Appendix  of  select  Experi- 
ments, By  Thomas  Graham,  M.D. 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  London,  &;c.  &c. 

C.  &  H.  have  also  just  received.  Ele- 
ments of  Chemistry.  I3y  Andrew  Fxfe, 
M.D.  F.R.S.E. 
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I. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

Case  of  extensive  Disease  of  the 
Brain,  unaccompanied  by  the 
usual  Diagnostic  Symptoms. 

By  David  Palmer,  M.D. 

In  January  and  February  last,  a 
few  cases  of  "  Canker  Rash," 
(Rosalia  Paristhmitica  of  Good,) 
occurred  in  this  vicinity.  They 
were  usually  mild,  and  readily 
yielded  to  a  mild  treatment.  The 
case  which  I  am  about  to  relate, 
was  however  an  exception  to  this 
general  character  of  the  disease. 
A  daughter  of  Mr.  Ball,  aged  six 
years,  was  attacked  with  the  symp- 
toms of  the  disease  on  the  25th  of 
December  ;  and  on  my  visiting  her 
on  the  28th,  the  surface  was  nearly 
covered  with  the  sfcarlet  eruption  ; 
the  fauces  red  and  swollen,  with 
considerable  difficulty  of  degluti- 
tion ;  and  a  degree  of  heat  and 
hardness  of  pulse,  that  indicated 
active  inflammation. 

Eight  ounces  of  blood  were 
taken,  and  a  cathartic  dose  of  ca- 
lomel, to  be  followed  with  castor 
oil,  was  ordered. 

29th. — The  purgative  had  pro- 
duced but  little  effect,  and  the  in- 
flammatory symptoms  undiminish- 
ed. Six  ounces  of  blood  taken, 
and  the  purgatives  continued  with 
the  aid  of  injections. 

30th. — Symptoms  and  treatment 


nearly  the  same  as  yesterday.  No 
evacuations  from  the  bowels. 

31st. — Symptoms  as  before.  At 
the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Sweatt,  who 
had  been  called  to  advise,  gave 
Croton  Oil  three  drops,  in  divided 
doses.  Calomel,  enemata,  &c.,  as 
before. 

Jan.  1st. — No  perceptible  alter- 
ation.   Contin.  med. 

2d,  3d,  and  4th. — Evacuations 
from  the  bowels  on  each  of  these 
days,  with  the  expulsion  of  about 
one  hundred  worms  (lumbrici). 

6th. — Patient  nearly  free  from 
pain,  and  apparently  convalescent ; 
but  it  was  now  discovered  for  the 
first  time  that  she  was  totally  deaf. 
For  a  week  succeeding  this  date, 
my  patient  continued  to  improve  in 
every  respect,  except  the  sense  of 
hearing,  which  was  totally  lost. 
All  her  other  senses  were  perfect  ; 
her  mind  cheerful  ;  pulse  natural, 
with  some  appetite  and  a  regular 
state  of  the  bowels.  Medical 
treatment  suspended,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  occasional  blisters  to  the 
neck  and  arms. 

14th. — Attacked  with  vomiting 
and  pain  in  the  head,  returning  in 
paroxysms  twice  or  thrice  in  twen- 
ty-four hours.  Various  remedial 
agents  were  now  employed,  such 
as  leeches,  blisters,  mercurials, 
the  warm  bath,  &c.  ;  but  as  they 
were  productive  of  no  permanently 
beneficial  effect,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  detail  the  treatment  more  mi- 
nutely.   About  the  20th  of  the 


27 


418 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


montli,  she  was  affected  with  a 
contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the 
back  and  neck,  and  the  head  was 
drawn  backward.  The  pain  in 
the  head  and  occasional  vomiting 
continued,  with  increasing  prostra- 
tion of  strength,  until  the  1st  of 
February,  when  she  died. 

Post-mortem  Examination^  ten  hours 
after  Death. 

In  the  head,  a  stratum  of  puru- 
lent matter  nearly  covered  the  pia 
mater,  and  in  some  places  its  struc- 
ture was  destroyed  by  ulceration. 
Suppuration  had  also  occurred  in 
almost  every  part  of  the  substance 
of  the  brain,  but  chiefly  in  its  base. 
The  origin  of  the  auditory  nerves 
was  surrounded  with  purulent  mat- 
ter, though  not  to  a  greater  degree 
than  that  of  most  of  the  other  nerves 
which  arise  within  the  skull.  The 
lateral  ventricles  were  distended 
with  serum,  and  it  was  judged  by 
the  medical  gentlemen  who  assisted 
in  the  examination,  that  one-third 
of  the  contents  of  the  skull  consist- 
ed of  pus  and  serum.  The  con- 
tents of  the  thorax  and  abdomen 
were  not  examined,  as  there  was 
no  reason  to  suspect  a  lesion  of  any 
of  their  organs. 

What  renders  this  case  impor- 
tant, in  my  view,  is  the  fact  that 
such  extensive  destruction  of  the 
brain  should  occur,  with  so  few  of 
the  symptoms  supposed  to  be  diag- 
nostic of  severe  cerebral  affection. 

Thetford,  Vt.,July  30th,  1829. 


II. 

GUTTA  SERENA. 

J\*otes  of  a  Case  of  Gutta  Serena 
of  the  right  Rye  ^  from  the  Pressure 
of  a  Tumor  on  the  Optic  J^erve. 

By  Jkdkdiah  Cobb,  M.D.,  Prof,  of 
Anatomy  in  the  Med.  Col.  of  Oliio. 

'Mr.  II  ,  from  Baltimore,  con- 
sulted me  for  an  aff'ection  of  his 


right  eye.  He  stated  that,  being 
on  a  fishing  excursion  up  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  in  the  month  of  Au- 
gust, 1825,  he  was  suddenly  seiz- 
ed, whilst  exposed  to  the  rays  of 
a  hot  sun,  with  an  acute  pain  in 
the  bottom  of  the  orbit  of  the 
right  eye,  shooting  far  back  into 
the  head.  The  pain  continued, 
without  abatement,  until  he  ob- 
tained medical  aid  on  his  return  to 
Baltimore.  The  plan  of  treat- 
ment, as  near  as  I  could  ascertain, 
was  strictly  antiphlogistic.  As 
the  pain  decreased,  the  sight  of 
the  aff'ected  eye  gradually  dimi- 
nished, until  it  was  completely 
lost.  When  I  saw  him  in  this 
place  two  years  afterwards,  the 
eye  presented  the  appearance  of 
a  well  marked  case  of  gutta  se- 
rena  ;  the  pupil  was  greatly  dilat- 
ed and  irregular  in  shape  ;  the 
iris,  when  exposed  to  the  strong- 
est light,  did  not  contract.  The 
general  aspect  of  the  eye  was  pe- 
culiar, and  its  natural  lustre  and 
intelligence  lost.  I  told  him  I 
could  do  nothing  with  any  prospect 
of  success  for  the  restoration  of 
his  sight,  and  I  believe  nothing 
was  done.  About  three  weeks 
after  consulting  me,  he  was  vio- 
lently attacked  with  arachnitis,  of 
which  he  eventually  died,  when 
leave  was  obtained  to  examine 
the  body. 

Morbid  Appearances. 

On  opening  the  cranium,  the 
arachnoid  membrane  exhibited 
traces  of  extensive  inflammation, 
being  covered  with  coagulable 
lymph  and  serum  over  its  whole 
extent.  The  ventricles  were 
much  distended  with  serum. 
Whilst  removing  successive  por- 
tions of  the  cerebrum,  the  scalpel 
at  length  struck  against  a  hard 
substance,  which,  on  careful  exa- 
mination, was  found  to  be  a  tumor 
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sbmething  larger  than  a  nutmeg, 
and  of  a  spheroidal  shape.  It  lay 
directly  in  the  course  of  the  optic 
nerve  of  the  right  side,  posterior 
to  its  junction  with  its  fellow. 
The  nerve  was  completely  oblite- 
rated by  its  pressure.  The  tumor 
was  composed  of  calcareous  mat- 
ter enclosed  in  a  cyst  resembling 
the  coats  of  the  arteries.  The 
cyst  was  attached  to  the  carotid 
artery,  and  probably  resulted  from 
a  diseased  action  in  its  integuments. 

Remar]{s. 
From  the  above  dissection  we 
learn  the  cause  of  the  blindness, 
and  how  utterly  ineffectual  all 
remedial  agents  must  prove  in 
certain  cases  of  gutta  serena. 
We  may  likewise  draw  the  im- 
portant physiological  conclusion, 
that  the  fibres  of  the  optic  nerves 
do  not  decussate  each  other,  as 
is  thought  by  ^iiany  anatomists. — 
West,  Jour,  of  Med.     Phys.  Sci. 


III. 

COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  London 
College  of  Physicians,  we  find  a  re- 
markable, or  rather  curious,  proof 
of  the  medical  profession  of  the  ce- 
lebrated John  Locke,  Gent.  Also, 
some  acute  observations,  by  Sir  Henry 
Halford,  on  Shakspeare's  '  Test  of 
Insanity.  Both  these  we  offer  for 
the  instruction  and  entertainment  of 
our  readers. 

Case  of  Tic  Douloureux,  by  the 

celebrated  Locke. 
A  LITERARY  curiosity  of  great  in- 
terest was  laid  before  the  Meet- 
ing :  a  case  detailed  by  the  cele- 
brated Locke.  This  curious  do- 
cument was  obtained  by  Dr.  C. 
M.  Clarke,  from  Lord  King,  and 


presented  to  the  College.  The 
original  MS.  was  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  consisted  of  a  French 
Almanack,  bound  up  w^ith  a  num- 
ber of  leaves  which  had  been  ori- 
ginally blank,  but  which  were 
tilled  with  various  notes  and  me- 
moranda in  the  hand-writing  of 
Locke,  and  among  others  the  case 
in  question. 

It  has  often  been  doubted  whe- 
ther Locke  ever  practised  as  a 
physician,  but  the  question  is  now 
set  at  rest.  In  Lord  Grenville's 
pamphlet,  entitled  Oxford  and 
Locke,"  he  remarks  that  "  in 
the  printed  life  of  Locke,  com- 
monly prefixed  to  his  works,  we 
are  told  that  he  applied  himself, 
at  the  University,  with  great  dili- 
gence, to  the  study  of  medicine, 
'  not  with  any  design  of  practising 
as  a  physician,  but  principally  for 
the  benefit  of  his  own  constitution, 
which  was  weak.'  "  His  lordship 
goes  on  to  observe  that  no  such 
motive  is  ascribed  to  Locke  by 
Le  Clerc,  from  whom  our  know- 
ledge of  his  private  history  is 
principally  derived  ;  nor,  indeed, 
is  the  supposition  at  all  probable. 
Le  Clerc,  however,  asserts  "  that 
Locke  never  practised  physic  for 
profit,  though  he  was  highly  es- 
teemed by  the  ablest  physicians 
of  his  time."  In  proof  of  this, 
w-e  need  only  quote  the  following 
passage  from  Sydenham: — "  Nos- 
ti  preterea  quam  huic  meae  me- 
thodo  suffragantera  habeam,  qui 
eam  intimius  per  omnia  perspexe- 
rat  utrique  nostrum  conjunctissi- 
mum,  Dominum  Joannem  Locke  ; 
quo  quidera  viro,  sive  ingenio  ju- 
dicioque  acri  et  subacto,  sive  eti- 
am  antiquis,  hoc  est,  optimis  qio- 
ribus,  vix  superiorem  quemquam, 
inter  eos  qui  nunc  sunt  homines, 
repertum  iri  confido,  paucissimos 
certe  pares." 
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Lord  Grenville  says  that  the 
assertion  that  Locke  had  never 
actually  practised,  is  unques- 
tionably erroneous  and  the  case 
which  we  subjoin,  proves  the  cor- 
rectness of  his  opinion. 

Locke  was  called  to  see  the 
Countess  of  Northumberland,  who 
was  the  ambassadress  at  Paris, 
Dec.  2d,  1677.  The  case  was 
evidently  one  of  tic  douloureux. 
It  is  entitled  Convulsio,  and  the 
symptoms  are  thus  described  : — 
Acute  pain  over  the  right  cheek 
up  to  her  ear.  In  the  intervals, 
pain  in  her  teeth.  She  was  warn- 
ed of  the  approach  of  the  fits  by 
a  throbbing  she  felt  in  the  lower 
jaw,  where  she  had  had  a  tooth 
drawn  the  previous  summer.  The 
fits  had  been  preceded  by  three 
or  four  days  of  ordinary  tooth- 
ach.  There  was  no  swelling  or 
inflammation;  no  flux  of  rheum; 
no  external  swelling  ;  no  indica- 
tion for  bleeding  ;  besides  which, 
that  remedy  had  been  tried  some 
months  before,  without  eff'ect. 

"It  being  night,"  says  Locke, 

I  thought  at  present  there  was 
nothing  to  be  done  but  to  give  her 
ladyship  present  ease  by  some  to- 
pical application."  He  thought 
first  of  a  blister,  but  paused  till 
he  had  made  some  more  general 
evacuation.  He  therefore  order- 
ed an  opiate  embrocation  to  the 
gums,  which  gave  her  much  re- 
lief. On  the  following  day,  (for 
the  case  is  related  in  the  form  of 
a  journal,)  he  again  deliberated 
about  the  propriety  of  the  exhibi- 
tion of  an  aperient,  but  the  ex- 
treme cold  weather  made  him 
conclude  in  the  following  manner: 
— "  I  apprehend  that  a  purge, 
which  I  thought  very  necessary, 
would  be  dangerous  in  such  a  sea- 
son,  because,  if  weak,  it  might 
cause  disorder  with  very  little  or 


no  evacuation  ;  if  strong,  lu  so  de- 
licate a  constitution  1  could  not 
tell  how  to  venture  ;  besides  that, 
I  feared  she  might  take  cold  in 
the  working,  which  might  increase 
the  mischief." 

The  result  of  his  prudent  cau- 
tion was,  that  he  prescribed  a 
drop  of  aethereum  terebinthmae 
on  a  little  lint,  which  she  applied 
to  the  gap  whence  the  tooth  had 
been  extracted,  but  it  did  not  al- 
lay the  pain,  and  he  then  ventured 
upon  the  purge,  and  gave  a  mer- 
curial one,  which  wrought  very 
well  seven  or  eight  times." 

After  the  operation  of  this  me- 
dicine, he  prescribed  an  opiate 
draught,  and  during  the  following 
night  she  enjoyed  some  sleep. 
With  occasional  exacerbations, 
the  fits  upon  the  whole  began 
gradually  to  abate  in  severity. 
He  describes  most  accurately 
what  we  all  know  to  be  the  truth 
in  this  cruel  disease  ;  how  various 
slight  causes  bring  on  theparoxysm 
of  pain  ;  how  touching  any  part  of 
the  aff'ected  side  of  the  body, 
(even  the  foot  of  that  side,)  talk- 
ing, or  opening  her  mouth  to  eat, 
brought  on  the  twitches  of  pain. 
He  reasons  upon  this  strange 
nervous  aff'ection  very  sensibly, 
considers  what  the  original  mis- 
chief was,  and  how  far  the  extrac- 
tion of  the  tooth  had  to  do  with 
the  increase  of  the  malady,  and 
concludes  that  the  root  of  the 
mischief  lies  in  some  harm  done 
to  the  nerve  connected  with  the 
tooth.  The  tooth  itself,  when  it 
was  drawn,  was  found  to  be  a 
sound  one,  and  its  extraction  so 
far  from  a  remedy,  that  it  in- 
creased the  violence  and  frequency 
of  the  fits.  Locke  continued  in  at- 
tendance till  Dec.  16th,  a  space  of 
a  fortnight,  whenhe  pronounced  the 
lady  ambassadress  ''quite  well." 
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On  Monday,  Dec.  20tli,  he 
writes  in  his  MS  : — 

Memorandum  :  that  my  lady 
ambassadrice's  gums  itched  vehe- 
mently after  the  pain  was  gone, 
and  did  so  for  several  days  after  ; 
and  used  to  do  so  for  several  years 
before  any  tooth  was  drawn." 

Observations  on  Insanity.    By  Sir 
H.  Halford. 

After  the  above  had  been  read, 
Sir  Henry  Halford  stated  that,  in 
consequence  of  having  understood 
that  there  was  no  paper  for  the 
present  evening,  (for  Locke's 
case  had  only  just  been  received,) 
he  had  hastily  thrown  together 
some  observations  on  insanity.  As 
there  was  sufficient  time  left,  he 
would  read  them  to  the  Meeting. 

Sir  Henry  Halford  observed 
that  in  the  closet  scene  in  Hamlet 
the  following  words  occur  : — 

"  Extasy ! 

My  pulse,  as  yours,  doth  temperately  keep 
time, 

And  make  as  healthful  music ;  'tis  not 
madness 

That  I  have  uttered  ;  bring  me  to  the  test, 
And  I  the  matter  will  reword, — which 

madness 
Would  gambol  from." 

The  circumstance  to  which  the 
learned  President  particularly  al- 
luded, was  the  expression  "I  the 
matter  will  reword and  he  pro- 
ceeded to  relate  the  following 
case,  in  illustration  of  the  justness 
of  Shakspeare's  "  test."  He 
was  called,  last  January,  to  a  gen- 
tleman then  in  a  state  of  mental 
derangement.  A  short  time  pre- 
vious to  his  illness,  he  had  sent 
for  his  solicitor,  and  given  direc- 
tions about  his  will.  He  stated 
his  intention  of  adding  500Z.  a 
year  to  his  mother's  jointure,  and 
of  leaving  various  legacies  ;  add- 
ing that  his  friend,  the  solicitor, 
was  to  be  residuary  legatee.  The 


solicitor,  in  the  most  honorable 
manner,  told  him  that  he  could 
not  consent  to  the  last  part  of  the 
arrangement,  unless  at  the  end  of 
six  months  he  continued  of  the 
same  mind  upon  the  subject.  In 
the  interval,  he   was  attacked 
with    mental    excitement,  for 
which  he  was  attended  by  Sir 
Henry  Halford  and  Sir  G.  Tut- 
hill.    One  day,  on  asking  him  how 
he  did,  he  appeared  calm  and  col- 
lected, and  answered  that  he  was 
very  ill,  and  only  anxious  to  settle 
his   affairs  and  make   his  will. 
Next  day  he  repeated  the  same 
expressions,  in  a  tone  and  manner 
which  induced  his  attendants  to 
comply  with  his  request,  and  the 
solicitor  was  sent  for,  who  brought 
with  him  a  will  drawn  up  accord- 
ing to  the  instructions  he  had  for- 
merly received.    This  was  read 
over  to  the  gentleman,  and  being 
asked,  after  each  clause,  if  such 
was  his  meaning,  he  distinctly  re- 
plied— yes,  yes.    The  will  was 
then  executed,  being  witnessed 
by  his  physicians.    On  going  down 
stairs.  Sir  Henry  observed  upon 
the  unpleasant  circumstance  of 
the  medical  attendants  becomins: 
involved  in  a  deed  which  was  like- 
ly to  become  the  subject  of  litiga- 
tion, and  proposed  that  they  should 
return  to  him  and  apply  Hamlet's 
test,  by  ascertaining  whether  he 
could    reword"  his  will.  With 
regard  to  several  of  the  clauses 
this  was  the  case  ;  but  he  stated 
that  he  had  left  one  individual  ten 
thousand  pounds,  whereas  he  had 
only  left  hira  five  thousand  ;  and 
on  being  asked  to  whom  the  resi- 
due of  his  fortune  was  to  go,  he 
answered,  "To  the  heir  at  law, 
to  be  sure  !"    Being  asked  who 
was  the  heir  at  law,  he  replied 
that  he  did  not  know.    Thus,  said 
Sir  Henry,  he  could  not  '^reword" 
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his  meaning,  but  "gamboled" 
frona  the  matter. 

The  author  then  adverted  to 
the  fidelity  of  the  pictures  drawn 
by  Shakspeare,  so  justly  charac- 
terized by  Johnson  as  the  poet  of 
nature.  He  also  alluded  to  the 
writings  of  the  ancient  poets,  as 
containing  many  descriptions  which 
might  be  recognized  by  an  atten- 
tive observer.  He  had  himself 
seen  two  of  the  cases  mentioned 
by  Horace,  illustrated  to  the  very 
life.  One,  a  man  of  high  rank, 
supposed  himself  present  at  a 
theatrical  entertainment,  and  Sir 
Henry  had  heard  him  urging  Gar- 
rick  to  exert  himself  in  the  part 
of  Hamlet,  which  he  supposed 
him  then  to  be  acting.  The  oth- 
er case  was  that  of  a  gentleman 
of  large  fortune,  who  possessed 
himself  of  everything  he  could 
get,  but  parted  with  nothing.  He 
was  brought  to  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  having  refused  to 
pay  for  a  picture  which  he  had 
bought,  and  which  was  valued  at 
£  1500.  Sir  Henry  told  the  jury, 
that  if  they  would  go  to  the  gen- 
tleman's house  in  Portland  Place, 
they  would  find  £50,000  worth 
of  property  ;  among  the  rest  this 
very  picture,  with  baby -houses 
and  baubles  strewed  over  his 
dining-room. 

The  paper  was  listened  to  with 
great  interest,  and  this  was  in- 
creased by  the  very  animated 
manner  in  which  it  was  read  by 
the  learned  President. 


IV. 

Method  of  treating  Fracture  of  the 
Thigh  Bone. 

By  William  C.  Daniell,  M.D.,  of 
Savannah,  Georgia. 

In  the  summer  of  1819,  I  was 
called  into  the  country  to  see  a 


child  of  Mr.  Harboch's,  about 
seven  months  old,  whose  left  thigh 
had  been  obliquely  fractured  near 
the  middle  of  the  bone,  by  the 
nurse  falling  with  him  in  her  arms. 
I  applied  the  many-tailed  bandage 
with  four  thin  splints  about  three 
inches  long,  to  confine,  as  well  as 
I  could,  the  broken  ends  of  the 
bone  in  apposition. 

Upon  visiting  the  child  the  fol- 
lowing day,  I  found  the  fractured 
limb  about  the  third  of  an  inch 
shorter  than  the  other,  from  the 
lapping  of  the  ends  of  the  broken 
bone.  The  patient  being  fever- 
ish, a  laxative  was  directed.  The 
dressings  were  renewed  from  time 
to  time  for  about  a  week,  when 
the  feverish  symptoms  had  sub- 
sided, and  the  child  become  in 
some  measure  reconciled  to  his 
confinement. 

The  shortening  of  the  limb  still 
continuing,  rendered  it  necessary 
to  adopt  some  means  to  counter- 
act the  contraction  of  the  mus- 
cles, and  retain  the  ends  of  the 
broken  bone  in  apposition.  The 
heat  of  the  season,  as  well  as  the 
age  of  the  patient,  rendering  the 
use  of  the  ordinary  splint  (Phy- 
sick's  improved  Desault)  and 
bandages  objectionable,  I  adopted 
the  following  mode  of  treatment: 
— I  passed  a  roller  of  muslin 
around  the  chest  of  the  child  se- 
veral times,  to  which  I  attached 
a  bandage  on  each  side,  and  ex- 
tended them  above  the  head,  and 
fastened  them  to  the  head-board 
of  the  bed.  This  was  done  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  the  pa- 
tient from  being  drawn  down  to 
the  foot  of  the  bed  by  the  extend- 
ing power.  I  then  passed  a  small 
silk  handkerchief  around  the  ankle 
and  foot  of  the  fractured  limb, 
and  tied  the  ends  together  at  the 
sole  of  the  foot.    To  these  united 
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ends  of  the  handkerchief  I  attach- 
ed a  small  cord,  which  was  passed 
over  the  foot  of  the  bed,  where  it 
suspended  a  small  weight  which 
was  designed  for  the  extension  of 
the  limb. 

The  many-tailed  bandage,  with 
the  four  small  splints,  were  con- 
tinued as  heretofore.  In  due 
time  the  broken  bone  united  with- 
out any  shortening  or  other  defor- 
mity. 

In  1824,  and  five  years  after 
the  fracture,  I  examined  the 
limb,  and  found  it  of  the  same 
length  and  appearance  of  its  fellow. 

Attributing  my  success  in  the 
above  case  to  the  manner  in  which 
I  had  treated  the  fractured  limb, 
I  became  desirous  of  applying 
that  mode  of  treatment  to  other 
cases  of  a  similar  kind.  With 
the  assistance  of  my  friend  Dr. 
Richardson,  I  have  recently  treat- 
ed a  case  of  oblique  fracture  of 
the  thigh  bone,  after  the  following 
manner  : — A  piece  of  poplar 
plank,  long  enough  to  extend  from 
just  below  the  buttock  to  eighteen 
inches  beyond  the  foot,  was  made 
on  the  surface  slightly  concave  to 
receive  the  thigh, — the  upper 
end  was  cut  into  a  semilunar  form 
to  fit  it  the  better  to  the  buttock, 
and  made  six  inches  wide, — the 
lower  end  was  four  inches  wide. 
On  each  side  of  the  lower  end 
was  attached  a  piece  of  board 
three  inches  high,  extending  up 
to  the  knee,  with  a  gradually  re- 
duced height.  A  piece  of  board 
five  inches  high,  was  then  fitted 
in  the  lower  end,  at  a  right  angle 
with  the  lower  board.  In  the 
middle  of  the  upper  edge  of  this 
piece,  was  placed  a  small  wooden 
roller,  with  a  concave  edge,  which 
was  retained  by  a  wire  axis.  The 
lower  end  of  this  splint,  which 
projected  beyond  the  foot  of  the 


bed,  was  secured  by  passing  a 
screw  through  the  bottom  piece 
into  the  foot-board  of  the  bed. 
The  fractured  limb  w^as  then 
placed  in  this  splint.  The  many- 
tailed  bandage  was  applied  over 
the  fractured  portion,  (the  bones 
having  first  been  placed  in  appo- 
sition,) over  which,  at  equal  dis- 
tances apart  and  around  the  limb, 
four  thin  wooden  splints,  six  inch- 
es long,  were  placed  and  secured 
by  muslin  strips.  A  bag  of  dried 
moss  was  then  applied  on  each 
side  of  the  thigh,. and  secured  by 
tapes  passing  under  the  board  sup- 
porting the  thigh,  and  over  the 
limb.  A  silk  handkerchief  was 
then  passed  around  the  ankle,  and 
tied  at  the  bottom  of  the  foot. 
To  this  projecting  portion  of  the 
handkerchief  was  fastened  a  small 
flaxen  cord,  and  that  passing  over 
the  roller  placed  in  the  end  of  the 
case,  supported  a  small  w^eight. 
A  muslin  bandage  was  passed 
around  the  chest,  to  which  ban- 
dages were  fastened  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fixing  the  body  to  the 
head-board,  to  prevent  its  being 
drawn  down.  This  was  however 
soon  found  to  be  superfluous,  as 
the  weight  of  the  body  was  quite 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
sistance to  the  extending  power, 
and  was  consequently  discontinu- 
ed. The  dressings  were  renewed 
once  or  twice  a  week,  according 
to  circumstances,  and  the  bones 
united  readily,  and  without  any 
shortening  of  the  limb. 

That  portion  of  our  patient's 
mattress  which  supported  the 
breech,  was  made  removeable, 
by  which  arrangement  the  pan 
could  be  used  without  inconve- 
nience. 

Whenever  any  shortening  of  the 
fractured  limb  was  observed,  the 
leg  was  gently  raised  and  extend* 
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ed  to  the  proper  distance,  where 
it  was  retained  by  the  weight  at- 
tached to  the  cord.  And  here  I 
will  observe,  that  the  cord  and 
weight  are  rather  designed  for 
retaining  the  limb  properly  ex- 
tended, than  for  extending  it. 
The  latter  it  is  known  is  readily 
performed.  The  importance  as 
well  as  the  difficulty  of  keeping 
up  that  extension,  has  been  felt 
by  every  surgeon  who  has  had  a 
fractured  thigh  to  treat.  I  flat- 
ter myself  that  the  above  mode 
of  making  and  maintaining  the  ex- 
tension, will  be  found  an  improve- 
ment. It  has  certainly  been  such 
in  my  hands.     *     #      *  # 

It  would  be  extremely  difficult 
for  any  person  who  had  not  wit- 
nessed the  treatment  of  this  case, 
to  appreciate  the  advantages 
which  resulted  from  the  mode 
which  we  adopted  of  keeping  up 
the  extension  of  the  fractured 
limb.  The  patient  could  sit  up 
in  his  bed  without  deranging  the 
dressings.  The  only  part  in  the 
use  of  which  he  was  restricted, 
was  the  fractured  limb.  If  in  his 
movements  he  was  thrown  lower 
down  in  bed  than  was  proper,  he 
could  draw  himself  up  without 
deranging  the  dressings  or  dis- 
placing the  fractured  bones. 

But  the  great  and  important 
indication  that  is  fulfilled  by  this 
mode  of  treatment, — and  by  this 
alone  have  I  seen  it  properly  ful- 
filled,— is  that  there  is  a  constant 
power  in  operation  to  counteract 
the  contraction  of  the  muscles  of 
the  fractured  limb.  That  power 
is  the  weight  suspended  over  the 
roller  to  the  foot;  and  it  is  a  pow- 
er which,  from  its  constant  action, 
must  necessarily  exhaust  the  mus- 
cular contraction.  Hence  it  ne- 
ver can  occur,  where  this  mode 
of  extension  is  properly  applied, 


that  the  fractured  limb  will  be 
shortened  when  the  bones  have 
united. 

I  believe  that  a  weight  of  two 
pounds  will  in  most  cases  be  suf- 
ficient. My  own  experience, 
however,  is  too  limited  to  enable 
me  to  speak  with  confidence.  It 
is  a  matter  which  the  discretion 
of  the  surgeon  will  readily  adjust. 

In  treating  a  fractured  thigh 
bone,  it  has  been  deemed  of  the 
highest  importance  to  make  the 
extension  and  counter-extension 
as  near  as  possible  in  a  line  with 
the  fractured  limb  and  the  course 
of  the  muscles  to  be  acted  upon. 
The  merit  of  Dr.  Physick's  im- 
provement upon  Desault's  splint, 
consists  in  an  approximation  to 
this.  It  is,  however,  only  an  ap- 
proximation. In  the  treatment  of 
the  case  detailed  above,  the  ex- 
tension and  counter-extension  were 
necessarily  in  a  line  with  the  bro- 
ken bone  and  the  course  of  the 
muscles  to  be  acted  upon,  because 
the  extension  is  made  upon  the 
foot,  and  the  counter-extension 
consists  in  the  weight  of  the  body 
above  the  thigh.  Let  it  not  be 
supposed  that  such  weight  is  in- 
sufficient for  all  the  purposes  of 
counter-extension ;  I  believe  it 
will  upon  trial  be  found  ample. 
If  it  should  not,  the  body  of  the 
patient  may  readily  be  retained 
in  place  by  bandages  fastened  to 
the  head-board  as  suggested. 

Some  surgeons  are  in  the  habit, 
as  soon  as  called  to  a  fractured 
limb,  to  place  the  patient  to  har- 
ness, and  at  once  subject  him  to 
all  the  pain  and  distress  of  splints, 
bandages,  extensions  and  counter- 
extensions.  Such  a  course  is,  I 
think,  to  be  condemned,  not  only 
as  unnecessary  severity  to  the 
patient,  but  also  as  adding,  in 
many  cases,  additional  causes  of 
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irritatio'i  and  fever.  I  have  been 
in  the  habit  myself  of  barely  at 
first  placing  the  ends  of  the  bones 
in  such  relation  to  each  other,  as 
would  prevent  irritation, — always 
feeling  satisfied,  if  at  the  end  of 
the  first  week,  or  even  early  in 
the  second,  every  measure  had 
been  adopted  which  promised  to 


promote  a  favorable  union  of  the 
fractured  bones.  By  this  course 
the  patient  is  gradually  accustom- 
ed to  his  confinement,  and  bears 
much  better  the  necessary  re- 
straints of  the  treatment  than 
when  he  is  at  once  subjected  to 
the  whole  of  them. — Amer.  Jour, 
of  the  JMed.  Scitnces. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


NITROUS  OXIDE  GAS 

As  a  Remedy  in  Chronic  Diseases 
of  the  Chesty  Sfc, 

The  Nitrous  Oxide  Gas  is  recom- 
mended by  Joseph  Curtis,  Esq.,  in 
a  late  number  of  the  Lancet,  as  a 
remedial  agent  of  more  value  than 
many  which  are  in  better  estimation. 
He  relates,  as  proof  of  this,  two 
cases  of  asthma  ; — one  of  a  lady  who 
was  many  years  subject  to  the  dis- 
ease, and  in  whom  the  fits  were  fre- 
quent and  very  distressing. 

Believing  the  distressing  sense 
of  suffocation  experienced  by  this  pa- 
tient lo  be  owing  to  the  blood  being 
prevented,  by  the  mucus  in  the  bron- 
chia, from  undergoing  its  proper 
changes,  he  conceived  the  idea  of 
substituting  oxygen  gas  for  atmos- 
pheric air.  The  experiment  was 
unsatisfactory,  and  finding  this  gas 
inconvenient  to  make,  he  substituted 
Nitrous  Oxide,  which  was  taken 
twice  a  day,  and  the  effects  of  which 
are  thus  related  : — 

"  From  three  to  four  quarts  was 
the  usual  dose.  It  sometimes  pro- 
duced slight  vertigo,  and  a  feeling:  of 
languor  :  these,  however,  went  off  in 
a  few  minutes,  and,  in  about  a  quar- 


ter of  an  hour,  the  pulse  was  usually 
lowered  from  eight  to  twelve  beats 
in  a  minute  ;  in  one  instance,  from 
120  to  108  ;  in  another,  from  104 
to  96.  The  heat  of  the  body  was  at 
the  same  time  raised  ;  a  thermome- 
ter placed  between  the  shoulders, 
rose  in  one  instance  from  92  to  96; 
in  another,  from  94  to  98,  but  never 
rose  beyond  98.  The  hands  and 
feet,  which  were  generally  cold^ 
glowed  ;  and  the  face,  which  was 
usually  of  a  purple  or  leaden  hue,, 
assumed  the  natural  appearance." 

The  use  of  the  Gas  was  continued 
several  weeks.  It  usually  relieved 
the  symptoms  when  taken  during  an 
attack,  and  in  the  end  seemed  to 
have  increased  the  strength  and  the 
digestive  powers,  and  dinjinished  the 
tendency  to  asthma.  It  produced 
however,  some  tendency  to  inflam- 
mation, on  which  account  it  was  dis- 
coniinued. 

In  the  other  case  related  by  Mr. 
C,  this  Gas  produced  more  decided 
benefit.  The  wheezing,  cough,  dif- 
ficulty of  breathing,  pain,  and  expec- 
toration of  mucus,  were  all  relieved, 
and  the  color  of  the  face  became  less 
livid.  The  circulation  in  the  extre- 
mities was  invigorated  remarkably, 
and  the  patient  discharged  cured. 
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TWO  DISEASES  EXISTING  SIMULTANE- 
OUSLY. 

A  CASE  is  recorded  in  an  English 
Journal,  which  seems  to  present 
some  phenomena  in  vaccination. — A 
child  sickened  with  variola.  To 
protect  the  brother  of  this  child,  he 
was  vaccinated.  On  the  eighth  day 
the  vesicle  formed  perfectly,  and 
matter  was  taken  from  it  to  vaccinate 
another  child.  On  the  ninth  day 
variola  also  broke  out,  and  the  vac- 
cine pustule,  which  was  perfect  on 
the  eighth,  continued  stationary,  and 
at  length  dried  up  with  the  smallpox. 

The  child  vaccinated  from  this 
pustule  had  a  genuine  cowpock,  and, 
although  exposed,  escaped  variola. 

The  conclusions  of  the  reporter 
are,  "  that  in  the  same  case  cowpock 
and  smallpox  went  on  together  ;  thus 
showing  that  two  pustular  diseases, 
of  a  different  nature,  may  exist  at 
the  same  time  in  the  same  system  ; 
and  that  in  the  last  case  it  would  ap- 
pear that  one  pustular  disease  only 
may  be  propagated  from  a  system 
where  two  exist."  How  far  these 
two  diseases  should  be  considered 
"  of  a  different  nature,^''  is  matter 
of  doubt. 


'  INCARCERATED  HERNIA. 

Internal  Use  of  Spirit  of  Turpen- 
tine in  these  Cases. 

The  last  number  of  the  American 
Journal  contains  a  striking  case,  by 
Dr.  Sewall,  of  the  beneficial  effect  of 
Spirit  of  Turpentine  in  Incarcerated 
Hernia.  Dr.  S.  was  led  to  this  prac- 
tice by  the  relation  of  two  cases  by 
a  friend,  in  which  it  had  appeared  to 
produce  speedy  relief.  The  patient 
was  a  stout  healthy  man,  and  was 


surprised  by  a  scrotal  hernia  whilst 
at  work.  "  I  first  attempted,"  says 
Dr.  S.,  "  a  reduction  of  the  bowel  by 
taxis,  but  as  my  exertions  were  una- 
vailing, I  bled  him  largely  and  then 
renewed  my  exertions,  but  without 
success.  I  then  gave  him  two  ounces 
of  the  spirit  of  turpentine,  and  in- 
structed my  pupils,  who  remained 
with  him,  to  repeat  the  same  dose 
every  hour  till  eight  ounces  were 
taken,  or  some  sensible  effect  pro- 
duced. Soon  after  I  left  him,  a  pro- 
fuse sweat  took  place,  and  he  fell 
into  a  tranquil  sleep.  In  about  two 
hours  the  hernial  tumor  became  soft 
and  yielding,  and  spontaneously  re- 
tired from  the  scrotum.  On  repeat- 
ing my  visit  in  the  middle  of  the  da^^ 
I  found  he  had  taken  about  six  ounces 
of  the  turpentine,  and  without  expe- 
riencing any  inconvenience  from  it. 
He  was  still  sleeping,  and  entirely 
relieved.  The  next  day  he  was  at 
work  in  the  brick-yard,  and  with  no 
other  complaint  than  that  of  a  slight 
looseness  of  the  bowels,  and  a  scald- 
ing sensation  in  the  rectum  in  passing 
his  stools.  No  strangury  was  pro- 
duced." 

SWAIm's  PANACEA. 

Mercury  discovered  in  this  ci-devant 
popular  Nostrum. 

Professor  Hare,  of  Philadelphia, 
has  discovered,  by  chemical  analysis, 
large  quantities  of  Mercury  in  Swaim's 
Panacea.  He  first  diluted  it  largely 
with  water  and  added  a  quantity  of 
yeast,  in  order  to  induce  fermenta- 
tion and  thus  get  rid  of  the  syrup, 
and  attenuate  the  subject  of  his  con- 
templated analysis.  Fermentation 
took  place,and  this  object  was  effected. 
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In  his  account  of  this  analysis  in 
Dr.  Hay's  valuable  Journal,  he  says> 

"  I  then  transferred  the  whole  of 
the  liquor,  then  much  attenuated  by 
fermentation,  and  the  matter  which 
had  subsided  from  it,  into  a  flat 
stoneware  vessel,  and  placed  it  in  my 
evaporating  oven.  From  this  situa- 
tion the  vessel  was  not  removed,  un- 
til the  contents  had  been  converted 
into  a  dry,  blackish,  porous  crust. 
Of  this  crust  the  greater  part  was 
subsequently  removed  from  the  eva- 
porating vessel,  and  being  rolled  up 
in  paper  was  placed  upon  a  shelf. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  last  sum- 
mer, I  happened  to  exajnine  the 
crust  attentively,  when  I  observed  on 
it  some  globules  of  metallic  mercury. 
On  further  examination  wiih  the  aid 
of  a  lens,  I  discovered  it  to  be  so 
replete  with  mercurial  globules,  that 
whenever  any  fresh  portions  of  the 


crust  were  opened  by  means  of  a 
knife,  more  of  them  were  observable. 
The  crust  was  subsequently  shown 
to  Dr.  Physick,  Dr.  H  .rner,  and 
other  iulelligent  friends,  and  it  has 
been  preserved  in  a  bottle.  I  should 
have  communicated  these  results  to 
the  public  sooner,  had  I  not  been  in 
hopes  to  have  repeated  the  examina- 
tion by  another  process  ;  but  not 
having  as  yet  found  it  conv<enient  to 
realize  that  intention,  and  as  you 
deem  it  of  importance  that  the  facts 
which  I  have  r^ientioued  should  be 
published,  I  send  this  statement  to 
you  for  the  American  Journal." 

The  Editor  of  the  Journal  adds, 
that  when  Swaim  first  began  the  ma- 
nufacture of  this  nostrum,  he  pur- 
chased large  quantities  of  corrosive 
sublimate  from  an  apothecary  in 
Philadelphia. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  AUGUST  18,  1829. 


PERFORATION  OP  THE  STOMACH,  of  things  Continued  for  six  hours, 

The  following  case  is  related  in  a  suddenly  the  pain  increased  to 

late  number  of  the  Glasgow  Journal.  insupportable  degree  ;  he  writhed 

—The  patient,  a  man  22  years  of  ^''^^^            f^""       minutes,  then 

age,  who  had  been  subject  to  attacks  ^^'"^^'^^        immediately  afterwards 

which  he  termed  cramp  in  the  sto-  vomited    a    dark    brown  fluid-like 

mach,  was  suddenly  seized,  while  in  "  "^^sswater.''     He    was    now  (2, 

the  house  of  an  acquaintance,  with  ^-^^0  ^'^'^^^  ^y  a   surgeon,  who 

violent  pain  in  the  region  of  that  or-  ^'^^  him,  and  prescribed  a  draught 

gan.    The  degree  of  it  was  so  vio-  valerian  and  assafoetida,  to  be  fol- 

lent  that  he  was  scarcely  able  to  ex-  ^^^^^^^  ^v  a  cathartic.    These  reme- 

press  himself,  and  he  continued  for  ^'^^  produced  no  relief ;  and  at  noon, 

some  time  to  strike  his  hands  forci-  the  cathartic  had  not  operated,  a 

bly  against  the  epigastrium.    A  glass  stimulating  enema  was  administered, 

of  whiskey  was  administered,  which  He  grew  worse,  and  at  3,  P.M.,  a 

produced  vomiting  and  afforded  mo-  P^V'sician  was  called  in.    He  was 

mentary  relief.    In  a  few  minutes  now  lying  on  his  back  with  his  thighs 

the    pain    returned.     He    suffered  ^''^^n  to  the  abdomen;  face  pale 

acutely  from  a  sense  of  tearing,  and  anxious;  breathing  quick  and 

complained  "  that  his  stomach  was  feeble;  pulse  140;  skin  cold, 

drawn  to  his  backbone."    This  state  It  appeared  that  since  the  severe 
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attack  in  the  morning,  the  pain  had 
gradually  become  diffused  over  the 
abdomen,  attended  wiih  intolerance 
of  pressure,  and  swelling.  On  the 
right  side  of  the  epigastrium,  an  ob- 
scurely defined  tumor  was  felt,  which 
fluctuated  slightly.  He  now  vomited 
incessantly  a  dark  colored  fluid,  with- 
out any  apparent  exertion  ;  it  was 
thrown  from  his  mouth  to  a  conside- 
rable distance,  in  a  stream  about  the 
size  of  a  quill,  like  water  forced  from 
a  syringe.  These  symptoms  conti- 
nued, without  much  alteration,  till  8, 
P.  M.,  when  he  expired. 

On  examination,  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  was  found  to  contain  seve- 
ral pints  of  a  dark  colored  fluid, 
which  had  a  strong  smell  of  assafoeti- 
;da.  On  grasping  the  stomach,  fluid 
•was  seen  to  issue  through  a  longitu- 
dinal opening  in  its  anterior  surface, 
between  the  greater  and  lesser  cur- 
vatures, about  three  inches  from  the 
|)ylorus.  The  perforation  readily 
.admitted  the  finger  ;  its  edges  were 
slightly  ragged,  but  without  thick- 
ness, ulceration,  or  any  other  morbid 
appearance  in  the  surrounding  tex- 
tures. There  was  no  loss  of  sub- 
stance where  the  opening  existed,  as 
its  edges  could  be  brought  together 
without  folding  or  puckering  of  the 
adjoining  pnrts. 

From  these  and  other  appearances 
of  the  p:irts,  it  seemed  evident  to  the 
physician  who  examined  them,  that 
the  opening  was  produced  by  a  rup- 
ture ;  and  highly  probable  that  this 
had  occurred  at  the  tiine  when  his 
suff(?rings  were  most  intense,  and  so 
remarkable  a  change  took  place  in 
the  sympionjs.  At  that  time  there 
must  have  occurred  a  spasmodic  con- 


traction of  the  ventricular  fibres  suf- 
ficiently powerful  to  lacerate  the  or- 
gan. But  how  could  contraction  of 
the  fibres  of  the  stomach  cause  its 
laceration,  or  produce  any  other  ef- 
fect than  that  of  diminishing  the  ex- 
tent of  its  cavity  ?  Those  muscles 
which  have  fixed  points  of  origin  and 
insertion,  may  well  be  supposed  ca- 
pable of  being  ruptured  by  distension. 
But  in  those  which,  by  their  position, 
are  made  capable  of  indefinite  ap- 
proximation, in  what  manner  is  such 
an  effect  to  be  accounted  for  ?  In 
answer  to  this,  the  author  refers  to 
the  fact,  that  in  inspecting  the  tex- 
ture of  the  stomach,  the  bands  of 
fibres  are  found  not  to  pass  com- 
pletely round  it,  and  that  in  fact  no 
individual  fibre  can  be  found  to  ex- 
tend to  more  than  one-third  of  its 
circumference.  He  suggests,  there- 
fore, the  explanation,  that  when- these 
fibres  are  affected  with  spasm,  a  lace- 
ration may  take  place  at  that  point 
where  the  two  circular  bands  unite, 
in  consequence  of  their  acting  in 
completely  opposite  directions. 

Assuming  the  facts  to  be  correctly 
stated  in  this  case,  we  must  confess 
ourselves  quite  at  a  loss  to  compre- 
hend the  above  explanation,  and 
nearly  as  much  so  how  to  suggest 
any,  more  rational  or  probable.  Part 
of  the  difficulty,  however,  which  is 
found  in  accounting  for  the  stomach 
being  ruptured  by  the  contraction  of 
its  own  fibres,  seems  to  arise  from 
supposing  that  organ  to  have  been 
wholly  or  nearly  empty.  If  we  ad- 
mit it  to  have  been  distended  by  its 
contents,  whether  solid,  fluid,  or  aeri- 
form, and  that  these  contents  could 
not  escape  by  either  of  the  natural 
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orifices,  a  powerful  spasmodic  action 
of  the  organ  might  perhaps  occasion 
a  new  one.  From  the  obstinate  cos- 
tiveness,  and  the  circumstance  of  the 
articles,  the  exhibition  of  which  pre- 
ceded the  cathartic,  being  found  to 
have  passed  through  the  rupture,  it 
seems  highly  probable  that  the  pylo- 
ric orifice,  either  from  spasm  or  some 
other  cause,  was  strongly  closed. 
The  anti-peristaltic  motion,  neces- 
sary to  the  rejection  of  these  con- 
tents by  the  cardiac  orifice,  could  not 
coexist  with  that  species  of  contrac- 
tion which  tended  to  force  them 
in  the  opposite  direction.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  stomach 
containing  several  pints  of  fluid,  and 
its  contraction  suddenly  increasing, 
its  coats  became  incapable  of  sus- 
taining the  pressure,  and  the  organ 
was  ruptured  at  that  point  on  which 
this  pressure  may  be  supposed  to 
have  acted  with  the  greatest  force. 
The  consequence  was  the  escape  of 
the  contents  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen.  The  fainting  which  is 
stated  to  have  taken  place,  seems 
far  more  likely  to  have  followed  the 
rupture  than  to  have  preceded  it ; 
since  at  all  events  the  spasms  were 
suspended  during  the  deliquium  ;  and 
there  is  no  proof  that  they  occurred 
after  it.  Why  a  new  series  of  con- 
tractions, in  an  opposite  direction, 
should  have  now  commenced,  is  not 
easy  to  say  ;  it  appears,  however, 
that  it  must  have  been  so,  for  it  is 
stated  that  the  fluid  was  constantly 
ejected  through  the  oesophagus  and 
mouth,  though  a  much  less  degree  of 
force, — almost  the  force  of  gravity 
alone, — would  have  sent  it  through 
the  rupti^red  orifice.    The  phenome- 


na, both  of  the  direct  and  the  in- 
verted actions  of  the  stomach,  arc 
involved  in  some  obscurity,  notwith- 
standing  the  lime  and  labor  which 
have  been  devoted  to  their  investiga- 
tion. It  is  at  least  clear  that  they 
cannot  coexist  ;  and  the  truth  of  this 
fact  seems  to  be  confirmed  by  the 
circumstances  of  the  present  case. 
The  symptoms,  however,  indicated 
a  far  more  violent,  permanent,  and 
general  contraction,  than  is  employ- 
ed by  the  stomach  to  convey  the 
food  to  the  duodenum.  Still  its  ge- 
neral tendency  may  have  been  the 
same  ;  and  it  is  only  by  supposing: 
this  to  have  been  the  case,  and  that 
the  contents  of  the  organ  were  pow- 
erfully propelled  toward  the  closed 
pylorus,  that  the  symptoms  seem  to- 
admit  of  a  probable  explanation. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  notice- 
the  account  of  a  case  which  occurred 
in  Sutton,  in  this  State,  the  circum- 
stances of  which  were,  in  many  res- 
pects, remarkably  similar.  The  pa- 
tient was  19  years  of  age,  and,  like 
the  one  above  mentioned,  a  weaver 
by  trade.  He  was  a  voracious  eater, 
but  temperate  in  the  use  of  spirituous 
liquors.  He  was  attacked  at  5,  P.M., 
with  violent  pain  at  the  epigastrium, 
which  caused  him  to  cry  out  "  I  am 
dying,"  and  to  throw  himself  on  the 
floor,  holding  his  bowels  with  his 
hands.  The  pain  continued  violent, 
and  though  still  principally  seated  in 
the  stomach,  extended  itself  down- 
ward toward  the  pubic  region.  An 
emetic  was  administered,  and  follow- 
ed by  warm  water,  which  vomited 
him  several  times  with  some  relief. 
The  pain  now  abated  considerably, 
and  he  fell  asleep.    A  dose  of  oU 
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ric.  was  ordered  every  three  hours 
till  operation. 

At  7,  A.M.,  no  operation  from 
oil ;  bowels  full,  but  not  tender.  R. 
Ol.  Crot.  gtt.  ij.  in  six  doses,  at  in- 
tervals of  thirty  minutes. — At  4,  P. 
M.,  no  operation  ;  bowels  fuller,  with 
some  soreness.  R.  Olei  Ric.  3  i. 
every  hour,  and  blister  to  the  abdo- 
men.— At  8,  P.  M.,  worse  :  an  ene- 
ma was  ordered,  which  came  away 
uncharged. — At  4,  A.M.,  death  oc- 
curred, thirty-eight  hours  from  the 
period  of  attack.  On  examination, 
an  aperture,  of  2i  lines  in  diameter, 
was  discovered  in  the  stomach  ante- 
riorly, about  half  an  inch  from  the 
pylorus.  No  mark  of  disease  was 
visible  around  the  opening,  which 
appeared  as  if  it  had  been  punched 
out  with  a  cutting  instrument.  The 
contents  of  the  stomach  had  escaped 
through  it. 

No  remarks  are  made  on  the  pa- 
thology of  this  case  by  the  author 
who  reports  it.  If  we  assume,  how- 
ever, that  the  rupture  was  occasioned 
by  a  spasmodic  contraction  of  the 
stomach,  and  that  it  occurred  at  the 
commencement  of  the  case,  the  vo- 
miting which  was  subsequently  caused 
by  the  emetic  substance,  seems  to 
correspond  to  that  which  took  place 
spontaneously  in  the  other  case  ;  and 
both  would  seem  to  prove  that  the 
tendency  of  the  contractile  action 
had  been  reversed,  so  as  to  force  the 
contents  of  the  stomach  toward  the 
cardiac  orifice.  A  review  of  the 
two  cases  will  be  found  to  suggest 
some  other  interesting  points  of  com- 
parison. The  particulars  of  the  last 
may  be  found  in  the  8lh  No.  of  the 
Amer.  Journ.  of  the  Med.  Sciences. 


LATIN  PRESCRIPTIONS. 

Latin  prescriptions  have  been  often 
objected  to  as  a  remnant  of  barba- 
rism, and  as  implying  a  wish  to  make 
that  appear  obscure  which  is  in  fact 
very  plain  and  intelligible.  This, 
however,  is  a  very  erroneous  notion. 
The  scientific  n;ime  of  a  drug  is,  for 
the  most  part,  the  only  one  by  which 
it  can  with  certainty  be  designated, 
and  consequently  the  only  one  which, 
in  writing  for  the  article,  can  be  em- 
ployed with  entire  safety.  In  re- 
gard, however,  to  those  plants  which 
are  well  known  and  have  popular 
titles,  there  seems  no  good  reason 
for  denying  to  a  patient  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  the  familiar  appella- 
tion of  the  article  he  is  using,  instead 
of  obliging  him  to  go  on  in  ignorance, 
or  manifesting  an  unwillingness  to 
inform  him  to  which  of  nature's  pro- 
ductions he  is  indebted  for  his  cure. 
Many  of  the  most  common  vegetable 
remedies  have  derived  some  of  their 
names  from  the  favorable  influence 
they  have  been  found  to  exercise  on 
the  system,  or  from  the  maladies 
they  were  known  to  alleviate  ;  and 
to  those  who  have  studied  attentively 
the  weaknesses  of  human  nature,  it 
will  not  appear  an  extravagant  asser- 
tion, that  with  these  simple,  but  at- 
tractive titles,  they  produced  effects 
in  former  times,  far  beyond  any  of 
which  they  are  capable  under  the 
more  formidable  appellations  which 
they  now  assume.  "  Modern  science 
may  wrap  up  the  meaning  of  its  epi- 
thets in  Greek  and  Latin  terms  ;  but 
in  many  cases  they  are  the  mere 
translations  of  these  despised  old 
vulgar  names.  What  pleasure  it 
must  have  afforded  the  poor  sufferer 
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in  body  or  in  limb  ;  what  confidence 
he  must  have  felt  for  relief,  when  he 
knew  that  the  good  neighbor  who 
came  to  bathe  his  wounds  or  assuage 
his  inward  torments,  brought  with 
him  such  things  as  allheal,  break- 
stone, bruisewort,  goutweed,  fever- 
few, and  twenty  other  such  comfort- 
able mitigations  of  his  afflictions. 
Why,  their  very  names  would  almost 
charm  away  the  sense  of  pain  !  The 
modern  recipe  contains  no  such 
terms  of  comfortable  assurance ;  its 
meanings  are  all  dark  to  the  sufferer, 
its  influence  unknown." 

It  is  not  so  certain,  then,  that  what 
we  call  a  rose  by  any  other  name 
would  smell  as  sweet.  There  is 
certainly  some  virtue  in  the  words ; 
and  if  by  translating  a  prescription 
into  plain  English,  it  can  be  rendered 
more  grateful  or  efficacious,  surely 
he  would  be  wanting,  both  in  skill 
and  in  humanity,  who  should  refuse 
to  adopt  so  simple  an  expedient. 


Iodine  in  Dropsy. — Mr.  W.  Brad- 
field,  London  Wail,  has  favored  us 
with  the  particulars  of  a  case  of 
dropsy,  from  which  it  appears,  that 
after  the  patient  had  been  repeatedly 
tapped,  and  her  legs  scarified,  with- 
out any  permanent  beneficial  result, 
be  was  induced,  from  reading  Dr. 
Gardiner's  treatise  on  iodine,  to  try 
the  effects  of  that  medicine.  He 
gave  the  patient  (Mercy  Millham) 
eight  drops  of  the  tincture,  in  a  glass 
of  cold  water,  three  times  a  day,  and 
at  the  same  time  directed  a  liniment, 
which  consisted  of  half  an  ounce  of 
the  tincture  of  iodine,  with  three 
ounces  and  a  half  of  the  compound 
soap  liniment,  to  be  rubbed  two  or 
three  times  daily  over  the  integu- 
ments of  the  legs.    "  In  two  months," 
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says  Mr.  Bradfield,  "  I  was  happy  to 
find  that  my  patient  was  able  to  re- 
sume her  domestic  employments. 
Her  abdomen  and  legs  are  restored 
to  their  natural  size,  and  she  can 
walk  upwards  of  a  mile  without 
exhaustion." 


Balsam  of  Copaiba. — The  oflfen- 
sive  qualities  of  this  medicine  have 
been  effectually  suppressed  by  a  che- 
mist of  Philadelphia,  by  a  consolida- 
tion of  the  balsam  into  a  consistence 
for  forming  pills.  It  consists  of  an 
union  of  the  oil  and  resin,  in  which 
the  whole  of  the  valuable  qualities 
of  the  copaiba  are  retained.  Two 
four-grain  pills  are  mentioned  as 
equal  in  effect  to  thirty  drops  of  the 
balsam. 


Living  Child  with  two  Heads. — 
At  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Pa- 
ris, on  the  25th  of  May,  M.  St.  Hi- 
laire  exhibited  a  drawing  of  a  female 
child  which  was  living  at  Turin  at 
the  comn)encement  of  last  March, 
and  was  then  ten  weeks  old.  The 
lower  extren>ities  only  of  the  mon- 
ster are  common  to  the  two ;  the 
upper  part  is  separated,  and  presents 
the  proper  conformation.  The  priest 
who  performed  the  christening,  see- 
ing in  this  being  two  separate  indivi- 
duals, baptised  each  of  them  ;  one 
was  called  Ritta,  the  other  Christina. 
They  (or  it)  were  born  at  Sassari  in 
Sardinia,  at  the  beginning  of  March, 
1829.  Their  common  height  is  that 
of  a  full-sized  infant.  Ritta  appears 
in  ill  health.  The  father  intends  to 
take  them  to  Milan,  and  from  thence 
to  Geneva. 


REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 

The  week  ending  August  8,  at  noon. 

Of  consumption,  2 — dropsy,  1 — fever  and 
ague,  1 — inflammation  in  the  bowels,  1 — in- 
sanity, 1 — intemperance,  1 — measles,  2 — old 
age,  2- — palsy,  1 — paralysis,  1 — unknown,  3. 
Males,  9— females,  7.    Total,  16. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEMOIR  OF  DR.  HOLYOKE. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
TER k  HEN  DEE,— A  Memoir  of 
Edward  A.  Holyoke,  M.D.  LL.D.,  pre- 
pared in  compliance  with  a  vote  of  the 
Essex  South  District  Medical  Society. 

Carter  &;  Hendee  have  just  received  the 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 
No  8,  August,  1829.— C.  &  H.  receive 
subscriptions  for  this  valuable  work,  and 
can  supply  the  numbers  from  its  com- 
mencement. Aug.  18. 

HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

MEDICAL  LECTURES. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard 
University  will  begin  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  College,  Mason-street, 
Boston,  the  third  WEDNESDAY  in  Octo- 
ber next,  the  21st,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M, 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Warrej^. 
Chemistry,  Dr.  Webster. 
Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence, 

Dr.  Channing. 
Materia  Medica,  Dr.  Bigelow. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Dr.  Jack- 
son. 

Students  attending  the  Medical  Lec- 
tures are  admitted,  without  /ce,  to  the 
Surgical  Operations  and  Clinical  Practice 
of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
during  the  courses. 

Aug.  4.       W.  CHANNING,  Dean. 
eoptOct21. 

BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTI- 
TUTION. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  LECTURES 
will  commence  on  the  first  Thurs- 
day in  September,  and  continue  fifteen 
weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  by  H.  H. 
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THE  Committee  appointed  by  the  Cor- 
poration of  Harvard  College  to  ad- 
judge the  premiums  established  by  the 
late  Ward  Nicholas  Boylston,  Esq.,  here- 
by give  notice  that  the  following  are  the 
subjects  for  Dissertations  for  the  year 
1830,  viz  :— 

1st.  Whether  fever  is  produced  by  the 
decomposition  of  animal  and  vegetable 
substances  ;  and  if  by  both,  their  compa- 
rative influence. 

2d.  On  the  connexion  between  cutane- 
ous diseases  which  are  not  contagious, 
and  the  internal  organs. 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be 
transmitted,  post-paid^  to  Thomas  Welsh, 
M.D.,  Boston,  on  or  before  the  first 
Wednesday  of  April,  1830. 

The  following  are  the  subjects  for  1831, 
viz  : — 

1st.  The  History  of  the  Autumnal  Dis- 
eases of  New  England. 

2d.  What  insects  in  the  United  States, 
and  particularly  in  the  northern  part,  are 
capable  of  inflicting  poisonous  wounds  ; 
the  phenomena  of  such  wounds,  and  the 
best  means  of  remedying  their  ill  conse- 
quences. 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be 
transmitted  as  above,  on  or  before  the 
first  Wednesday  of  April,  1831. 

The  author  of  the  best  Dissertation  on 
€ach  of  these  questions,  if  approved,  will 
be  entitled  to  a  premium  of  Fifty  Dollars, 
or  a  gold  medal  of  equal  value,  at  his 
option. 

Each  Dissertation  must  be  accompa- 
nied with  a  sealed  packet,  on  the  outside 
of  which  shall  be  written  some  device  or 
sentence,  and  on  the  inside  of  it  the  au- 
thor's name  and  place  of  residence.  The 
same  device  or  sentence  must  be  written 
on  the  Dissertation  to  which  the  packet 
is  attached. 

No  Dissertation  will  be  received  which 
has  the  author's  name  affixed.  All  un- 
successful Dissertations  will  be  deposited 
with  the  Secretary,  of  whom  they  may  be 
obtained  if  applied  for  within  a  year  after 
they  have  been  received. 

GEO.  HAY  WARD,  Secretary. 

N.  B. — Printers  of  newspapers  through- 
out the  United  States,  are  respectfully 
requested  to  give  the  above  an  insertion 
in  their  papers. 
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I. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

History  of  a  Polypous  Excrescence 
in  the  Vagina^  attended  with  un- 
usually severe  Symptoms. 

By  D.  H.  Bard,  M.D. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  1829,  I 

was  called  to  see  Mrs.  B  

Gr  ,  of  Potton,  Lower  Canada, 

aged  33,  the  mother  of  eleven  child- 
ren ;  the  youngest  of  whom  was 
six  months  old.  She  was  rather 
tall,  of  a  dark  complexion,  and 
naturally  possessed  a  good  consti- 
tution. The  history  that  she  gave 
me  of  her  case  was  this: — She  had 
generally  enjoyed  good  health  ;  her 
labors  had  been  easy,  and  she  had 
recovered  from  the  effects  of  them 
in  a  short  time,  until  the  last  (in 
August  preceding);  since  which 
she  had  not  been  well.  Upon  the 
cessation  of  the  lochial  discharge, 
an  excessive  leucorrhoea  super- 
vened, interrupted  by  occasional 
discharges  of  blood  from  the  vagi- 
na :  at  times  these  discharges  were 
so  great  as  to  bring  on  extreme 
weakness,  and  confine  the  patient 
to  her  bed  for  some  days.  There 
had  been  much  pain  in  the  region 
of  the  uterus,  of  a  dull,  heavy,  ex- 
pulsive kind  ;  and  for  a  short  time 
past,  there  had  been  an  unnatural 
degree  of  fulness  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  vagina.  Recently,  she  had 
had  an  attack  of  hemorrhage  from 
the  uterus,  and  she  was  then  unable 


to  sit  up,  in  consequence  of  the 
debility  produced  by  it.  Her 
bowels  had  been  tolerably  regular; 
appetite  moderately  good  ;  and  her 
sleep  comfortable.  She  at  this 
time  presented  the  appearance  of 
a  patient  exhausted  by  leuco-phleg- 
matic  discharges,  and  her  digestive 
organs  were  evidently  somewhat 
deranged  :  her  face  was  pale  ;  she 
had  a  gnawing,  faint  distress  at  the 
stomach  ;  her  tongue  was  pale  and 
glabrous  ;  pulse  feeble,  but  not  un- 
usually frequent  ;  appetite  indiffer- 
ent, and  bowels  rather  slow.  She 
had  pain  in  the  back  and  loins,  and 
a  dull  uneasy  sensation  in  the 
pelvis. 

On  making  an  examination  per 
vaginam,  I  found  a  polypous  con- 
cretion attached  to  the  upper  and 
anterior  portion  of  the  vagina,  a 
little  inclined  to  the  right  side. 
Its  attachment  commenced  at  that 
portion  of  the  vaginal  cord  which 
is  reflected  over  the  neck  of  the 
uterus,  and  extended  downward 
about  halfway  to  the  meatus  urina- 
rius  ;  its  neck  was  short  and  thick, 
and  its  body  flattish,  projecting 
about  a  finger's  breadth  beyond  the 
neck  on  all  sides  round  ;  it  had  a 
soft  granulous  feel,  resembling  a 
placenta  enveloped  in  its  mem- 
branes, from  which  it  would  have 
been  difficult  for  the  touch  to  have 
distinguished  it,  though  it  was  ra- 
ther firmer  than  a  healthy  placenta; 
blood  oozed  out  of  it  on  handling. 
The  patient  thought  (here  was  an 
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obscure  sense  of  feeling  in  it  when 
touched  ;  but  it  was  difficult  to 
tell  whether  this  sensation  was  in 
the  excrescence  itself,  or  was 
communicated  by  percussion  to  the 
part  from  which  it  took  its  origin, 
or  those  with  which  it  came  in 
contact.  The  os  uteri  was  in  its 
usual  place,  its  edges  thickened, 
inflamed,  and  hard.  The  uterus 
was  in  situ  naturale,  and  was  dis- 
tinctly felt  between  the  fingers  of 
one  hand  in  the  vagina,  and  the 
other  on  the  abdomen.  I  should 
think  it  was  not  enlarged. 

I  informed  the  patient  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  ;  that  the  founda- 
tion of  her  difficulties  was  the  dis- 
eased structure  in  the  vagina,  and 
that  no  plan  of  general  treatment 
would  be  successful  until  that  was 
removed  ;  that  it  was  possible 
something  might  be  done  by  astrin- 
gent and  stimulating  applications 
to  the  part,  but  that  the  ligature 
afforded  the  most  probable  chance 
of  success.  The  former  mode, 
being  most  congenial  to  the  patient's 
feelings  and  those  of  her  friends, 
as  well  as  my  own  present  views 
of  the  case,  was  adopted.  Injec- 
tions of  an  astringent  and  stimulat- 
ing nature,  as  sulphate  of  zinc, 
acetate  of  lead,  sanguinaria  cana- 
densis, &c.,  were  directed  to  be 
thrown  into  the  vagina,  and  such 
general  and  constitutional  means 
as  appeared  to  be  indicated  were 
resorted  to. 

At  the  end  of  four  weeks  there 
had  been  no  hemorrhage,  and  the 
patient's  strength  was  improved  : 
she  could  walk  a  few  steps,  had  a 
good  appetite,  slept  well,  and  her 
bowels  were  regular;  but  it  was  evi- 
dent the  constitution  was  laboring 
under  a  heavy  burden,  or  that  it 
had  been  too  largely  drawn  upon, 
readily  to  regain  its  former  health 
and  firmness.    The  surface  was 


pale  ;  the  tongue  pale,  smooth,  and 
shining  ;  there  was  debility  of  the 
digestive  organs,  and  every  function 
seemed  suffering  from  want  of  en- 
ergy and  freedom  of  action.  There 
w^as  a  dull,  heavy,  uneasy  sensa- 
tion in  the  pelvis,  and  a  constant 
discharge  of  a  whitish  foetid  fluid 
from  the  vagina.  The  polypus  had 
increased  in  size,  so  as  now  to  dis- 
tend the  vagina  some  ;  the  diame- 
ter of  the  neck  increasing  in  the 
same  proportion  as  the  body.  I 
now,  as  I  had  before  done,  urged 
the  removal  of  the  polypus  by  liga- 
ture. To  this  the  patient's  friends 
were  opposed,  and  she  would  not 
submit.  I  was  therefore  forced  to 
abandon  the  object. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  I  was  called 
in  haste  to  visit  her,  the  messenger 
informing  me  that  it  was  doubtful 
whether  she  lived  till  I  arrived. 
On  reaching  the  patient's  house,  I 
learned  that  for  four  or  five  days 
past  she  had  had  more  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  uterus  ;  some  sangui- 
neous discharge  from  the  vagina  ; 
her  appetite  had  failed  ;  she  had  a 
slight  diarrhoea,  and  her  strength 
had  departed  rapidly.  This  morn- 
ing the  uterine  pain,  attended  with 
a  strong  expulsive  effort  like  that 
of  labor,  became  severe ;  large 
coagula  of  blood  soon  appeared, 
which  the  patient  removed  from 
the  vagina  with  her  hands  ;  and 
these  were  soon  followed  by  pro- 
fuse hemorrhage,  which  continued 
without  intermission  until  the  pa- 
tient, exhausted  and  bloodless,  fell 
into  deep  faintings  and  was  supposed 
to  be  dying.  Cold  had  been  ap- 
plied to  the  abdomen  and  genitals, 
and  astringents  had  been  given  in- 
ternally. When  I  saw  her,  the 
hemorrhage  had  ceased  ;  her  pulse 
were  just  perceptible  at  the  wrist; 
voice  sunk  to  a  whisper  ;  face  and 
lips  bleached  ;  extremities  cold  ; 
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very  faint,  but  quiet. — Tr.  Opii 
et  01.  Cinnamom.  were  given  in 
suitable  quantities,  and  beef-tea 
with  bread,  directed  for  food.  She 
passed  a  tolerably  comfortable 
night,  and  began  immediately  to 
improve,  and  continued  to  do  so 
until  April  9th,  when  she  had  ano- 
ther similar  attack  of  flooding, 
which  was  again  ^topped  by  deep 
fainting. 

On  the  10th,  I  made  an  exami- 
nation per  vaginam.  The  excres- 
cence had  increased  in  size  rapidly 
since  the  last  examination.  The 
longitudinal  diameter  of  its  neck 
was  much  increased,  extending 
from  within  one  half  or  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch  of  the  orifice  of 
the  urethra,  up  the  vagina  as  far 
as  the  examination  could  be  con- 
tinued,— probably  to  the  point 
where  it  was  found  attached  on  the 
first  examination.  The  transverse 
diameter  was  equal  to  one-fourth 
the  circumference  of  the  vagina, 
and  its  body  occupied  nearly  the 
whole  recto-vaginal  cavity,  press- 
ing the  rectum  backward,  and 
resting  on  the  perineum.  The 
body  of  the  polypus  was  divided  by 
deep  fissures  into  distinct  lobes ; — 
whether  these  fissures  extended  to 
its  base,  was  not  ascertained.  The 
texture  was  nearly  the  same  as  it 
was  when  first  examined,  though 
the  granulated  feel  was  not  so  evi- 
dent. I  now  requested  a  consulta- 
tion, and  Dr.  S.  S.  Butter,  of  East 
Berkshire,  was  called. 

April  nth. — Saw  her  with  Dr. 
Butter.  She  appeared  rather  im- 
proved ;  strength  gaining  ;  appetite 
good  ;  bowels  free.  There  has 
been  no  hemorrhage  since  the  9th  ; 
but  the  discharge  mentioned  before 
still  continues  in  great  quantities. 
There  are  wandering  pains  in  the 
head,  back,  limbs,  abdomen,  etc.  : 
the  emaciation  is  not  great,  but  the 


muscles  are  flabby  and  the  skin 
pale  ;  pulse  about  100  ;  tongue  the 
same  as  it  ever  has  been,  smooth, 
pale,  and  shining.  The  case  pre- 
sented the  aspect  of  utter  hopeless- 
ness. Still  it  was  thought  best  not 
to  look  idly  on  ;  and  after  an  atten- 
tive consideration  of  it  in  all  its 
bearings,  we  came  to  the  following 
conclusions  : — That,  unless  this 
diseased  structure  can  be  removed, 
the  patient  cannot  long  survive 
that,  although  all  operations  of  this 
kind  are  attended  with  more  or  less 
danger,  yet  in  this  case  there  is  lit- 
tle to  be  apprehended  ;  and  that 
the  enclosure  of  the  polypus  in  a 
ligature  may,  by  preventing  hemor- 
rhage, prolong  (if  it  does  no  more) 
the  patient's  life; — that,  if  no  more 
than  half  can  be  enclosed  in  a  liga- 
ture, the  removal  of  this  portion 
may  destroy  the  organic  life  of  the 
remainder,  and  it  may  be  removed 
spontaneously,  or  it  can  be  removed 
by  another  operation. — Our  opinion 
being  communicated  to  the  patient 
and  her  friends,  they  acquiesced. 

12th. — Had  a  bad  night  ;  some 
slight  hemorrhage  ;  pain  and  sense 
of  heat  in  the  pelvis,  back,  and 
loins  ;  pulse  small  and  quick;  much 
exhausted  and  restless.  After  a 
large  dose  of  Tr.  Opii  had  been 
given,  the  patient  was  laid  upon 
the  edge  of  a  firm  seat,  her  head 
and  shoulders  being  raised  and  sup- 
ported by  an  assistant,  and  her  legs 
flexed  and  separated  as  far  as  con- 
venient. As  the  tumor  filled  the 
vagina,  it  was  necessary  to  dilate 
the  external  parts  somewhat  ; — 
this  being  done,  a  canula,  contain- 
ing a  firm  waxed  linen  ligature, 
was  introduced  into  the  posterior 
part  of  the  vagina,  between  the 
polypus  and  the  rectum,  and  re- 
tained there.  The  bow  of  the  li- 
gature, wdiich  Was  left  large,  was 
then  thrown  over  the  anterior  and 


436 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


inferior  portions  of  the  tumor,  and 
pushed  upon  all  sides  round,  until 
it  passed  over  its  projecting  edge, 
as  far  up  as  it  could  be  reached. 
The  ligature  then  passed  over  the 
body  of  the  polypus  to  the  point 
of  the  canula,  and  being  properly 
adjusted,  was  gradually  tightened. 
Near  the  pubis,  where  it  is  men- 
tioned the  neck  of  the  tumor  ap- 
proaches near  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra,  when  the  ligature  was 
tightened,  that  portion  of  the  va- 
gina which  gave  origin  to  this 
part  was  put  upon  the  stretch, 
and  the  patient  complained  of 
some  pain  and  tightness  across  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen; — this, 
however,  soon  subsided,  and  she 
was  put  into  bed  more  comforta- 
ble than  was  anticipated.  A 
cloth  wet  with  diluted  alcohol  was 
applied  to  the  genitals,  and  she 
was  directed  to  take  a  little  wine 
through  the  afternoon. 

13th. — Morning.  Rested  very 
well  last  night :  more  strength  to- 
day; no  pain  or  soreness  about  the 
genitals.  She  was  now  ordered 
to  take  bark  and  wine,  in  such 
quantities  as  the  stomach  would 
bear,  to  use  a  nutritious  diet,  and 
keep  the  bowels  free.  The  liga- 
ture was  tightened  a  very  little 
to-day  without  inconvenience. 

For  the  three  first  days  she 
appeared  to  be  improving ;  her 
strength  and  appetite  were  bet- 
ter, and  she  suffered  no  inconve- 
nience from  the  ligature,  though 
it  occasioned  pain  if  much  force 
was  used  in  tightening  it.  During 
this  time,  I  found  that  when  the 
force  was  so  applied  to  the  liga- 
ture that  it  acted  on  the  posterior 
part  of  the  polypus  only,  it  gave 
no  uneasiness,  even  when  I  exert- 
ed all  the  force  I  thought  prudent. 
But  when  it  was  so  applied  as  to 
act  equally  on  each  part  of  the 


circumference  of  that  portion  of 
the  excrescence  included  in  it, 
she  complained  of  pain  like  that 
mentioned  when  the  ligature  was 
first  applied,  although  the  degree 
of  force  exerted  was  small.  To 
this,  and  the  bulk  of  the  tumor, 
was  probably  owing  the  tardy 
progress  made  by  the  ligature, 
and  the  length  of  time  it  occupied 
in  effecting  its  object. 

On  the  evening  of  the  15th, 
from  the  ligature  having  been  too 
tightly  drawn  that  day,  there 
came  on  pain  in  the  lower  belly, 
back,  loins,  and  shooting  down  the 
thigh,  headach,  and  some  preter- 
natural heat.  These  symptoms 
were  soon  removed  by  loosening 
the  ligature,  applying  cold  to  the 
abdomen  and  genitals,  and  opening 
the  bowels  ;  and  though  she  did 
not  appear  so  well  as  during  the 
first  three  days,  yet  she  was  com- 
fortable on  the  17th,  and  continu- 
ed so  until  the  21st,  when  the 
ligature  came  away,  and  with  it 
about  one  half  the  polypus. 

On  examining  the  vagina,  I  found 
the  lower  portion  of  it  free,  the 
upper  part  filled  with  the  remain- 
ing portion  of  the  polypus,  which 
felt  lax  and  softer,  and  seemed  to 
have  lost  its  vital  forces.  That 
portion  of  the  vaginal  coat  from 
which  the  excrescence  had  been 
removed,  was  thickened,  irregu- 
lar, and  a  little  tender.  She  did 
not  complain  of  soreness  anywhere 
else.  The  patient  was  encou- 
raged, and  appeared  rather  im- 
proved ;  it  was  evident,  however, 
that  recovery  would  not  take 
place.  The  whole  surface  was 
deadly  pale;  her  eyes  were  heavy 
and  sunken  ;  tongue  pale  and 
smooth ;  abdomen  rather  full  ; 
bowels  slow  ;  nutrition  imperfect; 
and  occasional  wandering  pains  in 
different  parts. 
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A  course  of  treatment  having 
for  its  object  the  restoration  of 
the  digestive  functions,  and  re- 
cruiting the  strength  and  energy 
of  the  whole  system,  was  institut- 
ed. A  weak  solution  of  soap  to 
be  injected  into  the  vagina  while 
any  soreness  remains,  and  then  an 
infusion  of  Sanguinaria  Canadensis, 
of  such  strength  as  the  parts  will 
bear. 

After  this  time  she  failed  gra- 
dually :  the  discharges  from  the 
vagina  were  larger  in  quantity,  of 
a  light  whey  color,  occasionally 
intermixed  with  grumous  blood, 
and  so  foetid  that  the  atmosphere 
of  the  patient's  house  was  hardly 
tolerable.  The  polypous  concre- 
tion diminished  in  size  gradually  : 
on  the  10th  of  June,  when  the  last 
examination  was  made,  it  was  not 
one-fourth  as  large  as  when  the 
ligature  was  removed,  and  the 
bulk  of  what  remained  was  rapid- 
ly lessening.  At  the  same  time 
her  strength  was  failing,  though 
indeed  she  had  not  much  to  lose  : 
the  deranged  state  of  the  diges- 
tive organs  was  increasing,  and 
the  fugitive  pains  before  mention- 
ed grew  more  distressing  and  ex- 
hausted her  much.  I  made  a 
note  on  the  19th  of  May,  which 
states  that  she  is  very  feeble;  has 
vomited  several  times  a  day  for 
a  week  past  ;  a  two-grain  pill, 
composed  of  equal  parts  calomel 
and  soap,  that  she  has  taken  daily 
for  a  few  days  past,  has  purged 
her  much  ;  there  is  a  little  taste 
in  the  mouth;  no  appetite;  "  trem- 
bling," as  she  expresses  it,  "  at 
the  stomach  ;"  skin  hot,  but  pal- 
lid ;  acute,  and  almost  intolerable 
pain,  generally  about  the  abdo- 
men, sometimes  in  the  chest,  and 
at  others  in  the  limbs  :  this  pain 
is  not  constant,  and  after  one  or- 
gan has  suffered  a  few  hours,  it 


will  remit  and  soon  appear  again 
in  another  place.  Every  day,  for 
some  days  past,  she  has  had  a  pa- 
roxysm of  fever  ; — pulse  small 
and  frequent ;  tongue  the  same  as 
it  ever  has  been  ;  emaciation 
great.  An  emetic  of  ipecacuanha 
relieved  the  vomiting,  and  the 
heat  for  a  time  was  less  ;  but  she 
had  occasional  and  distressing  pa- 
roxysms of  heat  as  long  as  she 
lived,  and  a  diarrhoea  came  on 
which  resisted  all  treatment. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  she  was 
suddenly  seized  with  severe  pain 
in,  and  great  swelling  of,  the  right 
inferior  extremity,  from  the  toes 
to  the  labium  pudendi.  I  saw 
her  soon  after  the  pain  and  swell- 
ing commenced.  The  pulse, 
tongue,  and  skin,  were  the  same 
as  they  had  been  ;  no  pain  in  any 
other  part,  except  the  swelled 
limb,  which  was  more  than  twice 
its  natural  size,  pale,  glabrous, 
(Edematous,  and  cool  ;  the  pain 
was  excessively  sharp:  there  was 
no  discoloration,  nor  any  irregular 
hardness  whatever,  but  the  limb 
presented  a  perfectly  smooth  and 
equal  surface.  The  swelling  of 
this  leg  was  sudden  ; — according 
to  the  nurse's  account,  it  was  not 
an  hour  from  the  time  it  com- 
menced before  it  had  reached  its 
extent  ; — it  should  be  remarked, 
however,  that  there  had  been  a 
bloated  (edematous  state  of  the 
feet  and  ankles  for  a  long  time. 

Blisters  applied  to  the  points 
about  which  the  pain  centred,  and 
frictions  with  anodyne  and  cam- 
phorated oil,  relieved  the  pain  in 
the  leg,  or  rendered  it  from  time 
to  time  tolerable  ;  but  the  swell- 
ing never  subsided. 

In  this  condition, — wasted  by  a 
constant  and  uncontrollable  diar- 
rhoea ;  racked  with  pain  that  no- 
thing would  but  for  a  short  time 
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assuage;  destitute  almost  entirely 
of  muscular  strength  ;  parched,  a 
great  part  of  the  time,  with  un- 
quenchable thirst,  and  tormented 
with  an  excessive  heat  of  surface, 
which  came  on  in  irregular  parox- 
ysms ;  without  appetite,  and  tak- 
ing but  very  little  food,  a  little 
wine,  and  an  occasional  dose  of 
opium, — life  lingered  on,  in  a 
mere  breathing  skeleton,  till  the 
9th  of  July. 

An  examination  post-mortem 
could  not  be  obtained. 

Query, — did  the  local  disease, 
in  this  case,  exert  any  specific  ef- 
fect upon  the  constitution? — if  so, 
what  was  its  nature  ? 

JVorlh  Troy,  Vt.,  August,  1829. 


II. 

CRAMP  OF  THE  STOMACH. 

The  following  summary  of  a  paper 
in  the  Glasgow  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  is  extracted  from  the  Medi- 
cal Gazette.  The  observations  were 
original  with  John  Macfarlane,  M.D., 
of  the  former  city,  and  since  they  are 
the  result  of  his  experience,  may  en- 
lighten the  views  and  serve,  perhaps, 
to  direct  the  practice  of  others. 

Spasm  of  the  stomach,  although 
often  sudden  in  its  attack,  urgent 
in  its  symptoms,  and  alarming  in 
its  appearance,  has  been  either 
altogether  overlooked  by  the  ma- 
jority of  authors,  or  noticed  only 
in  the  most  cursory  manner,  as 
an  occasional  attendant  on  dys- 
pepsia. It  is,  however,  an  im- 
portant, frequently-occurring,  dan- 
gerous, and  sometimes  fatal  varie- 
ty of  stomachic  disease.  Its 
symptoms  are  in  general  well- 
marked  and  diagnostic.  The 
treatment  requires  to  be  prompt, 
powerful,  and  peculiar  ;  and  al- 


though in  several  cases  it  may  be 
connected  with  a  previously  exist- 
ing derangement  in  the  functions 
of  the  affected  organ,  yet  in  oth- 
ers, and  these  by  no  means  rare, 
it  originates  suddenly  from  distant 
irritation,  or  without  any  previous 
morbid  indication. 

When  spasm  affects  the  sto- 
mach there  is  the  most  acute 
pain,  with  a  feeling  of  rigid  con- 
traction, violent  twisting  or  tear- 
ing in  the  epigastrium,  soon  fol- 
lowed by  painful  and  interrupted 
breathing,  difficult  articulation, 
pallid  countenance,  small,  hur- 
ried, and  contracted  pulse,  and 
occasionally  with  coldness  of  the 
extremities  and  rigid  contraction 
of  the  recti  abdouiinis  and  gas- 
trocnemii  muscles. 

In  severe  forms  of  the  disease, 
the  patient  usually  complains  of  a 
sensation  of  rigid  contraction  or 
drawing  together  in  the  epigastric 
region,  occasioned  by  the  inordi- 
nate contraction  of  the  muscular 
coat  of  the  stomach,  and  occasion- 
ally producing  a  hard  circum- 
scribed tumor  perceptible  to 
touch.  When,  however,  the  ab- 
dominal muscles  participate  in  the 
spasm,  the  tension  and  inequality 
of  surface  produced  by  the  morbid 
contraction  of  the  recti  abdominis, 
effectually  prevent  the  discovery 
of  this  tumor.  The  diaphragm, 
it  is  presumed,  very  soon  sympa- 
thizes with  this  state  of  the  sto- 
mach, and  becomes  also  spasmo- 
dically affected,  as  the  short,  in- 
terrupted, and  highly-distressed 
respiration,  and  the  difficult  arti- 
culation, evidently  show.  Indeed, 
every  person  who  has  seen  a  vio- 
lent attack  of  this  complaint,  must 
have  observed  the  change  in  the 
respiration  which  takes  place  at 
the  height  of  the  paroxysm  ;  the 
difficulty,  and  often  the  impossibili- 
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ty,  of  performing  inspiration  and  ex- 
piration even  in  an  obstructed  man- 
ner, and  the  half-suppressed  cries 
or  moans  which  the  patient  utters, 
apparently  occasioned  by  the  ri- 
gidly contracted  diaphragm,  re- 
maining as  an  almost  immoveable 
partition  between  the  thorax  and 
abdomen.  If  the  hand  is  applied 
either  to  the  thorax  or  epigastri- 
um, we  can  seldom  discover  the 
alternate  elevations  and  depres- 
sions of  these  parts  indicative  of 
a  natural  state  of  breathing. 

With  respect  to  the  causes  of 
the  disease,  the  author  has  seen 
several  instances  where  it  was 
produced  by  great  mental  anxie- 
ty. In  some  cases,  where  a 
strong  disgust  or  antipathy  exists 
to  certain  dietetic  articles,  any 
attempt  to  eat  them,  or  even 
simply  naming  them  to  the  patient, 
has  been  followed  by  severe  spas- 
modic affections  of  the  stomach. 
But  the  cases  are,  however,  far 
more  numerous  in  which  the  dis- 
ease is  produced,  not  through  the 
influence  of  the  imagination,  but 
from  the  introduction  into  the  sto- 
mach of  some  substance,  which, 
from  peculiar  idiosyncrasy,  acts 
on  this  organ  as  a  morbid  irritant. 
In  addition  to  these  exciting  causes 
may  be  ranked,  sudden  exposure 
to  cold,  drinking  cold  liquids  while 
the  body  is  heated,  coldness  of 
the  lower  extremities,  intemper- 
ance, &c. 

Females  are  more  subject  to 
this  disease  than  males,  in  the 
proportion  of  2^  to  1.  Accord- 
ingly, of  36  cases  which  I  have 
seen,  26  occurred  in  females  and 
10  in  males  ;  and  in  12  of  these, 
no  affection  of  the  stomach,  or 
other  predisposing  cause,  could 
be  discovered. — Irritation  in  the 
uterus  is  also  said  to  be  a  frequent 
cause  of  spasm  of  the  stomach. 


Cullen  says,  that  '  the  ordinary 
flow  of  the  menstrual  discharge 
retarded,  or  totally  suppressed, 
affects  the  stomach,  and  disposes 
it  to  be  affected  more  readily 
with  spasm.'  " 

When  long  continued,  spasm  of 
the  stomach  is  apt  to  induce  in- 
flammation of  this  organ.  The 
occurrence  of  violent  hasmateme- 
sis  during  a  paroxysm  of  spasm  of 
the  stomach,  probably  occasioned 
by  a  partial  laceration  of  the  in- 
ternal coat  of  that  viscus,  is  illus- 
trated by  a  case, — in  which  the 
patient  recovered. 

An  interesting  case  is  related 
where  death  took  place  in  little 
more  than  an  hour  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  spasm,  and 
where,  although  the  body  was  not 
allowed  to  be  examined,  the  au- 
thor thinks  the  fatal  event  was 
produced  by  laceration  of  the  sto- 
mach from  the  violence  of  the 
spasms. 

In  another  instance,  where  the 
symptoms  were  well  marked,  and 
the  history  of  which  is  given,  a 
lacerated  opening  was  found  in 
the  stomach  on  dissection,  with' 
out  the  slightest  vestige  of  organ- 
ic disease,  of  gangrene,  erosion, 
or  ulceration. 

The  disease  may  prove  fatal 
without  inducing  any  lesion  of  the 
stomach,  and  an  instance  of  this 
kind  is  detailed,  where,  on  dissec- 
tion, the  only  morbid  appearance 
that  could  be  discovered  by  the 
most  accurate  investigation,  was 
general  softening  of  the  cerebel- 
lum, with  vascular  turgescence 
in  the  base  of  the  brain. 

In  the  treatment  of  spasm  of 
the  stomach,  where  we  find  it 
occurring  in  individuals  whose 
general  health  has  been  impaired 
by  confinement  or  sedentary  em- 
ployments, or  who  have  suff'ered 
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from  anxiety,  fatigue,  or  exhaust- 
ion, and  who  are  free  from  sto- 
machic ailments,  the  author  has 
found  the  paroxysms  frequently 
subdued  by  a  drachm  of  sulphuric 
aether  with  50  drops  of  laudanum, 
its  good  effects  being  sometimes 
instantaneous  ;  while  in  other 
cases  the  dose  required  to  be 
repeated  two,  three,  or  even  four 
times,  before  relaxation  of  the 
spasm  was  effected.  In  a  few 
other  cases  the  same  decisive 
results  were  obtained,  although 
the  medicine  was  speedily  reject- 
ed by  vomiting.  "  On  one  occa- 
sion, (says  the  author,)  when  I 
was  about  to  operate  on  a  woman 
for  strangulated  hernia,  the  hus- 
band, a  stout  robust  man,  on  ac- 
count of  anxiety  for  his  wife,  was 
suddenly  seized  with  nausea  and 
slight  vomiting,  followed  by  ex- 
cruciating pain  in  the  region  of 
the  stomach,  and  the  other  symp- 
toms of  violent  spasm.  A  bladder 
containing  pounded  ice,  which  had 
been  applied  to  the  hernia,  was 
laid  over  the  epigastrium,  and 
with  the  happiest  effects,  for  in 
less  than  five  minutes  the  pain 
was  removed.  This  application 
is  much  recommended  by  M. 
Barras  in  neuralgia  of  the  sto- 
mach ;  but  I  have  had  no  other 
opportunity  of  trying  its  efficacy." 
When  the  attack  is  produced  by 
the  introduction  into  the  stomach 
of  some  morbid  irritant,  the 
speediest  relief  will  be  obtained 
by  the  exhibition  of  an  emetic. 

I  have  in  two  cases  seen  the 
most  marked  advantage  from  ve- 
nesection ;  and  that  when,  from 
the  aspect  of  the  patients,  the 
cold  clammy  state  of  the  skin, 
and  the  feebleness  of  the  pulse, 
the  reverse  of  this  treatment 
seemed  to  be  indicated." 

When  the  recurrence  of  this 


disease  is  connected  with  func- 
tional derangement  of  the  sto- 
mach, much  benefit  is  found  from 
small  doses  of  quinine, but  especial- 
ly from  the  use  of  the  subnitrate 
of  bismuth.  When  the  attack  is 
excited  by  depraved  intestinal  se- 
cretions, or  by  constipation,  which 
frequently  happens,  more  benefit 
is  to  be  derived  from  mild  laxa- 
tives and  alteratives,  than  from 
strong  or  drastic  purges.  The 
diet  should,  of  course,  be  strictly 
attended  to,  and  such  articles  se- 
lected as  are  light  and  of  easy  di- 
gestion ;  for  when  the  stomach  is 
much  stimulated,  either  by  the 
quantity  or  quality  of  the  food, 
spasmodic  excitement,  more  or 
less  powerful,  is  not  unfrequently 
produced. 


III. 

TARTAR  ON  THE  TEETH. 

Many  hypotheses  have  been  pub- 
lished respecting  the  nature  and 
source  of  the  earthy  material 
which  accumulates  on  the  teeth, 
termed  tartar. 

Professor  Berzelius,  in  a  work 
on  animal  chemistry,  says,  when 
it  first  settles  on  the  teeth  it  is 
mere  hardened  mucus,  and  that 
during  its  decomposition,  phos- 
phate of  lime  is  produced,  which 
adheres  firmly  to  the  enamel. 
M.  Serres  says  that  it  is  secreted 
by  minute  distinct  glands,  and  not 
a  deposit  from  the  saliva.  Pro- 
fessor Hertz,  in  his  popular  trea- 
tise, considers  it  a  consolidated 
morbid  secretion  of  relaxed  or 
irritated  gums  ;  and  many  dentists 
attribute  it  to  decomposition  of 
animal  and  vegetable  food  lodged 
between  the  teeth.  Mr.  La 
Beaume  has  lately  ascertained, 
by  microscopical  examination,  that 
this  collection  is  produced  in  the 
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same  manner  as  coral,  by  animal- 
culae  resembling  the  medreposa 
oculata.  By  means  of  a  solar  mi- 
croscope of  strong  magnifying 
power,  we  have  seen  them  in  a 
very  lively  state  ;  and,  from  the 
cellular  organization  of  the  tartar, 
we  have  no  doubt  of  the  correct- 
ness of  Mr.  La  Beaume's  theory. 
The  same  has  been  observed  by 
Mr.  Cooper,  a  scientific  chemist 
and  geologist  of  London.  Mr.  La 
Beaume  is  decidedly  of  opinion 
that,  after  the  tartar,  which,  like 
coral,  is  a  mere  nidus,  adheres 
firmly  to  the  teeth,  the  animalcu- 
lae  burrow  into  the  teeth,  and,  by 
insinuating  themselves  between 
the  teeth  and  gum,  occasion  dis- 
ease in  both  ;  but  the  secretion 
from  them  is  often  so  offensive  as 
to  contaminate  the  breath.  Mr. 
La  Beaume  has  made  numerous 
experiments  with  diflferent  mine- 
ral, vegetable,  and  animal  acid, 
and  with  alcohol,  to  ascertain 
their  effects  on  the  animalculae 
and  on  their  habitation,  and  it  is  a 
curious  fact,  that  of  all  the  arti- 
cles he  has  employed,  the  true 
vinegar  acid,  (not  the  pyroligne- 
ous  acid,  which  is  now  generally 
sold  for  it,)  almost  instantaneously 
killed  the  animalculae,  and  acted 
powerfully  in  decomposing  the 
concretions,  so  that  they  were 
easily  removed  by  a  brush.  The 
more  powerful  acids,  in  the  same 
state  of  dilution,  and  alcohol, 
seeme4  to  have  little  effect  oti 
the  animalculae.  In  order  to  de- 
stroy the  animalculae  and  their 
eggs,  and  to  decompose  the  pro- 
duction which  protects  them,  Mr. 
La  Beaume  recommends  the 
teeth  to  be  brushed  exery  morn- 
ing with  the  vineo-ar  acid,  (acidum 
aceticum  verum,)  diluted  with 
rose  water,  and  immediately  af- 
terwards to  make  use  of  the  levi- 
gated areca  nut  charcoal,  as  re- 


commended by  Professor  Hertz, 
in  his  popular  Treatise  on  the 
Management  of  the  Teeth. 

The  use  of  the  diluted  acetic 
acid  every  morning  will,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  entirely  re-^ 
move  the  tartar,  and  the  regular 
employment  of  the  areca  charcoal 
and  tincture  of  rhatany  every,  or 
every  other,  morning,  will  effec- 
tually prevent  the  generation  of 
the  animalculae. 


IV. 

INFIDELITY  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PRO- 
FESSION, 

Being  Part  of  Dr.  Men's  M- 
dress  occasioned  by  the  Death  of 
Dr.  Smith. 

You  may  be  aware,  that  the 
charge  of  utter  regardlessness  of 
religion,  and  even  of  undisguised 
infidelity,  is  often  brought  against 
the  medical  profession.  But  it 
may  be  well  doubted,  whether 
physicians  are  peculiarly  obnox- 
ious to  the  disreputable  charge.. 
There  have  questionless  been 
many  infidel  physicians;  but  there 
have  been  infidels,  also,  in  other 
professions,  and  among  other  class- 
es of  men. 

If,  among  our  eminent  physi- 
cians, there  have  been  some  un- 
believers, there  have  also  been 
conspicuous  Christians  ;  such 
were,  in  foreign  countries,  Syden- 
ham, BoERHAAVE,  and  Haller. 
Need  I  speak  of  Ramsay,  of  South 
Carolina,  the  American  historian, 
who  was  for  many  years  a  worthy 
member  of  a  Congregational 
church,  and  who,  although  he  fell 
by  the  hand  of  a  maniac-assassin, 
yet  died  in  the  utmost  tranquillity 
and  serenity,  relying  on  the  mercy 
of  God  through  the  blood  of  the 
Redeemer  ? — ^Need  1  speak  of 
Redman,  of  Philadelphia,  eminent 
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for  piety,  and  a  faithful  elder  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  ?  Much 
of  his  time  at  home  was  spent  in 
reading  pious  books,  and  in  the  of- 
fices of  devotion.  Of  death,  and 
of  the  scenes  which  await  the 
soul  in  the  world  of  spirits,  he 
was  accustomed  to  converse  with 
the  utmost  cheerfulness. — Need 
I  speak  of  Ridgely,  of  Delaware, 
a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church, 
who  was  particularly  attentive  to 
the  moral  and  religious  education 
of  his  children,  regarding  merely 
intellectual  culture,  without  the 
discipline  of  the  passions  and  of 
the  heart,  without  efforts  to  bring 
the  youthful  mind  under  the  influ- 
ence of  virtue  and  piety,  as  only 
giving  wings  to  the  pestilence,  or 
as  putting  power  into  hands  which 
would  employ  it  for  purposes  of 
evil.  Hence  it  was,  that  he  ear- 
nestly recommended  to  his  child- 
ren, and  to  all  around  him,  the 
diligent  study  of  the  word  of  God. 
— Need  I  speak  of  the  illustrious 
Rush,  who  deemed  riches  and 
fame  as  incomparably  less  valua- 
ble than  the  religious  principles 
which  he  received  from  his  pa- 
rents, and  who  was  accustomed, 
at  the  close  of  every  day,  to  read 
in  his  family  a  chapter  of  the  Bi- 
ble, and  then  to  address  God  in 
prayer  ? — Need  I  speak  of  Mon- 


soN,  the  head  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  Connecticut,  religious  in 
youth  and  religious  in  old  age,  who 
could  be  the  spiritual  teacher  of 
his  sinking  patient,  and  was  accus- 
tomed, at  his  bedside,  to  com- 
mend his  departing  soul  to  the 
mercy  of  God,  and  who  himself 
died  in  the  triumphs  of  Christian 
hope  ? — Need  I  speak  of  Bowen, 
of  Providence,  who  himself  suf- 
fered for  years  an  agonizing  dis- 
ease, but  who  found  in  the  sublime 
doctrines  and  gracious  promises 
of  the  gospel,  the  support  and  con- 
solation which  the  sufferer  can 
derive  from  no  other  source  ;  and 
who  passed  through  the  fiery  fur- 
nace to  come  out,  as  his  friends 
are  persuaded,  like  gold  from  the 
hands  of  the  refiner, — dying  with 
a  humble,  cheerful  reliance  on 
the  blood  of  the  Redeemer  ? — 
Or  need  I  speak  of  our  own 
Mitchell,  of  Maine,  whose  de- 
parture from  the  earth  was  not 
through  the  lingering  pains  of  the 
sick-bed,  but  sudden  as  the  light- 
ning-glance from  heaven;  and  who, 
by  his  habitual  ardent  piety,  by 
the  manifestations  of  a  heart  at 
all  times  kindled  by  the  truths 
and  hopes  of  the  gospel,  seemed 
to  be  always  ready  to  wing  his 
flight  to  another  and  a  better 
world  ? 
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MEDICAL  PROSECUTIONS. 

The  following  case  appears  to  be 
one  of  considerable  interest  to  the 
profession  in  this  country,  as  well  as 
abroad. — Mr.  Van  Butchell,  a  sur- 
geon in  London,  performed  an  ope- 
ration, probably  for  stricture  of  the 
reclun),  though  this  is  not  bitaled. 


The  patient,  however,  died  ;  and  on 
examination,  the  intestine  was  found 
to  have  received  considerable  injury. 
Mr.  Van  B.  was  tried  for  manslaugh- 
ter, but  acquitted.  The  following  is 
a  part  of  Mr.  Baron  Hullock's  charge 
to  the  jury  : — 

"  If  such  an  indictment  could  be 
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supported,  in  the  total  absence  of  all 
evidence  of  want  of  skill  or  neglect, 
because  an  operation  failed,  the  con- 
sequences would  be  most  serious, 
whether  the  operation  was  performed 
by  a  regular  or  an  irregular  surgeon  ; 
and  surely  it  would  be  most  unjust 
to  prosecute  a  man  who  might  be  a 
skilful  and  clever  practitioner,  upon 
the  unsuccessful  result  of  a  dangerous 
operation,  because  he  was  not  licens- 
ed, and  not  fortunate  enough  to  pos- 
sess the  sanction  and  authority  of  a 
certain  body  in  this  town.  If  such 
a  doctrine  could  be  maintained,  very 
many  persons  in  remote  parts  would 
be  unable  to  procure  any  assistance  ; 
for  who  would  exercise  their  best 
skill,  of  whatever  quality  it  might  be, 
if  in  the  case  of  failure  they  were  to 
be  subjected  to  an  indictment  for 
murder  or  manslaughter  ?  It  was 
somewhat  remarkable  that  there  was 
not  a  single  decision  on  the  point, 
which  must  show  that  all  the  most 
eminent  lawyers  had  strong  doubts 
of  the  propriety  of  such  prosecutions, 
and  that  it  was  their  uniform  opinion. 
They  were  not  for  the  first  time  to 
be  told  that  operations  would  fail  ; 
but  it  was  too  much  to  say  that,  be- 
cause they  failed,  the  parties  were  to 
be  subjected  to  a  prosecution.  What 
had  been  quoted  from  Blackstone 
was,  in  fact,  a  copy  of  what  Lord 
Hale  had  said  of  cases  of  this  de- 
scription ;  but  the  words  of  his  lord- 
ship would  not  bear  a  construction 
unfavorable  to  the  person  accused  ; 
it  went  to  a  direct  and  opposite  ten- 
dency. The  words  of  Ijis  lordship 
were,  ^  If  a  physician  gives  a  person 
a  potion  without  any  intent  of  doing 
him  any  bodily  hurt,  but  with  an  in- 
tent to  cure  or  prevent  a  disease, 
and,  contrary  to  the  expectation  of 
the  physician,  it  kills  him,  this  is  no 
homicide  ;  and  the  like  of  a  chirur- 
geon  ;  and  I  hold  that  opinion  to  be 
erroneous,  that  thinketh  if  he  be  no 
licensed  chirurgeon  or  physician  that 
occasioneth  this  mischance,  that  then 
it  is  felony  ;  for  physic  and  salves 
were  before  licensed  physicians  and 


chirurgeons,  and  therefore,  if  they  be 
not  licensed  according  to  the  statutes 
of  King  Henry  VIII.,  they  are  sub- 
ject to  the  penalties  in  those  statutes  ; 
but  God  forbid  that  any  mischance 
of  this  kind  should  make  any  person 
not  licensed,  guilty  of  murder  or 
manslaughter.'  Cases  might  and 
did  occur,  where  the  parties  recover- 
ed damages  in  a  civil  action  for  un- 
skilful conduct ;  but  God  forbid  that 
any  person,  under  such  circum- 
stances, should  be  subjected  to  an 
indictment  for  murder  or  manslaugh- 
ter ;  for,  in  that  case,  many  would 
die  for  want  of  help,  the  helpers  well 
knowing  that,  if  they  failed,  they 
would  be  liable  to  such  an  indict- 
ment." 

The  justice  of  these  remarks  is 
almost  self-evident ;  but  it  appears 
to  us  that  the  same  general  principles 
of  equity  which  protect  physicians  in 
indictments  in  such  cases,  ought  to 
be  their  safeguard,  also,  in  civil  suits, 
brought  by  the  party  who  was  the 
subject  of  treatment,  or  by  his  friends, 
when  that  treatment  has  been  unsuc- 
cessful, or  the  practitioner  has  de- 
ceived himself  in  the  diagnosis  of  a 
disease.  Of  this  species  of  trial  wo 
have  had  some  examples  in  this 
country  ;  and  they  ought  to  be  most 
strongly  discountenanced,  both  with- 
in and  without  the  limits  of  the  pro- 
fession. As  an  example  of  the 
ground  on  which  such  prosecutions 
have  been  instituted,  we  will  suppose 
the  following  case  ; — An  individual 
of  respe^ctable  talents  and  with  a 
good  medical  education,  heroically 
devotes  himself  to  the  arduous  and 
unthankful  duties  of  a  country  prac- 
tice. Extending  his  labors  over  an 
undefined  and  almost  unlimited  ter- 
ritory, he  drives  and  is  driven  from 
house  to  house,  from  village  to  vil- 
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lage,  by  day  and  by  night,  from 
year's  end  to  year's  end,  and  is  grudg- 
ingly rewarded  in  return  with  a  bare 
subsistence  for  himself  and  his  fami- 
ly. In  the  mean  time,  he  sees  scarce 
more  practice  in  a  month,  than  a 
practitioner  in  town  can,  with  fair 
opportunities,  witness  in  a  day ; 
knows  little  of  the  improvements 
taking  place  in  his  art ;  and  hardly 
hears  of,  much  less  sees,  a  hospital. 
After  proceeding  in  this  manner  for 
ten  years, — time  enough  to  rust  out 
all  the  knowledge  he  ever  possessed, 
— he  is  suddenly  presented  with  a 
difficult  surgical  case,  perhaps  ex- 
jtreraely  obscure  in  its  nature,  and 
requiring  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  state  of  parts  for  its  treatment. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  forms 
the  best  diagnosis  in  his  power,  and 
treats  the  case  accordingly.  The 
result  proves  that  the  diagnosis  was 
incorrect,  and  the  treatment  injudi- 
cious ;  the  patient  is  rendered  a  crip- 
ple for  life,  whereas  if  the  case  had 
been  understood,  he  might  have  been 
restored  to  health  and  strength.  In 
consequence,  a  suit  is  instituted 
against  the  physician,  and  the  da- 
mages are  laid  at  what  the  injured 
party  might  have  earned,  if  in  good 
health,  over  and  above  his  probable 
earnings  in  his  present  state  ;  for  this, 
if  anything,  is  the  amount  of  injury 
inflicted.  If  claims  like  this  were 
once  admitted,  what  would  bo  the 
consequence  ?  Not,  certainly,  that 
physicians  would  become  wiser  or 
better  informed  than  at  present ;  but 
that,  in  emergencies  such  as  we  have 
mentioned,  they  would  refuse  to  act 
at  all,  rather  than  incur  a  responsibi- 
lity so  dangerous.    We  have  adopted 


a  particular  statement  of  facts  in  the 
above  supposition,  because  similar 
facts  arc  known  to  have  happened 
within  no  long  interval  of  time.  The 
principle,  however,  applies  equally 
to  surgical  operations  which  have 
been  unskilfully  performed  and  fol- 
lowed by  death.  The  idea  of  mak- 
ing the  physician  responsible,  either 
in  his  property  or  his  person,  for  the 
event  of  his  well-meant  endeavors  to 
save  the  life  of  his  patient,  is  perfect- 
ly barbarous,  and  wholly  unworthy 
of  a  civilized  people. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  although 
the  regularly  educated  and  licensed 
practitioner  should  be  exempted  from 
this  responsibility,  such  protection  is 
not  due  to  the  ignorant  charlatan 
who  poisons  with  his  drugs,  or  to  the 
untaught  operator  who  murders  with 
his  knife.  But  as  the  principle  avow- 
ed by  Lord  Hale,  goes  to  the  extent 
of  protecting  these,  also,  in  their  per- 
sons, it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  justice 
can  refuse  them  the  same  privilege 
in  regard  to  their  property.  It  is 
still  the  quo  animo,  the  intention  of 
the  party,  which  forms  the  distinction 
between  crime  and  innocence,  be- 
tween benevolence  and  malice.  He 
who  employs  a  physician  knowing 
him  to  be  ignorant,  or  even  not 
knowing  him  to  be  learned,  since 
those  who  have  received  a  regular 
education  can  always  procure  cre- 
dentials to  that  effect,  does  it  at  his 
own  risk,  and  ought  to  be  responsi- 
ble for  the  consequences. 

Another  circumstance,  too,  ought 
not  to  pass  unnoticed,  as  it  goes  very 
pointedly  lo  discountenance  medical 
prosecutions  and  suits  for  malprac- 
tice.   It  is  the  extreme  difficulty, — 
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the  impossibility  in  some  cases, — of 
deciding,  even  in  a  court  of  law, 
what  malpraxis  is ;  whether  an  ope- 
ration has  been  done  well  or  ill ; 
whether  the  unfortunate  result  is  to 
be  attributed  to  the  bad  conduct  of  the 
knife,  or  the  injudicious  administra- 
tion of  the  drug.  This  difficulty  has 
its  foundation  in  the  uncertainty  of 
the  healing  art ;  and  as  this  uncer- 
tainty must,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
always  exist,  there  can  be  no  hope 
that  the  difficulty  will  ever  be  re- 
moved. Scarce  a  trial  is  on  record 
which  does  not  show  it  in  strong  re- 
lief. Take,  for  example,  the  last  of 
which  we  have  any  account.  It  oc- 
curred at  Troy,  in  the  State  of  New- 
York. — A  medical  gentleman,  by 
name  M'Lellan,  was  prosecuted  for 
malpractice  as  a  surgeon  ;  he  having 
employed  permanent  extension  of  the 
limb  in  a  case  of  fracture,  whereas 
the  patient,  being  crippled,  imagined 
it  owing  entirely  to  the  method  pur- 
sued by  this  medical  attendant. 
Friends  were  not  wanting  to  urge 
the  correctness  of  this  notion,  and 
assure  him  that  a  fixed  position  of 
the  knee  joint  was  the  best,  and  only 
safe  and  proper  position  of  the  limb, 
in  cases  of  this  kind.'' — At  the  trial, 
three  of  the  profession  testified  that 
the  mode  of  treatment  adopted  in  the 
case  was  erroneous,  and  productive 
of  injury  to  the  patient ;  and  three 
others  made  a  statement  precisely 
the  reverse.  A  week  was  occupied 
in  the  proceedings,  and  the  result 
was,  a  verdict  of  six  cents  for  the 
defendant. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  profession  to 
prevent,  if  possible,  occurrences  so 
degrading  to  their  character ;  and 


this  can  only  be  accomplished  by 
their  uniform  determination,  when 
called  upon  in  doubtful  cases,  to  give 
the  most  favorable  views  of  the  con- 
duct of  each  other.  Unless  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  are  fully 
known,  and  show  that  the  practition- 
er acted  in  defiance  of  all  authority, 
another  physician  is  not  bound  in 
duty  to  condemn  his  proceeding ; 
and  he  who  does  so,  seems  to  us  nei- 
ther to  consult  the  dignity  of  the 
body  to  which  he  belongs,  nor  his 
own  eventual  interest. 


NEW  MODE   OP   OBTAINING  THE  SITL- 
PHATE  OF  QUININE. 

The  following  mode  of  preparing, 
this  valuable  medicine,  lately  pro- 
posed by  M.  Cassola,  seems  to  be^ 
far  less  expensive  and  troublesome 
than  the  one  usually  employed. 

Two  pounds  of  powdered  yellow- 
bark  are  boiled,  for  a  quarter  of  an^ 
hour,  in  a  pint  of  water,  in  whicb 
one  ounce  and  a  half  of  caustic  pot- 
ash has  been  dissolved.  The  decoc- 
tion is  filtered  and  expressed,  and 
water  poured  on  the  remainder  as 
long  as  it  is  colored  by  it.  The  re- 
siduum is  now  boiled  for  twenty  mi- 
nutes in  twelve  pints  of  water,  to 
which  an  ounce  of  sulphuric  acid 
has  been  added  ;  the  decoction  is  fil- 
tered and  washed  as  before,  and  the 
remainder  boiled  in  the  same  quanti- 
ty of  water,  with  a  drachm  of  sulphu- 
ric acid.  The  acidulated  decoctions 
are  now  mixed,  and  powdered  chalk 
added  to  them,  in  order  to  saturate 
the  excess  of  acid,  and  to  precipitate 
the  coloring  matter  ;  the  fluid  is  fil- 
tered, and  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
subcarbonate  of  potash  added  to  it ; 
the  precipitate  is  collected,  washed, 
and  boiled,  in  six  times  its  weight  of 
alcohol,  at  40  deg.  ;  the  decoction 
being  filtered  and  evaporated  to  one- 
third,  five  times  the  quantity  of  water 
is  added  to  the  rest,  and  all  the  alco- 
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hoi  driven  off  by  a  gentle  heat.  The 
quinine  is  now  saturated  with  a  few 
drops  of  sulphuric  acid,  hy  the  ad- 
mixture of  which  the  fluid  becomes 
perfectly  clear,  and  is  filtered  almost 
in  a  boiling  state,  after  a  small  quan- 
tity of  chalk  has  been  added.  As 
soon  as  the  fluid  cools,  the  sulphate 
of  quinine  is  deposited  in  white  aci- 
cular  crystals. — Gazette  cle  Sante. 

New  Mode  of  administering  Qui- 
nine.— Four  cases  of  facial  neuralgia, 
which  resisted  the  ordinary  treat- 
ment, yielded  to  the  administration 
of  one  grain  of  powdered  quinine,  in 
two  grains  of  snuff",  mixed  and  used 
as  common  snuff*.  This  dose  was 
always  sufficient,  and  in  from  two  to 
three  days  the  patients  were  cured, 
as  if  by  enchantment.  The  cases 
occurred  to  Dr.  Richet,  of  Metz,  and 
are  related  in  his  thesis  presented  to 
the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Strasbourg. 

Dropsy  of  the  Pericardium. — The 
London  Medical  and  Physical  Jour- 
nal for  May  last,  contains  an  account 
of  a  case  of  dropsy  of  the  pericardi- 
um, by  F.  W.  Wood,  Esq.,  in  which 
the  pericardium  contained  two  quarts 
of  a  perfectly  limpid  fluid.  We  may 
mention,  also,  that  "  the  outer  coat 
of  the  pericardium  had  a  thin  shining 
appearance,  whilst  on  the  inside  were 
deposited  layers  of  coagulable  lymph 
resembling  the  rugae  on  the  stomach 
of  the  cow.  The  heart  was  also  co- 
vered with  a  similar  deposit ;  its  pa- 
rietes  were  much  thickened,  and  it  ap- 
peared as  if  fore-shortened,  the  apex 
being  pressed  upwards.  In  the  left 
ventricle  was  a  portion  of  coagulable 
lymph,  of  a  yellow  sizy  appearance, 
of  nearly  an  ounce  weight.  The 
carnejE  columna?  were  much  enlarg- 
ed ;  the  valves  free  from  any  appa- 
rent disease.  The  structure  of  the 
lungs  was  perfectly  unimpaired.'' 

Singular  Treatment  of  Tetanus, 
— The  following  extraordinary  prac- 
tice for  the  cure  of  this  disease,  pre- 
vails amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the 


Tonga  or  Friendly  Islands,  in  the 
South  Pacific  Ocean  ;  among  whom, 
it  is  said,  that  traumatic  tetanus  pre- 
vails to  a  great  extent. — It  consists 
in  producing  a  considerable  degree 
of  irritation  in  the  urethra,  and  dis- 
charge of  blood,  by  the  introduction 
of  a  reed  of  proper  size,  for  some 
distance  into  the  canal  ;  and,  when 
the  case  is  very  violent,  a  cord  is 
passed  along  the  urethra,  and  carried 
through  the  perineum.  The  two 
ends  are  then  occasionally  pulled  to 
and  fro,  inducing  great  pain  and  a 
copious  hemorrhage,  with  much 
swelling  and  inflammation  of  the  pe- 
nis. Two  cures  of  confirmed  teta- 
nus are  related  by  a  gentleman  of 
the  name  of  Mariner,  to  Professor 
Chapman,  of  Pennsylvania,  as  having 
been  performed  by  this  strange  and 
unpromising  practice.  The  mode 
may  suggest  a  principle  capable  of 
improvement. — Lancet, 

Mesmerism. — Amongst  the  stories 
which  are  reviving  in  Paris,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  operation  which  we 
lately  mentioned  as  having  been  per- 
formed by  M.  Cloquet  on  a  female, 
while  supposed  to  be  in  a  state  of 
insensibility  from  "magnetic  influ- 
ence," is  one  of  a  madman,  who, 
some  years  ago,  it  is  alleged,  request- 
ed and  suffered  another  madman  to 
cut  off"  his  head.  The  operator  pro- 
ceeded slowly,  with  a  very  bad  knife, 
but  the  patient  submitted  quietly,  and 
without  uttering  a  cry. — Another  sto- 
ry is,  that  a  female,  who  was  in 
the  Salpetriere  two  years  since, 
used  to  devour  her  own  flesh  until 
every  part  of  the  body  which  she 
could  get  at  was  terribly  mutilated. 
— A  third  account  is  given  of  a  fe- 
male, named  De  Barre,  who  nailed 
herself  to  a  cross,  and  remained 
there  an  hour,  "  with  a  tranquil  air, 
her  eyes  frequently  closed,  speaking 
first  to  one,  then  to  another,  and 
saying  that  it  was  very  pleasant.'* 
But,  generally  speaking,  the  French 
are  very  sceptical  as  to  M.  Cloquet's 
case.    There  is,  however,  au  official 
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discussion  now  proceeding,  wliich 
will  undoubtedly  produce  the  same 
result  as  the  commission  which  was 
appointed  in  the  better  days  of  ani- 
mal magnetism  in  London. 

By  far  the  most  interesting  of  the 
cases  which  have  yet  occurred  in  the 
practice  of  animal  magnetizers,  are 
those  in  which  the  patients  have  been 
females,  and  pregnancy  one  of  the 
results.  This  curious  effect,  at  one 
time,  made  magnetizing  a  highly  po- 
pular operation. — Ih. 

Conceptions. — In  a  memoir  on  the 
influence  of  the  seasons,  climates, 
periods  of  labor  and  repose,  abun- 
dance or  scarcity  of  provisions,  and 
social  habits,  on  the  number  of  con- 
ceptions in  women,  M.  Villerme 
states  as  one  of  his  conclusions,  that 
the  six  months  of  the  year  in  which 
there  are  the  most  births,  occur  in 
the  following  order  : — February, 
March,  January,  April,  November, 
September.  These  refer  the  con- 
ceptions to  the  months  of  May ,  June, 
April,  July,  February,  and  March. 
He  regards  the  same  agent  which 
produces  marsh  miasm,  as  amongst 
the  greatest  obstacles  connected  with 
climate,  (and  therefore,  indeed,  with 
season.)  to  fertility.  In  the  year 
1817,  one  of  great  scarcity  of  provi- 
sions in  the  eastern  part  of  France, 
a  diminution  of  the  number  of  con- 
ceptions by  one  half  of  the  ordinary 
number,  was  a  very  marked  result. 

Bleeding  from  Leech-h  ifes. — Many 
remedies  have  been  made  public. 
Dr.  Lowenhardt,  of  Berlin,  adds  ano- 
ther, which  he  mentions  as  being 
successful  and  simple  :  it  is  that  of 
drawing  the  edges  of  the  wound  to- 
gather  with  a  fine  needle  and  thread  ; 
the  thread  being  passed  through  the 
cuticle  only,  no  pain  is  occasioned, 
and  the  bleeding  is  at  once  suppressed. 

Iodine  in  Gout. — This  medicine 
has  been  repeatedly  employed  with 
success  in  gout,  by  M.  Gendrin,  the 
Editor  of  the  Journ.  Gen.  de  Med. 
He  applies  it  externally  and  inlerual- 


ly  in  frictions,  vapor,  tinctures,  alka- 
line solution,  and  enema.  He  has 
tried  it  in  about  thirty  cases,  and  in 
every  one  of  them  the  patients  were 
either  cured  in  a  few  days,  or  their 
condition  rapidly  ameliorated.  In 
no  instance  has  he  found  it  produc- 
tive of  injurious  effects. 

Dressers. — In  all  the  Italian  hos- 
pitals there  are  a  number  of  young 
men,  from  20  to  30,  who  perform 
almost  the  same  functions  as  the 
dressers  in  the  London  hospitals,  but 
live  in  the  institution,  and  are  lodged 
and  fed  at  the  expense  of  govern- 
ment. They  receive  about  three 
shillings  a  month  salar3\ 

Connected  with  this  process  in 
the  above  hospitals,  is  a  peculiar 
method  of  using  adhesive  straps. — 
The  strap  is  cut  very  broad  at  the 
extremities,  and  narrow  in  the  cen- 
tre, so  that  it  is  enabled  to  take  a 
firm  hold  of  the  edges  of  the  wound, 
and  exert  a  considerable  power  in 
retaining  them  in  contact ;  while 
large  spaces  are  left  between  each 
slip  in  the  middle,  which  permits  the 
free  discharge  of  the  pus  and  liga- 
tures.— Med.  and  Phys.  Journal. 

The  Sun-jlowcr. — It  is  said  the 
seeds  of  the  common  sunflower  will 
yield  from  5  to- 7  quarts  of  oil  to  the 
bushel  ;  and  that  this  oil  is  equal  to 
that  prepared  from  olives  as  a  condi- 
ment, to  sperm  oil  in  elamping,  and 
to  linseed  oil  in  painting.  The  stocks 
are  a  good  substitute  for  hemp  iu 
manufacturing  pack-thread,  and  the 
young  flower-cups  are  not  inferior  to 
the  artichoke  as  an  article  of  diet. 


Sketches. — Our  foreign  journals 
arrived  too  late  to  be  of  use  in  this 
number  of  the  Journal. 


REPORT  OP  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 
The  week  ending  August  14,  at  noon. 

Of  canker,  1 — canker  in  the  bowels,  2— con- 
sumption, 6— convulsions,  2— childbed,  1 — dy- 
sentery, 2— hooping-cough,  1 — measles,  2 — 
mortification,  2— typhous  fever,  1.  Males,  12 
—females,  9.    Total,  21. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

A COURSE  of  Private  Instruction,  for 
the  education  of  Medical  Students, 
•will  begin  on  the  1st  of  September  next, 
under  the-  direction  of  the  subscribers. 
The  students  will  be  regularly  examined 
and  instructed.  They  will  have  an  op- 
portunity of  attending  the  Medical  and 
Surgical  practice  and  operations  in  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital ;  and 
('linical  Lectures  will  be  given  to  them 
occasionally. 

Further  information  on  the  subject  may 
be  obtained  by  application  to  either  of 
the  subscribers. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GEO.  HAYWARD, 
ENOCH  HALE,  Jr. 
Boston,  Aug.  17,  1829.        aug25— 3t. 

MEMOIRS  OF  DR.  GOOD. 

JUST  published  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
TER &  HEN  DEE,  Memoirs  of  the 
Life,  Writings,  and  Character,  Literary, 
Professional,  and  Religious,  of  the  late 
John  Mason  Good,  M.D.  F.R.S.  F.R.S.L. 
Mem.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  and  F.L.S.  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, &c.  &c.  &:c.     By  Olinthus 


Gregory,  LL.D. 


Aug.  11. 


NEW  LONDON  WORK. 

JUST  received,  by  CARTER  &  HEN- 
DEE,  corner  of  Washington  and 
School  streets,  A  Chemical  Catechism  ; 
in  which  the  Elements  of  Chemistry,  with 
the  recent  discoveries  in  the  Science,  are 
clearly  and  fully  explained.  Illustrated 
by  Notes,  Engravings  and  Tables,  and 
containing  an  Appendix  of  select  Experi- 
ments, &c.  By  Thomas  Graham,  M.D. 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  Jjondon,  &c.  &c. 

C.  &  H.  have  also  just  received.  Ele- 
ments of  Chemistry.  By  Andrew  Fyfe, 
M.D.  F.R.S.E. 

CONSOLIDATED  COPAIVA. 
"  /COPAIVA.  may  be  given  in  this  form 

\^  without  the  least  inconvenience. 
Neither  communicating  taste,  nor  impart- 
ing odor  to  the  breath,  it  is  also  retained 
without  the  least  disquietude  or  uneasi- 
ness to  the  stomach  ;  and  I  am  informed 


by  Dr.  Rosseau,  that  in  large  doses  it 
does  not  purge." — Phil.  Journal  of  Med. 
Sciences, 

See  an  article  in  this  Journal,  Aug.  18th. 

OIL  OF  black  pepper. 

This  is  a  much  more  active  preparation 
of  Piperine.  One  drop  is  fully  equal  to 
six  grains  of  the  latter.  It  is  a  valuable 
adjunct  to  Quinine.  One  or  two  drops, 
added  to  six  grains,  will  greatly  increase 
the  efficacy  of  that  medicine. 

For  sale  by  NATHAN  JARVTS,  188 
Washington  Street,  where  Physicians  will 
find  medicines  at  as  reasonable  terms  as 
at  any  place  in  Boston. 


Aug:.  26. 


eoptf. 


MEMOIR  OF  DR.  HOLYOKE. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
TER &  HENDEE,— A  Memoir  of 
Edward  A.  Holyoke,  M.D.  LL.D.,  pre- 
pared in  compliance  with  a  vote  of  the 
Essex  South  District  Medical  Society. 

Carter  &l  Hendee  have  just  received  the 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 
No  8,  August,  1829.— C.  &  H.  receive 
subscriptions  for  this  valuable  work,  and 
can  supply  the  numbers  from  its  com- 
mencement. Aug.  18. 

BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTI- 
TUTION. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  LECTURES 
will  commence  on  the  first  Thurs- 
day in  September,  and  continue  fifteen 
weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  by  H.  H. 

Childs,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  J.  D.  Wells, 

M.D. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  S.  W.  Williams, 
M.D. 

Theoretical  and  Operative  Surgery,  S. 
White,  M.D.  and  S.  P.  White,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Obste- 
trics, C.  B.  Coventry,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  Botany,  Mineralogy  and  Na- 
tural Philosophy,  C.  Dewy,  M.D. 

Matriculation  ticket,  $  3.  Fee  for  Lec- 
tures, $  40.  Library  ticket,  $  1.  Gradu- 
atioiv,  $  15,50.  Board,  including  wash- 
ing!, lodging  and  room,  $  1,75  a  week. 

Pitlsfitld,  July  22,  1829.  aug4tsept30 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  tbr^e  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  threo  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  Iho  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

MEDICAL  PRACTICE  IN  CONSTANTI- 
NOPLE. 

Described  in  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Gre- 
gory^ by  R.  R.  Madden^  Esq.^ 
a  Professional  Traveller  in  Tur- 
key, 

Constantinople,  Oct.  25,  1824. 

Dear  Sir,— The  practice  of  phy- 
sic in  this  country  is  of  so  extraor- 
dinary a  nature,  that  I  presume  you 
will  take  some  interest  in  the  his- 
tory of  its  absurdity. 

There  are  about  fifty  medical 
practitioners  in  Constantinople, 
principally  Franks,  from  Italy  and 
Malta,  and  a  few  Ionian  Greeks, 
Armenians,  and  Copts ;  of  this 
number  there  are,  perhaps,  five 
regularly  educated  physicians,  and 
two  of  these  are  English  gentle- 
men, highly  respected  both  by  the 
Turks  and  Franks.  Every  medico 
has  his  allotted  quarter  ;  he  beats 
this  ground  daily  in  pursuit  of  pa- 
tients, and  visits  all  the  coffee- 
houses in  the  district  with  a  Greek 
drogueman,  as  interpreter,  at  his 
heels,  whose  occupation  is  to  scent 
out  sickness,  and  to  extol  the  doc- 
tor. They  are  ever  to  be  found  on 
the  most  public  bench  of  the  coffee- 
shop,  smoking  with  profound  gravi- 
ty, and  prying  into  the  features  of 
those  around  them  for  a  symptom 
of  disease.  I  confess  I  had  to  de- 
scend to  this  degradation  to  get 
practice,  in  order  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  domestic  customs 


of  the  people.  The  first  day  my 
drogueman,  who  had  just  left  the 
service  of  a  Roman  doctor,  and  had 
been  practising  on  his  own  account 
since  his  discharge  (for  all  drogue- 
meu  become  doctors),  took  upon 
him  to  teach  me  ray  professional 
duty,  which  he  made  to  consist  in 
never  giving  advice  before  I  got 
my  fee, — in  never  asking  questions 
of  the  sick, — and  in  never  giving 
intelligible  answers  to  the  friends  ; 
I  was  to  look  for  symptoms  only  in 
the  pulse  ;  I  was  to  limit  my  prog' 
nosis  to  three  words,  In  Shallahj 
or  "  Please  the  Lord,"  for  doubt- 
ful cases ;  and  Allackharim !  or 

God  is  great  1"  for  desperate 
ones.  I  took  my  post  in  the  coff*ee- 
shop,  had  my  pipe  and  coffee,  while 
my  drogueman  entered  into  conver- 
sation with  the  Turks  about  us. 
I  soon  heard  him  narrating  a  history 
of  a  miraculous  cure,  which  he  had 
seen  me  perform  some  days  before, 
on  the  body  of  a  dying  Effendi;  how 
I  had  taken  out  his  liver,  and  put 
it  in  again,  after  scraping  off*  the 
disease,  and  how  the  patient  got 
well  the  next  day,  and  gave  me 
five  purses.  I  was  exceedingly 
annoyed  ;  but  the  fellow  seemed 
to  mind  my  anger  little,  and  even 
reproved  "my  want  of  prudence" 
With  a  frown. 

Now,  the  only  thing  that  could 
have  given  origin  to  "  the  scraping 
of  the  man's  liver,"  &c.,  was  my 
having  opened  a  boil  in  his  own 
back  the  day  before.    The  Turks 
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swallowed  this  story  ;  had  it  been 
more  marvellous,  it  would  have 
been  still  easier  digested:  one  turn- 
ed up  his  eyes,  and  said,  "there 
was  but  one  God  another  praised 
my  skill,  and  cried,  Mahomet  is 
the  friend  of  God  !"  The  latter 
gentleman  held  out  his  wrist  to 
have  his  pulse  felt,  and  said,  in  a 
very  civil  tone  of  voice,  Guehl, 
giaour, — ''Come,  you  dog.''  This 
endearing  epithet  Turks  consider 
ought  not  to  give  an  infidel  offence, 
because  it  is  more  a  man's  misfor- 
tune than  his  fault  to  be  born  "  a 
Christian,"  and  consequently  "  a 
dog." 

My  Greek,  whose  familiarity 
was  very  offensive,  (and  it  is  a  na- 
tional fault,)  now  whispered  in  my 
ear,  "  No  bite,  that  fellow  never 
pays."  I  gave  the  man,  however, 
my  advice,  and  got  a  cup  of  coffee 
in  return. 

A  well-dressed  man,  who  had 
been  sitting  by  my  side  in  silence 
for  half  an  hour,  at  last  recollected 
he  had  a  wife  or  two  unwell,  and 
very  gravely  asked  me  "  what  I 
would  cure  a  sick  woman  for  ?" — 
It  was  a  question  to  delight  the 
soul  of  Abernethy.  I  inquired  her 
malady, — "she  was  sick."  In 
what  manner  she  was  affected, — 
"why,  she  could  not  eat."  On 
these  premises  I  was  to  undertake 
to  cure  a  patient,  who,  for  aught  I 
knew,  might  be  at  that  moment  in 
articulo  mortis.  I  could  not  bring 
myself  to  drive  the  bargain  ;  so  1 
left  my  enraged  drogueman  to  go 
through  that  pleasing  process.  I 
heard  him  ask  a  hundred  piastres, 
and  heard  him  swear  by  his  father's 
head  and  his  mother's  soul,  that  I 
never  took  less  :  however,  after 
nearly  an  hour's  haggling,  I  saw 
fifty  put  into  his  hand;  and  the  pro- 
mise of  a  hundred  more,  when  the 
patient  got  well,  I  saw  treated 


with  the  contempt  which,  in  point 
of  fact,  it  deserved.  No  man 
makes  larger  promises  than  a  Turk 
in  sickness,  and  no  man  is  so  re- 
gardless of  them  in  convalescence. 
I  visited  my  patient,  whom  I  af- 
terwards found  both  old  and  ugly  ; 
but  I  was  doomed,  on  the  first  oc- 
casion, to  see  no  part  of  her  form  ; 
she  insisted  on  my  ascertaining  her 
disease  with  a  door  between  us,  she 
being  in  one  room  and  I  in  another: 
the  door  was  ajar,  and  her  head, 
enveloped  in  a  sheet,  as  it  was  oc- 
casionally projected  to  answer  me, 
was  the  only  part  of  her  I  had  a 
glimpse  of.  This  was  the  only 
woman  I  ever  attended  here,  or  in 
the  islands,  who  would  not  suffer 
the  profanation  of  my  fingers  on  her 
wrist.  I,  however,  could  just  col- 
lect enough  from  the  attendants, 
to  cause  me  to  suspect  she  had  a 
cancer  ;  and  I  did  all,  under  such 
circumstances,  that  I  could  well 
do, — I  ;  gave  her  an  opiate.  This 
lady  was  no  sooner  prescribed  for, 
than  my  attention  was  directed  to 
the  youngest  wife,  who  was  pleased 
to  need  advice,  though  her  spark- 
ling eyes  and  smiling  lips  denoted 
little  of  disease.  She  was  ex- 
tremely pretty,  and  removed  her 
veil  with  little  difficulty  ;  but  she 
would  have  her  pulse  felt  through 
a  piece  of  gauze,  which  was  suffi- 
ciently thin  to  transmit,  not  only 
the  pulsations  of  the  artery,  but 
also  the  pressure  of  the  fingers, 
which  mode  of  communicating 
symptoms  I  found  a  very  common 
one  in  practice.  I  ordered  her 
some  medicine,  which  I  am  quite 
sure  she  did  not  take,  and  which, 
in  all  probability,  she  did  not  re- 
quire. After  smoking  a  pipe,  and 
drinking  sherbet,  I  took  my  leave. 

In  a  few  days  after  this,  my  first 
visit  in  Constantinople,  I  was  sent 
for  to  the  house  of  a  grandee,  where 
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a  consultation  was  to  be  held  on  a 
Pacha's  case,  and  one  of  great  im- 
portance. I  found  the  patient  ly- 
ing in  the  middle  of  a  large  room, 
on  a  mattress  spread  on  the  carpet; 
for  the  "  four-posted  beds"  of  Don 
Juan  and  Dudu  have  no  existence 
in  Turkey,  and  both  gentlemen  and 
ladies  repose  on  their  mattresses, 
thrown  on  the  carpet'Jof  the  divan, 
in  their  daily  habiliments,  none  of 
which  they  doff  at  night. 

A  host  of  doctors,  Jews,  Greeks, 
Italians,  and  even  Moslems,  throng- 
ed round  the  sick  man;  and  amongst 
them  were  jumbled  the  friends, 
slaves,  and  followers  of  the  patient: 
the  latter  gave  their  opinion  as  well 
as  the  doctors,  and,  in  short,  took 
an  active  share  in  the  consultation. 
But  he  who  took  upon  himself  to 
broach  the  case  to  the  faculty,  was 
a  Turkish  priest,  who  administered 
to  the  diseases  both  of  soul  and 
body.  He  prefaced  his  discourse 
with  the  usual  origin  of  all  things  : 
he  said, — "In  the  beginning  God 
made  the  world,  and  gave  the  light 
of  Islam  to  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  Mahomet  (to  whose  name 
be  eternal  honor)  was  ordained  to 
receive  the  perspicuous  volume  of 
the  Koran  from  the  hands  of  the 
angel  Gabriel  ;  which  book  was 
written,  by  the  finger  of  God,  be- 
fore the  foundation  of  the  world  ; 
and  in  its  glorious  page  was  to  be 
found  all  the  wisdom  of  every  sci- 
ence, whether  of  theology  or  physic; 
therefore,  all  learning,  except  that 
of  the  Koran,  was  vain  and  impious; 
therefore  he  had  consulted  it  in  the 
present  case,  and  the  repetition  of 
the  word  honey,  he  discovered  tal- 
lied with  the  number  of  days  his 
highness  suffered  (to  whom  God 
give  health) ;  therefore  honey  was 
a  sovereign  remedy,  and  one  of  its 
component  parts  was  wax,  a  true 
specific  for  the  disease  before  them. 


Did  not  the  bee  suck  the  juice  of 
every  herb  ?  was  there  not  wax  in 
honey  ?  did  not  wax  contain  oil  ? 
therefore,  why  not  try  the  oil  of 
wax  ?  Oh  !  illustrious  doctors  !" 
he  continued,  "  let  us  put  our  trust 
in  God,  and  administer  the  dose  : 
our  patient  has  been  thirty-six  days 
sick,  therefore,  let  him  have  six- 
and-thirty  drops  every  six-and-thir- 
ty  hours.  And  as  there  is  but  one 
God,  and  Mahomet  is,  therefore, 
his  prophet,  let  the  oil  of  wax  be 
given  !" 

The  moment  this  rigmarole  end- 
ed, all  the  servants,  and  even  many 
of  the  doctors,  applauded  the  dis- 
course. 

There  was  no  time  allowed  for 
discussion ;  the  same  archpriest 
took  care  to  see  the  doctors  feed 
forthwith  ;  each  of  us  got  four 
Spanish  dollars,  and  left  the  unfor- 
tunate sick  man  to  his  fate  :  but 
going  out,  when  I  expressed  my 
astonishment  to  one  of  the  faculty 
(an  old  Armenian)  about  the  exhi- 
bition of  this  new  remedy,  he  look- 
ed around  him  cautiously,  and 
whispered  in  my  ear  the  word 
"  poison  !"  On  further  inquiry,  I 
found  the  bulk  of  the  patient's  pro- 
perty was  invested  in  a  mosque. 
In  spite  of  the  remonstrance  of  my 
drogueman,  I  returned  to  the  door 
I  had  just  quilted,  and  gave  an  at- 
tendant to  understand,  his  master 
would  die  if  he  took  the  medicine. 
The  poor  man  died,  however  :  I 
heard  of  the  event  about  a  month 
afterwards. 

I  was  shortly  after  called  to  a 
man  who  was  said  to  have  a  fever: 
when  I  visited  him,  I  asked  what 
was  the  matter,  with  him,  and 
where  he  felt  pain  ?  but  his  friend 
made  the  customary  reply,  That 
is  what  we  want  to  know  from  you: 
feel  his  pulse,  and  tell  us  !"  .1 
accordingly  did  so, — found  it  rapid, 
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his  breathing  laborious,  and  his 
skin  hot  ;  but  not  one  of  the  symp- 
toms could  I  get  from  the  patient 
or  attendants.  The  Turks  have 
the  ridiculous  idea,  that  a  doctor 
ought  to  know  every  disease  by 
applying  the  fingers  to  the  wrist. 
I  thought  from  what  I  observed, 
I  was  warranted  in  taking  blood 
in  this  case.  I  did  so  ;  but  no 
sooner  had  I  bound  up  the  arm, 
than  I  was  requested,  for  the  first 
time,  to  examine  the  other  hand, 
which  I  did,  and,  to  my  utter  as- 
tonishment, found  two  of  the  fin- 
gers carried  away,  the  bones  pro- 
truding ;  and  then  only  was  I  in- 
formed, that  the  patient  was  in 
the  army,  and  had  lost  his  fingers 
a  week  before  by  the  explosion 
of  a  gun. 

I  suspected  at  once  the  occur- 
rence of  locked-jaw  ;  I  felt  his 
neck  ;  it  was  like  a  bar  of  iron  : 
the  man  had  been  laboring  under 
tetanus  for  three  days,  and  died 
the  following  morning.  You  may 
well  conceive  my  indignation  at 
such  incredible  stupidity  as  the 
attendants  exhibited  here,  and  my 
choler  at  being  told  the  result 
"had  been  written  in  the  great 
book  of  life,"  and  could  not  be 
avoided  or  deferred.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  I  certainly  would  not  have 
bled  him,  had  I  any  reason  to  sus- 
pect the  affection  of  which  he 
died.  You  may  imagine  how  dif- 
ficult it  is  for  a  medical  man  to 
treat  such  people  ;  and,  conse- 
quently, how  rarely  they  are  be- 
nefited by  him.  There  are  few 
Mahometans  who  do  not  put  faith 
in  amulets  ;  I  have  found  them  on 
broken  bones,  on  aching  heads, 
and  sometimes  over  love-sick 
hearts.  The  latter  are  worn  by 
young  ladies,  and  consist  of  a  leaf 
or  two  of  the  hyacinthus,  which 
the  Turks  call     inus-charuini  :" 


this  is  sent  by  the  lover,  and  is 
intended  to  suggest  the  most  ob- 
vious rhyme,  which  is  "  ydskeru- 
mi,"  and  implies  the  attainment 
of  their  soft  desires. 

Sometimes  these  amulets  are 
composed  of  unmeaning  words, 
like  the  abracadabra  of  the  ancient 
Greeks  for  curing  fevers,  and  the 
abracalans  of  the  Jews  for  other 
disorders.  At  other  times  they 
consist  simply  of  a  scroll,  with  the 
words  Bismillahj — >"  In  the  name 
of  the  most  merciful  God,"  with 
some  cabalistical  signs  of  the 
Turkish  astrologer  Geffer  ;  but 
most  commonly  they  contain  a 
verse  of  the  Koran. 

I  think  the  most  esteemed  in 
dangerous  diseases,  are  shreds  of 
the  clothing  of  the  pilgrim  camel, 
which  conveys  the  Sultan's  annual 
present  to  the  sacred  city  :  these 
are  often  more  sought  after  than 
the  physician,  and  frequently  do 
more  good  than  the  physician,  be- 
cause greater  faith  is  put  in 
them. 

.  The  most  common  of  all  these 
charms  is  the  amber  bead,  with  a 
triangular  scroll,  worn  over  the 
forehead,  which  the  Marabouts 
and  the  Arab  sheiks  manufacture, 
and  is  probably  an  imitation  of  the 
phylacteries  which  the  Jews  were 
commanded  "  to  bind  them,  for  a 
sign,  upon  their  hands,  and  to  be 
as  frontlets  between  their  eyes." 
It  would  be  well  if  no  more  pre- 
posterous and  disgusting  remedies 
were  employed;  but  I  have  taken 
off  from  a  gun-shot  wound  a  roast- 
ed mouse,  which,  I  was  gravely 
informed,  was  intended  to  extract 
the  ball. 

A  less  offensive  and  a  more 
common  application  to  wounds,  is 
a  roasted  fig.  I  believe  old  wo- 
men prescribe  it  for  gumboils  in 
England,  and  the  practice  is  as 
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old  as  Isaiah,  who  ordered  "  a 
mass  of  figs"  to  Hezekiah's  boil. 

Of  all  Turkish  remedies,  the 
vapor  bath  is  the  first  and  most 
efficacious  in  rheumatic  and  cuti- 
cular  diseases.  I  have  seen  them 
removed  in  one-fourth  part  of  the 
time  in  which  they  are  commonly 
cured  with  us.  In  such  cases  I 
cannot  sufficiently  extol  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  Turkish  bath  : 
the  friction  employed  is  half  the 
cure,  and  the  articulations  of  eve- 
ry bone  in  the  body  are  so  twisted 
and  kneaded,  that  the  most  rigid 
joints  are  rendered  pliant. 

I  have  trembled  to  see  them 
dislocate  the  wrist  and  shoulder 
joints,  and  reduce  them  in  a  mo- 
ment :  their  dexterity  is  astonish- 
ing, and  Mohammed's  shampooing, 
at  Brighton,  is  mere  child's  play 
in  comparison.  Query, — would 
not  gout  be  benefited  by  this  re- 
medy, provided  it  could  be  really 
introduced  into  England  as  it  is 
used  in  Turkey 

As  a  luxury,  I  cannot  better 
describe  it  than  in  the  words  of 
Sir  John  Sinclair  : — "  If  life  be 
nothing  but  a  brief  succession  of 
our  ideas,  the  rapidity  with  which 
they  now  pass  over  the  mind 
would  induce  one  to  believe,  that, 
in  the  few  short  minutes  he  has 
spent  in  the  bath,  he  has  lived  a 
number  of  years." 

I  cannot  conclude  without  tell- 
ing you  how  all  Frank  medical 
men  are  teazed  by  the  Turks  for 
aphrodisiacs^  which  they  denomi- 
nate madjoun  :  I  am  solicited  for 
it  at  every  corner  ;  and  it  is  la- 
mentable to  observe,  that  hardly 
a  man  arrives  at  the  age  of  five- 
and-thirty,  whom  debauchery  has 
not  rendered  debilitated,  and  de- 
pendent on  adventitious  excite- 
ment for  his  pleasures.    The  la- 


dies, on  the  other  hand,  are  de- 
sirous of  gaining  honor  by  a  pro- 
geny like  Priam's,  but  they  have 
few  children  in  general,  for  poly- 
gamy is,  probably,  injurious  to 
population.  They  cease  not, 
however,  to  annoy  me  for  medi- 
cines to  make  them  fruitful  ;  and 
are  as  solicitous  for  specifics  as 
Rachel  was  to  obtain  from  her 
sister  some  of  the  prolific  man- 
drakes. 

I  had  always  occasion  to  ob- 
serve that  the  sick  man  was  all 
civility  and  courtesy  when  his  life 
was  in  jeopardy,  but  the  moment 
he  became  convalescent  he  treat- 
ed me  with  arrogance,  as  if  he 
had  been  ashamed  of  letting  an 
infidel  see  that  a  Moslem  was 
subject  to  the  infirmities  of  hu- 
manity. My  services  were  for- 
gotten whenever  they  ceased  to 
be  required.  All  the  other  me- 
dical men  complained  of  the  same 
ingratitude  ;  indeed,  no  physician 
opened  bis  mouth  till  the  patient 
opened  his  purse.  The  Greeks 
certainly  behave  better  in  this 
respect  ;  but  yet  there  is  that 
strange  obliquity  of  principle  in 
them,  that  I  never  doubted,  while 
a  Greek  fed  me  generously  with 
one  hand,  that  he  would  not  have 
picked  my  pocket  with  the  other 
at  the  same  moment.  Such  is 
the  low  state  of  medical  science 
in  this  country  ;  and  such  proba- 
bly it  was  in  Europe  so  late  as 
the  tenth  century.  It  has  been 
well  remarked,  that  the  state  of 
medicine  may  be  considered  as 
the  criterion  or  barometer  of  the 
science  in  a  nation.  Wherever 
science  and  refinement  have  ex- 
tended their  influence,  there  me- 
dicine will  be  most  cherished,  as 
conducive  to  the  interests  and 
happiness  of  mankind. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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II. 

OBSTINATE  CONSTIPATION. 

Case  illustrating  the  J^ecessity  of 
Actual  Examination  and  Mecha- 
nical Remedies,^ 

By  William  Cox,  M.D. 

A.  B.,  a  female,  about  60,  a  few 
weeks  ago,  became  a  patient  of 
mine.  Her  general  health  was 
good,  and  she  took  her  meals  with 
appetite.  She  was  a  woman  of 
very  sedentary  habits,  seldom  or 
never  moving  from  the  house,  or 
using  any  kind  of  exercise.  She 
stated  that  for  a  long  time  she 
had  been  subject  to  habitual  cos- 
tiveness  ;  and  that  she  was  con- 
stantly obliged  to  have  recourse 
to  opening  medicine  of  some  kind, 
without  which  the  bowels  would 
become  permanently  confined. 
Her  first  application  to  me  was 
when  she  stood  much  in  need  of 
such  medicine.  I  found  much 
difficulty  in  procuring  evacua- 
tions, which  were  effected  only 
by  strong  cathartics- in  repeated 
doses.  I  therefore  directed  her 
nurse  to  try  the  effect  of  a  daily 
use  of  warm  water  as  an  enema  ; 
and  to  throw  up  a  bulky  injection 
immediately  after  the  stomach 
was  distended  by  her  breakfast. 
I  also  advised  my  patient,  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  that 
meal,  to  make  an  effort  to  relieve 
herself;  and  by  such  means  en- 
deavor to  bring  the  bowels  into  a 
habit  of  emptying  themseJves. 
Nothing  but  gruel  was  allowtJ 
her  for  supper.  After  the  first 
attempt  to  throw  up  an  enema  of 
warm  water,  the  nurse  informed 
me  that  my  patient  had  '■^  piles 
and  also  that  "  her  body  was  much 
down.''''    Of  course,  from  this  de- 

■ '  /  '  

*  From  the  London  Medical  Gazette. 


scription,  I  concluded  that  there 
was  prolapsus  ani.  On  examining 
my  patient,  in  order  to  ascertain 
her  real  condition,  I  found  a  few 
haemorrhoides  externally  ;  but  I 
quickly  perceived  that  what  the 
nurse  had  in  the  first  instance 
mistaken  for  a  protrusion  of  the 
gut,  was  in  fact  an  actual  protru- 
sion of  scybala;  so  hard,  firm,  and 
compact,  that  although,  by  the 
repeated  efforts  and  straining  of 
the  patient,  the  anus  was  so 
stretched  as  to  be  very  open  and 
large,  yet'  she  could  not  relieve 
herself.  I  therefore  had  imme- 
diate recourse  to  mechanical 
means;  first  making  use  of  the 
handle  of  a  table-spoon,  as  a  sort 
of  scoop,  and  afterwards  of  my 
finger  ;  and,  to  my  surprise,  I 
found  the  rectum  stretched  and 
expanded  into  a  capacious  bag  or 
pouch,  and  filled  with  scybala  ; 
an  amazing  quantity  of  which  I 
removed,  some  part  of  them  being 
so  dry  as  to  crumble  into  powder 
when  crushed.  Having  perfectly 
cleared  the  gut,  as  far  as  the  fin- 
ger could  possibly  reach,  it  be- 
came a  question  whether  or  not 
there  were  other  accumulations 
of  a  similar  kind  higher  up.  That 
there  were,  I  could  scarcely 
doubt,  and  I  considered  it  indis- 
pensably necessary  that  there 
should  be  a  perfect  clearing  out 
of  the  retained  materials.  For 
this  purpose  various  means  were 
adopted.  The  patient  was  put 
into  a  warm  bath,  to  promote  re- 
laxation ;  purgatives  of  various 
kinds  were  given,  in  order  that, 
by  iheir  respective  specific  ac- 
tion, every  part  of  the  alimentary 
canal  might  be  stimulated.  Ca- 
lomel, jalap,  cathartic  extract, 
the  black  draught,  ol.  ricini,  &c., 
were  administered  in  succession 
for  some  days.    The  whole  sur- 
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face  of  the  abdomen  was  su'^ject- 
ed  to  friction  with  an  oiled  hand, 
in  a  circular  direction,  from  right 
to  left  above,  from  left  to  right 
below,  from  below  upwards  on 
the  right  side,  and  from  above 
downwards  on  the  left.  Clysters  of 
warm  water,  in  the  quantity  of  a 
pint  and  a  half,  were  thrown  up  ; 
and   the   patient   was  confined 
strictly   to  a  water-gruel  diet, 
into  which  a  portion  of  ol.  olivar. 
was  daily  put  without  her  know- 
ledge.   This  plan  was  followed 
day  after  day  for  some  time,  and 
with  the  best  effects  ;  for  during 
many  days  a  considerable  quantity 
of  faecal   matter   was  brought 
away,  of  the  most  offensive  na- 
ture ;  and  the  abdomen,  which 
before  was  full,  firm,  tense,  and 
unyielding,  now  became  reduced, 
relaxed,  and  soft.    The  motions 
gradually  assumed  a  natural  ap- 
pearance; the  aperient  medicines 
by  degrees  were  laid  aside  ;  and 
at  last,  when  there  appeared  to 
be  no  further  occasion  for  their 
use,  left  off  altogether.    A  free 
passage  throughout  the  whole  ali- 
mentary canal  appeared  to  be  re- 
established, and  a  healthy  action 
of  the  different  organs  brought 
about.    In  this  state  the  patient 
removed  to  another  part  of  the 
cpuntry,  and  I  have  not  heard 
from  her  since.    She  had  never 
been  subject  to  hernia  ;  neither 
was  there  any  disease  of  the  pel- 
vic viscera,  nor  any  thickening  or 
enlargement  of  the  uterus  or  the 
bladder,  so  as  to  press  against  the 
rectum.    After  she  became  my 
patient,  I  learned  that  the  medi- 
cal gentleman  who  previously  at- 
tended her,  had  for  a  long  time 
given  her  drastic  cathartics,  some- 
times, I  believe,  elaterium  ;  but 
all  the  evacuations  that  were  pro- 
cured must  have  passed  down,  in 


a  more  or  less  liquid  state,  be- 
tween the  sides  of  the  rectum 
and  the  hard  accumulated  faeces 
it  contained.  On  no  occasion, 
while  under  my  care,  was  she 
troubled  with  sickness  or  vomit- 
ing ;  nevertheless,  I  satisfied  ray- 
self,  by  examination,  that  there 
was  no  hernia  ;  and,  by  examina- 
tion per  vaginam,  that  there  was 
no  diseased  enlargement  of  the 
uterus,  &c. 

The  history  of  this  case  I  think 
satisfactorily  proves  that,  in  many 
instances  of  long-continued  and 
obstinate  constipation,  a  personal 
examination  of  the  patient  is  ab- 
solutely necessary.  Had_^not  this 
female  been  mechanically  reliev- 
ed, her  life  must  ultimately  have 
been  sacrificed  ;  and  doubtless 
many  a  life  has  been  lost  for  want 
of  such  examination. 

P.  S. — There  was  a  remarka- 
ble dirty  yellowness  of  skin,  or 
rather,  dirty  sallowness,  in  this 
patient;  which  I  attributed  to  the 
long  retention  of  faecal  matter  in 
the  alimentary  canal,  for  the  skin 
became  improved  in  clearness 
after  she  was  relieved. 


III. 

MEL(ENA. 

The  following  interesting  case  is 
related  in  an  English  Journal,  by  H. 
S.  Balcombe,  M.D.,  and  has  doubt- 
less many  parallels  among  us,  which 
are  but  imperfectly  understood. 
June  1st,  1828.— Mr.  H.  this  day 
requested  my  advice.  He  states 
himself  to  be  in  his  57th  year  ;  to 
have  long  labored  under  dyspep- 
sia, for  which  a  few  simple  reme- 
dies have  from  time  to  time  been 
taken,  but  that  he  has  never  un- 
dergone any  regular  course  of 
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medicine,  nor  remiUed  his  accus- 
tomed duties.  For  many  years 
he  has  devoted  the  greater  part 
of  the  day  to  business,  and  his 
spare  time  has  been  chiefly  de- 
voted to  literary  pursuits.  The 
death  of  a  very  intimate  friend, 
a  short  time  ago,  gave  him  a  se- 
vere shock,  and  first  made  him 
think  a  little  more  seiicusly  of 
his  state  of  health.  lie  complains 
of  fulness  of  the  stomach  ;  an  un- 
pleasant sense  of  fluttering  about 
the  chest ;  vitiated  :aste  ;  fulness 
and  viscidity  of  the  fauces  ;  con- 
stant nausea  ;  and  torpit^  bovveis. 
The  tongue  is  very  pale,  and 
streaked  with  yellow  ;  pulse  80, 
and  languid  ;  evacuations  pitchy 
black  ;  urine  pa^e  ;  countenance 
anxious,  and  of  a  dirty  yellow  co- 
lor ;  abdomen  distendsd,  and  soft ; 
and  pre-ssure  creatrng  no  pain  h\ 
any  part.  An  emetic  brought 
away  an  immense  quantity  of 
sordes  and  undigested  food.  Ke 
was  so  much  reHeved  by  it,  that 
another  was  given  on  the  suc<jeed- 
ing  day  with  ihe  same  e'^ect,  hut 
followed  by  considerable  hsma- 
temesis,  the  blood  being  exceed- 
ingly dark.  The  boweis  were 
well  emptied  ;  the  evacuatioiis  as 
before,  pitchy  black.  He  now 
complained  of  occasional  veriigo, 
general  restlessness,  anxiety,  and 
frequent  faintings  :  he  had  one  fit 
during  my  visit,  which  alarmed 
us  all  much  :  he  soon  recovsrec!, 
and  after  taking  a  little  food,  de- 


clared himself  much  relieved,  and 
feeling  very  comfortable. 

In  consultation  with  Dr.  Goldie, 
it  was  determined  to  give  small 
doses  of  blue  pill  and  opium  morn- 
ing and  evening  ;  the  nitric  acid 
in  infus.  ros.  ter  die,  and  to  try 
to  support  him  by  a  moderately 
generous  diet.  Under  this  plan, 
from  the  od  up  to  the  8th,  he  ap- 
peared to  improve  so  much  that 
ail  his  family  had  sanguine  hopes 
of  his  recovery,  and  our  longer 
attendance  was  thought  unneces- 
sary ;  though  both  Dr.  G.  and 
myself,  Vt'ell  aware  of  the  deceit- 
ful nature  of  the  disease,  and  of 
the  danger  that  lurked  under  all 
this  semblance  of  returning  health, 
felt  justified  in  giving  a  very  cau- 
tious prognosis,  and  in  endeavoring 
to  moderate  the  feelings  of  the 
family.  On  the  13th,  I  was  again 
summoned  to  him  hastily,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  return  of  all  his 
symptoms,  supposed  to  have  been 
brought  on  by  over-exertion,  and 
a  little  excess  in  food.  I  found 
him  very  ill  :  tongue  brown  and 
dry;  jmIsq  quick,  feeble,  and  flut- 
tering ;  syncope  upon  the  least 
exertion  ;  much  blood,  dark  and 
grumous,  passing  down.  Some 
stimulants  were  exhibited  with 
temporary  benefit  ;  but  at  9,  P. 
M.,  we  were  again  urgently  sent 
for,  and  arrived  just  as  he  had 
expired. 

Inspection  of  the  body  was  de- 
clined. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 

ANTI-SPECIFIC  NATURE  OP  VENEREAL      The  last  number  of  the  London 

Medical  and  Physical  Journal  con- 
Among  the  Antis  of  the  day,  it  would  tains  some  remarks  on  the  nature 
be  somewhat  remarkable  if  subjects  and  treatment  of  bubo  ;  the  author 
connected  with  the  medical  profes-  of  which  is  evidently  of  the  class  of 
siou  should  not  be  introduced.  modern  sceptics  in  regard  to  the  spe< 
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cific  character  of  venereal  virus.  He 
considers  the  general  cause  of  bubo 
to  be  irritation  in  the  course  of  the 
lymphatics  leading  to  the  inguinal 
glands.  Of  course,  it  may  be  occa- 
sioned by  a  local  cause  applied  to 
the  foot  or  leg,  as  well  as  by  syphi- 
litic virus  :  the  nature  of  the  intlam- 
mation  depends  on  its  common  seat, 
not  on  its  various  causes ;  conse- 
quently, the  rules  for  treatment  are 
common  to  all  cases,  without  discri- 
mination between  syphilitic  and  oth- 
ers. In  regard  to  the  general  treat- 
ment, bleeding,  purging,  and  antimo- 
nials,  are  recommended,  if  much  ex- 
citement is  present,  but  otherwise  are 
to  be  abstained  from.  Warm  appli- 
cations are  to  be  preferred  to  cold, 
even  while  the  object  is  the  discus- 
sion of  the  tumor.  The  chance  of 
effecting  this  is  considered  equally 
great  as  when  the  opposite  means 
are  employed,  and  the  danger  is 
avoided  of  leaving  that  hard,  indo- 
lent swelling,  which  so  often  remains 
when  discussion  has  been  produced 
by  cold  applications.  In  this  opinion 
we  fully  coincide  ;  and  it  is  by  no 
means  clear  to  us,  that  the  same 
principle  of  treatment  ought  not  to 
be  extended  to  other  phlegmonous 
tumors,  as  well  as  those  of  the  glan- 
dular character. 

In  the  secondary,  or  suppurating 
stage,  the  same  local  treatment  is  to 
be  continued,  and  the  abscess  gene- 
rally allowed  to  burst  of  itself.  When 
an  artificial  evacuation  is  necessary, 
the  author  advises  caustic  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  lancet, — a  preference  we 
suspect  not  very  common  at  the  pre- 
sent day.  In  this  way,  however,  it 
is  expected  to  ensure  the  entire  de- 


struction of  the  bubo,  within  a  short 
time  of  casting  off  the  slough. 

In  the  ulcerative  stage,  tonic  treat- 
ment is  sometimes  required,  and  oc- 
casionally some  caustic  substance,  or 
the  mercurial  ointment,  is  needed  as 
a  local  stimulus.  Mercury,  in  every 
other  form,  is  held  to  be  inadmissible 
or  useless  throughout  the  progress  of 
the  disease,  whatever  be  its  charac- 
ter or  origin.  The  distinction  of 
buboes  into  scrofulous  and  venereal, 
is  regarded  as  wholly  useless  ;  as  no 
benefit  is  thought  likely  to  arise  from 
treating  venereal  buboes  upon  any 
other  principle  than  that  of  meeting 
general  indications,  without  reference 
to  the  remote  cause. 

The  views  above  stated  are  cer- 
tainly entitled  to  attention,  and  seem, 
on  the  whole,  to  be  gaining  ground 
in  the  medical  community.  We 
confess  ourselves,  however,  disposed 
to  receive  these  anti-specific  doc* 
trines  with  considerable  distrust. 
Before  the  introduction  of  mercury 
in  the  treatment  of  syphilis,  it  had  in 
its  various  forms  been  treated  on 
general  principles,  and  we  know 
that  its  ravages  were  dreadful.  Since 
that  period,  also,  attempts  have  been 
frequently  made,  and  as  frequently 
abandoned,  to  dispense  with  its  qse. 
Sarsaparilla,  mezereon,  &c.,  have  had 
their  day,  and  are  not  likely  to  be 
revived  ;  while  the  anti-syphilitic 
powers  of  mercury  have  maintained 
their  reputation  through  all  these 
vicissitudes,  and  have  now  acquired 
an  importance  in  the  opinions  and 
the  practice  of  the  profession,  which 
it  will  require  much  time,  and  many 
facts  in  addition  to  those  we  now 
possess,  materially  to  impair. 
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ALOES. 

A  WRITER  in  the  Medical  Gazette, 
denies  that  the  apprehensions  enter- 
tained of  this  drug,  as  tending  to  pro- 
duce or  aggravate  haemorrhoidal  af- 
fections, are  well  founded.  Haenior- 
rhoids,  indeed,  are  not  necessarily 
connected  with  the  use  of  any  ca- 
thartic. They  occur  in  loose  as  well 
as  in  costive  habits  ;  but  in  the  last 
case,  which  is  a  frequent  one,  as 
aloes  is  frequently  found  a  conve- 
nient article  for  procuring  stools,  and 
is  often  resorted  to  for  that  purpose, 
it  has  hence  unjustly  acquired  the 
reputation  of  an  agent  in  producing 
them.  The  mode  in  which  it  is 
supposed  to  do  this,  is  by  stimulating 
the  lower  part  of  the  rectum  ;  but, 
notwithstanding  this  general  impres- 
sion, there  exists  no  proof  that  the 
article  produces  its  principal  effect 
on  this  portion  of  the  passage.  It  is 
much  more  probable,  that  its  chief 
action  is  exerted  on  the  colon, 
and  that  the  rectum  acts  in  conse- 
quence of  the  stimulus  of  distention 
after  the  fseces  are  conveyed  there. 
The  author  argues  further  that,  con- 
sidering the  very  general  use  of  the 
article  as  a  popular  remedy  in  con- 
stipation, and  that  it  enters  into  the 
composition  of  most  of  the  pills  used 
for  this  purpose,  its  eflects  ought  to 
be  visible  in  the  very  general  pro- 
duction of  piles,  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  in  those  addicted  to  the  use 
of  cathartics,  which  docs  not  appear 
to  be  the  fact. 

As  far  as  our  own  experience  on 
this  subject  extends,  we  should  be 
disposed  to  agree  with  our  author  in 
regarding  aloes,  particularly  when 
combined  with  rhubarb,  as  a  safe, 


easy,  and  effectual  cathartic,  extreme- 
ly well  adapted  for  cases  of  habitual 
constipation  in  which  it  is  found  ne- 
cessary to  have  recourse  to  articles 
of  this  description.  With  regard  to 
the  production  of  haemorrhoids,  there 
does  not,  we  have  said,  seem  much 
ground  for  attaching  much  agency  to 
aloetic  cathartics  ;  hence  we  should 
doubt,  also,  the  correctness  of  the 
very  general  prejudice  which  exists 
against  its  use  in  this  disease. — Ano- 
ther prevalent  notion  is,  that  aloes  is 
contraindicated  in  pregnancy,  as  its 
stimulating  property  extends  to  the 
organ  mainly  concerned  in  that  pro- 
cess. That  violent  catharsis  has  a 
tendency  to  interrupt  the  progress  of 
gestation,  is  abundantly  proved  ;  but 
that  this  is  especially  the  case  when 
aloes  is  employed,  has  not,  by  any 
means,been  demonstrated.  The  argu- 
ment drawn  from  its  effect  in  ame- 
norrheea,  is  imperfect  for  several 
reasons.  In  the  first  place,  the  ef- 
fect of  aloes  as  an  emmenagogue  is 
confessedly  very  uncertain  ;  and 
when  it  does  succeed,  its  modus  ope- 
randi is  mere  matter  of  conjecture. 
In  the  second  place,  the  state  of  the 
organ  is  so  materially  altered  by  the 
circumstance  alluded  to,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  reason  from  its  actual 
effect  in  one  state,  to  its  probable 
influence  in  the  other.  From  the 
effect  of  secale  cornutum  in  labor, 
great  advantages  were  at  one  time 
expected  from  its  employment  in 
amenorrhcx3a,  and  great  danger  from 
its  administration  during  the  period 
of  gestation.  Neither  of  these  anti- 
cipations has  been  verified,  and  with 
respect  to  the  former,  it  has  been 
shown  to  be  the  reverse  of  the  fact ; 
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since  the  article  alluded  to  has  been 
eraployed  in  menorrhagia  with  the 
most  decided  success.  On  the  whole, 
we  are  justified  in  suspecting  that  the 
fear  of  employing  aloes  in  pregnan- 
cy is  the  effect  of  prejudice,  rather 


than  the  result  of  experience  ;  and 
that,  administered  in  moderate  quan- 
tities, it  is  not  likely  to  be  attended 
with  more  danger  in  such  cases, 
than  other  purgatives  in  commoa 
use. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  1,  1829. 


THE    SIAMESE  BROTHERS. 

Our  readers  have  been  apprized, 
through  the  newspapers,  of  the  arriv- 
al in  this  city,  and  public  exhibition, 
of  the  united  boys  from  Siam.  On 
first  viewing  them,  the  attention  is 
arrested  by  their  healthy  and  happy 
appearance.  They  are  nearly  of  the 
ordinary  stature,  have  heads  uncom- 
monly large,  and  foreheads  higher, 
but  less  broad,  than  those  of  young 
men  generally  at  their  age.  Their 
complexion,  features,  and  counte- 
nance, are  altogether  Chinese,  and 
accord  with  tolerable  exactness.  Af- 
ter seeing  them  often,  however,  the 
peculiarities  of  each  become  more 
evident,  and  they  appear  scarcely,  if 
any,  more  resemblant  than  other 
twins  have  appeared  when  clad  in 
like  apparel. 

By  the  plate  below,  which  is  that 
already  before  the  public,  they  would 
appear  to  be  united  by  a  cartilaginous 
substance  of  an  hourglass  shape,  pass- 
ing from  the  epigastric  region  "f  one, 
and  attached  to  that  of  the  other. 
This,  however,  is  not  the  case.  The 
skin  is  continuous  from  one  boy  to 
the  other  ;  and  with  the  exception  of 
a  scar  in  the  lower  surface,  evidently 
occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the 
cord  through  which  they  were  nou- 
rished in  the  foetal  state,  it  presents 


no  mark,  blemish,  or  discoloration 
whatever.  This  scar  bears  but  little 
resemblance  to  that  usually  left  by 
the  division  of  the  umbilicus  ;  a  fact 
which  may  be  explained  in  two  ways. 
It  may  be  owing  to  some  manner  of 
performing  this  operation  among  the 
Siamese,  different  from  that  in  use 
among  us  ;  or  the  constant  pulling  on 
this  connecting  mass,  may  have 
drawn  it  out,  and  occasioned  the  long 
and  even  surface  which  it  presents. 


On  closer  examination,  the  true 
nature  of  the  union  becomes  evident. 
The  ensiform  cartilages  of  the  sterna 
are  bent  outwards,  and  united  by  li- 
gaments at  their  extremities,  forming 
a  kind  of  joint  which  adaiits  of  mo- 
tion in  various  directions.  By  the 
pulling  of  these  ligaments,  occasion- 
ed by  almost  every  movement,  the 
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integuments  below  have  been  drawn 
out,  as  it  were,  so  that  the  whole 
forms  a  band  of  union,  horizontally 
about  two  inches  broad,  and  in  thick- 
ness, vertically,  about  four  inches. 
Its  length  is  about  half  that  represent- 
ed in  the  plate,  and  was  doubtless 
originally  very  small.  The  whole 
mass  is  tough,  and  capable  of  being 
extended  very  considerably.  When 
loose,  that  is,  when  the  boys  face 
each  other  and  stand  close  together, 
if  one  hand  be  placed  above  this 
curvature  and  the  other  below  it, 
and  the  latter  be  then  pressed  forci- 
bly up,  the  hands  approach  each 
other  so  nearly,  as  to  convey  the  im- 
pression (doubtless  a  correct  one) 
that  the  intervening  substance  is  lit- 
tle more  than  the  ensiform  cartilages 
united  by  ligaments,  and  surrounded 
by  the  integuments.  The  concave 
■inner,  but  in  this  case  under,  surface 
of  these  cartilages,  is  distinctly  felt, 
but  no  pulsation  whatever  is  distin- 
guishable. 

Although  we  cannot  say  that  the 
skin  which  envelopes  this  projection 
was  originally  endowed  with  less 
sensibility  than  that  which  covers 
other  parts  of  the  body,  yet  it  is  evi- 
dent that  such  deficiency  exists  at 
present.  We  were  obliged  to  press 
it  forcibly  between  the  fingers  before 
any  mark  of  pain  was  elicited,  and 
we  were  informed  by  the  attendant 
that  he  had  often  pinched  it  during 
their  slumbers  without  disturbing 
them. 

The  precise  effect  of  this  physical 
union,  on  the  intellectual  faculties, 
the  moral  sentiments,  and  animal 
propensities  of  these  boys, — its  influ- 
ence on  the  functions  of  the  different 


organs,  and  how  far  it  would  commu- 
nicate or  modify  the  effects  of  mor- 
bid or  medicinal  agents,  are  subjects 
on  which  we  shall  not  enter.  No 
opportunity  has  yet  presented  of  ob- 
serving the  influence  which  disease 
or  medicine  in  one,  would  exert  on 
the  other ;  but  circumstances  do  not 
appear  to  justify  the  least  suspicion 
of  any  mental  individuality.  Whis- 
pering in  the  ear  of  one,  conveyed 
no  sense  of  sound  to  the  other.  Vo- 
latile salts  applied  to  the  nostrils  of 
one,  produced  in  the  other  only  a 
curiosity  to  try  the  same  experiment 
on  himself.  Pinching  the  arm  of 
one,  was  attended  by  no  sensation 
in  the  other.  Being  desirous  of  as- 
certaining if  there  was  anij  point 
where  both  felt,  we  made  an  impres- 
sion with  the  point  of  a  pin  in  the 
exact  vertical  centre  of  their  connect- 
ing link  ;  both  said  it  hurt  them.  We 
then  made  other  impressions,  extend- 
ing them  very  gradually  further  from 
this  point :  the  result  was,  that  with- 
in the  distance  of  three-fourths  of  an 
inch  from  the  centre  toward  each 
boy,  sensation  was  communicated  to 
both  by  a  single  prick ;  beyond  this 
it  was  excited  in  one  only,  the  other 
perceiving  it  in  no  degree  whatever. 
This  experiment  was  remarkably 
satisfactory,  and  we  apprehend  that 
farther  than  here  exhibited,  the  two 
youths  must  be  considered,  whilst  in 
a  state  of  health,  as  free  and  inde- 
pendent agents,  and  the  functions  of 
all  the  other  organs  as  unconnected 
as  those  of  their  brains. 

Twins  generally  resemble  each 
other  in  intellect  and  disposition,  as 
well  as  in  person,  and  this  is  particu- 
larly the  case  with  the  boys  in  ques- 
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tion.  When  to  this  natural  resem- 
blance we  add  the  habit  they  have 
contracted  of  acting  simultaneously 
and  in  concert,  we  shall  be  less  sur- 
prised than  we  might  at  first  be,  at 
the  facility  with  which  their  various 
movements  are  performed,  and  the 
quickness  with  which  one  responds 
to  the  inclinations  of  the  other. 

In  the  course  of  their  voyage,  they 
would  not  only  run,  we  are  told,  and 
leap  with  great  agility  and  without 
interfering  with  each  other,  but  climb 
to  the  mast-head  as  fast  as  any  sailor 
on  board  the  ship.    They  are  seldom 
observed  to  converse  with  each  oth- 
er, and  the  concert  with  which  they 
act  seems  to  be  almost  instinctive. 
In  playing  the  game  of  drafts,  e.  g,, 
which  they  learnt  with  great  ease, 
being  of  a  people  naturally  fond  of 
games  and  gambling,  they  were  ob- 
served to  decide  on  their  moves  al- 
most instantaneously,  and  to  make 
them  with  a  quickness  and  air  of  de- 
cision sufficiently  characteristic  of  all 
their  movements.    In  the  course  of 
the  game,  sometimes  one  and  some- 
times the  other  would   make  the 
move ;  they  appeared  to  have  the 
same  plans,  and  always  acquiesced 
in  the  moves  of  each  other.  Yet 
they  sometimes  play  against  each 
other  ;  but  so  strong  is  their  habit  of 
co-acting,  that  such  games  go  on  with 
less  freedom  than  when  opposing  a 
third  person. — Their  alvine  evacua- 
tions generally  occur  at  the  same 
time  ;  their  appetites  and  tastes  are 
all  very  much  alike  ;  and  they  appear 
not  only  contented  but  happy,  and 
extremely  attached  to  each  other. — 
Capt.  Coffin  was  informed  by  their 
mother  that  she  bad  borne  seven- 


teen children.  Once  she  had  three 
at  a  birth,  and  never  less  than  two  ; 
though  none  of  her  other  children 
were  in  any  way  deformed. 

The  question  naturally  arises  in 
the  mind  of  every  observer,  could 
not  this  connecting  substance  be  di- 
vided without  injury  to  the  boys? 
We  do  not  pretend  to  solve  this 
problem,  which  after  all  can  only  be 
fully  decided   by  the   experiment ; 
but  we  hesitate  not  to  say  that,  after 
several  very  accurate  examinations^ 
our  impressions  are  that  such  division' 
would  be  a  detriment  only  to  the 
very  respectable  and  obliging  gentle- 
man who  offers  them  for  exhibition. 
The  anatomical  structure  of  this  bond 
of  union  is  apparently  simple,  and 
we  regard  the  fact  that  children  so 
united  should  have  been  ushered  into 
the  world  with  safety  to  themselves 
and  their  mother,  that  they  should 
have  escaped  the  ills  and  early  fatali^ 
ty  which  usually  attend  such  prodi- 
gies, that  they  should  have  grown  up' 
to  the  age  of  18  years  in  the  uniform 
exercise  of  mutual  good  will  and  a 
spirit  of  mutual  accommodation,  and 
that  they  should  be  so  perfectly  con- 
tented with  their  lot,  and  so  happy 
in  all  the  various  unpleasant  circum- 
stances in  which  they  are  placed,  as 
far  more  remarkable  than  that  such 
a   deformity  should  have  existed. 
Instances  of  foetuses  united  much 
more  closely  than  are  these  boys, 
are  by  no  means  rare  in  the  books  or 
cabinets  of  anatomists.    The  mode 
of  union  is  very  various,  being  some- 
times at  the  hips,  backs,  or  sides  ; 
several  cases  are  related  by  Paree 
and  Tulpius,  in  which  the  connection 
was  at  the  abdomen.    In  the  Fhilo- 
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sophical  Transactions  is  an  account 
of  two  children  thus  united,  born 
near  Manch(3ster,  Eng.  in  1752. — In 
1748,  Dr.  Parsons  connmunicated  to 
the  Royal  Society  an  account  of 
a  still-birth  not  very  unlike  that  of 
the  boys  now  exhibited.  The  foe- 
tuses were  united  from  the  umbilicus 
to  the  upper  part  of  the  sternum,  and 
the  single  cord  by  which  they  were 
nourished,  entered  the  connecting 
medium  at  a  central  point  on  its  lower 
surface. — Dr.  Cotton  Mather  com- 
municated to  a  learned  friend  in 
England  a  similar  case,  of  which  he 
was  eye-witness,  and  which  occurred 
in  this  city  in  1713  ;  and  a  double 
foetus,  born  in  this  country  at  a  much 
later  period,  is  now  preserved,  and 
deposited,  if  we  mistake  not,  in  the 
anatomical  cabinet  of  a  neighboring 
medical  institution. 

Most  monsters  have  been  stillborn, 
and  of  the  few  who  have  been  living, 
a  very  small  proportion  have  surviv- 
ed many  days.  The  most  remarka- 
ble, and,  as  far  as  our  memory  goes, 
the  only  case  on  record  of  such  mon- 
sters acquiring  the  adult  age,  occur- 
red in  Hungary  more  than  a  century 
ago.  Two  females,  Judith  and  He- 
len, born  in  Szona  in  1701,  were 
united  at  the  lower  part  of  the  back. 
They  had  between  them  but  one  ure- 
thra, and  one  passage  for  the  faecal 
evacuations.  Their  bodies,  abating 
the  deformed  part  alluded  to,  were 
well  shaped,  and  their  faces  beauti- 
ful. They  were  intelligent,  and,  like 
the  boys  of  Siam,  not  only  content- 
ed, but,  in  the  language  of  their  fa- 
ther, "  both  brisk  and  merry."  Like 
them,  also,  these  girls  had  not  their 
feeling  common  any  where  but  in 


the  place  of  their  conjunction." 
When  one  stooped  she  lifted  the 
other  on  her  back,  and  when  one 
went  forward  the  other  was  drawn 
backward.  One  would  sometimes 
sleep  whilst  the  other  was  awake, 
and  though  tenderly  attached,  their 
inclinations  were  not  always  the 
same.  These  Hungarian  sisters  were 
well  educated  and  well  bred  ;  they 
could  speak  four  different  languages, 
and  sing  very  prettily.  They  lived 
to  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  they  were  exhibited 
in  different  parts  of  Europe,  and  both 
died  together  in  1723. 


CHIRAYITA  HERB. 

The  virtues  of  this  remedy,  with  a 
case  of  leucorrhoea  cured  by  it  by 
Dr.  Blundell,  will  be  found  referred 
to  in  page  174  of  this  volume  of  the 
Journal.  As  a  tonic  and  stomachic 
remedy,  it  appears  to  be  gaining  fa- 
vor with  the  profession  abroad,  and 
we  are  happy  to  apprise  our  readers 
that  it  has  found  its  way  across  the 
Atlantic,  and  is  now  for  sale  by  Eb- 
enezer  Wight,  Apothecary,  in  Milk 
Street.  The  last  number  of  the  Lon- 
don Gazette  of  Health  contains  the 
history  of  a  clergyman  at  Clifton, 
who  after  having  suffered  severely 
and  many  years  from  dyspepsia,  ac- 
companied by  distressing  nervous 
headach  and  a  high  degree  of  excita- 
bility of  the  nervous  system,  was  en- 
tirely cured  by  the  chirayita. 


TANNIN  IN  MENORRHAGIA. 

The  Revue  Medicale,  of  the  month  of 
September  last,  contained  some  ob- 
servations of  Fata  on  the  good  effects 
of  tannin  in  the  above  disease.  When 
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these  observations  met  the  eye  of 
Cavalier,  he  was  attending  a  young 
woman,  33  years  of  age,  affected 
with  hemorrhage  from  the  uterus,  for 
the  cure  of  which  he  had  employed 
various  means  in  vain.  It  must  be 
observed,  that  this  female  had  been 
subject,  for  many  years,  to  a  bleeding 
from  the  anus,  which  increased, 
but  without  deranging  the  course  of 
the  menstrual  discharge.  But  after 
a  violent  affection  of  the  mind,  this 
bleeding  became  much  worse,  and  a 
uterine  hemorrhage  also  took  place. 
At  length  M.  Cavalier  prescribed  the 
tannin,  in  doses  of  two  grains  every 
two  hours.  On  the  first  day,  some 
amendment  was  perceptible  ;  on  the 
second,  the  flux  of  blood  from  the 
anus  ceased  ;  and  on  the  third,  the 
monorrhagia  was  stopped,  giving 
place  to  an  abundant  leucorrhoea, 
but  this  also  diminished  under  the 
continued  use  of  the  same  remedy, 
and  the  patient  became  convalescent. 
The  same  author  also  relates  the 
case  of  a  young  girl  of  17,  who  was 
affected  with  uterine  hemorrhage  in 
consequence  of  using  violent  exercise 
during  the  period  of  menstruation. 
She  had  employed  all  the  common 
remedies,  including  extract  of  rhata- 
ny  and  opium.  Everything  having 
been  useless,  he  prescribed  the  tan- 
nin, and  with  success  equally  prompt 
as  in  the  first  instance  ;  for,  at  the 
end  of  four  days,  the  discliarge  had 
entirely  ceased. 

Case  of  Tetanus  cured  hy  Bleed- 
ing.— A  man,  of  about  30  years  of 
age,  after  working  very  hard,  expe- 
rienced severe  pains  in  the  vertebral 
column  :  he  was  attacked  by  locked- 
jaw,  to  which,  in  a  few  days,  succeed- 
ed tetanus  and  emprosthotonos.  In 
the  course  of  nineteen  days,  he  was 
bled  eight  times  from  the  arm  :  the 
four  first  bleedings  were  performed 
in  the  first  two  days,  from  three  to 
four  pallets  each.  In  the  same  time, 
six  hundred  and  eighty  leeches  were 
applied  along  the  spine,  two  or  three 
warm  baths  were  administered,  and 


every  morning  and  evening  a  simple 
clyster,  with  an  addition  of  25  drops 
of  laudanum,  which  were  gradually 
increased  to  105  drops.  The  patient 
was  cured. — It  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  notwithstanding  the  great  loss 
of  blood,  the  pulse  continued  both 
very  full  and  very  frequent.  The 
man  was  so  little  weakened,  that  on 
the  fourth  day  of  his  convalescence 
he  was  in  a  condition  to  walk. 


Intertnittent  Tetanus. — A  woman, 
67  years  of  age,  was  affected  with 
whitlow  on  the  thumb  of  the  right 
hand  :  the  first  phalanx  being  detach- 
ed, the  wound  healed  :  a  fortnight 
afterwards  a  pricking  pain  was  felt 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  cicatrix, 
which  extended  little  by  little  to  the 
whole  arm,  following  the  course  of 
the  median  nerve  :  this  pain  lasted, 
from  five  minutes  to  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  and  returned  once  every  day. 
After  the  lapse  of  a  few  months,  tris- 
mus and  opisthotonos  were  added  to 
the  other  symptoms.  The  thumb 
was  amputated,  and  the  disease  did 
not  reappear.  On  examining  the 
amputated  part,  it  was  observed  that 
the  cicatrix  was  cartilaginous,  and 
that  a  nervous  twig  that  was  imbed- 
ded in  it,  was  of  a  deep  red  color  for 
the  extent  of  a  line  and  a  half. — 
Heidelberger  Clineche  Annalen. 

Poisoned  Sugai'-Plums.  —  The 
French  chemists  have,  at  different 
times,  pointed  out  the  danger  of  eat- 
ing colored  "  bonbons."  In  a  recent 
number  of  the  Clinique,  it  is  stated 
that  many  accidents  have  very  lately 
occurred  in  Paris  from  this  cause. 
We  have  never  known  such  accident 
in  this  countr}',  though  children  eat 
them  very  freely. 


REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 
The  week  ending  August  22,  at  noon. 
Ofbilious  fever,  1 — consumption,  1 — cholera 
morbus,  1 — child-bed,  1 — dysentery,  2— en- 
largement of  the  heart,  1 — infantile,  4 — liver 
complaint,  1 — measles,  4 — old-age,  1 — spasms, 
2— teething,  1.  Males,  7— females,  13.  To- 
talj  20. 
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EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

RICHARD  A.  NEWELL,  Druggist, 
respectfully  acquaints  the  physicit.ns 
and  families  of  the  city,  that  he  has  mace 
arrangements  with  one  of  the  first  mercan- 
tile houses  on  the  continent,  to  be  regu- 
larly supplied  with  the  Genuine  Medici- 
nal l^eech.  He  has  now  on  hand  a  fresh 
supply,  just  received,  which  are  for  sale. 

N;  B.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  gen- 
uine Leeches  by  the  usual  way  has  in- 
duced him  to  make  the  above  arrange- 
ment at  considerable  expense,  and  he 
hopes  it  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
medical  faculty.  Summer-street,  oppo- 
site Purchase-street. 

Sept.  I.  3t. 


HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

MEDICAL  LECTURES. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard 
University  will  begin  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  College,  Mason-street, 
Boston,  the  third  WEDNESDAY  in  Octo- 
ber next,  the  21st,  at  nine  o''clock,  A.  M. 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Warrejv. 

Chemistry,  Dr.  Webster. 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence, 
Dr.  Channing. 

Materia  Medica,  Dr.  Bigelow. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Dr.  Jack- 
son. 

Stn dents  attending  the  Medical  Lec- 
tures are  admitted,  without  /ee,  to  the 
Surgical  Operations  and  Clinical  Practice 
of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
during  the  course?. 

Aug.  4.       W.  CHANNING,  Dean. 
eoptOct21. 


NEW  LONDON  WORK. 

JUST  received,  by  CARTER  &  HEN- 
DEE,  corner  of  Washington  and 
School  streets,  A  Chemical  Catechism ; 
in  which  the  Elements  of  Chemistry,  with 
the  recent  discoveries  in  the  Science,  are 
clearly  and  fully  explained.  Illustrated 
fa}'  Notes,  Engravings  and  Tables,  and 
containing  an  Appendix  of  select  Experi- 
ments, &c.  By  Thomas  Graham,  M.D. 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  London,  &;c.  &c. 

C.  &:  H.  have  also  just  received.  Ele- 
ments of  Chemistry.  By  Andrew  Fyfe, 
M.D,  F.R.S.E. 


EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  269  Wash- 
ington street,  corner  of  Winter  street, 
has  just  received  a  fresh  supply  of  EURO- 
PEAN LEECHES,  extra  large  and  in 
prime  order.  Also,  by  the  late  arrivals,  a 
general  assortment  of  MEDICINE. 

*#*  Strict  personal  attention  paid  to 
Physicians'*  prescriptions  and  to  the  com- 
pounding and  delivery  of  Family  Medi- 
cine, and  all  favors  gratefully  received. 
Sept.  1. 


MEMOIRS  OF  DR.  GOOD. 

JUST  published  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
TER &  HENDEE,  Memoirs  of  the 
Life,  Writings,  and  Character,  Literary, 
Professional,  and  Religious,  of  the  late 
John  MasonGood, M.D.  F.R.S.  F.R.S.L. 
Mem.  Am.  Phil.  Soc.  and  F.L.S.  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, &c.  &c.  &;c.  By  Olinthus 
Gregory,  LL.D.  Aug.  11. 

BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTI- 
TUTION. 
fpHE  Annual  Course  of  LECTURES 
A  will  commence  on  the  first  Thurs- 
da}'  in  September,  and  continue  fifteen 
weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  by  H.  H. 

Childs,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  J.  D.  Wells, 

M.D. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  S.  W,  W^illiAms, 
M.D. 

Theoretical  and  Operative  Surgery,  S. 

White,  M.D.  and  S.  P.  White,  M.D. 
Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Obste- 
trics, C.  B.  Coventry,  M.D. 
Chemistry,  Botany,  Mineralogy  and  Na- 
tural Philosophy,  C.  Dewy,  M.D. 
Matriculation  ticket,  $  3.  Fee  for  Lec- 
tures, $  40.  Library  ticket,  $  1.  Gradu- 
ation, $  15,50.     Board,  including  wash- 
ing, lodging  and  room,  $  1,75  a  week. 
Pillsjield,  July  22,  1829.  aug4tsepl30 

MEMOIR  OF  DR.  HOLYOKE. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
TER &  HENDEE,— A  Memoir  of 
Edward  A.  Holyoke,  M.D.  LL.D.,  pre- 
pared in  compliance  with  a  vote  of  the 
Essex  South  District  Medical  Society. 

Carter  &  Hendee  have  just  received  the 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 
No  8,  August,  1829.— C.  &  H.  receive 
subscriptions  for  this  valuable  work,  and 
can  supply  the  numbers  from  its  com- 
mencement. Aug.  18. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  tbrpe  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

CASE  OF  DISEASED  URETHRA,  WITH 
RETENTION  OF  URINE. 

Extraordinary  Measures  adopted 
by  M.  Roux. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  an  old  man 
was  admitted  under  the  care  of  M. 
Roux.  The  case  of  this  patient, 
already  sufficiently  severe,  present- 
ed a  character  still  more  serious 
and  important,  in  consequence  of 
the  extraordinary  measures  resort- 
ed to  by  the  surgeon  for  its  relief. 
M.  Roux,  on  questioning  the  man, 
discovered  that  he  had  only  once 
had  a  gonorrhoea  in  his  youth,  but 
that  the  water  had  been  passed 
w^ith  difficulty  for  some  time  ;  that 
he  had  neglected  what  he  had  con- 
sidered only  as  an  inconvenience, 
but  that,  within  the  few  last  days, 
there  had  been  a  complete  reten- 
tion. Not  only  did  the  urethra 
appear  much  contracted,  but  it 
was  evident  that  the  canal  had  un- 
dergone a  rupture  (neither  the  seat 
nor  extent  of  which  could  be  deter- 
mined), since  there  was  a  urinous 
abscess  developed  in  the  perineum. 
The  first  indication,  of  course,  was 
to  pass  the  catheter,  and  to  draw 
o(f  the  urine  contained  in  the  blad- 
der ;  but  after  many  attempts  with 
various  instruments,  this  was  found 
to  be  impossible,  and,  considering 
M.  Roux's  dexterity,  he  had  great 
right  to  presume  that  any  other 
person  would  equally  have  failed. 
However,  in  examining  the  patient 
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carefully,  the  tumor  observed  in 
the  hypogastric  region  was  thought 
not  to  belong  entirely  to  the  mere 
distention  of  the  bladder  :  it  w^as 
not  globular,  smooth,  and  resisting; 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  very  irre- 
gular ;  it  extended  upwards  to- 
wards the  right  tlank  ;  it  was  be- 
sides soft,  and  a  certain  fluctuation 
was  perceptible.    In  consequence 
of  this,  M.  Roux,  although  he  had 
discovered  the  existence  of  stric- 
ture in  the  urethra,  and  consequent- 
ly of  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
size  of  the  bladder,  fancied  that 
this  tumor  was  a  purulent  collec- 
tion, first  originating  in  the  cellular 
tissue  of  the  perineum,  but  com- 
municating with  that  of  the  pelvis, 
and  extending  to  the  right  flank. 
One  other  circumstance  seemed  to 
strengthen  this  opinion,  which  was, 
that  whilst  attempts  were  made  to 
pass  the  catheter,  a  bloody  pus  es- 
caped by  the  upper  end  of  the  in- 
strument, and  on  pressing  the  peri- 
neum, a  still  larger  quantity  escap- 
ed.   There  was  nothing  to  exclude 
the  idea  of  a  communication  be- 
tween the  two  tumors.    M.  Roux, 
agitated  by  these  suppositions,  was 
uncertain  as  to  what  line  of  conduct 
he'should  adopt;  certainly  the  most 
obvious  and  simplest  plan  was  to 
penetrate  into  the  bladder  by  the 
natural  passage,  but  unluckily  he 
had  been  unable  to  accomplish  this, 
notwithstanding  all  his  address.  It 
appeared  certain  that  the  extremity 
of  the  catheter  penetrated  into  the 
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perineal  abscess  ;  the  continual  es- 
cape of  the  pus  proved  this.  Obliged 
to  abandon  all  his  efforts  in  that 
direction,  and  leaning  to  the  opinion 
that  the  hypogastric  tumor  was  an 
abundant  collection  of  pus,  he  de- 
cided upon  making  an  opening  into 
the  abdomen.  He  aftei  wardssaid, 
that  had  he  been  well  convinced 
that  this  tumor  was  merely  the 
bladder  in  a  state  of  distention,  he 
should  have  been  content  with  sim- 
ply puncturing  it  ;  but  he  feared 
(should  that  not  be  the  case)  to 
wound  the  bladder  unnecessarily. 
He  therefore  wished  not  to  open 
the  bladder,  and  yet  he  made  an 
incision  two  or  three  inches  long, 
in  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen, 
parallel  to  the  linea  alba,  and  im- 
mediately above  the  pubes.  He 
divided  the  parts  layer  by  layer,  so 
as  only  to  involve  the  abdominal 
parietes  ;  but  such  was  the  size  of 
the  bladder,  and  its  adhesion  to 
those  parietes  (as  he  said)  that  his 
instrument  passed  at  once  into  its 
cavity.  Immediately  an  abundant 
discharge  of  fluid  ensued,  which 
was  recognized  as  urine  tinged  with 
blood;  there  was,  therefore,  on  this 
side,  only  the  common  re&:ult  of  a 
complete  retention  of  urine  ;  howe- 
ver, the  opening  w^as  enlarged,  so 
as  to  permit  a  gum  elastic  cathe- 
ter of  a  very  large  size,  to  be  in- 
troduced and  left  in  the  bladder. 
Soae  trials  of  rather  a  singular 
nature  w^ere  then  made  :  not  only 
was  an  instrument  again  introduced 
into  the  urethra  in  the  ordinary 
manner,  but,  as  the  finger  of  the 
operator,  inserted  through  the 
wound  he  had  made,  was  able  to 
reach  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  it 
struck  him  to  pass  a  catheter  in 
this  direction  also  :  it  was  guided 
by  the  finger  into  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  and  having  passed  a  cer- 
tain space,  probably  the  prostatic 


portion,  it  also  was  stopped  by  tlie 
stricture.  The  operator,  there- 
fore, held  two  catheters  at  the 
same  time  ;  one  reaching  from  the 
orifice  of  the  penis  to  the  stricture, 
the  other  from  the  wound  in  the 
abdomen,  through  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  to  the  same  spot;  and  thus 
he  could  appreciate,  in  some  de- 
gree, he  said,  the  space  contained 
between  the  two  extremities  of  the 
instruments.  Such  was  the  first 
result  of  this  severe  and  long  ope- 
ration. The  patient  was  then  per- 
mitted to  rest  until  the  next  day, 
the  23d. 

On  that  day,  M.  Boyer  examined 
the  patient,  and  he  thought  it  ne- 
cessary, as  well  as  M.  Roux,  with 
the  double  intention  of  opening  the 
perineal  abscess  and  giving  a  more 
favorable  issue  to  the  urine,  to 
make  a  large  incision  of  the  integu- 
ments parallel  to  the  raphe,  below 
the  testicles,  and  thus  to  open  the 
urethra.  This  incision  was  there- 
fore made  by  M.  Roux,  who  after 
having  passed  a  catheter  by  the 
wound  in  the  abdomen,  thought  he 
felt  the  point  sutficiently  to  enable 
him  to  make  it  a  guide  for  the  rest 
of  the  operation  ;  that  is,  for  the 
incision  into  the  urethra.  This 
was  a  conductor  rather  of  a  novel 
s[)ecies  :  a  very  large-sized  gum 
elastic  catheter  w^as  finally  pushed, 
by  this  new  passage,  into  the  blad- 
der ;  and  as  that  was  considered 
sufficient,  the  other  was  withdrawn. 

About  an  hour  and  a  half  after 
the  operation,  a  pretty  considerable 
hemorrhage  took  place  from  the 
wound  in  the  perineum.  M.  Boy- 
er was  still  in  the  amphitheatre, 
and  he  discovered  that  the  bleeding 
proceeded  from  a  small  arterial 
branch  of  the  internal  pudic  :  it 
was  readily  seized  by  the  forceps, 
and  secured.  From  that  time  the 
urine  chiefly  flowed  through  the 
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catheter,  and  very  little  was  ob- 
served at  the  upper  orifice  ;  ne- 
vertheless, considerino;  the  man's 
age,  the  loss  of  blood,  and  the  se- 
verity of  the  operations  he  had 
undergone,  there  was  nothing  en- 
couraging in  his  condition.  On 
the  24th,  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  [)atient  died,  his  state 
of  tranquillity  being  only  disturbed, 
two  hours  previous  to  his  death, 
by  delirium. 

J^ecropsy. — The  body  external- 
ly was  remarkably  thin,  and  the 
abdomen  greatly  tumefied,  from 
which,  when  opened,  a  great 
quantity  of  foetid  gas  escaped. 
The  anterior  parietes,  divided 
transversely  about  the  navel,  was 
turned  down  towards  the  pubes. 
The  peritoneum  presented  scarce- 
ly any  trace  of  inflammation,  with 
very  little  serum,  or  redness,  and 
no  false  membrane.  The  ante- 
rior parietes  of  the  bladder  ad- 
hered to  the  abdomen  above  its 
ordinary  connexion,  and  the  inci- 
sion had  penetrated  at  once  into 
that  viscus.  M.  Boyer  himself, 
having  sawn  through  the  pubes, 
removed  all  the  parts,  including 
the  rectum  :  he  afterwards  pro- 
longed the  incision  made  during 
life,  to  the  anterior  part  of  the 
bladder,  and  a  little  pus  was  ob- 
served disseminated  between  the 
peritoneal  and  muscular  coats  ; 
this  latter  was  greatly  thickened, 
so  as  to  be  five  or  six  lines  thick. 
In  the  interior  it  presented  thick 
fleshy  columns,  resembling  those 
of  the  heart  ;  between  these  co- 
lumns were  large  cells,  especially 
towards  the  bottom  of  the  blad- 
der. All  the  neighborhood  of  the 
wound  in  the  abdomen  was  filled 
with  coagulated  blood.  M.  Boy- 
er, with  the  help  of  a  grooved 
sound,  divided  the  upper  part  of 
the  urethra  from  behind  forwards, 


and  the  following  particulars  were 
observed  : — The  prostatic  portion 
was  sound,  the  prostate  itself  only 
presenting  those  small  connexions 
found  generally  in  old  men  ;  but 
the  bulb  of  the  urethra  was  the 
seat  of  the  disease.  An  irregular 
opening  was  situated  on  the  right 
side,  communicating  with  the  ab- 
scess of  the  perineum.  The  in- 
cision made  by  M.  Roux  was  be- 
fore the  stricture,  or  rather  the 
closing  of  the  urethra,  which  ex- 
tended for  about  an  inch.  The 
rest  of  the  canal  ivas  sound.  The 
abscess  occupied  but  a  short 
space,  and  the  cellular  membrane 
in  its  vicinity  was  indurated. — 
La  Clinique,  28  Avril. 


II. 

LIGATURE   OF  THE  COMMON  CAROTID. 

The  following  case  of  the  success- 
ful application  of  a  ligature  to  the 
common  carotid,  for  the  purpose  of 
arresting  hemorrhage  from  a  wound 
in  the  artery  passing  through  the  pa- 
rotid gland,  has  been  recently  report- 
ed in  the  Journal  Hebdomadaire.  It 
was  performed  at  a  hospital  in  Lis- 
bon, where  the  art  of  surgery  is  cul- 
tivated with  boldness  and  success. 
In  the  same  hospital,  the  iliac  was 
recently  tied  for  an  aneurism  in  the 
groin.  The  ligature,  which  was  of 
catgut,  was  left  in  the  wound.  The 
result  of  this  case,  also,  was  success- 
ful, the  patient  having  been  dis- 
charged on  the  85lh  day. 

E.  DuARTE,  aet.  44,  of  middle 
stature  and  sanguine  tempera- 
ment, addicted  to  spirits,  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Hospital  St.  Jo- 
seph at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
Feb.  27th,  1825,  having  a  wound 
about  fourteen  or  fifteen  lines  in 
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extent,  made  with  a  cutting  in- 
strument, on  the  left  side  of  the 
face  on  the  parotid  gland.  On 
introducing  the  linger,  it  was  as- 
certained that  the  wound  took  the 
direction  of  the  pharynx.  The 
patient  stated  that  he  had  receiv- 
ed the  injury  at  half  past  six,  and 
lost  a  large  quantity  of  blood  at 
the  moment  from  the  external 
opening,  and  a  little  from  the 
mouth.  The  slightest  movement 
of  the  jaw  brought  on  copious 
bleeding  ;  the  face  was  pale,  the 
pulse  scarcely  to  be  felt,  and  the 
limbs  cold. 

As  it  would  have  been  difficult 
to  secure  the  vessel  at  the  site  of 
the  wound,  it  was  deemed  more 
expedient  to  take  up  the  common 
carotid,  and  this  was  immediately 
done  by  M.  J.  Lorenzo  de  Cruz, 
in  the  manner  recommended  by 
Mr.  Hodgson.  He  went  on  with- 
out anything  very  remarkable  till 
the  thirty-seventh  day,  when  he 
was  seized  with  violent  hemor- 
rhage from  the  lower  orifice  ;  the 
blood,  from  its  quantity,  color,  and 
the  rapidity  with  which  it  flowed, 
had  every  appearance  of  being  ar- 
terial :  he  fainted,  and  remained 
long  in  that  state.  Compression 
was  employed,  and  when  he  reco- 
vered from  the  syncope  he  was 
bled  to  the  extent  of  five  ounces. 
He  was  placed  on  rigorous  diet 
and  absolute  rest.  The  bleedin'jj 
did  not  return,  and  on  the  66th  day 
he  was  discharged,  the  wound 
having  entirely  healed. 


III. 

mCSlSTANCK  TO  POISON. 

The  following  remarkable  and  al- 
most incredible  account,  was  publish- 
ed in  H  late  number  of  the  London 
Journal  of  Belles  Leltres.    The  prin- 


cipal facts  it  contains,  were  substan- 
tiated in  a  subsequent  cynimunication 
to  that  Join  nal,  from  Dr.  J.  Gordon 
Smith,  who  was  an  eye-witness  of 
the  exploits  of  Mr.  Chabert,  and  who 
is  the  author  of  several  able  works 
on  the  subject  of  poisons,  &c. 

On  Tuesday  we  had  an  opportuni- 
ty, at  the  Argyll  Rooms,  of  wit- 
nessing the  extraordinary  powers 
possessed  by  M.  Chabert,  of  re- 
sisting the  effect  of  poisons,  either 
internally  or  externally.  M.  Cha- 
bert is  the  individual  whose  equal- 
ly wonderful  capability  of  with- 
standing heat  has  been  shown  by 
his  remaining  shut  up  in  ovens  dur- 
ing a  long  period,  and  under  a  de- 
gree of  temperature  far  above  that 
which  would  have  destroyed  any 
other  living  creature.  The  expe- 
riments on  the  present  occasion, 
were  exhibited  to  a  private  party 
of  some  fifteen  persons,  including 
Dr.  J.  Gordon  Smith,  Mr.  Titus 
Bury,  tiie  surgeon,  and  other  sci- 
entific ipen.  Having  armed  him- 
self by  the  antidote  which  he  has 
found  to  be  a  guard  against  animal 
poisons,  M.  Chabert  swallowed 
forty  grains  of  phosphorus^  in  the 
presence  of  the  astonished  compa- 
ny.* The  phosphorus  was  distinct- 
ly put  upon  his  tongue  by  a  gentle- 
man, and  beyond  all  doubt  fairly 
taken  into  the  stomach, — nearly,  if 
not  quite  enough,  we  presume,  to 
have  killed  all  those  who  saw  this 
feat  done.  His  next  exploit  wax 
to  sup  two  spoonsful  of  oil,  at  330 
degrees  by  the  thermometer,  i.  e., 
120  degrees  above  the  heat  of 
boiling  water.  This  he  did  without 
any  apparent  inconvenience;  though 


*  The  enormity  of  this  dose  will  ap- 
pear, by  referring  to  an  article  of  intelli- 
g'ence  on  our  479th  page,  entitled  Death 
from  Phosphorus." 
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the  spoon  remained  for  minutes  so 
hot  that  no  one  could  bear  to  touch 
it  with  his  hand.  Finally,  M. 
Chabert  held  his  head  directly  ovei* 
and  in  the  midst  of  the  fumes  of 
arsenic,  which,  diffusing  over  a 
large  room,  speedily  became  too 
potent  to  be  inhaled  with  impunity 
by  any  other  being  who  was  pre- 
sent. After  all  this  (we  add  with 
something  like  satisfaction  at  his 
escape,  and  at  our  own  good  luck 
in  not  being  accessories  to  murder 
or  suicide),  we  had  the  pleasure  to 
see  the  performer  eat  a  good  dinner 
and  drink  his  wine,  just  as  if  he 
had  taken  a  rusk  and  a  sip  of.  sher- 
bet, by  way  of  whet. 

As  it  may  be  asked,  to  what 
useful  purpose  can  these  astonish- 
ing proceedings  contribute  ?  vye 
should  assert,  that  M.  Chabert 
affirms  his  ability  to  save  the  lives 
of  men  from  every  species  of  poi- 
son ;  and  that  his  antidotes,  admi- 
nistered in  adequate  time  after  the 
poison  has  been  swallowed,  are  as 
effectual  as  if  previously  taken. 
He  farther  says,  that  he  has  three 
antidotes, — one  a  preservative 
against  vegetable,  another  against 
animal,  and  a  third  against  mine- 
ral, poisons  ;  so  that  those  of  the 
whole  kingdoms  may  be  met  and 
overcome.  Even  the  fatal  hydro- 
cyanic, or  prussic  acid,  he  profess- 
es to  take  with  safety  ;  and,  from 
having  withstood  the  bites  of  vipers 
and  other  venomous  creatures,  he 
is  of  opinion  that  his  remedy  would 
be  a  specific  against  the  bite  of 
mad  dogs,  and  a  cure  for  hydropho- 
bia. Now,  without  pledorino:  our- 
selves  to  unhesitatmi^  faith  on  all 
these  points,  we  cannot,  seeing 
what  we  have  seen  with  our  own 
eyes,  doubt  that  M.  Chabert's 
knowledge  of  antidotes,  and  expe- 
rience with  respect  to  poisons,  is 


eminently  worthy  of  medical  inves- 
tigation-; and,  if  he  really  possess 
such  important  secrets,  that  they 
ought  to  be  ascertained,  and  he 
largely  rewarded  as  a  public 
benefactor.  It  is  for  these  rea- 
sons that  we  have  published  this 
account,  and  that  we  invite  our 
physicians,  chemists,  and  other 
people  of  scientific  intelligence, 
to  inquire  into  M.  Chabert's  pre- 
tensions, and,  if  they  are  sooth, 
to  establish  them  for  the  good  of 
mankind. 

We  may  here  take  the  opportu- 
nity of  mentioning  that  M.  Orfila, 
the  celebrated  French  chemist, 
has  recently  been  making  a  series 
of  experiments  with  hydrocyanic 
acid,  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining the  proper  means  of  re- 
storing a  person  to  life,  where  it  is 
practicable,  after  taking  that  poi- 
son. Hitherto  the  remedies  pre- 
scribed have  been  strons:  infusions 
of  coffee  and  oil  of  turpentine  ;  but 
seldom  with  good  effect.  M.  Or- 
fila recommends,  first,  an  emetic  ; 
second,  the  application  of  ammo- 
niacal  or  chlorurated  water  to  the 
nostrils,  bleeding  from  the  arm, 
and  the  application  of  leeches  be- 
hind the  eafs  ;  third,  the  affusion 
of  cold  water,  in  the  way  prescrib- 
ed by  a  German  physician,  M. 
Erbot.  M.  Orfila  states  that  these 
means  will  restore  the  patient,  un- 
less the  quantity  of  prussic  acid 
taken  has  been  very  great.  In  or- 
der to  ascertain  the  presence  of 
this  poison,  he  recommends  the  use 
of  nitrate  of  silver,  by  which  the 
acid  will  be  precipitated  in  the 
form  of  cyanure  of  silver.  In  case 
of  poisoning  by  opium,  he  recom- 
mends, previous  to  the  administra- 
tion of  emetics,  a  strong  decoction 
of  nutgalls,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
composing the  opium. 
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IV. 

TUMOR  WITHIN  THE  ILIUM. 

Some  Account  of  the  Disease  and 
Examination  of  the  Body  of  the 
late  Dr.  J.  G.  Coffin,  of  this 
City  ;  Communicated  in  a  Letter 
to  the  late  Dr.  Gorham. 

Brookfidd,  Jan.  26,  1829. 
My  Dear  Sir, — It  was  the  re- 
quest of  the  late  Dr.  Coffin,  that 
I  should  investigate  the  nature 
and  seat  of  his  disease  by  an  exa- 
mination after  death,  and  should 
communicate  the  result  to  your- 
self and  Dr.  Hayward,  who  had 
administered  to  his  relief  while  in 
Boston.  This  task  I  have  most 
cheerfully  performed,  and  feel 
happy  that  a  man  so  distinguished 
by  his  scientific  acquirements, 
should  have  made  the  request, 
accompanied  with  this  noble  sen- 
timent,—that,  "as  he  could  be 
no  longer  useful  while  living,  he 
wished  to  be  so  after  death."  I 
prefix  a  short  history  of  his  dis- 
ease, which  (if  you  think  it  worth 
while  to  publish  the  notes  of  the 
examination)  may  be  published 
with  them  in  the  Medical  Journal. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  with  much  respect, 
Your  obliged  servant, 

John  Homans. 

John  G.  Coffin,  M.D.,  possess- 
ed a  good  constitution,  which, 
though  not  of  the  firmest  order,  yet, 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  enabled 
him  to  perform  his  professional  la- 
bors without  two  successive  days' 
confinement  by  bodily  indisposition, 
until  August,  1827.  His  labors 
did  not  consist  merely  in  visiting 
the  sick.  In  that  month,  he 
was  attacked  with  severe  pain  in 
the  right  side,  just  below  the  ribs, 
which  he  supposed  to  be  colic, 
having  been  subject  to  it  for  many 
ytiars.    This  pain  continued  for 


forty-eight  hours  with  little  or  no 
intermission,  attended  with  con- 
stipation of  the  bowels  and  nausea. 
On  the  3d  day,  after  copious  dejec- 
tions, he  was  so  far  relieved  as  to 
be  able  to  ride  a  short  distance. 
After  this,  his  digestive  organs 
became  impaired  ;  he  grew  fee- 
ble, had  inclination  to  evacuate 
the  bladder  frequently,  followed 
by  pain  over  the  symphysis  pubis, 
and  always  felt  uneasiness,  vary- 
ing in  intensity  only,  in  the  right 
side,  the  seat  of  the  first  pain. 
In  this  state  he  remained  for  se- 
veral months,  but  gradually  de- 
clining in  strength,  and  diminishing 
in  size  and  weight,  till  the  follow- 
ing June,  when  he  went  to  Phila- 
delphia, thence  to  Newberg, — 
whence  he  returned  to  Boston, 
much  exhausted  by  an  exacerba- 
tion at  Newberg.  In  October  he 
had  another  severe  attack,  and  a 
fourth  in  December.  After  this 
he  came  to  Brookfield  by  slow 
stages.  For  several  months  a 
diarrhoea  had  attended  him  ;  this 
now  increased  so  as  to  reduce  him 
to  the  bed,  when,  on  thi^  17ih  and 
18th  inst.,  he  underwent  the  last 
severe  sufferings  by  an  attack 
much  like  the  former  ones.  He 
survived  this  but  a  few  days,  and 
died  on  Friday,  the  23d  inst.  The 
symptoms  in  all  these  attacks 
were  similar,  the  pain  occasion- 
ally extending  to  the  hips,  and  in 
the  last  attack  the  pain  was  more 
severe  in  the  left  hip  and  over 
the  left  side  of  the  pubis.  Fre- 
quent calls  for  passing  urine  at- 
tended him  throughout  the  disease. 

Examination  J  four  hour:!  after  death. 

Body  exceedingly  emaciated. 
The  right  side,  between  the  dia- 
phragHi  and  the  right  ilium,  pro- 
minent. On  dividing  the  skin  and 
muscles,  the  vessels  of  the  omen- 
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turn  were  found  turgid,  and  the 
omentum,  the  contracted  blood- 
vessels of  the  peritoneum,  and  the 
colon  and  small  intestines,  except 
the  duodenum,  were  distended. 
The  liver,  stomach,  and  duode- 
num wore  a  healthy  appearance  ; 
spleen  somewhat  enlarged,  and 
harder  than  usual  :  mesenteric 
glands  were  enlarged.  The  in- 
testines on  the  risfht  side  adhered 

o 

to  each  other  in  some  measure. 
Between  the  umbilicus  and  the 
anterior  superior  spinous  process 
of  the  ileum,  was  a  tumor,  nearly 
as  large  as  the  kidney,  enclosed 


by  the  intestine  ileum  at  its  junc- 
tion with  the  coecuirs  and  colon, 
hard,  irregular,  and  sarcomatous.* 
On  opening  the  tumor,  pus  was 
discharged  ;  it  consisted  of  flesh 
growing  from  the  side  of  the  in- 
testine. The  ileum,  for  twelve 
inches  from  this,  was  nearly  pur- 
ple. A  concretion  of  the  size  of 
a  pea,  was  found  in  the  ductus 
communis.  The  coats  of  the 
bladder  were  rigid,  and  on  the 
left  side  were  two  tumors,  one  of 
the  size  of  an  English  walnut,  the 
other  of  a  common  walnut,  caused 
by  rupture  of  the  muscular  coat. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE, 


CAPACITY  OF  THE  LUNGS. 

The  amount  of  air  which  the  human 
lungs  are  capable  of  receiving  under 
a  variety  of  circumstances,  is  very 
differently  stated  by  authors  who 
have  written  on  the  subject.  With 
a  view  to  obtain  some  accurate  re- 
sults on  this  point,  Dr.  Herbst,  of 
Gottingen,  has  instituted  some  expe- 
riments, the  results  of  which  seem 
worthy  of  considerable  confidence. 
The  apparatus  employed  by  Dr.  H. 
is  very  simple,  consisting  of  a  gradu- 
ated bell  jar  standing  in  a  vessel  of 
water,  and  having  a  stop-cock  at  its 
summit,  connected  with  a  glass  tube 
shaped  like  a  horizontal  S.  Breath- 
ing out  of  this  jar,  produced  at  first 
some  embarrassment,  and  the  func- 
tion was  not  naturally  performed. 
By  a  little  practice,  however,  the  dif- 
ficulty was  overcome,  arid  the  inspi- 
ration WHS  made  with  the  same  ease 
as  if  performed  in  the  open  air. 
The  accuracy  of  the  results  was  ve- 
rified by  causing  an  equal  number  of 


expirations  to  be  made  into  the  jar 
filled  with  water. 

The  quantity  of  air  inhaled  in  easy 
inspiration,  was  found  to  be  from  20 
to  25  inches  in  men  of  ordinary  sta- 
ture. The  extreme  capacity  of  in- 
spiration and  expiration  varied  much 
in  difl'ereni  persons.  A  robust  man, 
22  years  of  age,  after  full  inspiration, 
expired  180  inches  ;  after  full  expira- 
tion, inspired  184.  A  small  man  of 
the  same  age,  under  like  circum- 
stances, expired  144  inches.  Two 
fat  men,  otherwise  stout  and  healthy, 
did  not  exceed  140.  The  greatest 
expirations  noticed,  were  232  and 
244  inches  ;  both  in  very  powerl'ul 
men,  one  tall,  the  other  of  middling 
stature.  The  capacity  was  much 
diminished  by  tight  clothing,  and  the 
difference  in  men  when  dressed  and 
undressed  was  very  striking.  In 
women,  the  capacity  of  the  lungs  is 


*  This  tumor  is  now  in  the  anatomical 
cabinet  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
College. 
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much  inferior  to  that  of  men  ;  the 
greatest  expiration  mentioned  being 
144  inches.  .  From  experiments  of 
the  bodies  of  men  who  died  suddenly 
when  in  health,  Dr.  H.  found  that 
the  lungs,  when  diste'nded  as  far  as 
possible  without  tearing  them,  never 
held  more  than  186  inches.  This 
fact,  in  connection  with  those  above 
stated,  seems  to  show  that  very  little 
air  can  remain  in  the  lungs  after  a 
forcible  expiration.  The  capacity 
of  the  lungs  is  very  much  diminished 
by  disease.  The  full  inspirations  of 
two  individuals  affected  with  phthisis, 
were  42  and  46  inches.  Animals, 
in  proportion  to  their  weight,  have  a 
much  greater  capacity  than  men  ;  a 
fact  which  corresponds  to  the  advan- 
tage they  possess  in  point  of  muscular 
strength.  The  capacity  of  the  lungs 
in  grown  up  cats,  is  from  20  to  24 
inches,  and  in  dogs  the  disproportion 
is  equally  great.  Tlie  speed  possess- 
ed by  these  animals,  and  the  length 
of  time  they  can  continue  in  motion 
without  fatigue,  must  depend  in  part 
on  this  circumstance. 


ULCERS  ON   THE  CORNEA. 

A  VALUABLE  paper  on  this  subject 
appeared  in  the  July  number  of  the 
Edinburgh  Journal.  Mr.  Wilson, 
the  author,  treats  generally  of  those 
ulcers  on  the  cornea  which  penetrate 
the  stricture,  and  permit  a  discharge 
of  the  aqueous  humor.  This  unfor- 
tunate occurrence  may  be  known  by 
a  gradual  failure  of  sight  from  morn- 
ing till  night,  and  a  restoration  of  it 
in  the  morning  ;  by  a  shrivelling  of 
the  ball  of  the  eye  in  the  evening  ; 
or  by  actual  niicroscopic  examination. 
The  first  symptoms- are  ascribed  to 


the  circumstance,  that  the  humor  is 
discharged  in  the  greatest  quantity 
when  the  eye  is  in  motion,  and  the 
well-known  physiological  fact,  that 
this  humor  is  reproduced  with  great 
rapidity.  In  the  treatment  of  ulcers 
on  the  cornea,  Mr.  B.  comes  to  the 
following  conclusions : — 

"  1.  Caustic  ought  to  be  very  cau- 
tiously applied  in  ulcers  of  the  cor- 
nea ;  for  if,  by  its  incautious  applica- 
tion, repeated  sloughs  are  formed,  an 
opening  will  be  made  through  the 
whole  thickness  of  the  cornea,  and 
the  eye  will  be  exposed  to  the  de- 
structive changes  of  structure  above 
described. 

"  2.  When  protrusion  of  the  iris 
takes  place  from  a  sloughing  ulcera- 
tion of  the  cornea,  no  attempt  should 
be  made  to  replace  it  into  its  nattiral 
position.  It  is  rather  to  be  consider- 
ed a  fortunate  event,  as  the  only  way 
by  which  the  further  destruction  of 
the  eye  may  be  prevented. 

"3.  This  natural  process  by  which 
a  breach  in  the  cornea  is  repaired, 
may,  in  some  cases  where  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  eye  is  threatened,  be 
advantageously  imitated  by  art.  This 
might  be  accomplished  by  making 
pressure  upon  the  eyeball,  or  a  small 
hook  might  be  introduced  through 
the  opening  in  the  cornea,  with  whi<;h 
a  portion  of  the  iris  might  be  drawn 
out  and  strangulated  so  as  to  adhere. 
In  performing  this  operation,  care 
should  be  taken  to  draw  out  the  ci- 
liary rather  than  the  pupillary  part 
of  the  iris,  in  order  that  the  size  of 
the  pupil  may  be  diminished  as  little 
as  possible." 


ACTION  OP  THE   ARTEIUES  IN  THE 
CIRCULATION. 

The  question  as  to  the  seat  of  the 
motive  powers  which  produce  the 
circulation,  has  been  more  or  less 
agitated  ever  since  the  time  of  Har- 
vey, and  seems  likely  to  exercise  the 
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ingenuity  of  physiologists  for  a  con- 
siderable period.  Among  other 
doubts,  it  has  been  doubted  whether 
an  actual  dilatation  of  the  arteries 
occurs  among  the  s^'stole  of  the  heart. 
To  determine  this  point,  some  inge- 
nious experiments  were  made  by  M. 
Poiseuille,  of  Paris,  on  the  carotid  ar- 


tery of  a  horse.  The  result  of  these 
was,  that  at  each  pulsation  the  capa- 
city of  the  vessel  was  increased  by 
about  a  thirtieth  part.  Of  course, 
during  the  diastole,  the  artery  restor- 
ed itself,  by  its  elasticity,  to  the  same 
diameter  which  it  previously  pos- 
sessed. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  8,  1829. 


ANTIQUITY  OF  SMALLPOX. 

There  is  certainly  no  subject  con- 
nected with  medical  science,  which, 
in  proportion  to  its  real  importance, 
has  been  more  earnestly  and  zealous- 
ly investigated,  than  that  of  the  ana- 
logy which  may  be  traced  between 
ancient  diseases  and  those  which 
constitute  the  nosology  of  modern 
times.  Not  only  have  the  medical 
works  of  former  days  been  most 
carefully  translated  and  commented 
on  with  this  view,  but  there  is  scarce 
a  passage  in  any  sacred  or  profane 
author  descriptive  of  disease,  but  it 
has  been  so  amended,  explained,  and 
amplified,  as  to  become  a  complete 
description  of  some  modern  malady. 
Indeed,  so  great  has  been  the  inge- 
nuity of  some  commentators,  that  all 
difficulties  have  vanished  before 
them ;  and  such  their  confidence, 
that  neither  the  acknowledged  igno- 
rance of  their  authors  in  medicine, 
the  paucity  of  the  facts  detailed,  nor 
the  ambiguity  of  the  language  in 
which  they  are  described, — an  am- 
biguity almost  inseparable  from 
the  terms  of  science  in  the  more  an- 
cient languages, — can  inspire  them 
with  any  doubt  as  to  the  accuracy  of 
their  conclusions.     This,  however, 


has  generally  been  noticed  where 
there  was  some  peculiar  theory,  a 
priori,  to  be  supported.  Men  of 
learning,  not  biassed  in  this  way,^ 
have  acknowledged  the  difficulty  at-, 
tending  these  investigations;  and  the 
diversity  of  results  obtained  by  dif^ 
ferent  persons  from  the  same  pre-, 
mises,  bear  ample  testimony  to  the 
sincerity  of  the  confession. 

These  remarks  have  been  suggest- 
ed to  us,  in  the  present  instance,  by 
some  speculations  of  Dr.  Baron,  the 
distinguished  author  of  the  life  of 
Jenner, — the  object  of  which  is  to 
show  that  the  disease  of  smallpox, 
instead  of  being,  as  is  generally  ima- 
gined, of  comparatively  modern  ori- 
gin, has  in  fact  existed  from  the  ear- 
liest times,  and  certainly  as  far  back 
as  the  days  of  Moses.  Whether  this 
point  is  sufficiently  made  out  or  not, 
we  will  not  say  ;  but  some  of  the  ci- 
tations on  which  he  builds  his  theory, 
appear  to  afl'ord  to  it  but  a  slender 
foundation.  He  finds  smallpox  in 
the  boils  inflicted  on  the  ancient 
Egyptians,  smallpox  in  the  pesti- 
lences of  ancient  Rome,  and  small- 
pox in  the  plague  of  Athens.  In 
respect  to  the  first  discovery,  we 
apprehend  the  Doctor  is  indebted 
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for  it,  in  a  considerable  degree,  to 
his  own  imagination.  In  point  of 
probability,  it  is  very  much  upon  a 
par  with  the  irreverent  suggestion  of 
a  late  writer  on  syphilis,  who  conjec- 
tured that  the  malady  with  which 
David  describes  himself  as  afflicted, 
(Ps.  38,)  could  be  no  other  than  the 
one  at  present  known  by  that  title. 

To  suppose  that  a  disease  express- 
ly recorded  as  miracult)us,  and  as 
visited  on  a  people  for  their  punish- 
ment, was  entailed  on  mankind  from 
that  period,  although  no  allusion  is 
made  to  such  a  fact  in  the  sacred 
history,  and  no  trace  can  be  disco- 
vered of  anything  similar  for  a  thou- 
sand years  after,  certainly  seems  a 
little  extravagajit.  As  for  the  pesti- 
lence which  so  often  visited  Rome, 
the  accounts  of  it  by  the  historians 
are  too  vague  to  warrant  any  precise 
inference,  and  many  circumstances 
which  must  almost  necessarily  have 
been  noticed  in  smallpox,  are  omit- 
ted. The  plague  of  Athens  is  more 
accurately  described  by  Thucydides, 
who  possessed  peculiar  advantages, 
and  probably  recorded  what  he  saw 
in  language  which,  to  those  for  whom 
he  wrote,  was  perfectly  clear  and 
unambiguous  ;  yet,  as  translated  into 
English,  his  description  conveys  but 
an  imperfect  idea  of  the  precise 
symptoms.  The  most  striking  and 
exact  portion  of  it,  is  thus  rendered 
by  Dr.  B.  : — "  Some  persons,  from 
no  ostensible  cause,  but  on  a  sudden, 
being  in  health,  were  first  seized 
with  violent  heals  of  the  head,  and 
redness  and  inflammaiion  of  the  eyes  ; 
and  as  to  the  interior  of  the  head, 
the  throat  and  tongue  were  imme- 
diately bloody,  and  the  breath  emit- 


ted, bad  and  foetid.  Next  after  these 
symptoms,  sneezing  and  hoarseness 
came  on,  and  in  a  little  while  the 
disease  descended  into  the  chest, 
with  a  violent  cough.  And  when  it 
settled  in  the  stomach,  it  both  turned 
it,  and  all  offscourings  of  bile  that 
have  been  named  by  physicians  suc- 
ceeded, and  these  with  great  distress. 
The  greater  part  were  affected  with 
a  fruitless  hiccough,  attended  with 
strong  spasm  ;  with  some,  having 
immediate  interval  of  ease,  with  oth- 
ers much  later.  And  the  body  to 
the  outward  touch,  was  not  very  hot, 
neither  was  it  pale  ;  but  somewhat 
red,  livid,  effloresced  with  small  pus- 
tules and  blotches."  That  some  of 
the  phenomena  above  mentioned  are 
also  those  of  smallpox,  is  certainly 
true  ;  but  the  resemblance  is  by  no 
means  sufficient  to  determine  the 
identity  of  the  diseases,  even  making 
son)e  allowance  for  the  change  which 
smallpox  may  have  undergone  in  the 
course  of  transmission  through  a  se- 
ries of  generations.  A  person  dis- 
posed to  prove  that  a  severe  form  of 
measles  or  scarlet  fever  existed  in 
former  times,  might  find  many  points 
in  the  description  of  Thucydides  to 
confirm  his  theory  ;  and  it  is  only  by 
coming  to  the  examination  of  such 
subjects  with  a  mind  wholly  unpre- 
judiced, that  any  one  can  hope  to 
arrive  at  just  and  correct  conclusions. 


ANATOMICAL  DISSECTION. 

Mr.  Warburton's  bill  for  the  regu- 
lation of  anatomical  schools  in  Eng- 
land, while  its  fate  was  uncertain, 
found  very  various  degrees  of  lavor 
in  the  eyes  of  different  individuals  of 
the  profession.    Its  failure,  however, 
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will  check  the  cavils  of  its  opposers, 
and  will  probably  be  regarded  as  a 
misfortune  by  the  whole  medical 
community.  Its  provisions  were 
briefly  as  follows  : — That  a  commis- 
sion should  be  appointed,  to  consist 
of  not  more  than  seven  persons,  the 
majority  of  whom  should  be  non- 
professional, and  none  of  them  en- 
gaged in  any  school  of  anatomy. 
These  commissions  were  to  have  tiie 
power  of  granting  licenses  for  the 
establishment  of  anatomical  schools, 
of  inspecting  the  mode  in  which  they 
were  conducted,  and  of  forming  a 
code  of  laws  for  their  due  Regulation. 
That  no  person  should  keep  a  school 
for  dissection  of  human  bodies,  or 
perform  such  dissection,  or  permit  it 
to  be  performed,  in  any  place  belong- 
ing to  him,  without  license  from  this 
commission,  under  penalty  of  one 
hundred  pounds.  That,  whenever 
any  person  died  in  a  prison,  hospital, 
or  workhouse,  and  the  body  was  not 
claimed  within  three  days  by  any 
friends  or  relatives,  it  should  be  law- 
fiil  for  the  person  having  the  care 
thereof,  to  deliver  the  same  to  any 
party  duly  licensed  as  above,  for  the 
purpose  of  dissection.  That,  if  any 
person,  during  his  life-time,  by  writ- 
ing or  before  witnesses,  declared  his 
wish  to  be  dissected  after  death,  it 
should  be  lawful  for  his  administra- 
tors, if  they  saw  fit,  to  deliver  up  the 
body  for  that  purpose.  That,  to  any 
person  wishing  to  dissect  privately, 
not  being  connected  with  any  school, 
the  commissioners  should  be  author- 
ized to  grant  a  license  for  a  sum  not 
exceeding  tVo  pounds.  That  every 
person  receiving  a  body  for  dissec- 
tion, should  receive  with  it  a  minute 


of  the  date  of  delivery,  of  the  name, 
age,  sex,  and  place  of  abode  of  the 
deceased,  and  enter  the  particulars 
on  a  book  to  be  kept  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  commission.  That  the 
remains  of  every  body  after  dissec- 
tion, should,  at  the  expense  of  the 
party  dissecting,  be  enclosed  in  a 
separate  coffin  and  interred  with  the 
rites  of  Christian  burial,  and  an  entry 
be  made,  in  the  parish  register,  of 
the  date  of  burial,  the  name,  age,  and 
abode  of  the  deceased,  and  the  name 
of  the  officiating  minister. 

Such  is  a  brief  outline  of  this  bill, 
which,  in  its  technical  form,  includes 
eighteen  separate  enactments,  and 
presents  to  the  legally  unlearned 
reader,  a  somewhat  formidable  and 
forbidding  aspect. 

We  have  said  that  there  existed 
concerning  it  considerable  discrepan- 
cy of  opinion  ;  and  we  may  add  that, 
on  the  whole,  it  was  not  viewed  with 
much  favor  by  those  for  whose  bene- 
fit it  was  intended.  Some  inconve- 
nience and  difficulty  wore  appre- 
hended from  the  mode  proposed  for 
the  granting  of  licenses ;  and  the 
provision  for  the  burial  of  the  dead 
was  regarded  as  useless  and  cumber- 
some. Such  as  it  is,  however,  it 
would  certainly,  in  its  operation, 
have  tended  to  prevent  those  gross 
outrages  which  the  cultivators  of  ana- 
tomy are  obliged  to  commit  or  en- 
courage, and  remove  many  of  the 
obstacles  which  now  oppose  them- 
selves to  the  acquisition  of  that  sci- 
ence. The  s(d)jects  were  to  be  ob- 
tained from  the  prisons,  hospitals, 
and  almshouses, — all  institutions  sup- 
ported at  the  public  expense, — and 
the  former  because  their  inmates  are 
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guilty  of  crimes  which  render  thera 
unworthy  to  associate  with  their  fei- 
low-raen.  Three  days  were  allowed 
for  the  application  of  friends,  and 
during  this  time  the  body  migh(  be 
taken  by  any  person  who  claimed  it, 
for  interment.  The  provision  which 
regards  the  minutes  to  be  kept  by  the 
dissector,  made  it  necessary  for  eve- 
ry one  having  a  subject,  to  be  ready 
to  show  that  it  came  fairly  into  his 
possession  ;  and  the  penalties  affixed 
to  the  violation  of  this  and  the  other 
provisions,  were  such  as  might  be 
supposed  to  ensure  their  faithful  exe- 
cution. On  the  whole,  it  is  the  last 
effort  for  the  legislative  protection 
of  anatomy  abroad,  that  will  proba- 
bly be  made  for  a  long  period  ;  and 
the  friends  of  humanity  may  well  la- 
ment that  it  should  have  been  attend- 
ed with  so  little  success. 


SUBCARBONATE  OF  AMMONIA. 

%ts  Effect  on  the  Cutaneous  Func- 
tions. 

The  value  of  the  Subcarbonate  of 
Ammonia  in  diseases  of  the  skin  is 
but  very  partially  known.  Dr.  Wil- 
kinson wrote  a  pamphlet  recommend- 
ing it  several  years  ago  ;  but  his 
praises  were  so  extravagant,  and  his 
cases  of  cure  so  wonderful,  that  his 
work  never  received,  we  apprehend, 
the  credence  and  general  perusal 
which  it  merits.  We  have  often 
found  chronic  diseases  of  the  surface, 
which  could  not  be  reached  by  or- 
dinary remedies,  extremely  ready  to 
submit  to  the  power  of  Ammonia. 
It  should  however  be  given  in  much 
larger  doses  than  usually  prescribed, 
and  theie  should  be  repeated  more 
frequently.     15y  way  of  illustrating 


this  subject,  we  beg  leave  to  refer 
tho  reader  to  the  following  satisfac- 
tory, and  by  no  means  extravagant 
case,  which  recently  occurred  at  the 
Hospital  St.  Louis  at  Paris. 

"  P.  M.,  38  years  old,  emaciated, 
and  of  a  very  weak  constitution,  ob- 
served, in  the  month  of  July,  a  par- 
ticular eruption  on  his  forehead;  this 
having  been  suppressed  for  a  time, 
by  a  nostrum,  the  composition  of 
which  was  unknown,  soon  returned 
again,  with  a  tendency  to  form  ul- 
cers, and  began  to  spread  over  the 
whole  body.  On  his  admission  into 
the  hospital  in  September,  under  the 
care  of  M.  Biett,  he  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing state  : — Almost  the  whole  of 
his  body,  but  especially  the  inferior 
extremities,  were  covered  with  ulcer- 
ating pustules  of  different  sizes;  in 
the  centre  of  each  pustule  there  was 
a  pr«)mine()t,  black,  very  hard  crust, 
surrounded  by  a  white  ulcerating 
margin  ;  the  epidermis  round  the  ul- 
cers presented  a  copper-colored  de- 
fined areola.  In  these  pustules, 
where  the  crusts  had  been  detached, 
the  surface  was  excavated,  much  in- 
jected, and  covered  by  greyish-white 
tenacious  matter  ;  the  skin  between 
the  pustules  exhibited  livid  blotches, 
the  scars  of  former  ulcers.  The 
patient  had,  in  1814,  successively 
been  affected  with  gonorrhoea,  chan- 
cre, and  bubo,  and  had  never  had 
recourse  to  a  proper  mercurial  treat- 
ment ;  he  was  married,  and  his  wife, 
who  had  borne  several  healthy  child- 
ren, had  never  presented  any  signs 
of  infection.  His  general  health 
was  good. 

"  M.  Biett,  having  for  some  time 
employed  cinnabar  fumigations,  and 
the  alkaline  bath,  prescribed  the 
Subcarbonate  of  Amn)onia,  from  the 
use  of  which  he  had,  in  similar  cases, 
observed  very  satisfactory  effects. 
Tiie  patient  took  a  drachm  daily  ; 
and  this  being  borne  very  well,  and 
without  the  least  disturbance  of  the 
digestive  organs,  the  dose  was  aftei- 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL.  411 


wards  increased  to  two  and  even  to 
three  drachms.  The  crusts  were 
gradually  detached,  and  the  excavat- 
ed ulcers  became  more  superficial 
and  assumed  a  healthy  appearance; 
so  that  the  patient,  after  having  used 
the  Subcarbonate  of  Ammonia  for 
twenty  days,  was  perfectly  cured." 


PREGNANCY,  COMPLICATED  WITH  MA- 
LIGNANT TUMORS. 

Rosalia  Julten  was  married  in  1822, 
at  the  age  of  27,  and  after  the  lapse 
of  three  months,  nnscarried,  the  foetus 
apparently  of  about  six  weeks.  Nine 
months  after  this  her  husband  died. 
The  widow,  greatly  affected,  suffered 
from  derangement  of  health  ;  she  ob- 
served, notwithstanding  the  menses 
were  regular,  that  her  abdomen  in- 
creased in  size  ;  a  sense  of  weight 
obstructed  her  in  walking,  and  she 
had  frequent  desire  to  pass  her  urine. 
In  the  course  of  three  years,  the  size 
of  the  abdomen  increased  slowly, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  liine  it  assunied 
the  appearance  of  a  person  about 
four  or  five  months  gone  with  child. 
M.  Troussei,  consulted  in  1826,  re- 
cognized in  the  hypogastric  region 
a  hard,  round,  indolent  tumor,  dip- 
ping down  into  the  pelvis,  easily  de- 
tected by  the  touch  either  through 
the  rectum  or  vagina,  having  about 
the  size  of  the  head  of  a  full-grown 
foetus.  This  tumor  had  depressed 
the  uterus,  but  without  deranging  the 
menstruation,  or  disordering  any  of 
the  otfier  functions.  From  the  above 
period  the  abdomen  did  not  increase 
in  volume,  the  general  health  conti- 
nued good,  and,  in  January,  1828, 
the  woman  was  married  again.  In 
the  month  of  April  following,  there 
was  reason  to  suspect  pregnancy  : 
the  abdomen  enlarged  so  as  to  make 
walking  troublesome  :  shooting  pains 
in  the  hypogastrium,  particularly  on 
the  right  side,  took  place  :  neverthe- 
less, the  condition  of  the  uterus  could 
ijoi  be  ascertained.  The  belly  con- 
tinued to  increase,  especially  on  the 
right  side  ;  the  patient  was  obliged 


to  ren)ain  in  the  recumbent  posture  ; 
the  pain  became  more  frequent  and 
severe  ;  sleeplessness,  emaciation, 
fever,  and  diarrhoea  ensued  ;  and 
death  took  place  on  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1828.  On  opening  the  body, 
the  abdomen  was  found  almost  en- 
tirely occupied  by  an  enormous  tu- 
mor, of  from  13  to  15  inches  in  dia- 
meter, having  a  fibrous  appearance, 
and  presenting  within  it  several  iso- 
lated cavities,  formed  in  a  scirrhous, 
encephaloid  tissue,  of  a  reddish  white 
color,  and  of  a  variable  consistence  ; 
the  uterus  was  pushed  into  the  left 
side  of  the  abdomen,  and  contained 
a  foetus  of  four  or  five  months.  In 
the  parietes  of  the  uterus,  four  small 
tumors,  of  a  fibrous  nature,  were 
found.  The  large  swelling  had  been 
developed  between  the  two  layers  of 
the  broad  ligament  ;  it  adhered  to 
the  uterus,  for  a  considerable  extent, 
by  a  dense  cellular  membrane,  and 
by  a  kind  of  pedicle,  short  and  broad^ 
about  an  inch  across,  of  a  fibrous 
nature,  intimately  united  to  the  fibres 
of  the  uterus,  and  fixed  to  the  right 
side  of  that  organ  near  the  insertion 
of  the  vagina. 

The  reporter  makes  no  mention 
of  the  relations  of  this  tumor  with 
respect  to  the  ovary  of  the  same 
side  ;  but,  from  its  situation,  it  may  \ 
be  presumed  to  have  had  its  original 
seat  in  that  organ. — Bui.  des  Sc.  M. 

Extirpation  of  the  left  Ovarium. — 
A  wonian,  38  years  of  age,  had  borne 
five  children  in  the  space  of  seven 
years.  After  her  fourth  delivery, 
she  suffered  from  inflammation  of  the 
womb  :  from  that  period  she  com- 
plained of  a  dull  pain  in  the  left  side 
of  the  hypogastrium,  and  about  a  year 
and  a  half  after  her  last  confinement, 
she  perceived  a  small  tumefaction  on 
the  left  side  :  a  few  sulphur  baths 
caused  it  nearly  to  disappear  for  a 
time,  but  latterly  it  had  extended 
over  the  abdomen.  Two  years  sub- 
sequent to  this,  her  menses  were  fol- 
lowed by  a  malignant  fluor  albus, 
which  added  to  the  debility  already 
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induced.  Dr.  Chrynier  liaving  de- 
cided on  the  nature  of  the  affection, 
and  the  patient  having  consented  to 
the  operation,  it  was  performed  by 
niakifig  an  incision  from  the  xyphoid 
cartilage  to  the  pubes,  leaving  the 
navel  to  the  right.  The  opening 
made  into  the  peritoneum  caused  a 
prolapsus  of  a  great  part  of  the  intes- 
tines :  they  were  ininiediately  etive- 
loped  in  a  warm  and  moist  cUsth. 
The  adhesions  of  th«  tumor  to  the 
peritoneum  and  to  the  edge  of  the 
pelvis  were  then  divided,  and  a  dou- 
ble ligature  was  applied  to  the  pedule 
of  the  tumor  attached  to  the  broad 
Iigan)ent,  which  was  divided  an  inch 
below  the  ligature.  The  intestines, 
which  had  been  wrapped  in  the  towel 
about  five  or  six  minutes,  were  then 
replaced  within  the  abdomen,  the 
serosity  accumulated  in  the  pelvis 
was  wiped  off  with  a  sponge,  and  the 
wound  closed  by  suture.  The  ope- 
ration lasted  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
and  the  patient  lost  only  a  few  ounces 
of  blood.  An  emulsion,  containing 
nitre,  was  ordered  immediately,  and 
hiccough,  with  cold  shivering,  show- 
ing themselves  after  some  little  time, 
some  doses  of  laudanum  were  admi- 
nistered. The  cure  was  not  inter- 
rupted by  any  accident,  and  at  the 
end  of  six  weeks  the  woman  return- 
ed to  her  native  place.  Since  this 
operation  she  has  borne  a  healthy 
child.  The  tumor  weighed  eight 
pounds,  exceeded  in  size  the  head  of 
a  child,  was  irregular  on  its  surface, 
livid  in  some  places,  and  within,  pre- 
sented cavities,  son)e  filled  with  a 
fluid  of  the  consistence  of  honey, 
and  others  with  a  greenish  and  sa- 
niuus  liquid. — Graefc  &  Walthe^s  J. 

Five  cases  (of  which  the  above  is 
the  fourth)  wherein  operations  for 
the  extirpation  of  diseased  ovaria 
were  either  attempted,  or  actually 
performed,  are  published  in  the 
"  Archives  Generales*'  for  May. 
The  above  case  was  successful.  In 
the  first,  the  tumor  was  so  attached 
that  the  extirpation  could  not  be 
performed  ;   the  abdomen  was  there- 


fore closed,  and  the  woman  escaped 
with  difficulty  from  the  consequences. 
In  the  second,  the  patient  died  thirty- 
six  hours  after  the  operation.  In  the 
third  case,  also,  the  patient  perished 
at  the  same  period.  In  the  fifth 
case,  the  tumor  was  so  firmly  adhe- 
rent that  it  could  not  be  removed, 
but  the  operator  cut  away  the  sac, 
and  was  under  the  necessity  of  se- 
curing some  arterial  branches.  The 
woman  died  in  thirty-six  hours. 

Observations  on  the  Influence  of 
Cold  on  New-horn  Children. — Dr. 
Trevisan  has  been  making  researches 
in  Italy,  principally  at  Castel-Franco, 
anologous  to  those  of  iVlM.  Villerme 
and  Milne  Edwards  in  France.  The 
conclusions  at  which  he  arrives,  are, 
—  1.  In  Italy,  of  100  infants  born  in 
December,  January,  and  February, 
66  died  in  the  first  month,  15  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  and  19  survived  ; 
— 2.  Of  100  born  in  spring,  48  sur- 
vive the  first  year  ; — 3.  Of  100  born 
in  summer,  83  survive  the  first  year; 
— 4.  Of  100  born  in  autumn,  58  sur- 
vive the  first  twelve  months.  He 
attributes  this  mortality  of  the  infants 
solely  to  the  practice  of  exposing 
them  to  cold  air  a  few  days  after 
their  birth,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
them  baptised  at  the  church.  As 
well  as  MM.  Milne  Edwards  and 
Villerme,  Dr.  Trevisan  calls  the  at- 
tention of  the  ecclesiastical  authority 
to  measures  suited  to  put  a  stop  to 
such  disasters,  without  violating  the 
precepts  or  practices  of  religion. — 
Brandc^s  Journal. 


Fatal  Mistake  in  a  Prescription, 
—  When  we  consider  the  hurried 
manner  in  which  medical  men  often 
write  their  prescriptions,  it  appears 
wonderful  that  so  few  mistakes  should 
occur;  nevertheless,  the  following 
case  will  show  the  necessity  of  cau- 
tion, and  the  propriety  of  the  physi- 
cian invariably  reading  over  his  pre- 
scription with  care,  before  he  sends 
it  to  the  cheujist. — Dr.  15.,  of  Mon- 
tague, stales,  that  he  was  consulted 
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about  a  child  on  the  26th  of  May, 
for  whom  he  recommended  ten  grains 
of  sulphate  of  quinine  in  a  lavement. 
In  writing  his  prescription,  however, 
he  inadvertently  substituted  the  word 
Morphine  for  Qidnine.  The  injec- 
tion was  administered,  and  the  child 
died  in  a  few  hours  !  It  is  creditable 
to  Dr.  B.  to  give  publicity  to  the 
fact,  as  a  warning  to  others  ;  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  expresses  him- 
self shows  the  indelible  impression 
which  the  event  has  made  on  his  mind. 


Death  from  Phosphorus. — A  che- 
mist at  Biel,  wishing  to  make  expe- 
riments on  the  action  of  phosphorus, 
took  a  grain  of  that  substance  with 
sugar  on  the  20th  of  October  last. 
Next  day  he  took  two  grains  ;  and 
on  the  22d,  three  grains.  Towards 
evening  he  experienced  great  unea- 
siness, particularly  in  the  abdomen  ; 
but  these  symptoms  he  unaccounta- 
bly attributed  to  rheumatism,  and 
employed  no  remedies.  On  the 
24lh,  he  was  seized  with  constant 
vomiting,  and  the  matters  ejected 
had  the  odor  of  garlic.  Medical  as- 
sistance was  now  called  on,  but  with- 
out avail  :  inflammation  of  the  'ali- 
mentary canal  took  place  ;  on  the 
29th  he  had  spasms,  and  the  left  arm 
became  paralyzed.  He  was  deliri- 
ous, and  soon  after  expired,  having 
fallen  a  victim  to  his  incautious  ex- 
periments.— Med.  Gaz. 

Anomalous  Vertebral  Artery. — 
M.  A.  Meckel,  of  Berne,  on  opening 
a  dead  body,  observed  a  curious  case 
of  the  above  kind.  There  were 
three  vessels  on  one  side  :  the  first,  of 
niiddling  size,  arose  from  the  poste- 
rior part  of  the  subclavian,  where  it 
usually  takes  its  origin  ;  the  second, 
larger  in  size,  arose  more  deeply 
from  the  anterior  portion  of  the  same 
vessel  ;  and  the  third,  which  was 
considerably  smaller,  was  a  branch 
of  the  inferior  thyroid.  These  three 
vessels  united  above  the  transverse 
apophysis  of  the  fifth  cervical  verte- 
bra, and  then  formed  one  vessel, 


which  pursued  its  usual  course  to  the 
head. — Archives  Generales. 


Singular  Case  of  Cataract. — A 
robust  peasant,  about  60  years  of 
age,  who  had  never  experienced  any 
ill  health,  except  slight  attacks  of 
gout,  was  occupied  in  cutting  wood 
in  a  forest,  when  he  was  suddenly- 
seized  with  a  dimness  of  siglil,  which 
gradually  increased  till,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  a  few  hours,  he  was  entire- 
ly blind,  and  obliged  to  be  led  home. 
He  had  no  pain,  and  there  was  no 
inflammation  visible.  In  a  few  days 
after,  he  was  seen  by  Dr.  Wondel- 
strom,  who  found  that  both  eyes 
were  affected  with  cataract.  The 
operation  of  extraction  was  perform- 
ed.— Swedish  Journal. 


Curious  Phenomenon. — While  the 
workmen  were  employed  in  laying 
and  soldering  the  iron  pipes  for  con- 
veying water,  in  Winchester,  Va.,  a 
few  days  since,  "  electric  shocks 
were  produced  to  such  a  degree  as 
to  cause  them  to  discontinue  their 
labors  during  the  remainder  of  the 
day.  Several  citizens  who  were 
standing  by,  got  into  the  ditch  and 
tried  the  experiment,  when  the  effect 
was  the  same  on  all."  The  pipes 
are  united  in  the  same  manner  as 
those  in  this  city  ;  and  the  Winches- 
ter Republican  remarks,  that  it  was 
in  driving  closely  the  soldering  lead 
that  the  shock  was  produced.  The 
sun  was  nearly  vertical,  the  thermo- 
meter at  93  degrees,  the  ditch  some- 
what damp,  and  the  pipes  warm  from 
the  action  of  the  sun  upon  them. 
The  principle  is  no  doubt  that  of 
galvanism." — Dem.  Press. 


REPORT  OP  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 

The  week  ending  August  29.  at  noon. 

Of  bilious  fever,  1 — consumption,  3 — canker 
in  the  bowels,  1 — dropsy,  1 — disease  of  the 
spine,  1 — debility,  1 — dysentery,  1 — drown, 
1 — intemperance,  1 — measles,  7 — old  age,  2 — 
paralysis,  1 — unknown,  2.  Males,  10 — fe- 
males, 14.    Stillborn,  1.    Total,  25. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  just  pub- 
lished,— The  Constitution  of  iVJan, 
considered  in   Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects,   By  George  Combe. 
From  the  Preface  to  the  American  edilion. 

Mr.  Combe's  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  wliich  so  many  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  Educa- 
tion. It  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  'J'his  is  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  au- 
thor, and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illus- 
trations, have  it  always  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultival  ion  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 

"  The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

"  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  with  much 
advantage.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  or- 
der with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  health 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  decay. — To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  com- 
munity." Sept.  8. 

"consolidated  COPAIVA. 

"  ^OOPAIVA  may  be  given  in  this  form 
\^  without  the  least  inconvenience. 
Neither  communicating  taste,  nor  impart- 
ing odor  to  the  breath,  it  is  also  retained 
without  the  least  disquietude  or  uneasi- 
ness to  the  stomach;;  and  I  am  informed 
by  Dr.  Rosseau,  th^t  in  large  doses  it 
does  not  purge."— PAit  ./owma/  of  Med. 
Sciences.  * 

See  an  articlein  this  Journal,  Aug.  18th. 

OIL  or  black:  pepper. 
This  is  a  much  more  active  preparation 
of  Piperine.  One  drop  is  fully  equal  to 
six  grains  of  the  latter.  It  is  a  valuable 
adjunct  to  Quinine.  One.  or  two  drops, 
added  to  six  grains,  wilffgreatly  increase 
the  efficacy  of  that  mediciri'e. 


For  sale  by  NATHAN  JARVtS,  189 
Washington  Street,  where  Physicians  will 
find  medicines  at  as  reasonable  terms  as 
at  any  place  in  Boston. 

Aug.  25.  eoptf. 


A TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, by  C.G.  HuFELAND,  Physician 
to  Ihe  King  of  Prussia,  &c.,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  &  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 


EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

RICHARD  A.  NEWELL,  Druggist, 
respectfully  acquaints  the  physicians 
and  families  of  the  city,  that  he  has  made 
arrangements  with  one  of  the  first  mercan- 
tile houses  on  the  continent,  to  be  regu- 
larly supplied  with  the  Genuine  Medici- 
nal Leech.  He  has  now  on  hand  a  fresh 
supply,  just  received,  which  are  for  sale. 

N.  B.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  gen- 
uine Leeches  by  the  usual  way  has  in- 
duced him  to  malte  the  above  arrange- 
ment at  considerable  expense,  and  he 
hopes  it  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
medical  faculty.  Summer-street,  oppo- 
site Purchase-street. 

Sept.  1.  3t. 


BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTI- 
TUTION. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  LECTURES 
will  commence  on  the  first  Thurs- 
day in  September,  and  continue  fifteen 
weeks. 

Matriculation  ticket,  $  3.  Fee  for  Lec- 
tures, $40.  Library  ticket,  $  L  Gradu- 
ation, $  15,50.  Board,  including  wash- 
ing, lodging  and  room,  $  1,75  a  week. 

Pillsjitld,  July2%  1829.  aug4tsepl30 


EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  269  Wash- 
ington street,  corner  of  Winter  street 
has  just  received  a  fresli  supply  of  EURO- 
PEAN LEKCHES,  extra  large  and  in 
prime  order.  Also,  by  the  late  arrivals,  a 
general  assortment  of  MEDICINE. 

Strjct  personal  attention  paid  to 
Physicians-"'  prescriptions  and  to  the  com- 
pounding and  delivery  of  Family  Medi- 
cine, and  all  favors  gratefully  received. 
Sept.  1. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  conununications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  cnnum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  ibrr^e  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  fur  tliis  is  tho  same  as  fur  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

GODMAN  ON  TIGHT  LACING. 

Injurious  Effects  of  Tight  Lacing 
on  the  Organs  and  Functions  of 
Respiration^  Digestion,  Circula- 
tion, 4^c. 

It  is  not  without  hesitation  that  the 
writer  ventures  to  call  attention  to 
the  injuries  produced  by  tight 
LACING,  being  well  aware  that  he 
is  exposing  himself  to  the  chance 
of  severe  animadversion  for  appear- 
ing to  meddle  officiously  with  the 
concerns  of  the  fair  sex,  who  never 
fail  to  punish  every  encroacher 
upon  their  rights  and  privileges. 
Notwithstanding,  as  our  object  is, 
if  possible,  to  avert  great  suffering 
and  much  future  misery,  by  setting 
forth  the  evils  following  manifest 
abuses,  introduced  and  augmented 
by  fashion,  we  hope  due  indulgence 
will  be  extended  by  our  fair  read- 
ers, whose  real  good  we  are  most 
solicitous  to  promote. 

The  observations  of  various  au- 
thors have  satisfactorily  *  shown, 
that  certain  errors  in  dress  and 
exercise  induce  deformity  of  per- 
son and  unhappiness  of  mind  ;  but 
their  attention  is  almost  entirely 
devoted  to  the  injuries  done  to  the 
organs  of  support  and  mo  lion,  the 
bones  and  muscles.*  Great  as  are 
the  evils  they  treat  of  they  seem 
slight  wdien  compared  with  the 


*  See  the  works  of  Shaw,  Duffin,  &c., 
on  Deformities  of  the  Spine,  &c. 
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pernicious  effects  of  similar  causes, 
on  organs  more  immediately  essen- 
tial to  the  life  of  the  individual,  the 
disarray  of  which,  though  not  sig- 
nalized by  very  obvious  deformity,, 
is  inevitably  followed  by  protract- 
ed debility  and  suffering,  an  early, 
rapid  decay,  or  a  painful  and  pre- 
mature death.  It  is  impossible 
for  a  benevolent  mind,  acquainted 
with  the  reality  and  extent  of  the 
mischief  thus  produced,  to  behold 
youth,  grace  and  beauty  sacrific- 
ing the  dearest  boons  of  life  to  the 
tyranny  of  perverted  taste  and  pre- 
posterous fashion,  without  experi- 
encing emotions  of  profound  regret 
for  the  immediate  victims,  and 
sighing  for  the  future  condition  of 
a  posterity  derived  from  such  a 
parentage  1 

In  what  way  can  the  hitherto 
irresistible  torrent  of  fashion  be 
stemmed  ?  Have  not  reason  and 
experience  been  appealed  to  in 
vain  ?  Have  not  the  shafts  of  sa- 
tire, the  serious  remonstrances  of 
morality,  and  even  the  awe-inspir- 
ing declarations  of  religion,  too'of- 
ten  fallen  ineffectual  to  the  ground? 
One  mode  of  producing  the  desired 
conviction  in  the  minds  of  females, 
has  been  left  almost  unattempted  ; 
and  from  the  operation  of  this  me- 
thod much  is  to  be  hoped.  It  is 
by  imparting  to  "  nature's  last, 
best  work,"  a  sufficient  knowledge 
of  the  peculiar  construction  of  the 
human  system,  to  place  in  the 
clearest  light  the  dreadful  risks 
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those  run  who  indulge  in  the  vices 
of  dress,  and  the  cruel  maladies 
which  are  certainly  induced  in  de- 
licate frames  by  such  as  persist  in 
disregarding  the  warnings  offered 
by  reason  and  science.  To  us  it 
appears  scarcely  possible  that  a 
female  of  ordinary  intelligence  can 
become  even  superficially  acquaint- 
ed with  the  curious  actions  neces- 
sary to  the  processes  of  breathing, 
circulation,  and  nutrition,  without 
shrinking  in  terror  at  the  thought 
of  the  dangers  to  which  those  are 
exposed,  who  intentionally  counter- 
act nature  in  all  her  benevolent 
designs,  by  violently  compressing 
their  persons,  according  to  whate- 
ver model  capricious  and  ever- 
varying  fashion  may  dictate. 

That  part  of  the  human  frame 
most  immediately  subjected  to 
tight  lacing,  is  not  only  one  of  its 
most  lovely  external  proportions, 
but  contains  and  defends  the  organs 
so  important  and  indispensable  to 
existence,  the  lungs  and  heart, 
which  perform  the  functions  of 
respiration  and  circulation,  to  pu- 
rify and  perfect  the  blood,  and  send 
its  rich  and  vivifying  streams  to 
the  remotest  extremities  of  the  sys- 
tem. On  the  perfect  action  of 
these  great  organs  depend  all  our 
vi2:or  and  elasticity  ;  the  roseate 
bloom  and  radiant  eye  of  beauty  ; 
the  joyous  buoyancy  of  youth,  and 
the  steady  sereneness  of  maturity. 
When  these  functions  are  impaired, 
puliid  features,  anguishing  debili- 
ties, melancholy  depression  of  spi- 
rits, agonizing  decay,  and  a  long 
train  of  ghastly  maladies,  destruc- 
tive of  hope,  and  rendering  life  a 
burthen,  must  necessarily  ensue. 

The  part  of  our  structure  to 
which  allusion  is  made,  is  popular- 
ly called  the  chest  and  to 
judge  them  by  their  practice,  many 
of  our  fair  countrywomen  regard  it 


as  a  mere  empty,  flexible  case, 
which  may  safely  be  squeezed  into 
whatever  compass  the  possessor 
pleases.  Unfortunately  for  them, 
this  is  far  from  the  reality  ;  the 
chest  is  an  admirably  complex  con- 
trivance, whose  free  motions  are 
as  necessary  to  breathing  and  cir- 
culation, as  these  processes  are  to 
health  and  life.  Consequently, 
whatever  diminishes  the  capacity 
of  the  chest,  proves  directly  inju- 
rious by  excluding  the  air,  and  eve- 
ry impediment  to  its  movements 
prevents  the  proper  transmission  of 

the  blood  through  the  lungs. 

#       *       #       *  # 

As  all  the  parts  described  [those 
concerned  in  forming  and  filling  up 
the  chest]  are  flexible  and  movea- 
ble from  their  peculiar  nature  and 
connections,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
first  effect  of  any  tightness  or  con- 
striction will  be  to  impede  their 
proper  motions,  and  thrust  them 
out  of  their  natural  position.  Thus, 
the  corset  being  laced  tightest  at 
te  part  of  the  chest  having  the 
shortest  ribs,  the  longest  and  most 
flexible  cartilages,  and  the  most 
extensive  motion,  produces  narrow- 
ing of  the  chest,  renders  its  free 
movements  impossible,  and  perma- 
nently deforms  it  by  doubling  the 
cartilages  inward  near  their  junc- 
tion with  the  breast  bone.  As  if 
this  mischief  were  not  great  enough, 
another  instrument  of  torture  is 
added  in  the  form  of  a  steel  or 
hickory  busk^  which  is  pushed  into 
its  sheath  in  the  already  too  tight 
corset,  immediately  over,  and  ex- 
tending along,  the  whole  length  of 
the  breast  bone.  This  busk  is  to 
keep  the  body  from  bending  for- 
ward in  the  centre,  and  to  prevent 
the  dress  and  corset  from  "  hooping 
up,"  as  it  is  called.  As  the  body 
cannot  possibly  be  prevented  from 
leaning  forward  to  a  certain  de- 
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gree,  the  consequence  is,  that  the 
whole  weight  of  the  superior  part 
is  sustained  upon  the  lower  part  of 
the  breast  bone,  which  leans  di- 
rectly against  the  busk,  at  a  point 
where  it  is  least  supported  by  the 
attachment  of  the  cartilages  of  the 
ribs.  The  point  thus  injuriously 
pressed  upon,  is  nearly  opposite 
the  lesser  end  of  the  stomach,  and 
most  of  those  who  habitually  lace 
tight,  have  a  depression  here,  w^hich 
would  contain  the  size  of  half  an 
egg.  Either  a  constant  feeling  of 
aching  and  soreness  is  experienced 
at  this  point,  or  when  the  busk  is 
taken  out,  it  is  so  sore  and  painful 
that  the  individual  cannot  bear  the 
slightest  pressure  without  an  ex- 
clamation of  distress. 

We  have,  then,  among  the  first 
effects  of  the  tight  lacing  and  pres- 
sure of  the  busk,  impairment  of 
motion  and  deformity  of  the  chest, 
accompanied  by  a  constant  soreness 
and  irritation  over  the  stomach, 
wdiose  undisturbed  action  is  one  of 
the  greatest  essentials  to  health. 
If,  however,  this  was  the  sum  of 
the  evil,  w^e  might  regard  it  as  to- 
lerable, being  apparently  external. 
But  when  the  lower  part  of  the 
chest  is  compressed,  the  liver  is  by 
the  same  force  squeezed  upwards 
and  inwards,  and,  being  a  large  and 
solid  body,  it  pushes  before  it  the 
diaphragm,  and  forcibly  prevents 
its  descent  in  the  act  of  breathing  ; 
while  on  the  other  side,  the  spleen 
and  stomach  are  forced  upwards, 
producing  a  similar  effect  on  the 
diaphragm  ;  and  the  functions  of  all 
these  organs,  the  liver,  stomach, 
and  spleen,  must  be  impaired  in 
proportion  to  the  pressure  and  dis- 
placement their  delicate  nerves  and 
vessels  suffer.  In  addition  to  these 
greater  or  more  obvious  injuries  to 
the  functions  of  individual  organs, 
we  may  now  add  the  evils  caused 


to  the  great  vital  functions.  The 
same  pressure  which  forces  the 
liver,  &c.,  inwards  and  upwards, 
by  squeezing  the  texture  of  the 
organs  together,  prevents  the  free 
entrance  of  the  blood  into  them, 
and  by  being  thrust  firmly  back 
against  the  spine  and  lower  part  of 
the  diaphragm,  they  compress  the 
openings  by  which  the  blood  passes 
to  and  from  the  heart,  through  the 
great  vein  and  artery.  The  con- 
sequence of  thus  damming  up  the 
vital  current,  is  the  gradual  deve- 
lopment of  irregularity  of  action  in 
the  heart,  palpitations,  tendency  to 
faint,  violent  throbbings,  and  in 
some  cases  organic  alteration  in 
the  heart  itself.  This  same  tight- 
ening of  the  lower  part  of  the  chest, 
and  prevention  of  the  enlargement 
of  its  cavity  by  stopping  the  de- 
scent of  the  diaphragm,  acts  with 
equal  injury  on  the  blood  which 
should  descend  from  the  great  veins 
of  the  head  and  arms  to  the  heart 
at  each  breathing.  The  proper 
quantity  of  blood  cannot  be  deliver- 
ed therefrom,  for  want  of  proper 
dilatation  of  the  chest,  and  the  in- 
dividual is  subject  to  violent  head- 
achs,  dulness,  low  spirits,  extreme 
paleness,  or  leaden  hue  of  counte- 
nance. 

These  readily  observable  conse- 
quences are  but  the  commencement 
of  ills  from  this  source.  The  lungs 
being  withheld  from  their  proper 
actions  by  not  being  sufficiently  di- 
lated, the  air  cannot  get  access  to  / 
the  blood,  and  the  blood  cannot  re- 
ceive that  purification  or  elabora- 
tion which  renders  it  fit  to  sustain 
the  body  in  health.  Its  watery, 
carbonaceous,  and  other  impurities, 
are  retained  instead  of  being  thrown 
off,  and  in  place  of  a  brilliant  ver- 
milion-colored fluid  being  sent  to 
the  left  side  of  the  heart  for  the 
general  system,  it  returns  of  a  dark 
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or  bluish  red,  scarcely  better  than 
when  it  entered  the  lungs,  and  al- 
most utterly  unfit  for  any  of  the 
purposes  of  life.  This  condition, 
if  kept  up,  is  soon  made  sensible 
by  defective  energy  in  all  parts  of 
the  body,  by  various  local  diseases, 
and  slight  morbid  changes,  suffi- 
cient to  render  life  irksome.  Cold 
extremities,  pale  visages,  troubled 
sleep,  excessive  mobility  of  sys- 
tem, commonly  called  nervousness^ 
evinced  by  great  agitation  from 
very  inadequate  causes,  &c.,  are 
among  the  most  generally  obvious 
consequences  of  such  impairments 
of  function. 

(To  be  concluded  next  week.) 


II. 

EPILEPSY. 

Dr.  Epps,  lecturer  on  chemistry, 
has  published  an  interesting  case 
of  epilepsy,  in  which  he  success- 
fully prescribed  the  sulphate  of 
quinine.  The  patient,  a  youth 
about  seventeen  years  of  age, the 
day  after  having  been  exposed  to 
much  rain,  was  seized  with  epi- 
leptic fits,  which  continued,  with 
slight  cessations,  during  the  great- 
er part  of  the  day.  Since  the 
first  attack  (a  period  of  two 
months),  he  had  not  passed  a  day 
without  a  fit,  which  came  on  every 
morning  about  nine  o'clock.  This 
circumstance  indicating,  in  Dr. 
Epps's  opinion,  "  an  analogy  be- 
tween this  species  of  epilepsy  and 
intermittent  fever,"  induced  the 
Doctor  to  prescribe  the  sulphate 
of  quinine.  In  order  to  prepare 
the  stomach  for  its  exhibition,  the 
Doctor  ordered  the  following 
powder  : — 

Take  of  Carbonate  of  Amn)onia,  1  gr. ; 
Ipecacuan  Powder,  }  gr.  ; 
Conip.  Jalap  Powder,  7  Jjr.  ; 
Rhubarb  Powder,  10  gr.  Mix. 


Six  grains  of  sulphate  of  qui- 
nine, with  one  grain  of  cinnamon 
powder,  w^ere  administered  the 
following  day,  at  seven  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  and  he  was  directed 
to  take  a  cup  of  coffee  about 
eight.  By  this  practice  the  pa- 
tient was  cured.  Dr.  Epps  also 
notices  a  case  of  periodical  epi- 
lepsy, in  which  the  sulphate  of 
quinine  succeeded  in  the  practice 
of  Mr.  Mantell,  an  experienced 
surgeon  of  Newick,  in  Sussex. 
The  patient  a  fine  girl")  was 
about  thirteen  years  of  age.  The 
fits  being  preceded  by  giddiness 
and  severe  pains  in  the  forehead, 
and  the  sanguiferous  system  being 
plethoric,  Mr.  Mantell  "  bled  her 
from  the  arm,  and  prescribed  a 
brisk  purgative  and  a  blister  to 
the  nape  of  the  neck."  The  sul- 
phate of  quinine,  in  the  dose  of 
two  grains  three  times  a  day,  ef- 
fected a  cure. 

Dr.  Wedemeyer,  a  physician 
of  Hanover,  relates  the  case  of 
an  epileptic  patient,  who,  after 
the  use  of  nitrate  of  silver  for 
eighteen  months,  was  completely 
cured  ;  but  the  skin,  as  generally 
happens  in  cases  of  this  kind,  be- 
came of  a  dark  lead  color.  Some 
time  afterwards  the  patient  died 
from  disease  of  the  liver  and  drop- 
sy. On  examination  of  the  body, 
the  plexus  choroides  was  of  a 
dark  blue  color  ;  and  some  of  the 
viscera  having  been  submitted  to 
a  chemical  analysis,  were  found 
to  contain  a  considerable  quantity 
of  silver. 

About  three  months  ago,  we 
opened  a  gentleman  who  died  of 
extensive  disease  of  the  lungs  and 
of  the  spleen.  On  examining  the 
liver,  we  were  sAirprised  to  find 
the  peritoneal  covering  of  the  un- 
der portion  of  the  right  lobe  of  a 
peculiarly  dark  lead  color.  The 
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substance  of  the  liver  was  per- 
fectly healthy.  We  have  since 
ascertained  the  fact,  that  he  had 
for  some  time  been  taking  the 
nitrate  of  silver,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  physician,  for  morbid 
sensibility  of  the  stomach.  The 
skin  was  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree tinged  by  it. —  Gaz.  of  Health. 


III. 

MELCENA  WITH  HARDENING   OF  THE 
PANCREAS. 

Under  this  head,  a  very  interest- 
ing case  of  gastric  and  abdominal 
disease,  accompanied  with  dis- 
charges of  blood  from  the  stomach 
and  bowels,  is  related  by  Dr. 
Schirlitz  in  Rust's  Magazine,  No. 
3,  1829.— Mary  M.,  51  years  old, 
slender  make,  and  of  a  meagre 
habit,  with  a  jaundiced  hue  of  the 
skin,  had,  from  her  15th  year, 
suffered  frequent  attacks  of  pain 
in  the  stomach,  extending  towards 
the  back,  accompanied  with  a 
vomiting  of  a  watery  fluid.  The 
patient  had  ceased  to  menstruate 
for  about  a  year.    The  discharge 
had  always  been  trifling,  and  at- 
tended with  pain  in  the  loins.  In 
the  commencement  of  July,  1827, 
the  pain  in  the  stomaah  augment- 
ed greatly  in  violence.    She  had 
taken  a  variety  of  remedies  with- 
out the  advice  of  a  physician.  Dr. 
S.  saw  her,  for  the  first  time, 
September  12th,  1827.    She  was 
lying  in  bed,  her  knees  drawn  up 
to  the  abdomen,  complained  of  a 
severe  pain  in  the  epigastrium  and 
left    hypochondrium,    and  was 
greatly  exhausted.    She  had  con- 
stant eructations,  had  twice  vo- 
mited blood,  and  passed  a  quanti- 
ty of  the  same, — black,  coagulat- 
ed, and  of  a  foetid  smell, — by 
stool.    There  was  a  very  distinct 


pulsation  at  the  epigastrium.  Be- 
sides these  symptoms,  she  was 
subject   to    horripilations,  cold 
clammy  sweats,  violent  pulsation 
of  the  heart,  frequent  faintings, 
ringing  in  the  ears,  and  constant 
dragging  pain  at  the  spine.  Her 
breathing  was  short  and  attended 
with  a  dry  cough,  and  her  pulse 
small  and  scarcely  perceptible, 
disappearing  under  the  fingers. 
Cold  applications  were  directed 
to  the  epigastrium,  and  internally 
acetic  ether,  with  sulphuric  acid 
and  water  for  drink.    By  this,  the 
disposition  to  faint  was  entirely 
removed,  and  the  pulse  somewhat 
raised.    In  the  evening,  the  ab- 
domen was  tumid,  and  the  epigas- 
trium very  painful.  Tamarind 
water  with  cream  of  tartar  for 
drink,  and  an  injection  of  whey. 
On  the  ICth,  severe  eructations  : 
about  six  ounces  of  blood  discharg- 
ed by  stool.    The  patient  had 
taken    some    thin    soup,  which 
caused  severe  pain  of  the  left 
hypochondrium,  extending  to  the 
loins.    The  pulsation  at  the  epi- 
gastrium was  so  considerable  as 
to  be  perceived  by  the  eye;  pulse 
small,  90  in  the  minute.  Seven 
leeches  were  ap[)lied  to  the  anus. 
September  22d. — During  the  four 
last  days,  three  discharges  per 
anum,  of  a  black  bloody  fluid  re- 
sembling tar.    The  patient  is  now 
only  able  to  lie  on  the  left  side  ; 
great  debility  ;  pulsatio  epigastri- 
ca  considerable  ;    great    thirst  ; 
frequent,  small  pulse;  severe  pain 
in  the  left  hypochondrium.  The 
symptoms  continued  pretty  much 
the  same,  the  vomiting  of  blood 
being  occasionally  repeated,  with 
discharges  per  anum  of  an  ofl'en- 
sive  tar-like  fluid,  until  the  25th, 
when  the  fajces  became  natural 
in  consistency  and  color,  and  the 
patient  was  able  to  turn  on  the 
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Other  side.  To  relieve  the  pain 
which  still  continued,  from  six  to 
eight  drops  of  laudanum  were  di- 
rected during  the  height  of  the 
paroxysm.  Whey  clysters  were 
administered,  and  a  solution  of 
acetate  of  potassa,  with  ext.  ta- 
rax.  et  gram.,  by  the  mouth. 
The  patient  had  now  from  two  to 
three  natural  stools  per  diem. 
On  the  7th  of  October,  the  vomit- 
ing of  blood  returned,  with  the 
morbid  discharges  from  the  bow- 
els already  alluded  to.  There 
was  constant  pain  of  the  epigas- 
trium ;  the  pulsation  at  the  latter 
very  considerable  before  each  at- 
tack of  vomiting ;  the  abdomen 
tumid,  but  soft.  From  constant 
pain  and  loss  of  sleep,  the  patient 
now  sunk  rapidly.  She  could  lie 
only  on  the  right  side,  with  her 
knees  drawn  up.  On  the  12th,  a 
quantity  of  blood  was  discharged 
from  the  stomach,  and  on  the  13th 
she  died. 

Sectio  Cadaveris. — Both  lungs 
adhered  to  the  pleura, — their  pa- 
renchyma studded  with  tubercles 
of  the  size  of  a  pea.  Heart  na- 
tural, and  filled  with  coagulated 
blood.  The  liver  without  any 
mark  of  disease  ;  the  gall  bladder 
rather  large,  and  nearly  empty. 
The  stomach  tilled  with  coagula 
of  blood;  its  mucous  membrane 
of  a  deep  red  color.  The  mucous 
membrane  of  the  duodenum  stud- 
ded with  numerous  black  points. 
The  transverse  arch  of  the  colon 
distended  ;  its  inner  surface  co- 
vered, as  was  also  that  of  the  in- 
testines generally,  with  a  black, 
pitch-like  substance.  The  pan- 
creas was  somewhat  enlarged, 
and  of  so  firm  a  texture  that  the 
scalpel  could  scarcely  penetrate 
into  it. — Med.  Gaz, 


IV. 

TREATMENT  OF  SCABIES. 

Dr.  Walter  C.  Dendy,  in  his  trea- 
tise on  the  Cutaneous  Diseases  of 
Children,  offers  the  following  remarks 
on  the  treatment  of  this  disease  ; — 

In  the  treatment  of  scabies,  a 
multitude  of  vegetable  and  mine- 
ral preparations  have  been  eulo- 
gized by  their  respective  advo- 
cates ;  but  of  all  these  remedies, 
that  which  has  proved  most  gene- 
rally efficacious  is  sulphur,  the 
basis  indeed  of  the  majority  of 
formulae. 

In  the  milder  cases,  especially 
of  the  scabies  lymphatica,  the  in- 
ternal exhibition  of  sulph.  preci- 
pitat.  will  often  be  perfectly  cu- 
rative. 

In  the  more  severe  form,  it 
will  be  essential  to  combine  the 
local  application  of  ointment,  of 
lotion,  or  of  fumigation,  with  this 
mineral.  I  will  present  a  few  of 
these  formulae,  premising  that  I 
consider  the  first,  that  of  M.  Ali- 
bert,  the  most  congenial  to  all  the 
forms  of  scabies,  and  the  most 
successful. 

R.  Potass,  sulphuret.  3j-vel  3ij» 
Aq.  fluv.  Ibj.— M. 

R.  Acid,  muriat.  5j.  vel  Jij. 

Aq.  distill.  lbj.--jVl. 
Misce  3  j.  sing,  lotionis  aq.  font.  Jiv. 
et  lave  spongia. 

R.  Sulph.  sublim.  p.  2. 
Potass,  subcarbon.  p.  j. 
Adip.  suillae,  p.  8. — M. 
Ima.  die  iitere  3j. — 2da.  terties  in- 
dies.— 3tia.  balneum  tepidum.* 

R.  Potass,  sulph.  3  iv.  Aq.  dist.  Ibj. 
Acid,  sulph.  5iv.— M.    Bis  in- 
dies pro  diebus  6.t 

*  Alibert.        t  Dupreytren. 
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The  soapy  sulphureous  ointment 
at  St  Louis. 

R.  Flor.  sulph.  3v. 

Ol.  Olivae  3  iv. — Aq.  jj. 
Pot.  subcarb.  3ij. 
Solve  Potass,  aq.  tepid. — Adde  oL 

deinde  sulph. , 
Adde  camphor  3ij.  ad  libitum.* 

R.  Sapon.  alb. — Sulph.  prec.  p.  aeq. 
solve. 

R.  Sulph.  sublim.  p.  2. 
Potass,  purif.  p.  1. 
Axung.  p.  8. — Ter  die  utend.  cum 
balneo  sulph. 

R.  Potass,  subcarb.  gss. 
Aq.  ros.  3j. 
Hyd.  sulph.  rubr.  3j. 
Ol.  ess.  burgamot.  3ss. 
Sulph.  sublim. 
Adipis.  suill.  aa  gix. — M.t 

R.  Zinci  sulph.  lact.  sulph. 
Baccae  lauri  a  p.  aeq. — 01.  2  s.  ut  f. 
unguent. 

*  Mr.  Lugot.       t  At  St.  Louis. 


R.  Hyd.  oxyd.  alb.  9j. 
Axung.  giv. — M. 

R.  Hyd.  muriat.  9ss. 
Axung.  giij. — M.* 

These  two  last  ointments  I  have 
found  very  efficacious,  combined 
with  the  sulphur  fumigation,  in 
the  moderate  forms  of  scabies 
porcina.  In  the  pustular  form, 
on  the  contrary,  where  there  is 
much  inflammation,  these  stimuli 
are  inadmissible,  and  it  will  some- 
times be  requisite  to  apply  for  a 
day  or  two  tepid  fumigations,  and 
to  give  purgatives  previous  to  the 
employment  of  more  active 
modes.  In  the  debilitated  and 
cachectic  child,  it  will,  of 
course,  be  necessary  to  adminis- 
ter tonics,  and  it  is  in  this  state 
that  the  combined  employment  of 
mild  laxatives,  of  the  sulphur  fu- 
migation, and  of  tonics,  will  be 
especially  efficacious. 

*  Jasser. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  15,  1829. 


MOTIVE  POWERS  OF  THE  CIRCULATION. 

In  our  last  number  we  alluded  to 
some  experiments  of  Dr.  Poiseuille, 
of  Paris,  with  regard  to  the  functions 
of  the  arteries.  We  propose,  in  the 
present  article,  to  enter  more  fully 
into  the  subject  of  the  circulation, 
and  to  lay  before  our  readers  the 
present  state  of  our  knowledge  on 
this  subject,  as  augmented  by  the 
investigations  of  the  latest  physiolo- 
gists. 

What  is  the  motive  power  of  the 
heart,  or  the  force  with  which  this 
organ  acts  upon  the  circulating  fluid, 
is  a  point  on  which  there  has  proba- 


bly prevailed  as  much  difference  of 
opinion,  as  on  any  other  in  physiolo- 
gy. Keil  estimated  this  force  at  five 
ounces.  Hales  at  51^  pounds,  and 
Borelli  at  180,000  pounds. 

The  conclusion  of  Hales  was  ob- 
tained by  connecting  the  carotid  ar- 
tery of  animals  with  a  vertical  tube, 
and  noticing  to  what  height  the  fluid 
ascended  in  the  tube.  His  calcula- 
tion, as  well  as  those  of  the  others, 
has  been  very  carefully  examined 
by  Dr.  Poiseuille,  who  shows  that 
the  two  latter  are  wholly  inaccurate, 
and  their  results  unworthy  of  confi- 
dence. In  the  experiments  of  Hales, 
the  column  of  blood   obtained  as 
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above  mentioned,  was  found  to  vary  force  with  which  the  blood  is  pro- 
from  32  to  116  inches  in  height  ;  the  pelled  from  these  vessels, 
average  assumed  by  him  for  man  was  The  experiments   made  by  Dr. 
therefore  90  inches  ;  and  as  the  in-  Poiseuille  in  this  manner,  though  not 
ternal  surface  of  the  left  side  of  the  strictly  uniform  in  their  results,  es- 
heart  is  equal  to  15  square  inches,  tablish  one  important  fact;  that  the 
he  concluded  that  the  pressure  it  force  with  which  the  blood  is  impel- 
sustained  was  ninety  times  15  cubic  led  is  not  diminished  by  distance 
inches   of  blood,  or  51^  pounds,  from  the  centre  of  the  circulation  ; 
There  are,  however,  two  sources  of  that  it  is  the  same  in  the  large  and 
error  in  this  calculation,— one  arising  ^^e  small  arteries  of  the  same  ani- 
frora  the  average  taken  for  man,  ,  that  it  also  corresponds  in  the 
which  may  be  much  too  large  or  too  vessels  of  different  animals,  notwith- 
small ;  and  the  other  from  taking  the  standing  their  disparity  in  size  and 
whole  internal  surface  of  the  heart  to  their  diversity  in  situation.  Under 
represent  the  area  on   which  the  all  these  circumstances,  the  force 
pressure  is  exerted.    The  cnlumn  of  ^hich  impels  the  blood  may  be  re- 
blood  should  be  multiplied,  not  by  presented  by  the  pressure  of  a  co- 
the  area  of  the  inner  surface  of  this  of  quicksilver  of  six  and  three- 
organ,  but  by  that  of  a  section  through  fourth  inches  in  height,  and  of  a  size 
its  left  cavity,  made  from  the  base  to  corsesponding  to  the  calibre  of  the  ves- 
the  apex.    This  variation  would  re-  gel.    Now  since  this  has  been  ascer- 
duce  the  result  to  one-fourth,  and  tained  to  be  true  in  animals  of  differ- 
supposing  the  rest  of  the  calculation  gnt  species,  and  varying  in  weight 
accurate,  to  about  13  pounds.  from  3  pounds,— the   weight  of  a 
This  static  force  of  the  heart,  or  small  dog, — to  600  or  700  pounds, — 
the  pressure  which  the  internal  sur-  that  of  a  horse,— it  seems  not  too 
face  of  the  left  side  sustains  in  its  much  to  infer  that  the  same  calcula- 
contractions,  it  was  the  object  of  Dr.  tion  is  applicable  to  the  human  race. 
Poiseuille's  inquiries  to  determine.  If  this  be  admitted,  it  will  follow  that 
To  do  this  with  exactness,  he  made  the  force  with  which  the  blood  is 
use  of  a  tube  having  a  double  curva-  impelled  in  any  vessel,  is  equal  to 
ture,  and  thus  presenting  a  horizon-  the  vertical  pressure  of  as  many  cu- 
tal,  a  descending  and  an  ascending  bic  inches  of  quicksilver  as  are  ob- 
portion,  the  turn  below  being  some-  tained  by  multiplying  the  area  of  the 
what  abrupt,  so  as  to  bring  the  two  vessels  given  by  7.305.    To  deter- 
latter  portions  near  to  each  other,  mine  what  is  the  area  of  the  vessel 
These  two  portions  are  filled  to  a  which  forms  the  subject  of  inquiry, 
certain  height  with  mercury,  and  the  it  ought  to  be  subjected  artificially 
horizontal  part  being  adapted,  by  an  to  that  amount  of  pressure  which  is 
ingenious  contrivance,  to  arteries  of  assumed  as  the  average.    To  apply 
different  calibres,  the  quantity  of  the  this  to  a  particular  case  :— In  a  man 
quicksilver  displaced,  and  its  rise  in  29  years  of  age,  the  diameter  of  the 
the  ascending  portion,  determine  the  aorta  at  the  level  of  the  semilunar 
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valves,  was  found,  under  a  pressure 
of  6.3  inches  of  quicksilver,  to  be  li 
inch.  The  corresponding  area,  which 
is  1.4  multiplied  by  6.3,  gives  8.88 
inches  of  quicksilver,  or  about  72^ 
oz.  Avoirdupois,  which  represents 
the  total  static  force  of  the  blood  in 
the  aorta  at  the  moment  of  the  heart's 
contraction.  And  as  it  has  been 
shown  that  one  of  the  elements  in 
the  above  calculation  is  invariable, 
it  follows  that  the  force  which  moves 
the  blood  in  an  artery,  is  in  the  di- 
rect ratio  of  its  area,  whatever  be  the 
situation  it  occupies  ;  and  that  the 
area  of  an  artery  when  under  the 
usual  pressure  being  known,  the 
amount  of  force  exerted  on  its  con- 
tents by  the  heart's  action,  may  at 
once  be  determined. 

Such  is  Dr.  Poiseuille's  theory  of 
the  force  of  the  heart's  action  ;  and 
disclaiming,  as  it  does,  to  be  absolute- 
ly demonstrable,  it  certainly  conveyed 
to  our  own  mind,  at  first  sight,  a  full 
conviction  of  its  truth.  The  mode 
of  estimating  the  momentum  of  the 
blood  is  altogether  unexceptionable  ; 
and  the  results  obtained  in  this  mode 
from  the  arteries  near  the  heart,  are 
doubtless  a  just  criterion  of  the  force 
exerted  by  that  organ  on  the  portion 
of  the  sanguineous  column  which  is 
nearest  to  itself.  The  fallacy,  if 
there  is  any,  seems  to  lie  in  the  in- 
ference, that  because  the  blood  moves 
with  proportional  momentum  in  oth- 
er parts  of  its  course,  it  does  so  in 
virtue  of  the  unaided  action  of  the 
heart.  The  question  is  not  even 
stated,  much  less  settled,  whether  the 
arteries  themselves  contribute  in  any 
way  to  keep  up  this  equilibrium  of 


power.  The  very  point  at  issue,  the 
point  on  which  a  great  portion  of  the 
disputes  in  regard  to  the  circulation 
have  turned,  is  apparently  assumed 
as  already  determined,  and  beyond 
the  reach  of  controversy.  This  we 
hold  to  be  an  unauthorized  proceed- 
ing. What  Dr.  P.  has  really  effected 
by  his  investigations  on  his  main 
subject,  is  to  determine  the  force 
with  which,  in  different  animals,  the 
heart  acts  on  the  blood  contained  in 
the  aorta  ;  and  his  conclusion  on  this 
point,  in  regard  to  man,  though  con- 
fessedly founded  upon  analogy,  seems 
so  very  probable,  and  so  little  likely 
to  be  controverted  by  more  accurate 
experiments,  that  we  are  very  willing 
to  admit  it  as  true. 

But  if  the  precise  question  as  to 
the  action  of  the  arteries  in  the  cir». 
eolation  has  been  left  untouched  by 
Dr.  Poisenille,  it  has  received  from-, 
another,  and  no  less  able  physiolo- 
gist, abundant  consideration.  In  a 
learned  and  elaborate  treatise  lately 
published,  Dr.  Wederaeyer,  of  Ha- 
nover, has  examined  into  the  various 
theories  which  have  been  maintained 
as  to  the  passage  of  the  blood  through 
the  arteries  and  capillary  vessels,, 
and  records  his  own  investigations 
and  conclusions  on  both  these  im-» 
portant  topics. 

Dr.  W.  denies  that  the  middle 
coat  of  the  arteries  is  in  any  proper 
sense  muscular.  To  prove  this  as- 
sertion, he  compares  its  mechanical 
and  chemical  properties  with  those 
of  the  true  muscular  fibre,  and  de- 
monstrates them  to  be  wholly  dis- 
tinct and  widely  different  from  each 
other.  By  a  similar  train  of  reason- 
ingj  Dr.  W.  satisfied  himself  that  the 
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arteries  do  not  possess  any  vital  con- 
tractility, in  virtue  of  which  they  act 
on  the  blood  contained  in  their  cavi- 
ties. No  fibre,  unequivocally  mus- 
cular, is  insensible  to  the  stinmlus  of 
galvanism.  To  this  rule  the  heart 
has  been  said  to  form  an  exception  ; 
but  later  experiments  prove  that  the 
fibres  of  that  organ  contract  under 
the  galvanic  stimulus.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  arteries,  under  the  appli- 
cation of  this  agent,  have  remained 
entirely  unaffected.  Dr.  W.,  in 
common  with  Bichat,  views  the  pulse 
as  produced  partly  by  a  change  of 
place,  and  partly  by  a  slight  increase 
in  size  ;  but  maintains  that  this  in- 
crease, and  its  subsequent  return  to 
its  previous  calibre,  are  referrible  to 
the  mere  property  of  elasticity,  and 
do  not  imply  any  vital  contractility 
on  the  part  of  the  vessel  itself. 

In  considering  the  subject  of  the 
circulation  through  the  capillaries. 
Dr.  W.  adverts  to  the  structure  and 
disposition  of  the  minute  vessels, 
He  finds,  in  common  with  other  in- 
quirers, that  the  fibrous  coat  of  the 
arteries  becomes  less  and  less  distinct 
as  they  increase  in  size,  and  at  length 
disappears  altogether.  The  same  is 
the  case  with  the  inner  coat  of  these 
vessels  ;  so  that  at  length  they  termi- 
nate in  membraneless  canals  formed 
in  the  very  substance  of  the  tissues. 
It  is  in  this  way,  for  the  most  part, 
that  the  communication  is  formed 
between  the  arteries  and  the  veins  ; 
a  direct  communication  between 
ihem,  though  occasionally  fi)und,  be- 
ing comparatively  rare.  Such  being 
admitted  to  be  the  form  of  the  capil- 
laries, the  question,  how  is  the  blood 
carried  through  them,  remains  to  be 


answered.  Bichat  denies  that  the 
heart  has  any  influence  on  this  part 
of  the  circulation  ;  but,  as  Dr.  W. 
thinks,  without  suflScient  reason. 
When  fluids  are  thrown  into  the  ar- 
teries from  a  syringe,  they  are  found 
to  pass  through  the  capillaries  with 
great  ease  ;  in  fact,  with  a  degree  of 
force  confessedly  inferior  to  that 
which  the  heart  exerts  on  the  blood 
during  life.  Further,  it  has  been 
asserted  by  Haller,  and  the  observa- 
tion is  confirmed  by  others,  that  the 
sultatory  motion  given  to  the  blood 
by  the  heart,  may  be  noticed  occa- 
sionally in  the  capillaries,  and  even 
in  the  veins.  It  seems  probable, 
therefore,  that  under  all  circum- 
stances, some  portion  of  the  momen- 
tum which  is  given  by  the  heart  to 
the  blood  in  the  arteries,  extends  it- 
self to  their  ultimate  ramifications  in 
the  substance  of  the  various  organs. 

But  it  is  not  by  this  direct  action 
only  that  the  heart  influences  the 
blood  in  the  capillaries  ;  this  part  of 
the  circulation  is  undoubtedly  pro- 
moted by  the  suction  power  of  the 
auricular  cavities  on  the  blood  in 
the  veins.  Dr.  Barry,  as  will  be  re- 
collected, laid  great  stress  on  this 
suction  power,  and  supposed  it  to  be 
greatly  increased  by  the  vacuum 
formed  during  inspiration.  This 
particular  view  of  the  subject  has  not 
met  the  approbation  of  other  physio- 
logists ;  and  Dr.  W.  opposes  it  in  a 
series  of  ingenious  and  apparently 
conclusive  arguments.  The  true 
suction  power  of  the  heart  is  inde- 
pendent of  respiration,  arising  from 
the  dilatation  of  the  auricles,  and 
exerted  synchonously  with  the  pul- 
sations, as  has  been  proved  by  actual 
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experiment.  The  amount  of  this, 
however,  is  very  inconsiderable,  and 
the  effect  thus  produced  on  the  capil- 
lary circulation  scarce  worth  esti- 
mating. 

The  next  object  is  to  determine 
the  degree  of  vital  contractility  pos- 
sessed by  these  vessels,  and  whether 
it  is  by  virtue  of  this  property  that 
they  propel  the  blood.  The  result 
of  experiment  on  this  point  is  decid- 
edly against  such  a  supposition.  By 
the  application  of  certain  stimuli, 
contraction  was  produced  in  the  mi- 
nute arteries  and  in  the  capillaries  of 
animals,  but  not  such  contraction  as 
could  be  supposed,  under  any  cir- 
cumstance, to  propel  the  blood  ;  and 
there  is  no  proof  that  any  such  takes 
place  in  a  natural  state  of  the  circu- 
lation. On  the  contrary,  when  the 
web  or  mesentery  of  the  living  frog 
was  examined  with  the  microscope, 
no  change  could  be  observed  in  the 
diameter  of  the  smaller  arteries  or 
capillaries.  Dr.  W.  concludes,  there- 
fore, that  the  circulation  in  these 
vessels  is  wholly  unaided  by  any 
such  contraction. 

In  view  of  the  difficulties  which 
are  met  in  attempting  to  explain  the 
capillary  circulation,  some  physiolo- 
gists have  proposed  the  opinion  that 
the  blood  moved  in  these  vessels,  not 
in  virtue  of  any  external  force  acting 
on  it,  but  by  au  innate  power  of  mo- 
tion possessed  by  itself.  This  doc- 
trine, opposed  as  it  is  to  received 
principles  in  regard  to  the  animal 
fluids,  has  had  its  zealous  and  able 
advocates,  and  is  not  without  some 
support  from  well  established  facts. 
On  the  whole,  however,  the  argu- 
ments in  its  favor  do  not  seem  very 


conclusive,  nor  need  we  recnpitnlate 
those  which  have  been  adduced  in 
answer.  The  true  explanation  of 
the  facts,  so  far  as  we  are  able  to 
give  any,  is  to  be  found  in  the  vital 
attractive  force  residing  in  the  tissues, 
b}'  which  the  blood  is  drawn  toward 
them,  and  which  is  itself  regulated  in 
its  degree  of  energy  by  the  nervous 
system.  The  permeability  of  living 
tissues  has  been  amply  illustrated  by 
Magendie  ;  and  the  experin>ents  of 
Dutrochet  on  the  transmission  of 
fluids  through  organic  membranes, 
bear  full  testimony  to  the  develop- 
ment, under  certain  circumstances, 
of  the  vital  attraction  referred  ta. 
What  is  the  amount  of  this  during 
life,  and  what  degree  of  power  it 
exerts  in  propelling  the  blood  through 
the  minute  vessels,  is  matter  of  mere 
hypothesis.  Dr.  W.  himself  confess- 
es his  conviction  that  it  cannot  be 
regarded  as  a  moving  power  of  any 
considerable  consequence.  It  will 
be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  results 
obtained  by  the  labors  of  this  indivi- 
dual, valuable  as  they  are  to  us  and 
creditable  to  hini,  add  little  to  our 
means  of  explaining  the  motion  of 
the  blood  from  the  point  where  the 
influence  of  the  heart  jnay  be  sup- 
posed to  cease.  They  are  almost 
wholly  of  a  negative  character. 
While  they  prove  the  insufficiency 
of  the  explanations  hitherto  given  of 
this  process,  they  fail  to  substitute  in 
their  place  any,  more  definite  or  more 
probable  ;  and,  mortifying  as  it  is  to 
allow  that  our  knowledge  of  pheno- 
njeud  daily  passing  before  our  eyes 
is  confined  wilhin  such  narrow  limits, 
the  confession  seems  to  be  extorted 
from  us  by  imperative  necessity. 
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That  the  unaided  power  of  the 
heart  transmits  the  blood  through  its 
whole  course,  it  is  certainly  not  easy 
to  admit ;  but  what  is  the  nature  of 
the  other  motive  powers  concerned 
in  the  circulation,  is  a  point  on  which 
much  is  still  left  for  future  researches 
to  determine. 


USE   OF  THE  SPLEEN. 

A  PHYSIOLOGIST,  by  the  name  of 
Strauz,  has  thrown  out  a  novel  doc- 
trine respecting  the  spleen.  Having 
been  some  time  engaged  in  examin- 
ing the  subject,  and  in  experimenting 
on  the  spleens  of  elephants  and  oth- 
er animals,  he  has  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  this  organ,  which  has 
puzzled  the  wise  ones  of  every  age, 
is  no  other  than  an  electrical  appara- 
tus. "  I  can  show,"  says  he,  "  by 
experiments,  and  by  facts  from  com- 
parative anatomy,  that  the  spleen  is 
an  electric  apparatus,  by  the  agency 
of  which  the  blood  undergoes  a  par- 
ticular modification." 

If  it  be  true  that  some  savage 
tribes  cut  out  the  spleen  of  their 
hunters  in  order  to  remove  an  ob- 
struction to  their  speed,  and  if,  as 
we  have  been  taught  to  believe,  this 
part  has  been  taken  from  the  dog 
without  producing  any  perceptible 
functional  derangement,  we  must  be- 
lieve that  the  particular  modification 
of  the  blood  by  splenetic  electricity 
is  of  ver}'  little  importance  to  the 
system.  As,  tlien,  in  nature  there 
are  no  supernumeraries,  it  is  altoge- 
ther probable  that,  until  the  facts 
alluded  to  by  M.  Strauz  are  fully 
•exhibited,  the  profession  will  consider 
themselves  in  as  much  uncertainty  on 
the  subject  as  at  any  former  period. 


CASE  OF  FIVE  CHILDREN  AT  A  BIRTH. 

Furnished  hy  Dr.  Weiss^  and  com- 
municated  to  the  Clinic  hy  M, 
Cams. 

A  WOMAN,  27  years  of  age,  who  had 
been  married  five  years,  of  a  middle 
stature  and  robust  constitution,  after 
having  given  birth  to  twins  two  years 
before,  was  put  to  bed  with  five 
children.  The  regular  period  of 
pregnancy  was  passed,  and  nothing 
in  particular  occurred,  except  that 
the  woman  felt  herself  more  feeble 
than  usual,  with  less  inclination  to 
eat  or  sleep.  The  abdomen  had 
been  very  much  distended,  especial- 
ly on  the  right  side.  The  move- 
ments had  been  chiefly  felt  on  the 
left  side.  The  birth  of  the  first  child 
was  very  easy,  and  took  place  soon 
after  the  formation  of  the  watery  sac. 
The  others  came  more  slowly,  and 
the  last  with  much  the  most  difficulty. 
Each  was  enclosed  in  a  separate  sac, 
and  immediately  followed  by  its  par- 
ticular placenta.  All  were  born  with 
the  head  presenting  in  the  first  posi- 
tion. The  first  that  came  were  two 
boys,  then  a  girl,  next  a  boy,  and 
then  a  second  girl.  Not  one  of  them 
survived  the  third  day.  Their  gene- 
ral length  was  from  fifteen  and  a 
half  to  sixteen  and  a  half  inches. 
The  second  boy  did  not  weigh  two 
pounds  after  his  death.  Although 
all  were  regularly  formed,  they  did 
not  appear  to  have  attained  perfect 
maturity.  With  the  boys,  the  umbi- 
lical cord  was  sixteen  inches  long, 
but  only  twelve  with  the  girls  ;  pulsa- 
tion in  it  could  scarcely  be  perceived 
at  the  moment  of  birth.  The  child- 
ren had  an  old  look  ;  their  voice  was 
tremulous  ;  they  slept  continually  ; 
and  their  temperature  was  very  low. 
The  mother,  although  very  feeble, 
soon  regained  her  health. — Gcmein- 
same  deutsche  Zeitsch.fur  Gehurtsk. 

This  is  certainly  and  very  happily 
an  uncommon  case.  Instances,  how- 
ever, are  on  record  in  which  six 
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children  have  been  born  together  ; 
and  Petrus  Borelli  tells  us  of  a  distin- 
guished nobleman  whose  wife  was 
delivered  of  eight  at  a  single  birth. 
This  took  place  in  Paris,  in  1650. 
Two  of  these  children  were  quite 
large,  and  six  were  very  small. 
The  history  is  generally  considered 
authentic. 


Peculiar  Eruptive  Disease,  epide- 
mic among  Children. — It  is  slated  iu 
Rust's  Magazine,  1829,  that  Dr.  Stre- 
cher,  of  Dingelstadt,  has  observed 
among  children,  most  of  whom  had 
been  already  affected  with  scarlatina, 
a  peculiar  acute  eruption,  commenc- 
ing with  tolerably  severe  febrile 
symptoms  and  vomiting  ;  the  pulse 
quick  and  hard,  the  skin  dry  and 
hot.  There  was  severe  pain  of  the 
head,  and  inclination  to  sleep  ;  great 
thirst,  and  sometimes  delirium.  With 
these  symptoms  there  quickly  ap- 
peared an  eruption,  principally  con- 
fined to  the  neck,  breast,  and  upper 
part  of  the  abdomen,  of  a  deep  red, 
similar  to  erysipelas,  interspersed 
with  numerous  small  papulae,  resem- 
bling those  of  measles.  There  was 
no  redness  of  the  eyes,  no  symptoms 
of  catarrh,  nor  any  affection  of  the 
chest.  By  the  third  day,  the  erup- 
tion extended  itself  to  the  knees,  but 
appeared  very  slightly,  or  not  at  all, 
on  the  arms  and  legs.  The  febrile 
symptoms  continued,  in  general,  for 
five  days,  or  even  longer  ;  when,  in 
most  cases,  a  perspiration  broke  out 
towards  evening.  A  desquamation 
now  took  place  from  the  whole  body, 
but  most  extensively  from  the  neck. 
In  some  cases,  the  sudden  repulsion 
of  the  eruption  was  followed  by  in- 
flamnjation  and  suppuration  of  the 
glands  of  the  neck. — Tlie  treatment 
pursued  was  very  simple  ; — in  the 
commencement,  the  patient  was  al- 
lowed to  drink  freely  of  cold  water, 
subsequently  of  simple  elder  tea. 
The  disease  appears  to  have  been 
attended  with  little  or  no  danger. 


M.  Lisfranc^s  Treatment  of  l^le- 
phantiasis. — This  corjsists,  1st,  in 
reducing  the  nourishment  one-fourth 
part,  then  a  third,  and  finally  one- 
half;  2d,  in  the  employment  of 
bloodletting,  or  application  of  leech- 
es. Antiphlogistics  persevered  in 
until  the  inflammatory  symptoms  are 
entirely  dissipated.  After  tliis,  he 
has  recourse  to  compression.  When 
these  means  do  not  succeed,  he  ap- 
plies numerous  vesicatories,  or  re- 
sorts to  scarifications,  making  one 
hundred  at  a  time.  In  one  case,  the 
number  of  these  amounted  to  three 
thousand. 

But  to  ensure  success,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  use  great  numbers  of 
leeches  every  tiine  that  inflammation 
supervenes.  If  this  inflammation  be 
of  the  erysipelatous  kind,  it  must  be 
left  to  run  its  course,  at  least  if  it  be 
not  too  violent  (in  which  case  leeches 
and  antiphlogistics  will  be  required),, 
since  experience  has  shown  that  this, 
form  of  inflammation  is  favorable  to 
the  resolution. — Nouv.  Biblio.  Med,_ 


Phrenology. — Dr.  Elliotson  relat- 
ed, at  a  meeting  of  the  London  Phre- 
nological Society,  the  following  case 
of  a  young  lady  under  his  care,  who 
is  diseased  mentally  in  reference  to 
cleanliness.  This  patient  "suffers 
the  greatest  anxiety  lest  any  dirt 
should  touch  her,  or  any  dust  get  oa 
her.  If  she  treads  on  anything  in 
the  street  that  is  in  the  form  of  dirt, 
she  stands  and  examines  it,  and,  after 
looking  at  it  for  some  time,  heaves  a 
sigh  and  goes  on.  Sometimes  she 
stops  so  long  that  a  crowd  collects,  a 
coach  is  called,  and  she  is  carried 
away.  When  any  person  enters  the 
room,  she  rises  and  tries  whether  the 
door  is  fast,  lest  any  wind  should  blow 
dust  in  upon  her.  On  being  asked 
whether  she  felt  any  pain  in  her 
head,  she  replied  '  yes,'  and  put  her 
fingers  on  the  organ  of  cautiousness." 
— Lond.  Med.  &  Surg.  Journ. 

On  blistering  Infants. — The  me- 
lancholy consequences  which  fre- 
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qiiently  arise  from  the  application  of 
blisters  to  young  children,  renders 
every  suggestion  which  it  is  probable 
may  prevent  them  of  great  impor- 
tance. We  find  that  an  hour,  or  an 
hour  and  a  half,  is  a  sufficient  time 
for  a  blister  to  remain  on  a  child, 
and  although  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time  no  vesication  is  apparent, 
yet,  if  the  part  be  covered  with  any 
mild  dressing  or  a  poultice,  a  suffi- 
cient degree  of  irritation  will  be  ob- 
served in  a  few  hours'  time  ;  in  fact, 
quite  sufficient  for  the  peculiarl}^  de- 
licate and  susceptible  constitution  of 
children.  When  the  emplast.  can- 
tharides  has  been  employed  in  this 
manner,  we  have  never  witnessed 
any  alarming  result. — Ih. 

Complete  Amaurosis  cured  by  fhe 
Application  of  Leeches  to  the  Nasal 
Foss(B. — Dr.  Guepinet,  of  Landre- 
cies,  relates,  in  the  Annates  de  la 
Medecine  Physiologique^  Vol.  JT., 
the  case  of  a  child,  aged  five  years, 
who  was  suddenly  attacked  with 
complete  amaurosis,  without  any 
known  cause.  The  disease  resisted 
the  usual  remedies  for  nearly  two 
months  and  a  half,  when  Dr.  G.  be- 
ing consulted,  he  advised  the  appli- 
cation of  leeches  to  the  nasal  fossae. 
The  day  after  the  application,  the 
child  was  able  to  see  a  little  ; — thus 
encouraged.  Dr.  G.  had  one  or  two 
leeches  applied  daily  for  a  week,  at 
the  end  of  which  period  the  child's 
sight  was  entirely  reestablished, 

Anti- asthmatic  Effects  of  the  Tinc- 
ture of  Lobelia  Liflaia. — Mr.  W.  B. 
Andrews  states,  in  a  communication 
to  the  Editor  of  the  London  Medical 
Gazette,  that  he  has  been,  for  up- 
wards of  two  years,  afflicted  with  an 
inveterate  asthma,  which  deprived 
him  of  rest,  and  the  spasmodic  effects 
of  which  were  frequent  and  most  dis- 
tressing. When  he  finds  these  pa- 
roxysnis  coming  on,  he  now  takes 
fifteen  drops  of  the  tincture  of  the 
Lobelia  ■  inflaia^   which  invariably 


gives  him  immediate  relief,  although 
previously  to  his  using  it  the  violent 
couglnng  fits  often  lasted  from  one 
to  two  hours. 


Chirayita  in  Asthma. — A  mixture 
of  the  infusion  of  the  chirayita  herb, 
the  tincture  of  the  lobelia  infiata,  and 
the  subcarbonate  of  soda,  in  the  fol- 
lowing proportions,  have  been  taken 
with  the  most  decided  advantage  by 
several  nervous  asthmatics,  whose 
digestive  organs  were  at  the  time 
much  disordered  : — 

Take  of  Infusion  of  Chirayita,  3  vij. 
Tincture  of  do.,  I  3  i* 
Tincture  of  Lobelia  Inflata,  3  *.)• 
Subcarbonate  of  Soda,  3  ij«  Mix, 

The  dose  of  this  mixture  is  from 
two  to  three  tablespoonsful  three 
times  a  day. 


Puerperal  Fever. — A  physician  of 
Toulouse  has  published  a  case  of 
puerperal  fever,  attended  with  very 
unfavorable  symptoms,  in  which  the 
applTcation  of  ice  to  the  su  rfaceof 
the  abdomen,  and  drinking  freelyof 
iced  water,  after  copious  bleeding, 
proved  successful.  The  day  after 
the  adoption  of  this  practice,  the  pa- 
tient perspired  copiously,  the  mam- 
mary glands  secreted  milk,  and  the 
lochia  reappeared.  The  patient  en- 
tirely recovered  in  a  few  days. 

Tic  Douloureux. — Dr.  P.  Richet, 
of  Metz,  relates,  in  his  thesis  present- 
ed to  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of 
Strasbourg,  four  cases  of  this  disease, 
which,  after  resisting  the  ordinary 
treatment,  yielded  to  the  administra- 
tion of  powdered  Peruvian  bark  one 
grain,  and  snuff  two  grains,  mixed 
and  used  as  snuflf.  He  says  he  al- 
ways found  the  above  dose  sufficient, 
and  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
days  to  cure  the  malady  as  if  by 
enchantment. 

Among  the  new  remedies  for  Tic 
Douloureux,  (hat  which  is  most  high- 
ly praised  by  those  who  have  used 
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it,  is  the  essential  oil  of  the  laurus 
nobilis  (the  sweet  bay.)  It  is  said 
that  the  external  application  of  this 
oil  is  immediately  efficacious  in  re- 
lieving the  pain  and  terminating  the 
spasm.  The  strongest  case  we  have 
seen  noticed,  is  that  of  a  medical 
gentleman  in  England  who  was  se- 
veral months  severely  afflicted  with 
this  disease  in  the  face  and  forehead. 
The  paroxysms  were  sometimes  so 
violent  as  to  produce  delirium.  He 
states  that  ^'  this  essential  oil,  gently 
rubbed  over  the  parts  affected,  al- 
most instantaneously  allayed  the 
pain,  and  always  succeeded  in  pro- 
curing a  good  night's  rest." 


Hip  Presentations. — In  the  Ma- 
ternite,  in  Paris,  in  twenty  thousand 
cases,  three  hundred  and  sixty  were 
hip  presentations.  Of  these,  only 
thirty  required  the  interference  of  art. 
— La  Clinique. 


Sulphate  of  Copper  in  Bread. — 
M.  Orfila  has  detected  sulphate  of 
copper  in  bread  made  at  Bruges. 
He  was  consulted  by  the  authorities 
there  on  the  subject,  from  a  suspicion 
on  their  part  that  deleterious  sub- 
stances were  employed  by  the  bakers 
in  that  city,  to  improve  the  appear- 
ance of  the  bread. — Do  the  London 
bakers  make  us  eat  blue  vitriol  in 
our  rolls  ? — 31ed.  Gaz. 


Supposed  Artificial  Diamonds. — 
M.  Thenard  gave  an  account  of  the 
experiments  made  by  himself,  MM. 
Dumas  and  Cagniard  de  la  Tour,  to 
verify  the  trials  by  which  the  latter 
thought  he  had  obtained  the  power 
of  crystallizing  carbon,  and  forming 
diamond.  An  accurate  analysis  of 
these  crystals,  which  had  no  color, 
proved,  however,  that  they  were  only 
sicilates,  and  not  artificial  diamond. — 
Annales  de  C/iimie,  1829. 


Laurel. — The  butchers  of  Geneva 
have  a  singular  mode  of  preventing 


flies  from  attacking  the  meat  in  their 
shops.  They  rub  the  walls  and 
boards  on  which  the  meat  is  placed 
with  the  essential  oil  of  laurel  ;  the 
smell  of  which  keeps  away  this  trou- 
blesome insect. 


Law  and  Medicine. — Where  can 
you  go,  where  there  are  not  at  least 
twice  as  many  aspirants  for  the  prac- 
tice of  law  and  medicine,  as  can  find 
honorable  subsistence  and  employ- 
ment in  these  professions  ? — What 
must  be  the  occupation  of  these  su- 
pernumeraries, unable  to  dig,  asham- 
ed to  beg,  and  with  minds  sharpened 
by  cultivation,  study,  pride  and  am- 
bition, and  looking  upon  laws  as  men 
traps,  and  society  as  fair  game  ?  It 
is  out  of  the  question,  that  there  is  a 
ruinous  propensity,  in  the  great  mass 
of  the  people,  to  train  their  childreu 
to  live  by  their  wits  instead  of  their 
industry.  We  know  not  how  others 
regard  this  unhappy  inclination.  To 
us  it  is  one  of  the  most  fearful  omens^ 
of  our  day.  True,  it  must  ultimately 
correct  itself.  But  what  formidable 
armies  of  scheming  dandies,  and  of 
wordy  demagogues,  and  reckless  edi- 
tors, will  be  forced  upon  the  commu- 
nity, born  to  eat  up  the  corn,  and 
compelled  to  raise  the  wind,  that,  as, 
moon  cursers  and  wreckers,  they 
may  profit  by  confusion !  Mr.  Este 
recommends  that  the  pursuit  of  agri- 
culture swallow  up  these  supernume- 
raries, who,  instead  of  making  ha- 
rangues and  stump  speeches,  and 
eulogizing  king  Caucus,  may  be  more 
usefully  employed  to  make  two 
blades  of  wheat  to  grow  where  only 
one  grew  before. —  \Vest..  Rev. 


REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 

The  week  ending  Sept.  11,  at  noon. 

Of  abscess,  1 — consumption,  3 — convul- 
sions, 1 — cholera  infantum,  2 — croup,  1 — 
canker,  1 — dysentery,  2 — delirium  tremens, 
1 — infantile,  4 — lung  fever,  3 — measles,  2 — 
sudden,  1 — teething,  2 — unknown,  2.  Males, 
16— females,  10.    Total,  26. 


496 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  just  pub- 
lished,— The  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.   By  George  Combe. 
From  the  Preface  to  the  American  edition. 

"  Mr.  Combe's  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  many  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  Educa- 
tion. It  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  This  is  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  au- 
thor, and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illus- 
trations, have  it  always  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brousjht  about. 

"  The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

"  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
amono^st  us  who  may  study  it  with  much 
advantag-e.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  or- 
der with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
;SCore  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  health 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
"bring  upon  him  premature  decay. — To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  com- 
munity." Sept.  8. 

HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

MEDICAL  LECTURES. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard 
University  will  begin  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  College,  Mason-street, 
Boston,  the  third  WEDNESDAY  in  Octo- 
ber next,  the  21st,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Warrejv. 

Chemistry,  Dr.  Webster. 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence, 
Dr.  CHANNI^G. 

Materia  Medica,  Dr.  Bigelow. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Dr.  Jack- 
son. 

Students  attending  the  Mediral  Lec- 
tures are  admitted,  without  ftt^  to  the 


Surgical  Operations  and  Clinical  Practice 
of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital^ 
during  the  courses. 
Aug.  4.       W.  CHANNING,  Btan, 
eoptOct21. 

A TREATISE  on  he  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, by  C.G.  HuFELAND,  Physician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  <fec.,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  &  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

RICHARD  A.  NEWELL,  Druggist, 
/  respectfully  acquaints  the  physicians 
and  families  of  the  city,  that  he  has  made 
arrangements  with  one  of  the  first  mercan- 
tile houses  on  the  continent,  to  be  regu- 
larly supplied  with  the  Genuine  Medici- 
nal f>eech.  He  has  now  on  hand  a  fresh 
supply,  just  received,  which  are  for  sale. 

N.  B.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  gen- 
uine Leeches  by  the  usual  way  has  in- 
duced him  to  make  the  above  arrange- 
ment at  considerable  expense,  and  he 
hopes  it  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
medical  faculty.  Summer-street,  oppo- 
site Purchase-street. 

Sept.  1.  3t. 

BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTI- 
TUTION. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  LECTURES 
will  commence  on  the  first  Thurs- 
day in  September,  and  continue  fifteen 
weeks. 

Matriculation  ticket,  $  3.  Fee  for  Lec- 
tures, %  40.  Library  ticket,  $  1.  Gradu- 
ation, $  15,50.  Board,  including  wash- 
ing, lodging  and  room,  %  1,75  a  week. 

Pitlsjield^  July  22,  1829.  aug4tsept30 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  269  Wash- 
ington street,  corner  of  Winter  street 
has  just  received  a  fresh  supply  of  EURO- 
PEAN LEECHES,  extra  large  and  in 
prime  order.  Also,  by  the  late  arrivals,  a 
general  assortment  of  MEDICINE. 

Strict  personal  attention  paid  to 
Physicians"*  prescriptions  and  to  the  com- 
pounding and  delivery  of  Family  Medi- 
cine, and  all  favors  gratefully  received. 
Sept.  1. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  adilressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  cnnum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  ibrpe  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

GO&MAN  ON  TIGHT  LACING. 

Injurious  Effects  of  Tight  Lacing 
on  the  Organs  and  Functions  of 
Respiration^  Digestion^  Circula- 
tion^ <^c. 

(Concluded  from  p.  481.) 

To  say  nothing  farther  of  the  actu- 
al mischiefs  which  tight  lacing 
produces,  the  influence  it  exerts  on 
all  the  motions  of  the  bodj  is  en- 
tirely disadvantageous.  Can  any- 
thing on  earth  be  more  ungraceful 
than  the  gait,  the  walk  of  a  female 
who  is  extremely  corsetted."*  From 
the  shoulders  down,  as  stiffly  in- 
flexible as  the  parlor  tongs,  she 
can  only  advance  by  a  sideling 
shuffle  of  the  feet,  which  appear 
to  get  forward  by  stealth,  instead 
of  moving  the  body  w^ith  that  elas- 
tic mobility  characteristic  of  ita 
unrestrained  natural  condition.  In- 
stead of  the  easy  graceful  inclina- 
tion of  a  flexible  form,  we  have  an 
awkward  ungainly  attempt  to  ba- 
lance the  body  on  the  limbs  ;  the 
shoulders  stiffened  backwards,  as 
if  shackled  with  iron  ;  the  chest 
girded  in,  till  breath  can  scarcely 
be  drawn  ;  and  the  trunk  of  the 
body  as  rigid  as  if  carved  in  wood, 
— the  figure  looking  like  a  carica- 
ture upon  nature,  ease,  and  grace  ! 
When  ladies  in  this  trim  enter  a 
room,  especially  after  walking, 
they  can  scarcely  speak  for  seve- 
ral minutes,  and  their  bosoms  heave 
with  an  unnatural  agitation.  If 
32 


the  busk  be  of  the  faskionahU 
length,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to 
sit  comfortably  in  a  chair  ;  they 
must  perch  on  its  outer  edge,  to 
prevent  the  busk  from  being  push- 
ed tov\^ards  the  chin,  &c.  All  this 
torture,  uneasiness,  and  inconve- 
nience, is  patiently  endured,  and 
for  what.'*  because  it  is  fashionable! 
Grace,  ease,  elegance,  and  com* 
fort,  are  alike  immolated  to  this 
Moloch,  who  spares  none  who  pre- 
tend to  the  rank  of  fashionable  ! 

In  persons  of  somewhat  more 
robust  frames,  the  use  of  tight  cor- 
sets is  followed  by  a  very  severe 
pain,  which  is  experienced  at  the 
time  of  taking  them  off*,  and  rather 
different  in  kind  from  that  we  have 
mentioned  as  occurring  to  delicate 
females.  The  pain  in  this  case  is 
caused  by  the  return  of  the  blood 
to  the  parts  which  have  been  vio- 
lently compressed  by  the  corsets, 
and  enjoyed  but  a  partial  circula- 
tion while  they  were  worn.  It  is 
exceedingly  acute,  and  requires 
the  corset  to  be  very  gradually 
loosened.  Some  idea  of  it  may 
be  formed  by  those  who  have  oc- 
casionally taken  off"  a  very  tight 
garter  or  other  ligature,  which  has 
been  worn  for  some  hours.  We 
feel  less  commiseration  for  such 
sufferers,  who  have  not  the  shadow 
of  excuse  which  is  offered  by  the 
delicate  ;  they  do  not  need  support, 
and  are  merely  solicitous  to  make 
"  a  figure  !" 

Very  probably  it  may  be  urged 
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that  the  evils  we  have  indicated 
are  confined  to  a  comparatively 
small  number,  and  that  a  much 
greater  proportion  of  females  wear 
corsets  without  suffering  these  in- 
conveniences or  injuries.  Howe- 
ver true  it  may  be  that  some  per- 
sons use  corsets  with  impunity,  it 
does  not  in  the  least  diminish  the 
force  of  the  well-founded  objections 
made  to  them  in  the  preceding  ob- 
servations :  it  may  be  said  with 
equal  truth,  that  numerous  indivi- 
duals use  spirituous   liquors,  or 
amuse  themselves  by  occasional 
gaming,  without  injury  ;  yet  we 
know  that  the  vast  majority  of 
mankind  are  but  too  prone  to  pass 
from  the  use  to  the  abuse  of  both 
the  latter  ;  and  as  in  the  case  of 
spirituous  liquors,  the  transition 
from  the  use  to  the  abuse  is  fre- 
quently so  gradual  as  to  be  nearly 
imperceptible  until   the  severest 
evils  are  produced,  so  it  is  most 
probable,  especially  in  young  per- 
sons, that  the  use  of  corsets  and 
busk  will  speedily  and  impercepti- 
bly advance  to  their  abuse.  There 
is   one   circumstance,  moreover, 
which  should  be  particularly  re- 
membered, which  is,  that  although 
ladies    properly    educated,  and 
aware  of  the  danger  of  misusing 
corsets,  might  employ  them  with- 
out especial  injury,  the  females  of 
lower  ranks  in  life,  who  imitate 
what  they  see  in  those  above  them, 
without  reference  to  cause  or  con- 
sequence, will  almost  inevitably  be 
led  to  do  themselves  the  worst  in- 
juries.   We  see  daily  confirmation 
of  this  in  the  attempts  of  female 
attendants,  &c.,  to  imitate  their 
employers,  in  the  article  of  lacing 
at  least,  nor  is  it  at  all  uncommon 
for  such  young  women  to  be  obliged 
to  consult  physicians  for  various 
suj)posed  diseases,  which  are  the 
immediate  results  of  their  prepos- 


terous attempts  to  make  them- 
selves fine  figures."  Many  of 
them,  with  this  view,  keep  on  their 
corsets  and  busks  all  night,  tight- 
ening, when  they  lie  down,  instead 
of  loosening  them,  and  again  in  the 
morning  drawing  them  still  closer, 
— considering  every  successive  half 
inch  in  the  compression  and  dimi- 
nution of  the  lower  part  of  the 
chest,  as  so  much  clear  gain."* 
The  consequences  that  speedily 
follow  are,  loss  of  appetite,  head- 
ach,  palpitation,  and  most  of  the 
sufferings  already  mentioned. 

After  all  our  researches,  we 
have  not  been  able  to  discover  the 
exact  origin  of  this  ridiculous  and 


*  Not  long  since,  the  following  scene 
occurred  under  our  notice,  at  a  boarding- 
house  in  Philadelphia. — The  girl  of  the 
house,  a  tall,  good-looking  joung  woman, 
at  the  proper  time  in  the  afternoon  filled 
the  tea-kettle,  and  brought  it  to  the  kitch- 
en hearth,  where  she  placed  it  on  a  bench. 
To  place  it  over  the  fire  required  consi- 
derable stooping,  and  this,  as  it  turned 
out,  w^as  impossible  to  her.  Repeated 
and  fruitless  were  her  attempts,  by  a  sort 
of  crouching  attitude,  to  accomplish  her 
object ;  there  was  no  one  present  to  assist 
or  to  relieve  her  from  the  restraint  which 
prevented  stooping,  and  at  length  in  des- 
pair she  gave  up  her  trials,  and  stood  by 
the  kettle  as  if  debating  what  she  should 
do.  The  mistress  came  to  inquire  if  the 
water  was  boiling,  and  found  it  not  yet 
on  the  fire  ! — To  her  utter  astonishment, 
"  the  young  lady''''  confessed  that  she  had 
her  long  busk^''  on, — that  her  "  lacing,^^ 
which  was  excessively  tight,  was  in  a 
"  hard  knot,"  and  that  she  "  could  not 
possibly  stoop""  to  put  on  the  kettle  !  On 
another  occasion,  the  writer  was  obliged 
to  stop  and  admire  one  of  those  faithful 
imitators  of  high  life,  who,  attired  in  a 
rich  yellow  barege  frock,  with  gorgeous 
balloon  sleeves,  and  laced  to  a  most  fash- 
ionable degree,  was  occupied  in  sweeping 
out  one  of  the  filthiest  gutters  in  Seventh 
Street !  Nothing  was  wanting  to  com- 
plete the  picture,  but  one  of  the  exqui- 
sitely dressed  and  Russian  belted  gem- 
men,"  we  occasionally  see  in  the  streets, 
to  have  shaded  her  with  an  umbrella, 
while  she  was  engaged  in  discharging 
this  receptacle  of  "liquid  sweets." 
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injurious  mode  of  dressing.  That 
in  one  modification  or  other  it  has 
been  employed  among  Europeans 
for  ages,  we  have  unquestionable 
proof.  The  circumstance  of  its 
being  confined  principally  to  those 
countries  whose  moral  and  religious 
codes  have  a  common  foundation, 
forces  us  to  conclude  that  the  con- 
trivances of  stays,  corsets,  &c., 
were  designed  to  conceal^  as  far  as 
possible,  the  consequences  of  levity 
and  imprudence.  The  idea  of  im- 
proving the  figure  by  their  use, 
was  originally  a  mere  excuse  to 
cover  the  real  object  for  which 
they  were  worn.  The  disposition 
to  imitate,  so  common  to  the  human 
race,  favored  the  views  of  the  de- 
praved and  designing,  and  multi- 
tudes of  elegant  and  innocent  wo- 
men fell  into  a  fashion  which  pro- 
mised improvement  to  their  per- 
sonal charms,  while  in  reality  it 
was  productive  of  their  destruction. 
The  same  phantom  of  augmenting 
attractiveness  by  their  employment, 
contributed  to  prolong  the  illusion 
to  the  present  time,  and  as  our 
fashionable  females  have  felt  the 
influence  produced  on  their  mothers 
by  this  folly,  we  have  now  the  su- 
peradded excuse  of  need  of  support, 
on  account  of  muscular  debility, 
urged  for  its  continuance.  It  is 
not  a  little  curious  to  observe  the 
effect  that  has  been  produced  on 
female  sentiments,  by  the  operation 
of  this  cause.  The  object  being  to 
look  slender  (graceful  is  utterly 
impossible,  if  the  body  thus  dressed 
be  in  motion),  all  rotundity  of  per- 
son is  regarded  as  vulgar  or  inele- 
gant, though  nature  has  taken  infi- 
nite pains  to  render  all  living  forms 
round  and  swelling,  both  externally 
and  internally.  Hence  the  youth- 
ful and  unmarried  are  exceedingly 
desirous,  by  aid  of  cord  and  busk, 
to  look  Jlat^  and  in  every  sense  of 


the  term  are  successful  ; — the 
same  horror  of  rotundity  follows 
them  through  life,  and  nothing  is  so 
common  as  to  find  those  who  have 
lived  and  dressed  with  an  exclusive 
view  to  gain  husbands,  with  all  the 
mawkishness  of  false  delicacy,  us- 
ing injurious  efforts  to  conceal  their 
approach  to  the  endearments  and 
respectability  of  maternity.  Far 
be  it  from  our  thoughts  to  wish 
that  our  matrons  should,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  abate  of  their  sen- 
sitiveness on  this  or  any  other  sub- 
ject connected  with  purity  of  mind; 
but  a  close  and  somewhat  protract- 
ed observation  has  fully  Convinced 
us,  that,  from  the  cause  we  have 
mentioned,  and  others  we  dare  not 
speak  of,  an  excess  of  false  delica- 
cy under  such  circumstances  has 
become  fashionable.  If  all  the 
rest  of  the  world  were  to  resolve 
on  the  use  of  tight  lacing,  mothers 
should  determine  to  lay  it  aside,  if 
only  in  compassion  to  their  off*- 
spring,  whose  health  and  happiness 
may  otherwise  be  entirely  sacri- 
ficed. If  we  make  strict  examina- 
tion among  children  of  fashionable 
parents,  we  shall  find  proof  suffi- 
cient of  this,  even  if  nothing  worse 
be  discovered  than  pale,  delicate, 
rickety,  or  scrofulous  subjects, 
whose  appearance  proclaims  im- 
perfect health  with  enfeebled  and 
easily  injured  constitutions.  The 
injuries  produced  on  many  delicate 
females  by  tight  lacing,  before  and 
after  marriage,  have  been  suffi- 
ciently great,  in  numerous  in- 
stances, to  destroy  all  the  joyous 
hopes  and  anticipations  which  are 
incident  to  maternity,  and  rendered 
the  conjugal  condition  one  of  un- 
ceasing disappointment  and  gloomy 
solitude. 

Enough,  however,  has  been  said 
on  this  subject,  although  we  have 
given  but  an  imperfect  catalogue 
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of  the  mischiefs  produced  by  tight 
lacing.  Much  of  what  we  have 
said  will  be  regarded  by  tight  lac- 
ers  as  a  mere  attempt  to  alarm, 
because  they  have  not  yet  especial- 
ly suffered  from  this  cause.  If 
inquiry  be  made  of  physicians  re- 
siding in  our  cities,  ample  confir- 
mation of  all  we  have  stated  may 
be  obtained,  and  proofs  of  still 
greater  evils  from  this  cause  af- 
forded.* We  cannot,  however, 
hope  to  effect  much  against  the 
preponderating  influence  of  fashion, 
considering  how  often  it  has  been 
attempted  by  others  unsuccessfully. 
Nevertheless,  we  have  esteemed  it 
a  duty  to  make  even  this  imperfect 
essay,  hoping  that  possibly  one  pa- 
rent might  be  convinced,  or  one 
female  saved  from  injury. 

II. 

LAWS    RESPECTING  DISSECTION. 

Salem,  Sept  1,  1829. 
Sir, — The  Massachusetts  Medi- 
cal Society  having  appointed  us  a 
Committee  to  consider  if  any 
change  can  be  effected  in  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  in 


*  The  writer  has  twice  opened  the  bo- 
dies of  females  who  were  addicted  to  ex- 
cessively tight  lacing^.  In  both,  the  liver, 
stomach,  spleen,  diaphragm,  lungs  and 
heart  were  permanently  and  injuriously 
displaced.  Many  of  the  '•''liver  com- 
plaints''''  suffered  by  fashionable  ladies  are 
entirely  owing  to  the  same.  The  follow- 
ing is  extracted  from  a  Baltimore  paper, 
and  is  an  illustration  in  point. 

"  Sudden  Death. — A  colored  woman, 
recently  from  New  York,  in  the  employ 
of  Mr.  F.  M.  Diffendelfer,  of  Baltimore, 
died  suddenly  on  Thursday  last,  while 
standing  at  a  table  ironing  clothes  !  An 
inquest  was  held  over  the  body,  during 
which  it  was  opened  by  a  physician  who 
was  called  in.  It  appeared  that  the  de- 
ceased had  been  in  the  habit  of  tight  lac- 
ing to  such  a  degree  as  to  force  the  liver 
from  its  natural  seat.  The  more  imme- 
diate cause  of  her  death  was  the  rupture 
of  a  bloodvessel  near  the  heart." 


relation  to  human  dissection,"  we 
have  the  honor  to  solicit  your  in- 
fluence and  interest  to  cooperate 
with  us  in  devising  means  to  ad- 
vance the  welfare  of  the  communi- 
ty, and  of  our  common  profession, 
so  deeply  involved  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  Anatomical  Science. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  you.  Sir, 
that  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
which  now  oppose  the  practical 
study  of  Anatomy  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, are  such  as  operate 
almost  to  the  complete  discou- 
ragement of  the  student  and  prac- 
titioner in  pursuing  this  study  ; 
and  that  these  difficulties  and  this 
discouragement  grow  out  of  the 
popular  prejudice,  which  regards 
dissection  with  horror,  and  blinds 
the  community  to  a  view  of  the 
importance  of  the  knowledge 
which  is  sought  for,  and  the  faci- 
lity with  which  this  knowledge 
may  be  obtained,  without  any  out- 
rage upon  the  good  order  or  the 
genuine  good  feelings  of  the  pub- 
lic. It  is  to  the  removal  of  this 
popular  prejudice,  especially  as 
it  exists  in  the  minds  of  the  mem- 
bers of  our  Legislature,  that  we 
wish  to  direct  the  efforts  of  the 
influential  members  of  the  Medi- 
cal Society  ;  and  the  following 
are  some  of  the  statements  on 
which  it  IS  intended  to  rely,  in 
presenting  a  petition  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  a  modification  of  the 
existing  laws  : — 

1.  Anatomical  knowledge  is 
absolutely  necessary  in  all  branch- 
es of  our  profession.  No  consci- 
entious man  will  venture  to  per- 
form surgical  operations  without 
this  knowledge  ;  and  it  is  equally 
necessary,  to  enable  the  physician 
to  distinguish  the  seat  of  the  dif- 
ferent internal  diseases,  and  di- 
rect the  application  of  remedies. 

2.  This  knowledge  can  only  be 
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acquired  by  dissection.  For  it  is 
manifestly  as  absurd  to  expect  to 
learn  the  intricate  structure  of 
the  human  frame  by  means  of 
plates  and  models,  as  for  a  me- 
chanic to  acquire  a  practical  ac- 
quaintance with  the  structure  and 
movements  of  a  watch,  without 
being  allowed  to  inspect  the  inte- 
rior of  the  mechanism,  and  to 
take  it  in  pieces. 

3.  So  far  as  the  poor  are  con- 
cerned, it  is  for  their  especial 
benefit  that  all  physicians  should 
be  enabled  to  learn  Anatomy  tho- 
roughly, and  practise  it  occasion- 
ally during  life.  Riches  may 
procure  medical  or  surgical  skill, 
at  whatever  cost,  and  from  any 
distance  ;  and  so  long  as  the  rich 
are  willing  to  pay  for  this  skill  at 
its  highest  rate,  a  few  individuals 
will  be  found  who  will  seek  it 
abroad  or  at  home,  at  immense 
expense,  or  personal  sacrifice  and 
risk.  But  the  poor  must  be  de- 
pendent for  medical  and  surgical 
relief  on  those  who  are  nearest  to 
them;  and,  generally,  not  on  those 
who  have  had  the  most  opportuni- 
ties of  acquiring  skill  in  the  long- 
continued  practice  of  their  pro- 
fession. 

4.  In  confirmation  of  the  fore- 
going argument,  the  Committee 
would  refer  to  the  observation  of 
any  competent  member  of  the 
profession  to  say,  if  there  are  not 
among  the  paupers  who  are  sup- 
ported at  the  public  charge,  many 
whose  diseases  and  lameness  have 
passed  from  a  curable  to  an  incu- 
rable condition,  for  the  lack  of 
that  surgical  skill  which  could 
only  have  been  derived  from  a 
knowledge  of  practical  Anatomy. 
It  is  not  meant  to  be  asserted, 
that  all  fractures,  dislocations  and 
surgical  diseases  can  be  cured, 
without  some  cases  occurring  in 


which  such  lameness  will  una- 
voidably result,  as  will  occasion 
inability  to  labor.  But  so  nume- 
rous are  these  cases  now  known 
to  be,  and  so  great  the  amount  of 
loss  which  the  public  sustains  by 
the  loss  of  their  labor,  and  the 
expense  of  their  support,  that  the 
interest  which  the  community  has 
in  affording  the  means  of  lessening 
the  number  of  these  cases,  is  di- 
rect and  obvious. 

5.  All  lovers  of  good  order  and 
good  morals  must  feel  desirous  to 
prevent  amongst  us  the  growth  of 
a  body  of  people,  who  make  it 
their  business  to  violate  the  se- 
pulchres of  the  dead.  Late  ex- 
perience in  Europe  has  shown, 
that  the  bands  of  resurrectionists 
are  among  the  most  hardened  and 
desperate  villains  in  society  ;  and 
that  even  murder  has  been  resort- 
ed to  by  them.  These  desperate 
people  are  always  encouraged  by 
whatever  tends  to  create  obsta- 
cles to  the  lawful  presecution  of 
Anatomy,  and  will  always  find 
some  means  of  supplying  bodies, 
while  a  high  price  is  paid  for  them 
by  those  engaged  in  anatomical 
studies.  The  perfect  safety  of 
the  sepulchres  of  the  dead  may 
be  insured,  and  the  feelings  of  the 
living  preserved  from  the  least 
outrage,  by  a  proper  selection 
from  among  the  bodies  of  the 
dead. — If  the  bodies  of  persons 
who  are  unclaimed  by  the  friend- 
ship or  relationship  of  a  living  in- 
dividual, are  devoted,  under  pro- 
per regulations,  to  anatomical 
purposes,  there  will  be  found  in 
all  our  large  towns  an  adequate 
supply  of  those,  whose  death  no 
one  is  left  to  regret,  and  to  whose 
remains  no  one  is  willing  to  show 
respect. 

In  fine,  it  is  certain  that  the 
public,  as  a  body,  have  a  greater 
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degree  of  interest  in  this  matter 
than  even  physicians  ;  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  they  may  be  made  to 
view  this  interest  in  its  true  light. 

We  respectfully  request  of  you, 
Sir,  that  you  will  give  us  your  as- 
sistance in  promoting  the  object 
for  which  the  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed ;  and  especially  by  laying 
the  subject,  with  such  arguQients 
as  we  have  used,  and  others 
which  will  occur  to  yourself,  be- 
fore the  consideration  of  those 
members  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature  with  whom  you  are 
acquainted. 

We  also  request  you  would 
forward  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  any  important  views 
which  may  occur  to  you  on  this 
subject,  and  of  what  appears  to 
you,  from  your  personal  know- 
ledge of  the  course  of  public  opi- 
nion in  your  vicinity,  the  prospect 
of  success  in  the  anticipated  ap- 
plication to  the  General  Court. 

If  you  should  have  anything  to 
communicate,  please  to  forward  it 
previous  to  the  1st  of  October. 
We  are  your  obedient  servants, 
A.  L.  Peirson, 
William  Ingalls, 
John  C.  Warren, 
Geo.  C.  Shattuck, 
John  Brooks, 
John  D.  Wells, 
John  Ware. 


III. 

ACUPUNCTUEATION. 

The  following  account  of  this  re- 
medy, the  rage  for  which  has  never 
yet  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  this  new 
world,  is  from  the  spirited  pen  of  Dr. 
Johnson,  who  has  probably  assigned 
it  just  the  place  that  it  merits. 


In  nothing  is  fashion,  omnipotent 
fashion,  more  conspicuous  than  in 
medicine.  A  little  while  ago  the 
town  rang  with  acupuncture 
every  body  talked  of  it  ;  every 
one  was  curing  incurable  diseases 
with  it  ;  but  now  not  a  syllable  is 
said  on  the  subject,  and  acupunc- 
turation  would  seem  to  be  quietly 
consigned  to  "  Lethe's  silent 
stream."  In  France,  however, 
the  advocates  of  the  measure 
would  seem  to  be  as  hot  as  ever, 
and  cases  are  constantly  recorded 
of  the  wonderful  benefits  and 
cures  it  has  accomplished.  In 
the  Archives  Generales  for  last 
October,  two  cases  are  reported 
from  the  practice  of  M.  Trouve, 
where  it  seemed  (for  alas!  in  these 
matters  we  are  frequently  sadly 
taken  in)  to  produce  good  effects. 
The  first  was  that  of  a  young  wo- 
man laboring  under  many  of  those 
strange  hysterical  symptoms  so 
commonly  met  with  in  practice, 
and  that  to  a  very  distressing  de- 
gree. A  great  variety  of  general 
and  local  means  were  put  in  prac- 
tice with  little  or  no  effect,  when 
M.  le  Medicin  en  chef  resorted 
to  the  needles,  and  employed 
them  assiduously  for  many  days, 
as  often  as  the  slightest  premoni- 
tory symptom  of  a  hysterical  pa- 
roxysm made  its  appearance. 
The  patient  soon  left  the  hospital 
cured.  The  second  patient  was 
also  a  young  woman,  who  had 
suffered  for  seven  years  from  pa- 
ralysis of  the  right  lower  limb 
following  a  fall  upon  the  back, 
and  obliging  her  to  go  constantly 
on  crutches.  Four  applications 
of  the  needles  sufficed  to  give  her 
perfect  use  of  the  long  palsied 
limb,  and  shortly  afterwards  this 
patient  also  left  the  hospital. 

We  suppose  the  modus  operan- 
di of  acupuncture,  at  least  in 
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cases  of  this  description,  is  to  be 
considered  similar  to  that  of  in- 
cantations, cauls,  &c.,  for  it  is 
notorious  that  many  a  malady  has 
yielded  to  the  potent  spell  of  some 
old  beldame,  which  had  long  re- 
sisted the  professional  skill  of  the 
regular  descendents  of  Hippocra- 
tes. Whatever  the  mode  in  which 
the  needles  act  may  be,  if  they 
have  an  action,  and  that  a  good 
one,  they  are  worth  a  trial  now 
and  then  in  those  nervous  or  hys- 
terical disorders,  on  which  scien- 
tific measures  are  completely 
thrown  away.  We  have  seen  a 
most  salutary  salivation  produced 
by  bread  pills^  in  a  very  hypochon- 
driacal patient,  who  fancied  he 
had  syphilis,  and  that  he  ought  to 
be  put  under  the  influence  of  mer- 
cury. The  pills  of  course  were 
said  to  be  mercurial,  and  particu- 
lar injunctions  were  given  hira  to 
leave  them  off  as  soon  as  the 
mouth  should  be  affected. 


IV. 

OPIUM  EATERS. 

From  Mr,  Madden's  Travels  in 
Turkey, 

I  HAD  heard  so  many  contradicto- 
ry reports  of  the  sensations  pro- 
duced by  this  drug,  that  I  resolved 
to  know  the  truth,  and  according- 
ly took  my  seat  in  the  coffee- 
house, with  half  a  dozen  Theria- 
kis.  Their  gestures  were  fright- 
ful :  those  who  were  completely 
under  the  influence  of  the  opium 
talked  incoherently  ;  their  fea- 
tures were  flushed,  their  eyes 
had  an  unnatural  brilliancy,  and 
the  general  expression  of  their 
countenance  was  horribly  wild. 
The  effect  is  usually  produced  in 
two  hours,  and  lasts  four  or  five  ; 
the  dose  varies  from  three  grains 


to  a  drachm.  I  saw  one  old  man 
take  four  pills,  of  six  grains  each, 
in  the  course  of  two  hours:  I  was 
told  he  had  been  using  opium  for 
five-and-twenty  years  ;  but  this  is 
a  very  rare  example  of  an  opium 
eater  passing  thirty  years  of  age, 
if  he  commence  the  practice 
early.  The  debility,  both  moral 
and  physical,  attendant  on  its  ex- 
citement, is  terrible:  the  appetite 
is  soon  destroyed,  every  fibre  in 
the  body  trembles,  the  nerves  of 
the  neck  become  affected,  and 
the  muscles  get  rigid.  Several 
of  these  I  have  seen  in  this  place, 
at  various  times,  who  had  wry 
necks  and  contracted  fingers  ;  but 
still  they  cannot  abandon  the  cus- 
tom :  they  are  miserable  till  the 
hour  arrives  for  taking  their  daily 
dose  ;  and  when  its  delightful  in- 
fluence begins,  they  are  all  fire 
and  animation.  Some  of  them 
compose  excellent  verses,  and 
others  address  the  bystanders  in 
the  most  eloquent  discourses, 
imagining  themselves  to  be  em- 
perors, and  to  have  all  the  harems 
in  the  world  at  their  command. 

After  trying  the  experiment  on 
himself,  Mr.  M.  gives  the  following  - 
history  of  his  sensations  : — 

My  faculties  appeared  enlarg- 
ed :  every  thing  I  looked  at  seem- 
ed increased  in  volume  ;  I  had  no 
longer  the  same  pleasure  when  I 
closed  my  eyes  which  I  had  when 
they  were  open  ;  it  appeared  to 
me  as  if  it  was  only  external  ob- 
jects which  were  acted  on  by  the 
imagination,  and  magnified  into 
images  of  pleasure  ;  in  short,  it 
was  the  faint  exquisite  music 
of  a  dream"  in  a  waking  moment. 
I  made  my  way  home  as  fast  as 
possible,  dreading,  at  every  step, 
that  I  should  commit  some  extra- 
vagance.   In  walking,  I  was  hard- 
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ly  sensible  of  my  feet  touching 
the  ground  ;  it  seemed  as  if  I  slid 
along  the  street,  impelled  by  some 
invisible  agent,  and  that  my  blood 
was  composed  of  some  ethereal 
fluid,  which  rendered  my  body 
lighter  than  air.  I  got  to  bed  the 
moment  I  reached  home.  The 
most  extraordinary  visions  of  de- 
light filled  my  brain  all  night.  In 
the  morning  I  rose,  pale  and  dis- 
pirited ;  my  head  ached  ;  my  body 
was  so  debilitated  that  I  was 
obliged  to  remain  on  the  sofa  all 
the  day,  dearly  paying  for  my 
first  essay  at  opium  eating. 


SKETCHES 

OF 

PERIODICAL.  I,ITt:RATUBE. 


gOMETHING   NEW  RESPECTING  CREPI- 
TATION OF  THE  LUNGS. 

A  M.  PiEDAGNEL  has  undertaken  to 
prove  that  crepitation  of  the  lungs, 
so  far  from  being  a  proof  of  their 
healthy  state,  is  always  an  indication 
of  disease.  He  has  ascertained  that 
where  death  has  occurred  without 
laborious  breathing  or  any  injury  to 
the  lungs,  these  organs  do  not  crepi- 
tate on  pressure.  When  this  pheno- 
menon is  found,  therefore,  it  is  to  be 
attributed  to  a  partial  emphysema, 
that  is,  to  a  rupture  of  the  air-cells, 
and  the  escape  of  the  air  into  the 
common  cellular  substance.  This 
may  be  produced,  as  he  thinks,  by 
the  struggle  for  breath  which  occurs 
in  many  instances  before  death. 
After  inspiration,  the  glottis  is  con- 
tracted spasmodically,  and  the  ejfpi- 
ratory  action  of  the  muscles,  under 
these  circumstances,  is  sufficient  to 
cause  rupture.  It  may  also  be  oc- 
casioned by  forcible  inflation  of  the 


lungs,  as  in  the  attempt  to  produce 
respiration  by  this  means  in  stillborn 
children.  In  one  instance  where 
this  attempt  was  made  without  suc- 
cess, considerable  emphysema  was, 
on  examination,  found  in  the  lungs, 
and  the  inference  was,  that  the  em- 
physema had  been  caused  by  the  in- 
flation. Some  experiments,  subse- 
quently made  on  living  animals,  tend- 
ed to  confirm  this  conclusion.  Infla- 
tion produced  embarrassed  respira- 
tion, and  shortly  after,  death  ;  and 
in  the  dead  body  the  lungs  were 
found  pale  and  emphysematous. 


SURGERY  OF  GALEN. 

In  the  course  of  some  observations 
on  the  degree  of  sensibility  possessed 
by  the  heart.  Dr.  J.  R.  Coxe  cites  a 
case  from  Galen  which  proves  this 
medical  patriarch  possessed  more 
anatomical  knowledge  and  skill  in 
surgery  than  is  generally  supposed. 
A  boy  had  received  a  blow  on  the 
sternum.  This  being  neglected,  led 
to  an  abscess  on  the  part,  which  was 
opened  and  seemed  to  heal.  Matter 
formed  however  a  second  time,  and 
was  again  evacuated  ;  but  the  wound 
thus  made  continued  open,  notwith'* 
standing  every  effort  made  to  heal  it, 
"  On  this  account,"  says  Galen,  "  a 
consultation  was  called,  at  which  I 
was  present.  The  sternum  was  so 
much  affected  by  caries  that  the  mo- 
tion of  the  heart  could  be  seen  through 
it  on  the  left  side.  No  one  however 
dared  to  propose  ibe  removal  of  the 
diseased  portion  ;  because  it  was 
thought  to  involve  a  perforation  of 
the  thorax.  Notwithstanding  this 
danger,  I  undertook  to  perform  the 
operation  ;  but  stipulated  that  as  the 
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extent  of  disease  in  the  parts  subja- 
cent to  the  bone  could  not  be  judged 
of,  I  would  not  fuiswer  for  lis  eflfi-ct- 
ing  a  cure.  On  denuding  the  bone, 
the  extent  of  disease  was  found  to 
be  nearly  such  as  had  been  observed 
externally;  the  margins,beneath  which 
were  the  veins  and  arteries,  being 
healthy, — a  circumstance  which  ena- 
bled me  to  operate  with  great  confi- 
dence. Having  removed  the  part 
affected,  I  found  that  the  pericardium 
was  involved  in  the  disease,  and  that 
the  heart  was  laid  bare.  This  caused 
me  some  apprehension  at  first ;  but 
in  the  course  of  a  short  time  the  pa- 
tient was  restored  to  health  ;  an  event 
which  could  not  have  been  hoped,  had 
no  one  been  willing  to  operate,  and  the 
operation  itself  could  not  have  been 
performed,  except  by  one  versed  in 
the  science  of  anatomy." 


CHOREA — WITH  DISSECTION. 

An  interesting  case  of  chorea  has 
occurred  at  the  Sunderland  Dispen- 
sary. The  subject  of  it  was  a  girl 
16  years  of  age.  The  disease  af- 
fected the  left  side  of  the  body.  She 
grew  worse,  convulsions  came  on, 
and  she  died.  On  dissection,  a  cal- 
careous concretion  was  found  in  the 
medullary  substance  of  the  left  he- 
misphere of  the  brain.  This  stone 
was  of  an  irregularly  cubical  figure, 
each  of  its  sides  measuring  about  an 
inch.  The  medical  gentleman  who 
reports  the  case  slates  that  he  has 
seen  two  others  in  which  partial  pass- 
ed into  general  convulsions,  followed 
by  coma  and  death.  In  neither  of 
these  was  there  opportunity  for  post 
mortem  examination  of  the  brain. 
From  the  great  similarity  of  the 
symptoms  to  those  of  the  present  case, 


he  judged  that  they,  and  indeed  most 
other  analogous  cases,  arise  more 
frequently  from  direct  irritation  of 
the  brain,  with  increased  afflux  of  the 
blood  hither,  than  from  sympathetic 
excitement  of  that  organ. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  con- 
cretion above  alluded  to  occurred  in 
the  same  side  of  the  body  as  the  con- 
vulsive movements  it  occasioned. 


SMALLPOX  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

In  the  last  No.  of  the  American  Jour- 
nal, we  see  the  account  of  an  epide- 
mic smallpox  which  occurred  in  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.  toward  the  close  of  the 
year  1828,  and  continued  for  six 
months.  A  few  of  the  facts  are  in- 
teresting, as  they  bear  on  the  point 
of  the  prophylactic  power  of  vacci- 
nation. One  individual  is  mention- 
ed, whose  case  was  known  to  the 
reporter.  He  had  been  vaccinated 
twelve  years  before,  and  retained  the 
mark  of  the  genuine  vaccine  vesicle; 
yet  he  went  regularly  through  the 
smallpox,  though  in  a  mild  form. 
Several  other  instances  are  mention- 
ed, where  persons  who  had  gone 
through  the  vaccine  disease  were 
greatly  exposed,  but  escaped  the  in- 
fection. 


CATARRHUS  VESICA. 

This  disease,  so  common  with  old 
people  in  the  higher  ranks  of  society, 
has  been  particularly  attended  to  of 
late  by  M.  Civiale.  He  is  of  opin-  ' 
ion  that  it  is  a  chronic  inflammation 
and  thickening  of  the  coats  of  the 
bladder,  occasioned  by  diminished 
tone  in  its  muscular  structure.  A  di- 
rect consequence  of  such  diminution 
is  an  imperfect  emptying  of  the  sac. 
The  remaining  urine  produces  irrita- 
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tion,  and  this  passes  into  chronic  in- 
flammation. He  relies  on  the  cathe- 
ter for  a  remedy. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  SEPT.  22,  1829. 


We  conclude  to-day  our  extract 
from  the  recently  published  work  of 
Dr.  Godraan,  of  Philadelphia.  This 
extract  comprises  the  whole  of  his 
treatise  on  Tight  Lacing,  with  the 
exception  of  his  description  of  the 
parts  concerned  in  the  process  of 
respiration, — a  portion  which  seem- 
.ed  unnecessary  for  medical  readers. 
Some  account  of  this  work  we  pro- 
pose to  give  in  our  next. 


LAWS  RESPECTING  DISSECTION. 

We  have  given  in  this  number  a  copy 
.iof  the  Circular  of  the  Committee  of 
ihe  Massachusetts  Medical  Society, 
io  whom  was  referred,  at  their  last 
i  leeting,  the  subject  of  Dissection. 
This  Circular  has  been  forwarded  to 
.members  of  the  Society,  and  we 
would  call  their  earnest,  immediate, 
and  devout  attention  to  the  proposi- 
tions it  contains.  The  subject  of 
this  Circular  is  of  incalculable  weight; 
it  is  the  key-stone  of  the  arch  on 
which  all  medical  and  surgical  sci- 
.ence  rests ;  its  importance  is  measur- 
ed only  by  the  practical  value  our 
profession  is  capable  of  acquiring, 
and  the  blessings  it  is  capable  of  ex- 
tending to  mankind.  Give  up  dissec- 
tion, and  the  beautiful  and  stupendous 
fabric  which  the  learning  and  labors  of 
medical  men,in  all  past  ages,  have  been 
spent  in  rearing,  must  inevitably  fall ; 
the  fountains  of  the  healing  art  will 
become  dry,  and  the  learned  and  ju- 


dicious physician,  the  skilful  and  ac- 
complished surgeon,  will  be  lost  ia 
the  impostor  charlatan. 

The  time  is  arrived  when  it  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  profession  to  take 
some  active  measures  to  facilitate 
dissection  in  this  country.  Every 
member  of  the  faculty  ought  to  feel 
that  to  move  or  be  quiet  in  this  mat- 
ter is  not  left  at  his  option  ;  a  duty, — 
a  high  and  commanding  duty, — urges 
him  to  spend  his  time  and  talents, 
to  use  the  utmost  of  his  influence,  in 
correcting  the  popular  error  on  this 
subject,  and  convincing  the  people, — 
the  true  rulers  of  the  land, — that 
every  obstacle  the  law  opposes  to 
dissection,  is  a  stepping-stone  to  the 
very  evil  it  would  avert.  So  long  as 
no  subjects  are  specially  allowed  by 
law  for  purposes  of  anatomy,  viola- 
tion of  the  grave  will  be  indiscrimi- 
nate. Just  in  proportion  as  these 
obstacles  are  increased,  the  price  of- 
fered for  subjects  will  be  enhanced, 
and  the  temptation  increased  to  pro- 
cure them  at  the  sacrifice  of  every 
feeling  of  the  heart, — to  procure 
them,  if  by  no  other  means,  by  those 
horrible  deeds  which  have  immortal- 
ized the  great  city  of  the  North  in 
the  annals  of  crime. 

This  is  not -a  fanciful  picture.  The 
eff'ect  of  legal  restraints  on  the  means 
for  dissection  in  Scotland,  have  pass- 
ed through  all  these  stages  to  the 
last, — the  climax  has  there  been  sur- 
mounted. In  this  country,  it  has 
made  an  alarming  progress ;  the 
sanctuary  of  the  dead  is  often  violat- 
ed, without  regard  to  the  number  or 
character  of  the  friends  who  follow- 
ed the  corps  to  its  supposed  resting- 
place  :  and  nothing  can  be  more  cer- 
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tain  than  the  fact,  that  the  closer  we 
shut  the  grave  against  the  resurrec- 
tionist the  sooner  will  he  find  his 
prey  elsewhere  ; — debarred  from  the 
depositories  of  the  dead,  he  will  seek 
it  in  the  retired  dwellings  of  the  liv- 
ing ;  shut  out  from  sacrilege,  he  will 
fly  to  murder. 

It  is  very  evident  that  by  devoting 
to  the  purposes  of  anatomy  the  bodies 
of  those  who  die  in  houses  of  correc- 
tion, the  current  of  events  which  is 
drawing  near  to  the  shocking  catas- 
trophe to  which  we  have  alluded, 
may  be  effectually  checked.  Such 
regulation  would  moreover  be  a 
strong  motive  with  the  vicious  to 
restrain  their  evil  passions,  and  thus 
act  with  a  double  power  in  promot- 
ing the  good  order,  good  morals, 
personal  security  and  happiness  of 
the  people. 

The  last  session  of  the  British 
Parliament  was  rendered  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  the 
nation  by  the  emancipation  of  the 
Catholics.  It  would  have  crowned 
the  glory  of  that  Parliament,  had 
they  exercised  as  enlightened  a  poli- 
cy toward  the  Surgeons.  Mr.  Peel 
exercised  his  energies  successfully  in 
satisfying  the  just  claims  of  the  for- 
mer, without  injury  to  church  or 
state ;  but  Mr.  Warburton  could 
not  effect  the  enmncipation  of  the 
Surgeons  from  the  severer  thraldom 
in  which  they  are  held  by  the  jaws 
of  the  land. — The  Catholics  were 
not  eligible  to  office  ; — the  surgeons 
are  the  only  persons  eligible  to  cer- 
tain offices,  and  yet  subjected  to 
heavy  penalties  if  they  discharge  ably 
and  faithfully  the  duties  which  those 
offices  impose  on  tbein  ;  for  no  man 


can,  in  the  nature  of  things,  discharge 
either  ably  or  faithfully  the  duties  of 
a  surgeon,  without  such  a  knowledge 
of  the  minute  structure  of  the  part  on 
which  he  operates,  •  as  dissection, 
alone  can  give  him.  If  a  surgeoni 
operate  hadly,  an  action  will  lie- 
against  him  for  malpractice,  and  he 
loses  his  professional  reputation  ; — 
if  he  takes  the  only  possible  measure- 
to  enable  him  to  operate  well,  the 
laws  of  bis  country  meet  him  with 
greater  severity,  and  the  popular 
voice  is  still  louder  against  him* 

Let  us  hope  that  the  proud  disr. 
tinction  of  leading  the  way  to  a  mora 
enlightened  policy  respecting  dissec- 
tion, remains  for  this  country. — If" 
this  is  to  be  effected  at  all,  it  must  b^ 
done  by  the  individual  efforts  of  me-* 
dical  men.  Great  and  salutary 
changes  in  our  laws  must  originate 
in  the  people,  and  any  attempt  tp 
effect  them  in  the  legislative  hall^ 
before  the  minds  of  the  people  are 
convinced  of  their  necessity  or  expe- 
diency, will  be  inevitably  abortive  \ 
it  is  working  against  a  current  which 
can  never  be  stemmed,  It  is  not  the 
water  poured  on  the  branches  of  the 
oak  which  gives  it  verdure  and  vigor; 
it  is  the  moisture  taken  in  drop  by 
drop  at  its  roots,  and  the  influence, 
however  small,  which  is  exerted  at 
the  extremity  of  its  minute  tendrils, 
is  that  alone  which  can  produce  any 
great  changes  in  its  more  conspicur 
ous  part.  Let  every  member  of  the 
profession  be  fully  apprized  of  the 
importance  of  his  own  private  per- 
sonal influence,  and  let  him  exert  it 
never  so  quietly,  but  with  judgment 
and  power,  and  the  great  result  will 
astonish  him. 
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HEALTH  OP  OUR  CITIES. 

The  Yellow  Fever  continues  to  pre- 
vail to  an  alarming,  and,  we  believe, 
imprecedented  extent,  at  New  Or- 
leans. From  thirty  to  forty  are  said, 
by  good  authority,  to  die  daily  of 
this  disease,  and  very  few  attacked 
by  it  recover.  Its  ravages  have  been 
particularly  great  among  those  Spa- 
nish Refugees  who,  driven  from 
their  homes  by  an  arbitrary  decree 
of  the  Mexican  Government,  sought 
a  refuge  where  so  many  of  them  have 
found  a  grave. 

At  Savannah  but  three  cases  of 
Yellow  Fever  have  occurred,  and  the 
city  is  esteemed  unusually  healthy. 

Charleston  has  escaped  this  scourge 
thus  far.  The  Carolinians  complain 
more  of  injured  cotton  crops  than 
4he  ravages  of  disease.  The  subsi- 
dence  of  the  recent  freshet  in  the 
Pee  Dee,  will  leave  pools  of  water 
scattered  over  a  large  tract  of  coun- 
try, whicli,  becoming  stagnant  and 
subjected  to  the  heat  of  a  southern 
sun,  must  produce  fever  in  great 
abundance.  The  only  safety  of  the 
river  inhabitants  will  be  the  continu- 
ance of  the  rains  into  October. 

We  have  no  reports  of  the  exist- 
ence of  any  malignant  or  other  pre- 
valent disease  in  Baltimore,  Phila- 
delphia, or  New  York. 

The  Dysentery  is  unusually  rife 
on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna, 
and  its  vicinity  ;  whole  families  are 
confined  at  once  to  their  beds,  but 
the  mortality  is  as  yet  inconsiderable. 

Our  autumnal  fever,  of  which  there 
is  more  or  less  in  this  city  every  fail, 
is  more  frequently  met  with  this  sea- 
son than  usual.  Although  the  cases 
arc  numerous  and  recovery  generally 


slow,  it  proves  fatal  but  seldom,  as 
may  be  seen  by  our  bills  of  mortality. 
A  good  practical  treatise  on  this  dis- 
ease is  much  wanted,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  the  Prize  offered  by  the  Boyls- 
ton  Committee  for  the  best  essay  on 
the  subject,  will  be  the  means  of 
supplying  this  deficiency  in  our  me- 
dical literature.  For  the  terms  on 
which  this  Prize  is  offered,  our  read- 
ers are  referred  to  No.  27,  Vol.  2d, 
of  this  Journal, 


MEDICAL  MANUFACTORIES. 

These  establishments  appear  to  be 
uninterrupted  in  their  operations  by 
the  pressure  of  the  times.  Within 
three  or  four  weeks,  42  medical  Doc- 
tors have  been  finished  off*  at  Bow- 
doin College,  10  at  Williams  College, 
35  at  Yale  College,  and  many  others 
which  we  have  not  time  to  enume- 
rate. 

Several  new  laborers  have  been 
also  engaged,  viz., — At  Bowdoin 
College,  James  McKean,  M.D.,  of 
Topsham,  as  Professor  of  Obstetrics, 
and  John  De  Lamater,  M.D.,  of 
Fairfield,  N.Y.,  as  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic. — 
At  Burlington  College,  Benjamin 
Lincoln,  M.D.,  of  this  city,  as  Pro- 
fessor of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

These  gentlemen,  with  their  Col- 
laborators and  others,  will  commence 
operations  at  their  respective  Insti- 
tutions as  follows  :  — 

At  Bowdoin  College,  about  the 
end  of  January  or  the  beginning  of 
February.  By  a  very  happy  arrange- 
ment, the  lectures  commence  at  this 
seminary  about  the  time  they  end 
elsewhere  ;  so  that  pupils  who  desire 
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it  can  avail  themselves,  in  a  single  sea- 
son, of  the  advantages  of  two  schools. 

At  the  Boston  Medical  College  of 
Harvard  University,  on  the  third 
Wednesday  in  October. 

At  Rutgers  Medical  College,  New 
York,  on  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember. 

At  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
on  the  first  Monday  in  November. 

At  the  University  of  Maryland,  on 
the  last  Monday  in  October. 

At  the  Medical  Department  of 
Washington  College,  on  the  first 
Monday  in  November. 

At  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institu- 
tion, the  Lectures  commenced  on  the 
first  Thursday  of  this  month. 

At  the  late  Commencement  at 
Yale  College,  the  Honorary  Degree 
of  M.D,  was  conferred  on  Drs.  Na- 
thaniel S.  Perkins,  Bela  Farnum,  Lu- 
ther Ticknor,  and  Darius  Hutchins. 

We  do  not  learn  that  any  other  of 
our  literary  institutions  found  any 
medical  gentlemen  within  the  sphere 
of  their  knowledge  worthy  of  simi- 
lar honors. 


TRANSATLANTIC  QUACKERY. 

Vv^E  know  not  if  our  readers  have 
heard  or  not  of  a  famous  worker  of 
wonders,  who  is  making  a  great  pa- 
rade in  London,  and  imposing  most 
egregiously  on  the  credulity  of  John 
Bull.  The  thing  we  refer  to  is  call- 
ed by  a  very  long  name  ;  to  wit,  Jfr. 
Long  Saint  John  Long, — Artist. 
Now  the  art  which  this  man  is  exalt- 
ing by  the  workings  of  his  transcen- 
dant  genius,  is  no  less  than  the  art  of 
healing  ; — the  art  of  healing  not  only 
diseases  which  others  have  he.iled 
before  him,  but  that  triumphant  ene- 


my of  the  faculty,  pulmonary  con- 
sumption.  Various  newspaperis  in 
the  British  metropolis  blazon  forth 
the  unprecedented  cures  performed 
by  this  rara  avis,  and  extol  beyoncl 
measure  his  method  of  treatment, 
which,  by  the  way,  is  a  profound  se- 
cret. One  young  gentlenian,  whilst 
under  the  treatment  of  Long  St.  John 
for  "  confirmed  consumption,'*  was 
recently  seized  with  enteritis,  and 
died  in  four  days.  On  inspecting 
his  body  after  death,  *^  the  lungs 
were  found  perfectly  sound,  and  no 
trace  of  tubercles,  or  other  phenomew 
na  of  phthisis,  existed  in  the  chest.**  I 
Had  not  the  melancholy  event  oc- 
curred which  terminated  the  career 
of  this  patient  whilst  in  the  midst  ofT 
St.  John  Long's  treatment,  how  glo' 
rious  a  case  would  this  have  been  \o> 
have  published  to  the  world  !  A 
case  of  "  confirmed  consumption" 
wholly  and  permanently  cured  by 
the  wonderful  skill  of  Mr.  St.  John 
Long,  the  healing  Artist. — Another 
remarkable  case,  in  which  the  cure 
was  attested  by  a  Master  of  Arts  and 
Doctor  in  Divinity,  is  thus  noticed  by 
Dr.  Johnson  in  his  Medical  Journal: 

By  the  post  of  this  morning  (June 
15th)  we  received  two  newspapers. 
Bell's  Weekly  Messenger,  and  the 
Leeds  Mercury.  In  the  former  was 
printed  very  conspicuously  the  letter 
with  its  testimonials  (No.  I).  In  the 
latter  (Leeds  Mercury)  a  single  line 
dispelled  the  fair  illusion  of  hope  on 
one  hand,  and  unprincipled  menda- 
city on  the  other !  Mr.  St.  John 
Long  and  his  puffers  require  some 
strong  opiates  to  make  them  sleep 
with  easy  consciences, 

('•) 

London^  August  17,  1828.  * 
My  dear  Sir, — For  seven  years 
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previous  to  placing  myself  under 
your  care,  I  suffered  great  general 
•debility,  with  violent  couL^h,  and  ex- 
pectoration, and  was  dreadfully  en)a- 
•ciated.  I  was  also  afflicted  with  spit- 
ting of  blood,  pains  in  the  chest  and 
side,  extreme  difficulty  in  breathing, 
could  not  lie  down  in  bed  without  a 
*chair  for  my  support,  and  despairing 
of  recovery.  Now,  my  flesh  has  be- 
come firm  and  healthy,  I  have  appe- 
itite,  can  sleep,  and  walk  five  or  six 
miles  without  much  fatigue. 

Martha  HtjDsoN. 

Hipperholm,  Halifax,  Yorkshire. 

Feb.  16,  1829. 
It  is  some  months  since  I  left  your 
•care,  and  I  have  gone  on  progressive- 
ly gaining  health,  having  stood  the 
severity  of  the  winter  months  aston- 
ishingly well,  though  a  cough  still  re- 
mains. The  full  history  of  my  case 
is  recorded  in  your  book,  which 
bears  testimony  of  the  merits  of  your 
important  discovery. 

Gratefully  yours, 

Martha  Hudson. 

We,  whose  names  are  under-writ- 
ten, with  pleasure  attest  the  truth  of 
the  above  statement  :— 

Richard  Hudson,  M.A. 
Father  of  Martha  Hudson. 

Richard  Hartley,  D.D. 
Brother  in-law  of  Martha  Hudson. 

(2.) 

Died — On  Saturday  last,  at  Hip- 
perholm,  Martha,  the  second  daugli- 
ter  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Hudson. 

But  Mr.  St.  John  Long  seems  to 
be  a  man  of  uncommon  kindness  of 
heart,  as  well  as  medical  skill,  as 
evinced  in  the  following  history  re- 
corded in  another  English  periodical. 

A  young  lady,  subject  to  cough, 
came  to  London,  to  place  herself  un- 
der the  care  of  this  pretended  curer 
of  consunjption  of  the  lungs,  under 
the  impression  that  he  was  an  eminent 
physician.  The  patient  attended  re- 
gularly, and  agreed,  by  a  solemn  pro- 
raise,  not  to  reveal  his  mode  of  treat- 
ment.   The   humane   and  liberal- 


minded  John  St.  John  Long  felt  so 
nnjch  interested  in  her  rase,  that  he, 
good  soul,  agreed  to  receive  her  on  a 
Sunday  ;  and  such  was  his  desire  to 
be  accommod  ating,  that  he  even  con- 
descended to  lake  the  fee  on  the 
sabbath  day. 


STATISTICS  op  dentistry  IN  FRANCE. 

The  f)llovvingis  a  translation  from  a 
l;tte  French  publication  ('^  Sur  Fart 
du  Dentiste")  recently  received  from 
Paris  by  Dr.  Parst*ns,  Dentist,  of  this 
city  :  — 

The  business  of  the  Dentist  has 
been  so  much  increased  within  thirty 
years  in  France,  that  when  it  is  con- 
sidered in  its  mechanical  part,  and 
as  comprehending,  also,  all  which 
rel  Hes  to  the  freatnjent  of  diseases 
of  the  mouth,  it  produces  an  annual 
income  of  nearly  six  millions  of 
francs. 

At  no  period  have  all  the  depart- 
ments of  France  united  contained 
twice  the  runnber  of  dentists  that 
practise  in  Paris  ;  for  it  will  be  un- 
derstood that  we  call  none  dentists 
but  those  who  practise  solely  in  that 
branch  of  surgery  which  relates  to 
the  diseases  of  the  mouth  ;  for  if  we 
shall  give  this  name  to  all  who  only 
extract  teeth,  we  should  find  at  least 
one  in  every  little  village. 

In  the  year  1790,  there  were  only 
five  dentists  in  Paris  ;  in  1814,  there 
were  twenty  ;  and  in  1828,  about  a 
hundred  and  forty.  We  may  place 
these  hundred  and  forty  dentists  in 
ten  classes,  according  to  their  annual 
receipts,  as  in  the  following  table  : — 


Whole  amount 

Number  in 

received  by  all 

Class,  the  Class. 

Ann.  inc. 

of  this  Class. 

1 

5 

40,000  fr.   200,000  fr. 

2 

6 

30,000 

180,000 

3 

.  6 

25,000 

150,000 

4 

8 

20,000 

160,000 

5 

8 

15,000 

120,000 

6 

12 

12,000 

144,000 

7 

15 

9,000 

135,000 

8 

20 

6,000 

120,000 

0 

25 

4,000 

100,000 

10 

35 

2,000 

70,000 

Total  140  who  rec.  annually  1,379,000  fr. 
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We  may  number  in  the  Depart- 
ments about  two  hundred  dentists, 
who  receive  annually,  one  with  ano- 
ther, about  5000  francs  each.  This 
would  give  a  total  of  one  million  of 
francs,  which  added  to  the  income 
of  the  dentists  in  Paris,  is  2,379,000. 
The  apothecaries,  perfumers  and 
others  in  Paris  and  in  all  other  parts 
of  France  receive  from  the  sale  of 
powders,  elixirs,  opiates,  and  other 
articles  used  for  the  mouth,  an 
amount  equal  at  least  to  that  of  the 
dentists  of  Paris  and  of  the  depart- 
ments together, — to  wit,  2,379,000 
francs. 

Now  if  we  admit  that  among  thirty 
millions  of  inhabitants  in  France, 
there  are  fifteen  hundred  thousand 
who  attend  to  the  preservation  of 
their  teeth,  and  who  use  only  one 
tooth-brush  a  year  at  75  centimes, 
we  shall  have  a  new  total  of  1,125,- 
000  francs. 

In  bringing  together  these  different 
products,  we  find  that — 

The  annual  receipts  of  the 

dentists  in  Paris  are  1,379,000  fr, 

•  of  the  dentists  in 

the  Departments  1,000,000 

2,379,000 

'.  of  the  apothecaries, 

perfumers,  &c.,  in  France  2,379,000 

 of  the   sellers  of 

tooth  brashes  1,125,000 

Total  5,883,000  fr. 

But  granting  that  of  this  sum  there 
is  paid  630,000  francs  for  indispensa- 
ble operations,  such  as  the  extraction 
of  teeth  and  other  services  which 
properly  come  within  the  province 
of  surger}^  it  results  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  dentist,  considered  in  its 
mechanical  part,  occasions  an  annual 
expense  which,  at  the  lowest  esti- 
mate, we  must  value  at  5,253,000 
francs.  This  result  niay  surprise 
many,  but  we  engage  that  it  is  as 
exact  as  it  is  possible  calculations  of 
this  kind  can  be,  in  which  we  cannot, 
of  course,  avail  ourselves  of  mathe- 
matical accuracy. — Daily  Adv. 


Aboriginal  Skeletons.  —  Several 
skeletons  of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants- 
were  recently  found  at  South  Salenr 
in  this  stale,  whilst  the  workmen  in  a 
manufacturing  establishment  were  le- 
velling the  yard.  They  were  buried 
but  about  two  feet  below  the  surface 
and  in  a  state  of  preservation  remark- 
ably  good,  since  more  than  200  yrs. 
must  have  passed  over  them.  These 
skeletons  were  found  arranged  ia 
groups,  two  or  three  together,  and? 
lying  on  the  side,  with  their 
faces  turned  to  the  east, — ready  to 
greet  the  rising  sun  on  the  morning, 
of  the  resurrection.  Most  of  the  bo- 
dies were  adults,  but  three  are  said 
to  have  been  children.  It  is  suppos- 
ed by  the  peculiar  situation  of  th& 
groups  of  skeletons,  that  those  who 
make  up  each  group  must  have  been 
buried  at  the  same  time  ; — perhaps- 
in  the  year  l6l7  when  the  plague 
raged  with  such  mortality  among  the 
aboriginal  inhabitants  of  that  place. 

Roots  and  Herbs, — One  of  the 
Steam  and  Herb  fraternity,  who  calls^ 
himself  Hiram  Burnet,  apologises  ir> 
the  newspapers  for  deviating  from  the 

Thompsonian  Practice  it  seems 
that  this  deviation  caused  his  expul- 
sion from  the  Root  and  Herb  Steep- 
ery,  and  deprived  him  of  his  patient. 
The  Delaware  Ga2;ette  says,  "  The 
unfortunate  sick  man  was  taken  from 
Dr.  B.  by  some  of  his  brother  prac- 
titioners, and  done  for  so  that  he  died 
by  steam  in  a  reasonable  lime," 

Deaf  and  Dumb. — Mr.  Gallaudet, 
principal  of  the  Asylum  for  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  at  Hartford,  advertises  that 
in  consequence  of  arrangements  made 
with  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  a  new 
class  will  enter  on  the  28th  of  Octo- 
ber next. 


KEPORT  OP  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 

The  week  ending  Sept.  18,  at  noon. 
Of  accident,  1— cholera,  1— consumption,  3 
•—complaint  of  the  heart,  1— dysentery,  3 — 
drown,  1— dropsy  in  the  head,  1— inflamma- 
tion in  the  bowels,  1— infantile,  2— liver  com- 
plaint, 3 — measles,  3— mortification  in  the 
bowels,  1 — old  age,  1 — typhus  fever,  1 — un- 
known, 2.  Males,  15,-— females,  10.  Total,  25. 


512 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

THE  subscribers  continue  to  receive 
and  instruct  Medical  Pupils  upon 
the  terms  formerly  announced. 

The  Pupils  are  admitted  to  the  medical 
and  surgical  Practice  of  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital,  and  receive  pri- 
vate instruction  from  the  subscribers. 

JAMES  JACKSON, 
WALTER  CHANNING. 
For  terms,  apply  to  Dr.  Channing-,  Tre- 
mont  street,  opposite  Tremont  House. 
Sept.  22.  3t. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  just  pub- 
lished,— The  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.   By  George  Combe. 

From  the  Preface  to  the  American  edition, 
"  Mr.  Combe's  work  should  be  placed 
"with  those,  of  which  so  many  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  Educa- 
tion. It  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  This  is  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  au- 
thor, and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illus- 
trations, have  it  always  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 

"The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

"  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
among-st  us  who  may  study  it  with  much 
advantag-e.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  or- 
der with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  health 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  decay. — To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  com- 
munity," Sept.  8. 

CONSOLIDATED  COPAIVA. 

"  /^OPAIVA  may  be  given  in  this  form 
\^  without  the  least  inconvenience. 
Neither  communicating  taste,  nor  impart- 


ing odor  to  the  breath,  it  is  also  retained 
without  the  least  disv|uietude  or  uneasi- 
ness to  the  stomach  ;  and  I  am  informed 
by  Dr.  Rosseau,  that  in  large  doses  it 
does  not  purg;e." — Phil,  Journal  of  Med, 
Sciences. 

See  an  article  in  this  Journal,  Aug.  18th. 

OIL  OF  BLACK  PEPPER. 

This  is  a  much  more  active  preparation 
of  Piperine.  One  drop  is  fully  equal  to 
six  grains  of  the  latter.  It  is  a  valuable 
adjunct  to  Quinine.  One  or  two  drops, 
added  to  six  grains,  will  greatly  increase 
the  efficacy  of  that  medicine. 

For  sale  by  NATHAN  JARVIS,  188 
Washington  Street,  where  Physicians  will 
find  medicines  at  as  reasonable  terms  as 
aj  any  place  in  Boston. 

Aug.  25.  eoptf. 

BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTI- 
TUTION. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  LECTURES 
will  commence  on  the  first  Thurs- 
day in  September,  and  continue  fifteen 
weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  by  H.  H* 

Childs,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  J.  D.  Wells, 

M.D. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  S.  W.  Williams, 
M.D. 

Theoretical  and  Operative  Surgery,  S. 
White,  M.D.  and  S.  P.  White,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Obste- 
trics, C.  B.  Coventry,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  Botany,  Mineralogy  and  Na- 
tural Philosophy,  C.  Dewy,  M.D. 

Matriculation  ticket,  $  3.  Fee  for  Lec- 
tures, $  40.  Library  ticket,  $  1.  Gradu- 
ation, $  15,50.  Board,  including  wash- 
ing, lodging  and  room,  $  1,75  a  week. 

Pitts/itld^  Juli/ 22^  1829.  aug4tsepl30 

MEMOIR  OF  DR.  HOLYOKE. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
TER &  HENDEE,— A  Memoir  of 
Edward  A.  Holyoke,  M.D.  LL.D.,  pre- 
pared in  compliance  with  a  vote  of  the 
Essex  South  District  Medical  Society. 

Carter  &l  Hendee  have  just  received  the 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 
No  8,  August,  1829.— C.  Sz  H.  receive 
subscriptions  for  this  valuable  work,  and 
c:in  supply  the  numbers  from  its  com- 
mtncement.  Aug.  18. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  cornor  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  tbrfe  dollarB  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

HAY  ASTHMA. 

Observations  on  the  JSTature^  Cause 
and  Treatment  of  Hay  Jlslhma. 

By  William  Gordon,  Surgeon,  Mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geons, Edinburgh,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

The  variety  of  asthma  which 
forms  the  subject  of  the  present 
memoir,  has  scarcely,  if  at  all, 
been  glanced  at  by  any  systematic 
writer  on  the  practice  of  medicine. 
We  are  furnished  with  various  in- 
stances of  dyspncEa,  and  other  pul- 
monary affections,  being  produced 
by  the  inhalation  of  the  effluvia 
arising  from  certain  odoriferous  and 
other  substances,  examples  of  which 
I  myself  have  w^itnessed  ;  but  the 
catarrhal  and  asthmatic  symptoms, 
occurring  in  particular  individuals 
during  the  ripening  of  grass,  and 
evidently  caused  by  the  smell  giv- 
en off  from  its  flowers,  have  been 
but  slightly  noticed  ;  and  by  some 
practitioners  their  existence  is  con- 
sidered very  questionable,  if  it  be 
not  altogether  denied.  There  can 
be  no  doubt,  however,  that  the 
complaint  which  is  termed  (though 
perhaps  not  very  correctly)  "hay 
asthma,"  does  really  exist ;  and  al- 
though occasionally  mild  in  its  na- 
ture, yet  for  the  most  part  it  as- 
sumes a  very  formidable  character, 
as  will  appear  from  the  following 
history  of  it,  which  is  taken  from 
some  well-marked  cases  that  have 
fallen  under  my  observation. 

33 


The  disease  first  commences 
with  a  slight  sensation  of  chilliness, 
accompanied  with  thirst,  lassitude, 
drowsiness,  and  other  indications  of 
fever;  at  the  same  time  the  Schnei- 
derian  membrane  becomes  dry  and 
irritable,  and  the  patient  is  affect- 
ed with  an  almost  incessant  sneez- 
ing, and  an  inexpressible  itching 
or  pricking  in  the  fauces  and  tra- 
chea, and  along  the  external  audi- 
tory passage  :  the  head  is  occasion- 
ally vertiginous  or  painful,  but 
more  generally  it  feels  heavy  or  in- 
describably uncomfortable.  These 
symptoms  are  soon  succeeded  by 
inflammation  of  the  tunica  conjunc- 
tiva, which  comes  on  very  sudden- 
ly, and  after  remaining  for  an  un- 
certain length  of  time,  vanishes  as 
suddenly  as  it  made  its  appearance. 

After  the  lapse  of  two  or  three 
days,  though  sometimes  much  ear- 
lier, a  tightness  is  felt  about  the 
chest,  and  the  respiration  begins  to 
be  obstructed,  especially  in  the 
evenings,  and  is  then  always  attend- 
ed with  a  wheezing  noise.  This 
obstruction  at  first  is  but  very  tri- 
fling, and  occasions  little  or  no  in- 
convenience ;  but  it  daily  becomes 
more  and  more  oppressive,  and  at 
length  arrives  at  the  very  acme  of 
severity.  At  this  crisis  a  dreadful 
sense  of  suffocation  comes  on,  to- 
gether with  an  intolerable  weight 
at  the  lower  part  of  the  sternum, 
and  a  deep,  hard,  dry,  frequent 
cough,  which  tends  very  much  to 
aggravate  the  difiiculty  of  breath- 
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ing.  The  condition  of  the  patient 
is  now  most  distressing, — he  cannot 
for  a  moment  remain  in  the  hori- 
zontal position;  he  gasps  for  hreath; 
his  eyes  protrude;  his  face  and  lips 
are  of  a  deep  purple  color  ;  he 
throws  open  the  doors  and  windows; 
rushes  from  one  room  to  another  in 
quest  of  a  refreshing  current  of  air; 
but,  unable  to  find  relief,  he  sinks 
down  exhausted  or  half  insensible. 
From  this  state  he  is  roused  by  sti- 
mulants, or  he  gradually  recovers 
by  himself ;  but  probably  only  to 
undergo  a  repetition  of  his  suffer- 
ings. These  symptoms,  which 
usually  make  their  attack  about  se- 
ven in  the  evening,  but  not  unfre- 
quently  long  before  this  period, 
continue  five  or  six  hours  ;  they 
then  begin  to  subside,  and  as  the 
morning  approaches,  the  patient 
falls  into  a  short  but  restless  slum- 
ber, from  which  he  awakes  with  a 
sense  of  great  debility,  and  a  feel- 
ing of  constriction  across  the  chest. 

Although  there  commonly  takes 
place  towards  morning  a  considera- 
ble remission  of  the  asthmatic  fit, 
yet  the  symptoms  never  quite  go 
off,  but  remain  throughout  the  night 
and  following  day,  and  in  the  even- 
ing assume  their  accustomed  seve- 
rity. During  the  paroxysms  the 
pulse  is  weak  and  irregular,  and 
ranges  between  85  and  100  ;  the 
tongue  is  white,  and  the  urine 
is  high-colored,  and  discharged  in 
small  quantities. 

The  paroxysms  do  not  always 
present  themselves  in  so  violent  a 
form  as  I  have  now  described  ;  the 
patient  sometimes  experiences  no- 
thing of  that  overwhelming  dread  of 
suffocation  wiiich  I  have  mentioned 
above,  and  in  some  instances  the  at- 
tack is  so  remarkably  mild,  that  he 
is  affected  with  only  sneezing, 
headach,  and  inflammation  of  the 
conjunctive  and  Schnciderian  mem- 
branes. 


The  cough  is  never  attended  with 
any  expectoration,  and  very  often  it 
does  not  come  on  till  the  other  symp- 
toms have  in  agreat  measure  abated. 
In  the  latter  case  it  is  never  so  fre- 
quent nor  distressing  as  when  it  ap- 
pears in  the  earlier  stages  of  the 
disease. 

Hay  asthma  seems  to  be  peculiar 
to  youth  and  middle  age,  and  is  ne- 
ver observed  in  the  later  peiods  of 
life. 

Many  examples,  as  I  before  inti- 
mated, have  been  recorded  of  great 
distress  and  disorder  of  the  respira- 
tory organs  being  occasioned  by 
the  odor  exhaled  from  aromatic  or 
pungent  bodies  ;  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  cause  of  the  sin- 
gular complaint  which  I  have  en- 
deavored to  describe,  is  the  aroma 
emitted  from  the  flowers  of  grass, 
particularly  from  those  of  the  an- 
thoxanthum  odoratum,  or  sweet- 
scented  vernal  grass.  If  the  patient 
remain  closely  shut  up  in  a  house, 
even  although  this  be  situated  in  the 
midst  of  the  richest  grass,  he  suf- 
fers considerably  less  than  if  he 
walk  abroad  into  the  fields  ;  and  if 
he  remove  from  the  country  to  the 
centre  of  a  large  town,  or  go  out  to 
sea,  he  is  never  at  all  affected  ; 
but  the  moment  he  comes  into,  or 
approaches  a  meadow,  he  imme- 
diately begins  to  sneeze,  and  re- 
turns home  with  inflamed  eyes, 
wheezing,  and  difficult  respiration. 
I  have  known  a  patient  wander 
about  his  flower  garden  for  several 
hours,  or  ride  through  corn  fields 
or  plantations,  and  yet  not  experi- 
ence one  disagreeable  sensation  ; 
but  as  soon  as  he  arrived  at  the  vi- 
cinity of  a  meadow,  the  sneezing 
and  ophthalmia  have  instantly  ap- 
peared. 1  have  said  that  the  an- 
thoxanthum  odoratum  seemed  to  be 
the  principal  exciting  cause  of  hay 
asthma,  and  1  am  induced  to  come 
to  this  conclusion — first,  because 
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this  plant  is  one  of  the  most  strong 
scented  of  the  grasses  ;  and,  se- 
condly, because  as  soon  as  it  be- 
gins to  flower,  and  not  till  tlien^  the 
asthma  commences  ;  as  ihe  flowers 
arrive  at  perfection,  the  disease  in- 
creases ;  and  after  they  have  died 
away,  I  have  remarked  that  pa- 
tients could  pass  through  the  most 
luxuriant  meadow  with  total  im- 
punity. The  disease  then  should 
rather  be  denominated  grass  asth- 
ma than  hay  asthma,  since  hay 
seems  incapable  of  producing  it. 
This  asthma  appears,  from  the 
scanty  excretion  of  mucus  from  the 
lungs  which  attends  it,  to  consist 
chiefly  in  a  spasmodic  constriction 
of  the  bronchial  vessels,  and  of  the 
muscles  concerned  in  respiration. 

It  will  be  evident,  that  residing 
in  a  large  town,  or  a  voyage  at  sea, 
during  the  season  in  which  the 
flowers  of  grass,  and  especially  of 
the  anthoxanthum  odoratum,  are  in 
bloom,  and  in  a  state  of  their  great- 
est vigor,  will  prevent  the  acces- 
sion of  hay  asthma.  But  these  re- 
medies are  not  always  convenient, 
nor  feasible.  It  therefore  becomes 
necessary  to  invent  some  other 
means  of  administering  relief,  and 
such  as  may  be  at  the  command  of 
every  one.  1  shall,  therefore,  give 
an  account  of  what  measures  I  have 
adopted,  and  have  found  most  suc- 
cessful, not  only  in  mitigating  or 
removing  the  paroxysms  when  pre- 
sent, but  in  warding  off  their  at- 
tack altogether. 

[The  Treatment,  in  our  next.] 


II. 

ON  A  DISEASE  OF  THE  TYMPANUM. 
By  Joseph  Swan,  Esq. 

In  tracing  the  tympanine  branch 
of  the  glosso-pharyngeus  nerve, 
which  has  been  so  particularly  de- 


scribed by  Jacol  son,  much  of  its 
distribution  may  be  seen  on  the 
transparent  membrane  lining  the 
tympanum  when  this  part  is  per- 
fectly sound,  but  when  it  is  dis- 
eased a  very  considerable  difficul- 
ty is  experienced.  In  an  attempt 
to  trace  this  nerve  in  the  head  of 
an  old  woman,  the  membrane  lin- 
ing the  tympanum  was  not  only 
thickened,  but  there  was  at  the 
same  time  some  roughness  of  the 
bone.  In  the  head  of  a  man,  who 
had  a  suppurating  node  on  the 
forehead,  and  whose  posterior 
nostrils  were  stopped  up  by  adhe- 
sions of  the  soft  palate,  this  mem- 
brane was  also  thickened  ;  the 
spheno-palatine  ganglion  w*as  very 
considerably  enlarged.  In  the 
dissection  of  the  head  of  a  very 
young  woman  the  schneiderian 
membrane,  covering  the  inferior 
turbinated  bone  of  the  left  nostril, 
adhered  very  considerably  to  that 
of  the  septum,  so  that  a  very  lit- 
tle passage  was  left  for  the  air  ; 
there  was  a  perforation  in  the 
membrana  tympani  of  the  same 
side,  and  purulent  matter  was 
contained  in  each  tympanum. 
The  membrane  lining  the  tympa- 
num was  so  much  thickened  that 
the  nerves  could  not  be  observed. 

I  believe  deafness  does  not  so 
often  depend  on  a  disease  of  the 
portio  mollis  as  has  been  suppos- 
ed, but  much  more  frequently  on 
an  inflammatory  action  attacking 
the  membrane  lining  the  tympa- 
num, and  involving  these  small 
branches  of  the  tympanine  nerve. 
There  are  very  few  deaf  people 
who  cannot  hear  music  or  singinof, 
or  who  cannot  hear  conversation, 
whilst  they  are  in  a  carriage  in 
motion.  But  it  is  not  so  with 
those  who  are  nearly  blind,  for 
when  the  optic  nerve  is  paralysed, 
no  light,  nor  any  modification  of  it 
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can  produce  perfect  sight,  and  it 
must  be  the  same  with  the  audi- 
tory nerves  with  respect  to  sound. 
I  will  not  deny  that  a  very  strong 
light  may  enable  a  person  who  has 
a  slight  degree  of  vision  to  see 
some  objects  almost  in  the  same 
manner  as  a  very  deaf  person  hears 
with  a  speaking  trumpet.  I  be- 
lieve, therefore,  that  deafness 
depends  very  frequently  on  the 
inflammatory  action  having  impair- 
ed these  minute  branches  of  the 
glosso-pharyngeus  nerve,  which 
are  distributed  on  the  tympanum  ; 
and  although  many  of  the  noises 
may  depend  on  the  disordered 
functions  of  the  portio  mollis,  I 
nevertheless  think  they  may  arise, 
too,  from  these  small  branches  of 
the  glosso-pharyngeus,  and  their 
communication  with  the  grand 
sympathetic  in  the  carotic  canal. 
It  may  be  asked  how  music,  &c. 
dispose  the  ear  for  receiving  the 
fainter  sounds,  as  those  of  the 
voice.  I  conceive  these  excite 
the  parts  about  the  tympanum  in 
the  same  way  that  stimulating 
things  would  any  other  organ  ;  and 
that  by  this  excitement  such  a  de- 
gree of  action  is  imparted  to  the 
whole  as  is  present  in  a  healthy 
state  of  the  organ.  When  the 
functions  of  the  gustatory  nerves 
are  impaired,  people  cannot  taste 
properly  ;  but  when  these  have 
been  stimulated  with  a  little  wine, 
the  taste  againbecomes  exquisite. 
This  may  not  be  thought  a  fair  ar- 
gument ;  but  I  conceive  the  wine 
becomes  a  local  stimulus,  although 
it  may,  at  the  same  time,  be  a  ge- 
neral one,  and  by  both  means  ef- 
fect the  same  purpose. 

The  consideration  of  the  distri- 
bution of  the  tympanine  branch  of 
the  glosso-pharyngeus,  leads  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  tympanum  per- 
forms more  important  functions  in 


the  production  of  hearing  than 
have  been  usually  ascribed  to  it  ; 
and  that  the  failure  of  remedies 
in  cases  of  deafness,  which  have 
been  termed  nervous,  may  have 
proceeded  very  much  not  only 
from  the  obscure  situation  of  the 
tympanum,  but  from  the  misap- 
plication of  the  remedies  them- 
selves. And  I  conceive,  there- 
fore, as  a  thickening  of  the  mem- 
brane lining  the  tympanum,  and 
involving  such  delicate  nerves, 
can  be  so  often  observed,  that 
many  of  the  diseases  of  the  ear 
may  be  more  within  the  reach  of 
art  than  has  been  contemplated  ; 
and  that  by  subduing  the  inflam- 
matory action  at  its  very  onset, 
before  the  structure  of  the  deli- 
cate parts  has  become  so  much 
changed  as  permanently  to  impair 
their  functions,  many  of  the  worst 
cases  might  be  prevented. 

Medical  Gazette, 


III. 

LIVING  MONSTERS. 

Observations  on  a  Human  Monster 
belonging  to  a  new  Genus. 

M.  Geoffroy  St.  Hilaire,  in 
May  1829,  read  to  the  French 
Academy  of  Sciences  a  memoir 
on  a  new  production  of  the  human 
species,  struck  with  monstrosity 
in  the  fourth  month  of  intra-uterine 
life,  and  on  the  occurrence  of  cir- 
cumstances which  produced  the 
monstrosity,  by  disturbing  a  forma- 
tion, which  until  that  period  was 
regular.  On  the  26th  April  last, 
was  born,  in  the  Rue  du  Faux- 
bourg  St.  Martin,  of  a  woman 
aged  24  years,  who  had  no  child- 
ren previously,  a  child  of  regular 
period,  and  of  large  size.  On 
measuring  it,  from  the  projection 
of  its  eyes,  its  length  was  found  to 
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be  twenty  inches.  The  upper  re- 
gion of  the  craniuna  was  wanting. 
The  woman  had  been  attended  by 
Madame  Fremaux,  midwife,  and 
Dr.  Brion,  both  residing  in  the 
same  street.  The  latter  has 
drawn  up  a  notice,  in  which  he 
has  described  the  defects  of  the 
conformation  which  the  child  pre- 
sented. M.  St.  Hilaire  remark- 
ed, that  it  is  to  him,  therefore, 
that  the  observation  in  question 
belongs.  At  a  meeting  of  anato- 
mists called  by  Dr.  Brion,  one  of 
the  medical  men  present  made 
the  most  singular  assertions  as  to 
the  causes  of  the  monstrosity. 
"  The  monster  has  large  eyes," 
said  he,  which  is  because  the 
mother  had  her  view  constantly 
fixed  on  large  eyes  which  she  sin- 
gularly loved.  It  has  long  and 
pointed  ears,  because  the  impru- 
dent mother  had  her  caressing 
hands  continually  upon  the  long 
ears  of  her  dog."  M.  Geoffroy 
St.  Hilaire  mentioned  this  fact 
for  the  purpose  of  ridiculing  the 
explanations  which  some  medical 
men  still  give  of  cases  of  monstro- 
sity. After  enumerating  the  dif- 
ferent kinds  to  which  the  monster 
in  question  may  be  referred,  he 
showed  that  it  comes  nearest  to 
the  Tklipsencephali.  Now,  in 
this  monstrosity,  the  f(Etus  going 
on  in  a  regular  manner  until  about 
the  fourth  month,  only  deviates  at 
a  later  period,  and  under  the  in- 
fluence of  some  violent  cause, 
from  the  normal  organization. 
Confiding  in  his  previous  research- 
es, he  did  not  hesitate  to  declare, 
that  the  mother  of  the  new  and 
very  singular  thlipsencephalus 
which  was  before  him,  had  been 
rudely  struck  about  the  third  or 
fourth  month  of  gestation,  and 
even  added  that  it  was  probably 
by  a  violent  kick.    This  explana- 


tion was  utterly  rejected  by  the 
medical  man  who  had  proposed 
the  singular  one  mentioned  above. 
On  questioning  the  woman,  it  was 
in  fact  discovered,  that,  at  the 
period  of  four  months'  gestation, 
she  had  actually  been  struck  and 
severely  wounded  by  a  violent 
kick,  which  hit  upon  the  right 
side  of  the  uterine  region.  Dr. 
Brion's  inquiries  led  him  to  the 
following  results  : — 

Conception  took  place  on  the 
19th  June,  1828  ;  lesion  produced 
by  wound,  17th  November,  1828; 
birth  accomplished  on  the  26th 
April,  1829  ;  total  duration  of  ges- 
tation, 282  days. 

Until  the  period  when  she  was 
struck,  that  is  to  say,  during  the 
first  four  months  of  gestation 
(112  days),  the  mother  enjoyed 
excellent  health  ;  but  from  the 
17th  November  to  the  period  of 
delivery  (during  the  next  five 
months)  she  did  not  cease  to  expe- 
rience in  the  lower  abdomen,  and 
in  the  whole  pelvic  region,  pains 
more  or  less  acute,  which  she  at- 
tributed to  the  brutality  of  which 
she  was  the  victim.  It  was  also 
a  kick  on  the  lower  belly  which 
had  produced  the  organic  devia- 
tions of  the  second  species  of 
thlipsencephalus  observed  by  M. 
Geoffroy  ;  but  this  species,  as 
well  as  the  first,  presented  small- 
er dimensions,  the  individuals  to 
which  they  belong  having  been 
only  sixteen  inches  in  length.  On 
examining  with  more  attention,  and 
with  the  aid  of  dissection,  the  new 
thlipsencephalus  which  was  sub- 
mitted to  him,  he  found  that  it 
differed  from  the  first  two  by  cha- 
racters so  important,  that  he  was 
led  to  consider  it  as  a  new  genus, 
to  i  which  he  gives  the  name  of 
J^osocephalus.  Like  the  thlipsen- 
cephalus, it  is  the  natural  and  al- 
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most  necessary  result  of  a  vio- 
lence exerted  upon  the  organ 
which  contains  the  product  of  con- 
ception, only  at  a  more  advanced 
period  than  that  at  which  the  de- 
viation would  lead  to  the  produc- 
tion of  a  thlipsencephalus.  The 
author  concluded  with  some  con- 
siderations respecting  the  theory 
of  monsters.  Recurring  to  the 
observation  which  formed  the  sub- 
ject of  his  memoir,  he  remarked, 
that  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
possible  to  guess,  from  the  inspec- 
tion of  a  monstrous  production,  the 
cause  to  which  the  monstrosity 
should  be  referred,  and  the  diffe- 
rences of  deviation  observed  in 
the  nosocephalus^  which  accord  so 
well  with  the  more  advanced  pe- 
riod at  which  the  perturbing  acci- 
dent took  place,  leave  no  doubt 
respecting  the  theory  of  the  for- 
mation of  these  kinds  of  monsters  ; 
so  that  at  least,  in  well  defined 
cases,  science  possesses  facts 
which  may  be  considered  as  at- 
taching themselves  to  principles 
sufficiently  demonstrated  to  be 
capable  of  being  applied  to  use  in 
the  practice  of  medicine.  The 
theory  is  so  perfect  in  this  respect, 
that,  on  the  inspection  of  certain 
monstrosities,  it  is  possible  to  as- 
sign the  month,  the  week,  and  al- 
most the  day,  on  which  the  per- 
turbing accident  has  interrupted 
the  regular  order. 

JamesorCs  Journal. 


A  Double-headed  Female. 

A  late  London  journal  gives  a 
description,  accompanied  with  an 
engraving,  of  a  female  infant,  now 
living  in  the  town  of  Sassari,  in 
Sardinia,  of  the  age  of  five  months, 
having  two  heads  and  four  arms, 
or  the  upper  part  of  two  well 
formed  bodies  united  at  the  breast. 
The  rest  of  the  body  with  the  legs 


are  of  ordinary  form  and  propor- 
tions. The  child  is  thin  but  in  all 
respects  well.  One  head  sleeps 
while  the  other  is  awake,  onc^  is 
nourished  by  the  mother  and  the 
other  by  the  nurse,  and  they  are 
nursed  alternately.  One  head 
sometimes  cries  while  the  other 
is  quiet.  The  left  head  is  some- 
what larger  than  the  other. 

Jlmerican  Traveller. 


Connected  Sisters. 

In  the  following  letter  we  have  to 
record  another  ins  ance  of  monstrosi. 
ty.  The  appearance  among  us  of 
the  Siamese  boys  has  called  attention 
to  this  subject  throughout  the  coun- 
try, and  will  be  the  means  probably 
of  bringing  before  the  profession 
many  similar  cases  which  have  never 
yet  been  known  beyond  the  town  or 
neighborhood  in  which  ihey  have 
occurred. 

Madison  Barracks,  Saclcefs  Har- 
lor,  N.Y.,  Sept.  9,  1829. 
Sir, — As  the  arrival  of  the  Sia- 
mese youths  has  excited  much  in- 
terest in  your  city,  and  among 
medical  men  generally,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  reporting  a  similar 
case,  and  one  that  came  under 
oiy  own  inspection. — I  attended  a 
lady  who  was  delivered  of  twin 
female  children  between  the 
eighth  and  ninth  month  of  gesta- 
tion ;  and  without  giving  the  de- 
tails of  the  delivery,  1  will  only 
observe  that  their  probable  weight 
was  about  twelve  pounds, — that 
they  were  firmly  united  from  the 
clavicles  to  the  last  false  ribs, 
having  apparently  one  sternum 
common  to  both,  and  one  unibili- 
cal  cord  entering  at  the  point  of 
union  below.  There  was  a  per- 
fect development  of  every  exter- 
nal part,  and  they  were  living 
five  minutes  before  delivery. 
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If  you  think  this  case  of  any 
importance,  you  are  at  liberty  to 
make  such  use  of  it  as  you  please. 
RespeclAHly, 

Sam'l  G.  J.  DeCamp, 
*^ssistant  Surgeon^  U,  S,  Jl, 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  SEPT.  29, 1829- 

DR.  GODMAn's  addresses. 

Dr.  John  Godman,  of  Philadelphia, 
has  lately  published  a  series  of  occa- 
sional addresses  possessing  greater  va- 
riety in  their  subjects,  and  exhibiting 
more  spirit  in  the  manner  of  treating 
them,  than  could  have  been  expected 
from  the  nauire  of  the  occasions 
which  called  them  forth.  The  sub- 
jects of  these  essays  are  as  follows : 
— 1.  Monitions  to  Students  of  Medi- 
cine. 2.  Anatomy  taught  by  Analy- 
sis. 3.  Professional  Reputation.  4. 
Dissection.  5.  The  study  of  Gene- 
ral Anatomy.  6.  Natural  History. 
7.  Design.  8.  The  Mechanism  of 
the  Human  Body.  9.  A  valedictory 
Address  to  Students.  With  an  Ap- 
pendix ou  Tight  Lacing. 

The  first,  third,  and  last  of  the 
addresses,  contain  excellent  advice 
to  medical  men  about  to  commence 
their  course  of  study.  Dr.  G.  is 
disposed  to  place  the  standard  of 
medical  character  sufficiently  high  to 
be  worth  the  ambition  of  the  most 
gifted  members  of  the  community. 
The  physician  must  not  only  ac- 
quaint himself  with  every  branch  of 
his  profession,  but  he  must  keep 
pace  with  the  learning,  the  intelli- 
gence and  the  spirit  of  the  times  ;  he 
must  qualify  himself  to  meet  on  fair 
if  not  equal  ground,  men  of  finished 
education  in  other  professions  and 


pursuits  ;  he  must  also  be  prepared 
to  instruct  the  ignorant,  to  decide  the 
wavering,  and  to  give  aid  and  coun- 
sel in  the  various  embarrassments 
and  difficulties  which  his  friends  may 
meet.  Above  all  he  must,  in  his 
professional  course,  act  from  cool 
deliberate  judgment.  He  is  not  to 
commence  a  mere  routine,  and  fol- 
low on,  regardless  of  new  facts,  and 
unconscious  of  the  improvements 
which  are  taking  place  in  his  science. 
Dr.  G.  observes,  with  great  truth  and 
force  of  expression,  that  the  physi- 
cian has  no  right  to  content  himself 
with  doing  as  well  as  he  can.  His 
duty  is  to  learn  to  do  absolutely 
well  ;  and  it  is  a  shameful  apology, 
when  the  health  or  life  of  a  patient 
has  been  sacrificed  through  his  igno- 
rance, that  he  acted  to  the  best  of 
his  ability.  He  is  answerable  for 
his  ignorance  as  well  as  his  neglect ; 
not  indeed  to  others,  because  they 
cannot  judge  how  far  his  ac(]uisitions 
have  been  limited  by  his  capacity  ; 
but  to  himself  and  bis  own  conscience 
he  is  answerable,  if  he  has  let  the 
opportunities  and  means  of  acquiring 
knowledge  pass  unimproved,  and  has 
in  consequence  found  himself  une- 
qual to  the  duties  which  he  under- 
takes to  execute. 

Anatomy  taught  hy  Analysis. 

Under  this  title.  Dr.  G.  considers 
the  advantage  of  dissection  being 
performed  in  the  lecture-room  in  the 
presence  of  students,  rather  than  ex- 
hibiting to  them  a  subject  in  which 
the  parts  have  previously  been  sepa- 
rated for  demonstration.  He  thinks 
the  amount  of  information  imparted 
and  the  clearness  of  the  notions  in- 
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culcated,  to  be  infinitely  greater  in 

the  former  mode.    The  student  sees 

the  parts  in  their  natural  positions,  as 

they  are  presented  by  the  removal 

of  successive  layers,  as  it  were,  of 

integument,  and  while  he  acquires 

the  science  of  Anatomy,  receives  also 

a  practical  lesson  to  guide  him  in 

making  his  own  researches. 

There  is  much  truth  in  this  rea- 
soning, and  the  mode  of  lecturing 
alluded  to  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  un- 
doubtedly the  best.    Few  lecturers 
however  on  anatomy  devote  suffi- 
cient time  to  their  course  to  perform 
all  the  dissections  required  in  pre- 
sence of  their  classes  ;  nor  would  a 
lecture  thus  conducted  have  sufficient 
animation  and  interest  for  the  ma- 
jority of  students.    The  truth  is,  that 
it  is  impossible  for  young  men  to 
learn  anatomy  in  a  lecture-room, 
however  excellent  the  demonstrations 
which  may  be  given.    To  acquire 
any  knowledge  of  this  science,  they 
must  dissect  for  themselves.    It  is 
true  that  they  will  commence  doing 
so  more  neatly  and  adroitly,  if  they 
have  once  or  twice  witnessed  the 
movements  of  a  skilful  dissector  ; — 
but  for  the  anatomist  to  go  through   the  greatest  obstacle  to  its  successful 


to  be  altered  during  the  delivery  of 
the  lecture.    This  contingency  pro- 
vided for,  the  subject  may  be  very 
properly  prepared  for  demonstration 
beforehand  ;  the  parts  carefully  se- 
parated, and  then  replaced  so  as  to 
be  called  up  in  their  natural  order  by 
the  lecturer.    The  whole  is  shown, 
the  parts  also  are  exhibited,  and  the 
problem  proposed  to  the  student  is, 
to  take  another  whole  precisely  simi- 
lar in  its  construction,  and  separate 
that  whole  into  similar  parts.  That 
anatomy  ought  to  be  taught  by  ana- 
lysis is  certainly  true  ;  we  apprehend 
no  man  in  his  senses  would  think  of 
teaching  it  by  synthesis  ;  and  pro- 
vided the  true  method  of  teaching 
be  adopted,  we  regard  the  greater  or 
less  use  of  the  knife  in  the  lecture- 
room  as  a  point  of  minor  importance. 

Study  of  General  Anatomy, 
In  the  fifth  essay,  Dr.  Gudman 
vindicates  the  importance  of  an  ac- 
curate acquaintance  with  anatomy  to 
the  medical  practitioner  ;  and  de- 
precates with  great  earnestness  the 
existence  of  those  prejudices,  among 
all  orders  of  society,  which  oppose 


the  whole  dissection  of  a  subject  in 
order  to  teach  his  pupil  how  to  use 
his  knife,  would  be  as  absurd  as  for 
a  noviciate  in  Masonic  mysteries  to 
watch  the  erection  of  a  complete 
edifice,  that  he  might  learn  how  to 
place  one  brick  accurately  upon  ano- 
ther. Some  dissection  in  a  lecture- 
room  is  inevitable  ;  because  succes- 
sive portions  of  a  demonstration  may 
require  states  of  the  parts  absolutely 
incompatible  with  each  other  ;  and 
therefore  their  relations  may  require 


cultivation.  He  declaims  vehement- 
ly against  the  hostility  exercised 
against  dissection,  and  the  opposition 
of  friends  to  post-mortem  examina- 
tions. Such  prejudices  he  maintains 
ought  long  since  to  have  been  ex- 
ploded, along  with  the  superstitions 
of  the  dark  ages,  of  which  they  make 
part.  Their  continuance  at  the  pre- 
sent day  is  a  disgrace  to  the  age  ;  a 
foul  blot  on  the  character  of  a  Christ- 
ian people,  who,  professing  to  believe 
the  immortality  and  immateriality  of 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


521 


the  soul,  yet  regard  with  such  de- 
grading attachment  the  frail  tenement 
of  clay,  which  its  vital  inmate  has 
quitted  forever. 

We  confess  ourselves  not  without 
apprehensions  that  the  eloquence 
lavished  on  this  topic  by  medical 
writers  here  and  abroad,  has  been 
most  unprofitably  spent.  We  may 
call  it  ignorance,  prejudice  or  mate- 
rialism, as  we  please,  but  it  is  certain 
that  there  is  something  revolting  to 
the  human  mind  in  the  idea  of  muti- 
lating the  remains  of  one,  who  but  a 
few  days  since  was  living  and  breath- 
ing like  ourselves ;  and  that  it  is 
much  more  according  to  our  notions 
of  respect  to  our  deceased  friends  to 
deposit  their  bodies  in  the  earth,  than 
to  consign  them  to  the  knife  of  the 
anatomist.  Nor  can  this  repugnance 
be  regarded  as  one  of  the  errors  of 
our  education.  The  sentiment  has 
existed  in  all  ages,  and  in  every  de- 
gree of  civilization.  The  bodies  of 
deceased  friends,  whether  buried, 
burned  or  embalmed,  have  been  uni- 
versally held  sacred  and  inviolable. 
To  the  professed  anatomist,  in  whom 
habit  has  produced  familiarity  with 
his  occupation,  there  may  seem  to 
be  nothing  more  unpleasant  in  prying 
into  the  structure  of  a  corpse  than  in 
examining  that  of  a  watch,  or  any 
other  piece  of  mere  human  mecha- 
nism. But  these  notions  are  not  so 
easily  received  by  the  generality  of 
mankind.  By  the  majority,  the  idea 
ofdissection,  and  even  of  examination, 
is  viewed  with  horror ;  and  tlie  pro- 
ceedings of  the  dissecti[)g-roon),  whe- 
ther seen  or  described,  are  regarded 
as  an  utter  abomination.  It  is  true 
that  from  considerations  of  respect 


to  a  physician,  or  from  the  more  pa- 
triotic desire  of  promoting  public 
welfare,  examinations  are  permitted.- 
This  is  obviously  a  sacrifice  of  feel- 
ing to  duty ;  and  even  the  strongest 
sense  of  obligation  frequently  fails  in 
reconciling  the  mind  to  what  is  still 
held  as  a  sort  of  sacrilege.  Who 
then  are  they  that  are  to  go  farther, 
and  to  give  up  the  dead  to  the  knife 
of  the  anatomist  ?  Not  the  rich  sure- 
ly ;  this  is  scarce  even  pretended  to 
be  hoped  for.  We  may  safely  add, 
not  the  poor  ;  for  the  price  is  too 
much,  at  which  even  the  poorest  will 
barter  away  the  objects  of  their  res- 
pect and  affection.  Of  all  these-, 
things  we  should  be  fully  apprised. 

But  let  us  remember,  and  urge  th& 
consideration  on  others,  that  there 
are  those  who  die  without  friends ; 
and  it  is  on  the  circumstance  that  in- 
dividuals die  in  public  institutions, 
whose  remains  are  allowed  to  be  in- 
terred without  the  attendance  of  a 
solitary  mourner,  that  anatomistSj^ 
both  here  and  abroad,  have  founded 
a  Strong  claim  to  legislative  enact- 
ment in  behalf  of  their  science.  It 
is  needless  to  say  how  strong  is  the 
appeal  which  they  have  made,  on  this 
ground,  to  the  good  sense  and  good 
feeling  of  assemblies  composed  of 
those  entrusted,  as  the  wisest  and  the 
best,  with  the  solemn  duty  of  making 
laws  for  the  human  race.  The  an- 
swer which  may  be  expected  to  such 
appeal,  in  the  present  state  of  public 
sentiment,  may  be  learned  from  the 
history  of  the  late  bill  introduced  into 
the  British  Parliament.  They  ma- 
nage things  better  in  France,  it  is 
true ;  but  whether  they  are  to  be 
managed  any  better  in  this  country, 


522 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


must  depend  entirely  on  the  profes- 
sion itself.  If  every  individual  mem- 
ber of  the  Hiculty  will  exert  his  influ- 
ence in  his  own  private  circle,  then 
may  we  hope  for  such  a  change  as 
will  enable  us  to  heal  the  sick,  and 
the  public  to  feel  secure  against  the 
ravages  of  the  resurrectionist. 

In  the  address  on  the  study  of 
General  Anatomy,  Dr.  G.  reviews 
the  discoveries  of  Bichat  and  the 
doctrines  of  Broussais,  which  he 
thinks  have  united  to  introduce  just- 
er  views  in  regard  to  the  nature  of 
diseases,  and  more  judicious  modes 
of  treatment,  than  had  before  been 
possessed  by  medical  practitioners. 
Too  much  honor  certainly  cannot  be 
paid  to  the  name  of  Bichat.  His  la- 
bors prove  a  union  of  genius  and  in- 
jdustry  such  as  fall  only  to  the  lot  of 
the  favored  few,  destined  to  mark 
and  ennoble  the  character  of  the  age 
in  which  they  live  ;  and  the  philo- 
s^ophical  mode  of  investigating  mor- 
bid changes  which  his  W(jrks  have  so 
much  contributed  to  promote,  has 
produced  almost  a  new  era  in  medi- 
cal science.  Whether  Broussais  is 
entitled  to  equal  distinction  among 
trie  benefactors  of  mankind,  may  be 
better  decided  when  his  peculiar 
views  have  been  more  fully  submit- 
ted to  the  test  of  experience. 

Natural  History, 
In  discoursing  on  Natural  History, 
Dr.  G.  traces  the  various  forms  of 
life,  as  it  is  exhibited  in  various  de- 
grees of  perfection,  from  the  amor- 
phous vegetable,  scarcely  to  be  dis- 
tinguished from  the  rocky  bed  to 
which  it  is  attached,  througli  the  dif- 
ferent orders  of  animals  u[)  to  man. 


He  remarks  on  the  singular  fact,  that 
some  vegetables  evince  a  sensibility 
and  irritability  independent  of  those 
which  serve  to  maintain  their  vitali- 
ty and  growth.  Instances  of  this  are 
found  in  the  sensitive  plant,  and 
likewise  in  the  Dlonea  muscipula,  or 
Venus'  fly-trap,  which  grows  in  some 
of  the  southern  states.  The  latter 
plant  is  said  to  possess  the  singular 
property  of  folding  its  leaves,  when  a 
fly  lights  upon  them,  so  as  to  detain 
or  crush  the  aggressor.  The  author 
conceives  this  to  be  a  strong  argu- 
ment that  these  plants  actually  feel, 
in  the  common  sense  of  the  term, 
though  he  is  not  ready  to  admit  that 
they  exercise  volition.  We  are  un- 
willing to  allow  that  the  two  proper- 
ties are  separate  in  the  instances  al- 
luded to,  nor  do  we  see  the  necessity 
of  admitting  the  existence  of  either. 
If  the  plant  moves  because  it  feels  a 
touch,  it  seems  unreasonable  to  deny 
it  the  intervention  of  a  will.  Again, 
it  appears  very  iujprobable  that  a 
sensibility  to,  and  the  wish  and  pow- 
er to  avoid  injury,  should  be  limited 
in  its  operation  to  a  single  noxious 
agent,  and  that  of  the  slightest  de- 
scription. Sensibility  and  motion  in 
animals  are  always  commensurate, 
and  they  constitute  their  security 
against  danger  and  injury.  In  this 
instance,  on  the  contrary,  the  sensi- 
bility would  appear  to  be  peculiarly 
exquisite,  and  the  means  of  resistance 
or  escape  almost  nothing.  We 
should  be  disposed  to  regard  the 
phenomenon,  in  both  these  produc- 
tions, as  depending  on  a  principle  of 
irritahility  distinct  from  sensibility. 

In  speaking  of  the  nervous  consti- 
tution of  animals,  our  author  follows 
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the  cinssificaiion  of  Bichat,  and  con- 
siders it  divisible  inlo  two  systems, — 
those  of  organic  and  of  animal  life. 
He  appears  however  to  have  some- 
what deviated  from  the  path  laid  out 
by  his  illustrious  guide,  and  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  two  systems,  as 
made  by  him,  wants  much  of  the 
clearness  which  it  possessed  as  laid 
down  by  the  author  of  the  General 
Anatomy.  A  single  quotation,  and 
a  short  one,  will  serve  to  illustrate 
our  meaning. — "  The  nervous  system 
of  organic  life  is  found  in  all  those 
animals  which,  though  destitute  of 
brain,  are  capable  of  performing 
some  of  the  curious  actions  which, 
studied  by  themselves,  would  imply 
the  highest  efforts  of  reason  and 
forethought,  did  we  not  know  that 
such  actions  are  performed  without 
reference  to  reason,  and  are  entirely 
independent  of  all  influence  of  edu- 
cation. Such  are  the  actions  of  the 
bee  in  constructing  the  cells  of  her 
comb,  of  the  wasp  in  gathering  the 
materials  for  the  construction  of  its 
nest,  and  in  procuring  food  for  its 
young."  If  by  this  extract  is  under- 
stood, as  the  words  obviously  seem 
to  imply,  that  the  bee  and  the  wasp 
are  destitute  of  animal  nervous  or- 
ganiz  jlion,  the  assertion  is  wholly  at 
variance  with  the  views  of  Bichat  ; 
since,  according  to  this  author,  all 
action  and  motion  which  are  voluntary 
on  the  part  of  the  aninuil,  take  place 
in  virtue  of  such  organization.  The 
organic  system,  properly  so  called, 
.serves  merely  for  the  preservation 
of  the  animal  itself,  and  has  no  more 
to  do  with  the  movements  of  the  bee 
in  constructing  her  cell,  than  with 
those  of  the  man  in  building  his  ha- 


bitation. We  notice  this  instance  of 
inaccuracy  as  one  of  a  very  small 
number  in  the  work.  The  author 
himself  remarks  that  most  of  those 
who  condemn  the  system  of  Bichat, 
show  that  they  either  have  not  read 
his  works,  or  have  mistaken  his  mean- 
ing. We  regret  that  he  should  have 
led  us  to  advert  to  the  fact  that  some 
of  his  admirers  have  laid  themselves 
open  to  a  similar  accusation. 

The  distinction  intended  to  be  set 
up,  however,  between  the  superior 
and  inferior  orders  of  animals,  is  one 
of  no  small  moment,  since  it  estab- 
lishes a  boundary  between  reason  and 
instinct ;  attributing  the  former  to  the 
superior  tribes,  and  limiting  the  infe- 
rior to  the  possession  of  the  latter. 
Whether  our  author  has  taken  too 
bold  a  step  in  admitting  any  portion 
of  the  brute  creation  to  a  share  of 
this  much  contested  prerogative,  we 
know  not  ;  but  we  do  not  well  see 
how  he  could  have  done  otherwise, 
in  view  of  those  facts  which  the  study 
of  Natural  History  presents  to  every 
candid  observer.  Speech  and  reason, 
it  is  said,  are  the  characteristics  of 
man.  But  what  is  reason  ?  We 
venture  to  maintain  that  Jio  definition 
can  be  given  of  this  faculty  which 
will  include  the  human  race  and  ex- 
clude the  animal.  Is  it  the  province 
of  reason  to  propose  to  itself  an  end, 
and  to  devise  means  suitable  for  the 
attainment  of  that  end  ?  The  dog, 
whose  master  has  met  with  an  acci- 
dent which  disables  him  from  pro- 
ceeding on  his  journey,  sets  off  at 
once  in  pursuit  of  assistance  ;  attracts 
if  possible  the  notice  of  some  passen- 
ger ;  urges  him  by  every  mode  of  en- 
treaty to  turn  and  follow  ;  and  guides 
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liim  quickly  to  the  scene  of  suffering. 
The  bee,  whose  waxen  structure  has 
been  injured,  repairs  the  damage  in- 
flicted with  the  greatest  despatch  and 
the  most  consummate  skill.  The 
elephant,  whom  some  unthinking 
visiter  has  been  wanton  enough  to 
provoke,  makes  no  show  of  unavail- 
ing rage,  but  marks  out  the  aggres- 
sor, knows  him  again  at  the  end  of 
weeks  or  months,  even  among  a  hun- 
dred others,  and  generally  contrives, 
hy  some  unexpected  mode  of  retalia- 
tion, to  make  him  pay  a  severe  pe- 
nalty for  his  malice  or  folly.  If  then 
forethought  and  contrivance  consti- 
tute reason,  we  see  not  how  we  can 
^eny  its  possession,  in  a  considerable 
degree,  to  the  more  favored  of  the 
.animal  creation. 

But  it  is  said  that  animals  are  not 
susceptible  of  being  improved  by  edu- 
-cation.  So  far  as  this  relates  to  suc- 
cessive generations,  the  assertion  can- 
not and  need  not  be  answered.  It  is 
evidently  not  intended  by  nature, 
4hat  the  habits  and  mode  of  living  of 
the  inferior  animals  should  be  mate- 
rially altered  in  this  manner.  Yet 
ihe  domesticated  animals  transmit 
their  acquired  pacific  habits  to  their 
offspring,  and  thus  produce  a  sort  of 
hereditary  improvement.  A  more 
curious  fact  is,  that  pointers  which 
have  been  properly  trained, communi- 
cate to  their  young,  in  an  increased 
degree,  the  faculty  of  acquiring  the 
habit  which  renders  them  valuable 
to  their  possessor.  In  a  more  limit- 
ed sense,  all  animals  are  improved 
by  education.  The  powers  of  song 
and  of  flight,  acquired  by  the  young 
bird  from  its  parent,  are  a  proof  of 
this,  no  less  than  the  artificial  en- 


dowments conferred  on  learned  pigs, 
dogs,  &c.,  by  human  instructers. 
This  capacity  for  receiving  instruc- 
tion is  confined  confessedly  within 
narrow  limits  ;  nor  is  it  sufficient  to 
say  that  these  are  formed  solely  by 
the  want  of  oral  communication  ;  for 
the  deaf  and  dumb,  among  human 
beings,  learn  much  farther  and  faster 
than  animals  :  it  is  limited  by  the 
constitution  of  nature  ;  but  still  its 
existence  cannot  be  denied  ;  and  this 
is  quite  as  much  as  is  necessary  to 
the  point  in  question. 

It  is  perhaps  proper  to  advert  to 
one  view  of  this  subject,  in  which  it 
assumes  apparently  a  higher  impor- 
tance  than  is  at  all  due  to  it  as  a 
mere  speculative  discussion.  It  may 
be  said  that,  in  admitting  the  affir- 
mative of  this  question,  we  necessa- 
rily allow  that  the  inferior  animals 
have  souls, — and  thus  involve  our- 
selves in  the  dilemma  of  denying  that 
the  soul  is  immortal,  or  of  admitting 
that  these,  our  humble  companions 
on  earth,  are  to  share  with  us  the 
enjoyments  of  another  state  of  exist- 
ence. We  do  not  regard  either  al- 
ternative with  any  excessive  alarm. 
We  have  better  security  for  a  future 
life  than  can  arise  from  any  specula- 
tive distinction  between  discerptible 
and  indiscerptible,  between  matter 
and  spirit ;  and  if  the  annihilation  of 
soul  is  every  way  possible  in  itself,  it 
is  still  impossible  for  those  who  have 
the  promise  of  immortality.  Neither 
has  the  creed  of  the  poor  savage, 
that  "admitted  to  an  equal  sky,  his 
faithful  dog  shall  bear  him  company,'* 
the  power  to  inspire  us  with  any  ter- 
ror, though  the  notion  is  too  vayue 
and  visionary  for  serious  discussion. 
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On  the  other  hand,  is  there  nothing 
to  dread  in  admitting  an  instinct 
arising  out  of  organization  merely  ? 
If  something  so  near  reason  can  re- 
sult from  a  mere  skilful  arrangement 
of  parts,  it  is  by  no  means  extrava- 
gant to  infer  that  reason  itself  is  the 
product  of  a  still  nicer  construction. 
To  admit  this,  were  to  countenance 
materialism  in  its  grossest  form.  Met 
on  both  sides  by  difficulties  so  serious, 
we  seem  compelled  to  adopt  in  our 
conclusions  a  middling  course.  Some 
share  of  the  reasoning  faculty  may 
safely  be  conceded  to  the  inferior 
animals  without  material  injury  to 
our  own  prerogative ;  and  at  all 
events  it  is  better  to  raise  them  to- 
ward our  own  rank  in  the  scale  of 
being,  than  by  vilifying  those  facul- 
ties which  we  possess  in  common,  to 
involve  ourselves  and  them  in  a  com- 
mon degradation. 

Design, 

In  his  address  to  the  academy  of 
Design,  our  author  makes  some  very 
judicious  remarks  on  the  anatomical 
knowledge  required  by  the  artist,  in 
distinction  from  that  which  is  needed 
by  the  physician  and  surgeon.  The 
models  of  Grecian  sculpture,  in  which 
every  part  of  the  form  is  so  perfectly 
developed,  receive  from  him  a  just 
tribute  of  admiration.  It  is  obvious, 
that  in  order  to  produce  symmetry 
in  a  living  body,  it  is  necessary  to 
have  given  to  each  muscle  its  due 
proportion  of  exercise.  Hence  the 
difficulty  of  finding,  in  an  artificial 
state  of  society,  a  perfectly  propor- 
tioned figure.  Artisans,  according 
to  their  various  occupations,  exercise 
particular  sets  of  muscles  ;  and  thus 


in  each  class  of  these  persons,  one 
portion  of  the  frame  will  appear  to 
be  developed  out  of  proportion  to 
another.  The  want  of  due  muscular 
development  is  still  more  obvious, 
though  for  a  different  reason,  in  the 
studious  and  sedentary  class.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  savage  himself  is 
led,  from  habit  or  necessity,  to  adopt 
peculiar  movements  in  preference  to 
others,  so  that  his  gait  becomes  awk- 
ward and  his  form  impaired.  The 
best  forms  among  snvage  tribes  are, 
according  to  our  author,  those  of  the 
Osage  Indians,  and  others  similarly 
situated.  As  their  principal  exercise 
is  horsemanship,  they  are  free  front 
the  defects  observable  in  other  In- 
dians ;  their  frames  are  remarkably 
well  proportioned,  and  their  move- 
ments almost  uniformly  graceful. 

Mechanism  of  the  Human  Body. 

The  eighth  essay,  according  to  its 
title,  treats  of  the  mechanism  of  the 
human  body.  This  subject  is  a  no- 
vel one,  and  when  pursued  further 
than  it  appears  to  have  been  as  yet, 
will  be  extremely  interesting. 

The  remarks  on  Tight  Lacing, 
which  conclude  the  volume,  contain 
an  eloquent  and  forcible  appeal  to 
the  ladies  on  their  indulgence  in  so 
pernicious  a  practice.  As  these  re- 
marks have  already  appeared  in  our 
pages,  it  would  be  superfluous  to  say 
that  we  admit  their  correctness,  and 
approve  of  the  spirit  in  which  they 
are  written.  With  regard  to  the 
good  which  is  to  be  done  by  writing 
on  this  subject,  we  are  not  very  san- 
guine in  our  hopes.  Fashionable 
follies  are  not  easily  put  down  by 
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direct  attacks,  either  from  the  pulpit 
or  the  press.  Something  may  be 
done  by  rendcuing  a  custom  ridicu- 
lous, but  very  little  is  to  be  effected 
hy  gravely  provirjg  it  to  be  wrong. 
The  Doctor's  anecdote  about  the 
servant-maid  and  the  tea-kettle  is, 
for  domestic  use,  fairly  worth  the 
whole  of  his  argument  and  his  invec- 
tive together.  If  those  who  decry 
tight  lacing  really  expect  to  make 
converts  among  the  fair  victims  of 
this  injurious  practice,  they  need  do 
no  more,  in  order  to  be  undeceived, 
than  to  attempt  enforcing  their  doc- 
trines on  their  own  wives  and  daugh- 
ters. Reform,  like  charity,  may  well 
begin  at  home  ;  and  if  the  reformer 
fails  there,  he  will  be  the  less  disap- 
pointed by  ill  success  abroad.  The 
truth  probably  is,  for  we  will  not  be 
positive  on  this  point,  that  the  exist- 
ing rules  in  regard  to  dress  do  not 
require  lacing  to  be  carried  to  that 
degree  in  which  it  is  attended  with 
injury  or  danger  ;  and  to  deny  that 
in  a  moderate  degree  it  improves  the 
figure,  would  imply,  in  respect  of 
taste,  something  little  short  of  total 
depravity.  Those  who,  from  exces- 
sive vanity  or  a  worse  motive,  choose 
to  straiten  their  persons  to  one  half 
the  natural  dimensions,  deserve  the 
ill  consequences  of  their  folly  and 
wickedness;  but  to  hold  a  custom 
answerable  for  all  the  evils  of  its 
abuse,  seems  scarcely  conformable 
to  reason  and  to  justice. 

It  is  needless,  perhaps,  after  this 
analysis  of  Dr.  G.'s  work,  to  add 
that  it  will  not  diminish  the  high  re- 
putation which  the  author  has  alrea- 
dy acquired  for  his  labors  in  Natural 
History  and  Physiology.  The  vo- 
lume is  replete  with  excellent  philo- 


sophy, pure  morality,  and  an  evident 
zeal  for  the  promotion  of  science  ; 
and  the  sentiments  are  conveyed  in 
a  style  which,  if  sometimes  too  am- 
bitious for  the  subject,  is  always  ani- 
mated, and  generally  elegant.  The 
title,  after  all,  scarce  does  justice  to 
the  collection.  It  is  in  fact,  as  we 
have  considered  it,  a  series  of  medi- 
cal essays,  and  as  such  ought  to  have 
a  place  in  the  library  of  every  prac- 
titioner. 

EXCISION  OP  THE  SUPERIOR  MAXILLA- 
RY BONE  FOR  OSTEO-SARCOMA. 

This  operation,  which  has  hitherto 
been  followed  by  fatal  consequences, 
has  been  successfully  performed  in 
the  Hosp  lal  at  Lyons,  by  M.  Gen- 
soul,  Chirurgien-en-chef.  A  profes- 
sional gentleman  who  visited  the  ca- 
binet of  M.  G.,  which  is  peculiarly 
rich  in  specimens  of  diseased  struc- 
tures, says  : — 

Among  others,  he  produced  a  spe- 
cimen of  osteo-sarcoma  of  the  maxil- 
la superior  of  the  left  side,  which  he 
had  extirpated  some  months  previ- 
ously, together  with  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  maxilla.  The  method 
pursued  was,  to  use  his  own  expres- 
sion, chiseling"  out  the  disease  ; 
and  I  was  astonished  to  hear  him 
say,  it  was  completed  with  scarcely 
any  hemorrhage,  no  vessels  requiring 
ligature  after  the  superficial  branch- 
es divided  by  the  first  incisions  were 
secured.  The  mass  excised  was  of 
considerable  thickness,  and  contain- 
ed six  teeth,  the  farthest  incisor  and 
five  beyond.  The  patient  recovered 
without  anything  remarkable  occur- 
ring, and  M.  Gensoul  exhibited  a 
drawing  taken  when  he  left  the  hos- 
pital, in  which,  though  the  scar  pre- 
sented rather  a  formidable  appear- 
ance, the  deformity  in  outline  was 
not  very  considerable.  He  did  not 
expect  any  return  of  the  disease. 

M.  G.  also  n>entioned  a  second 
case  of  the  same  kind,  which  he  had 
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operated  on  since  the  former,  and 
with  an  equally  favorable  result. 
The  tumor  was  smaller,  and  had  not 
been  preserved.  This  patient,  howe- 
ver, had  but  just  left  the  hospital. 

Ligature  on  the  Aorta. — We  un- 
derstand lhat  the  operation  of  apply- 
ing a  ligature  on  the  aorta  hns  been 
very  recently  perfornied  at  the  Exe- 
ter Hospital,  by  that  able  and  intelli- 
gent surgeon,  Mr.  James,  for  an 
aneurism  of  the  external  iliac  artery, 
situated  very  high  up.  A  ligature 
was,  in  the  first  instance,  placed  on 
the  distal  side  of  the  aneurismal  sac, 
on  the  femoral  artery  ;  which  mea- 
sure having  failed  to  produce  the  de- 
sired effect,  and  symptoms  of  the 
most  urgent  description  having  super- 
vened, the  aorta  was  secured  after 
the  manner  adopted  by  Sir  A.  Coop- 
er. The  patient  survived  the  ope- 
ration but  a  very  few  hours. 

Prov,  Med.  Gazette. 


Quicksilver  in  Constipation. — A 
severe  case  has  been  recently  pub- 
lished in  a  London  Journal,  in  which 
a  stricture  of  the  rectum  proved  fa- 
tal, after  many  potent  remedies  had 
been  administered  without  the  least 
benefit.  Calomel,  colocynth,  and 
crotou  oil  failed  to  force  the  barrier, 
and  half  a  pound  of  quicksilver  was 
given  two  days  before  the  patient^s 
death. 

On  examining  the  intestinal  canal, 
the  rectum  was  found  to  be  of  the 
enormous  length  of  three  feet,  and 
so  much  contracted,  about  six  inches 
above  the  sacrum,  as  scarcely  to  ad- 
mit the  tip  of  the  finger.  Above  the 
stricture  the  bowel  was  greatly  dis- 
tended with  faeces,  and  part  of  the 
quicksilver  was  lodged  in  the  sigmoid 
flexure  of  the  colon. 


Close  Imitation  of  Nature. — Dr. 
Abuer  Horton,  of  New- York  city, 
has  succeeded  in  forniing  an  artificial 
eyelid  for  a  black  boy.  This  impor- 
tant operation  was  performed  in  a 
short  time,  and  in  a  few  days  after- 
wards the  boy  had  a  very  sightly  eye, 
answering  all  the  purposes  of  a  natu- 


ral one.  The  ball  of  the  eye  had 
been  gored  by  an  ox,  and  several  at- 
tempts had  been  nrnde  to  unite  or 
restore  the  detached  eyelid  by  other 
physicians,  which  all  proved  abor- 
tive.— Daily  Adv. 

Triple  Dentition. — A  gentleman 
in  Portland,  Maine,  at  the  age  of  75, 
years,  had  an  entire  new  set  of  teetii, 
which  he  lived  Xo  exercise  and  enjoy 
as  long  as  the  first  set.  This  gentle- 
man, who  is  since  deceased,  was  a 
relative  of  the  Editor,  who  can  vouch 
for  the  correctness  of  the  statement. 


A  Dyspeptic. — There  is  now  in  the 
Hospital  near  York,  Pennsylvania,  a 
young  woman,  aged  about  iGyears^ 
who  weighs  364  pounds,  and  mea- 
sures 4  feet  9  inches  in  height,  and 
4  feet  6  inches  round  the  waist. 


A  black  man,  with  a  wooden  \eg, 
made  application  to  the  commission- 
ers of  the  alms-house  for  assistance. 
"  What  do  you  do  for  a  living  ? — says- 
one.  "  Why,''  said  the  black,  "  I 
opens  oysters  in  season,  and  picks  up 
a  crumb."  "  And  what  else.'* 
"  Why  I  cleans  boots  when  I  can 
get  any  to  clean."  "  Well,  nothing 
else  ?"  Why  yes,  I  sometimes 
Doctors.''^  "Ah,  and  can  you  cure 
the  rheumatism  ?  "  Yes  sir,"  said 
Cuff,  when  it  does'nt  reach  the  mar- 
row of  the  bone." 


We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a 
treatise  entitled,  Instructions  and  Ob- 
servations concerning  the  use  of  the 
Chlorides  of  Soda  and  Lime  ;  by 
A.  G.  Labarraque.  Translated  by 
Jacob  Porter. — Also,  A  New  Theo- 
ry of  Life  ;  by  Dr.  Baker,  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Died. — In'Providence,  Dr.  Harvey  Robin- 
son, set.  42 — In  Warner,  Dr.j^Henry  Lyman, 
set.  43 — In^Louisville,  Ky.  Dr.  .Joseph  Buchan- 
nan,  aet.  43 — In  Cornwall,  Dr.  Isaac  Marsh, 
aet.  5.3— Inl^Chilicothe,  Dr.  Edward  Tiffin,  aet. 
64,  formerly  Governor  of  Ohio,  and  late  Sur- 
veyor General  of  the  United  States. — In 
Keene,  Dr.  Josiah  Goodhue,  of  Hadley,  Mass. 
aet.  70— In  New  Orleans,  Dr.  Samuel  Ellis, 
Surgeon  Dentist — In  Belfast,  Dr.  William 
Poor,  aet.  53. 
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ANATOMICO  -  SURGICAL  DRAW- 
INGS, and  Descriptions  of  all  the 
Surg^ical  Operations,  according  to  the 
most  approved  methods.  By  L.  J,  Von 
BiERKowsKY.  Translated  from  the  Ger- 
man. In  two  volumes,  and  570  drawings 
■on  58  folio  plates. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  PROSPECTUS. 

Encouraged  by  the  approbation  of 
the  Medical  Profession,  it  is  proposed  to 
publish  a  work  under  the  present  title." 

This  work  contains  570  drawings,  on 
58  plates  folio  ;  to  which  is  annexed,  in 
two  volumes  8vo.  a  concise  explanation 
of  each  surgical  operation.  The  plates 
exhibit  not  only  the  parts  interested  in 
operations,  in  their  natural  position  and 
size,  but,  what  is  much  more  important, 
represent  the  different  acts  or  stages  of  the 
•whole  operation,  while  others  exhibit  de- 
lineations of  such  morbid  affections  as 
consist  in  the  change  of  the  natural  posi- 
tion, structure,  color,  &c.  In  order  to 
afford  the  work  at  a  moderate  price,  the 
plates  will  be  Lithographic  ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  perfect  accuracy,  en- 
gagements have  been  entered  into  for  their 
preparation  in  Berlin,  under  the  especial 
direction  of  two  of  the  most  distinguished 
Professors  of  the  University  of  that  city." 

A  specimen  of  the  translation,  and  the 
plates,  is  deposited  for  inspection  at  the 
Bookstore  of  CARTER  &  HEN  DEE,  who 
xeceive  subscriptions  for  the  work. 

Subscribers  will  be  furnished  with  the 
"work,  and  the  first  impressions  of  the 
plates,  at  the  price  of  $  30. 

The  subscription  list  will  be  open  until 
the  1st  of  November,  1829,  after  which 
period  the  price  of  the  work  will  be  raised 
to  $  40. 

P.  S.  For  the  accommodation  of  sub- 
scribers the  work  will  be  issued  in  five 
Numbers,  at  $  6  each,  payable  on  deli- 
very. Sept.  29.  1S202N1D. 

BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTI- 
TUTION. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  LECTURES 
will  commence  on  the  first  Thurs- 
day in  September,  and  continue  fifteen 
•weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  by  H.  H. 

Childs,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  J.  D.  Wells, 

M.D. 


Medical  Jurisprudence,  S.  W.  Williams, 
M.D. 

Theoretical  and  Operative  Surgery,  S. 
White,  M.D.  and  S.  P.  White,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Obste- 
trics, C.  B.  Coventry,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  Botany,  Mineralogy  and  Na- 
tural Philosophy,  C.  Dewy,  M.D. 

Matriculation  ticket,  $  3.  Fee  for  Lec- 
tures, $  40.  Library  ticket,  $  1.  Gradu- 
ation, $  15,50.  Board,  including  wash- 
ing, lodging  and  room,  $  1,75  a  week. 

Pittsjitld^  July  22,  1829.  aug4tsepl30 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

THE  subscribers  continue  to  receive 
and  instruct  Medical  Pupils  upon 
the  terms  formerly  announced. 

The  Pupils  are  admitted  to  the  medical 
and  surgical  Practice  of  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital,  and  receive  pri- 
vate instruction  from  the  subscribers. 

JAMES  JACKSON, 
WALTER  CHANNING. 
For  terms,  apply  to  Dr.  Channing,  Tre- 
mont  street,  opposite  Tremont  House. 
Sept.  22.  3t. 

HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

MEDICAL  LECTURES. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard 
University  will  begin  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  College,  Mason-street, 
Boston,  the  third  WEDNESDAY  in  Octo- 
ber next,  the  21st,  at  nine  o"" clock,  A.  M, 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Warren. 
Chemistry,  Dr.  Webster. 
Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence, 

Dr.  Channing. 
Materia  Medica,  Dr.  Bigelow. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Dr.  Jack- 
son. 

Students  attending  the  Medical  Lec- 
tures are  admitted,  without  ftt^  to  the 
Surgical  Operations  and  Clinical  Practice 
of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
during  the  courses. 

Aug.  4.       W.  CHANNING,  Dtan. 
eoptOct21. 

A TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, byC.G.HuFELAND,  Physician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  &:c.,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  &  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 
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I. 

EFFECTS  OF  PHOSPHORUS   AND  OF 
HEAT  ON  THE  ANIMAL  BODY. 

The  only  novelty  that  we  know  of 
at  present  likely  to  interest  our 
readers,  is  the  appearance  on  the 
stage  of  a  M.  Chabert,  who  pro- 
fesses to  eat  arsenic  and  drink 
prussic  acid,  and  with  the  wonders 
of  whose  exploits  some  of  the  news- 
papers have  lately  been  teeming. 

The  general  impression  of  those 
who  have  seen  Chabert  is  in  his  fa- 
vor, in  so  far  as  regards  the  fact 
of  his  swallowing  certain  substances 
which,  on  the  generality  of  man- 
kind, act  as  poisons.  At  his  last 
exhibition,  for  instance,  he  swal- 
lowed twenty-two  grains  of  phos- 
phorus ;  and  on  a  former  occasion 
is  said  to  have  taken  two  scruples. 
The  phosphorus  was  brought  by 
Sir  G.  Farrant,  and  Chabert  ra- 
pidly bit  off  some  pieces,  amounting 
to  the  quantity  above  mentioned. 
These  were  put  into  a  spoon  ;  and 
w^hile  he  kept  his  hands  behind  him, 
to  prevent  the  idea  of  any  undue 
interference  on  his  part,  they  were 
apparently,  and  we  believe  really, 
taken  down  his  throat.  He  held 
the  head  back,  with  the  mouth 
open,  and  the  tongue  slightly  pro- 
truded, performing  the  act  of  de- 
glutition very  rapidly,  so  as  to 
avoid  allowing  the  phosphorus  to 
remain  in  contact  with  the  tongue. 
This  is  unquestionably  an  extraor- 
dinary feat,  and  shows  a  power  of 


resisting  the  effects  of  such  doses 
of  this  substance  as  would  probably 
destroy  most  individuals:  still  there 
is  nothing  in  it  which  appears  to  us 
absolutely  marvellous,  as  phospho- 
rus, in  smaller  quantity,  has  fre- 
quently been  taken  with  impunity. 

Mentz,  a  German  physician,  re- 
commended phosphorus,  in  1751, 
as  a  powerful  stimulant,  and  pub- 
lished some  cases  illustrative  of  its 
efficacy  ;  and  on  his  authority,  it 
has  since  been  occasionally  used  in 
Germany. — In  France,  Alphonse 
Leroy  experimented  with  it  on  his 
own  person,  and  took  three  grains 
in  treacle.  This  caused  great  un- 
easiness, which,  however,  was  re- 
lieved by  copious  draughts  of  cold 
water  ;  and  he  affirms  that  next 
day  his  muscular  strength  was  con- 
siderably increased.  He  relates 
the  case  of  a  young  man  who  reco- 
vered from  the  advanced  stage  of 
typhous  fever  under  the  use  of 
phosphorus,  and  of  an  old  man  who 
was  restored  by  it  from  a  state  of 
extreme  debility. — Dr.  Conradi 
also  asserts  that  he  has  known  it 
succeed  when  other  stimulants  had 
failed.  All  the  experiments,  how- 
ever, did  not  terminate  so  favora- 
bly.— Weikard  was  consulted  by  a 
Jew,  who  had  lost  his  speech  and 
the  use  of  his  limbs,  in  consequence 
of  an  apoplectic  seizure.  Two 
grains  of  phosphorus  were  adminis- 
tered to  him,  rubbed  up  in  a  con- 
serve :  next  day  three  grains  were 
given  in  some  honey  ;  and  Weikard 
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informs  us  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  have  increased  the  dose  still 
farther  next  da}?,  but  that  in  the 
meantime  the   unfortunate  Jew 
Was  taken  ill,  and  died  on  the 
fourth  day  in  great  agony.— In  our 
number  for  July  llih  will  also  be 
found  the  case  of  a  chemist  at 
Biel,  who  was  poisoned  by  three 
grains. — Brera  likewise  tried  it 
in  a  case  of  paralysis.    He  gave 
two  grains  dissolved  in  mucilage 
of  gum  arabic,  and  directed  it  to 
be  taken  in  divided  doses,  so  that 
each  should  contain  half  a  grain  of 
phosphorus.    His  patient  appear- 
ed to  be  better  after  the  first 
dose,  but  scarcely  had  she  taken 
the  last,  before  she  was  seized 
with  burning  pain  in  the  stomach, 
and  died  in  twenty-four  hours. — 
Alibert  tried  a  series  of  experi- 
ments with  this  substance,  princi- 
pally in  epilepsy.    The  method 
he  adopted  was  to  incorporate  a 
grain  in  an  ounce  of  mucilage,  and 
to  give  it  in  the  course  of  twenty- 
four  hours.    The  general  result 
was,  that  it  impaired  digestion, 
without  curing  the    disease  for 
which  it  was  given. — The  latest 
publication  on  this  subject,  so  far 
as  we  know,  is  that  of  M.  Lob- 
stein,  which  appeared  in  1815  ; 
and  the  opinion  he  expresses  with 
regard  to  the  medicinal  powers 
of  phosphorus  is  so  favorable,  that 
we  cannot  but  regret  that  it  is  not 
corroborated  by  others.    He  used 
it  chiefly  in  fever,  and  states  that 
the  pulse  improves,  and  delirium 
diminishes  very  speedily,  under 
its  exhibition.    He  also  mentions 
that  the  evacuations  become  lu- 
minous in  the  dark,  when  it  is 
given  in  sufficient  quantities. — 
Hnfeland  says  that  a  small  portion 
of  phosphorus,  if  allowed  to  come 
into  contact  with  the  stomach,  is 
apt  to  excite  inflammation^  but 


speaks  favorably  of  it  as  a  stimu- 
lant, in  doses  of  about  one  grain  in 
the  day,  when  carefully  mixed 
with  (iiucilage  by  long-continued 
trituration. — To  return  to  M. 
Chabert  : — It  appears  that  the 
internal  exhibition  of  phosphorus 
in  small  doses  has  often  been 
practised  ;  and  that  one  individual 
(Leroy)  took  so  much  as  three 
grains.  But  it  is  the  result  of 
general  experience,  that  the  sys- 
tem may  become  reconciled  to 
large  doses  of  the  most  powerful 
agents,  provided  they  are  very 
gradually  and  cautiously  increas- 
ed ; — witness  opium.  Half  a 
grain  is  the  usual  dose  of  lunar 
caustic,  but  we  have  known  an 
individual  take  sixty  grains  in  the 
course  of  twenty-four  hours,  in 
five-grain  pills, — a  feat  scarcely 
less  wonderful  than  that  of  Cha- 
bert. 

As  to  arsenic  and  prossic  acid, 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  inquire 
about  them  when  it  appears  that 
he  has  actually  taken  them.  At 
present  his  ability  to  do  so  with 
impunity  rests  on  his  own  authori- 
ty. With  regard  to  holding  his 
head  for  a  short  time  in  the  fumes 
of  arsenic,  it  is  of  very  little  im- 
portance even  if  he  really  did  it. 
Nor  can  we  avoid  hinting,  that 
throwing  sulphuric  acid  upon  a 
chafing  dish,  so  as  to  raise  sul- 
phurous acid  vapors,  and  thus  half 
choke  those  who  came  near,  sa- 
vored very  much  of  trickery,  as 
did  several  other  parts  of  his  con- 
duct. Neither  do  we  attach  much 
importance  to  the  feat  of  swal- 
lowing oil  at  310  degrees.  The 
efl'ect  of  any  body,  at  a  high  tem- 
perature, in  producing  a  sense  of 
heat,  depends  very  much  on  the 
rapidity  with  which  it  parts  with 
caloric  ;  in  other  words,  on  whe- 
ther it  be  a  good  or  bad  conduct- 
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or.  Thus,  it  might  have  been  ob- 
serveJ,  that  though  Chabert  suf- 
fered the  oil  to  be  put  into  his 
mouth,  he  avoided  letting  the 
spoon  even  touch  his  tongue,  be- 
cause the  metal,  though  it  could 
not  be  hotter  than  the  oil  which  it 
contained,  parted  with  its  heat 
much  more  rapidly,  and  would 
thus  have  burnt  him, 

M.  Chabert  is  represented  in 
the  Literary  Gazette  as  possess- 
ing three  antidotes — one,  a  pre- 
servative against  vegetable,  ano- 
ther against  animal,  and  a  third 
against  mineral  poisons  ;  nay,  he 
even  holds  out  that  he  has  an  an- 
tidote to  hydrophobia,  and  is  able 
to  save  men  "  from  every  species 
of  poison." 

If  he  really  possess  such  im- 
portant secrets,  the  Editor  of  the 
Literary  Gazette  thinks  that 
they  ought  to  be  ascertained,  and 
he  largely  rewarded  as  a  public 
benefactor."  It  is  only  the  notice 
which  has  been  taken  of  these 
performances  in  so  respectable  a 
publication  which  induces  us  to 
advert  to  them  at  all  ;  and  we 
agree  that  the  secret  of  his  anti- 
dotes ought  to  be  purchased,  if 
he  really  possess  such  but  we 
do  not  believe  that  he  does.  That 
the  same  thing  should  prove  an 
antidote  to  all  the  poisons  taken 
from  one  kingdom — to  arsenic,  for 
example,  and  corrosive  sublimate, 
and  verdigris,  and  sulphuric  acid, 
— agents  having  nothing  in  com- 
mon in  their  chemical  composi- 
tion, or  in  their  action  on  the  ani- 
mal body — is  too  monstrous  an 
improbability  for  any  intelligent 
person  to  credit.  And  even  if  it 
should  be  found  that  Chabert  can 
really  take  these  poisons  with  im- 
punity, which  we  do  not  imagine, 
we  should  still  hold  it  more  pro- 
bable that  he  had  gradually  ac- 


customed himself  to  them  than 
that  he  possessed  any  one  general 
antidote.  We  may  mention,  too, 
that  Chabert  retired  to  change  his 
dress  after  he  had  taken  the  phos- 
phorus and  oil,  and  remained  lon^ 
enough  absent  to,  have  vomited 
these  substances,  if  he  was  desi- 
rous of  so  doing,  and  that  he  took 
no  poison  after  he  had  been  in  the 
oven.  We  suggest  this  merely  as 
a  possibility,  but  if  so  it  would  de- 
prive the  experiment  of  much  of 
its  anomaly,  as  it  is  expressly 
stated  by  Lobstein  that  the  effects 
of  a  dose  of  phosphorus  are  scarce- 
ly ever  perceptible  in  less  than 
four  houro.  The  subject,  howe- 
ver, is  worthy  of  some  attention  i 
but  then  the  investigation  would 
require  to  be  carried  on  by  much 
cooler  heads  than  those  who  have 
already  volunteered  their  testi- 
mony in  Chabert's  favor,  and  who 
seem  inclined  to  swallow  all  his 
assertions  w^ith  as  much  avidity  as 
they  did  his  beef-steak.  And  this 
brings  us  to  the  last  part  of  the 
performance,  which,  though  it 
excited  the  greatest  admiration 
on  the  part  of  some  of  the  spec- 
tators, was  in  reality  the  least 
wonderful  of  the  whole.  An  oven 
was  heated,  into  which  Chabert 
entered  in  a  flannel  dress  and 
thick-soled  shoes,  being  provided 
with  a  sort  of  funnel,  communi- 
cating with  the  external  air, 
through  which  he  breathed.  So 
far  from  having  any  means  of 
guarding  against  the  effects  of  the 
heat,  he  was  dreadfully  oppress- 
ed, and  at  the  end  of  eight  mi- 
nutes and  a  half  burst  out  panting 
and  exhausted,  being  evidently 
quite  unable  to  bear  it  a  moment 
longer.  His  breathing  was  per- 
formed very  rapid,  the  expira- 
tions being  performed  forcibly  and 
with  much  puffing.  What  the  ex- 
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act  beat  of  the  oven  was,  we  are 
unable  to  say,  as  no  thermometer 
was  placed  in  it  at  the  time  Cha- 
bert  entered  ;  but  shortly  after  he 
came  out,  one  which  was  placed 
in  it  (much  against  his  inclination) 
only  rose  to  about  180  degrees  ! 

The  heat  of  the  oven  in  this 
case,  therefore,  was  probably  not 
greater  than  that  of  the  rooms  in 
which  Sir  Charles  Blagden,  Sir 
Joseph  Banks,  and  others,  remain- 
ed for  a  considerable  time  with- 
out any  communication  with  the 
external  air,  and  with  compara- 
tively little  inconvenience.  Ac- 
cording to  M.  Tillet,  girls  who 
had  been  accustomed  to  attend  an 
oven,  bore  for  ten  minutes  a  tem- 
perature equal  to  280  degrees 
Fahrenheit  ;  and  a  Spaniard,  nam- 
ed Martinez,  within  this  twelve- 
month, used  to  exhibit  at  the  Ti- 
voli,  in  Paris,  who  remained  in  an 
oven,  at  the  temperature  just 
mentioned,  long  enough  to  have  a 
fowl  roasted  beside  him,  and  to 
eat  it. 

The  most  scientific  experi- 
ments of  this  kind,  and  conse- 
quently the  most  interesting,  are 
detailed  by  Dr.,  afterwards  Sir 
C.  Blagden,  in  the  sixty-fifth  vol- 
ume of  the  Philosophical  Trans- 
actions. As  these  may  not  be 
within  the  reach  of  all  our  read- 
ers, we  subjoin  some  extracts. 

"  Soon  after  our  arrival,  a  ther- 
mometer in  the  room  rose  above 
the  boiling  point  :  this  heat  we  all 
bore  perfectly  well,  and  without 
any  sensible  alteration  in  the  tem- 
perature of  our  bodies.  Many 
repeated  trials,  in  successively 
higher  degrees  of  heat,  gave  still 
more  remarkable  proofs  of  resist- 
ing power.  The  last  of  these  ex- 
periments was  made  about  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  the 
heat  was  at  the  greatest :  a  very 


large  thermometer,  placed  at  a 
distance   from   the  door  of  the 
room,  but  nearer  to  the  wall  than 
to  the  cockle,  and  defended  from 
the  immediate  action  of  the  cock- 
le by  a  piece  of  paper  hung  be- 
fore it,  rose  one  or  two  degrees 
above  260.     Another  thermome- 
ter, which  had  been  suspended 
very  near  the  door,  stood  some 
degrees  above  240.    At  this  time 
I  went  into  the  room,  with  the 
addition  to  my  common  clothes  of 
a  pair  of  thick  worsted  stockings 
drawn  over  my  shoes,  and  reach- 
ing some  way  above  my  knees.  I 
also  put  on  a  pair  of  gloves,  and 
held  a  cloth  constantly  between 
my  face  and  the  cockle.  All 
these  precautions  were  necessary 
to  guard  against  the  scorching  of 
the   red-hot   iron.     I  remained 
eight  minutes  in  this  situation,  fre- 
quently walking  about  to  all  the 
different  parts  of  the  room,  but 
standing  most  of  the  time  in  the 
coolest   spot,   near  the  lowest 
thermometer.    The  air  felt  very 
hot,  but  still  by  no  means  to  such 
a  degree  as  to  give  pain  ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  had  no  doubt  of  being 
able  to  support  a  much  greater 
heat  ;  and  all  the  gentlemen  pre- 
sent, who  went  into  the  room, 
were  of  the  same  opinion.  I 
sweated,  but  not  very  profusely. 
For  seven  minutes  my  breathing 
continued  perfectly  good  ;  but 
after  that  time  I  began  to  feel  an 
oppression  in  my  lungs,  attended 
with  a  sense  of  anxiety,  which 
gradually  increased  for  the  space 
of  a  minute.    I  thought  it  most 
prudent  to  put  an  end  to  the  ex- 
periment, and  immediately  left 
the  room.    My  pulse,  counted  as 
soon  as  I  came  into  the  cool  air, 
for  the  uneasy  feeling  rendered 
me  incapable  of  examining  it  in 
the  room,  was  found  to  beat  at  the 
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rate  of  144  pulsations  in  a  mi- 
nute. A  chief  object  of  this 
day's  experiments  was  to  ascer- 
tain the  real  effects  of  our  clothes 
in  enabling  us  to  bear  such  high 
degrees  of  heat.  With  this  view 
I  took  off  my  coat,  waistcoat,  and 
shirt ;  and  in  that  situation  went 
into  the  room  as  soon  as  the  ther- 
mometer had  risen  above  the 
soiling  point,  with  the  precaution 
9f  holding  a  piece  of  cloth  con- 
stantly between  my  body  and  the 
cockle,  as  the  scorching  was 
otherwise  intolerable.  The  first 
impression  of  the  heated  air  on 
my  naked  body  was  much  more 
disagreeable  than  I  had  ever  felt 
it  through  my  clothes,  but  in  five 
or  six  minutes  a  profuse  sweat 
broke  out,  which  gave  me  instant 
relief,  and  took  off  all  extraordi- 
nary uneasiness.  At  the  end  of 
twelve  minutes,  when  the  ther- 
mometer had  risen  almost  to  220 
deg.  I  left  the  room  very  much 
fatigued,  but  no  otherwise  disor- 
dered, my  pulse  being  136  in  the 
minute.  Several  of  the  gentle- 
men present,  as  well  as  myself, 
went  into  the  room  without  our 
shirts  many  times  afterwards, 
when  the  thermometer  had  reach- 
ed almost  to  260  deg.,  and  found 
we  could  bear  the  heat  very 
well,  though  the  first  sensation 
was  always  more  disagreeable 
than  with  our  clothes.  To  prove 
that  there  was  no  fallacy  in  the 
degree  of  heat  shown  by  the 
thermometer,  but  that  the  air 
which  we  breathed  was  capable 
of  producing  all  the  well-known 
effects  of  such  heat  on  inanimate 
matter,  we  put  some  eggs  and  a 
beef-steak  into  a  pan  or  tin  frame: 
in  about  20  minutes  the  eggs  were 
taken  out  roasted  quite  hard,  and 
in  47  minutes  ihe  steak  was  not 
only  dressed,    but    almost  dry. 


Another  beef-steak  was  rather 
over  done  in  33  minutes.  In  the 
evening,  when  the  heat  was  still 
greater,  we  laid  a  third  beef- 
steak in  the  same  place  :  and  as 
it  was  now  observed  that  the  ef- 
fect of  the  heated  air  was  much 
increased  by  putting  it  in  motion, 
we  blew  upon  the  steak  with  a 
pair  of  bellows,  which  produced 
a  visible  change  on  its  surface, 
and  seemed  to  hasten  the  dressing: 
the  greatest  part  of  it  was  found 
pretty  well  done  in  13  minutes. 

"  The  same  person,  who  felt  no 
inconvenience  from  air  heated  to 
211,  could  not  bear  quicksilver  at 
120,  and  could  just  bear  rectified 
spirit  at  130  ;  that  is,  quicksilver 
heated  to  120  deg.  furnished,  in  a 
given  time,  more  heat  for  the 
living  powers  to  destroy  than  spi- 
rits heated  to  130  deg.  or  air  at 
211  deg." 

Dr.  Dobson  and  several  others 
went  into  the  sweating-room  of 
the  hospital  at  Liverpool,  when  it 
was  heated  to  224,  without  in- 
convenience. 

The  above  remarks  from  the  edi- 
torial department  of  the  London 
Medical  Gazette,  were  elicited  by 
some  experiments  which  were  de- 
scribed in  our  Journal  for  Sept.  8, 

II. 

Observations  on  the  J\*ature^  Cause 
and  Treatment  of  Hay  Jlsthma, 

(Concluded  from  p.  513.) 

Regarding  spasm  as  the  proxi- 
mate cause  of  the  disease,  I  exhi- 
bited, in  the  first  cases  which  came 
under  my  notice,  the  powder  of 
ipecacuan  and  the  tartrate  of  anti- 
mony, (sometimes  in  combination 
with  camphor  and  extract  of  hyos- 
ciamus),  in  such  doses  as  to  create 
a  constant  nausea  ;  which,  by  its 
antispasmodic  effect,  never  failed 
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to  afford  considerable  relief.  Nau- 
sea, however,  is  too  unpleasant  and 
depressing  a  sensation  to  be  long 
endured  ;  and  in  some  idiosyncra- 
sies it  cannot  be  in  the  least  pro- 
duced without  leading  to  constant 
vomiting,  or  efforts  to  vomit,  which 
only  serve  to  augment  the  headach 
and  general  distress.  Finding  that 
nauseating  medicines  were  but  of 
limited  application,  I  made  trial  of 
the  hydrocyanic  acid,  in  doses  of 
half  a  drop,  or  a  drop,  every  two 
or  three  hours  ;  giving,  in  the  in- 
tervals, from  three  to  fiv^e  grains  of 
the  carbonate  of  ammonia,  with  a 
quarter  or  half  a  grain  of  powder 
of  ipecacuan.  This  plan  invaria- 
bly alleviated  the  symptoms  ;  and 
when  they  were  not  exceedingly 
violent,  removed  them  entirely. 
Sometimes  I  administered  the  car- 
bonate of  ammonia,  with  ipecacu- 
an, alone,  and  certainly  never  with- 
out greatly  facilitating  the  difficul- 
ty of  breathing. 

No  medicine,  however,  which 
was  had  recourse  to,  was  of  such 
utility,  and  so  speedily  and  effectu- 
ally removed  the  paroxysms,  as 
the  ethereal  tinctu.^e  of  the  Lobelia 
injiata.  It  was  given  in  doses  of 
one  drachm,  repeated  every  three 
i)v  four  hours.  The  obstructed 
respiration  was  always  rendered 
more  free  by  the  first  dose,  and 
after  the  second  it  became  per- 
fectly easy  and  natural  ;  and  to 
this  soon  followed  the  disappear- 
ance of  all  the  other  symptoms. 

During  the  continuance  of  the 
asthma,  the  patient  should  confine 
himself  to  the  house  as  much  as 
possible  ;  and  should  eat  biscuit, 
and  the  more  digestible  kinds  of 
food.  He  should  sedulously  ab- 
stain from  all  spirituous  and  fer- 
mented liquors,  and  use  only  coffee 
for  drink.  He  should  also  abstain 
from  fresh  vegetables  and  fruit  of 


every  description  ;  because  these, 
by  readily  entering  into  the  acetous 
fermentation,  generate  within  the 
stomach  an  abundance  of  gaseous 
matter,  whereby  this  organ  becomes 
distended,  and  respiration  of  course 
greatly  impeded. 

Care  should  also  be  taken  to  ob- 
tain a  daily  and  free  evacuation  of 
the  bowels,  by  the  exhibition  of 
one  or  two  drachms  of  the  sulphate 
of  magnesia  every  morning.  Purg- 
ing is  improper.  Diuretics,  like- 
wise, should  be  given,  in  order  to 
preserve  a  plentiful  secretion  from 
the  kidneys  ;  for  I  have  often  no- 
ticed that  whenever  the  urinary 
discharge  was  copious,  the  fits 
were  generally  less  severe  than 
when  this  discharge  was  scanty. 

As  soon  as  the  inflammation  of 
the  eyes,  and  irritability  of  the 
mucous  lining  of  the  nostrils  super- 
venes, it  should  be  subdued  by 
keeping  a  piece  of  fine  linen,  wet- 
ted with  an  evaporating  lotion,  con- 
stantly applied  to  the  forehead  and 
across  the  nose.  If  this  measure 
be  not  persevered  in,  the  bronchiae 
will  become  affected  by  the  spread- 
ing of  the  morbid  action,  and  the 
asthmatic  symptoms  will  soon  make 
their  appearance.  But  if  the  oph- 
thalmia and  irritable  state  of  the 
schneiderian  membrane  be  timely 
reduced,  the  paroxysm  will  be 
postponed,  and  often  entirely  avert- 
ed ;  and  if  it  should  come  on,  it 
will  be  not  only  milder,  but  shorter 
in  its  duration. 

Opium  I  found  to  be  decidedly 
injurious.  It  increased  the  fever, 
headach,  wheezing,  and  suffocating 
tightness  across  the  chest.  Vege- 
table a'cids  were  given,  but  without 
success  ;  and  blisters  and  tartar 
emetic  ointment  were  of  no  utility; 
nor  was  any  material  diminution  of 
the  symptoms  ever  observed  to 
succeed  the  inhalation  of  steam,  or 
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the  abstraction  of  blood  by  leeches, 
which  were  occasionally  applied  to 
the  chest. 

The  warm  bath  was  not  of  the 
least  service,  but  immersion  of  the 
feet  in  hot  water  generally  proved 
beneficial.  Hay  asthma,  like  eve- 
ry other  variety  of  asthma,  depends 
on  a  state  of  general  or  local  debi- 
lity ;  and,  as  far  as  my  experience 
extends,  its  best  prophylactic  is  the 
cold  shower  bath,  which,  by  its 
tonic  properties,  removes  that 
W'Cak  and  irritable  condition  which 
forms  the  foundation  of  the  disease. 
This  preventive,  where  it  has  re- 
ceived a  fair  trial,  has  succeeded 
most  completely.  It  should  be 
commenced  in  about  six  or  eight 
weeks  previous  to  the  expected  re- 
currence of  the  complaint  ;  and 
employed  every  morning,  without 
intermission,  until  the  hay  is  being 
gathered  in.  Its  effects  are  speedy 
and  most  agreeable.  If  the  patient 
feel  any  obstruction  in  the  nostrils, 
heaviness  of  the  head,  tenderness  of 
the  eyes,  tingling  in  the  throat,  or 
impediment  of  respiration,  which 
he  not  unfrequently  does  when  he 
first  awakes  in  the  morning,  he  no 
sooner  uses  the  cold  shower  bath 
than  all  these  threatening  symptoms 
disappear,  and  he  feels  light,  vigor- 
ous and  active,  and  can  breathe 
with  the  most  perfect  ease  and 
freedom. 

During  the  employment  of  the 
bath,  the  alvine  canal  should  be 
gently  and  regularly  acted  on  by 
means  of  saline  aperients  ;  and  if 
any  thoracic  uneasiness  be  expe- 
rienced during  the  day,  a  dose  of 
the  ethereal  tincture  of  the  lobelia 
inflata  must  immediately  be  had 
recourse  to. 

If  the  couah  continue  after  the 
other  symptoms  have  terminated, 
it  is  best  relieved  by  opiates,  by 
stimulating  embrocations  rubbed 


on  the  chest  and  along  the  spine, 
and  by  change  of  air. 

From  what  I  have  witnessed, 
then,  I  am  disposed  to  conclude 
that  the  cold  shower  bath,  used  in 
the  manner  and  with  the  precau- 
tions I  have  laid  down,  will  prevent 
the  access  of  hay  asthma  ;  and  that 
the  asthmatic  fit  will  at  all  times 
yield  either  to  the  hydrocyanic  acid, 
or  to  the  ethereal  tincture  of  the 
lobelia  inflata. — lb. 


III. 

DISEASES  RESEMBLING  INFLAMMATION. 

Remarks  on  a  Peculiar  Class  of 
Diseases  resembling  Inflammation, 

By  Mr.  George  Newstead. 

A  NUMBER  of  cases  have  occurred 
*t!i  my  practice*  duiing  the  last 
four  years,  which,  with  all  the 
external  characters  of  active  in- 
flammation, have  not  been  reliev- 
ed by  bleeding,  and,  in  fact,  could 
not  bear  it  to  any  great  extent. 
The  form  chiefly  assumed  by  the 
disease,  when  I  first  observed  it, 
was  that  of  pleuritis.  Cold  chills 
or  shivering,  uneasiness  in  the 
back  and  limbs,  and  frequently 
vomiting,  were  succeeded  by  very 
acute  pain  in  the  side.  The 
tongue  had  the  appearance  exhi- 
bited in  typhus  mitior  ;  the  puisB 
\*hs  sometimes  accelerated,  but 
very  often  was  not  disturbed  in 
the  beginning  ;  the  secretion  of 
urine  was  remarkably  scanty,  very 
high  colored,  and  deposited  a  thick 
sedimetlt.  It  sometimes  termi- 
nated in  three  or  four  days  with 
profuse  sweats,  and  sometimes  in 
a  week  or  ten  days  by  expectora- 
tion, tinged  often  with  blood.  The 
pain  was  so  urgent,  and  the  breath- 
ing so  obstructed,  that  I  did  not 

*  At  Ilowden,  Yorkshire, 
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hesitate  to  use  the  lancet  ;  but 
the  first  bleeding  generally  put 
me  on  my  guard.  I  was  astonish- 
ed at  the  small  quantity  which 
commonly  flowed  before  syncope 
was  produced,  and  also  at  the 
slight  relief  of  pain,  even  where 
larger  abstractions  could  be  borne. 
Cases  like  peritonitis  began  to  oc- 
cur, and  I  then  found  that  whether 
the  patient  complained  of  the 
chest  or  abdomen,  the  pain  was 
not  confined  to  one  part.  On 
examining  those  complaining  of 
the  chest,  there  was  great  ten- 
derness to  the  touch  there  (a  cir- 
cumstance I  never  remarked  in 
inflammation  of  the  lungs  or  pleu- 
ra), and  not  only  there,  but  on  the 
abdomen,  and  very  often  down  the 
back;  and  those  who  said  the  pain 
was  in  the  abdomen  were  aff'ect- 
ed,  in  like  manner,  by  pressure 
on  the  chest  and  back,  as  well  as 
the  belly.  In  some,  even  the 
arms  and  thighs  were  afi'ected  ; 
and  whatever  part  was  touched, 
they  shrunk  like  the  subject  of 
acute  rheumatism  on  handling  an 
inflamed  joint.  This  diff*used  pain 
on  pressure,  and  the  diminished 
secretion  of  urine,  I  fixed  upon  as 
the  characteristic  symptoms  of 
the  disease.  Although  the  region 
of  the  kidney  was  usually  pointed 
out  as  the  seat  of  the  most  acute 
pain  in  the  abdominal  disease,  and 
the  secretion  of  urine  was  so  much 
disordered,  there  was  not  that 
frequency  of  making  water,  and 
pain  in  voiding  small  quantities, 
which  mark  nephritis.  The  state 
of  the  bowels  was  various  ; — fre- 
quently diarrhoea  came  on  with 
green  stools,  or  a  discharge  of 
bloody  mucus  ;  but,  as  calomel 
was  freely  given,  I  attributed 
these  symptoms  to  its  use.  One 
young  man,  however,  before  any 
medicine  was  given,  had  frequent 


discharges  from  the  bowels  of  a 
thin  bloody  serum,  without  tenes- 
mus, and  totally  diff'erent  from 
anything  dysenteric.  I  observed 
some,  where  the  chest  was  chiefly 
complained  of,  spit  up  the  same 
kind  of  serum,  like  bloody  water. 
The  stomach  was  often  irritable 
throughout  the  abdominal  disor- 
der, and  a  green  fluid  was  occa- 
sionally discharged.  I  felt  an 
awful  responsibility  at  first,  when 
I  dared  to  treat  this  complaint  with- 
out, or  with  very  little,  depletion; 
for  patients  themselves,  identify- 
ing what  they  felt  with  what  they 
had  heard  of  inflammation,  would 
ask  to  be  bled,  but  I  was  alarmed 
by  the  exhaustion  I  had  seen  fol- 
low, and  I  never,  except  in  two 
cases,  ventured  on  more  than  one 
bleeding,  trusting  afterwards  to 
leeches,  a  dozen  at  a  time.  My 
reliance  was  on  opium  and  calo- 
mel, or  mercurial  frictions.  I 
was  partly  encouraged  to  withhold 
the  lancet  by  the  state  of  the 
pulse,  which  was  often  not  above 
80,  and  natural  to  the  feel,  when 
the  chest,  back  and  abdomen 
could  not  be  touched  without 
agony,  and  even  the  weight  of 
the  bed-clothes  was  irksome;  for, 
although  I  am  aware  that  fatal 
inflammation  of  the  bowels  may 
exist  without  an  accelerated 
pulse,  I  fancy  that  commonly  it  is 
when  it  proceeds  from  some  me- 
chanical obstruction,  and  that  in 
pure  enteritis  or  peritonitis  there 
must  be  a  quick  pulse,  though  the 
feel  may  be  variable.  The  pulse 
did  not  often  continue  in  this  state, 
— it  generally  got  to  be  100  or 
upwards  after  two  or  three  days, 
when  the  febrile  disorder,  which 
seemed  to  modify  and  give  a  pe- 
culiar character  to  the  inflamma- 
tory symptoms,  had  time  to  deve- 
lope  itself.  My  cautious  practice 
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has  been  successful.  Out  of  a 
number  of  persons  afflicted  in  this 
way,  I  cannot  say  how  many,  but 
1  can  readily  bring  forty  to  my 
memory,  three  died.  Two  of 
these  had  been  freely  bled,  and 
the  third  was  a  woman  seventy- 
eight  years  of  age.  Within  the 
last  month  1  have  treated  two 
cases  successfully,  even  without 
leeches.  I  will  give  you  a  daily 
report  of  one  of  them. 

Jane  Cotham,  aet.  61.  July  7, 
1829. — Attacked  suddenly,  after 
tea  this  afternoon,  with  excruci- 
ating pain  all  over  the  abdomen, 
and  vomiting. — Eight  o'clock,  P. 
M.  Complains  of  great  pain  in 
the  abdomen,  which  is  very  much 
increased  on  pressure, — does  not 
mention  pain  elsewhere  ;  but,  on 
examination,  the  whole  of  the  left 
side  of  the  chest,  as  high  as  the 
axilla,  and  the  back,  are  as  tender 
to  the  touch  as  the  abdomen. 
Pain  came  on  suddenly,  but  she 
has  felt  chilly  and  not  very  well 
all  day, — has  been  uneasy  and  stiff 
in  her  back  and  limbs  two  or  three 
days, — has  never  been  subject  to 
any  spasmodic  affection.  Pulse 
72,  with  a  sinking  feel  ;  tongue 
pretty  natural  ;  bowels  moved 
both  yesterday  and  to-day.  Warm 
bath  ;  two  grains  of  opium  imme- 
diately. 

Pulv.  Ipecac,  c.  gr.  x.  Hydrar^. 
Submur.  gr.  ij.  cum  dosi  mist  salin. 
4lis  horis  postea.  Ol.  Ricini  3j. 
primo  mane.  Rub  I  lie  parts  af- 
fected, as  much  as  can  be  borne, 
with  camphorated  oil. 

July  8th,  10  o'clock,  A.  M.— 
Is  easier.  The  pain  on  pressure 
continues,  however,  particularly 
acute  on  the  left  side  of  the  chest, 
and  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen; 
cannot  take  a  full  inspiration  ;  has 
no  cough  ;  urine  said  to  be  very 


little  in  quantity  ;  no  stool  ;  ha& 
not  yet  taken  the  oil  ;  pulse  72, 
without  any  sinking  ;  tongue  fur- 
red. Ordered  to  take  the  oil  and 
a  black  draught  every  four  hours, 
until  the  bowels  are  opened. — 
Eight  o'clock,  P.  M.  Opening 
medicine  has  not  operated  ;  does 
not  complain  much  when  she  is 
still,  but  the  whole  of  the  abdo- 
men is  exquisitely  tender  to  the 
touch  ;  also  both  sides  of  the 
chest,  as  high  as  the  armpit  :  can 
bear  pressure  now  on  the  back  ; 
pulse  65  ;  tongue  a  little  moister; 
urine  in  very  small  quantity,  but 
nothing  particular  in  its  appear- 
ance ;  has  vomited  after  taking  aa 
opening  draught. 

July  9th. — Has  been  purged 
freely;  does  not  complain  of  pain;, 
can  bear  pressure  tolerably  well 
on  the  abdomen,  excepting  tha 
right  side,  which  is  still  tender  ; 
has  a  little  tenderness  on  the  right 
side  of  ihe  chest,  but  shrinks  froru 
the  slightest  touch  on  the  left 
side.  Pulse  86  ;  tongue  loaded 
with  a  moist  fur  in  the  middle  ; 
evidently  febrile  action  :  has  con- 
tinued the  calomel  and  comp. 
powder  of  ipecac. 

July  10th. — Is  easier;  has  slept 
well  ;  bears  pressure  on  the  abdo- 
men without  pain,  but  it  feels 
hard,  and  as  if  the  muscles  were 
spasmodically  contracted  ;  some 
soreness  to  the  touch  all  over  the 
chest.  Pulse  80  ;  gentle  diapho- 
resis ;  urine  exceedingly  scanty, 
depositing  a  thick  sediment;  tongue 
rather  improving,  dry  and  foul  in 
the  middle  ;  bowels  open  ;  has 
vomited  repeatedly. 

July  11th. — Severe  gripings  ;: 
constant  efforts  to  stool,  but  eva- 
cuates only  small  quantities  oT 
very  bloody  mucus  ;  has  passed, 
however,  during  the  night,  a  large 
quantity  of  dark  green  feculent 
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matter,  mixed  with  scybalae  ;  no 
pain  on  pressing  the  abdomen  ;  a 
little  still  on  touching  the  left  side 
of  the  chest. 

Chalk  mixture  with  Tinct.  Opii  ; 
three  grrtins  of  Opium  fur  a  sup- 
pository, 

July  12th. — The  griping  and 
tenesmus  abated  after  a  dose  or 
two  of  the  mixture  ;  returned  this 
morning  with  some  discharge  of 
blood  :  used  the  suppository,  and 
has  been  quite  easy  since  ;  no 
pain  on  pressure  ;  gums  swelled 
and  tender.  Pulse  100  ;  urine 
still  very  scanty. 

Continue  chalk  mixture.  To  take 
3ss.  01.  Ricini  iu  the  moruiuf^. 


July  13th. — Has  had  an  easy 
night  ;  castor  oil  has  produced 
three  good  motions  ;  mouth  very 
sore  ;  pulse  86  ;  tongue  beginning 
to  clean  ;  left  ofT  taking  medicine. 

July  19th. — Has  been  quite 
free  from  pain  ;  bowels  regular  ; 
fast  regaining  her  former  health. 

Two  puerperal  women  have 
been  severely  attacked  by  the 
disease.  One  had  two  dozen 
leeches,  and  the  other  only  one 
dozen  very  ineffective  ones. 
Calomel  and  opium  were  given, 
and  the  bowels  were  opened  once 
or  twice  with  ol.  ricini,  combined 
with  ol.  terebinth.  3ij.  Both 
recovered. — Med.  Cliir.  Review. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE, 


MEOrCAL  NOMENCLATURE. 

'The  difficulty  of  acquiring  a  fami- 
jiririty  with  the  technical  names  of 
j)arts,  is,  if  not  the  greatest,  certainly 
i\ie  most  provoking  obstacle  expe- 
j-ienced  at  the  outset  by  the  student 
x)f  anatomy.  We  recollect  well  the 
strong  though  ludicrous  expression 
of  dismay,  with  which  one  of  our 
fellow-students  assured  us  that  he 
had  spent  two  whole  months  in  ac- 
;quiring  a  perfect  acquaintance  with 
the  names  of  the  muscles,  which  he 
forgot  again  at  the  end  of  three 
weeks.  We  availed  ourselves  of  his 
experience,  and  declined  undertajiing 
so  useless  a  labor  ;  but  we  doubt  not 
there  are  many  others  who  have  had 
reason  to  regret  an  equal  sacrifice  of 
their  time.  lie  must  needs  possess 
a  good  memory,  who  can,  without 
frequent  reviewal  of  hjs  text  books, 
keep  in  his  mind  the  mighty  host  of 
names  which  they  contain  ;  and  one 


who  neither  recurs  to  these,  nor  is 
led  to  engage  in  practical  anatomical 
researches,  will  be  likely,  at  the  end 
of  a  few  years,  to  find  that  a  large 
proportion  have  escaped  his  memory 
entirely.  A  late  writer  in  one  of  the 
foreign  Reviews  (the  Glasgow  Jour- 
nal), has  taken  up  this  subject  very 
seriously.  He  considers  the  whole 
system  of  anatomical  names  to  be  a 
relic  of  barbarism,  and  utterly  un- 
worthy to  be  retained  at  this  period 
of  improvement  and  civilization. 
He  proposes  an  entire  reformation 
of  this  system,  not  only  in  regard  to 
the  muscles,  but  also  to  the  bones, 
the  vessels  and  the  nerves.  For  the 
plan  which  he  proposes  as  a  substi- 
tute, as  it  is  given  at  great  length  and 
with  considerable  formality,  we  will 
not  attempt  to  do  it  justice.  The 
great  principle,  however,  is  to  make 
the  different  regions  of  the  body  the 
ground  of  a  primary  division,  and  to 
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distinguish  the  individual  muscles, 
nerves,  &c.,  in  each  region,  by  a 
simple  numerical  classification.  The 
names  of  the  regions  themselves  are 
to  be  the  most  simple  and  familiar, 
and  thus  this  formidable  array  of 
technicals,  which  now  presents  so 
serious  an  impediment  at  the  very 
portal  of  science,  is  at  once  to  be 
abandoned. 

The  plan  thus  proposed  is  certain- 
ly ingenious,  but  we  should  doubt  its 
claim  to  any  higher  praise.  The 
defects  of  the  present  system,  though 
considerable,  are  by  no  means  such 
as  to  warrant  this  sweeping  reforma- 
tion. We  object,  moreover,  to  the 
principle  on  which  this  change  is 
proposed.  Because  the  names  now 
applied  are  in  many  instances  inap- 
propriate, and  express  very  awk- 
wardly the  qualities  of  the  objects 
they  indicate,  it  cannot  follow  that 
it  would  be  better  to  reject  the  aid 
of  analogy  altogether,  and  to  make 
the  connection  between  objects  and 
their  names  entirely  arbitrary.  The 
general  idea  has  been  that  numbers 
must  be  fixed  in  the  njemory,  by 
associating  them  with  objects ;  the 
plan  of  remembering  objects  by  num- 
bering thenj,  seems  to  be  a  retro- 
grade step  in  the  science  of  mnemo- 
nics. 

The  great  principles  of  association 
of  which  anatomists  have  agreed  to 
avail  themselves  in  designating  the 
various  parts,  are  derived  froen  three 
circumstances, — their  form,  their  si- 
tuation, and  their  use.  The  bones, 
which  form,  as  it  were,  the  ground- 
work of  the  clrissification,  and  which 
present  a  well-defined,  prominent 
and   permanent   outline,  are  with 


great  propriety  named  from  their 
forms  ;  and  the  names  which  desig- 
nate these  are,  for  the  most  part, 
sufficiently  expressive  and  appropri- 
ate. The  analogies  on  which  they 
are  founded  are  sometimes  fanciful, 
and  some  of  the  terms  employed 
certainly  deficient  in  eu[)hony  ;  but 
these  faults  are  not  of  frequent  oc- 
currence, and  certainly  will  not  jus- 
tify a  condemnation  of  all.  Neither 
do  the  names  of  the  bloodvessels  or 
nerves  seem  open  to  any  very  seri- 
ous objection.  The  former  have 
their  titles  mostly  from  their  situa- 
tions ;  and  for  describing  these,  their 
relation  to  the  bones  in  the  extremi- 
ties, and  to  pronnnent  parts  in  the 
great  cavities,  afford  an  obvious  faci? 
lity.  The  nerves  are,  for  the  most 
part,  named  on  the  same  plan  ;  but 
as  many  of  these  have  evident  and 
peculiar  uses,  their  designations  are 
very  properly  made  to  express  these 
uses.  The  additional  numerical 
names  of  the  first  twelve  pairs  of 
nerves,  which  would,  on  the  sj'stem 
above  n)entioned,  form  the  best  part 
of  the  classification,  seem  to  us  rather 
the  most  indifferent.  Expressing  a 
gradation  which  does  not  exist  in  the 
parts  themselves,  they  mislead  rather 
than  instruct  us.  Their  best  claim 
is  to  the  title  of  a  harmless  superfluity. 

We  come  now  to  the  muscles,—- 
parts  confessedly  difficult  to  remem- 
ber by  their  present  names,  and  pre- 
senting the  fairest  ground  for  im^ 
provenient,  in  this  respect,  of  any 
portion  of  the  system.  The  great 
difficulty  in  regard  to  ihe  nomencla- 
ture of  the  muscles  seems  to  be,  that 
it  has  no  reference  to  any  fixed  and 
definite  principle.    Some  are  named 
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from  their  form,  some  from  their  si- 
tuation, some  from  their  uses,  and 
many  from  circumstances  wholly 
distinct  from  either.  This  variety 
of  itself  is  calculated  to  perplex  and 
embarrass  ;  and  when  to  this  is  added 
the  want  of  propriety  in  some,  and 
the  barbarous  sound  of  others,  this 
certainly  seems  the  least  attractive 
part  of  the  catalogue.  Now  there 
is  one  circumstance  common  to  all 
the  muscles,  which  would  seem  to 
present  an  obvious  ground  for  a  uni- 
form nomenclature.  Every  muscle 
serves,  as  its  principal  use,  to  connect 
,  together  two  parts,  which  parts  are 
approximated  by  its  contraction. 
The  united  names  of  these  two 
parts,  therefore,  must  furnish  a  name 
to  the  muscle,  expressive  at  once  of 
its  situation  and  its  use  :  thus  furnish- 
ing a  double  aid  to  the  memory, 
while  the  only  burden  it  imposes  is 
■that  of  a  new  association  of  terms, 
which  are  supposed  to  be  already 
familiar. 

That  a  nomenclature  of  the  mus- 
cles, on  this  plan,  would  be  an  im- 
provement in  our  system,  is  by  no 
means  a  new  idea.  It  is  suggested, 
as  is  well  known,  in  the  Elements  of 
Anatomy  by  Munro  ;  and  a  table  of 
the  muscles  is  there  given  in  which 
a  name  is  applied  to  each,  formed  on 
this  principle.  Some  of  these  are, 
perhaps,  unnecessarily  complicated, 
and  approach  too  nearly  to  the  na- 
ture of  description.  These,  howe- 
ver, are  but  few  in  number  ;  the  rest 
are  unexceptionable,  and  wherever 
they  differ  from  the  names  in  com- 
mon use,  are  certainly  much  superior. 
A  nomenclature  of  the  muscles  form- 
ed on  this  principle,  if  adopted  gene- 


rally in  our  elementary  works  of 
anatomy,  would  materially  facilitate 
the  progress  of  the  student. 


THE  ABSORBENT  SYSTEM  OP  SAILORS. 

A  PAPER  in  one  of  the  late  numbers 
of  the  Medical  Gazette  contains  some 
interesting  speculations  with  regard 
to  the  absorbent  system,  as  modified 
in  its  functions  among  a  particular 
class  of  persons.  It  is  mentioned  as 
a  well  known  fact,  that  among  sail- 
ors, complaints  or  accidents  accom- 
panied with  effusion  are  cured  with 
considerable  difficulty.  Bruises  of 
the  skin  and  integuments,  attended 
with  discoloration,  heal  very  slowly  ; 
the  glands,  when  enlarged,  are  not 
disposed  to  return  to  their  former 
state  ;  and  dropsy  is  a  frequent  re- 
sult of  inflammatory  action.  It  is 
also  noticed  with  respect  to  this  class 
of  persons,  that  mercury  requires  a 
long  time  to  produce  its  specific  ef- 
fect ;  and  the  occasional  occurrence 
of  scurvy,  even  under  a  regulated 
diet,  is  another  fact  of  the  same  class. 
These  circumstances  would  seem  to 
imply  an  imperfect  action  on  the 
part  of  the  absorbents,  connected  with 
the  defective  nutrition  supplied  by 
the  articles  of  diet  to  which  the  mari- 
time class  are  for  the  most  part  li- 
mited. This  idea  was  confirmed  by 
finding  that  in  the  blood  drawn  from 
two  or  three  individuals,  not  suffer- 
ing at  the  time  from  acute  disease, 
the  serum  bore  to  the  cruor  a  pro- 
portion of  7  to  2  ;  tlie  fibrin  was  de- 
ficient, and  the  taste  of  the  whole  sa- 
line and  alkaline.  It  is  noticed  that 
the  sailors  when  at  sea  do  not  bear 
bleeding  well  ;  and  that  in  the  com- 
plaints to  which  they  are  subject, 
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unless  acute  inflammation  is  present, 
exercise  and  a  generous  diet  answer 
much  better. 


RESPIRATION  OP  BIRDS. 

Messrs.  Allen  and  Pepys  have  late- 
ly instituted  some  experiments  on 
this  subject,  by  confining  a  pigeon  in 
a  glass  vessel  filled  with  the  air  em- 
ployed, which  was  re-supplied  from 
a  gasometer  as  it  became  unfit  to 
support  life.  In  the  first  experiment, 
made  with  common  air,  oxygen  was 
abstracted  by  the  respiration,  and  an 
equal  volume  of  carbonic  acid  substi- 
tuted. In  the  second  and  third, 
made  with  pure  oxygen,  a  similar 
portion  of  oxygen  was  removed,  the 
place  of  which  was  in  part  supplied 
by  carbonic  acid,  and  in  part  by 
azote.  In  the  fourth,  a  mixture  of 
oxygen,  hydrogen  and  azote  was 
employed,  (the  oxygen  in  the  same 
proportion  as  in  common  air,)  and  it 
was  found  that  while  the  volume  of 
the  former  gas  remained  undiminish- 
ed, the  mixture  parted  with  its  hy- 
drogen, and  received  in  return  an 
equal  volume  of  azote. 


case  of  bulimia,  with  dissection. 
A  MAN  aged  60,  came  under  the  care 
of  M.  Gaultier,  affected,  as  was  sup- 
posed, with  diseased  liver.  He  was 
very  fat,  his  skin  of  a  yellow  tinge, 
and  his  belly  prominent.  His  appe- 
tite was  voracious,  requiring  three 
large  meals  a  day  to  satisfy  it.  He 
died  with  symptoms  of  pulmonary 
consumption.  When  examined,  the 
lungs  were  found  to  contain  collec- 
tions of  matter.  The  stomach  was 
large  and  very  muscular.  The  struc- 
ture of  the  liver  was  healthy.  Not- 


withstanding a  minute  examination, 
no  trace  of  a  gall-bladder  could  be 
found,  or  any  circumstance  which 
indicated  its  former  existence.  The 
duodenum  adhered  directly  to  the 
liver,  and  a  very  short  canal  leading 
from  the  intestine,  ramified  at  once 
in  the  liver,  without  sending  any 
branch  in  the  usual  direction  of  the 
ductus  cysticus.  It  is  not  unlikely, 
as  suggested  by  the  author,  that  the 
rapid  digestion  and  great  appetite  in 
this  case,  were  owing  to  the  bile  con- 
stantly poured  into  the  duodenum 
keeping  up  an  excitement  of  this  or- 
gan,  and  sympathetically  influencing, 
the  stomach. 


empyema. 
In  the  last  number  of  the  Western 
Journal  is  an  account  of  a  case  of 
this  disease,  successfully  treated  by 
operation.  The  patient,  a  youth  of 
19  or  20,  had  been  attacked  witb 
pleurisy,  which  was  succeeded  by 
gradual  enlargement  of  the  left  side^ 
general  debility  and  hectic.  Oi> 
examination  the  heart  was  found  beat- 
ing with  considerable  force  on  the 
right  side,  with  general  "  oedema"  of 
the  left,  which  measured  nearly  twice 
as  much  as  the  former  from  spine  to 
sternum,  and  had  an  indistinct  fluc- 
tuation. 

The  incision  was  made  between 
the  sixth  and  seventh  ribs,  as  nearly 
as  possible  to  the  latter.  On  punc- 
turing the  pleura  a  volume  of  pus 
issued,  which  continued  to  run  for 
about  forty  minutes,  when  the  pa- 
tient became  faint  and  the  wound 
was  dressed.  The  next  day,  a  canu- 
la  was  introduced,  and  the  pus  al- 
lowed to  discharge  itself  through  it, 
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which  it  did  for  several  weeks,  after 
which  the  wound  healed,  and 
health  rapidly  improved.  Tiie  whole 
quantity  of  matter  discharged,  from 
first  to  last,  was  supposed  to  amount 
to  ahout  four  gallons. 

EFFECTS  OF  MORPHINE. 

The  Antiali  Universali  di  Medicina 
contains  an  account  of  some  experi- 


ments on  the  effects  of  morphia  on 
three  persons  in  health,  to  whom  it 
was  administered  in  doses  of  one- 
eighth  of  a  grain,  and  a  grain.  The 
effects  were,  a  pain  in  the  epigastric 
region,  increased  frequency  of  the 
pulse,  dilatation  of  the  pupils,  and 
headach  ;  and  subsequently,  sleep 
and  diaphoresis.  All  these  symp- 
toms were  increased  with  the  dose 
of  morphia  taken. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  6,  1829. 


It  has  been  suggested  to  us  by  an 
obliging  friend  from  the  country,  that 
in  a  recent  number  of  the  Journal  a 
paragraph  was  so  expressed  as  appa- 
rently to  convey  an  idea  prejudicial 
to  the  reputation  of  our  brethren  out 
of  the  city.    If  any  one  received  this 
impression,  it  is  proper  we  should  say 
that  such  was  not  the  intent  of  the 
paragraph,  or  the  spirit  in  which  it 
was  writien.    The  case  was  a  sup- 
poscd  one,  and  supposed  expressly 
and  solely  for  the  purpose  of  illus- 
trating an  argument : — nothing  was 
further  from  our  intention  than  to  in- 
timate anything  unfavorable  to  the 
general  or  professional  character,  ta- 
lents, or  zeal,  of  the  faculty  in  the 
country.    On  the  other  hand,  about 
ninety  out  of  every  hundred  of  our 
subscribers  are  country  practitioners, 
and  it  is  to  them  we  are  indebted  for 
a  large  proportion  of  all  our  com- 
munications ;       therefore  should  be 
the  last  to  depreciate  their  zeal  or 
their  ability. 

We  avail  ourselves  of  this  oppor- 
tunity again  to  extend  to  our  profes- 
sional friends,  in  town  and  country, 


an  invitation  to  favor  their  brethren, 
through  our  pages,  with  the  results 
of  their  studies,  reflections  and  expe- 
rience. The  department  of  the  Jour- 
nal more  strictly  editorial,  we  endea- 
vor to  render  as  useful  and  interest- 
ing as  our  opportunities  will  allow  ; 
the  reader  will  judge  whether  in  this 
our  duty  is  performed  or  neglected. 
He  also  must  judge  whether  any  re- 
missness exists  on  his  part,  by  the 
appearance  of  the  first  pages  of  the 
Journal,  which  are  designed  more 
particularly  for  his  Original  Commu- 
nications, 


PHRENOLOGICAL  DEVELOPMENT  OP 
BURKE. 

*<  Two  principles  in  human  nature  reign. 
Passions  to  urge,  and  reason  to  restrain." 

An  article  has  been  current  in  most 
of  the  newspapers  in  this  country, 
which  is  calculated  to  mislead  the 
public  respecting  the  phrenological 
development  of  Burke  the  murderer. 
It  asserts  that  the  disciples  of  Spurz- 
heim,  on  examining  the  head  of  this 
monster,  found  to  their  confusion 
that  the  organ  of  Destructiveness  was 
small,  and  that  of  Benevolence  large. 
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This  is  not  true.  The  last  number 
of  the  Phrenological  Journal  contains 
a  minute  account  of  the  admeasure- 
ment of  this  cranium,  and  the  results 
are  stated  with  an  impartiality  which 
forms  a  strong  contrast  with  the  pre- 
judice which  first  prompted  the  news- 
paper paragraph  alluded  to. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  copy  here  the 
entire  minutes  of  the  examination. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  organs  nam- 
ed were  both  large — "  Benevolence, 
yw//,"  "  Destructiveness,  i;ery  Zar^e." 
It  seems  that  Burke  in  his  schoolboy 
days  was  an  apt  scholar,  and  not  re- 
marked for  vicious  propensities. 
When  he  first  went  to  Edinburgh  he 
"  lodged  in  one  of  those  haunts  of 
wretchedness  and  vice  quaintly  enti- 
tled the  Beggar's  Hotels.''  Bad 
company  led  him  on  from  one  de- 
gree of  crime  to  another,  till  at  last 
penury  and  temptation  assailed  him 
together,  and  found  him  an  easy  prey. 

Supposing  that  the  organs  above 
mentioned  were  equally  large,  so  as 
to  neutralise  each  other,  the  cir- 
cumstances mentioned  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  turn  the  scale  in  a  person 
who  had  few  if  any  moral  principles 
early  implanted  in  his  mind  :  when 


therefore  Destructiveness  got  the 
control,  and  temptation  increased, 
and  success  urged  him  on,  it  is  not  at 
all  confounding  to  the  Phrenologists 
that  he  should  have  terminated  his- 
career  on  the  scaffold. 

We  pretend  not  to  believe  in  all 
the  doctrines  of  Gall  and  Spurzheim, 
but,  in  justice  to  the  science,  an  ep- 
roneous  statement  of  so  notorious^  * 
case  ought  not  to  pass  uncorrected. 


Smallpox. — A  vessel  arrived  in 
this  port  from  London,  on  Saturday 
last,  on  board  of  v'hich  a  young  gen- 
tleman died  during  the  voyage,  of 
smallpox.  No  other  person  on  board 
has  broken  out  as  yet,  but  as  this 
case  may  be  productive  of  others, 
our  citizens  should,  if  unprotected,  be 
thoroughly  vaccinated  without  delay. 


Univcrsiiy  of  Maryland. — Dr, 
John  D.  VVells,  of  this  city,  now 
Professor  of  Anatomy  at  Bowdoin 
College,  is  appointed  to  deliver  the 
annual  Course  of  Lectures  on  Ana- 
tomy at  the  Universiiy  of  Maryland^, 
during  the  approaching  winter. 


The  "  New  Theory  of  Life,"  ac- 
knowledged  last  week,  was  by  Damd 
Porter^  M.D.,  of  Brownsville,  Penn. ; 
and  not,  as  was  accidentally  stated, 
by  Dr.  Baker. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON, 
Ending  September  24,  at  noon. 


Date.  I  Sex. 

1  Age.  1 

Disease. 

Date.  1 

Sex. 

1  Age. 

Disease. 

S.  17. 

F. 

2  yrs 

unknown 

M. 

3  m. 

infantile 

18. 

F. 

2 

lung  fever 

M. 

11 

measles 

F. 

19  m. 

canker 

F. 

17  yrs 

typhous  fever 

M. 

31  yrs 

hemorrhage 

F. 

2  1-2 

lung  fever 

F. 

5  1-2 

measles 

22. 

M. 

14  1-2 

atrophy 

F. 

9  m. 

bilious  fever 

F. 

43 

consumption 

F. 

13 

teething 

23. 

F. 

16  m. 

inflammation  ofthe  braiB 

F. 

2  yrs 

measles 

M. 

3 

infantile 

M. 

10  m. 

cholera  infantum 

24. 

F. 

56  yrs 

consumption 

20. 

M. 

38  yrs 

consumption 

F. 

27 

unknown 

M. 

15  m. 

lung  fever 

M. 

65 

cancer  on  the  heart 

F. 

1  4 

cholera  infantum 

F. 

9  m. 

unknown 

\l: 

1  11 

do.  do. 

M. 

48  yrs 

scrofula 

21. 

1    5  yrs 

dropsy  in  the  head 

M. 

9  ni. 

unknown 

M. 

134' 

consumption 

M. 

3  yrs 

1  measles 

|M. 

1   6  m. 

infantile 

Males,  14— females,  7.    Total,  21. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


LEECHES,  CHIRAYITA  HERB, 
&c. 

EBENEZER  WIGHT,  46  Milk  Street, 
has  made  such  arrangements  as  will 
enable  him  to  be  constantly  supplied 
with  the  genuine  Medicinal  Leech.  He 
has  now  on  hand  some  of  very  large  size, 
anS  in  prime  order. 

Just  received,  by  late  arrivals,  a  few 
pounds  of  Chirayila  Herb., — Concentrated 
Compound  Decoction  of  Sarsaparilla^ — 
Laurel  Water, — Silver  Wire  Tooth  Brush- 
es, from  the  manufactory  of  James  Prout, 
©f  London. 

Also,  from  the  manufactorj--  of  Shep- 
herd, of  London,  the  following  variety  of 
Mtdicaltd  Lozenges^  viz.  : — Coltsfoot — 
Rhubarb— Soda — Tolu— Heartburn — Pa- 
regoric— Magnesia — Steel — Camomile — 
Nitre — Cayenne — Opium — Fruit— Ginger 

 Anniseed — Ipecacuanha — Lemon — 

Rose — Peppermint  and  Sulphur. 

Strict  personal  attention  paid  to 
Physicians'*  prescriptions,  and  family  me- 
dicines. Oct.  6.  eop. 

MORBID  ANATOMY. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  just  re- 
ceived,— The  Morbid  Anatomy  of 
the  Stomach,  Bowels  and  Liver ;  illus- 
trated by  a  Series  of  Plates  from  Drawings 
after  Nature,  with  explanatory  letter 
press,  and  a  Summary  of  the  Symptoms 
of  the  Acute  and  Chronic  Affections  of  the 
above-named  Organs.  By  John  Arm- 
STROiVG,  M.D. 

The  above  work  will  be  completed  in 
six  numbers,  at  %  6,00  each.  Three 
numbers  are  already  published.  Sub- 
scriptions received  by  C.  Sl  H. 

Oct.  6.  2am3m 

CONSOLIDATED  COPAIVA. 

*'  /^OPAIVA  may  be  given  in  this  form 
V_y  without  the  least  inconvenience. 
Neither  communicating  taste,  nor  impart- 
ing odor  to  the  breath,  it  is  also  retained 
without  the  least  disquietude  or  uneasi- 
ness to  the  stomach  ;  and  I  am  informed 
by  Dr.  Rosseau,  that  in  large  doses  it 
•does  not  purge." — Phil.  Journal  of  Med. 
Sciences. 

See  an  artiol^in  this  Journal,  Aug.  18th. 

Olh  OF  BI*ACK  PEPPER. 

This  is  a  much  more  active  preparation 
of  Piperine.    One  drop  is  fully  equal  to 


six  grains  of  the  latter.  It  is  a  valuable 
adjunct  to  Quinine.  One  or  two  drops, 
added  to  six  grains,  will  greatly  increase 
the  efficacy  of  that  medicine. 

For  sale  by  NATHAN  JARVIS,  188 
Washington  Street,  where  Physicians  will 
find  medicines  at  as  reasonable  terms  as 
a|  any  place  in  Boston. 

Aug.  25.  eoptf. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

THE  subscribers  continue  to  receive 
and  instruct  Medical  Pupils  upon 
the  terms  formerly  announced. 

The  Pupils  are  admitted  to  the  medical 
and  surgical  Practice  of  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital,  and  receive  pri- 
vate instruction  from  the  subscribers. 

JAMES  JACKSON, 
WALTER  CHANJNING. 
For  terms,  apply  to  Dr.  Channing,  Tre- 
mont  street,  opposite  Tremont  House. 

ARTER  &  HEiNDEE  have  just  pub- 
lished, — The  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.   By  George  Combe. 
From  the  Preface  to  the  American  edition. 

"  Mr.  Combe's  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  many  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  Educa- 
tion. It  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  This  is  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  au- 
thor,  and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illus- 
trations, have  it  always  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultival  ion  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 

''The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

"  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  with  much 
advantage.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  or- 
der with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  health 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  decay. — To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  com- 
munity," Sept.  8. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  po.ffpairf. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  throe  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  jiaid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

BELLADONNA. 

lis  preservative  Power  against  Scar- 
latina. 

By  Drs.  Taynton  and  Williams. 

During  the  months  of  April  and 
May  the  scarlet  fever  was  very 
prevalent  in  this  town  and  neigh- 
borhood, and  in  many  cases  it 
proved  fatal.  Our  attention  was 
called  by  a  friend  to  a  notice  in  the 
Lancet  of  the  2d  of  May,  "  on  the 
prophylactic  powers  of  belladonna 
against  scarlet  fever,  by  Hufeland." 

We  were  at  that  time  attending 
in  a  boarding-school,  where  the 
disease  had  attacked  twelve  of  the 
boys,  many  of  ivhom  had  been  most 
dangerously  ill,  but  none  had  died. 
There  still  remained  several  boys 
(perhaps  twenty)  who  had  not  taken 
the  infection;  also  four  young  child- 
ren of  the  master's,  and  several 
servants. 

W e  immediately  commenced  the 
use  of  the  belladonna,  in  the  exact 
manner  and  dose  advised  by  Hufe- 
land.  Only  six  or  seven  persons 
in  the  house  took  the  disease  after- 
wards^ and  in  every  instance  it  as- 
sumed the  mildest  form. 

In  another  small  school  we  were 
called  to  visit  a  child  about  two 
years  old,  who  had  been  attacked 
the  evening  before.  The  disease 
was  of  the  most  malignant  charac- 
ter, and  tlie  child  died  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  the  third  day  from 
the  attack. 

35 


The  house  is  a  very  small  one. 
There  were  in  it  three  other  young 
children  and  five  boarders,  and  a 
servant  girl.  The  belladonna  was 
faithfully  administered,  and  not  one 
individual  took  the  disease. 

We  will  not  offer  any  conjecture 
on  the  modus  operandi  of  the  bella- 
donna, or  vvhether  it  did  or  did  not 
prevent  the  other  members  of  these 
families  from  taking  the  disease. 
The  facts  are  stated  exactly  as 
they  occurred,  and  we  entreat  our 
medical  brethren  to  make  trial  of 
the  belladonna  whenever  a  favora- 
ble opportunity  offers. 

The  following  is  the  manner  of 
giving  the  medicine: — Three  grains 
of  extract  of  belladonna  dissolved 
in  three  ounces  of  proof  spirit.  Of 
this  solution  as  many  drops  are  to 
be  taken  as  the  patient  is  years  old, 
twice  a  day. 

As  our  readers  may  not  be  fully 
aware  of  the  circumstances  alluded 
to  in  the  above  paper,  we  subjoin 
some  observations  on  this  subject, 
made  by  Professor  Koreff,  in  a 
letter  to  the  late  M.  Laennec, 
published  in  the  Bulletin  des  Sci- 
ences Medicales : — 

"  Observation  clearly  proves," 
says  he,  "  that  the  belladonna, 
taken  for  some  time,  either  in 
powder  or  in. extract,  produces, 
especially  in  infants,  a  redness  of 
the  skin,  which  is  sometimes  tran- 
sient, but  at  others  more  durable  ; 
dryness  of  the  mouth,  with  a  sense 
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of  heat  in  the  throat ;  dilatation  of 
the  pupil  ;  anxiety  ;  and  occasion- 
ally swelling  of  the  sub-maxillary 
glands  :  symptoms  having  a  great 
resemblance  to  those  which  accom- 
pany the  eruption  of  scarlatina. 
The  effect  of  the  belladonna  has 
also  this  in  common  with  scarlati- 
na, that  neither  of  them  produce 
the  redness  of  the  skin  invariably, 
whilst  the  symptoms  about  the 
throat  are  always  present.  I  con- 
fess to  you,  however,  that  all  these 
analogies  did  not  appear  to  me 
sufficiently  strong  to  persuade  me 
that  in  this  plant  was  really  to  be 
found  a  preservative  against  scar- 
latina, similar  to  that  which  the 
cowpock  affords  against  variola. 
It  was  not  till  I  had  received  the 
authority  of  the  celebrated  Soem- 
mering, who  informed  me  that  he 
had  obtained  the  most  satisfactory 
results  with  it  when  the  disease 
rageil  epidemically,  that  I  deter- 
mined to  employ  it.  This  malady, 
accompanied  by  the  most  unfavora- 
ble symptoms,  and  having  entirely 
changed  its  usual  character,  was 
at  that  time  producing  ravages  al- 
most as  fatal  as  the  contagious  ty- 
phus. I  then,  for  the  first  time, 
had  the  happiness  to  protect  from 
this  dreadful  contagion  almost  all 
those  who  took  the  belladonna  with 
a  little  perseverance,  and  of  these 
there  were  many  thousands.  Since 
that  time  I  have  never  lost  sight  of 
this  discovery,  which  becomes  the 
more  valuable  as  the  scarlatina  has 
increased  during  the  last  thirty 
years,  both  in  violence  and  extent, 
in  many  countries  ;  and  I  have  al- 
ways found  the  same  effects  in  dif- 
ferent climates,  and  in  epidemics 
of  opposite  characters.  Many 
other  physicians  have  equally  con- 
firmed the  preventive  powers  of 
this  plant,  and  the  German  journals 
are  daily  filled  with  proofs  of  a 
benefit  which,  with  respect  to  some 


countries,  equals  that  of  vaccina- 
tion. In  France,  the  capital  and 
the  provinces  of  which  appear  less 
subject  to  these  fatal  epidemics 
than  Germany,  Switzerland,  the 
Tyrol,  Poland,  and  the  north  in 
general,  less  attention  has  been 
given  to  this  discovery,  and  it  has 
been  rejected,  it  must  be  said,  too 
lightly,  and  without  any  sufiicient 
examination,  as  may  be  seen  in  the 
article  Belladonna  in  the  Diction- 
naire  des  Sciences  Medicales.  I 
only  remember  a  single  observation 
on  this  important  subject,  by  Dr. 
Meglin,*  who  gives  an  account  of 
a  trial  which  he  gave  to  this  pre- 
servative during  an  epidemic  of 
scarlatina  at  Colmar,  and  which 
confirms  all  the  assertions  of  the 
German  physicians.  The  absence 
of  present  danger  is,  perhaps,  the 
cause  of  this  indifference  towards 
a  discovery,  which,  important  in 
itself,  might  also  be  fruitful  in  re- 
sults applicable  to  other  diseases. 
At  present,  however,  I  shall  con- 
fine myself  to  an  account  of  the 
results  which  have  been  ascertain- 
ed (by  repeated  observations,  and 
by  a  great  number  of  individuals 
placed  in  very  different  circum- 
stances), without  incurring  the  re- 
proach of  having  proceeded  in  a 
manner  not  sufficiently  rigorous. 

•i^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

"  The  powder  mixed  with  sugar, 
or  the  extract  made  very  carefully 
from  the  juice  of  the  recent  plant, 
are  employed  after  the  following 
formula3  : — Extract  of  belladonna 
three  grains,  dissolved  in  an  ounce 
of  cinnamon  water.  Powder,  or 
root  of  belladonna,  two  grains, 
mixed  with  drachms  of  white 
sugar,  divided  into  sixty  doses. 
From  half  a  dose  to  a  whole  one 
is  given  to  a  child,  from  six  months 
to  two  years  old,  four  times  a  day; 


*  Nouveau  Journal  de  Mcdecine,  1821. 
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to  children  from  three  to  six  years 
old,  from  a  dose  to  one  and  a  half ; 
to  those  from  six  to  nine,  two,  to 
two  and  a  half ;  to  those  from  ten 
to  twelve,  three,  to  four  and  a  half. 
Of  the  solution,  a  drop  is  given  for- 
every  year  of  the  child's  age,  once 
a  day  and  fasting.  Observation 
has  shown  that,  when  the  epidemic 
is  very  fatal,  or  the  intercourse 
with  the  patients  very  frequent  and 
intimate,  it  is  prudent  to  increase 
the  dose  a  little.  It  has  not  yet 
been  possible  to  determine,  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  the  length  of 
time  which  is  necessary  to  eradi- 
cate, by  this  remedy,  the  suscepti- 
bility to  the  contagion.  Every- 
thing leads  us  to  believe  that  the 
remedy,  if  used  during  a  time  too 
short  to  ward  off  the  contagion, 
moderates  very  much  the  malignity 
of  the  disease.  We  know  for  cer- 
tain that  the  remedy  does  not  per- 
manently overcome  the  disposition 
to  scarlatina  ;  and  it  is  necessary 
to  resume  its  use  on  every  occur- 
rence of  an  epidemic.  We  have 
always  observed  that  the  most  inti- 
mate communication  with  the  sick 
does  not  produce  the  disease,  pro- 
vided the  medicine  has  been  em- 
ployed eight  or  nine  times  previous 
to  being  exposed  to  the  contagion, 
and  continued  to  the  period  of  des- 
quamation ;  a  circumstance  impor- 
tant to  nurses.  It  appears  more  cer- 
tain to  begin  with  rather  strong  doses 
in  order  to  guard  against  the  first 
impression  of  the  contagion,  and  to 
diminish  the  quantity  after  a  few 
days.  No  sensible  effect  has  been 
observed  to  follow  the  continued 
use  of  this  small  quantity  of  bella- 
donna. Up  to  the  present  time, 
neither  season  nor  locality,  nor  any 
other  circumstance,  has  appeared 
to  diminish  the  preservative  effect 
of  this  plant.      *        *  * 

"  Do  not  believe,  my  learned 
colleague,  that  these  results  have 


been  too  lightly  deduced,  or  from 
a  small  number  of  individuals,  or 
from  epidemics  of  little  violence. 
It  is  from  entire  provinces, — from 
cities  affected  with  this  terrible 
scourge, — from  epidemics  the  most 
fatal,  in  all  seasons,  and  in  locali- 
ties the  most  diversified, — on  indi- 
viduals of  every  age  and  of  every 
condition,  that  observations  have 
been  made  with  the  greatest  accu- 
racy, and  have  led  to  t!)e  above 
results." — Lon.  Med.  Gaz. 


II. 

OPERATION  OP  MORPHINE. 

Experiments  on  the  Operation  of 
Morphine  on  the  Human  Body 
in  a  state  of  Health.^ 

It  is  now  some  twenty  years  since 
a  talented  physician,  still  practis- 
ing in  the  modern  Athens,  was 
quizzed  a  little  in  consequence  of 
entertaining  a  number  of  his 
brethren,  once  or  twice  a  week, 
— not  with  tea  and  cards, — but 
with  tincture  of  digitalis  !  The 
parties  assembled  and  commenced 
the  beverage,  each  keeping  a  fin- 
ger on  the  pulse  of  his  neighbor, 
in  order  to  determine  the  physio- 
logical operation  of  foxglove.  The 
restjlt  is  well  known.  Digitalis 
w^as  proved  by  direct  experiment 
to  be  a  strong  stimulant;  although 
since  that  period  the  profession 
has  doggedly  adhered  to  the  vul- 
gar opinion  that  the  drug  is  a  se- 
dative, and  employ  it  accordingly. 
A  sojnevvhat  similar  party  was 
lately  formed  at  Turin,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Beraudi,  Rebrini,  Cris- 
po,  and  Allinio,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  the  acetate  of  morphium, 
and  thus  ascertaining  its  effects 
on  people  in  health.    These  four 

*  We  alluded  to  these  experiments  in  a 
former  No.  This  more  minute  history  of 
them  is  from  the  Med.-Chirur.  Review. 
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gentlemen  met  on  the  28th  of 
September  last,  having  previous- 
ly dined,  and  commenced  their 
experiments. — At  three  o'clock, 
M.  Allinio,  aged  22  years,  of  bi- 
lious temperament,  and  whose 
pulse  was  at  66,  swallowed  an 
eighth  of  a  grain  of  the  acetate  in 
some  distilled  water.  He  had 
scarcely  taken  the  medicine  when 
he  felt  a  bitter  and  somewhat  ac- 
rid taste  in  the  back  part  of  the 
throat.  In  five  minutes  there 
was  severe  pain  in  the  epigastri- 
um, and  propensity  to  sleep,  with 
somewhat  laborious  breathing.  At 
the  end  of  twenty-five  minutes 
the  same  phenomena  continued. 
At  thirty  minutes  there  was  pro- 
fuse perspiraton,  with  dilated  pu- 
pils, and  pulse  at  94.  At  thirty- 
three  minutes  there  was  heavy 
drowsiness,  with  pain  about  the 
frontal  sinuses.  At  fifty  minutes 
the  lips  were  livid,  the  face  flush- 
ed, the  conjunctivae  injected,  se- 
vere pain  in  the  frontal  bone.  At 
fifty-two  minutes,  pains  in  the 
bladder,  physiognomy  stupid,  eyes 
sparkling,  urgent  thirst,  sense  of 
extreme  lassitude  in  the  inferior 
extremities.  At  a  quarter  past 
four  o'clock  there  was  pruritis  of 
the  skin,  continual  pains  in  the 
genito-urinary  organs,  and  weight 
in  the  forehead.  These  syojp- 
toms  continued  till  nearly  seven 
o'clock,  when  severe  pain  in  the 
epigastrium  was  followed  by  vo- 
miting. No  sleep  took  place  till 
two  o'clock  the  next  morning, 
when  the  experimenter  fell  into 
profound  repose  till  six,  when  he 
awoke  with  obtuse  pain  in  the 
head,  and  soon  afterwards  had 
two  alvine  evacuations. 

The  other  three  gentlemen  took 
the  acetate,  some  in  larger  and 
Bome  in  smaller  doses,  at  the 
same  hour.    Two  of  them  were 


affected  in  a  manner  not  particu- 
larly different  from  that  already 
described.  One  of  them,  howe- 
ver, experienced  very  little  else 
than  an  acceleration  of  the  pulse 
to  108  in  the  minute.  In  the 
course  of  a  couple  of  days  the 
experiments  were  repeated,  but 
on  an  empty  stomach.  The  symp- 
toms were  not  precisely  those 
which  followed  the  medicine  ta- 
ken after  food,  but  yet  they  were 
not  materially  diflerent,  and  need 
not  be  detailed.  The  experi- 
ments were  afterwards  repeated 
with  still  larger  doses  of  the  me- 
dicine, and  a  corresponding  degree 
of  intensity  in  the  symptoms. — 
We  are  not  aware  that  much  use- 
ful information  is  to  be  collected 
from  these  experiments.  The 
Northern  digitalis-sippers  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  foxglove 
was  a  stimulant  ; — if  we  may 
judge  by  the  symptoms  above  de- 
scribed, the  Italian  morphium- 
eaters  have  a  fair  right  to  infer 
that  morphine  is  an  irritant  ;  for 
certainly  its  effects  were  any- 
thing but  soothing. 

One  thing  we  would  hint  to  our 
juvenile  experimenters,  namely, 
that  medicines,  when  taken  in 
health,  produce  very  different  ef- 
fects from  those  which  result  from 
the  same  remedies  taken  in  dis- 
eases. 


III. 

TREATMENT  OP  HOOPING  COUGH, 

Observations  on  the  Treatment  of 
Hooping  Cough^  and  on  the  Use 
of  Sulphate  of  Quinine  in  that 
Disease, 

By  a  Surgeon. 

There  were  sixteen  children  on 
board  a  ship  returning  from  India, 
who  became  aflfected  with  hoop- 
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ing  cough.  There  is  nothing  to 
remark  in  the  history  of  the  symp- 
toms ;  but  the  account  of  the 
treatment  is  not  destitute  of  in- 
terest. 

"  When  unequivocal  symptoms 
of  the  disease  appeared,  doses  of 
ipecacuanha,  according  to  the  age 
of  the  patient,  were  given  night 
and  morning,  so  as  to  produce  full 
vomiting.  In  the  intervening 
time,  a  mixture  of  antimonial 
wine,  laudanum,  and  sulphate  of 
quinine,  made  into  a  draught  with 
syrup  and  water,  was  given  thrice 
a  day,  at  intervals  of  five  hours. 
The  dose  for  a  child  of  two  years 
was  three  drops  of  the  antimonial 
wine,  one  of  laudanum,  and  half  a 
grain  of  quinine.  When  the  first, 
or  contagious  stage,  was  over, 
the  quantity  of  the  two  former 
was  diminished,  while  the  latter 
was  increased.  Burgundy  pitch 
plasters  were  applied  to  the 
breast,  and  between  the  scapulae. 
The  bowels  were  kept  moderate- 
ly open  by  calomel  and  rhubarb  ; 
the  diet  was  light  and  nutritive. 
This  treatment  was  generally 
successful  in  about  a  month. 

^'  There  was  an  interesting  boy 
of  three  years  who  suff'ered  ex- 
tremely. The  convulsive  parox- 
ysms were  violent,  and  the  quan- 
tity and  tenacity  of  the  mucus 
such  as  threatened  suff'ocation. 
He  was  reduced  to  such  a  deo^ree, 
that  (to  use  his  nurse's  words)  he 
was  a  '  mere  bag  of  bones  ;'  yet, 
by  a  steady  perseverance  in  the 
above  treatment,  his  recovery, 
though  late,  was  yet  complete. 
Several  expedients  to  divert  his 
attention,  by  play,  toys,  &c.,  were 
of  use  as  auxiliaries.  The  quinine 
in  the  second  stage  was  decidedly 
beneficial  ;  and  it  is  in  this  stage, 
where  the  disease  is  supposed  to 
remain  in  the  system  merely  from 


the  power  of  habit,  that  the  ex- 
hibition of  tonics,  and  above  all 
the  quinine,  is  indicated. 

I  was  induced  to  make  trial 
of  this  medicine  from  the  great 
approbation  with  which  Dr.  Cul- 
len  mentions  the  virtues  of  Peru- 
vian bark  in  this  disease.  *  I 
consider  the  use  of  this  medicine,' 
says  he,  '  as  the  most  certain 
means  of  curing  the  disease  in  its 
second  stage  ;  and,  when  there 
has  been  little  fever  present,  and 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  bark 
given,  it  has  seldom  failed  of  soon 
putting  an  end  to  the  disease.'* 
In  the  cases  that  came  under  my 
observation,  there  was  little  or 
no  fever  ;  and  I  should  think,  from 
the  small  bulk  and  the  soluble  na- 
ture of  the  quinine,  that  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  can  be  given,  with- 
out the  inconveniences  attending 
the  exhibition  of  the  bark. 

"  I  have  said  that  the  quinine, 
in  the  second  stage,  was  decidedly 
beneficial  :  it  certainly  appeared 
to  me  so  ;  yet,  perhaps,  I  ought 
to  qualify  the  expression.  In  es- 
timating the  eflfect  produced  on 
diseases  by  remedies,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  determine  with  precision 
the  exact  share  which  these  have, 
apart  from  adventitious  circum- 
stances, in  bringing  about  a  favor- 
able termination.  In  the  present 
instance,  the  state  of  the  atmos- 
phere appeared  to  exercise  con- 
siderable influence  over  the  dis- 
ease. During  moist  hazy  wea- 
ther, the  expectoration  was  more 
copious  and  viscid,  and  difficult 
of  separation.  When  the  air  was 
hot  and  dry,  it  was  scanty,  the 
cough  more  distressing,  and  in  one 
or  two  instances  streaked  with 
blood.    Between  the  tropics,  and 


*  Cullen"'s  Works,  by  Thomson,  vol.  ii. 
p.  463. 
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during  the  prevalence  of  the 
trade-winds,  when  the  weather 
was  fine  and  clear,  it  was  parti- 
cularly mild.  How  much  we  are 
to  attribute  to  the  state  of  the 
atmosphere,  I  know  not  :  one 
thing,  however,  will,  I  think,  be 
granted, — that  the  constant  suc- 
cession of  climate  that  is  experi- 
enced during  an  Indian  voyage, 
will  rather  have  a  salutary  than 
an  injurious  effect  on  the  disease. 

"  Should  the  use  of  the  quinine 
in  hooping  cough  prove  efficacious 
in  the  hands  of  other  practitioners, 
I  shall  feel  gratified.  It  deserves, 
at  least,  a  fair  trial  ;  and  it  is  ex- 
empt alike  from  danger  and  in- 
convenience."— Med.  Gaz. 


IV. 

DIETETIC   REGIMEN    IN   FRANCE  AND 
ENGLAND. 

What  is  ordinarily  called  the  in- 
fluence of  climate  on  the  human 
species,  ought,  in  our  opinion,  to 
include  the  effects  of  the  custom- 
ary aliment  which  necessarily  va- 
ries with  the  geographical  situa- 
tion of  each  country.  Thus,  in 
the  north,  the  stomach  calls  for 
animal  food  and  the  excitation  of 
spirituous  liquors  ;  (?)  while,  in 
southern  regions,  bread  and  fruit 
only  are  used,  and  irritating  drinks 
studiously  avoided.  The  French 
are  aiore  sober  than  the  Germans, 
because  the  mild  temperature  of 
their  country  enables  them  to 
substitute  wine  for  the  beer  or 
distilled  liquors  of  their  neighbors. 
Under  the  burning  sun  of  the  Spa- 
nish peninsula,  oranges,  citrons, 
and  a  multitude  of  other  fruits, 
abounding  in  juice,  attain  a  matu- 
rity unknown  in  France  ;  and  the 
refreshing  and  delicious  drinks  of 
Spain  render  the  inhabitants  still 


more  averse  to  the  effects  of  spi- 
rituous stimuli,  while  at  the  same 
time  they  care  less  for  wine. 

Madame  de  Stael  attributes 
the  severe  character  of  the 
gloomy  mythology  of  the  northern 
nations,  to  the  perpetual  fogs  and 
rigorous  winters  of  their  climate, 
and  she  is  perhaps  right  to  a  cer- 
tain extent ;  but  are  not  these 
distinctive  traits  rather  the  effect 
of  that  dulness  of  intellect  so  evi- 
dent in  those  persons  habitually 
accustomed  to  the  use  of  violent 
excitants  ? 

The  inhabitants  of  the  south 
are,  on  the  contrary,  gay,  lively 
and  vvitty,  independent  of  exter- 
nal objects,  and  much  more  dis- 
posed than  the  inhabitants  of  the 
north,  to  seize  upon  the  frivolous 
and  transitory  pleasures  which  at 
every  moment  are  presented  to 
them.  The  Frenchman  always 
evinces  a  disposition  to  enter  into 
a  hundred  trifling  projects  of  plea- 
sure, which  the  Englishman  pre- 
tends to  despise,  while  he  secretly 
envies  that  pliancy  of  disposition 
which  the  climate  of  his  own 
country  denies  him  :  haughty  and 
impatient,  he  only  loses  his  heavi- 
ness when  porter  has  rendered 
him  inconsiderate  and  querulous. 
The  extraordinary  dift'erences 
which  we  observe  in  the  manner 
of  living  among  the  modern  Eu- 
ropean nations,  have  been  princi- 
pally produced  by  the  use  of  tea, 
coffee,  sugar  and  tobacco  :  their 
introduction  into  common  use  is 
one  of  the  most  singular  conquests 
of  commerce.  Who  would  have 
supposed,  three  centuries  ago, 
that  the  products  of  China  and 
the  West  Indies  would  one  day 
become  the  habitual  aliment  of 
the  inhabitants  and  the  servants 
even  of  the  rustic  population  ? 

The  following  table,  drawn  up 
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from  authentic  documents,  may- 
explain,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
difference  of  manners  observable 
between  the  two  greatest  nations 
of  Europe  : — 

Quantity  of  Sugar,  Tea,  etc.,  annu- 
ally consumed  in  Great  Britain 
and  France. 


England.  France. 

Sugar  lbs.  448,000,000128,000,000 

Tea  "      22,750,000  195,000 

Coffee  "        8,100,000  20,100,000 

Tobacco  16,S00,000  7,200,000 

Wine  galls.     6,210.000  700,000,000 

Spir.  liquors  "     28,020,000  5,700,000 

Beer  «'  420,000,000155,000,000 


But  to  be  able  to  draw  conclu- 
sions, we  give,  as  follows,  the 
relation  which  the  consumption 
bears  to  the  population  of  each 
country. 


For  one  million. 

English.  French. 

Sugar          lbs.      22,400,000  4,270,000 

Tea             "         1,137,000  6,500 

Coffee          "           405,000  670,000 

Tobacco        «           845,000  273,000 

Wine         galls.        310,000  23,300,000 

Liquors         "       21,000,000  5,170,000 


We  have  selected  and  translat- 
ed the  preceding  article  from  one 
of  our  French  medical  journals, 
as  calculated  to  interest  the  ge- 
neral reader.  We  hope  to  be 
able,  on  a  subsequent  occasion, 
to  present  a  sketch  of  the  propor- 
tion of  the  above  articles  con- 
sumed in  the  United  States,  ac- 
companied with  such  reflections 
as  naturally  pertain  to  the  subject 
of  regimen. 

We  republish  the  above  from  the 
Journal  of  Health,  a  new  work  re- 
cently got  up  at  Philadelphia.  The 
object  of  this  publication  is  pre- 
vention of  disease.  It  is  designed  as 
a  yopular  rather  than  strictly  profes- 
sional work,  and  the  two  numbers 
already  issued  give  fair  promise  of  a 
highly  respectable  accession  to  our 
periodical  literature.    We  heartily 


wish  it  all  the  support  it  merits,  and 
hope  it  will  be  far  more  useful  than 
such  works  generally  are.  People 
always  like  to  read  and  repeat  good 
rules  for  the  preservation  of  health  ; 
but  after  all  their  admiration,  they 
seldom  put  them  in  practice.  A 
celebrated  English  Surgeon,  who  is 
no  less  familiar  with  the  moral  than 
the  physical  constitution  of  man,  was, 
and  probably  now  is,  in  the  habit  of 
concluding  his  course  of  lectures  oa 
Hygiene  with  the  remark,  that  he 
had  not  only  preached  up  these  rules 
in  a  lecture-room,  but  been  in  the 
habit  of  repeating  them  in  his  private 
practice  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
and  during  the  whole  of  that  period 
he  could  not  say  that  a  single  indivi- 
dual had  ever  been  persuaded  to 
follow  them. 


V. 

LITHOTOMY  A  DEUX  TEMPS. 

I  WAS  present  when  Mr.  Lizars, 
of  Edinburgh,  performed  the  ope- 
ration of  lithotomy  in  this  town, 
during  the  present  summer.  It 
was  speedily  and  simply  done. 
One  calculus,  the  size  of  a  pigeon's 
egg,  was  easily  removed,  as  soon 
as  an  opening  had  been  made  into 
the  bladder  ;  when  another  was 
discovered,  somewhat  larger  than 
the  first,  but  owing  to  the  firm 
contraction  of  the  fibres  of  the 
wounded  bladder,  it  could  not  be 
readily  removed  at  the  time,  and 
Mr.  Lizars  put  his  patient  to  bed, 
assuring  his  medical  friends  that 
all  further  attempts  to  remove 
the  calculus  would  only  tend  to 
bruise  and  irritate  the  bladder 
and  adjacent  parts,  and  render 
inflammation  more  liable  to  occur. 
He  was  confident,  he  stated,  from 


552  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


experience,  that  on  the  third  day 
from  the  operation  the  calculus 
would  be  easily  removed,  with 
scarcely  any  pain  to  the  patient. 
Accordingly,  on  the  day  appoint- 
ed, those  who  were  present  at 
the  operation  were  in  attendance, 
and  saw  Mr.  Lizars  gently  intro- 
duce his  finger  into  the  wound, 
while  tile  patient  lay  in  bed,  and 
then,  guiding  a  scoop  along  the 
finger,  bring  out  the  calculus, 
which  was  as  large  as  a  chicken's 
e2;g.  with  all  the  ease  imaginable. 
The  patient,  a  gentleman  of  sixty- 
four  years  of  age,  had  a  quick 
recovery. 

Mr.  Lizars  speaks  highly  of 
leaving  the  calculus  till  the  third 
day,  when  it  cannot  be  readily 
extracted  at  the  time  of  the  ope- 
ration. By  that  time  the  suppu- 
rative process  has  commenced, 
and  all  the  parts  concerned  are 
quite  relaxed.  This  is  the  me- 
thod introduced  by  the  French 
surgeon  Franco,  as  the  operation 
a  deux  temps^  and  which  has  been 
condemned  by  some  of  our  modern 
writers.  Mr.  Samuel  Cooper 
strongly  reprobates  the  practice 
of  putting  a  patient  to  bed  with  a 
stone  in  his  bladder  ;  and  advises 
that,  rather  than  do  this,  we 
should  make  an  opening  adequate 
to  its  abstraction  ;  or  if  this  can- 
not be  done,  he  tells  us  to  break 
down  the  calculus  and  remove  its 
fragments.  If  the  long  and  con- 
stant irritation  of  a  calculus,  or 
calculi,  has  the  eflfect  of  thicken- 
ing the  coats  of  the  bladder,  and 
diminishing  its  capacity  ;  and  if 
the  cutting  into  that  viscus  causes 
its  fibres  to  contract,  and  firmly 
grasp  the  calculus,  as  the  uterus 
does  its  placenta  when  about  to 
throw  it  off, — both  of  u  hich  oc- 
currences experience  shou's  us 
to  be  almost  invariable  attendants 


on  the  disease,  and  the  operation 
for  its  removal, — then  all  reite- 
rated and  painful  attempts  to  re- 
move and  break  down  the  calcu- 
lus will  not  only  be  improper,  but 
must  also  tend  greatly  to  endanger 
the  life  of  the  patient.  The  cases 
in  which  Mr.  Lizars  has  tried  this 
operation  a  deux  temps  have  been 
attended  with  the  greatest  suc- 
cess, and  he  has  removed,  on  the 
third  day  after  the  operation,  very 
large  calculi  with  the  utmost  ease. 
He  has  hitherto  made  one  or  two 
gentle  endeavors  to  bring  away 
the  calculus  at  the  time  of  the 
operation,  but  if  he  does  not  rea- 
dily succeed,  the  patient  is  put  to 
bed.  So  convinced  is  this  expert 
operator  of  the  superiority  of  this 
plan,  that  he  declared  to  his  me- 
dical brethren,  at  the  operation  I 
have  just  mentioned,  that  were  it 
his  misfortune  to  be  obliged  to 
submit  to  the  operation  of  lithoto- 
my, he  would  not  suffer  the  for- 
ceps or  scoop  to  be  used  before 
the  third  day. —  Gibson's  Medical 
Sketch  of  Dum  fries-shire. 


VL 

LIGATURE  APPLIED  TO  THE  AORTA. 

The  following  case  was  communi- 
cated to  a  foreign  Journal  by  Mr.  J. 
H.  James,  a  Surgeon  at  Exeter, 
England. 

The  patient,  a  man  aged  44,  had 
an  aneurism  of  the  external  iliac. 
The  situation  and  size  of  the  tu- 
mor seemed  to  preclude  any  at- 
tempt to  tie  it  above  ;  and  I  was 
induced  to  adopt  the  plan  revived 
by  Mr.  Wardrop,  of  applying  a 
ligature  on  the  femoral  below  it. 
This  was  done  on  the  2d  of  June, 
and  it  was  at  first  followed  by  a 
very  sensible  decrease  in  the  tu- 
mor ;  but  shortly  the  ground  gain- 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


553 


ed  was  again  lost ;  and  after  con- 
siderable further  enlargement,  it 
became  evident  that  the  process 
of  sloughing  was  about  to  take 
place.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, the  patient's  situation 
was  fully  and  explicitly  stated  to 
him  ;  and  he,  having  judged  that 
it  was  better  to  take  the  only 
chance  that  remained,  than  pe- 
rish by  bleeding ;  his  nearest  re- 
lations also  having  given  their  full 
and  deliberate  assent,  I  perform- 
ed the  operation  alluded  to  on  the 
6th  of  July,  nearly  in  the  situation 
in  which  it  was  done  by  Sir  Astley 
Cooper.  Much  difficulty  was  ex- 
perienced from  the  great  and  very 
embarrassing  protrusion  of  the 
bowels.  The  ligature,  neverthe- 
less, was  applied,  but  the  patient 
died  in  the  evening,  having  suffer- 
ed extreme  pain  in  the  aneurismal 
limb  from  the  time  the  ligature 
was  drawn. 


On  examining  the  body,  it  was 
found  that  the  ligature  had  been 
applied  to  the  aorta  without  in-' 
eluding  or  injuring  any  other  part.- 
It  was  also  ascertained  that  the 
probable  reason  of  the  failure  of 
the  first  operation  arose  from  a 
cause  that  could  not  have  been 
foreseen  ;  namely,  that  instead  of 
the  usual  distribution  of  the  arte- 
ries below,  the  external  iliac,  in 
this  case,  divided  into  two  nearly 
equal  trunks  ;  and  although  the* 
artery  corresponding  to  the  feme- 
ralis  superficialis  had  been  cor-- 
rectly  tied,  the  channel  through 
the  other  remained  open.  The 
weight  of  the  tumor  was  nearly 
four  pounds.  I  shall  only  further 
add,  that  circumstances  prevent- 
ed me  from  performing  the  ope-^ 
ration  from  the  side  of  the  abdo-^ 
men,  or  froni  tying  the  commons 
iliac,  which  I  should  have  pre- 
ferred,  if  practicable. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  13,  1829. 


MASS.  MED.  COMMUNICATIONS. 

We  have  before  us  Vol.  IV.,  Part 
VI.,  of  tlie  Medical  Communications 
to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Socie- 
ty. The  numbers  and  titles  of  the 
papers  are  as  follows  : — 

VIII.  Memoir  of  Edw.  Aug.  Ho- 
lyoke,  M.D.^  &c. — The  memoirs  of 
Dr.  Holyoke  contain,  as  might  be 
expected,  few  facts  of  interesty  ex- 
cept those  connected  with  the  great 
age  to  which  his  life  was  prolonged. 
Indeed  they  present,  through  their 
whole  details,  scarce  any  occurrence 
sufficiently  remarkable  to  be  here 
designated.  From  the  early  age  at 
which  he  commenced  practice  to  the 


day  of  his  death,  Dr.  H.  appears  to 
have  kept  the  even  tenor  of  his  way, 
in  the  honest  and  faithful  discharge 
of  his  duties  as  a  citizen  and  a  phy- 
sician. The  principal  means  which 
contributed  to  his  longevity,  accord- 
ing to  his  biographer,  were  a  good 
constitution  and  a  cheerful  temper. 
Even  his  temperance,  in  the  present 
sense  of  the  term,  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  unusually  rigid.  He  in- 
dulged moderately  in  the  pleasures 
of  the  table,  took  his  fruit  before 
dinner  and  his  wine  afterward,  chew- 
ed his  pigtail  and  smoked  his  pipe, 
kept  away  indigestion  by  good  spirits 
and  exercise,  and  removed  the  ill 
effects  of  occasional  excess  by  subse- 
quent privation.    The  best  lesson  of 
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Dr.  Holyoke's  life  is  taught  by  the 
place  which  his  multiplied  years  and 
uniform  excellence  of  character  and 
conduct,  had  gained  for  him  in  the 
affections  of  his  friends  and  towns- 
men ;  and  this  lesson  is  one  by  which 
we  may  all  profit.  "  Truly  the  gray 
head  is  a  crown  of  glory,  if  it  be 
found  in  the  way  of  righteousness." 

The  post-mortem  appearances 
were  not  remarkable  ;  but  those  con- 
nected with  the  anticipations  he  had 
himself  expressed  during  life,  derive 
considerable  interest  from  that  cir- 
cumstance. For  several  of  the  last 
years  of  his  life,  Dr.  H.  was  induced, 
by  various  circumstances,  to  suspect 
the  existence  of  effusion  within  his 
cranium.  His  theory  with  regard  to 
it  was,  that  the  size  of  the  brain  had 
gradually  diminished,  and  that  the 
space  thus  left  had  been  filled  by  a 
fluid  secreted  between  the  dura  and 
pia  mater.  The  following  extract 
from  the  minutes  of  the  dissection 
will  show  to  what  extent  this  opinion 
was  correct,  and  afford  a  proof  of  the 
soundness  of  his  judgment  in  advanc- 
ed life,  on  a  point,  perhaps,  as  diffi- 
cult as  any  other  for  a  physician  to 
decide, — the  diagnosis  of  his  own 
case. 

^*0n  dividing  and  turning  back  the 
scalp,  which  was  very  thin  and  deli- 
cate, not  a  single  drop  of  blood  flow- 
ed. Although  the  utmost  care  was 
taken  in  sawing  the  cranium,  as  soon 
as  the  saw  penetrated  the  inner  ta- 
ble a  transparent  fluid  began  to 
flow,  and  on  removing  the  calvarium, 
it  was  found  that  the  dura  mater  was 
adherent  to  the  bone  nearly  through- 
out its  whole  extent, — an  alteration 
which  did  not  seem  to  depend  on 
disease, — the  distinction  between  the 
two  tables  of  the  cranium  entirely 


obliterated,  and  the  texture  of  the 
bone  more  dense  than  common. 
The  tunica  arachnoides  was  very 
firm  and  opaque  ;  the  veins  beneath 
it  were  very  small,  containing  but 
little  blood.  The  brain  was  very 
firm  and  dense,  and  the  convolutions 
very  strongly  marked  ;  the  sulci  were 
wide  and  deep.  The  color  was 
somewhat  darker  than  common,  and 
the  whole  feeling  and  appearance  of 
the  brain  was  as  if  it  had  been  sub- 
jected to  the  action  of  alcohol.  A 
small  quantity  of  serous  fluid  was 
found  beneath  the  tunica  arachnoides. 
The  cortical  portion  of  the  brain  was 
extremely  thin,  being  less  than  an 
eighth  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  In 
the  ventricles  nothing  unusual  was 
discovered.  The  pineal  gland  was 
extremely  small,  and  contained  no 
particle  of  gritty  matter.  The  cere- 
bellum was  thought  to  be  dispropor- 
tionately small." 

IX.  Dissertation  on  Intemperance, 
— to  which  was  awarded  the  Premi- 
um offered  hy  the  Massachusetts  Me- 
dical Society^ — by  William  Sweet- 
SER,  M.D. — Dr.  S.  has  considered 
very  fully  the  effect  of  intemperance 
in  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  on  the 
various  organs  and  their  functions. 
He  examines  the  much  agitated  ques- 
tion as  to  the  safety  of  omitting  a 
stimulus  of  this  kind  after  the  system 
has  been  accustomed  to  its  influence  ; 
and  concludes  that  the  cases  are  very 
rare  in  which  any  danger  is  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  change.  Dr. 
S.  repfobates  the  idea  that  intemper- 
ance arises  out  of  physical  maladj^, 
and  is  the  means  suggested  by  nature 
for  its  relief.  No  consideration  of 
this  kind  should  be  admitted  to  les- 
sen its  moral  tendency,  or  the  dis- 
grace and  infamy  with  which  we  are 
wont  to  associate  this  degrading  in- 
dulgence. 
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X.  Observations  on  Abortion.  By 
E.  Hale,  jr.,  M.D.— Dr.  Hale  re- 
marks on  the  doubt  which  is  often 
felt  by  the  practitioner  when  called 
to  a  case  of  threatened  abortion,  to 
what  extent  treatment  may  be  em- 
ployed to  prevent  its  occurrence, 
and  at  what  stage  of  the  process  such 
treatment  becomes  useless  and  inju- 
rious.   The  practice  adopted  in  this 
state  of  uncertainty,  is  of  course  like- 
ly to  be  vacillating.    He  quotes  a 
remark  of  Denman,  that  in  many 
cases  where  abortion  has  taken  place, 
the  fcKtus  has  been  found,  on  exami- 
nation, depraved  in  its  structure,  or 
otherwise  unfit  to  come  to  maturity  ; 
and  it  may  be  presumed  that  in  most 
cases  where  this  process  takes  place 
spontaneously,  the  uterus  is  unfit  to 
afford,  or  the  foetus  to  receive,  the 
requisite  support.    In  such  cases  it 
is  obviously  useless  to  interfere  when 
the  process  has  commenced.  But 
such  a  state  of  things  may  be  brought 
about  by  an  improper  mode  of  living, 
and  may  be  kept  up  by  habit ;  and 
the  province  of  judicious  treatment 
is  to  prevent  their  recurrence  by 
measures    adopted  in  due  season. 
Other  causes,  as  various  accidents, 
render  immediate  and  active  inter- 
ference necessary.    On  the  whole, 
however,  the  common  error  is  to  be 
found  in  pushing  the  preventive  sys- 
tem too  far,  and  continuing  it  longer 
than  circumstances  will  justify.  This 
observation  is  illustrated  by  a  curious 
case,  the  details  of  which  present 
several  points  of  great  interest. 

XI.  Memoir  of  William  S.  Wil- 
liams, M.D.  By  Stephen  W.  Wil- 
liams, M.D. — The  distinguished  sub- 


ject of  this  memoir  lived  to  the  age 
of  66  years,  and  enjoyed  not  only  a 
large  share  of  professional  practice 
in  Deerfield,  but  the  unabated  res- 
pect and  attachment  of  those  with 
whom  he  was  connected  in  the  vari- 
ous occupations  of  life. 

Dr.  Williams  was  one  of  those 
physicians  who  studied  medicine  in 
the  way  most  calculated  to  make  his 
knowledge  practically  useful.  After 
attending  a  number  of  cases  in  the 
day,  he  investigated,  and  made  him- 
self master  of  what  others  had  known 
of  such  cases,  in  his  retired  hours  of 
study.  Thus  did  his  practice  and 
his  reading  come  in  direct  aid  of  each 
other,  as  the  diagram  and  the  de- 
monstration in  a  geometrical  theorem. 

His  opinion  on  the  subject  of  de- 
pletion may  be  gathered  from  the 
following  extract : — 

"  In  acute  diseases  he  bled  with  a 
bold  arid  liberal  hand,  though  he  ne- 
ver could  agree  with  many  of  his  co- 
temporaries  in  abstracting  blood  in 
the  advanced  stages  of  phthisis  pul- 
monalis,  and  in  many  chronic  com- 
plaints. He  believed  that  the  mo- 
dern depleting  practice,  in  such  cases, 
was  annually  destroying  thousands." 

XII.  Observations  on  the  Nature 
and  Treatment  of  Cynanche  Tra- 
chealis,  by  Chas.  Macomber, — Dr. 
M.  has  found  great  benefit,  in  cases 
of  croup,  from  minute  doses  of  calo- 
mel, given  very  frequently  in  some 
adhesive  substance,  so  that  the  throat 
may  be  almost  constantly  lined  with 
it.  In  this  way  he  thinks  the  false 
membrane  may  be  prevented  from 
forming,  or  if  formed,  may  be  ren- 
dered less  irritating.  In  the  author's 
opinion,  this  remedy  may  be  safely 
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trusted  to  without  aid  from  blisters 
or  sanguineous  depletion. 

XIII.  Operation  for  Emphyma 
Encystis  Steatoma,  by  John  C. 
Warren,  M.D.  With  a  Lithogra- 
phic Print. — This  tumor  is  said 
to  have  been  situated  on  the  right 
cheek,  though,  we  know  not  for  what 
reason,  the  engraver  has  thought  pro- 
per to  place  it  on  the  left.  Its  weight 
is  not  mentioned.  It  was  success- 
fully extirpated  by  Dr.  Warren. 


ACTION  OP  POISONS  ON  THE  LIVING 
BODY. 

It  is  a  question  of  some  interest,  in 
a  physiological  view,  whether  poisons 
introduced  into  the  system  affect  the 
brain  through  the  medium  of  the 
circulation,  or  more  directly  by  tak- 
ing the  course  of  the  nerves  leading 
from  the  part  to  which  the  poisonous 
substance  is  applied.  The  second 
of  these  opinions  derives  considera- 
ble support  from  the  researches  of 
Messrs.  Morgan  and  Addison,  of 
Guy's  Hospital,  London,  who  have 
jointly  performed  several  experi- 
ments with  a  view  to  determine  this 
point. — A  history  of  these  experiments 
and  arguments  is  given  in  the  Edin- 
burgh Journal  ;  and  we  propose  to  of- 
fer the  reader  some  account  of  these, 
with  such  remarks  as  may  be  suggested. 

The  first  and  most  general  of  these 
arguments  is  derived  from  the  fact, 
that  external  applications  to  the 
nervous  extremities,  incapable,  from 
their  nature,  of  affecting  the  mass  of 
blood,  produce  effects  strikingly  si- 
milar to  those  of  poisonous  agents. 
Such  are  extensive  burns  of  the  in- 
tegument, which  produce  a  comatose 
state,  and  gun-shot  and  other  wounds, 


which  are  followed  by  tetanus.  As 
it  must  be  supposed  that  these  inju- 
ries act  on  the  sentient  extremities 
of  the  nerves,  and  that  the  impression 
is  thence  conveyed  to  the  brain,  a 
similar  process  may  be  supposed  to 
occur  when  poisonous  aaents  have 
been  introduced  into  any  part  of  the 
body,  where  they  come  in  contact 
with  like  nervous  extremities. 

Another  argument  in  favor  of  this 
theory,  is  derived  from  the  very 
short  space  of  time  required  for  the 
more  powerful  poisons  to  produce 
their  effects.  Strychnia,  when  intro- 
duced by  an  external  wound,  has 
been  known  to  act  in  fifteen  seconds, 
a  period  apparently  too  short  for  the 
system  to  be  affected  through  the 
medium  of  the  circulation.  If  then, 
in  this  and  similar  instances,  the  ef- 
fect is  admitted  to  be  produced  by 
the  intervention  of  the  nerves,  it  is 
most  conformable  to  the  simplicity 
of  nature  to  suppose  that  the  medium 
is  the  same  in  other  cases,  whatever 
the  interval  required  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  poison. 

But  the  most  conclusive  arguments 
in  favor  of  nervous  transmission,  are 
derived,  by  Messrs.  M.  and  A.,  from 
the  results  of  their  own  experiments. 
If  a  poison  acts  by  being  carried  in 
the  blood  to  the  brain,  it  ought  to 
exert  its  effect  much  sooner  on  the 
arteries  than  the  veins,  and  on  the 
arteries  above  the  heart  than  those 
below.  That  this  is  not  the  fact,  was 
shown  by  introducing  a  powerful 
poison  successively  into  the  jugular 
vein  of  an  animal,  and  its  carotid 
and  femoral  arteries.  The  time  re- 
quired for  ihe  substance  used  to  pro- 
duce its  effects,  was  found,  in  these 
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successive  trials,  to  be  nearly  the 
same.  A  still  more  conclusive  ex- 
periment on  this  pointj  was  made  by 
transmitting  ihe  blood  of  a  poisoned 
animal  through  the  artery  of  another. 
A  communication  was  established 
between  the  right  carotid  of  one  dog, 
and  the  left  of  another;  which  was 
effected  by  dividing  both  vessels, 
and  inserting  the  lower  end  of  each 
in  the  upper  end  of  the  opposite. 
Nux  vomica  was  then  introduced  into 
a  wound  in  the  back  of  one  only. 
The  inoculated  animal  was  affected 
with  tetanus  in  three  minutes  and  a 
half,  and  died  in  four  minutes  more  ; 
while  the  other  was  never  affected 
at  all.  Yet  the  blood  of  the  former 
must  have  flowed  into  the  artery  of 
the  latter  ;  and  the  inference  seems 
inevitable  that  the  poison  did  not 
enter  into  the  circulation. 

It  is  a  singular  fact,  and  one  which 
shows  the  difficulty  attending  these 
researches,  that  three  distinguished 
physiologists  should  have  separately 
performed  experiments  with  a  view 
to  the  solution  of  this  very  question, 
and  have  all  arrived  at  a  conclusion 
precisely  opposite  to  the  one  just 
stated.  Mr.  Brodie  found  that 
when  the  leg  of  an  animal  was  firmly 
bound  by  a  ligature,  the  sciatic  nerve 
only  being  excluded,  the  effects  of  a 
powerful  poison  applied  to  a  wound 
of  the  foot,  were  not  experienced 
until  the  ligature  was  again  loosened, 
so  as  to  restore  the  circulation  of  the 
limb.  The  great  experiment  of 
Magendie  consisted  in  applying 
poison  to  the  amputated  limb  of  an 
animal,  the  circulation  being  ke[)t  up 
through  the  separated  orifices  of  ilie 
artery  and  vein  connected  together 


by  quills.  The  upas  was  introduced 
into  a  wound  of  the  limb  so  prepared,, 
and  produced  its  effects  in  the  usual, 
titne.  And  lastly,  when  Dr.  Barry 
applied  cupping-glasses  over  a  poi- 
soned wound,  the  progress  of  the 
symptoms  was  arrested,  although  the 
animal  was  previously  about  expir- 
ing ;  a  result  which  was  naturally 
explained  by  supposing  the  process 
of  absorption  to  have  been  interrupt- 
ed, and  the  poison  prevented  from 
passing  into  the  circulating  fluid. 

But  Messrs.  Morgan  and  Addison 
are  by  no  means  disposed  to  admit 
the  conclusion,  which  these  experi- 
ments so  obviously  suggest.  To  Mr, 
Brodie's  experiment  it  is  objected, 
first,  that  the  want  of  circulation  in 
the  limb  may  have  impaired  the 
functions  of  the  nerve  itself;  and 
secondly,  that  the  nerves  of  sensation 
may  possibly  not  be  the  same  nerves 
which  transmit  the  poisonous  influ- 
ence to  the  brain.  The  experiment 
of  Magendie  confessedly  proves  that 
poison  may  be  conveyed  in  the  cir» 
culating  fluid  ;  but  it  proves  nothing 
more  ;  for  as  soon  as  the  blood  has 
passed  the  artificial  portion  of  the 
tube,  the  sentient  extremities  of  the 
nerves,  on  the  interior  of  the  next 
portion,  are  ready  to  receive  an  im- 
pression, and  to  convey  it  with  all 
despatch  to  the  encephalon.  Lastly, 
the  effect  of  the  cupping-glasses, 
which  Dr.  Barry  supposes  to  have 
interrupted  the  process  of  absorption, 
may  have  been  only  to  paral^'se  the 
sentient  extremities  of  the  nerves, 
and  thus  interfere  with  their  function 
of  carrying  the  morbid  influence  to 
the  brain. 

It  must  be  confessed  that  these 
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pros  and  cons, — this  array  of  con- 
flicting facts  and  contradictory  con- 
clusions,— are  calculated  to  produce 
in  the  reader  no  small  degree  of 
perplexity  ;  and  to  propose  any  theo- 
ry which  shall  reconcile  all  these 
apparent  contradictions,  is  no  very 
easy  task.  Non  nostrum  tantas 
componere  lites.  Perhaps,  however, 
the  amount  of  absolute  demonstra- 
tion, on  either  side,  is  less  than  it 
would  at  first  appear.  The  strongest 
direct  evidence  which  is  adduced, 
may  be  found  in  the  experiment  of 
the  amputated  limb  on  the  one  side, 
and  that  of  the  double  union  of  the 
<;arotids  on  the  other.  To  the  for- 
mer of  these,  Messrs.  M.  and  A. 
answer,  that  when  the  blood  has 
passed  through  the  artificial  tube, 
the  impression  is  received  by  the 
nerves  above  and  conveyed  to  the 
brain.  This  suggestion,  while  it  does 
not  impair  the  force  of  Magendie's 
experiment,  really  casts  a  shade  of 
doubt  on  their  own  ;  for  if  it  were 
so,  a  similar  effect  ought  to  take  place 
in  the  artery  of  the  animal  receiving 
the  noxious  blood  from  the  other  ; 
and  they  must  still  account,  on  their 
own  theory,  for  the  fact  of  the  ani- 
mal in  question  remaining  unaffected. 

Waving  this  objection,  however, 
and  with  it  excluding  all  doubt  as  to 
the  former  experiment,  the  latter  still 
falls  short  of  being  absolutely  conclu- 
sive. It  seems  impossible  that  the 
blood  should  have  passed  through 
the  mutilated  extremities  of  the  ves- 
sels on  one  side,  with  the  same  faci- 
lity that  it  traversed  the  perfect  arte- 
ry on  the  other  ;  nor,  having  done 
so,  is  it  certain  that  being  formed  in 
the  vessels  of  one  animal,  it  ought  to 


have  a  like  relation  to  the  sensibility 
of  the  cerebrum  in  both.  Admitting, 
however,  all  that  the  above  experi- 
ment is  intended  to  prove,  namelyj 
that  the  action  of  poison  is  occasion- 
ally conveyed  independently  of  the 
circulation,  to  what  other  vehicle  are 
we  to  refer  its  transmission  ?  The 
means  of  communication  pointed  out 
by  our  authors  are  the  nerves  ;  not, 
however,  those  of  sensation  and  mo- 
tion, but  another  set  provided  parti- 
cularly for  tills  purpose,  and  commu- 
nicating from  all  parts  of  the  body 
directly  with  the  brain,  without  the 
intervention  of  the  spinal  marrow. 
This  liberal  addition  to  the  human 
structure,  for  such  it  seems  to  be, 
certainly  detracts  something  from 
the  simplicity  of  the  theory,  and  is 
rather  at  variance  with  that  singleness 
of  contrivance  in  nature's  works, 
which  they  are  elsewhere  disposed 
to  regard  as  one  of  their  chief  beau- 
ties. The  experiment  which  appears 
to  have  suggested  this  theory,  and  in 
which  a  poisonous  substance  acted  in 
its  usual  time,  notwithstanding  the 
previous  division  of  the  spinal  mar- 
row, proves  either  that  the  effect  was 
produced  by  absorption,  or  that  the 
modus  operandi  is  unknown  to  us. 
The  supposition  of  a  peculiar  struc- 
ture, by  which  the  impression  was 
conveyed  to  the  brain,  is  just  equiva- 
lent to  the  latter  alternative. 

If  then  poisonous  substances  affect 
the  system  through  any  medium  ex- 
cept that  of  the  circulation,  the  nerves 
seem  to  offer  themselves  as  by  far  the 
most  probable  avenue  ;  and  this  sup- 
position is  confirmed,  as  is  remarked 
by  our  authors,  by  the  effect  of  me- 
chanical and  chemical  agents  in  pro- 
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ducing  tetanus  and  coma.  In  what 
proportion  of  cases  the  nerves  trans- 
mit the  poisonous  influence,  and 
whether  the  two  modes  often  exist 
conjointly,  are  points  not  easy  to 
decide.  Where  the  effect  is  produced 
with  great  rapidity,  it  seems  most 
natural  to  attribute  its  transmission 
to  the  nerves  ;  but  it  is  difficult,  on 
the  one  hand,  to  say  what  is  the 
shortest  period  sufficient  for  the  pro- 
cess of  absorption  to  take  place,  or 
on  the  other,  to  explain  why  the  ef- 
fect, if  conveyed  by  the  sentient 
nerves,  should  not.  like  the  sensa- 
tions themselves,  be  absolutely  in- 
stantaneous.— The  subject  altogether 
is  a  curious  one,  and  we  hope  to  be 
able  to  report  to  our  readers  more 
ample  results  from  its  future  investi- 
gation. 


used  by  the  Surgeon  ;  and  at  the  date 
of  the  report,  three  days  after  the 
operation,  the  patient  was  doing 
well.  The  pain  is  said  not  to  have 
exceeded  that  of  an  ordinary  labor. 


EXTIRPATION  OF  THE  UTERUS. 

This  operation  has  been  recently  per- 
formed by  a  French  Surgeon,  M.  Ra- 
cimer.  After  the  entire  organ  had 
passed  from  the  patient  into  the  hand 
of  the  operator,  the  epiploon  appear- 
ed at  the  gap  ;  on  being  pushed  back, 
however,  it  retained  its  proper  place. 
There  was  little  hemorrhage,  and 
this  was  arrested  by  a  few  ligatures. 
The  operation,  performed  willi  the 
utmost  coolness,  occupied  but  twenty 
minutes.  A  convex  blunt-pointed 
bistoury  was  the  cutting  instrument 


Debility  of  the  Rectum.— K  dimi- 
nution of  the  power  in  the  muscles 
which  act  on  the  rectum  in  expeiling 
the  fa3ces,  is  a  complaint  of  very  com- 
mon occurrence,  and  being  attended 
with  the  symptoms  of  Stricture  of  the 
Rectum,'n  is  frequently  mistaken  forit» 
Several  cases  of  this  kind  have  lately 
come  under  our  notice. — 3Ied.  Gaz, 


Prussic  Acid.—TW\s  article,  rec- 
tified from  calcined  sulphate  of  zinc^ 
has  been  found  by  M.  Schutz  to  re- 
tain its  qualities  3|  years. 


Premium. — The  Editor  of  this  pa- 
per is  authorized,  by  a  friend  to  the 
young  men  of  our  country,  to  give 
notice  that  a  Premium  of  Fifty  Dol- 
lars will  be  given  for  the  best  Essay, 
addressed  to  the  young  men  of  our 
Colleges  and  professional  Seminaries, 
dissuading  them  from  the  use  of 
wine,  spirits  and  tobacco;  the  Essays 
to  be  examined  and  the  Premium 
awarded  by  Rev.  Drs.  Woods,  Ed- 
wards, and  Cornelius,  of  Andover^ 
Dr.  J.  C.  VVarren,  of  Boston,  and 
Prefessor  Silliman,  Yale  College, 
New  Haven.  The  Essays  must  be 
sent,  free  of  postage,  to  the  Editor 
of  the  Journal  of  Humanity,  Ando- 
ver,  x^ass.,  by  the  1st  of  January, 
]  830  ;  each  Essay  to  be  accompanied 
with  the  name  of  the  author,  under 
seal. — Journal  of  Humanity. 
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Date.  1 

Sex,  1  Age.  j 

Disease. 

Date.  1  Sex. 

Age.  1 

Disease. 

S7257 

M. 

61  yrs 

liver  complaint 

12 

dropsy  in  the  head 

F. 

34 

apoplexy 

F.' 

12 

do. 

26. 

F. 

12  mo 

hooping  cough 

16  yrs 

cholera 

27. 

M. 

12 

canker  in  the  bowels 

12  mo 

measles 

F. 

43  yrs 

consumption 

30. 

23 

dysentery 

28. 

M. 

42 

typhous  fever 

9  yrs 

typhous  fever 

F. 

42 

cancer 

M. 

22 

dysentery 

M. 

6  mo 

measles 

o.>. 

M. 

35  yrs 

unknown 

M. 

24  yrs 

chronic  diarrhoea 

10  mo 

marasmus 

F. 

2 

consumption 

2. 

iS: 

15  d 

29. 

M. 

20  d 

unknown 

F. 

35 

dropsy 

M. 

80  yrs 

old  age 

M. 

[  14  mo 

dropsy  in  the  head 

Males,  13— females,  11.    Total,  24. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


ANATOMICO  -  SURGICAL  DRAW- 
INGS, and  Descriptions  of  all  the 
Surgical  Operations,  according  to  the 
most  approved  methods.  By  L.  J.  Vopt 
BiERKowsKY.  Translated  from  the  Ger- 
man. In  two  volumes,  and  570  drawings 
onj  58  folio  plates. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  PROSPECTUS. 

"  Encouraged  by  the  approbation  of 
the  Medical  Profession,  it  is  proposed  to 
publish  a  work  under  the  present  title." 

"  This  work  contains  570  drawings,  on 
58  plates  folio  ;  to  which  is  annexed,  in 
two  volumes  8vo.  a  concise  explanation 
of  each  surgical  operation.  The  plates 
exhibit  not  only  the  parts  interested  in 
-operations,  in  their  natural  position  and 
size,  but,  what  is  much  more  important, 
represent  the  different  acts  or  stages  ol  the 
whole  operation,  while  others  exhibit  de- 
lineations of  such  morbid  affections  as 
consist  in  the  change  of  the  natural  posi- 
tion, structure,  color,  {>zc.  In  order  to 
afford  the  work  at  a  moderate  price,  the 
jplates  will  be  Lithographic  ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  perfect  accuracy,  en- 
gagements have  been  entered  into  for  their 
preparation  in  Berlin,  under  the  especial 
sdirection  of  two  of  the  most  dislin<;uished 
.Professors  of  the  University  of  that  city." 

A  specimen  of  the  translation,  and  the 
plates,  is  deposited  for  inspection  at  the 
Bookstore  of  CARTER  &  HENDEE,  who 
receive  subscriptions  for  the  work. 

Subscribers  will  be  furnished  with  the 
work,  and  the  first  impressions  of  the 
plates,  at  the  price  of  $  30. 

The  subscription  list  will  be  open  until 
the  1st  of  November,  1S29,  after  which 
period  the  price  of  the  work  will  be  raised 
to  $  40. 

P.  S.  For  the  accommodation  of  sub-.- 
;Scribers  the  work  will  be  issued  in  five 
JNiimbers,  at  $  6  each,  payable  on  deli- 
very. Sept.  29.  1S202N1D. 

HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

MEDICAL  LECTURES. 

THE  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard 
University  will  begin  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  College,  Mason-street, 
JBoston,  the  third  WEDNESDAY  in  Octo- 
cber  next,  the  21st,  at  nine  o'clock.  A,  M. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Warren. 
tChemistry,  Dr.  Weijster. 


Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence, 
Dr.  Channing. 

Materia  Medica,  Dr.  Bigelow. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Dr.  Jack- 
son. 

Students  attending  the  Medical  Lec- 
tures are  admitted,  without  fte^  to  the 
Surgical  Operations  and  Clinical  Practice 
of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
during  the  courses. 

Aug.  4.       W.  CHANNING,  Dean. 
eoptOct21. 


CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  just  pub- 
lished,— The  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.   By  George  Combe. 
From  the  Preface  to  the  American  edition. 

"  Mr.  Combe's  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  many  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  Educa- 
tion. It  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  '1  his  is  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  au- 
thor, and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illus- 
trations, have  it  always  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 

''The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

''  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  with  much 
advantage.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  or- 
der with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  health 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  decay. — To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acutene^s  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  com- 
munity." Sept.  8. 


A TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease,  by  C.G.  Hufeland,  Physician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  «fc:c,,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  &  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  cominunic-itions  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  tbr^e  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    Tho  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

•Account  of  the  Treatment  of  Gan- 
grenous Sore  Throaty  principally 
by  Gargles  of  Infusion  of  Red 
Pepper,  In  a  Letter  to  one  of 
the  Editors  of  the  J^orth  Ameri- 
can Med,  and  Surg.  Journal. 

By  Alban  G.  Smith,  M.D.,  of  Dan- 
ville, Kentucky. 

I  RECENTLY  took  Up  youf  last 
Journal,  in  which  I  saw  a  paper 
by  Dr.  Beesley  on  wh;it  he  calls 
gangrene  of  the  throat,  but  what  I 
call  putrid  sore  throat  ;  and  as  he, 
very  properly,  has  given  the  result 
of  his  experience  in  his  own  cases, 
I  have  concluded  that  it  would  be 
wrong  for  me  to  withhold  the  result 
of  my  experience  in  some  hundreds. 
My  first  case  occurred  in  the  son 
of  a  Mr.  G.,  near  this  place,  a  boy 
about  five  years  of  age.  His  mo- 
ther sent  for  me  and  told  me  that 
he  complained  of  difficulty  of  de- 
glutition, and  a  pain  in  the  ear. 
On  examining  the  tonsils,  I  found 
a  white  ulcer  on  each,  about  the 
size  of  a  12]-  cent  piece.  I  treat- 
ed the  case  with  calomel  and  rhu- 
barb as  a  cathartic,  and  finding 
considerable  difficulty  in  opening 
the  bowels,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
mother,  1  used  a  solution  of  salt  of 
tartar,  which  had  a  very  happy 
effect.  In  a  day  or  two  the  ulcers 
turned  to  an  ash  color.  I  used  the 
red  pepper,  salt,  and  vinegar,  as 
directed  in  Thomas's  Practice,  but 
36 


used  it  merely  as  a  gargle,  inject- 
ing it  into  the  fauces  with  a  small 
syringe.  This  practice  being  con- 
tinued a  few  days,  the  sloughs  fell 
otf,  and  he  got  well. 

The  next  case  was  my  own  son, 
and  about  the  same  age.  His  mo- 
ther observed  that  he  had  high  fe- 
ver at  night;  I  told  her  to  give  him 
a  dose  of  calomel,  and  being  very 
busily  engaged  in  practice,  I  heard 
nothing  more  of  it  for  two  or  three 
days,  when  his  mother  told  me  that 
he  had  passed  a  very  restless  night, 
his  fever  being  very  high,  and  had 
said  that  his  ear  hurt  him.  On 
examining  him,  I  discovered  that 
his  breath  was  offensive,  having  the 
mercurial  smell,  and  I  concluded 
that  he  was  salivated  by  the  dose 
of  calomel  I  had  given  ;  but  in  the 
course  of  the  day  I  discovered  some 
anxiety  of  countenance  and  difficul- 
ty of  breathing,  and  on  examining 
the  tonsils,  I  found  large  green  ul- 
cers on  them.  I  then  gave  him  an 
emetic  of  Coxe's  hive  syrup.  Af- 
ter he  had  vomited  two  or  three 
times,  I  discovered  a  change  ;  his 
countenance  lost  that  anxious  ap- 
pearance, his  pulse  became  more 
frequent,  and  a  general  prostration 
ensued  ;  the  ulcers  became  darker 
colored,  and  a  sore  that  he  had  on 
his  hand  assumed  the  same  color. 
Notwithstanding  I  used  a  great  va- 
riety of  tonics  and  gargles,  the 
case  proved  fatal  in  few  days. 
It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  I 
could  give  any  reaiedy  a  fair  trial, 
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for  it  was  almost  impossible  to  get 
him  to  take  anything  :  I  had  to 
force  his  mouth  open  with  a  knife- 
handle  every  time  I  gave  anything, 
to  the  serious  injury  of  his  teeth, 
BO  determined  was  he  to  take  no- 
thing. 

I  was  in  a  few  days  called  to 
several  cases.  Two  were  in  one 
family.  One,  a  white  child  of 
light  complexion  and  very  fat,  died 
in  twelve  hours  after  the  disease 
was  first  discovered.  I  concluded 
I  would  give  the  red  pepper  tea, 
salt  and  vinegar  a  fair  trial  :  I  ac- 
cordingly directed  it  to  be  made 
very  strong,  and  a  tablespoonful 
given  every  hour,  the  dose  to  be 
augmented  if  the  child  did  not 
swallow  the  whole  of  it,  and,  where 
the  case  was  very  bad,  to  be  given 
every  half  hour.  At  the  same  time 
I  directed  a  dose  of  calomel,  and 
kept  the  bowels  open  afterwards 
with  rhubarb  and  salt  of  tartar. 
After  this  I  scarcely  lost  a  case. 
Sometimes,  where  I  was  afraid  of 
the  purgative  effects  of  calomel,  I 
used  a  spirituous  solution  of  corro- 
sive sublimate,  as  an  alterative  ; 
and  although  I  have  been  frequent- 
ly prevailed  on  to  use  other  reme- 
dies, I  have  never  found  any  that  I 
could  rely  upon  but  the  red  pep- 
per, &c.,  and  the  calomel,  rhubarb 
and  salt  of  tartar. 

While  I  was  attending  to  a  case 
of  fever,  some  time  since,  a  young 
gentleman  in  the  house  informed 
me,  that  in  the  night  he  was  taken 
with  a  fever  and  a  kind  of  dryness 
in  his  throat.  On  examination,  1 
found,  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
pharynx,  a  large  black  ulcer.  I 
directed  him  to  take  a  small  wine- 
glassful  of  the  infusion  of  red  pep- 
per, &c.,  every  half  hour,  with  a 
dose  of  salts  ;  and  in  eight  hours, 
when  I  returned,  I  examined  the 
ulcer  ;  it  had  lost  its  slough  and 


looked  red,  and  it  got  well  in  a 
few  days.  I  have  seen  a  great 
many  cases  where,  after  the  sloughs 
began  to  come  off,  they  would  be 
coughed  up  in  bits  as  large  as  a 
man's  thumb  ;  and  in  some  cases  it 
would  be  six  months  before  the 
child  could  articulate  distinctly. 
1  have  been  called  in  consultation 
several  times,  and  every  case  that 
was  blistered  before  I  saw  it,  ter- 
minated fatally,  the  blister  turning 
black  with  the  ulcers.  In  many 
of  the  cases  that  I  have  seen,  there 
has  been  some  pustule  containing 
matter,  sometimes  on  the  under  lip 
or  chin,  sometimes  on  the  hands  ; 
and  one  can  tell  the  color  of  the 
ulcer  by  the  color  of  that,  as  well 
as  by  examining  the  throat.  In 
children  that  are  very  fat,  of  light 
or  sandy  complexion,  the  disease 
runs  its  course  very  rapidly,  and 
is  more  apt  to  be  fatal.  1  have 
seen  many  cases  lost  by  parents 
and  physicians  supposing  it  to  be 
croup,  and  using  emetics  too  long. 
I  have  seen  many  cases  where  the 
child  would  run  about,  and  not  ap- 
pear, to  a  common  observer,  to  be 
ill  until  a  few  minutes  before  death. 
It  generally  goes  through  the  fami- 
ly of  children.  I  think  that  in 
w  bite  children  it  is  more  fatal  than 
among  black.  Since  my  son  died, 
which  has  been  seven  years,  my 
children  have  been  remarkably 
subject  to  it ;  my  wife  says  we 
have  had  upwards  of  tw^enty  cases, 
some  of  them  very  bad,  in  our  own 
family. 

I  generally  direct  ten  or  twelve 
pods  of  red  pepper  to  be  cut  and 
put  into  a  pint  cup,  and  enough  hot 
water  poured  on  them  to  fill  the 
cup  half  full  ;  let  it  stand  a  few 
minutes,  then  add  a  tablespoon 
heaped  full  of  salt,  and  fill  up  the 
cup  with  strong  vinegar.  There 
are  sometimes  cases   where  the 
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throat  is  much  swelled  on  the  out- 
side ;  in  those  cases  I  have  found  it 
best  to  repeat  |,the  calomel  more 
frequently  ;  and  I  have  frequently 
given  emetics  of  blue  vitriol  with 
advantage.  I  prefer  calomel  ^'in 
small  doses  ;  for  every  case  that  I 
have  met  with,  where  purgatives 
or  emetics  have  been  used  exten- 
sively, has  proved  fatal.  Since 
the  first  season  that  this  disease 
prevailed  in  this  country,  it  has 
been  quite  common  every  year, 
but  was  scarcely  known  before. 


II. 

LITHOTRITY. 

The  Editor  of  the  London  Medi- 
cal Gazette  has  given  his  readers  a 
circumstantial  history  of  the  Litho- 
tritic  process,  which  is  now  practised 
by  many  of  the  ablest  Surgeons  in 
Europe. — The  following  remarks  are 
extracted  from  this  history  :  — 

A  SHORT  review  of  the  history 
of  this  process  may  not  be  uninter- 
esting :  its  origin  is  curious.  It  is 
not  one  of  those  valuable  accessions 
to  science  and  the  public  good,  re- 
sulting, like  those  of  Watt  or  Davy, 
from  direct  reasoning,  or  a  wise 
adaptation  of  means  to  the  end;  nor 
was  it  immediately  hit  upon  by  a 
lucky  accident.  It  occupied  no 
portion  of  the  thoughts  even  of  its 
inventor,  when  he  began  the  course 
of  experiments  which  eventually 
terminated  in  its  contrivance.  His 
first  design  was  to  destroy  the  stone 
by  a  re-agent, — a  plan  which  had 
often  before  been  attempted  with- 
out success  ;  but  in  endeavoring  to 
accomplish  his  purpose,  two  diffi- 
culties arrested  him  :  first,  the 
danger  of  injuring  the  bladder  by 
the  chemical  solvents  which  he 
should  employ  ;  and,  second,  his 


ignorance  of  the  chemical  compo- 
sition of  the  material  on  which  he 
was  to  act.  In  order  to  overcome 
the  former,  M.  Civiale  thought  of 
introducing  a  purse  into  the  blad- 
der, by  means  of  a  tube,  through 
which,  on  securing  the  stone  in  the 
purse,  he  was  to  pour  in  his  power- 
ful solvents.  But  where  was  such 
a  purse  to  be  had  ?  It  should  be 
as  wonderful  in  its  properties  as 
that  of  Fortunatus, — it  should  be 
fine  and  flexible,  and  delicate  and 
capacious  :  and,  at  the  same  time, 
perfectly  proof  against  strong  che- 
mical agents.  jSere  was  a  diffi- 
culty indeed  ; — no  substance  in  the 
animal,  vegetable  or  mineral  king- 
dom, seemed  adequate  to  the  pur- 
pose, and  the  project  was  conse- 
quently abandoned.  Yet  the  artist 
was  not  discouraged  by  his  failure: 
fortunately  he  proceeded  to  combat 
with  the  second  obstacle.  As  it 
was  requisite  to  procure  a  specimen 
of  the  stone,  it  was  obviously  ne- 
cessary to  introduce  some  instru- 
ment that  should  break  off  a  por- 
tion of  it,  without  wounding  the 
bladder.  Having  reason  to  think 
that  it  was  not  impossible  to  pass 
a  straight  sound,  four  lines  or  more 
in  diameter,  through  the  urethra, 
he  made  repeated  trials,  and  ulti- 
mately convinced  himself  that  it 
was  perfectly  practicable.  On 
this  principle  his  earliest  instru- 
ments were  constructed. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that 
M.  Civiale  all  this  time  never  en- 
tertained any  other  object  in  his 
experiments,  than  simply  to  pro- 
cure the  specimen  for  which  he 
was  so  anxious  ;  and  that  the  idea 
of  lithotrity,  or  grinding  the  stone 
to  pieces,  did  not  once  occur  to 
him,  until  he  found  himself  obliged 
to  give  up  his  favorite  project  of 
the  purse. 

We  need  not  enter  into  a  detail 
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of  the  successive  changes  and  im- 
provements which  the  ingenious 
inventor  adopted  in  bringing  his 
instruments  to  their  present  state 
of  comparative  simplicity  and  per- 
fection ;  we  shall  merely  observe 
that  the  six  elastic  branches  ori- 
ginally employed  are  now  reduced 
to  three,  and  that  the  lithotriteur, 
or  perforator,  in  all  ordinary 
cases,  is  armed  with  teeth,  which 
are  set  to  work  on  the  calculus 
by  means  of  a  drill.  In  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes  an  expert  operator 
demolishes  a  stone  of  the  common 
size, — that  is  to  say,  one  of  about 
18  or  20  lines  in  diameter. 

One  very  obvious  advantage 
of  the  new  method  we  must  not 
pass  unnoticed.  It  is  well  known 
that  persons  afflicted  with  calcu- 
lus, alarmed  at  the  danger  of  be- 
ing cut,  procrastinate  and  put  off 
the  evil  day,  and  endure,  for 
years  together,  the  most  exqui- 
site torture,  rather  than  submit 
to  the  knife  ;  while  the  stone, 
meantime,  is  acquiring  additional 
bulk  and  complexity  of  character. 
All  this,  we  suspect,  will  be  ma- 
terially altered  when  the  new 
process  comes  to  be  better  known: 
patients  will  have  recourse  to  it 
in  an  earlier  stage  of  the  com- 
plaint, and  their  cure  will,  of 
course,  be  proportionably  easy. 

The  objections  made  to  this 
method  are  met  by  the  following 
answers: — 1.  The  introduction  of 
straight  sounds  is  no  longer  debate- 
able  :  experience,  both  ancient 
and  modern,  has  proved  it  practi- 
cable beyond  a  question  ;  and  it  is 
demonstrable  a  priori  from  a 
knowledge  of  the  structure  and 
direction  of  the  urethra.*  2. 
The  expansive  property  of  that 

♦  See  Amiissat^s  Memoir  on  the  practi- 
cability of  effacing  the  curvature  of  the 
urethra  by  straight  sounds. 


passage  very  soon  permits  the  in- 
troduction of  straight  tubes, — 
three,  four,  or  even  five  lines  in 
diameter.  3.  The  pain  is,  in  ge- 
neral, very  inconsiderable  ;  and 
where  it  proves  severe,  this  is 
dependent  on  disease  of  the  blad- 
der or  neighboring  parts  :  nervous 
excitement  there  may  certainly 
be  in  many  cases  ;  but  if  these 
objections  have  any  force  against 
litho^r%,  they  apply  still  more 
strongly  to  Wihotomy.  4.  The 
treatment  is  not  tedious;  and  even 
if  it  were,  perhaps  many  would 
think  it  preferable  to  be  under 
the  hands  of  a  lithotritist  for  two 
months,  than  for  two  minutes  un- 
der the  knife  of  the  most  expert 
lithotomist.  5.  On  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  operator  is  compe- 
tent (as  should  always  be  suppos- 
ed in  every  operation),  there  is 
no  danger  in  the  process  of  litho- 
trity  :  an  awkward  operator,  in- 
deed, might  do  mischief  through 
a  want  of  address  ;  but  the  same 
objection  might  be  made  even  to 
phlebotomy  itself,  which  in  unskil- 
ful hands  has  been  productive,  as 
every  body  knows,  of  very  griev- 
ous consequences.  Nor  is  there 
better  ground  for  other  objections, 
such  as  alleged  chronic-inflamma- 
tions of  the  urethra  or  bladder, 
&c.,  leaving  behind  pieces  of 
stone,  or  other  calculi  untouched: 
such  charges  should  be  matter 
for  testimony,  but  they  hare  ne- 
ver been  supported  by  either  facts 
or  experience. 

Le  Roy,  Heurteloup,  Amus- 
sat,  and  others,  have,  from  time 
to  time,  suggested  alterations  and 
additions,  by  way  of  improvement, 
in  the  lithotritic  apparatus  ;  but 
the  instruments  employed  by  Ci- 
viale  appear  to  us  to  be  the  most 
simple,  and  we  are  great  admir- 
ers of  simplicity  in  the  construe- 
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tion  of  surgical  apparatus.  The 
march  of  iaiproveoient,  it  may  be 
observed,  has  ever  been  from 
what  is  more  complicated  to  what 
is  less  so  ; — nature  herself  is  the 
mother  of  simplicity. 

In  conclusion,  we  think  our 
readers  will  agree  with  us,  that 
the  ingenious  contrivance  of  M. 
Civiale  is  deserving  of  approba- 
tion. Our  French  friends,  in  the 
characteristic  style  of  compli- 
ment, have  pronounced  it  ^glori- 
euse  pour  lachirurgie  Francaise, 
honorable  pour  son  auteur,  et  con- 
sonante  pourl'humanite.'  It  may 
be  equally  characteristic  (per- 
haps national)  in  us,  not  to  be 
dazzled  with  the  glory  of  the  in- 
vention ;  but  we  are  not,  at  the 
same  time,  blind  to  its  merits. 
With  all  due  respect  for  the  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences,  and  for  the 
names  of  Chaussier  and  Percy, 
we  cannot  elevate  ourselves  to 
raptures.  We  are,  in  plain  terms, 
disposed  to  qualify  our  meed  of 
praise  from  the  consideration  of 
one  or  two  circumstances.  It  is 
to  be  observed,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, that  the  lithotritic  process 
is  available  in  none  but  cases  in 
which  the  stone  does  not  exceed 
a  certain  bulk  ;  and  this  is  allovv- 
I  ing  much,  as,  in  fact,  it  is  admit- 
I  ting  it  to  be  available  in  all  ordi- 
I  nary  cases.  Its  machinery,  how- 
ever, is  so  complicated,  compared 
with  the  simple  instruments  com- 
monly employed  in  lithotomy  (now 
reduced  almost  to  the  prisca  sim- 
plicitas  of  the  apparatus  minor), 
that  our  anticipations,  we  must 
confess,  are  considerably  damped; 
and,  indeed,  some  of  the  instru- 
ments which  we  have  seen  ap- 
peared not  altogether  free  from 
the  risk  of  portions  of  them  break- 
ing off  during  the  process  of  grind- 


ing the  stone,  and  thus  remaining 
in  the  bladder.  The  success  of 
the  operation,  besides,  mainly  de- 
pends on  the  extreme  familiarity 
of  the  operator  with  his  instru- 
ments ;  though  much  of  this  ob- 
jection will  be  removed,  no  doubt, 
when  the  process  is  better  under- 
stood. The  manipulation  is  so 
different  from  that  required  in 
ordinary  operations,  that  our  most 
experienced  surgeons  will  feel 
some  awkwardness  when  they 
first  attempt  it  ;  and  we  have 
heard  that  M.  Dupuytren  made 
trial  of  it  in  the  Hotel  Dieu  with- 
out being  successful.  Any  decid- 
ed opinion,  indeed,  must  be  given 
cautiously  :  it  bears  upon  it  the 
fascinating  stamp  of  novelty  ;  it 
promises  a  great  good,  but  it  has 
yet  to  undergo  the  rigid  test  of 
time.  Claims  it  unquestionably 
has,  and  strong  ones  too,  upon  our 
notice  ;  and  we  are  happy  to  find 
that  it  is  being  tried  in  our  hospi- 
tals, where  its  merits  will  soon 
be  put  beyond  dispute. 

We  have  spoken  of  M.  Ci- 
viale, throughout  these  remarks, 
as  the  true  inventor  of  lithotrity  : 
such  is  our  persuasion.  He  was 
indisputably  the  first  who  made 
known  to  the  public  the  possibi- 
lity of  performing  such  an  ope- 
ration ;  whether  he  was  the  first 
who  thought  of  its  feasibility  we 
will  not  decide  :  but  be  it  re- 
membered that  it  was  not  until 
he  had  published  his  experiments, 
that  other  competitors  for  the 
honor  of  the  invention  made  their 
appearance.  We  cannot  stay 
to  moralize  on  the  fate  of  most 
originators  of  useful  projects  ; 
but  we  suspect  that  M.  Civiale 
must  be  content  to  await  tran- 
quilly, though  confidently,  a  tardy 
decision  upon  his  claimis. 
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III. 

ON  CARBONATE  OP  AMMONIA. 

By  Daniel  B.  Smith. 

The  volatility  of  this  salt  renders 
it  extremely  difficult  to  preserve 
uninjured  in  vessels  that  are  occa- 
sionally opened  to  the  air.  When 
in  its  perfect  state,  it  is  composed 
of  one  atom  or  twenty-two  parts 
of  carbonic  acid,  and  one  atom  or 
seventeen  parts  of  ammonia. 
There  is,  besides  this  salt,  ano- 
ther combination  of  carbonic  acid 
and  ammonia,  containing  two  at- 
oms of  acid,  or  forty-four  parts, 
and  one  atom,  or  seventeen  parts 
of  alkali.  This  salt,  which  is  the 
bicarbonate,  has  no  smell  and  less 
taste  than  the  carbonate.  It  is 
formed  when  the  latter  salt  is 
exposed  in  powder  to  the  air. 
The  carbonate  of  ammonia  of 
commerce  is  now  obtained,  in 
great  part,  from  the  tarry  liquid 
obtained  in  the  distillation  of  coal 
gas.  It  is  sublimed  in  moderate- 
ly hard  semi-transparent  cakes, 
which  are  brittle  and  white.  By 
exposure  to  the  air,  part  of  the 
alkali  soon  escapes  ;  it  loses  its 
strong  smell  of  ammonia,  and  is 
gradually  converted  into  the  ino- 
dorous bicarbonate.  So  rapid  is 
the  progress  of  this  change,  that 
it  is  seldom  we  meet  with  the 
article  in  our  shops  which  is  not 
more  or  less  injured  by  it.  The 
first  sign  of  the  loss  of  alkali,  is 
the  efflorescence  on  the  surface, 
which  gradually  extends  till  the 
whole  crystalline  mass  is  altered. 
It  is  from  this  cause  that  we  have 
so  much  difficulty  in  pleasing 
those  who  are  particular  about 
the  quality  of  their  "  smelling 
salts." 

A  preparation,  called  the 
Preston  smelling  salts,"  has  with- 
in a  few  years  been  introduced 


from  England,  and  has  deservedly 
been  much  sought  after.  The 
manufacturers  have  wisely  put  it 
up  in  very  wide-mouthed  bottles, 
which  enable  one  to  inhale  a  much 
larger  quantity  of  ammonia  at 
once,  and  thus  increase  the  appa- 
rent strength  of  the  salt.  But  it 
has  other  qualities  to  recommend 
it,  than  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
put  up  for  sale.  It  retains  its 
color  for  a  longer  time  and  wastes 
more  slowly  than  the  common 
smelling  salts. 

It  was  generally  believed,  when 
the  article  was  first  brought  here, 
that  its  superiority  was  owing  to 
the  sublimation  being  made  at 
once  into  the  bottle,  so  as  to  avoid 
any  loss  of  ammonia  by  unneces- 
sary exposure  to  the  air.  An 
examination,  however,  will  satisfy 
any  one  that  the  salt  is  crystal- 
lized^ and  not  sublimed.  The 
superior  compactness  and  hard- 
ness of  a  crystalline  over  a  sub- 
limed salt,  are  great  advantages 
in  so  volatile  a  substance  as  the 
carbonate  of  ammonia  ;  and  to 
this,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  good 
qualities  of  the  Preston  salts  are 
to  be  attributed. 

The  salt  may  be  crystallized 
with  great  facility  in  the  winter 
season.  The  plan  which  I  have 
followed  is  to  dissolve,  in  a  pint 
of  pure  aqua  ammoniae,  a  pound 
and  a  quarter  of  the  crystalline 
carbonate  of  ammonia,  with  a 
gentle  heat. 

By  exposing  this  to  a  freezing 
temperature,  crystals  of  the  car- 
bonate of  ammonia  will  be  obtain- 
ed, the  size  and  hardness  of  which 
will  depend  on  the  length  of  time 
which  they  require  to  crystallize. 
I  use  the  aqua  ammoniae  as  a  sol- 
vent to  secure  the  formation  of 
salt  with  the  minimum  of  acid. 

1  recommend  to  those  apothe- 
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caries  who  wish  to  procure  an 
excellent  carbonate  of  ammonia, 
to  adopt  this  process,  which  will 
furnish  them  with  a  salt  in  all 


respects  equal  to  the  Preston 
smelling  salts,  at  one-eighth  of 
the  price  which  the  latter  costs 
us. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  20,  1829. 


DELIRIUM  TREMENS.  MEDICAL 

JURISPRUDENCE. 

Dr.  Drake,  of  the  Western  Journal, 
mentions  a  late  trial  before  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  of 
an  individual  about  fifty  years  of  age, 
and  the  father  of  a  large  family,  who, 
during  an  attack  of  delirium  tremens, 
had  murdered  his  own  wife,  by  cut- 
ting through  her  neck  with  a  narrow 
axe,  which  severed  the  spinal  co- 
lumn and  caused  instant  death. 

"It  appeared  from  the  testimony," 
says  Dr.  D.,  "  that  for  several  years 
he  had  been  subject  to  occasional 
fits  of  intoxication,  which  in  the  lat« 
ter  part  of  the  time  had  been  follow- 
ed by  Mania  a  potu,  which  general- 
ly lasted  for  several  days,  and  went 
off  spontaneously.  In  these  parox- 
ysms he  had  the  physical  and  moral 
symptoms  which  usually  characterize 
that  malady.  The  former  were, 
great  tremors  of  the  hands,  a  pale 
face,  red  eyes,  and  sometimes  a  co- 
pious perspiration,  even  when  ex- 
posed half  naked  to  a  cold  atmos- 
phere. The  moral  phenomena  were, 
disordered  perceptions  of  sight  and 
hearing,  so  that  he  often  insisted  that 
he  saw  himself  surrounded  by  snakes 
and  other  reptiles,  or  by  armed  men 
who  sought  to  kill  him  ;  or  supposed 
he  heard  strange  sounds  of  trumpets, 
or  vocal  music,  or  conversation  of 
which  he  was  the  subject,  and  the 
object  of  which  was  mischief  to  him- 
self. He  was  thus  filled  with  appre- 
hension for  his  safety,  and  sometimes 
ran  about  the  village  at  night,  as  if 
attempting  to  escape  from  bad  per- 
sons who  were  pursuing  him.    On  a 


certain  night,  he  made  so  much  cla- 
mor as  to  excite  the  idea  of  several 
men  engaged  in  a  riot.  At  another 
time,  in  his  own  house,  he  concealed 
himself  between  the  feather  and  the 
straw  bed,  where  he  was  almost  suf- 
focated. On  another  occasion,  he 
was  found,  after  dark,  standing  in 
the  street  without  shoes  or  hat,  and 
had  described  around  him  a  circle  in 
the  dust,  and  declared  that  if  any  one 
entered  it,  that  person  would  kill  him. 
At  other  times  he  would  peep  from 
his  window,  and  point  his  gun,  as 
for  defence,  against  imaginary  per- 
sons, who  were  approaching  to  seize 
him.  Again,  he  would  fancy  that 
two  armies  were  engaged  in  battle, 
and  that  he  must  join  one  of  them. 
In  all  his  paroxysms  he  had  so  great 
a  degree  of  watchfulness,  as  to  sleep 
little  or  none  for  several  nights  in 
succession.  But  his  prevailing  ma- 
niacal conception  was,  that  his  wife  / 
was  in  a  combination  with  three  of 
his  neighbors,  one  of  whom  was  his 
son  by  a  former  wife,  and  that  they 
had  conspired  against  his  life.  Of 
these  men,  when  they  were  not  in 
his  presence,  he  was  afraid.  In  the 
paroxysms  he  was  accustomed  to 
charge  his  wife  (unfoundedly  in  the 
opinion  of  witnesses)  with  a  criminal 
intimacy  with  these  persons.  Ue 
even  threatened  to  kill  her  if  she  did 
not  desist,  and  had  been  heard  to 
utter  this  threat  when  he  was  thought 
by  one  of  the  witnesses  to  be  rational. 

"  On  the  Sunday  before  the  mur- 
der he  drank  freely,  and  was  intoxi- 
cated, in  which  condition,  as  usual, 
he  was  quiet,  dull,  and  disposed  to 
lie  in  bed.  Monday,  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  presented  nothing  spe- 
cial.    On  Wednesday  evening  he 
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complained  to  a  neighbor  of  feeling 
unwell,  and  asked  his  son's  assistance 
in  the  performance  of  some  necessary 
manual  labor  for  his  family.  He 
seemed  to  the  witness  to  be  rational. 
During  the  night  he  slept  none,  and 
complained  of  cramp  in  his  stomach. 
The  next  morning  his  family  thought 
him  crazy,  but  were  not  alarmed,  as 
they  were  accustomed  to  such  at- 
tacks. In  the  course  of  the  day  he 
took  an  axe  on  his  shoulder,  and 
walked  rapidly  to  the  house  of  a 
neighbor,  whom  he  desired  to  go 
home  with  him,  saying  they  wanted 
to  kill  him  ;  and  about  the  same  time 
he  told  another  of  the  supposed  con- 
spirators that  he  had  overheard  his 
wife  and  him,  that  morning,  whisper- 
ing about  taking  his  (witness's)  life. 

"  He  spent  the  day  at  home,  in 
the  midst  of  his  family,  apparently  in 
agitation  and  terror,  but  said  he 
would  not  hurt  any  one,  and  did  not 
wish  to  be  hurt.  In  addition  to  the 
axe,  which  he  placed  under  the  bed, 
where  it  was  often  kept,  he  provided 
a  scythe,  which  he  brought  into  the 
house.  He  manifested  jealousy  of 
his  wife,  and  (old  her  to  act  belter, 
for  she  had  already  caused  the  death 
of  thirty  thousand  men.  He  fancied 
that  the  persons  of  whom  he  was 
jealous  were  in  the  loft  manufactur- 
ing ropes  to  hang  him,  and  going  up, 
returned  and  said  he  had  cut  the 
ropes  to  pieces,  and  brought  down 
the  fragments  with  him,  though  he 
had  nothing  in  his  hands.  In  the 
course  of  the  afternoon,  he  fastened 
both  the  doors  of  his  house.  At  the 
usual  time  his  wife  went  out  to  milk, 
and  he  barred  the  door  after  her. 
On  her  return  he  fastened  it  again. 
She  was  seated  near  the  fire,  and  he 
was  walking  the  room.  At  length 
he  took  the  axe  from  under  the  bed, 
and  suddeidy  gave  the  fatal  blow, 
following  it  up  with  two  others  on 
the  face.  His  oldest  daughter  caught 
the  instrument,  which  he  yielded  up, 
and  then  seized  the  scythe,  with 
which  he  attempted  to  strike  her. 
She  defended  herself  with  a  chair, 


till  the  smaller  children  having  open- 
ed the  door,  she  made  her  escape. 
He  took  his  youngest  child  in  his 
arms,  and  sat  down  by  the  window. 
The  child  exclaimed,  ^  mamma 
bleeds !'  which  he  said  made  him 
feel  bad.  When  his  neighbors  ar- 
rived immediately  afterwards,  he 
gave  himself  up,  acknowledged  what 
he  had  done,  said  he  knew  he  would 
be  hung  for  it,  but  that  he  ought  to 
have  done  it  nine  months  sooner  ; 
and  that  if  he  had  it  to  do  again,  he 
would  strike  two  blows  where  he 
only  struck  one.  Talked  so  ration- 
ally that  many  of  the  witnesses  could 
not  believe  him  deranged.  Evinced 
no  dread  of  punishment  for  his  crime, 
but  was  still  in  great  apprehension 
from  the  persons  who,  he  had  be- 
lieved, intended  to  kill  him.  Was 
glad  that  he  had  defeated  their  cal- 
culations. On  his  way  to  the  city  to 
be  committed  to  jail,  talked  rational- 
ly and  composedly  about  his  affairs, 
and  on  various  subjects  ;  but  fre- 
quently asked  the  guard  if  they  did 
not  hear  sweet  sounds  of  different 
kinds,  and  on  being  answered  in  the 
negative,  insisted  that  he  could  not 
be  mistaken.  After  being  commit- 
ted he  became  regular,  and  expressed 
his  regret  at  what  he  had  done." 

The  defence  set  up  was  insanity. 
He  was,  however,  found  guilty  of 
murder,  and  condemned  accordingly. 
We  shall  not  attempt  to  follow  Dr. 
Drake  in  his  excellent  remarks  on 
this  case  ;  but  present  to  our  readers 
such  a  view  of  the  subject  as  has 
been  suggested  to  us  by  the  perusal 
of  them,  and  by  such  other  inquiries 
as  we  have  been  enabled  to  make. 

The  law  which  holds  the  madman 
exempt  from  the  punishment  of 
crimes  committed  under  the  influence 
of  his  derangement,  is  obviously 
founded  in  reason  and  humanity. 
This  immunity,  however,  does  not, 
according  to  the  common  law,  extend 
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to  the  drunken  man  who  commits  a  3.  If  the  law  were  otherwise, 
crime  while  under  the  excitement  of  drunkenness  might  be  pretended,  iii 
liquor.  There  are  several  reasons  order  to  commit  crime  with  impunity, 
for  the  severity  of  the  law  on  this  and  a  fraud  of  this  nature  could  not, 
point,  some  of  which  respect  the  without  great  difficulty,  be  detected, 
criminality  of  the  evil  doer,  and  oth-  4.  The  same  state  might  volunta- 
ers  have  a  principal  reference  to  the  rily  be  incurred,  for  the  double  pur- 
security  of  the  public.  We  will  en-  pose  of  exciting  the  courage  to  com- 
deavor  to  present  these  to  our  read-  niit  a  crime,  and  of  esca[)ing  its  pe- 
ers in  a  distinct  form.  nallies  ;  and  thus  the  hardened  villain 

1.  Drunkenness  is  itself  a  crime,  would  be  furnished  with  direct  means 
and  he  who  alleges  it  as  an  excuse,  t«  elude  justice.  Such  is  the  cha- 
attempts  to  take  advantage  of  his  racter  of  the  wretches  described  by 
own  wrong.  The  law,"  says  author  above  quoted  ;  "  insolen- 
Blackstone,  «  will  not  suffer  any  man  tes,  qui  banc  oh  causam  largius  bi- 
to  privilege  one  crime  by  another."  b""^  audacius  in  injuriam  eant." 
The  language  of  Lord  Coke  on  this  Two  general  propositions,  then, 
point  is  still  stronger.  "  The  drunk-  are  involved  in  the  law  on  this  sub- 
ard,"  says  he,  "is  voliintarius  dse-  j^ct : — 1.  That  in  using  liquor  to  ex- 
mon,  and  whatever  ill  he  doth,  his  cess,  knowing  its  possible  conse- 
drunkenness  shall  aggravate  it.  quences,  the  drunkard  makes  himself 
Nam  omne  crimen  ebrietas  et  incen-  answerable  for  these  consequences, 
dit  et  detegit."  2.  That  the  public  welfare  requires. 

2.  The  drunkard  deprives  himself  that  he  should  be  hold  thus  ansvvera- 
of  reason,  knowing  that  when  so  de-  ble.  We  have  then  to  consider  the 
prived,  he  is  liable  to  commit  vio-  correctness  of  these  principles  in 
lence  on  the  persons  of  others.  The  themselves,  and  their  application  to 
first  crime,  therefore,  includes  the  the  case  of  delirium  tremens, 
consequences  which  result  from  it.  1.  If  it  be  true,  then,  that  he  who 
Such  is  the  language  of  the  Roman  indulges  in  liquor  makes  himself  res- 
law  : — "  Culpa  non  carent,  quod  ine-  ponsible  for  ali  its  effects,  the  maniac 
briari  se  passi  sint."  And  again  : —  a  potu  can  no  more  claim  immunity, 
"  Quid  quod  nec  dolo  careant," —  than  he  who  acts  under  the  immedi- 
they  cannot  even  be  acquitted  of  evil  ate  influence  of  intoxication.  We 
intention, — "  si  non  simplicile  rebrii,  cannot  escape  this  conclusion  by 
id  est  tales,qui  praeter  consuetudinem  saying,  that  the  delirium  in  question 
vino  capti  sunt,  dum  suas  aut  viui  is  a  remote  and  distinct  effect  of  the 
vires  ignorabant,  aut  inviti  compelle-  indulgence  ;  that  it  occurs  as  the  se- 
bantur  cum  strenuis  paria  bibendo  quel  of  long-continued  and  repeated 
facere  ;  sed  vel  ebriosi,  qui  ignari  excess  ;  or  that  it  often,  nay  general- 
non  sunt  quo  ruere  soleant  vino  victi,  ly,  happens  in  consequence  of  with- 
vel  etiam  insolentes,  qui  banc  ob  drawing  the  very  stimulus  to  which 
causam  largius  bibunt,  ut  audentius  the  drunkard  is  accustomed.  It  is 
in  injuriam  eant."— Foe<  in  Pandec-  still  among  the  effects  of  this  vice  ; 
tas  XL VIII.  10.  1.  an  evil  whioh  subsists  in  virtue  of 
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intemperance,  and  which  would  not 
subsist  without  it.  If,  then,  in  the 
phreuzy  of  his  delirium,  the  unfortu- 
nate subject  of  it  commits  murder, 
this  too  was  among  those  possible 
consequences  of  his  original  excess, 
for  which  he  made  himself  responsi- 
ble. But  is  it  not  obvious  that  this 
mode  of  reasoning  proves  too  much  ? 
Suppose  the  drunkard  to  have  passed 
through  the  successive  paroxysms  of 
ebriety,  and  even  the  short-lived 
mania  of  delirium  tremens,  without 
committing  any  serious  act  of  vio- 
lence on  the  persons  of  his  fellow- 
men.  A  darker  doom  now  awaits 
him.  The  repeated  shocks  which 
his  reason  has  received  have  finally 
overpowered  it.  He  becomes  per- 
manently insane,  and  while  in  this 
state,  commits  an  outrage  on  the 
person,  or  takes  the  life,  of  some 
one  unhappily  exposed  to  his  fury. 
Would  it  be  said  that  the  action  was 
not  excused  by  his  insanity,  because 
he  brought  that  insanity  on  hirnself  ? 
Such  an  argument  never  could  be 
listened  to  with  patience,  either  with- 
in a  court  of  justice  or  without  it. 
By  the  late  reports  of  madhouses  in 
England,  it  will  be  seen,  that  a  very 
considerable  proportion  of  their  in- 
mates have  bocome  so  from  this  in- 
dulgence. All  these,  then,  are  mo- 
ral agents,  and  responsible  for  the 
crimes  they  perpetrate.  Nor  is  this 
all.  The  victim  of  gaming,  of  de- 
bauchery, of  unnatural  crime,  are 
equally  in  this  sense  the  authors  of 
their  own  misfortunes;  and  shall  we 
add  to  this  the  imputation  of  guilt, 
when  their  phrenzy  has  inspired  them 
to  the  commission  of  acts,  in  their 
nature  violent  and  unlawful  ?  We 


freely  confess  that  such  a  sentiment 
seems  to  us  to  violate  the  plainest 
dictates  of  humanity,  and  we  are  not 
aware  that  it  is  sanctioned  by  the 
laws  of  any  civilized  nation. 

2.  Are  the  considerations  of  ex- 
pediency, on  which  the  drunken  man 
is  made  responsible,  equally  applica- 
ble to  the  subject  of  mania  a  potu  ? 
The  reasons  for  the  law,  arising  out 
of  these  considerations,  are,  as  above 
mentioned,  the  ease  with  which 
drunkenness  may  be  simulated,  and 
the  possibility  of  its  being  actually 
induced  for  the  sake  of  committing 
crime.  Neither  of  these  reasons  has 
any  application  to  the  case  of  deli- 
rium tremens.  With  regard  to  the 
first,  we  venture  to  assert,  that  there 
is  no  form  of  mania,  the  counterfeit- 
ing of  which  is  attended  with  more 
serious  difficulty  than  the  one  in 
question.  It  is  a  disease  induced  by 
peculiar  causes,  and  accompanied 
and  marked  by  appropriate  symp- 
toms, some  of  which  it  is  utterly  im- 
possible to  simulate.  It  is  a  disease 
which  comes  on  slowly,  with  gradu- 
ally increasing  violence,  until  it  ar- 
rives at  its  acme,  which  often  does 
not  happen  for  many  days.  The 
task  of  one  who  should  attempt  to 
counterfeit  its  gradual  progress  and 
its  eventual  paroxysm,  is  beyond  al- 
most any  efiort  of  deception  which 
the  mind  can  conceive.  To  suppose, 
then,  that  it  would  be  feigned  by  one 
intending  to  commit  an  outrage,  as 
the  most  convenient  means  of  doing 
so  with  impunity,  is  utterly  extrava- 
gant. As  respects  the  second  rea- 
son, we  hold  it  still  less  applicable 
to  the  case  under  consideration. 
This  state  could  not  be  uiduced  at 
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the  will  of  the  intentional  criminal  ; 
nor  if  it  could,  and  the  zeal  of  the 
individual  was  sufficient  to  induce 
him  to  hazard  his  life  in  such  a  pro- 
ject, could  it  be  subjected  to  his  con- 
trol, and  made  subservient  to  his 
views.  The  notion  of  design^  there- 
fore, in  its  production,  is  entirely  too 
absurd  for  serious  refutation. 

But  if  it  is  said  we  must  prove  the 
maniac  a  potu  to  have  been  actually 
insane,  in  order  to  entitle  him  to  the 
consideration  claimed,  the  demand 
is  unquestionably  reasonable  and 
just.  Whether  the  prisoner  was  or 
was  not  so,  in  any  particular  case,  is 
matter  of  evidence,  and  must  be  de- 
cided by  proper  testimony.  In  re- 
gard to  this  point,  there  is  an  impor- 
tant distinction,  which  has  been  often 
made,  and  which  is  laid  down  with 
sufficient  precision  by  Dr.  Drake. 
Unless  it  appear  in  evidence  by  the 
actions  of  the  prisoner,  that  in  regard 
to  a  particular  subject  or  train  of 
ideas,  his  reason  was  actually  per- 
verted, and  farther,  that  the  murder? 
or  other  outrage,  was  the  consequence 
of  this  particular  perversion, — was 
committed  in  accordance  with  the 
false  premises  and  erroneous  notions 
thus  adopted, — unless  both  these 
points  were  clearly  made  out,  he 
should  be  held  guilty.  On  all  but 
the  particular  subjects  of  his  phrenzy, 
the  maniac  is  a  moral  agent,  and 
responsible  to  the  laws  ;  and  if  he 
perpetrates  a  criminal  action,  aware 
of  its  nature,  and  conscious  of  the 
outrage  he  commits,  he  makes  him- 
self a  subject  for  the  penalty  of  these 
laws. 

We  would  add  one  remark,  which, 
though  not  essential  to  the  argument. 


will  tend  to  illustrate  still  more 
strongly  the  distinction  between  de- 
lirium tremens,  and  the  paroxysm  of 
intoxication.  It  has  been  said  that 
drunkenness  does  not  impair  iho 
judgn)ent,  except  as  it  inflames  tho 
passions,  and  exhibits  them  in  a  true 
though  stronger  light.  As,  then, 
violent  passion  from  moral  causes 
furnishes  no  excuse  for  the  actions 
committed  under  its  influence,  simi- 
lar excitement  from  a  physical  cause 
ought  to  be  viewed  in  the  same  light. 
"  Ebrietas  omne  crimen  incendit  et 
detegit,"  and  if  the  drunkard  is  only 
exhibiting  his  true  character,  stripped 
of  the  disguise  which  in  his  sober 
intervals  he  is  able  to  throw  over  it, 
he  is  not  the  less  a  moral  agent,  and 
answerable  for  his  conduct.  Some- 
thing like  this  is  a  strain  of  argument, 
adduced  seriously,  we  presume,  by 
the  learned  commentator  on  the 
Pandects  before  quoted.  Etsi  vero 
tale  proposiium  talisque  machiuatio 
praemeditata  non  est  in  iilis,  qui  im- 
petu  peccant,  non  tamen  dolus  in 
universum  deest ;  nam  et  homicida 
impetu  peccat,  non  niodo  cum  jusli 
sed  et  cum  injusti  doloris  impetu,  et 
sub  irse  motu  ad  csedem  procedit." — 
Voet  XLVIII.  10.  1. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the 
soundness  of  this  philosophy  in  view 
of  the  ebrious  paroxysm,  it  is  evident 
that  it  does  not  at  all  apply  to  the 
subject  of  delirium  tremens.  He 
exhibits  nothing  of  that  exaggerated 
state  of  the  passions,  of  that  boister- 
ous violence  which  marks  the  drunk- 
en man  ;  he  is  timid,  watchful  and 
jealous  ;  and  much  more  disposed  to 
apprehend  injury  from  others,  than 
wantonly  to  inflict  it  on  then).  Such 
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was  the  state  of  the  individtial  in  the 
case  alluded  to,  and  surely  there  is 
none  which  renders  a  man  more  tru- 
ly and  deservedly  an  object  of  com- 
passion. 

Judging  of  the  case,  then,  on  these 
principles,  we  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  the  act  of  the  prisoner 
was  the  act  of  a  madman.  The  idea 
which  constantly  presented  itself  to 
his  mind,  was  that  of  a  plot  formed 
against  his  life,  which  placed  him  in 
continual  and  imminent  danger.  Un- 
der this  delusion,  he  threatened  his 
wife  with  speedy  punishment,  if  she 
did  not  desist  from  her  purpose. 
From  these  premises  he  drew  the 
conclusion,  that  the  destruction  of 
his  supposed  enemies  was  an  act  of 
self-defence,  and  on  this  conclusion 
he  acted.  No  case  of  mania  could 
be  more  perfect  in  all  its  parts,  or 
present  a  stronger  claim  to  forbear- 
ance and  mercy. 

We  conclude,  then,  that  the  law 
which  makes  the  drunken  man  res- 
ponsible for  his  actions  is,  both  in  its 
principle  and  its  policy,  wholly  inap- 
plicable to  the  case  of  the  maniac  a 
potu  ;  and  that  the  latter  is  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  which  madness, 
under  any  circumstances,  can  confer 
on  its  unhappy  subject.  We  would 
add  what  we  consider  an  equally  im- 
portant inference,  that  the  treatment 
of  this  form  of  mania  ought  to  be  re- 
gulated on  the  same  principles  as 
that  of  any  other.  The  case  above 
cited  is  a  melancholy  proof  that  ma- 
niacs of  this  description  require  the 
constant  vigilance  of  friends,  to  pre- 
vent them  from  doing  mischief  to 
themselves  or  those  near  them.  We 
are  satisfied  that  the  amount  of  care 


bestowed  is  in  many  instances  whol- 
ly insufficient,  and  that  great  hazards 
are  frequently  incurred  from  indulg- 
ing the  notion  that  the  subjects  of 
this  delirium  are  altogether  harmless. 
There  are  two  rules  in  regard  to 
persons  in  this  situation,  which  ought 
to  be  rigidly  adhered  to  ;  one,  that 
they  be  never  suffered  to  go  abroad 
alone — and  secondly,  that  they  should 
never  be  left  in  the  care  of  female 
relatives.  That  both  these  precau- 
tions are  often  neglected  with  impu- 
nity, we  are  well  aware ;  but  this  by 
no  means  disproves  the  existence  of 
the  danger;  and  the  occurrence,  in  a 
single  instance,  of  the  horrible  con- 
sequences above  related,  affords  a 
warning  which  we  hope  will  not  be 
disregarded. 


sflliman's  journal. 

We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
last  No.  of  this  important  and  useful 
work.  It  is  truly  a  most  splendid 
production.  We  are  not  in  the  ha- 
bit of  using  superlatives,  but  without 
them  we  can  give  no  opinion  of  the 
work  before  us.  We  rejoice  to  learn 
that  the  late  appeal  of  the  Editor  to 
the  public,  has  been  the  means  of 
adding  250  names  to  his  subscription 
list ;  and  that  the  Journal  will  now 
be  continued.  A  periodical  which 
does  so  much  honor  to  the  country, 
ought  not,  however,  to  be  barely 
supported.  Two  hundred  subscrib- 
ers more  would  complete  the  num- 
ber of  1000,  with  which  the  work 
might  go  on  without  embarrassment, 
and  a  liberal  compensation  allowed 
for  the  able  productions  it  sends 
forth  into  the  world  of  science. 
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SMELLING  BOTTLES. 

There  are  few  persons  who  have 
not  noticed  that  within  a  few  months 
smelling  bottles  of  a  new  form,  and 
containing  salts  of  a  fine  flavor,  have 
been  found  in  the  shops  of  our  apo- 
thecaries. An  account  of  these  salts 
is  given  on  our  566ih  page,  in  an 
article  extracted  from  the  Journal  of 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Phar- 
macy. 

This  new  periodical  appears  to 
be  conducted  with  great  ability  by  Dr. 
Benjamin  Ellis,  of  Philadelphia,  assist- 
ed by  other  professional  gentlemen. 
It  contains  a  deal  of  pharmaceutical 
intelligence,  of  great  value  to  Physi- 
cians as  well  as  Apothecaries  ; — but 
of  the  latter,  there  ought  not,  we 
hope  there  will  not  be  one  in  the 
country  who  does  not  avail  himself 
of  the  information  contained  in  this 
work. 


ANATOMICAL  DISSECTION. 

The  following  remarks  appeared  in 
a  late  No.  of  the  Boston  Traveller. 
They  evince  a  degree  of  light  in  the 
mind  of  the  Editor, — like  evidences 
of  which  we  would  gladly  see  in  the 
conductors  of  all  our  newspapers. 
The  sentiment  has  been  often  ex- 
pressed in  this  Journal,  that  a  better 
policy  in  the  laws  respecting  dissec- 
tion must  begin  with  the  people  ;  and 
when  we  see  Editors  of  newspapers 
and  other  popular  publications,  com- 
ing forward  with  wise  and  enlighten- 
ed views  on  this  subject,  we  cannot 
but  believe  that  the  people  generally 
will  soon  be  better  informed,  and 
think  and  feel  and  act  as  becomes 
those  who,  as  individuals^  are  deeply 
and  personally  interested  in  the  cul- 


tivation of  a  correct  knowledge  of 
human  anatomy  ; — a  knowledge, 
without  which  there  can  be  no  such 
thing  as  medical  or  surgical  skill, — 
without  which  disease  must  get  the 
better  of  our  remedies,  and  the  lives 
of  our  patients  must  be  sacrificed  to 
common  accidents,  and  comparative- 
ly trivial  disorders. 

"  So  much  excitement  and  strong 
prejudice  has  been  created  in  va- 
rious places  by  the  disinterment  of 
bodies  recently  deceased  for  ana- 
tomical purposes,  that  all  friends 
of  good  order  and  reasonable  law 
will  willingly  aid  in  preventing  among^ 
us  the  growth  of  a  body  of  individu- 
als, whose  chief  business  shall  be  to 
violate  the  sepulchres  of  the  dead» 
In  Europe,  as  recent  shocking  nar~ 
ratives  have  proved,  owing  to  a  want 
of  some  legal  mode  of  providing  suf- 
ficient supplies,  or  to  some  other 
cause,  a  band  of  resurrectionists  has- 
grown  up,  composed  of  the  most 
reckless  and  hardened  wretches,  who 
have  not  hesitated  to  commit  murder 
to  prosecutetheir unhallowed  purpose, 

"That  the  slightest  encouragement 
may  not  be  extended  to  body  steal- 
ers,— that  the  sepulchres  of  the  dead 
may  be  preserved  inviolate,  and  the 
feelings  of  the  living  be  spared  a 
pang,  the  State  Medical  Society  have 
earnestly  applied  themselves  "  to 
consider  if  any  change  can  be  effect- 
ed in  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth, 
in  relation  to  human  dissection."  A 
vigilant  comnnttee  has  been  appoint- 
ed, and  a  circular  on  the  subject  has 
been  printed  and  sent  to  physicians 
generally,  throughout  the  State.  It 
is  expected  the  subject  will  in  some 
way  come  before  the  legislature,  at 
its  next  session,  and  a  petition  be 
presented  for  a  change  of  its  existing 
statutes. 

"  Some  of  the  representatives  have 
imbibed  the  popular  prejudice,  and 
would  view  with  something  like  hor- 
ror any  legal  provision  for  favoring 
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the  dissections  of  the  schools.  But 
we  are  convinced  there  is  no  alter- 
native, in  order  to  obviate  the  diffi- 
culties and  dangers  which  now  op- 
pose the  practical  study  of  Anatomy, 
and  to  preserve  the  peace  of  indivi- 
duals and  of  society  ;  and  therefore 
hope  the  gentlemen  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, before  their  next  session,  will 
give  the  subject  due  attention,  and  if 
possible  divest  themselves  of  that 
feeling  which  has  blinded  the  com- 
munity to  the  importance  of  the  de- 
sired knowledge,  and  retarded  the 
progress  of  medical  science  in  this 
country." 

Phlegmasia  Dolens. — Dr.  Lee,  of 
Argyll  Street,  a  sound  and  experienc- 
ed pathologist,  and  one  of  the  most 
rising  accoucheurs  in  the  metropolis, 
has  published  a  paper  in  the  last  vo- 
lume of  the  Medico-chirurgical 
Transactions,  which  at  length  com- 
pletely proves  this  formidable  disease 
to  depend  on  an  inflammation  in  the 
large  veins  of  the  groin.  But  we 
understand  that  this  excellent  physi- 
cian has  gone  considerably  further, 
and  that  he  is  in  possession  of  the 
history  of  a  fatal  case,  with  the  pre- 
paration, which  demonstrates  beyond 
doubt  that  the  inflamuiation  origi- 
nates in  the  veins  of  the  uterus,  and 
from  them  spreads  to  those  of  the 
groin. 

Tills  important  discovery  very  sa- 
tisfactorily accounts  for  the  violent 
fever  and  other  symptoms  which  at- 
tend the  disease. — Gaz.  of  Health. 

Partial  Palsy  cured  hy  Strych' 
nia  locally  applied. — The  subject  of 
this  case  was  an  habitual  drunkard, 
aged  36  years.  He  had  lost  the 
power  of  the  left  forearm  and  hand 
ten  days  previously.  The  sensation 
of  the  parts  was  perfect,  but  the  mo- 
bility much  impaired.  There  was 
no  headach.  Over  a  vesicated  sur- 
face on  the  back  of  the  forearm, 
one-eighth  of  a  grain  of  strychnia 
was  sprinkled.  The  dose  of  the  me- 
dicine was  increased  by  doubling  the 


quantity  every  day,  until  it  amounted 
to  one  grain,  after  which  a  fourth  of 
a  grain  was  to  be  added.  The  im- 
provement was  manifest  from  the 
second  week,  and  the  patient,  with- 
out having  experienced  any  uneasy 
symptom,  was  dismissed  cured  at  the 
end  of  five  weeks  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  treatm«  nt. 

In  another  patient,  affected  with 
paralysis  of  the  flexor  muscles,  and 
diminished  sensation  of  the  right  leg, 
a  cure  was  eff'ected  in  the  course  of 
six  weeks. — N.  A.  Med.  4*  Surg.  J. 

Pregnancy  after  Amputation  of 
the  Cervix  Uteri. — M.  Lisfranc  an- 
nounced to  the  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine that  two  other  females  (Vide 
N.  A.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  Vol. 
II.  p.  14  and  420)  who  were  preg- 
nant after  amputation  of  the  neck  of 
the  uterus,  have  been  happily  deli- 
vered at  the  full  period  of  utero- 
gestation.  One  who,  anteriorly  to 
the  operation,  had  very  rapid  labors, 
was  in  labor  forty-eight  hours  :  in 
the  other,  who  was  in  labor  for  the 
first  time,  two  hours  of  pain  were 
sufficient  for  the  expulsi«)n  of  the 
foetus.  No  bad  consequences  result- 
ed, and  the  health  of  each  female 
was  excellent. — Journ.  Gcnerale. 


Adhesion  of  the  Placenta  to  the 
Head  of  the  Foetus. — From  the 
Nouv.  Bibliotheq.  for  May,  we  learn 
that  M.  Lauray  has  transmitted  to 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine  the 
details  of  the  following  case  : — A  la- 
bor being  fortunately  terminated  by 
turning  the  foetus,  which  had  present- 
ed an  arm,  the  placenta  was  found 
adherent  to  ihe  hairy  scalp  of  the 
child.  The  head  was  flattened  at 
its  anterior  and  superior  part,  where 
the  OS  frontis  was  wanting.  A  pro- 
jection of  the  brain,  covered  by  the 
integuments,  was  noticed  in  the  situ- 
ation of  the  right  eye,  which  last  was 
wanting.  There  was  a  hare  lip,  &c. 
&c.  The  infant  lived  thirty-two 
hours.  No  attempt  was  made  to 
separate  the  placenta  from  the  head,  to 
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which  it  adhered  to  some  extent,  to 
the  fore  part,  to  the  left  and  to  the 
centre  (top)  of  the  hairy  scalp.  No 
explanation  was  offered  either  as  to 
the  cause  or  manner  of  the  adhesion. 
The  liquor  amnii  had  flowed  in  abun- 
dance a  short  time  before  the  ac- 
couchement, and  gestation  was  not 
attended  by  any  remarkable  circum- 
stance.— N.  A.  Med.  4*  Surg.  Jour. 

Punctured  Wounds. — Dr.  James 
Fountain,  of  Westchester,  NewYork, 
believing  that  a  state  of  irritation  al- 
ways precedes  the  state  of  inflam- 
mation in  punctured  wounds,  main- 
tains that  the  treatment,  immediately 
after  the  accident,  should  be  predi- 
cated on  this  principle,  which  he 
says  experience  confirms.  Hence 
he  advises  local  and  general  stimuli  : 
of  the  former,  he  prefers  heat  with 
moisture.  A  tobacco  poultice  is 
particularly  recommended. — N.  Y. 
Med,  and  Phys.  Journal. 

Wound  of  the  Brachial  Artery. — 
Mr.  Smith,  Surgeon  to  the  Bristol 
Hospital,  details  two  cases,  and  al- 
ludes to  two  others,  in  which,  under 
well  regulated  pressure,  a  wound,  by 
a  lancet,  of  the  brachial  nrtery  heal- 
ed, no  aneurism  being  formed.  In 
these  cases  the  vein  was  not  punc- 
tured.— Medico- Chirur.  Rev. 


Mortality  among  Leeches  during 
Storms. — That  atmos[)heric  changes 
have   a   remarkable    influence  on 


leeches,  is  a  well  established  fact. 
In  1825,  M.  Derheims,  of  St.  Omer, 
ascribes  the  almost  sudden  death  of 
them,  at  the  approach  of  or  during 
storms,  to  the  coagulation  of  the 
blood  of  these  creatures,  caused  by 
the  impression  of  the  atmospheric 
elasticity.  This  opinion,  which  at 
that  time  was  the  result  of  theory, 
he  confirmed  in  the  month  of  March 
last,  by  direct  experiment. — Ann, 
des  Sciences  d^ Observation, 


Crystallization  of  Iodine. — Dur- 
ing the  course  of  his  researches  on 
the  combinations  of  Iodine  and  Ar- 
senic, M.  A.  Plisson  has  ascertained 
that  Iodine  crystallizes  in  acute  oc- 
tahedrons and  in  rhomboids,  and  that 
it  may  be  obtained  under  those  two 
forms,  by  exposing  ioduretted  hydri- 
odic  acid.  He  also  remarked  that 
iodine  assunies  rhomboidal  forms  in 
the  upper  part  of  a  flask,  in  which 
ioduret  of  arsenic  has  been  kept. — 
Ann.  de  Chim. 


The  Color  of  the  Sea — is  ascribed 
by  Sir  Humphry  Davy,  in  part  at 
least,  to  the  presence  of  iodine  and 
bromine,  which  its  waters  certainly 
contain,  and  which  result  perhaps 
from  the  decomposition  of  marine 
vegetables.  These  two  substances, 
dissolved  in  a  small  quantity  of  wa- 
ter, give  a  yellow  tint,  and  this  tint, 
mingled  with  the  blue  lint  of  pure 
water,  may  produce  the  sea  green. — 
Salmonia. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON,  ENDING  OCTOBER  9. 


Date.  I  Sex  Age.  | 


Disease. 


M.  18mo| 

M.  14  I 
F.  24  d 
F.j  8  mo 
F.'  2yrs 

M.  65 

M.  2  1-2 

x\l.  45 
F.  96 
IVI.  15mo 
F.  .40  yrs 

M.|  2d 

M.  26  yrs 
F.|  2  1-4 
F.,77 
M.I  6w 


measles 
lung  fever 
infantile 

dropsy  in  the  head 
convulsions 
dropsy 
unknown 

do. 
old  age 
infantile 
consumption 
unknown 
typhous  fever 
complaint  in  the  throat 
old  age 
unknown 


Date.  I  Sex  Age.  | 


Disease. 


F.!  12  mo  measles 


5  yrs  do. 
58  [consumption 
3  {measles 
5  mo  convulsions 
7      I  lung  fever 
5  yrs  measles 
12  mo:  do. 
19     I  do. 
62  yrs  unknown 
32      scarlet  fever 
24  unknown 

consumption 


F.I 22 mo  inflammation  in  the  bowels 


Males,  14— Females,  16.    Total,  30. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


CONSOLIDATED  COPAIVA. 
/^OPAIVA  may  be  given  in  this  form 
V-/  without  the  least  inconvenience. 
Neither  communicating-  taste,  nor  impart- 
ing- odor  to  the  breath,  it  is  also  retained 
■without  the  least  disquietude  or  uneasi- 
ness to  the  stomach  ;  and  I  am  informed 
by  Dr.  Rosseau,  that  in  large  doses  it 
does  not  purge." — Phil.  Journal  of  Med. 
Sciences, 

See  an  article  in  this  Journal,  Aug.  18th. 

OIL  OF  BLACK  PEPPER. 

This  is  a  much  more  active  preparation 
of  Piperine.  One  drop  is  fully  equal  to 
six  grains  of  the  latter.  It  is  a  valuable 
adjunct  to  Quinine.  One  or  two  drops, 
added  to  six  grains,  will  greatly  increase 
the  efficacy  of  that  medicine. 

For  sale  by  NATHAN  JARVIS,  188 
Washington  Street,  where  Physicians  will 
find  medicines  at  as  reasonable  terms  as 
aj  any  place  in  Boston. 

Aug.  25.  eoptf. 

LEECHES,  CHIRAYITA  HERB, 
&c. 

EBENEZER  WIGHT,  46  Milk  Street, 
has  made  such  arrangements  as  will 
enable  him  to  be  constantly  supplied 
with  the  genuine  Mrdicinal  Leech.  He 
has  now  on  hand  some  of  very  large  size, 
and  in  prime  order. 

Just  received,  by  late  arrivals,  a  few 
pounds  of  Chirayita  Herb^ — Concentrated 
Compound  Decoction  of  Sarsaparilla^ — 
Laurel  Water, — Silver  Wire  Tooth  Brush- 
es, from  the  manufactory  of  James  Prout, 
of  London. 

Also,  from  the  manufactor}''  of  Shep- 
herd, of  Ijondon,  the  following  variety  of 
Medicated  Lozenges^  viz.  : — Coltsfoot — 
Rhubarb — Soda — Tolu — Heartburn — Pa- 
regoric— Magnesia — Steel — Camomile — 
Nitre — Cayenne — Opium — Fruit—Ginger 

 Anniseed — Ipecacuanha — Lemon — 

Rose — Peppermint  and  Sulphur. 

Strict  personal  attention  paid  to 
Physicians^  prescriptions,  and  family  me- 
dicines. Oct.  6.  eop. 

MORBID  ANATOMY. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  just  re- 
ceived,— The  Morbid  Anatomy  of 
the  Stomach,  Bowels  and  Liver ;  illus- 
trated by  a  Series  of  Plates  from  Drawings 


after  Nature,  with  explanatory  letter 
press,  and  a  Summary  of  the  Symptoms 
of  the  Acute  and  Chronic  Affections  of  the 
above-named  Organs.  By  John  Arm- 
strong, M.D. 

The  above  work  will  be  completed  in 
six  numbers,  at  $  6,00  each.  Three 
numbers  are  already  published.  Sub- 
scriptions received  by  C.  &  H. 

Oct.  6.  2am3m 


A TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, byC.G.  HuFELAND,  Physician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  &c.,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  &  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 


CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  just  pub- 
lished,— The  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.   By  George  Combe. 

From  the  Preface  to  the  American  edition. 

"  Mr.  Combe's  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  many  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  Educa- 
tion. It  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  This  is  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  au- 
thor, and  the  whole  array  of  ail  his  illus- 
trations, have  it  always  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 

"The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  with  much 
advantage.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  or- 
der with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  health 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  dtc^y. — To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  com- 
munity." Sept.  8. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St,  cornor  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  cnnum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  tbrpe  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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HISTORY  OP  PANACEAS  AND  NOS- 
TRUMS. 

A  NOSTRUM  is  commonly  a  specific 
for  one  disease  or  a  panacea  for 
all,  and  its  virtues  are  always  at- 
tested by  the  most  solemn  facts. 
It  promises  to  preserve  health 
without  breach,  or  to  extend  life 
without  limit.  The  chief  excep- 
tion to  these  merits  is,  that  disease 
and  death  are  still  brought  into  the 
world,  and  that  nostrum-takers 
have  hitherto  forborne  to  attain  to 
the  longevity  of  Methusalem. 
These  magnificent  pretensions  have 
been  assigned  to  agents  of  every 
quality  in  nature,  fiom  the  insipi- 
dity of  cold  water  to  the  hot  pun- 
gent intensity  of  mustard  seed. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First, 
the  universal  virtues  of  the  magne- 
tical  caps  were  set  forth  in  a  ''Com- 
pendious Declaration,"  by  John 
Evans,  Rector  of  Lyttleton-upon- 
Severn,  who  made  them  himself  of 
antimony,  and  sold  them  in  Mar- 
tin's-lane.  Like  the  Rev.  Caleb 
Carrington,  present  vicar  of  Berke- 
ley, and  inventor  of  the  "  Life 
Pills,"  he  combined  the  vender  of 
a  nostrum  for  the  preservation  of 
the  body,  with  the  holy  ofiices  of 
the  priest  for  the  salvation  of  the 
soul.  The  preamble  to  a  quack 
advertisement,  of  the  same  centu- 
ry, prefers  this  curious  compliment 
to  the  English  :— "  Whereas  the 
people  of  P^lngland,  through  the 
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moistness  and  mutability  of  their 
2i\v,  foulness  of  diet,  and  disposition 
to  excessive  drinking,  are  subject 
to  rheumatisms,  &c."  Guester's 
"  Practical  Piety"  might  have 
been  expected  in  an  age  when  Praise 
God  Barebones  and  the  saints  of 
1641, — like  the  spiritual  Quixote 
of  the  Select  Cushion,  and  the 
Evangelicals  of  our  own  times, — 
deafened  the  air  with  clamors  for 
Hudibrastic  devotion. 

The  warming  stones  of  the  same 
epoch,  more  modest  in  their  pre- 
tensions, claimed  the  curing  of  all 
agues,  colds,  deafness  and  tooth- 
ach. 

The  reign  of  Charles  the  Second 
abounded  with  quackery.  The 
witty  libertine,  Rochester,  who 
had  studied  physic  in  his  youth, 
spoke  a  very  humorous  address  to 
the  mob  in  the  character  of  a 
stage  quack,  which  is  still  pre- 
served in  his  works. — In  1734, 
J'Va7'd^s  pills  acquired  great  repute. 
The  able  exposures  of  Dr.  Turner 
exhibited,  by  facts  and  reasonings, 
"  the  murderous  effects  of  violent 
vomiting  and  purging,  in  all  cases 
and  constitutions,"  of  which  they 
were  productive.  The  basis  was 
tartar  emetic  ;  a  remedy  of  the 
highest  value  when  given  with  dis- 
crimination. This  nostrum  was  a 
revival  of  the  pills  of  a  Dr.  Rus- 
sell, of  Hoi  born,  who  first  sold 
them  at  one  shilling  a  jjiece,  a 
much  greater  price  than  is  given 
now  for  any  patent  medicine,  when 
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the  value  of  money  is  less.  Ward 
maintained  the  reoutahVn  his 
nostrums  by  the  common  practice 
of  ail  ciiremo  igers  and  quacko, — 
puffing  the  one  case  in  which  tliey 
had  done  good^  out  of  the  ten  in 
which  they  had  caused  ike  most 
serious  mischief.  His  brother  first 
tried  them  on  dogs  in  the  Fleet, 
and  of  several  dog-patients,  one 
only  recovered.  Ward  contended 
for  the  undeniable  proof  of  twelve 
years  success  with  them,  professed 
experience  being  always  the  pretext 
with  this  class  of  persons^  and  as- 
cribed the  decrease  in  the  bills  of 
mortality  to  the  amount  of  3171 
persons,  after  the  great  mortality 
of  1734,  to  his  pills  and  drops. 
But  the  Grub-street  Journal,  a 
weekly  paper,  habituated  to  the 
exposure  of  the  quackery,  promul- 
gnted  his  failures,  and  declared 
that  Ward's      sugar  plums"  had 

worked  so  furiously,"  that  they 
had  destroyed  many  infant  child- 
ren,"— a  coiomon  effect  of  emetic 
tartar  on  infant  constitutions, — and 
done  e\eci!t)on  in  every  part  of  the 
great  city  of  London,  and  made 
great  havoc  among  adults,  until 
they  roere  analysed. 

The  efficacy  of  nostrums  gene- 
rally ceases  with  the  exposure  of 
their  composition.  The  country 
is  much  indebted  to  Paris,  for 
having,  in  his  Pharmacologia,  pub- 
lished analyses  of  the  nostrums  of 
the  present  day. — A  young  woman, 
who  had  taken  Ward's  pills  for 
three  days,  "  fell  to  screaming, 
and  crying  out  of  intolerable  pain 
in  her  stomach  and  intestines,  de- 
claring the  pills  had  killed  her,  and 
died  the  day  following."  Swiit, 
then  in  the  vale  of  years,  but  in 
full  repute,  as  "  the  wittiest  man 
in  Europe,"  thiew  his  trinmphatit 
ridicule  into  tiie  contest,  in  a  paro- 
dy of  War,rs  advertisement  of  his 


worm  pas'e,  in  wdiich,  of  course, 
Ward  had  endeavored  to  prove 
worms  to  be  an  universal  disease. 
But  another  maintained  that  "  the 
abilities  of  the  great  quack  were 
too  well  known  to  be  blasted  by  a 
slanderous  [)en  ;  that  his  killing 
with  one  drop  proved  him  to  be  a 
greater  artist  ;  and  that  quacks,  in 
populous  states,  if  great  ones, 
should  always  be  chartered." 
Ward  excited,  indeed,  amch  hu- 
mor and  squibbling,  often  of  a  po- 
litical mixture,  masked  under  his 
name,  and  Pope  d  not  disdain  to 
exert  his  powers  against  this  popu- 
lar fraud  and  imposture. 

The  Abbe  Bayeux,  about  1730, 
gave  celebrity  to  hot  ivater  in  all 
diseases,  and  cured  "  dropsies, 
asthmas,  colics,  and  other  bad 
complaints,"  after  all  the  physi- 
cians had  condemned  them,"  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  an  English- 
man^ who,  after  "  spending  an 
income  upon  bark  and  advice,  re- 
covered after  goin«  to  France  to 
have  his  throat  tickled  with  a  fea- 
ther, and  drink  hot  water."  Of 
course,  he  imputed  nothing  to  tra- 
vel, change  of  air  and  scene,  and 
the  encouragement  of  hope,  which 
dispose  the  constitution  to  recove- 
ry ;  and,  in  fact,  constitute  almost 
the  sole  efficacy  of  watering  places. 

Previously,  in  1723,  John  Smith, 
C.  M.,  and  Ralph  Thoresby,F.R. 
S.,  and  John  Hancock,  Rector  of 
St.  Margaret's  Lothbury,  London, 
Prebendary  of  Canterbury,  and 
Chaplain  to  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Bedford,  had  published  two  es- 
says on  "  The  Curiosities  of  Com- 
mon-water," and  "  Common-water 
(he  best  Cure  for  Fevers."  These 
tracts,  and  several  others  o  i  the 
subject,  ran  through  four  and  even 
six  editions.    Smith  declared  that 

forty- four  years'  experience," — 
for  facts  and  experience  are  never 
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wantinf!^  in  these  concerns, — "  had 
confirmed  the  stupendous  effects 
thereof  ;"  and  that  it  might  truly 
be  styled  "  an  universal  remedy, 
since  the  diseases  it  either  prevents 
or  cures  may  have  this  remedy 
applied  to  all  persons,  and  in  all 
places  where  men  do  inhabit." 
But  Hancock,  the  other  doctor 
divine,  candidly  confessed  "  that  it 
was  a  little  out  of  his  way  to  write 
on  physic,  but  that  he  was  not  the 
first  man  who  had  ivrit  a  book  of  a 
subject  he  knew  little  0/  (p.  100)." 
In  consequence  of  these  clerical 
essays  on  physic,  "  the  whole  na- 
tion run  a  madding  after  cold  wa- 
ter in  every  temper,"  till  at  last, 
up  starts  a  merry  fellow,  by  the 
name  of  Gabriel  John,  who  exposed 
the  water-doctors  in  such  a  ludi- 
crous b  it  witty  manner,  that  from 
that  time  the  custom  dwindled  and 
grew  out  of  use. 

Quicksilver^  which  had  been 
prescribed  by  Sir  John  Nicholas 
Butler,  a  very  eminent  physician 
in  James  the  Second's  reign,  and 
had  cured  ^'a  lunatic  and  a  swal- 
lower  of  worsted  and  other  trash," 
next  came  into  general  favor  about 
1730:  but  the  history  of  this 
quackery  must  be  reserved^  for 
another  number. 


II. 

PHENOMENA  CONNECTED  WITH  RESPI- 
RATION. 

The  force  of  a  healthy  chest's 
action  in  blowing  is  equal  to  about 
one  pound  on  the  inch  of  its  surface; 
that  is  to  say,  the  chest  can  con- 
dense its  contained  air  with  that 
force,  and  can  therefore  blow 
through  a  tube  the  mouth  of  which 
is  two  feet  under  the  surface  of 
the  water.  In  sucking  or  draw- 
ing in  air,  the  powder  is  neai  ly  the 


same. — In  both  these  actions,  it 
is  possible  to  use  the  cavity  of 
the  mouth  separately  from  that 
of  the  chest;  and  the  mouth  being 
smaller,  with  stronger  muscles 
about  it  in  proportion  to  its  size, 
it  can  act  more  strongly.  Some 
men  can  suck  with  the  mouth  so 
as  to  make  nearly  a  perfect  va- 
cuum, or  to  lift  water  nearly 
thirty  feet.  In  using  the  blow- 
pipe, an  expert  operator  can  keep 
up  an  uninterrupted  blast  by  shut- 
ting the  mouth  behind  while  he 
inhales,  and  replenishing  it  as  is 
required  in  the  intervals. 

In  coughing^  the  glottis,  or  top 
of  the  windpipe,  by  a  curious 
sympathy  of  parts,  is  first  closed 
for  an  instant,  during  which  the 
chest  is  compressing  and  condens- 
ing its  contained  air,  and  on  being 
then  opened,  a  slight  explosion, 
as  it  were,  of  the  compressed  air 
takes  place,  and  blows  out  any 
irritating  matter  that  may  be  in 
the  air-passages;  just  as  the  burst 
from  the  chamber  of  an  air-gun 
discharges  its  bullet. — This  shut- 
ting of  the  glottis  to  allow  the 
compression  of  the  air,  and  its 
subsequent  opening  to  allow  the 
discharge,  may  occur  at  very  mi- 
nute intervals,  and  many  times 
for  one  fill  of  the  chest,  as  is  in- 
stanced in  hooping  cough. — The 
action  of  cough  is  often  produced 
by  irritation  from  a  cause  which 
cannot  be  removed  by  cough,  as 
inflammation  of  the  chest  or  tu- 
bercles ;  or  even  by  irritation  in 
a  distant  part,  as  when  children 
are  teething,  or  when  the  stomach 
is  overloaded. 

Sneezing  is  a  phenomenon  re- 
sembling cough,  only  the  chest 
empties  itself  with  great  violence 
at  one  throe,  and  chiefly  through 
the  nose,  instead  of  through  the 
mouth,  as  in  coughinc,-.    The  irri- 
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tation  tliat  produces  sneezing  is 
generaiiy  in  the  nose  ;  but  as  in 
the  case  of  cough,  sneezing  may 
occur  from  distant  sympathies  ; — 
witness  that  from  worms  in  the 
bowels. 

Laughing  consists  of  quickly 
repeated  expulsions  of  air  from 
the  chest,  the  voice  being  heard 
with  them  ;  but  there  is  never 
.  complete  closure  of  the  entrance 
to  the  windpipe,  as  in  coughing. 

Crying  differs  from  laughing 
almost  only  in  the  circumstance 
of  the  intervals  between  the  gusts 
of  air  being  longer.  Children 
laugh  and  cry  in  the  same  breath, 
and  it  is  often  difficult  to  mark 
the  moment  of  change. 

Hiccough  is  the  sudden  stopping 
of  a  strong  inspiration  at  its  com- 
mencement. 

In  straining  to  lift  weights,  or 
to  make  any  powerful  elFort,  the 
air  is  shut  up  in  the  lungs,  that 
there  may  be  steadiness  and  firm- 
ness of  the  person.  At  such  a 
time,  by  the  compression  and  con- 
densation of  air  around  the  heart 
and  large  bloodvessels,  the  blood 
is  determined  violently  outwards 
from  the  chest,  and  often  rises  to 
the  head,  with  force  that  pro- 
duces giddiness,  or  even  apoplexy ; 
— the  eye  will  become  suddenly 
bloodshot,  from  a  small  vessel 
giving  way  during  straining  ;  and 
leech-bites  will  break  out  afresh. 
— The  force  of  this  pressure  out- 
wards is  measured,  as  already 
stated,  by  a  column  of  about  two 
feet  of  blood  ;  and  tliis  is  there- 
fore the  measure  of  the  additional 
arterial  and  venous  tension  in  the 
body  generally. 

Suffocation  is  the  name  given 
to  wiiat  happens  when  the  supply 
of  air  to  the  lungs  is  in  any  way 
prevented.  The  blood,  not  then 
refreshed  by  the  approach  of  the 


air,  rises  to  the  brain  unfit  for  its 
purpose,  and  confusion  of  thought 
is  immediately  produced,  soon 
followed  by  convulsion  and  death. 

When  that  happens  from  me- 
chanical obstruction  at  the  narrow 
entrance  of  the  windpipe,  as  in 
croup,  by  the  tenacious  films 
thrown  off  from  the  inflamed  lin- 
ing of  the  air-passages,  life  may 
be  saved  by  making  a  new  en- 
trance for  air  through  the  wind- 
pipe lower  down  in  the  neck,  and 
keeping  it  free  by  a  little  tube 
inserted,  until  the  obstruction 
above  be  removed. — Where 
children  die  with  croup,  it  is  fre- 
quently not  from  the  violence  of 
the  constitutional  disease,  but 
from  detached  films  thus  acci- 
dentally sticking  in  the  narrow 
entrance  of  the  air-passage. 

In  the  cases  of  strangling  and 
hanging,  the  tight  binding  of  the 
rope  or  ligature  crushes  inwards 
the  cartilaginous  rings  of  the 
windpipe,  and  shuts  the  air-pas- 
sage. It  may  also  cause  apo- 
plexy, by  airesting  the  passage 
of  blood  to  and  from  the  head  ; 
and  there  may  be  dislocation  of 
the  cervical  vertebras  of  the 
spine. 

In  drownings  communication 
with  the  atmos[)here  is  cut  off  al- 
together by  the  supernatant  wa- 
ter, and  if  the  chest  then  expands, 
it  can  receive  water  only,  instead 
of  air.  The  nerves  and  muscles, 
however,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
windpipe,  being  exceedingly  irri- 
table, are  excited  by  the  contact 
of  any  unusual  matter,  and  for  a 
considerable  time  shut  the  pas- 
sage against  the  intruding  liquid. 
It  is  partly  on  this  account  that, 
after  immersion  in  water  and  ap- 
parent death,  when  the  body  is 
recovered  within  a  moderate 
time,  the  life  is  often  preserved. 
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III. 

HISTORY  OF  A   CASE  OF  VERMINOUS 
DISEASE. 

By  Benjamin  S.  Brown,  M.D.,  of  Logan 
County,  Ohio. 

On  Sunday  evening,  the  29th  of 
March,  1829,  I  was  called  to  see 
the  infant  son  of  Mr.  I.  C,  aged 
about  four  years.  I  was  inforai- 
ed  by  the  parents,  that  it  had 
been  suddenly  attacked,  a  day  or 
two  previous,  with  severe  griping 
pains  of  the  bowels,  resembling 
spasmodic  colic  ;  that  its  agony 
was  very  soon  so  great,  that  they 
apprehended  it  would  go  into  tits; 
that  they  gave  it  a  teaspoonful  of 
spirit  of  turpentine,  which  afford- 
ed almost  instantaneous  relief; 
that  after!  a  short  time  they  ad- 
ministered a  dose  of  castor  oil, 
which  produced  a  few  motions 
from  its  bowels,  and  brought 
away  a  few  worms  {lumbricoides.) 
On  examination,  I  found  the  ab- 
domen much  tumefied  and  very 
tender  on  pressure  :  several  hard 
lumps  or  knots  could  be  distinctly 
felt  in  many  parts,  particularly 
along  the  course  of  the  arch  of 
the  colon,  and  near  the  umbilicus; 
which  regions  especially  were 
sore  and  painful  on  pressure. 
The  pulse  was  about  60  in  a  mi- 
nute, quick,  somewhat  depressed, 
but  regular.  The  tongue  had 
rather  a  white,  smooth,  slimy 
appearance  ;  breath  of  a  pecu- 
liar, disagreeable  odor  ;  the 
breathing  was  nearly  natural;  had 
no  appetite  since  taking  the  oil, 
though  I  was  told  it  had  been 
very  voracious  for  some  months 
before,  causing  it  to  eat  as  much 
as  was  usual  for  two  or  three 
children  of  its  age.  The  com- 
plexion was  pale  and  sallow,  with 
an  anxious  unmeaning  expression 
of  countenance  :  the  lips  appear- 


ed to  be  swelled,  particularly  the 
upper  one. 

It  being  late  in  the  evening,  I 
gave  a  portion  of  calomel,  al)out 
eight  grains,  combined  with  a 
carminative.  On  the  morning  of 
the  30th,  no  operation  of  the  ca- 
lomel having  taken  place,  I  made 
a  decoction  of  spigelia  and  senna, 
and  directed  them  to  give  it  at 
short  intervals,  so  that  he  should 
take  it  all  by  the  middle  of  the 
day,  at  which  time,  if  it  should 
not  have  operated  f'cely,  to  give 
another  portion  of  calomel,  com- 
bined with  jalap,  and  afterwards 
to  2:ive  a  small  dose  of  castor  oil, 
every  two  hours,  till  it  did  operate. 

On  Tuesday,  31st,  again  visit- 
ed my  paiient.  Had  taken  all 
the  medicine,  without  its  produc- 
ing any  operation.  Found  him 
very  restless  and  uneasy  :  the  tu- 
mefaction of  the  abdomen  was 
greater  than  before  ;  complained 
of  much  griping  pain  ;  started  and 
moaned  in  his  sleep  ;  in  short,  all 
the  symptoms  were  rather  aggra- 
vated. 1  made  use  of  a  strong 
solution  of  sulphate  of  soda,  in  a 
decoction  of  senna,  as  an  enema, 
throwing  up  between  half  a  pint 
and  a  pint  at  a  time  ;  this  was 
discharged  in  about  half  an  hour 
after  each  administration,  without 
producing  any  other  evacuation 
than  a  few  worms,  with  what 
was  thrown  up.  I  directed  a 
small  portion  of  calomel,  scam- 
mony  and  jalap  to  be  given  three 
or  four  times  in  the  day,  combin- 
ed with  a  carminative,  to  prevent 
the  griping,  as  well  as  its  rejec- 
tion by  vomiting :  the  eneraata 
were  to  be  continued  at  intervals 
of  three  or  four  hours,  and  warm 
emollient  fomentations  applied  to 
the  abdomen. 

Wednesday,  April  1st. — No 
evacuation,  and  what  was  thrown 
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in  by  injection  remained  rauch 
longer  than  heretofore.  The  pa- 
tient was  evidently  worse  ;  was 
much  debilitated,  with  great 
anxiety  of  countenance.  The 
breathing  was  hurried  and  labo- 
rious ;  pulse  frequent,  small  and 
feeble  ;  tongue  white,  dry  and 
sticky  ;  breath  extremely  foetid  ; 
and  the  tumefaction  and  soreness 
of  the  abdomen  much  increased. 
I  directed  the  enemata  to  be 
continued,  with  an  addition  of  ten 
or  twelve  griins  of  tartarized  an- 
timony, to  each  portion  thrown 
up  ;  a  powder  composed  of  four 
grains  of  calomel,  four  of  scam- 
mony,  and  five  of  jalap,  to  be  giv- 
en every  two  hours  until  eight 
were  taken  ;  then  to  give  a  small 
portion  of  castor  oil  at  the  same 
intervals,  and,  besides,  to  drink 
of  a  decoction  of  spigelia  and  sen- 
na, through  the  day.  A  large 
blister  was  laid  over  the  front 
part  of  the  abdomen,  in  order  to 
allay,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
irritation  within,  and  to  prevent 
the  inflammation  which,  from  the 
extreme  soreness,  I  feared  might 
take  place. 

Thursday,  April  2d. — Not  much 
alteration  since  yesterday.  The 
blister  had  drawn  well,  and  he 
had  been  more  composed,  had 
slept  quietly  for  several  hours, 
as  soon  as  the  blister  had  drawn. 
The  enemata  had  no  better  ef- 
fect than  before.  1  directed  the 
same  course  to  be  continued,  the 
same  number  of  the  cathartic 
powders  to  be  given,  as  yesterday, 
and  the  castor  oil  afterwards.  In- 
creased the  quantity  of  tartarized 
antimony  in  each  injection  to  fif- 
teen or  eighteen  grains,  and  the 
patient  to  be  put  in  the  wai-m 
bath  two  or  three  times  in  the 
course  of  the  day. 

Friday,  3d. — No  alteration  ex- 


cept for  the  worse.  The  injec- 
tions, notwithstanding  the  increas- 
ed quantity  of  tartarized  antimo- 
ny, had  remained  much  longer 
than  heretofore  ;  they  would  oc- 
casionally bring  away  a  worm  or 
two,  without  producing  any  other 
cathartic  effect.  The  little  pa- 
tient appeared  to  be  fast  sinking 
into  the  arms  of  death  :  a  very 
feeble  and  frequent  pulse  ;  list- 
lessness  and  insensibility  ;  great 
debility  ;  tongue  moist,  while  and 
slimy  ;  considerably  comatose  ; 
distension  of  the  al)don]en  about 
the  same,  but  the  soreness  was 
less  than  before  the  blister  was 
applied.  I  directed  a  pretty  free 
use  of  brandy  or  wine,  mixed  with 
water.  Made  a  trial  of  the  to- 
bacco injection;  it  was  discharged 
immediately,  without  bringing 
away  anything  more  than  was 
thrown  up.  I  began  to  despair 
of  effecting  anything  by  the  use 
of  injections,  or  indeed  of  strong 
cathaitic  medicines,  as  there  had 
already  been  so  much  taken  with- 
out producing  any  evacuation.  I 
however  directed  the  warm  bath, 
and  in  consequence  of  his  debility, 
I  had  it  applied  by  means  of  a 
blanket  wrung  out  of  hot  water  ; 
the  patient  being  stripped  and 
wrapped  in  it,  as  warm  as  he 
could  conveniently  bear  it.  I  also 
advised  a  pretty  free  use  of  wine 
and  water,  and  a  small  dose  of 
castor  oil,  to  be  taken  every  two, 
three  or  four  hours. 

Saturday,  4th. — I  was  much 
gratified,  on  visiting  my  patient, 
to  find  that  the  medicine  had  be- 
gun to  operate.  The  first  motion 
from  its  bowels  brought  away  a 
convoluted  knot  or  roll  of  worms, 
which  consisted  of  seventy  innurn- 
ber,  mixed  with  a  large  quantity 
of  dark-colored,  slimy,  feculent 
matter,  of  a  very  disagreeable, 
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foetid  odor.  The  medicine  con- 
tinued to  operate  throughoist  the 
day,  and  indeed  for  several  days. 
The  stools  were  pretty  much  of 
the  same  nature,  and  mixed  with 
the  same  kind  of  worms,  viz., 
lumbricoides,  from  four  to  eight  or 
nine  inches  in  length.  They  were 
nearly  or  quite  all  dead, .and  many 
of  them  pretty  far  advanced  to- 
wards a  state  of  putrefaction,  in- 
dicating that  they  had  been  dead 
for  several  days.  The  number 
discharged  was  so  great,  as  to  in- 
duce the  parents  to  count  them. 
In  the  three  first  days,  the  num- 
ber discharged  was  about  four 
hundred,  and  during  the  week, 
five  hundred  and  fifty-two,  all  of 
the  above  size. 

Almost  as  soon  as  the  medicine 
operated,  the  child  had  a  good 
appetite,  which  it  was  found  ne- 
cessary rather  to  restrain  than 
encourage.  It  advanced  rapidly 
in  strength,  and  was  in  a  short 
time  restored  to  its  former  health 
and  spirits. 

On  reflection  upon  the  case,  I 
am  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  a 
principal  reason  of  the  obstinate 
constipation,  was  merely  a  me- 
chanical obstruction  of  the  intes- 
tines by  the  knots  or  rolls  of 
worms  which  they  contained  ;  for 
as  soon  as  the  first  large  roll  was 
discharged  (which  was  of  itself 
quite  sufficient  completely  to  ob- 
struct any  part  of  the  alimentary 
canal),  the  cathartic  effect  of  the 
medicine  appeared  to  go  on  very 
naturally.  The  indurations,  which 
could  be  felt  in  the  abdomen  along 
the  course  of  the  colon,  I  have  no 
doubt  were  of  this  nature,  from 
the  circumstance  of  their  fre- 
quently changing  their  positions, 
and  entirely  disappearing  imme- 
diately on  the  operation  of  the 
cathartic  medicine. 


The  whole  amount  of  medicine 
which  the  patient  took  during  the 
week,  before  it  operated,  w\is 
about  100  grains  of  calomel,  75 
of  scamaiony,  75  of  jalap,  and  2 
pints  of  decoction  cf  spigelia  and 
senna,  besides  a  large  quantity  of 
oil  and  epscm  salts,  given  by  the 
mouth,  and  an  incredible  quantity 
of  senna,  salts,  and  tartarized  an- 
timony.—  Western  Journal. 


IV. 

HEMIPLEGIA. 

Employment  of  Strychnia. 

James  Jevojns,  set.  10,  came  into 
the  Worcester  Infirmary  May 
30th.  Has  partial  paralysis  of 
the  right  side  ;  occasional  head- 
ach  ;  the  pupil  of  the  left  eye 
contracts  very  irregularly  ;  pain 
and  tenderness  in  the  hypogastri- 
um  :  intellect  much  imj)aired  ; 
memory  very  bad  ;  looks  idiotic  ; 
tongue,  when  projected  from  the 
mouth,  is  directed  towards  the 
paralytic  side  ;  bowels  costive  ; 
tongue  clean  ;  pulse  84,  weak. 
About  Christmas  last  had  a  fall 
from  a  cart,  and  received  a  se- 
vere wound  over  the  left  orbit, 
from  which  time  he  has  complain- 
ed of  occasional  headach.  Has 
had  symptoms  of  hemiplegia  for 
five  weeks  :  has  been  under  sur- 
gical care,  but  obtained  only  tem- 
porary relief. 

Applic.  hirud.  xii.  lateri  capitis  sinist. 
Sumt.  Haust.  Calhart.  3  i«  slatiin. 
et  repel,  post  horas  ires,  si  opus 
fuerit. 

June  2d. — Is  much  relieved  by 
the  application  of  the  leeches. 
Head  more  free  from  pain  ;  can 
raise  his  arm  with  moie  ease  ; 
walks  better  ;  pupil  of  the  left 
eye  contracts    more   regularly  ; 
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tongue  projected  frooi  the  mouth 
in  a  straighler  line  ;  can  move  it 
to  the  left  side  with  ease,  which 
he  could  not  do  before  ;  answers 
questions  more  reguh\rly. 

3d. — Rept.  Hirud.  Cras  ;  pers- 
tet  in  usu  haustus  cath.  omni  mane. 

5th. — Is  much  better  since  the 
application  of  the  leeches. 

7th. — Applic.  Emp.  Lyttse  la- 
teri  capitis  sinist.  postea.  Ung. 
Antim.  Tart,  ibidem. 

9th. — Can  use  his  extremities 
with  much  more  facility  ;  pupil 
of  the  left  eye  contracts  more 
naturally. 


14th.— Sumt.  Mistur.  Cathart. 
p.  r.  n. 

16th. — Opens  the  hand  much 
easier  ;  the  extremities  much 
less  paralytic. 

19th. — Siimt.    Strychniae,  gr. 
1-6  ter  ia  dies. 
24th. — Continues  to  improve. 

Rept.  Emp.  Lyttse  Capiti. 

July  7th. — Has  continued  to 
improve  under  the  use  of  the 
strychnine. 

Augeatur  Dosis  Strychniae  ad  gr.  1-3 
ter  die. — 31idland  Reporter. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


EPIDEMIC  IN  OHIO. 

In  the  July  No.  of  the  Western  Jour- 
nal is  contained  an  account  of  a  bi- 
lious remittent  fever,  which  prevail- 
ed in  and  near  Circleville,  Ohio, 
from  the  middle  of  August,  1828,  to 
the  middle  of  October.  The  prin- 
cipal remote  cause  appeared  to  be 
the  excavations  made  for  the  Ohio 
and  Erie  canal,  near  that  town  ;  and 
the  laborers  engaged  on  that  work 
were  the  principal  sufferers.  The 
disease  was  not  inclined  to  assume 
the  intermittent  type  ;  the  remissions 
themselves  were  mostly  of  short 
duration.  The  treatment  appears 
to  have  been  sufficiently  active.  The 
patient,  if  seen  within  the  first  few 
days,  was  bled  from  one  to  three 
pints.  After  this  the  use  of  calomel 
was  commenced,  in  doses  of  forty 
grains  every  eight  hours,  and  conti- 
nued two  or  three  days,  until  the 
bowels  were  freely  evacuated.  Two 
grain  doses  were  then  given  every 
two  hours,  until  salivation  took  place. 


This  mode  of  treatment  is  described 
as  uniformly  successful.  Death  ne- 
ver occurred  after  ptyalism  was  es- 
tablished. When  this  effect  had  re- 
sulted from  the  use  of  the  calomel, 
epispastics  were  applied  to  the  fore- 
head and  extremities.  If  applied 
earlier,  they  retarded  or  prevented 
the  ptyalism  ;  but  employed  after  the 
latter  was  established,  they  were 
found  very  useful  in  moderating  its 
violence.  The  latter  observation  is 
confirmed  in  a  note  by  the  editor  of 
the  Journal.  Blisters  applied  to  the 
nape  of  the  neck,  were  found  by  him 
very  efficacious  in  arresting  the  in- 
flammation of  the  mouth  and  throat, 
caused  by  the  use  of  calomel.  This 
would  seem  to  be  a  fact  of  consider- 
able interest. 


MESMERISM. 

Some  new  cases  of  the  employment 
of  this  agent  are  related  by  Mr.  Che- 
venix,  in  the  August  No.  of  the 
Med.  and  Phys.  Journal.    The  per- 
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sons  subjected  to  its  influence  were 
seven  in  number,  all  patients  in  a 
hospital.  On  the  first,  no  visible  ef- 
fect was  produced.  The  second,  af- 
ter being  mesmerized  a  few  minutes, 
fell  into  a  sleep,  from  which  he  was 
waked  with  some  difficulty.  The 
third  experienced  some  anomalous 
sensations  of  heat  and  cold  from  the 
application  of  a  pencil  case  to  his 
hand,  and  of  weight  and  stiffness 
from  a  piece  of  paper  placed  on  his 
sleeve  ;  these  sensations  correspond- 
ing to  the  will  of  the  mesmerizer, 
who  had  previously  informed  the  at- 
tendants that  he  anticipated  this  cor- 
respondence. The  fourth  patient 
was  put  asleep  in  ten  minutes.  The 
fifth,  a  nervous  woman,  slept  at  the 
end  of  twenty  minutes.  The  sixth 
required  but  three  minutes  to  have 
this  effect  produced,  and  then  re- 
mained motionless  for  half  an  hour. 
The  seventh  did  not  sleep,  but  closed 
his  eyes,  and  found  some  difficulty 
in  opening  them. — These  patients 
had  various  diseases,  but  no  benefit 
is  stated  to  have  been  derived  from 
the  treatment. 

We  confess  ourselves  to  have  been 
unable  to  obtain,  from  the  details  of 
the  above  experiments,  any  very  de- 
cisive notions  with  regard  to  the  ef- 
ficacy of  this  new  remedy.  Setting 
aside  the  idea  of  collusion,  to  which 
the  nature  of  the  results  seems  par- 
ticularly to  expose  them,  there  are 
various  circumstances  which  are  cal- 
culated to  diminish  their  apparent 
importance.  That  sleep  should  have 
occurred  within  two  or  three  minutes 
from  the  commencement  of  the  ex- 
periment, is  not  very  easily  explain- 
ed ;  but  its  occurrence  at  the  expira- 


tion of  twenty  minutes  is  far  from 
surprising.  In  fact,  one  of  the  pa- 
tients, when  asked  the  reason  of  his 
sleeping,  attributed  it  to  the  quiet- 
ness of  the  room,  and  the  motion  of 
the  hands  passing  before  his  eyes. 
It  is  also  remarked,  that  one  of  the 
number  who  made  an  effort  to  keep 
awake,  succeeded  without  any  diffi- 
culty. It  is  not  easy  to  set  limits  to 
the  operation  of  sympathy.  We 
doubt  whether  any  one  can  read 
Mr.  C.'s  experiments,  amusing  as 
they  certainly  are,  without  an  irre- 
sistible inclination  to  yawn  ;  we  cer- 
tainly experienced  this  ourselves; 
nor  did  we  feel  obliged  to  have  re- 
course to  mesmerism  for  an  explana- 
tion of  the  phenomenon. 

The  singular  sensations  produced 
in  some  of  the  patients  by  the  mere 
volition  of  the  mesmerist,  though  cu- 
rious, are  still  not  inexplicable.  It 
does  not  appear,  nor  do  we  see  how 
it  could  have  been  the  case,  that  Mr. 
C.  privately  communicated  to  those 
present  each  particular  volition,  be- 
fore he  produced  the  corresponding 
sensation.  The  degree  of  conformi- 
ty between  the  two  could  be  known 
only  to  himself,  and  with  the  best 
intention  he  might  be  deceived  on 
this  point,  so  that  whatever  was  the 
sensation  expressed,  it  might  appear 
to  him,  whether  truly  or  not,  to  be 
the  very  one  he  had  desired.  How 
these  varying  sensations  were  pro- 
duced by  the  same  article  repeated- 
ly applied,  we  cannot  say  ;  but  a 
touch  of  a  substance  which  neither 
felt  hot  nor  cold  in  reality,  might, 
unless  this  were  honestly  acknow- 
ledged, as  it  appears  to  have  been  in 
some  instances,  naturally  produce 
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somewhat  vacillating  opinions  in  re- 
gard to  its  temperature.  A  similar 
effort  to  feel  something,  where  no- 
thing was  to  be  fell,  might  have  pro- 
duced the  heavy  sensation  of  the  arm 
on  which  the  paper  was  placed,  and 
the  difficulty  of  rising  from  the  seat 
which  had  been  occupied  but  three 
minutes.  That  this  was  the  true  ex- 
planation we  will  not  assert;  but  the 
experiments  have  too  much  the  air 
of  jLJggling,  not  to  inspire  a  suspicion 
that  the  operator  wished  to  deceive 
others,  or  grossly  imposed  on  himself. 

In  the  London  Med.  and  Phys. 
Journal  for  Septeniber,  a  4th  article 
on  the  phenomena  of  this  new  agent 
is  published  by  Dr  Chevenix.  His 
success,  on  the  whole,  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  increased.  Two  fcniale 
patients  were  mesmerized  at  St. 
Oeorge^s  Hospital,  London,  but  with- 
out any  perceptible  effect.  The 
next  subjects  were  two  girls,  aged 
nineteen  and  sixteen,  who  had  both 
been  epileptic  from  childhood.  One 
of  them  was  repeatedly  operated  on 
at  Dr.  C.'s  house,  and  always  with 
the  effect  of  inducing  sleep  in  from 
three  to  five  minutes.  To  show  that 
the  sleep  was  not  feigned.  Dr.  C. 
separated  the  eyelids,  and  displayed 
to  the  bystanders  the  appearatjces  of 
the  pupils,  which  corresponded  to 
those  usually  observed  in  natural 
slumber.  An  epileptic  boy  was 
mesmerized;  and  an  effect  approach- 
ing to  sleep  produced  in  seven  mi- 
nutes. Some  other  experiments 
were  performed  at  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  in  presence  of  Mr.  Earle. 
One  was  on  an  epileptic  young  man, 
whose  fits  were  severe  and  frequent. 


No  effect  was  produced.  A  woman 
affected  with  vesical  disease  was  sub- 
mitted to  its  influence.  She  felt,  at 
the  end  of  five  minutes,  a  fluttering 
in  her  inside^  which  feeling  was  first 
removed,  and  then  renewed  at  the 
will  of  the  operator.  The  next  pa- 
tient was  a  woman  afflicted  with  iri- 
tis, for  which  she  had  been  bled 
largely,  and  had  underg  »ne  a  mer- 
curial course.  At  the  end  of  three 
minutes  she  had  an  attack  resembling 
hysteria,  from  which  she  was  reco- 
vered by  the  regular  process  of  de- 
mesmerizing.  The  operation  on  this 
patient  was  repeated  the  following 
day,  with  more  viulent  effects. 

The  remaining  case  related  by 
our  author,  and  which  we  have  re- 
served to  the  last  as  being  the  most 
remarkable,  was  that  of  a  patient  at 
the  Dublin  Hospital  of  Incurables. 
Six  patients  had  been  tried  at  this 
establishment  without  any  effect, 
when  a  woman  presented  herself  who 
for  two  years  had  not  been  able  to 
walk  without  the  aid  of  a  crutch. 
After  being  mesmerized  for  thirty 
minutes,  she  expressed  her  belief 
that  she  could  walk,  and  actually 
did  so,  to  the  no  small  astonishment 
of  the  bystanders.  The  cause  of 
her  previous  inability  is  not  precise- 
ly stated. 

An  apparent  omission,  both  in  the 
present  article,  and  in  those  which 
Mr.  Chevenix  has  before  presented 
to  the  public,  is,  that  they  contain  no 
precise  information  as  to  the  exter- 
nal movements  practised  by  the  mes- 
merist, or  what  may  be  called  the 
tactics  of  the  science.  So  fjir  as 
can  be  ascertained,  however,  these 
are  very  simple,  and  consist  in  little 
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more  than  the  slow  motion  of  the 
operator's  hands  before  tlie  patient. 
It  is  not  in  this,  however,  that  tlie 
virtue  of  mesmerism  is  supposed  to 
consist.  The  effects  produced  are 
considered  as  resulting  from  an  ac- 
tual correspondence  between  tlie 
mental  processes  of  the  mesmerist, 
and  the  physical  changes  produced 
in  the  patient  ;  in  other  words,  an 
effect  is  produced  on  the  disease  by 
the  volition  of  the  0|>erator.  Extra- 
vagant us  ih:s  idea  appears,  it  is  ex- 
pressed in  terms  in  some  of  the 
above  cases,  and  strongly  intimated 
in  others  ;  and  this  mode  of  explain- 
ing the  phenomena  is  certainly  more 
creditable  to  the  science,  than  to  at- 
tribute them  to  the  ridiculous  mum- 
mery with  which  its  votaries,  like 
the  conjurors  of  limes  past, condescend 
to  attract  the  admiration  of  the  vulgar. 

As  we  have  given  our  opinion  of 
mesmerism  in  a  former  paper,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  repeat  it  here  at 
length.  In  reviewing  these  new 
cases,  it  appears  that  in  a  very  small 
proportion  only  was  any  effect  pre- 
tended to  be  produced.  In  these, 
with  two  exceptions, one  consequence 
invariably  followed, — namely,  sleep, 
after  a  greater  or  less  length  of  time. 
The  probable  explanation  of  this, 
supposing  it  to  have  been  real,  we 
have  sugges'ed  in  our  former  re- 
marks ;  but  it  ap[)ears  that  in  one 
case,  at  least,  the  spectators  express- 
ed a  belief  that  the  sleep  was  a  feign- 
ed one.  The  occurrence  of  hysteria 
in  a  nervous  female,  who  probably 
supposed  herself  to  be  acted  on  by 
some  mysterious  and  powerful  asent, 
is  not  much  to  be  wondered  at  ;  in- 
deed it  is  more  surprising  that  it  did 


not  oftener  happen.  In  France,  we 
fire  told  convulsions  were  among 
the  most  frequent  phenomena  ;  and 
it  argues  somewhat  for  the  sang-froid 
of  the  English  patients,  that  their 
imaginations  were  so  little  wrought 
upon  by  the  solemnity  of  the  scene. 
There  are  probably  none,  ho  \  e  er, 
more  likely  to  go  through  an  experi- 
ment on  their  own  persons  with 
tranquillity,  than  the  denizens  of  the 
incurable  ward  of  a  hospital.  To 
obtain  such  a  certificate  of  exemp- 
tion, it  is  generally  necessary  to  have 
seen  some  service.  With  regard  to 
the  lady  who  so  suddenly  regained 
the  use  of  her  nether  extremities, 
the  account  would  be  more  satisf^ic- 
tory  if  the  prec  se  na  re  of  her  case 
was  related.  We  are  lold  that  it 
was  a  case  of  vomiting  caused  b  an 
injury,  and  that  she  could,  with  her 
crutch,  just  walk  from  her  bed  to  the 
fireside  in  her  own  ward.  Whether 
the  lameness  proceeded  from  the  pa- 
ralysis, contraction,  or  loss  of  the 
limb,  does  not  appear  ;  but  if  a  cure 
was  actually  effected,  it  must  have 
been  in  consequence  of  her  unusual 
faith  in  the  remedy,  and  must  be 
classed  with  the  wonders  of  acu- 
puncturation,  and  of  other  mysteries 
which  have  preceded  this  in  its  march 
to  oblivion.  Should  we  herir  from 
Mr.  Chevenix  again,  we  shall  keep 
our  readers  informed  of  his  progress. 


TETANUS  CURED  BY  CALOMEL. 

We  notice,  in  the  London  Med.  and 
Phys.  Journal,  a  case  of  traumatic 
tetanus  treated  successfully  with 
Subm.  flyd.  The  amount  given  is 
not  mentioneid,  but  it  was  continued 
at  intervals  for  four  days,  when  the 


588 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


mouth  became  sore  ;  and  from  this 
time  the  case  did  well.  The  medi- 
cine given  was  combined  with  Opi- 
um and  Ant.  Tart.,  but  the  quantity 
of  these  was  inconsiderable.  Cold 
atfusion  was  tried  on  the  third  day, 
but  without  benefit. 


NEW  OPERATrON  FOR  ANEURISM. 

It  appears  by  accounts  published  in 
the  journals,  that  six  cases  of  aneu- 
rism have  been  treated  on  the  prin- 
ciple recommended  by  Mr.  Wardrop, 
of  making  the  ligature  beyond  the 
seat  of  the  disease.  In  two  of  these, 
Mr.  W.  himself  tied  the  carotid  be- 
;yond  an  aneurism  ;  in  a  third,  Mr. 
Lambert  ;  and  in  a  fourth.  Dr.  Bush, 
of  New  York,  performed  the  same 
operation.  Mr.  Wardrop  also  tied 
the  subclavian  for  aneurism  of  the 
jnnominata  ;  and  a  Mr.  Evans,  of 
Derbyshire,  treated  a  disease  of  the 
same  vessel  by  ligature  of  the  caro- 
tid. Mr.  Wardrop^s  second  patient, 
and  the  subject  of  Mr.  L.ambert's 
operation,  both  died  ;  the  other  four 
are  stated  to  have  recovered.  The 
rationale  of  the  operation  is  suffi- 
ciently simple.  Its  object,  in  com- 
mon with  that  of  the  usual  practice, 
is  to  arrest  the  circulation  in  the  ar- 
tery, and  to  render  impervious  that 
portion  of  the  vessel  comprehended 
between  the  ligature  and  the  nearest 
branch  sent  off  between  it  and  the 
heart.  Of  course,  the  new  operation 
is  only  applicable  to  those  cases  in 
which  the  ligature  can  be  made  be- 
yond the  tumor,  so  as  to  iiave  no 
branches  given  off  from  the  inter- 
cepted portion.  If  atiy  branch  exist 
in  this  situation,  the  circulation  will 
still  flow  into  it  through  tiie  tumor, 
and  the  end  of  the  operation  be  de- 


feated. According  to  this  view, 
there  are  but  few  arteries  which  are 
favorable  to  the  operation, — those, 
e.  g.,  which,  like  the  carotid,  are  for 
a  great  extent  free  from  branches. 
Indeed,  its  advocates  seem  to  con- 
cede that  this  mode  of  operating  is 
not  to  be  preferred  to  the  other,  but 
only  to  be  resorted  to  in  cases  when 
that  is  rendered  impracticable  by  the 
situation  of  the  tumor. 


HUMAN  COMBUSTION. 

In  a  Memoir  presented  to  the  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences  at  Paris,  M.  Julia 
de  Fontanelle  has  furnished  an  ac- 
count of  fifteen  cases  of  spontaneous 
human  combustion,  the  occurrence 
of  which  seems  to  be  supported  by 
respectable  testimony.  He  consi- 
ders this  combustion  to  depend  on  a 
very  advanced  and  putrid  degenera- 
tion of  the  system,  which  suddenly 
produces  very  combustible  sub- 
stances, at  the  expense  of  the  mus- 
cular fibre,  &c.  This  degeneration 
is  considered  as  presenting  a  perfect 
analogy  with  vegetable  putrid  fer- 
mentation and  putrefaction.  The 
putrefaction  of  vegetables  is  known 
to  occasion  the  development  of  so 
much  heat  as  sometimes  to  cause 
their  inflammation. 

That  human  combustion  does  not 
depend  on  the  combination  with  at- 
mospheric oxygen,  appears  probable 
for  three  reasons  : — 1.  There  is  not 
sufficient  heat  evolved.  2.  There  is 
not  the  production  of  a  charcoal  re- 
quiring a  high  heat  for  its  incineration. 
3.  There  are  no  ammoniacal  pro- 
ducts. The  effects,  therefore,  ap- 
pear to  depend  on  a  new  arrange- 
ment of  the  elements  existing  in  the 
body  itself. 
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BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  27,  1829. 


PANACEAS. 

In  our  first  pages  will  be  found  some 
account  of  the  earlier  nostrums  by 
which  the  credulity  of  the  vulgar  has 
been  imposed  on.  A  series  of  num- 
bers on  the  history  of  Panaceas  and 
Nostrums  is  publishing  in  an  Eng- 
lish periodical,  and  as  we  have 
availed  ourselves  of  extracts  from 
the  first  paper,  so  we  propose  to  of- 
fer our  readers  such  parts  of  the  suc- 
ceeding ones  as  are  deemed  interest- 
ing to  the  profession.  Perhaps  no 
country  on  the  face  of  the  globe  so 
abounds  with  impositions  of  this  de- 
scription, as  our  own.  But  take  up 
any  newspaper  which  may  chance 
to  be  before  you,  reader,  and  count 
the  different  nostrums  there  adver- 
tised, and  you  may  form  some  idea 
of  the  amount  offered  for  sale  in  the 
whole  country.  A  history  of  ihose  Ame- 
rican Panaceas  and  Nostrums  which 
have,  since  the  existence  of  the  repub- 
lic, risen  into  notice  and  been  discard- 
ed, would  be  a  subject,  if  not  too 
copious,  on  which  the  pen  of  some 
member  of  the  profession  might  be 
well  employed. 

The  great  number  of  such  medi- 
cines, which  have  had  their  day  in 
this  country,  is  in  one  view  cre- 
ditable to  the  people.  If  they  have 
been  at  all  times  (juick  to  embrace 
any  new  remedy  for  a  disease  which 
it  pretends,  by  specious  certificates, 
to  have  invariably  cured,  it  must  be 
attributed  to  a  weakness  more  or 
less  common  to  all  men  of  whatever 
age  or  nation.  But  the  most  intelli- 
gent will  soonest  find  out  the  impo- 


siti  )P,  and  thus  will  the  succession 
b(?  most  ra  d  wi  ere  ihere  is  least 
ignorance,  and  most  discriaiinatioa' 
and  judgment. 

The  great  evils,  however,  imme- 
diately induced  by  quack  me  iicines^ 
have  fallen  with  a  proportional  u  eight 
on  the  people  of  these  S  ates.  These 
evils  are,  an  i  n^ece.s^ary  and  waste- 
ful expendi  ure  of  money,  and  of 
health,  and,  we  may  also  add,  of  life.. 
The  physical  suffering  produced  by 
this  class  (  f  medicines  is  well  known 
to  most  practitioners,  for  few,  if  any, 
have  not  been  often  called  to  repair 
the  ravages  they  have  produced  on 
the  human  constitution. — The  amount 
of  money  thus  foolishly  lavished  is 
immense.  In  this  Commonwealtli 
alone,  the  sums  paid  for  quack  medi- 
cines, in  a  single  year,  form  a  total 
of  astonishing  magnitude. 

We  can  adduce  but  few  facts  on 
this  topic,  to  be  sure,  for  they  are, 
in  their  nature,  difficult  to  get  at. 
We  can  say,  however,  that  a  Station^ 
er,  of  whom  we  are  in  the  habit  of 
purchasing  our  paper,  pays  his  rent, 
of  about  700  dollars  per  annum,  by 
the  net  profits  he  gets  on  the  sale  of 
a  single  nostrum,  and  that  an  article 
of  comparatively  little  note,  and  sold 
in  small  ounce  phials.  What  then 
is  the  amount  which  must  be  paid 
for  this  nostrum,  in  order  to  afford 
such  net  profits  to  a  single  agent  ! 
What  is  the  probable  amount  paid 
for  this  same  medicine,  to  regular 
Apothecaries- and  professed  dealers 
in  such  articles  over  the  whole  city, 
and  throughout  the  Commonwealth  ! 
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If  this  little  phiiil  of  drops  draws 
forth  from  the  purses  of  the  people 
such  enormous  sums,  what  must  be 
the  amount  paid  for  other,  larger, 
and  more  noted  nostrums;  and  what 
the  sum  total  annually  expended  for 
all  the  numerous  articles  of  this  de- 
scription, with  the  advertisements  of 
which  our  newspapers  are  crowded  ! 


CHIRAYITA  HERB. 

Letter  to  the  Editors  of  the  Gazette 
of  Health  on  the  Virtues  of  this 
Medicine. 

Gentlemen, — It  has  long  been  a 
matter  of  surprise  to  me  that  the 
lierb  Chirai/ita,  which  has  been 
held,  from  time  immemorial,  ir>  great 
estimation  by  the  natives  of  Bengal 
and  the  European  residents,  espe- 
cially the  medical  officers,  as  a  pow- 
erful deobstruent  and  stomachic  me- 
dicine, should  not  have  been  intro- 
duced into  the  practice  of  this  coun- 
try, especially  as  the  variety  of  indi- 
gestion for  which  it  is  considered  a 
specific  (accompanied  with,  and  pro- 
bably dependent  on,  indolent  or 
overloaded  state  of  the  liver)  is  as 
prevalent  in  tiiis  country  as  in  the 
East  Indies.  It  is  said  the  effects  of 
the  chirayita  are  not,  like  stomach- 
ics in  general  use,  confined  to  the 
stomach,  but  extended  to  the  abdo- 
minal viscera,  particularly  the  liver, 
which  it  deterges,  or,  as  Dr.  Currie 
observes,  emulges  the  hepatic 
ducts  and  this  I  believe  to  be  a 
fact,  for  I  have  uniformly  observed 
the  faeces,  during  its  use,  to  be  well 
charged  with  bile,  and  the  complex- 
ion to  become  clear.  Although  not 
aperient,  it  evidently  prevents  an 
accuuuilation  of  faeces  in  the  lower 
portion  of  the  intestinal  canal,  which 
Dr.  Reece,  in  his  late  "  Treatise  on 
the  Management  of  Disorders  of  the 
Stomach  and  Bowels  by  Medicine 
and  Diet,"  justly  observes,  is  a  com- 
mon cause  of  various  affections  of 


the  lungs,  head  and  stomach,  and  at 
the  same  time  promotes  digestion. 
The  medicinal  virtues  of  this  herb 
are  imparted  to  boiling  water,  and 
the  infusion  is  a  very  grateful  bitter  ; 
but  the  natives  prefer  the  decoction, 
made  by  gently  boiling  half  an  ounce 
of  the  cut  dried  herb  in  a  pint  of 
water  for  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes.  Of  this  decoction  they 
take  a  sniall  wineglassful  two  or 
three  times  a  da}'.  The  extract, 
which  also  contains  the  virtue  of  the 
herb  in  great  perfection,  is  taken  in 
form  of  pills.  It  is  likewise  admi- 
nistered by  the  Indian  practitioners 
in  cases  of  pulmonary  consumption 
and  scrofula.  Of  its  efficacy  in  the 
former  malady,  I  cannot  speak  from 
experience  ;  but  on  the  latter  mala- 
dy, I  have  frequently  witnessed  its 
salutary  effects.  The  experienced 
and  scientific  physician.  Dr.  Fleming, 
late  of  Bengal,  speaks  highly  of  the 
chirayita  as  a  tonic  medicine.  Dr. 
James  Johnson,  in  his  work  on  tro- 
pical diseases,  also  gives  it  a  high 
character ;  and  Mr.  Addison,  the 
author  of  a  Treatise  on  the  Malvern 
Water,  says,  that  from  the  very  be- 
neficial effects  it  had  on  himself,  it 
is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  class  of 
stomachic  medicines. 

I  am.  Sirs,  your  very  obedient 
servant,       Thos.  Baker. 

Laurel  Water  in  Epilepsy,  hy 
Dr.  MuLLER. — A  young  girl,  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  had  been  epileptic 
for  six  years.  The  attacks  frequently 
returned  twice  in  one  day  ;  they  were 
of  short  duration,  and  iii  the  intervals 
the  patient  had  spasms  in  her  arras, 
and  moved  her  fingers  in  a  convulsive 
manner.  She  had  been  for  eighteen 
months  bedridden,  unconscious  of 
her  state  and  actions,  eating  and 
drinking  anything  offered,  but  asking 
for  nothing,  and  passing  her  stools 
involuntarily.  A  variety  of  means 
were  tried  without  effect,  and  all  of 
them,  but  particularly  large  bleed- 
in^rs,  appeared  to  be  hurtful.  xM. 
Muller   was  called,  and  found  the 
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patient  in  this  state.    She  had  al-  ed  ;  strain  off  the  liquid,  to  which 

ways  heen  regular  in  menstruating,  add  an   ounce   of   finely  levigited 

and  had  never  had  any  but  the  ordi-  French  cljalk.    The  alkali  will  hold 

nary  diseases  of  infancy,  and  never  the  coloring  matter  of  the  silBower 

any  chronic  eruptions  of  the  skin,  in  solution,  and  the  chalk  will  remain 

nor  worms.    The  tongue  was  soft  colorless;  but  by  adding  a  liiile  tar- 

and  moist,  belly  pliant,  respiration  taric  or  citric  acid,  the  alkali  will  be 

natural.    Not  being  able  to  find  any  neutralized,  and   the    red  coloring 

cause  for  this  disease,  M.  M.  thought  matter,  which  is  not  soluble  in  sim- 

of  employing  laurel  vvater,from  which  pie  water,  being  set  at  liberty,  wdl 

he  had  often  derived  great  ad  van-  fall  to  the  bottom,  combined  with 

tages  in  nervous  affections  similar  to  the  chalk.     Thus  a  beautiful  pig- 

this.    He  prescribed  it  in  the  dose  ment  is  produced,  which   may  be 

of  twenty  drops  daily.    After  the  dried    and    further    levigated  for 

consumption  of  an  ounce,  the  con-  spreading  on  saucers  ;    or,  ground 

vulsive  movements  of  the  limbs  had  with  a  drop  or  two  of  olive  oil,  will 

completely  ceased;  and  after    the  form  the  Spanish  or  vegetable  rouge, 

administration  of  three  ounces  more  Liquid  pink  dye  is  a  similar  |)repa- 

(augmenting  each  dose  to  two  drops,  ration,  with  a  portion  of  spirit  of  wine. 

till  the  dose  was  eighty  drops),  the   

attacks  of  epilepsy  never  returned.       Black  Writing  Ink. — Most  of  the 

The  patient  having  recovered  her  directions  for  making  ink  which  we 

sensibility,  left  her  bed,  and  executed  have  seen,  direct  that  vinegar  should 

spontaneously  every  function.    The  enter  into  its  composition.     It  is  well 

treatnient  was  concluded  by  an  infu-  known,  however,  that  any  preparation 

sion  of  Valerian,  with  the  addition  of  sulph  Ue  of  iron  and  galls,  when 

of  Tra3.  Canellae  and  Liquor  Ammo-  mixed  wilh  an  acid,  must,  in  process  of 

nise  ;  and,  after  using  f)r  some  time  time,  become  more  or  less  of  a  pale 

some  preparations  of  iron,  she  quite  red. — The  following  recipe,  which  we 

recovered  her  health. — Rev.  Med.  had  personally  from  a  celebrated  •  he- 

  mist,  is  not  subject  to  this  objection. 

Vegetable  Rouge  and  Pink  Sail-  and  from  long  experience  of  its  excel- 

cers. — These  articles  are  prepared  lence,  we  recommend  it  with  conft- 

from  the  florets  of  the  Carthanius  deuce  to  our  readers  : — 
tinctorius,  w'Wich  in  the  dried  slate       p^^  Aq.  Dlst.  bull.  Ibj.  adde  grad. 
are  kept  by  druggists  under  the  name  Acacirc  Gum.  pulv.  3  iss. 

of  safflower,  in  the  following  man-  Haematox.  rasce, 

ner  :— Wash  safflovver  till  no  stain  is  Gallae  pulv. 

given  to  the  water,  and  then  dry  it.  ^^^P^'  ^i-  M. 

Of  this  take  half  an  ounce;  infuse  it       This  compound  should  be  left  ex- 

a  short  time  in  a  pint  of  water,  in  posed  to  the  air,  and  frequently  stir- 

which  a  drachm  of  the  subcarbonate  red,  about  three  days,  when  it  will  be 

of  soda  has  been  previously  dissolv-  fit  for  use. 


WKEKLY   REPORT   OF   DEATHS  IN   BOSTON,  ENDJNG  OCTOBER  l6. 


Date.  |Sex.|Age.  | 

Disease. 

Date.  |Sex.|Age. 

Disease. 

O.  9. 

M. 

48  yrs  drowned 

M. 

21  mo 

dropsy  on  the  brain 

10. 

F. 

36  1 

unknown 

12. 

F. 

19  yrs 

measles 

P. 

35      1  colic 

F. 

16 

typhous  fever 

M. 

13  mo  i  lung  fever 

13. 

F. 

2  1-2 

lung  fever 

11. 

M. 

12      1  teething 

14. 

M. 

2 

measles 

M. 

51  vrs 

intemperance 

F. 

18  mo 

inflammation  on  the  brain 

F. 

27' 

unknown 

M. 

35  yrs 

typhous  fever 

M. 

abscess  on  the  brain 

15. 

M. 

24 

do. 

M. 

45 

apoplexy 

M. 

i2  1-2 

do. 

M. 

37 

liver  complaint 

16. 

F. 

20 

consumption 

F. 

J  58 

dropsy 

F. 

140 

dropsy 

Males,  12— females,  10.    Total,  22. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


ANATOMICO- SURGICAL  DRAW- 
INGS, and  Descriptions  of  all  the 
Surgical  Operations,  according  to  the 
most  approved  methods.  By  J^.  J.  Von 
BiERKowsKY.  Translated  from  the  Ger- 
man. In  two  volumes,  and  570  drawings 
on  58  folio  plates. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  PROSPECTUS. 

Encouraged  by  the  approbation  of 
the  Medical  Profession,  it  is  proposed  to 
publish  a  work  under  the  present  title." 

"  This  work  contains  570  drawings,  on 
58  plates  folio  ;  to  which  is  annexed,  in 
two  volumes  8vo.  a  concise  explanation 
of  each  surgical  operation.  The  plates 
exhibit  not  only  the  parts  interested  in 
operations,  in  their  natural  position  and 
size,  but,  what  is  much  more  important, 
represent  the  different  acts  or  stages  ot  the 
whole  operation,  while  others  exhibit  de- 
lineations of  such  morbid  affections  as 
consist  in  the  change  of  the  natural  posi- 
tion, structure,  color,  &;c.  In  order  to 
afford  the  work  at  a  moderate  price,  the 
plates  will  be  Lithographic  ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  perfect  accuracy,  en- 
gagements have  been  entered  into  for  their 
preparation  in  Berlin,  under  the  especial 
direction  of  two  of  the  most  distinguished 
Professors  of  the  University  of  that  city." 

A  specimen  of  the  translation,  and  the 
plates,  is  deposited  for  inspection  at  the 
Bookstore  of  CARTER  &  HENDEE,  who 
receive  subscriptions  for  the  work. 

Subscribers  will  be  furnished  with  the 
"work,  and  the  first  impressions  of  the 
plates,  at  the  price  of  $  30. 

'I'he  subscription  list  will  be  open  until 
the  1st  of  November,  1829,  after  which 
period  the  price  of  the  work  will  be  raised 
to  $  40. 

P.  S.  For  the  accommodation  of  sub- 
scribers the  work  will  be  issued  infive 
Numbers,  at  .f  6  each,  payable  on  deli- 
very. Sept.  29.  1S202N1D. 

LEECHES,  CHIRAYITA  HERB, 
&c. 

EBENEZER  WIGHT,  46  Milk  Street, 
has  made  such  arpangemenls  as  will 
enable  him  to  be  constantly  supplied 
■with  the  genuine  Medicinal  Leech.  He 
has  now  on  hand  some  of  very  large  size, 
and  in  prime  order. 

Just  received,  by  late  arrivals,  a  few 
pounds  of  Ckirayila  Hcrb^ — Concentrated 
Compound;^  Decoction  of  Sarsaparilla^  — 


Laurel  Water,— Silver  Wire  Tooth  Brush- 
es, from  the  manufactory  of  James  Prout, 
of  London. 

Also,  from  the  manufactory  of  Shep- 
herd, of  London,  the  following  variety  of 
Medicated  Lozenges^  viz.  : — Coltsfoot — 
Rhubarb— Soda— Tolu— Heartburn— Pa- 
regoric— Magnesia — Steel — Camomile — 
Nitre — Cayenne — Opium — Fruit— Ginger 

 Anniseed — Ipecacuanha — Lemon — 

Rose — Peppermint  and  Sulphur. 

Strict  personal  attention  paid  to 
Physicians'  prescriptions,  and  family  me- 
dicines. Oct.  6.  eop. 

CARTER  &  HEiNDEE  have  just  pub- 
lished,— The  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.   By  George  Combe. 
From  the  Preface  to  the  American  edition. 

Mr.  Combe's  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  many  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  Educa- 
tion. It  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  This  is  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  au- 
thor, and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illus- 
trations, have  it  always  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 

"  The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

"  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  with  much 
advantage.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  or- 
der with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  health 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  decay. — To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  com- 
munity." Sept.  8. 

MEMOIR  OF  DR.  HOLYOKE. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
TER &  HENDEF,— A  Memoir  of 
Edv/aru  a.  Holyoke,  M.D.  LL.D.,  pre- 
pared in  compliance  with  a  vote  of  the 
Essex  South  District  Medical  Society. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  cornumnicaliong  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 


THE  BOSTON 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


Vol.  II.]  TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  3, 1829.  [No.  38. 


I. 

HISTORY  OF  PANACEAS  AND  NOS- 
TRUMS. 
(Continued  from  page  577.) 

Quicksilver  and  Tar-water. 

The  use  of  crude  quicksilver  was 
revived  about  the  year  1730. 
"  Some,"  says  a  writer  of  that 
day,  "  got  marvellous  benefit,  oth- 
ers wondrous  mischief,  and  to  ma- 
ny that  left  off  in  time,  it  did  nei- 
ther good  nor  harm."  Dr.  Tur- 
ner declared,  that  "  the  deglutition 
of  a  ponderous  metal  was  a  great 
folly,"  and  exhibited  the  ^'  sundry 
tragedies  which  it  had  produced." 
Booth,  the  celebrated  tragedian, 
performed  one  of  these  tragedies 
in  real  earnest  ;  for  having  taken 
it,  "  he  had  his  bowels  mortify 
from  one  end  to  the  other."  Dr. 
Dover  gave  it  great  fame  in  his 
"  Legacy."  Dover  was  an  A.B., 
and  a  pupil  of  Sydenham,  but  be- 
came by  natural  disposition  a  sheer 
curemonger,  and,  like  all  his  fra- 
ternity, an  unexceeded  story-teller. 
He  regarded  diseases  neither  ana- 
tomically nor  physiologically,  and 
was,  therefore,  a  mere  conjectur- 
ist.  In  his  practice,  he  asserts 
positively  that  he  had  cured  con- 
sumption by  using  fifty  bleedings, 
and  diabetes  by  giving  alum  posset; 
and  he  speaks  of  administering 
opium  in  forty -and- seven  grain 
doses  !  What  he  calls  "  solid  ex- 
perience" is  nothing  else  but  a 
tissue  of  those  falsehoods  and  im- 

38 


possibilities  with  which  such  men 
deceive  themselves  and  the  world, 
helped  along  by  a  few  shrewd 
catches  upon  popular  notions, 
which  give  this  sort  of  orthodox 
quacks  an  air  of  sagacity,"  but 
without  one  sound  or  valuable  ob- 
servation tending  to  improved  views 
of  any  subject.  If  what  he  says 
of  his  practice  be  true,  for  one 
cure  mentioned  in  his  book  he  must 
have  killed  in  a  hundred  cases, 
which  he  took  care  to  leave  out. 
He  was  just  the  man  to  get  a  Bath 
and  Cheltenham  reputation,  among 
the  rich,  as  a  noted  performer  of 
cures,  and  was  accordingly  much 
esteemed  by  the  nobility,  and  was 
even  sent  for  to  the  Methuens, 
Tracys,  and  other  distinguished 
families.  Mere  people  of  fashion 
are  precisely  the  materials  to  be 
imposed  upon. 

In  his  reply  to  Turner  and 
Brindley,  in  The  Legacy,"  he 
makes  the  "  Hydrargyrus"  to  say 
for  itself,  that  "  it  could  not  fill  an 
empty  cavity  in  the  head  with 
brains;  but  that,  if  it  could  not  make 
a  lodgment  in  so  solitary  and  un- 
furnished an  apartment,  the  owner 
need  not  be  under  any  apprehen- 
sions, for  fools  were  never  known 
to  go  mad.  Free  from  all  agitat- 
ing thoughts  and  doubts,  they  en- 
joy a  profound  tranquillity  of  mind, 
and  are  happy  in  an  undisturbed 
conceit  of  being  extremely  wise." 
He  apparently  alludes  to  those  an- 
tagonists who  had  raked  him  most 
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unmercifully,  under  the  epithets  of 
^' Barber-Surgeons,^^  Timid  Phy- 
sicians." He  applauded  this 
glorious  remedy,"  the  quicksilver 
being  as  asses^  milk"  in  asthma, 
consumption,  gout,  hysteria  and 
stone.  The  notion  of  the  efficacy 
of  quicksilver  had  been  obtained 
from  Sweden  and  Hungary,  where 
the  miners  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  swallowing  the  metal  in  the 
morning  to  purloin  it  at  night,  and 
purchase  a  choppin  of  drink" 
with  it  after  it  came  away.  To 
get  over  the  consequences  of  detec- 
tion, they  gave  out  that  certain 
effects  were  produced  by  it  in  dis- 
eases. Dover  said  that  it  was  un- 
necessary to  go  farther  than  one 

POUND   AND  A   HALF  FOR  A  DOSE, 

in  obstruction  of  the  bowels,  though 
"  larger  doses  shot  through  the 
body  better  than  small."  A  wit, 
vv^ho  advocated  every  one's  having 
the  liberty  of  dying  his  own  way, 
advised  its  being  called  for  at  cof- 
fee-houses, and  taken  in  all  beve- 
rages, by  the  don't-know-how- 
ish"  people.  It  was  brought  into 
general  disrepute  by  a  ludicrous 
incident  which  happened  to  a 
quicksilver  lady  in  a  ball-room, 
and  which,  in  the  female  world 
more  especially,  created  an  uni- 
versal horror  of  quicksilver.  Ma- 
ny philosophers,  however,  had  spe- 
culated upon  the  production  of  vi- 
vacious barometers,  and  the  con- 
venience of  being  able  to  predict  the 
weather  ''by  the  fall  of  the  fluid 
metal  in  their  intestines,"  for  the 
''  better  ordering  of  morning  calls, 
and  cockney  jautits  to  country 
houses."  Such  was  the  coarse 
but  racy  humor  of  the  English  of 
a  century  since. 

About  three  years  ago,  at  Chel- 
tenham (the  great  olium  cum  dig- 
n/itule  of  the  race  of  ''  deluded  in- 
dividuals" in  pursuit  of  quacks  and 


quackery,  both  in  physic  and  reli- 
gion), we  met  with  a  retired  Lon- 
doner, who,  possessed  by  an  ex- 
traordinary mania  for  nostrums, 
took  all  that  came  up.  The  re- 
sult of  his  experience  was,  that  he 
had  been  obliged  to  quit  a  business 
of  4000Z.  per  annum,  from  an  irri- 
table and  debilitated  state  of  con- 
stitution, brought  on  by  his  own 
folly.  A  Cheltenham  man,  with 
the  peculiar  wisdom  of  that  enlight- 
ened town,  lent  this  nostrum-hunter 
a  quicksilver  treatise,  and  recom- 
mended him  to  try  the  remedy. 
It  produced  no  effect,  except  a 
great  weight  in  the  stomach,  as 
white  mustard  seed  had  previously 
excited  heat  and  eruptions. 

It  is  singular  that  the  irregular 
votaries  of  Hygeia  havejfrequently 
derived  their  origin  from  the  mo- 
ther church  ;  but  it  was  reserved 
for  Bishop  Berkeley  to  unite  the 
most  subtle  scepticism  in  metaphy- 
sics, with  the  most  extraordinary 
credulity  in  the  virtues  of  tar-wa- 
ter. The  worthy  bishop  dosed 
himself  with  two  quarts  daily. 
''  It  strengthened,"  he  asserted, 
''  the  bodies  of  soldiers  and  sailors, 
and  would  be  extremely  useful  in 
a  siege,  persons  having  lived  seve- 
ral days  without  any  other  subsist- 
ence." He  recommended  it  also 
"  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  se- 
dentary persons  and  cattle. Mr. 
Prior,  a  toad-eater,  or  tuft-hunter 
to  the  bishop,  probably  on  the  look 
out  for  glebe  and  tythes,  in  his  nar- 
rative of  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  tar-water  cures,  included  many 
cases  of  barrenness,  gout,  loss  and 
want  of  complexion,  lovvness  of 
spirits,  spitting,  sleepiness,  stupi- 
dity, vapors,  stones, — in  fact,  of 
all  the  diseases  to  which  men, 
kine,  and  horses  are  subject,  cura- 
ble and  incurable.  Extraordinary 
cures  of  incurable  diseases  are  ne- 
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ver  indeed  wanting  to  confirm  the 
efficacy  of  a  panacea  or  a  quack. 
The  Bath  ladies,  among  whom  at 
this  period,  according  to  Pompey 
the  Little,  it  had  been  the  fashion 
to  use  artificial  means  to  subdue 
the  permanent  Hush  produced  by 
drinking  nantz  in  the  morning,  and 
dissipation  in  the  evening,  re- 
joiced to  discover  a  new  and  sim- 
ple method  of  raising  the  simple 
lily  on  their  visages  ;  whilst  those 
who  had  both  starved  the  roses  and 
pinched -the  lilies  o  i  their  cheeks, 
sought  in  tar-water  the  double 
virtue  of  producing  a  quite  oppo- 
site effect.  A  few  years  ago,  the 
publication  of  the  posthumous  cor- 
respondence of  Berkeley,  in  the 
old  "Monthly  Magazine,"  revived 
numerous  facts  in  recommendation 
of  tar-water ;  and  modern  ladies 
have  been  known  to  try,  but  in 
vain,  its  efficacy  in  the  restoration 
of  faded  charms.  Bishop  Berke- 
ley's treatise  has  been  lauded  as 
remarkable  for  excellence  of  style. 
Mr.  Reeve,  in  his  Cure  for  the 
Epidemical  Mad.iess  of  drinking 
Tar-vvater,"  says  to  the  bishop, — 
In  your  younger  days,  my  lord, 
I  you  made  the  surprising  discovery 
jof  the  unreality  of  matter,  and 
^|now,  in  your  riper  age,  you  have 
I  undertaken  to  prove  the  reality  of 
1  a  universal  remedy  ;  an  attempt 
to  talk  men  out  of  their  reason, 
did  of  right  belong  to  that  author 
who  had  first  tried  to  persuade 
them  out  of  their  senses."  Ste- 
phen Hales,  the  great  experi- 
mentalist, also  wrote  on  tar- wa- 
ter. 

[Errata.  In  the  first  part  of  this 
article,  in  the  last  number  of  the 
Journal  :  for  "  Guester's  Practical 
Piety,"  read  greater  practical  piety  ; 
and,  four  lines  lower,  for  "  select," 
read  velvet.] 


II. 

DR.  EPFS  ON  PRUSSIC  ACID. 

Extract  of  a  Lecture  on  the  Use  of 
Prussic  or  Hydrocyanic  Jlcid, 
by  Dr.  Epps^  Lecturer  on  Mate- 
ria Medica  at  the  Royal  West- 
minster Hospital. 

The  profession  is  much  indebted 
to  Dr.  Elliotson  for  the  facts 
which  he  has  made  known  regard- 
iiio  the  use  of  this  acid  in  affections 
of  the  stomach.  In  forty-six  of  the 
cases  related  by  him,  pain  existed 
at  the  pit  of  the  stomachy  and  in  se- 
ven of  these  the  pain  was  increas- 
ed after  eating  ;  and  in  one  more 
the  pain  was  dreadfully  violent 
after  eating.  In  four  cases  the 
pain  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach 
was  constant :  in  four  cases  the 
praecordiae  were  tender  on  pres- 
sure: in  six  cases  there  was  tight- 
ness, increased  in  some  after  eat- 
ing: weight,  in  three  or  four  cases, 
was  felt  after  eating  :  in  three 
cases  the  pain  was  of  a  gnawing 
kind:  in  some  cases  the  pain  came 
on  periodically  :  in  fourteen  mdi- 
yid\i?i\s,  flatulency  was  a  prominent 
symptom  :  in  nine,  tremblings  oc- 
curred :  in  four  cases,  nausea  ex- 
isted :  in  fifteen  individuals,  vomii- 
ing  sometimes  of  the  food,  some- 
times of  bile,  and  occurring,  in 
one,  every  morning  :  seven  had  a 
discharge  of  fluid  into  the  mouth  : 
pain  of  the  head,  in  some  exam- 
ples alternating  with  the  pain  in 
the  stomach,  was  a  symptom. 
JSTervousness,  debility,  and  lowness 
of  spirits  were  conspicuous  in 
some  of  those  relieved.  Some 
cases  of  pains  of  the  heart  and  of 
the  left  side  are  enumerated 
where  the  acid  is  beneficially  giv- 
en ;  indeed,  this  is  a  most  power- 
ful remedy,  and  one  which  will 
hold  a  very  high  place  in  the 
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practice  of  every  intelligent 
practitioner. 

You  will  thus  see  that  pain  at 
the  pit  of  the  stomach  is  one  of 
the  most  striking  symptoms  re- 
lieved by  the  use  of  this  medical 
agent  ;  that  accompanying  this 
pain,  vomiting,  discharge  of  fluid 
into  the  mouth,  nausea,  flatulen- 
cy and  tremors  were  frequent. 
This  combination  of  symptoms 
indicates  considerable  irritability 
of  stomach,  and  it  is  in  cases  of 
irritability  that  this  medicine  is 
peculiarly  useful.  When  inflam- 
mation of  the  mucous  membrane 
exists,  the  remedy  is  not  so  use- 
ful ;  leeches  and  blisters  are  the 
most  beneficial  ;  and  if  any  irrita- 
bility should  remain,  then  the  acid 
confers  all  its  advantages.  When 
after  its  use,  moreover,  nausea, 
vomiting,  pain  and  tightness  of  the 
praecordia,  are  either  produced 
or  increased,  the  remedy  should 
be  intermitted.  You  will  remem- 
ber, gentlemen,  that  it  is  when 
pain  is  at  the  pit  of  tht  stomach 
that  this  remedy  is  beneficial  ; 
when  the  pain  affects  other  parts 
of  the  abdomen  it  is  not  so  useful; 
and  you  must  bear  in  mind  that  a 
sensation  of  weight,  and  that  in- 
creased after  a  meal,  occurs  very 
frequently  when  inflammation  of 
the  lining  membrane  of  the  bow- 
els exists  ;  that  tightness  also  in 
such  a  state  of  parts  is  frequent  ; 
further  you  have  generally /e/>n/e 
symptoms  in  addition  ;  and  these 
will  be  your  guide.  In  inflamma- 
tion of  the  stomach  pain  exists, 
but  then  it  is  a  burning  pain  ;  and 
you  have  heat  over  the  epigastric 
region,  while  the  extremities  are 
cold. 

There  is,  moreover,  'another 
circufnstance  to  which  youj  must 
have  respect.  It  is  this  :  that 
you  use  prusslc  acid.    You  are 


not  to  use  what  may  sometimes  be 
sent  for  prussic  acid;  for  this  is  of- 
ten only  playing  with  disease,  since 
the  article  sent  is  little  better 
than  water.  See  that  your  prus- 
sic acid  is  good  ; — obtain  it  from 
good  practical  chemists,  who  have 
their  character  to  support,  and 
then  you  may  be  certain  of  gain- 
ing all  the  efl'ects  you  wish.  I 
have  frequently  been  very  much 
disappointed  when  I  have  found, 
on  calling  on  my  patients,  to  whom 
prussic  acid  has  been  prescribed, 
that  no  mitigation  of  the  disease 
has  taken  place  ;  I  have  examin- 
ed the  medicine,  and  found  it  to 
be  totally  inert.  I  have  directed 
them  to  get  their  medicine  made 
up  at  some  respectable  house, 
and,  to  my  great  pleasure  and 
their  satisfaction,  the  same  pre- 
scription has  been  the  means  of 
effecting  a  speedy  cure.  Medi- 
cine is  such  only  when  it  is  good. 

I  shall  conclude  this  lecture 
with  the  case  of  an  out-patient  at 
this  hospital. 

Elizabeth  Tett,  married,  forty- 
eight  years  of  age,  being  ill  two 
months.  Tightness  at  the  pit  of 
the  stomach  ;  pain  on  drawing  the 
breath;  constant  weight;  flatu- 
lence, not  relieved  by  eructation; 
water  rising  into  the  mouth. 

Take  of  Prussic  Acid,  3i. 

Aromatic  Confection,  gr.  v. 

Pure  Water,  3ij. 

Arnmoniated    Tincture  of 
Valerian,  3iij. — Mix. 
A  teaspoonful  to  be  taken  three 
times  a  day. 

July  18th. — Tightness,  pain  and 
weight  diminished  ;  palpitation 
just  as  bad  ;  flatulence  not  so 
much  ;  no  water  in  the  mouth. 
Continue  the  use  of  the  mixture. 

July  21st. — Tightness,  pain 
and  weight  still  less  ;  flatulence 
less  ;  water  in  the  mouth  quite 
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gone  ;  palpitation  as  before.  Con- 
tinue the  use  of  the  mixture,  tak- 
ing two  spoonsful. 

July  25th. — Palpitation  better; 
all  the  other  symptoms  relieved. 

August  1st. — Great  deal  bet- 
ter. Continue  the  use  of  the 
mixture,  and  add  twenty  drops  of 
the  aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia. 

August  6th. — Cured. 


III. 

On  the  Difference  between  Minims, 
Drops  and  Grains  of  various  Li- 
quids,  and  on  the  Propriety  of 
using  exclusively  the  Minim 
Measure  in  prescribing  active 
Fluid  Medicines, 

By  Elias  Durand. 

The  difference  between  the  bulk 
of  drops  of  various  liquids  was 
long  since  observed,  without, 
however,  any  immediate  attempt 
being  made  to  discover  the  cause 
of  this  discrepancy  ;  which  was 
merely  attributed  to  the  variable 
density  of  the  fluids.  Dr.  Shut- 
tleworth,  of  Liverpool,  appears 
to  have  been  the  first  who  ascer- 
tained, by  careful  experiments  on 
the  weights  of  drops  of  diff'erent 
liquids,  the  inaccuracy  and  dan- 
ger of  exhibiting  active  fluid  sub- 
stances in  this  form.  The  results 
of  his  experiments  were  justly 
appreciated,  and  an  important 
change  was  soon  afterwards  intro- 
duced by  the  College  of  Physicians 
of  London.  Their  object  being  to 
ensure  accuracy  in  the  measure- 
ment of  fluids  below  one  drachm, 
they  subdivided  the  wine  pint 
down  to  the  sixtieth  part  of  a  fluid 
drachm,  and  called  each  of  the 
ultimate  divisions  a  minim. 

Induced  by  particular  motives 
to  ascertain  the  exact  diff*erence 
between  the  minim  and  the  drop 
of  several  liquids,  I  undertook  a 


series  of  experiments,  which  were 
extended  to  the  grain  weight. 

The  results  surprised  me  so 
much,  that  they  appeared  worthy 
of  careful  repetition,  with  a  view 
to  publication,  believing  they 
might  prove  useful  to  the  physi- 
cian as  well  as  the  pharmaceutist. 

The  following  table,  based  on 
accurate  experiments  frequently 
repeated,  will  show  at  once,  by 
careful  inspection,  how  much  this 
subject  is  deserving  the  particular 
attention  of  professional  men  ;  and 
how  great  a  desideratum  is  the 
early  and  general  adoption  of  an 
accurate  measure,  instead  of  the 
uncertain  and  variable  mode  of 
dropping  active  fluid  medicines. 
The  bulk  of  drops  depends  not 
only  on  the  density  of  the  liquid 
which  furnishes  them,  and  the 
cohesion  of  the  constituent  parti- 
cles of  that  liquid,  but  also  on  the 
shape  of  the  mouth  of  the  vessel 
from  which  they  are  poured. 
An  open  vessel  with  a  beak,  such 
as  the  common  graduated  mea- 
sure, affords  a  larger  drop  than  a 
bottle  with  the  stopper  half  drawn 
out, — a  mode  commonly  practis- 
ed. That  furnished  by  the  drop- 
ping tube  is  still  smaller,  and  is 
even  liable  to  vary  with  the 
greater  or  lesser  diameter  of  its 
extremity.  Besides,  in  every  in- 
stance, the  first  drops  poured 
from  any  vase  are  always  smaller 
than  those  subsequently  obtained. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  above 
considerations,  that  the  practice 
of  prescribing  fluid  medicines  by 
drops  is  altogether  objectionable; 
and  especially  at  the  present 
time,  when  so  many  proximate 
principles  of  very  energetic  ve- 
getable substances  are  daily  in- 
troduced into  practice,  which 
may  be  indifferently  administered 
in  aqueous,  acetous,  vinous,  or 
alcoholic  measures. 
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The  table  below  satisfactorily 
proves  to  what  serious  conse- 
quences an  ignorance  of  these 
facts  may  lead  the  physician  and 
the  pharmaceutist.  For  instance, 
hydriodate  of  potassa  is  soluble  in 
alcohol  as  well  as  water,  and 
these  solutions  may  be  indiflferent- 
Jy  employed  as  remedies  in  the 
same  cases.  Yet  twenty  drops 
of  the  alcoholic  solution  are  equi- 
valent to  M.  X.  and  to  gr.  ix.  ; 
whilst  the  same  number  of  drops 
of  the  aqueous  solution  are  equal 
to  M.  xxij.  and  to  gr.  xx.,  al- 
though they  scarcely  differ  in 
speciHc  gravity,  and  contain  the 
same  proportions  of  hydriodate  of 
potassa  in  solution.  It  is  obvious, 
then,  that  though  the  effects  of 
these  solutions  be  the  same,  they 
cannot  safely  be  prescribed  in  doses 
containing  the  same  number  of 
drops, since  the  latter  would  be  more 
than  twice  as  strong  as  the  former. 

Colchicum  yields  its  remedial 
principles  to  vinegar,  wine  and 
alcohol.  Fifty  drops  of  the  ace- 
tous or  vinous  solutions,  are  equal 
in  bulk  to  eighty  drops  of  the  al- 
coholic tincture  ;  a  circumstance 
which  has  not  before  been  pointed 
out,  and  is  probably  the  reason  why 
the  two  former  preparations  have 
been  considered  so  much  more 
active  than  the  latter  ;  although 
were  they  administered  in  mi- 
nims, they  would  in  all  probabili- 
ty prove  equally  beneficial  in  the 
same  doses.  These  remarks  ap- 
pl^  to  many  other  substances 
which  yield  their  active  princi- 
ples to  alcohol,  wine,  water,  &c. 

As  the  slight  difference  between 
the  minims  of  various  liquids  de- 
pends entirely  on  the  slight  varia- 
tion in  their  specific  gravities,  the 
minim  measure  is  not  liable  to  the 
irregularity  and  uncertainty  of 
drops,  and  is  of  course  the  best 
fractional    mode   of  prescribing 


energetic  liquids  ;  inasmuch  as 
the  solvent  is  almost  invariably 
directed  by]  the  pharmacopoeia  in 
fluid  measure. 

The  experiments  which  form 
the  subject  of  this  paper,  were 
performed  with  accurate  instru- 
ments on  the  liquid  preparations 
of  the  United  States  Pharmaco- 
poeia, and  on  a  few  others  pecu- 
liar to  foreign  pharmacopoeias. 
The^  minim  measure  was  fmade 
with  particular  care  by  my  inge- 
nious friend  Mr.  Daniel  B.  Smith; 
the  drops  were  all  obtained  from 
the  same  drop  glass  with  a  tube 
of  medium  calibre  ;  the  -scales 
and  weights  were  very  accurate, 
and  every  means*used  to^prevent 
the  escape  of  volatile  fluids. 

With  respect  to  the  size  and 
weight  of  the  drops  of  the  various 
liquids,  we  may  establish  as  gene- 
ral rules  from  the  following  table: 

1.  That  the  liquids  which  con- 
tain a  small  proportion  of  water 
afford  a  small  drop  ;  while,  on  the 
contrary,  the  liquids  containing  a 
large  quantihj  of  water  furnish  a 
large  drop.  For  instance,  concen- 
trated acids^  ethers.^  rectified  alco- 
hol^ fixed  and  essential  oils,  &c., 
which  contain  but  a  very  small 
proportion  of  water,  yield  a  small- 
er drop  than  diluted  acids,  weak 
alcohol,  icine^  vinegar,  &c. 

2.  That  amongst  the  liquids 
containing  a  large  proportion  of 
water,  those  which  are  not  charg- 
ed with  remedial  substances  give 
a  larger  and  heavier  drop,  than 
these  same  liquids  containing  ex- 
traneous bodies  in  solution.  As 
for  example,  iveak  alcohol,  wine, 
vinegar  and  water,  furnish  a  larger 
and  heavier  drop  than  the  tinctures 
prepared  from  them. 

It  is  difficult  to  account  for 
these  peculiarities  ;  but  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  in  the  first  in- 
stance, the  molecules  of  water 
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have  a  stronger  cohesion  or  affini- 
ty for  each  other  than  those  of 
the  other  liquids,  and  require 
consequently  a  greater  accumu- 
lation of  particles  before  the  drop 
can  be  forced  by  its  own  gravity 
to  separate  from  the  aqueous 
mass.  In  the  second,  the  cohe- 
sion is  probably  injpaired  by  the  in- 
terposition of  the  bodies  in  solution. 

In  adopting  the  minim  measure, 
the  editors  of  our  national  Phar- 
macopoeia have  not  given  their 


reasons  for  the  change,  and  have 
left  us  in  the  dark  respecting  the 
difference  between  the  two  modes 
of  administering  small  quantities 
of  active  liquids.  It  is  owing  to 
this  neglect,  in  part,  that  so  little 
attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
subject  in  this  country,  and  that 
so  many  professional  men  continue 
to  consider  the  subject  as  a  mere 
alteration  of  words. 

The  following  table  will  illus- 
trate my  remarks  : — 


No.  of  drops 
in20minims. 

No.  of  min. 
in  20  drops. 

No.  of  drops 
in  20  grains. 

No.  of  grains 
jin20  drops. 

30 

13.3 

25 

16 

50 

8 

60 

6 

4o 

O.O 

57 

7.1 

28 

14.2 

22.2 

IS 

40 

10 

40 

10 

18 

22.2 

18.1 

22 

40 

10 

50 

8 

40 

10 

43.5 

9 

40 

10 

36 

11 

40 

10 

32 

12.5 

40 

10 

40 

10 

40 

10 

42 

9.5 

40 

10 

43 

9.3 

40 

10 

50 

8 

44 

9.1 

50 

8 

26 

15.3 

25 

16 

24 

16.6 

26 

15.3 

26 

15.3 

29 

13.7 

25 

16 

29 

13.r 

19 

21 

20 

20 

26 

15.3 

25 

16 

15 

26.6 

17.5 

24.5 

15 

26.6 

17.5 

24.5 

17 

23.5 

17 

23.5 

17 

23.5 

17 

23.5 

18 

22.2 

18.5 

22 

15 

26.6 

20 

20 

18 

22.2 

20 

20 

19 

21 

20 

20 

Table  showing  the  Differences  between  Minims 
Drops  and  Grains,  of  various  Medicinal  Liquid 
Preparations  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  United 
States,  Sfc. 


Sulphuric  acid  - 
Sulphuric  ether  - 
Rectified  alcohol  - 
Nitric  acid  - 

Acetic  acid  (crystallizable)  -  -  - 

Muriatic  acid  .... 

Oil  of  wormseed  (chenopod.  anthelminticum) 
of  peppermint,  aniseed,  sweet  almond, 
olive,  palma  christi    -  -  - 

of  cloves  .  -  -  - 

of  cinnamon     -         -  -  - 

Copaiba      -  -  -  -  - 

Diluted  alcohol  - 

Tincture  of  hydriodate  of  potassa,  canthari- 
des,  kino,  digitalis,  assafoetida, 
sulph.  acid,  colchicum,  opium, 
valerian,  guaiacum 
of  valerian,  guaiacum  (volatile) 
of  muriate  of  iron 
Wine,  TcnerifTe  - 

antimonial  -  -  - 

of  opium  (Sydenham's  laudanum) 
of  colchicum  root  and  seeds  - 
Vinegar,  distilled     -  -  .  . 

of  opium  (black  drop)  ^ 
of  colchicum  >  - 

of  squill  J 
Water,  distilled  .... 
solution  of  hydrocyanic  acid 

sulphuric  acid  (1  to  7) 
nitric  acid  do. 
ammonia,  strong  - 
do.      weak  - 
hydriodate  of  potassa 
arsenite  of  potassa 

Prepared  according  to  the  process  of  the  London  Apothe 
cary  Hall. 


Phil.  Journ.  of  Pharmacy. 
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IV. 

The  following  letters  to  the  Editor 
of  the  London  Medical  Gazette,  and 
published  in  a  late  No.  of  that  Jour- 
nal, afford  authentic  accounts, — one 
of  a  Stillborn  Child  that  had  been 
retained  in  the  Uterus  thirteen  ca- 
lendar Months, — and  the  other  of  an 
Obstinate  Hemorrhage  caused  by 
drawing  a  Tooth. 

Letter  I, 

Sir, — The  subject  of  this  extra- 
ordinary case  is  a  small  active 
woman,  aged  38,  in  good  health, 
and  the  mother  of  seven  children 
excksi/e  of  this.  About  the  be- 
ginning of  July,  1828,  she  missed 
the  catamenia,  which  should  have 
appeared  at  that  time,  and  soon 
after  found  herself  pregnant.  In 
OctobeT  follGV7ing  she  quickened, 
and  feft  the  motions  of  the  child 
till  January,  when  they  ceased, 
and  never  returned.  She  had 
continued  to  increase  in  size  till 
that  time,  but  afterwards  de- 
creased, and  feit  on?y  a  sensation 
of  a  lump  in  the  iowsr  part  of 
the  belly,  towards  the  left  side, 
which  sensation  continued  till  her 
delivery.  Her  health  was  good, 
and  she  continued  as  active  as 
ever.  At  this  time  (January) 
she  consulted  me,  when  I  gave  it 
as  my  opinion  that  her  child  was 
dead,  and  that  she  would  be  de- 
livered of  it  on  or  before  the  com- 
pletion of  the  nine  months.  She 
engaged  me  to  attend  her. 

I  heard  nothing  more  of  her  till 
the  19th  Aug.,  1829,  when,  pass- 
ing by  her  house,  I  was  called  in, 
and  found  her  in  great  pain,  like 
labor.  An  examination  discover- 
ed it  to  be  so  ;  and,  about  half  an 
hour  afterwards,  she  was  deliver- 
ed of  a  male  stillborn  child,  fol- 


lowed soon  after  by  the  placenta. 
The  child  seemed  to  have  died 
about  the  fifth  or  sixth  month, 
which  corresponds  with  her  ac- 
count. It  measured  in  length  be- 
tween nine  and  ten  inches;  weigh- 
ed six  ounces;  was  much  reduced, 
shrivelled  and  emaciated  ;  of  the 
color  of  tanned  ^leather,  without 
fetor  or  any  disagreeable  smell. 
I  have  it  by  me  now,  immersed 
in  spirits.  She  is  at  this  time, 
the  28th  of  August,  doing  well. 

There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
accuracy  of  this  woman's  state- 
ment, she  being  of  good  charac- 
ter, and  all  the  circumstances  of 
her  condition  well  known  to  her 
neighbors.  She  fancied,  after 
the  month  of  January,  that  her 
pregnancy  had  gone  off,  and  that 
all  the  symptoms  which  she  had 
had  were  such  as  are  customary 
to  women  at  what  theyUerm  the 
turn  of  life,  or  final  cessation  of 
the  menses,  of  which  she  had 
seen  none  since  her  conception  in 
July,  1828  ;  and  was  therefore 
rather  surprised  when  I  told  her 
she  was  in  labor.  But  her  age 
being  only  38,  and  the  circum- 
stances above  detailed,  preclude 
the  idea  of  the  "  turn  of  life" 
with  her. 

I  have  submitted  [these  facts 
without  note  or  comment,  as  they 
occurred,  but  will  be  very  glad 
to  read  your  observations  or  those 
of  your  correspondents  upon  them. 
In  the  course  of  a  long  practice, 
I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  of 
any  such  occurrence,  nor  do  I  re- 
member reading  it.  It  is  a  sin- 
gular phenomenon,  and  very  cu- 
rious both^in  a  physiological  and 
pathological  point  of  view. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Peter  Cwllen,  Surgeon. 
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Letter  XL 

Sir, — Having  lately  seen  in  the 
Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  (vol.  xii.  p.  500,  and  vol. 
xiv.  p.  379,)  two  cases  of  hemor- 
rhage after  the  extraction  of 
teeth,  which  proved  fatal  in  spite 
of  all  the  means  devised  by  the 
ablest  surgeons,  I  am  tempted  to 
communicate  to  you  the  result  of 
my  own  practice  in  a  similar  case, 
which  fortunately  saved  the  life 
of  my  patient. 

In  the  year  1801,  I  extracted 
a  molar  tooth  from  the  upper  jaw 
of  a  man  about  30  years  of  age, 
and  of  sanguine  temperament. 
Obstinate  hemorrhage  followed 
the  operation,\and^|continued  so 
profuse  for  three  clays,  notwith- 
standing all  the  means  that  I  had 
applied  to  check  it,  that  the  man 
fainted  several  times,  and  was 
evidently  sinking  fast. 

Under  these  alarming  circum- 


stances, it  occurred  to  me  that 
pressure,  accurately  applied,  af- 
forded the  best-grounded  hope  of 
stopping  the  flow  of  blood.  I  ac- 
cordingly modelled  a  tooth  in  wax, 
exactly  to  the  shape  and  size  of 
that  which  I  had  extracted,  intro- 
duced it  into  the  socket  which  the? 
natural  one  had  occupied,  and  re- 
tained it  there  by  firm  pressure. 
The  bleeding  was  immediately^ 
arrested,  and  the  patient  rapidly^ 
recovered. 

I  have  since,  on  two  or  three 
occasions,  adopted  this  simple  but 
effectual  method  of  arresting  he- 
morrhage caused  by  the  drawing:, 
of  a  tooth,  when  ordinary  reme- 
dies seemed  likely  to  fail  in  pro- 
ducing the  desired  effect. 

Should  the  above  appear  wor- 
thy a  place  in  your  journal,  it  is 
at  your  disposal  ;  whilst  I  remain^ 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

J.  CoRTEz,  Surgeon- 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


PULSATION  OF  THE  UMBILICAL  CORD. 
INFANTILE  ASPHYXIA. 

Some  cases,  reported  in  the  Glasgow 
Journal  for  August  last,  go  to  show 
the  propriety  of  continuing,  for  a 
considerable  time,  the  efforts  to  re- 
animate children  apparently  stillborn. 
In  the  first  of  these  cases  an  interval 
of  an  hour,  and  in  the  second  of  an 
hour  and  a  half,  elapsed  between 
birth  and  the  first  symptoms  of  life. 
In  a  third  case,  in  which  the  length 
of  the  interval  was  half  an  hour,  it 
was  remarked  that  the  second  inspi- 
ration was  accompanied  by  a  return 
of  the  pulsation  in  the  cord,  which 
had  ceased  at  the  moment  of  birth. 
While  this  continued,  however,  no 


progress  was  made  in  breathing.  It 
continued  vigorous  for  fifteen  mi- 
nutes, when  it  entirely  ceased.  Ar- 
tificial inflation,  which  had  been 
suspended  during  the  pulsation,  was 
then  recommenced,  and  the  respira- 
tion gradually  improved.  The  cir- 
cumstance here  mentioned  is  an  ar- 
gument for  allowing  the  connection 
between  mother  and  child  to  remain 
in  such  cases,  until  it  is  proved  be- 
yond doubt  to  be  no  longer  necessary. 


ERYSIPELAS. 

In  those  cases  of  this  disease  which 
appear  in  connection  with  wounds 
and  other  local  injuries,  and  which 
threaten  serious  consequences,  Dr. 
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Young,  of  Glasgow,  advises  the  early 
employment  of  extensive  scarifica- 
tion. A  very  severe  case  is  men- 
tioned, occurring  in  an  individual 
about  fifty  years  of  age,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  bruised  cut  received  on 
the  inside  of  the  tibia.  On  the  se- 
cond or  third  day,  an  erysipelatous 
redness  showed  itself  round  the  part, 
accompanied  by  fever,  and  followed 
by  the  formation  of  matter  above 
and  below  the  fascia  of  the  leg. 
Inflammation,  with  pain  and  redness, 
now  began  to  appear  on  the  outside 
of  the  thigh.  To  prevent,  if  possi- 
ble, this  part  from  taking  on  an  ac- 
tion similar  to  the  leg,  an  incision 
was  made  through  the  fascia  on  the 
outside  of  the  man's  leg,  about  ten 
inches  in  length.  This  was  followed 
by  a  considerable  discharge  of  fluid 
blood.  The  next  day,  the  patient 
was  found  free  from  pain,  and  full  of 
gratitude  for  the  relief  he  had  expe- 
rienced. The  thigh  was  free  from 
redness,  and  could  bear  pressure  in 
every  part.  The  appearance  of  the 
leg  had  also  very  much  improved. 
The  case  went  on  well,  the  sores 
became  clean,  and  the  gash  in  the 
thigh  healed  in  a  surprisingly  short 
space  of  time. 

Dr.  Y.  remarks  on  the  prejudice 
existing  among  a  majority  of  the 
profession  against  this  mode  of  prac- 
tice, and  acknowledges  that  it  is 
countenanced  by  high  authority.  He 
also  adverts  to  the  difficulty  of  put- 
ting it  in  execution  in  private  prac- 
tice, where  the  aversion  of  patients 
would  create  an  almost  insurmounta- 
ble obstacle  to  its  use.  In  moderate 
cases,  therefore,  it  may  be  held  op- 
tional to  resort  to  it  or  not,  but  in 


those  of  a  severe  character,  he  ad- 
vises that  it  be  most  strongly  insisted 
on,  as  the  best  and  only  security 
against  a  tedious  and  protracted 
course,  and  perhaps  fatal  termination. 


VACCINIA. 

Transmission  of  the  Vaccine  Disease 
from  the  Mother  to  the  Foetus  in 
Utero. 

A  FACT  of  some  importance  is  relat- 
ed in  a  Swedish  Journal,  and  since 
the  authority  appears  to  be  good,  we 
should  be  inclined  to  place  some  re- 
liance on  its  correctness. 

A  young  woman,  pregnant  with 
her  first  child,  was  vaccinated.  When 
the  vesicles  were  full,  on  the  ninth 
day,  she  was  delivered  of  a  female 
child,  on  whose  arm  regular  vaccine 
vesicles  made  their  appearance,  in 
the  same  number  and  corresponding 
precisely  in  position  with  those  on 
the  arm  of  the  mother.  These  vesi- 
cles pursued  an  uninterrupted  course, 
and  left  perfect  and  genuine  cica- 
trices. The  child,  although  healthy 
at  birth,  died  after  six  weeks,  of 
some  incidental  affection  of  the  sto- 
mach. 

The  pastor  of  the  village  where 
this  event  occurred,  gives  this  ac- 
count, after  an  investigation  made  by 
him  at  the  request  of  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  of  Stockholm. 


LUMBAR  ABSCESS. 

An  unusual  termination  of  this  dis- 
ease has  been  noticed  by  M.  Canle- 
gril,  and  related  in  the  Bibliotheque 
Mcdicale.  The  abscess  was  situated 
in  the  left  lumbar  region,  and  was 
attended  with  pain  over  the  left  side 
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of  the  chest,  and  some  impediment 
in  respiration.  Shortly  before  the 
period  set  aside  for  opening  the  ab- 
scess, it  broke,  in  a  fit  of  coughing,  in- 
to the  bronchia,  and  its  contents  were 
discharged  by  the  mouth.  The  site 
of  the  disease  presented  a  considera- 
ble depression,  occasioned  by  the 
loss  of  purulent  matter  ;  and  a  tremu- 
lous sensation  was  communicated  to 
the  hand  placed  over  it, — probably 
by  the  air  which  had  been  admitted 
through  the  bronchia. 

This  is  the  only  case  of  the  kind 
we  recollect  to  have  seen  noticed  by 
any  writer.  M.  Gerardin,  'who  re- 
ported the  case  to  the  Royal  Acade- 
n»y  of  Medicine,  believes  it  to  be  the 
only  one  on  record. 


TREATMENT  OP  FISTUL^E. 

A  FORTUNATE  accldent  happened  to 
M.  Lisfranc,  which  may  lead  to  some 
results  of  practical  value.  A  patient 
presented  himself  with  fistula  near 
the  sternum,  of  three  years  standing. 
Of  late,  several  new  opemngs  had 
appeared.  The  discharge  was^  very 
great,  and  the  general  health  much 
injured.  M.  Lisfranc  thought  it 
would  be  necessary  to  remove  part 
of  the  sternum,  but  by  way  of  pre- 
paring for  the  operation,  applied 
leeches  round  the  part  and  fomenta- 
tions, and  other  appropriate  reme- 
dies. These  having  been  continued 
some  time,  the  fistulfe  were  found  to 
close,  and  their  cure  was  considered 
radical. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  3,  1829. 


CHLORIDES  OF  LIME  AND  SODA. 

An  interesting  pamphlet,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Labarraque, 
of  Paris,  by  Jacob  Porter,  and  pub- 
lished at  New  Haven,  has  been  pe- 
rused by  us  with  great  satisfaction. 
It  is  entitled  "  Instructions  and  Ob- 
servations concerning  the  Use  of  the 
Chlorides  of  Soda  and  Lime,"  and 
contains  much  information  on  a  sub- 
ject of  growing  importance  in  the 
medical  world.  It  has  been  ascer- 
tained by  numerous  experiments,  in- 
stituted both  abroad  and  in  this  coun- 
tr}',  that  these  substances  are  among 
the  most  powerful  and  useful  anti- 
septics we  possess.  Externally  ap- 
plied, in  a  state  of  greater  or  less 
dilution,  they  have  been  found  to 
destroy  the  odor  arising  from  putrid 
animal  matter,  to  purify  vaults,  to 


disinfect  the  atmosphere  contaminated 
by  the  presence  of  disease,  and  to 
improve  the  surface  of  ill-conditioned 
or  gangrenous  ulcers.  Internally 
taken,  they  have  also  proved  useful 
in  various  disorders.  The  following 
are  some  of  the  most  interesting  facts 
adduced  in  proof  of  the  efficacy  of 
these  agents. 

A  corpse,  which  had  been  interred 
about  a  month,  was  taken  up  by 
order  of  the  King's  Attorney  at 
Paris,  with  a  view  to  judicial  exami- 
nation. The  odor  exhaled  by  it, 
however,  was  so  offensive,  that  it 
was  impossible  for  the  attendants  to 
support  it.'  The  subject  was  there- 
fore sprinkled  with  the  chloride  of 
lime  dissolved  in  water.  After  a 
few  aspersions  the  odor  was  entirely 
destroyed,  and  it  became  practicable 
to  commence  the  operation. 
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Eight  halls  at  the  Bic^tre,  which 
were  very  much  infected,  were  puri- 
fied by  a  bottle  of  the  concentrated 
chloride  of  soda,  diluted  with  thirty 
parts  of  water. 

In  a  case  of  severe  and  extensive 
ulceration  of  the  abdominal  surface 
following  bubo,  which  for  a  whole 
year  had  resisted  every  mode  of 
/treatment  that  could  be  devised,  the 
same  article  was  applied  with  suc- 
cess. The  chloride,  when  first  used 
:in  this  case,  was  diluted  with  double 
its  weight  of  water,  but  its  strength 
was  gradually  increased  until  it  was 
applied  in  a  pure  state.  At  the  end 
of  eighteen  days  there  remained  but 
a  few  ulcerated  spots,  and  the  patient 
•was  rapidly  recovering  his  health 
and  strength. — Diluted  in  ten  parts 
of  water,  the  chloride  was  employed 
in  two  cases  of  malignant  sore  throat, 
and  with  decided  benefit. 

Great  benefit  was  also  derived 
from  the  internal  exhibition -of  this 
.article,  in  the  dose  of  twenty-five 
fdrops  in  a  cup  of  water,  in  the  case 
toi  an  individual  who  had  been  poi- 
soned by  the  hydrosulphuret  of  po- 
tass, which  he  rejected  by  vomiting. 
The  preparation  thus  given,  prevent- 
ed the  disengagement  of  hydrosul- 
phur.  gas,  which  had  proved  very 
troublesome. 

In  a  case  of  asphyxia  caused  by 
the  exhalations  of  substances  taken 
from  the  vault  of  a  privy,  and  attend- 
ed with  severe  symptoms  of  locked 
jaw,  the  patient  was  cured  by  inhal- 
ing the  Chlorine. 

It  is  mentioned  as  a  reason  for 
preferring  the  Chloride  of  Soda  in 
certain  cases,  that  it  does  not  absorb 
the  moisture  of  the  atmosphere  when 


brought  into  the  state  of  a  hydro- 
chlorate,  but  forms  a  very  dry  salt, 
which  acts  as  a  preservative  by  coa- 
gulating the  principle  that  begins  the 
putrefaction.  This  compound,  there- 
fore, is  proper  when  it  is  desirable 
to  disinfect  a  body  and  prevent  the 
infection  from  being  reproduced  ;  it 
is  also  most  proper  as  an  application 
to  ill-conditioned  sores,  on  account 
of  the  property  it  possesses  of  detach- 
ing the  mortified  from  the  healthy 
substance ;  while  the  Chloride  of 
Lime  serves  only  for  a  simple  disin- 
fection, that  is  to  say,  for  the  purifi- 
cation of  a  body  which  is  immedi- 
ately examined. 

The  mode  of  preparing  the  Chlo- 
rides is  not  mentioned,  but  we  see 
that  the  articles  are  advertised  at 
Philadelphia,  and  we  believe  they 
are  also  prepared  by  Mr.  Lauriat, 
an  excellent  practical  chemist  at 
Roxbury,  and  kept  for  sale  by  the 
druggists  in  this  city. 


MEMORIA  MEDICA. 

The  amount  of  practical  knowledge 
which  dies  with  a  wise  and  experi- 
enced physician,  is  altogether  incal- 
culable. The  amount  which  dies  io 
the  memory  of  the  living  is  scarcely 
less.  Diseases  are  assuming  forms 
of  uncommon  character, — remedies 
are  exerting  great  and  unexpected 
power  over  diseases,  in  every  city 
and  every  village  where  a  doctor 
and  a  patient  are  to  be  found.  In 
the  future  practice  of  the  Physician 
to  whom  such  event  may  occur,  it  is 
perhaps  improved  for  his  own  repu- 
tation and  the  good  of  the  families 
he  attends  ;  or  more  probably,  if  the 
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case  do  not  recur  to  his  observation 
soon,  it  is  forgotten,  and  ihe  world  is 
no  better  for  what]  ought  to  have 
done  it  an  essential  service. 

In  a  liberal  profession  it  is  a  duty 
not  only  to  acquire  useful  knowledge, 
but  to  put  it  in  such  form  as  to  pre- 
serve and  diffuse  it ;  and  when  we 
are  told  that  the  events  of  practical 
value  occurring  in  the  private  prac- 
tice of  the  most  obscure  physicians, 
— nay  more,  that  the  knowledge 
amassed  by  the  judicious  and  expe- 
rienced practitioner  of  three  score 
years,  and  even  his  own  reflections, 
may  be  easily  saved  from  dying 
with  him,  may  be  easily  impart- 
ed to  those  who  come  after, — a 
degree  of  curiosity  is  felt  to  know 
how  this  may  be  effected, — a  desire 
will  be  felt,  by  every  good  man  in 
the  profession,  to  be  active  in  thus 
advancing  the  cause  of  medical  sci- 
ence and  general  benevolence. 

The  means  of  doing  this  are  now 
offered  the  profession,  in  the  form 
of  a  "  Medical  Common-place  BooJcj''* 
recently  published  by  Carter  &  Hen- 
dee.  It  is  arranged  by  a  member  of 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society, 
and  published  in  a  form  well  adapted 
for  the  purposes  it  is  designed  to 
accomplish.  We  give  below  the 
Preface  to  this  work,  in  order  to 
explain  more  fully  its  plan  and  object. 

Medical  knowledge  is  of  all  kinds 
the  most  fugacious  and  difficult  to  be 
fixed.  The  immense  multiplicity  of 
facts  which  crowd  the  memory  of  the 
experienced  practitioner,  defies  the 
most  retentive  powers.  It  has  been 
correctly  observed,  that  a  Physician 
never  makes  use  of  more  than  ten 
years'  experience,  and  beyond  that, 
forgets  as  much  as  he  learns.  A 
common-place  book  supplies,  in  a 


considerable  degree,  this  defect  so 
universally  felt  and  complained  of. 
Every  medical  man,  whether  pupil 
or  practitioner,  is  constantly  meeting 
with  some  fact  or  observation  which 
it  would  be  of  use  to  him  hereafter 
to  recur  to,  and  yet  it  would  be  in 
vain  to  trust  the  recollection  of  it  to 
his  memory  alone.  This  is  pecu- 
liarly true  of  successful  extempora- 
neous prescriptions,  and  of  curious 
cases  and  unexpected  recoveries,  and 
facts  disclosed  by  the  examination  oF 
morbid  parts  after  death. 

"  The  following  work  is  intended 
to  furnish  a  convenient  depository  of 
this  fleeting  and  ephem.eral  know- 
ledge ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be 
made  useful,  not  only  to  practition- 
ers themselves,  but  likewise  to  the 
public,  by  enabling  any  one  to  com- 
municate the  results  of  his  experience 
with  comparatively  little  trouble.  A 
large  list  of  the  most  important  terms 
occurring  in  general  practice,  is  al- 
phabetically arranged,  and  a  conve- 
nient space  is  left  for  the  addition  of 
new  terms.  In  order  not  to  swell 
this  list,  the  terms  used  in  Chemistry 
have  been  left  out,  as  their  number 
would  require  a  common-place  book 
by  itself. 

"  The  mode  of  using  a  common^ 
place  book  upon  this  plan  is  com- 
monly known.  Suppose  a  case  of 
cutaneous  disease,  which  has  long 
baffled  the  attempts  to  cure  it,  sud- 
denly yields  to  a  new  and  fortunate 
prescription.  These  facts  are  re- 
corded, and  the  number  of  the  page 
in  which  the  record  is  placed,  is  put 
against  the  words  '  cutaneous  dis- 
eases.' The  same  number  may  like- 
wise, without  the  least  confusion,  be 
placed  against  several  other  words, 
as  *  skin,'  *  prescription,'  *  cure.'  In 
this  way,  everything  which  is  record- 
ed may  be  found  without  trouble." 

Students  attending  Medical  Lec- 
tures will  find  the  above-mentioned 
work  a  very  convenient  depository 
for  such  facts  and  observations  as 
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they  may  wish  to  preserve  for  future 
use. 


MEDICINE  NO  MYSTERY. 

A  POPULAR  work  on  medicine,  bear- 
ing this  title,  has  just  been  published 
in  Dublin  by  John  Morrison,  M.D. 
If  there  is  any  fact  perfectly  unde- 
niable, we  believe  it  to  be,  that 
works  of  this  description  do  more 
harm  than  good  to  the  people,  and 
more  good  than  harm  to  the  faculty. 
Dr.  Morrison  has,  on  the  whole, 
treated  the  subject  in  as  interesting 
a  manner  as  could  be  expected,  al- 
though he  evinces  more  policy  than 
philosophy  ; — his  views  are  calculat- 
ed to  take  with  the  general  reader, 
though,  in  the  main,  erroneous  and 
superficial.  His  remarks  on  venerC' 
at  diseases  are  very  correct. 

"  These  are  the  diseases,"  says  he, 
*•  that  have  afforded  such  an  ample  field 
to  the  swindling  empiric  and  unprinci- 
pled charlatan,  in  conjunction  with 
the  maladies  more  peculiarly  called 
venereal  ones,  in  his  designs  on  the 
purses  of  his  victims.  The  credulity 
of  mankind, — the  pride  of  our  na- 
ture, which  teaches  us  to  brave  death 
itself  rather  than  risk  the  scorn  of 
mankind, — and,  above  all,  the  igno- 
rance of  the  principles  of  life,  and 
of  the  science  of  medicine,  which  I 
have  dwelt  upon  in  the  introduction 
to  this  treatise, — have  all  aided  those 
adventurers  in  their  |)rojects,  and 
have  enabled  them  to  possess  pa- 
laces, bought  and  constructed  with 
the  treasures  and  blood  of  their  vic- 
tims.  Witness  the  enormous  fortunes 

of  the  S  s,  the  L  s,  &c., 

of  to-day,  and  of  all  the  secret  doc- 
tors of  days  gone  by,  by  whose  means 
the  blood  of  so  many  families  has 
been  tainted  in  its  source.    Look  at 

G   House,  that  structure  raised 

from  the  balsam  so  appropriately 
called  golden  /*' 


Mode  op  arresting  hemorrhage 

BY  twisting  the  bleeding  vessel. 
M.  AiMussAT  lately  communicated  to 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine  in 
Paris,  an  account  of  experiments 
made  by  him  to  prevent  and  arrest 
hemorrhage  without  the  means  usu- 
ally employed.  Observing  that  la- 
cerated wounds  are  not  accompanied 
by  loss  of  blood,  which  may  be  at- 
tributed to  the  mode  in  which  the 
arteries  are  torn,  M.  Amussat  endea- 
vored to  ascertain  whether  he  could 
prevent  hemorrhage  by  treating  the 
arteries  in  a  similar  manner.  His 
attempts,  however,  were  not  success- 
ful till  he  thought  of  twisting  the 
bleeding  vessels.  The  first  trial 
having  been  successful,  he  made 
many  others  on  different  animals,  as 
dogs,  rabbits,  horses,  &c.,  and  with 
the  same  results.  His  method  is  as 
follows  : — An  artery  being  cut,  its 
extremity  is  seized  with  a  pincers, 
the  branches  of  which  are  kept  closed 
by  means  of  a  spring  ;  a  sufficient 
force  is  used  to  draw  out  the  vessel 
five  or  six  lines ;  it  is  separated  from 
the  surrounding  parts;  then  laying 
hold  of  it  with  the  thumb  and  fore- 
finger of  the  left  hand,  the  pincers  is 
turned  five  or  six  times  on  its  axis. 
The  twisting  ought  to  be  continued 
until  the  portion  of  the  vessel  held 
in  the  gripe  of  the  instrument  is  torn. 
From  this  portion  there  results  a  cul 
de  sacj  which  prevents  the  flow  of 
blood.  If  the  operation  be  perform- 
ed without  first  fixing  the  artery  with 
the  fingers  applied  beyond  the  point 
of  the  instrument,  the  vessel  is  twist- 
ed up  as  high  as  the  next  collateral 
branch. 

M.  Amussat  has  practised  this  me- 
thod in  ampuiation  of  the  thigh  and 
in  extirpation  of  the  testicle,  with 
success.  The  advantages  which  he 
attributes  to  it  are,  producing  more 
speedy  union,  and  being  able  to  ar- 
rest bleeding  without  de()ending  upon 
assistants,  which  in  the  army  espe- 
cially would  render  it  of  great  im- 
portance. 

In  a  case  of  extirpation  of  the 
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mamma,  M.  Roux,  who  performed 
the  operation  (August  11th),  tried 
the  plan  of  twisting  the  arteries  to 
stop  the  bleeding.  With  two  or 
three  vessels  it  answered,  but  in  as 
many  others  it  failed,  perhaps  owing 
to  their  being  deep-sealed.  Liga- 
tures were  then  applied  in  the  usual 
way. 

In  a  case  at  the  Hopital  Beaujon, 
when  M.  Blandin  amputated  the  fe- 
male breast  for  scirrhus  (July  28th), 
after  the  removal  of  '.he  diseased 
part,  blood  flowed  very  freely  from 
an  artery  at  the  tipper  angle  of  the 
ivound  :  the  vessel  was  seized  with  a 
pincers,  and  twisted  upon  itself  four 
times  :  the  bleeding  stopped,  so  that 
the  wound  admitted  of  being  imme- 
diately united  in  the  most  perfect 
manner  by  adhesive  straps.  The 
artery  was  about  the  size  of  a  crow- 
quill,  and  the  pincers  with  which  it 
was  seized  was  one  of  those  employ- 
ed by  watchmakers,  the  bits  of  which 
are  square-pointed,  and  correspond 
to  each  other  for  a  considerable  ex- 
lent  by  a  plane  surfice,  niarked  with 
transverse  striae,  which  renders  them 
more  tenacious. — Journ.  Hehdom. 


Iodine  at  the  Hospital  of  St. 
Louis. — Dr.  Lngol,  Physician  to  the 
Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  in  Paris,  the 
only  establishment  in  which  patients 
declared  scrofulous  are  admitted, 
has  adopted  iodine  in  the  cure  of 
scrofula  witii  great  success.  His 
mode  of  adniinisiering  it  is  t.vo-fold  : 


— internally,  as  a    solution  of  io- 
dine, fromj  half  a  grain  to  a  grain, 
in  a  pint  or  half  a  pint  of  distilled 
water,  in  which  he  also  dissolved  a 
certain  quantity  of   common  silr. 
In   external    applications,  he  useil 
salves  composed  of  the  usual  sorts  of 
grease  with  certain   proportions  of 
iodine  and  iodate  of  potassium,  or 
the  simple  prot-iodale  of  niercury. 
lu  the  space  of  seventeen  monihs, 
]\L  Lugol   had  the  opportunity  of 
treating  with  this  remedy  109  scro- 
fulous patients.     Of  these,  thirty- 
nine  remained  in  the  hospital  at  the 
end  of  the  year  :  thirty  had  quitted 
the  establishment  much  benefited : 
thirty-six  had  left  it  perfectly  cured  ; 
and  there  had  been  four  on  whom 
the  treatment  had   proved  ineffica- 
cious.   ^L  Lugol  communicated  the 
details  of  his  remedy,  and  the  cures 
he  had  performed,  in  a  memoir  to 
the  Royal  Academy  ;  and  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  it  was  referred  to 
inquire  into  the   subject,  reported 
th  it  all  the  assertions  of  the  Doctor 
h;i'i  proved  exact ;  that  the  evident 
eftect  of  the  remedy  had  been  estab- 
lished, and  that  JM.  Lugol  deserved 
the  encouragement  of  the  Academy. 
— London  AthencBum. 


Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 
— The  Managers  of  this  Hospital, 
having  found  it  expedient  to  increase 
the  number  of  medical  officers,  have 
appointed  John  Ware,  M.D.,  an 
Assistant  Physician  to  the  Institution. 


Date.  I  Sex. I  Age.  | 


Disease. 


Oct.  16. 
17. 

18. 


19. 
20. 


21  mo  I  infantile 
6  'unknown 
4  1-3  y  lung  fever 


28 
49 
F.I31 

f.Ijo  w 

M.:4  vrs 
M.  3  mo 


unknown 
consumption 

do. 
lung  fever 
croup 
quinsy 


Date.  ISex.jAge. 


Disease. 


F.:41  yrs  childbed 


F. 

F. 

21. 

M. 

F. 

22. 

M. 

23. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

xM. 

24. 

F. 

36  yrs, mortification 
71       jlung  fever 
3  croup 
19       1  intemperance 

21  I  brain  fever 
2  1-3  ilung  fever 

22  mo  measles 

24  yrs  convulsions 
14  mo  measles 
19  yrs  unknown 


Males,  6— Females,  14.    Total,  20. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


ANATOMICO  -  SURGICAL  DRAW- 
INGS, and  Descriptions  of  all  the 
Surgical  Operations,  according  to  the 
most  approved  methods.  By  L.  J,  Von 
BiERKowsKY.  Translated  from  the  Ger- 
man. In  two  volumes,  and  570  drawings 
on  58  folio  plates. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  PROSPECTUS. 

**  Encouraged  by  the  approbation  of 
the  Medical  Profession,  it  is  proposed  to 
publish  a  work  under  the  present  title. 

This  work  contains  570  drawings,  on 
58  plates  folio  ;  to  which  is  annexed,  in 
two  volumes  8vo.  a  concise  explanation 
of  each  surgical  operation.  The  plates 
exhibit  not  only  the  parts  interested  in 
•operations,  in  their  natural  position  and 
«lze,  but,  what  is  much  more  important, 
represent  the  different  acts  or  stages  of  the 
whole  operation,  while  others  exhibit  de- 
lineations of  such  morbid  affections  as 
■consist  in  the  change  of  the  natural  posi- 
tion,  structure,  color,  &;c.  In  order  to 
^afford  the  work  at  a  moderate  price,  the 
plates  will  be  Lithographic  ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  perfect  accuracy,  en- 
gagements have  been  entered  into  for  their 
preparation  in  Berlin,  under  the  especial 
^direction  of  two  of  the  most  distinguished 
Professors  of  the  University  of  that  city." 

A  specimen  of  the  translation,  and  the 
plates,  is  deposited  for  inspection  at  the 
Bookstore  of  CARTER  &  HEN  DEE,  who 
receive  subscriptions  for  the  work. 

Subscribers  will  be  furnished  with  the 
work,  and  the  first  impressions  of  the 
plates,  at  the  price  of  $  30. 

The  subscription  list  will  be  open  until 
the  1st  ^f  November,  1S29,  after  which 
period  the  price  of  the  work  will  be  raised 
to  $  40. 

F.  S.  For  the  accommodation  of  sub- 
scribers the  work  will  be  issued  infive 
Numbers,  at  $  6  each,  payable  on  deli- 
very. Sept.  29.  1S202N1D. 

CONSOLIDATED  COPAIVA. 
*'  /COPAIVA  may  be  given  in' this  form 

\^  without  the  least  inconvenience. 
Neither  communicating  taste,  nor  impart- 
ing odor  to  the  breath,  it  is  also  retained 
without  the  least  disquietude  or  uneasi- 
ness to  the  stomach  ;  and  I  am  informed 
by  Dr.  Rosseau,  that  in  large  doses  it 
does  not  purge." — Pkil,  Journal  of  Med. 
Sciences. 


See  an  article  in  this  Journal,  Aug.  18th. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

An  excellent  lot  of  European  Leeches, 
■which  will  be  sold  at  a  reasonable  price, 
or  applied,  in  any  part  of  Boston  or  in  the 
vicinity. 

For  sale  by  NATHAN  JARVIS,  188 
Washington  Street,  where  Physicians  will 
find  medicines  at  as  reasonable  terms  as 
at  any  place  in  Boston. 

Aug.  25.  eoptf. 

CARTER  &  HEN  DEE  have  just  pub- 
lished,— The  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.   By  George  Combe. 

From  the  Preface  to  the  American  edition, 
"  Mr.  Combe's  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  many  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  Educa- 
tion. It  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  This  is  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  au- 
thor, and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illus- 
trations, have  it  always  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 

"  The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

"  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  with  much 
advantage.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  or- 
der with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  health 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  decay. — To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  com- 
munity." Sept.  8. 

A TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, byC.G.HuFELAND,  Physician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  &c.,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  &  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  ofFranklm  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  jjos^pairf.— Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  it 
paid  in  advance,  throe  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  il 
not  pai(^within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

OBSERVATIONS   ON   OBLITERATION  OP 
THE  VAGINA. 

By  C^sAR  Hawkins,  Esq.,  Purgeon  to 
St.  George's  Ho-spital. 

Catharine  H.,  ast.  27,  admitted 
for  amenorrhoea,  with  the  following 
history  :  —  In  November  last  she 
was  delivered  of  her  first  child, 
which  was  stillborn,  by  means  of 
instruments.  She  suffered  much 
durinoj  her  confinement,  and  was 
very  ill  for  some  time  afterwards, 
but  recovered  her  health  during 
the  month.  About  a  month  after 
her  confinement,  she  had  the  usual 
precursory  symptoms  of  menstrua- 
tion, but  no  discharge  of  the  secre- 
tion took  place  ;  and  each  month 
since  that  time  (the  last  being  the 
sixth  period  since  her  confinement) 
the  symptoms  have  returned  with 
increased  severity  at  each  succes- 
sive period.  She  has  much  pain 
in  the  hips  and  loins,  pain  and  bear- 
ing down  in  the  vagina,  sickness, 
slight  febrile  symptoms,  with  ge- 
neral disturbance  of  health.  The 
abdomen  swells,  and  is  tender  and 
painful,  and  she  suffers  much  from 
flatulence,  and  experiences  consi- 
derable difficulty  in  emptying  the 
bladder  or  rectum,  though  there 
has  been  more  or  less  difficulty  in 
passing  either  evacuation,  even 
during  the  intervals  between  the 
periods  of  menstruation.  These 
symptoms  continue  for  nine  or  ten 
days,  and  then  subside,  leaving  her 
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comparatively  well.  The  abdo- 
men, however,  has  not  lately  reco- 
vered its  proper  size  upon  the  sub- 
sidence of  the  other  symptoms,  but 
remains  considerably  swollen, 
though  less  than  during  the  men- 
strual periods.  She  did  not  suffer 
much  after  her  confinement  from 
the  lacteal  secretion,  but  has  been 
constantly  obliged  to  use  1  niments 
to  the  breasts,  as,  at  each  men- 
strual period,  the  breasts  enlarge 
and  become  painful,  and  milk  is 
secreted  in  such  quantity  as  to  es- 
cape from  the  nipples  ev^en  without 
pressure. 

At  the  request  of  Dr.  Seymour, 
under  whose  care  she  was  adm  t- 
ted,  I  examined  her,  and  found  the 
vagina  totally  obstructed  by  a  very 
firm  membrane,  drawn  in  and 
puckered  towards  the  centre,  and 
feeling  like  cartilage.  On  passing 
a  catheter  into  tha.  bladder,  the 
urethra  was  perceived  to  be  pu  h- 
ed  up  behind  the  pubes  as  if  by 
pressure,  so  as  to  require  the  point 
of  the  instrument  to  be  turned  near- 
ly perpendicularly,  instead  of  in  the 
usual  oblique  direction.  When 
the  water  was  drawn  off*,  a  firm 
tumor  could  be  distinguished  by 
pressure  on  the  abdomen,  and  a 
considerable  prominence  could  also 
be  felt  by  the  finger  ii^troduced  into 
the  rectum  beyond  the  point  of  ob- 
struction, though  no  distinct  sensa- 
tion of  fluctuation  could  be  felt  ei- 
ther at  the  obstructed  point  or  on 
the  abdomen,  nor  in  the  rectum. 
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It  seemed  evident,  however, 
from  this  examination,  that  the 
uterus  and  upper  part  of  the  vagina 
were  distended  with  thick  sub- 
stance, so  as  to  obstruct  the  pas- 
sage throngh  the  rectum  and  ure- 
thra, and  it  was  probable,  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  obliteration  of 
the  vagina  did  not  extend  very 
far. 

May  27th.— The  patient  being 
placed  on  a  table,  nearly  in  the 
position  for  the  operation  of  litho- 
tomy, I  made  a  transverse  incision, 
about  half  an  inch  in  length,  in  the 
centre  of  the  hardened  cicatrix, 
and  after  dividing  it  cautiously, 
about  three  quarters  of  an  inch 
upwards,  I  reached  the  distended 
portion  of  the  vagina,  through 
which  a  thick,  red,  semltluid  sub- 
stance, witliout  smell,  flowed  to 
the  amount  of  about  twelve  ounces 
before  she  was  placed  in  bed,  after 
which  about  a  pint  more  came 
away  slowly,  during  the  next  thir- 
ty-six hours,  without  pain  or  in- 
convenience. 

29th. — This  morning  the  dis- 
charge became  completely  puru- 
lent, all  the  brown  matter  appear- 
ing to  have  come  away  ;  and  about 
the  same  time  that  the  nurse  ob- 
served this  change,  the  patient  was 
seized  with  rigors,  pain  in  the  ab- 
domen, and  frequent  vomiting. 
She  has  now  an  anxious  counte- 
nance :  bowels  not  open  since  yes- 
terday ;  pulse  120,  weak  and 
small.  She  has  twice  taken  some 
infusion  of  roses,  and  Epsom  salts, 
without  effect. — As  both  Dr.  Sey- 
mour and  myself  believed  the 
symptoms  to  be  those  of  irritation 
without  inflammatory  action,  I  in- 
jected some  warm  water  into  the 
vagina,  to  wash  away  the  purulent 
secretion;  an  enema  of  castor  oil 
was  administered,  and  the  follow- 
ing pills  exhibited,  which  were  re- 


peated twice  in  the  course  of  the 

day 

R.  Pil.  Sapon.  c.  Opio,  gr.  v. 

Galb.  Comp.  gr.  v.  M.  ft.  Pil.  ij. 

In  the  evening,  the  bowels  hav- 
ing been  twice  opened,  she  became 
easier,  with  less  frequent  vomiting, 
and  the  pulse  was  less  frequent  and 
more  full. 

30th. — The  discharge  continues 
purulent,  but  in  smaller  quantity. 
The  sickness  is  gone  ;  the  bowels 
have  been  again  opened  twice  this 
morning  ;  the  pulse  110  ;  counte- 
nance less  anxious  :  there  is  still, 
however,  a  good  deal  of  pain  on 
the  slightest  motion,  and  pain  is 
produced  by  pressure  in  the  situa- 
tion of  the  uterus,  though  not  else- 
where. 

Rep.  Pil.  Vespere. 

31st. — There  is  now  no  pain  or 
tenderness  of  the  abdomen,  and  no 
pain  on  turning  in  bed.  Tongue 
covered  with  a  thick  white  crust  ; 
pulse  116.  She  has  eaten  nothing 
these  two  days,  but  is  not  now  sick. 
Ordered  a  small  quantity  of  w^ne. 
She  is  menstruating,  the  proper 
period  having  arrived,  and,  in  fact, 
she  has  not  suffered  so  much  the 
last  two  days  as  she  generally  has 
done  before  the  late  abortive  at- 
tempts to  get  rid  of  the  secretion  ; 
so  that  the  symptoms  during  the 
last  two  days  may  have  been  as 
much  owing  to  the  state  of  the 
uterus  from  the  performance  of 
this  function,  as  to  the  irritation 
excited  by  the  operation. 

June  4th. — The  tongue  is  clean, 
and  she  has  gone  on  well  till  to-day, 
when  a  good  deal  of  pain  and  ten- 
derness returned  on  the  right  side 
of  the  abdomen,  where  a  tumor  is 
perceived,  apparently  in  the  situa- 
tion of  the  ovarium,  and  there  is 
also  a  good  deal  of  nausea  and 
sickness. 
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Hirud.  vj.  parti  dolenti. 
R.  Mist.  Camph.  3  x.    Trse  Casto- 
rei,  3ss. 
Trae  Opii,  Mv.    M.  6tis  horis. 

These  symptoms  subsided,  and 
the  next  day  no  tumor  was  percep- 
tible, the  pain  and  tenderness  gra- 
dually ceased,  and  on  the  9th  there 
was  no  longer  any  local  or  general 
irritation.  Weiss's  dilator  was 
now  employed  for  some  hours, 
which  produced  considerable  pain 
by  the  distension,  with  a  little 
bleeding  from  the  cut  surface  ;  the 
pain  went  off,  however,  and  the 
instrumelit  was  employed  every 
day  for  some  time  ;  after  which 
bougies  were  used,  which  caused 
less  irritation  than  the  dilator,  and 
appeared  equally  efficacious.  Un- 
der this  treatment,  which  was  at- 
tended with  copious  purulent  dis- 
charge, the  strlctured  part  was 
gradually  dilated,  so  that,  instead 
of  a  hard  circular  band,  more  than 
half  an  inch  broad,  and  feeling  like 
cartilage,  the  surface  became 
equally  smooth  and  nearly  as  plia- 
ble as  the  rest  of  the  surface  of  the 
vagina,  though  the  canal  still  re- 
mained smaller  than  it  should  be. 
She  was  impatient,  however,  to 
return  to  her  home,  and  promised 
to  come  again  to  the  hospital  if  she 
experienced  any  inconvenience. 

There  is  a  great  variety  in  the 
congenital  deformities,  or  accident- 
al adhesions,  or  new  growths,  which 
are  found  in  the  generative  organs 
of  females,  producing  some  impe- 
diment in  their  different  functions  ; 
some  of  which  are  of  little  conse- 
quence and  easily  remedied,  others 
are  of  more  importance,  and  re- 
quire the  most  delicate  and  skilful 
surgical  operatious  for  their  cure. 

Nothing  is  more  common  in 
young  infants,  than  for  some  adhe- 
sion to  take  place  between  the  sides 


of  the'  labia,  uncleanliness  or  some 
other  cause  producing  inflammation 
of  the  mucous  membrane  ;  the  ad- 
hesion being  such  as  occasionally 
to  leave  only  a  small  opening  near 
the  urethra,  and  to  draw  attention 
by  the  pain  or  inconvenience  expe- 
rienced in  micturition.  The  re- 
medy for  this  adhesion  is  very  sim- 
ple ;  the  forcible  separation  of  the 
labia  by  the  thumbs  or  a  probe,  or 
a  slight  incision  with  a  knife,  being 
sufficient  to  lacerate  the  adhesion, 
and  a  little  piece  of  lint,  dipped  in 
oil,  preventing  their  subsequent 
cohesion. 

Sometimes,  again,  there  is  such 
a  prolongation  of  the  hymen  over 
the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  as  to 
produce  much  difficulty  in  making 
water.  A  case  of  this  kind  is  re- 
lated by  Warner,  in  his  cases  in 
surgery,  in  which  the  symptoms 
resembled  those  of  stone;  and  after 
existing  several  years,  were  cured 
by  an  incision.  The  most  remark- 
able instance  of  this  sort,  how^ever, 
is  one  related  by  Cabrolius  (Obs. 
Anat.),  in  which  the  hymen  was 
imperforate,  and  the  urethra  com- 
pletely obstructed,  so  that  no  urine 
could  be  discharged  by  the  natural 
passage;  but  it  was  evacuated  from 
a  tumor,  projecting  about  four 
inches  from  the  navel,  and  formed 
probably  by  the  urachus.  Cabro- 
lius made  an  incision  into  the  ure- 
thra, and  tied  the  tube  projecting 
from  the  abdomen  ;  the  patient, 
who  was  nearly  twenty,  being 
cured.  In  the  Phil.  Trans,  there 
is  an  account  of  a  case  where  the 
urethra  was  similarly  obstructed 
by  caruncles  growing  from  the  ori- 
fice after  delivery. 

Besides  these  malformations, 
which  obstruct  the  flow  of  urine, 
and  may  therefore  be  discovered 
and  remedied  in  children,  there  are 
other  natural  and  accidental  impe- 
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diments  to  the  sexual  functions,  the  rectum,  and  pregnancy  took  place 
existence  of  which  is  not  usually  pseudothyro  intromissis  voluptati- 
ascjrtai.ied  t.ll  the  lime  of  puberty  bus  ;  the  laceration,  and  subsequent 
or  marriage.  Tlie  obstruction  may  cicatrization,  having  been  so  ex- 
be  either  partial  or  complete  ;  and  tensive  as  to  obliterate  the  whole 
it  may  be  situated  at  the  orifice  of  of  the  vagina  intermediate  between 
the  vagina,  or  higher  within  this  the  urethra  and  rectum, 
p  issa^e,  or  in  the  mouth  of  the  In  these  cases  of  partial  obstruc- 
uterus  itself.  tion,  where  pregnancy  has  taken 

The  hymen  is  often  so  firm  in  place,  it  is  probably  advisable  to 
texture,  thai  although  an  opening  operate  as  early  as  possible,  so 
in  the  centre  allows  the  menstrual   that  dilatation  may  be  effected, 
secretion  to  be  discharged,  yet  an  and  the  parts  properly  cicatrized 
incision  is  necessary  for  the  con-   before  delivery  ;  there  must  other- 
summation  of  marriage;  or,— if  wise  be  considerable  danger  of  more 
oonceplion  has  taken  place  in  spite  extensive  laceration  takmg  place 
of  this  obstacle,— to  facilitate  par-   during  the  expulsion  of  the  child, 
turition  ;   such  an  incision  being   The  operation  is  one  which  neces- 
easily  effected,  as  a  director  can  sarily  requires  great  caution  ;  but 
be  passed  through  the  opening,  and   as  an  opening  e^ihU,  through  which 
thus  all  risk  is  obviated.    Ruysch   conception  has  occurred,  there  is 
(O  js.  Chirurg.)  met  with  an  in-   at  least  a  certain  guide  to  the  ope- 
stanoe  in  which  a  second  membrane   rator,  who  is  in  much  less  danger 
was  found  higher  than  the  hymen,   of  injuring  the  bladder  or  rectum 
and  requiring  a   second   incision  than  in  cases  of  complete  oblitera- 
diiring  parturition.    A  similar  par-   tion,  though  the  difficulties  have 
tial  obstruction  to  the  function  of  appeared  so  great  that  bmellie 
creneration,  is  formed  by  contrac-  even  advises  the  performance  oi 
lion  of  the  vagina,  from  the  use  of  the  Caesarian  section  where  there 
stron-  astringents  (Saviard,  Obs.   are  large  cicatrices  and  adhesions 
ChirO;  from  smallpox  (Beckerus  in  the  vagina  and  os  uteri.    Cal  i- 
de  Paidioctonia  inculpata);  from  sen  also  gives  direction  for  the 
lues  venerea  (Benivenius  de  Abdit.   vaginal  Cassarian  section,  where 
Morbor.  Causs.);  and  still  more   the  os  uteri  has  been  closed  by 
frequently  from  accidental  lacerji-  inflammation, 
tions  and  cicatrices,  in  consequence       The    malformation  becomes 
of  violence  during  parturition;  of  still  more  serious  when  no  onhce 
which  numerous  instances  are  met   is  left  by  which  the  menstrual 
with  in  several  authors,  which  have   secretion  may  be  evacuated  ;  this 
been  cured  by  tents,  by  several   fluid  being  thus  retained  in  the 
small  incisions  round  the  obstructed   uterus  and  vagina,  producing  great 
part,  by  dilatation  on  a  director,   disturbance  of   the  health,  and 
&c.  ;  great  care  being  necessary  to   even  becotning  fatal  if  not  disco- 
keep  up  the  dilatation  for  a  consi-   vered  in  time  for  the  performance 
dera!)le  time,  to  prevent  subsequent   of  a  proper  operation  for  its  cure, 
inflammation.    The  most  remark-  The  symptoms  arising  from  leten- 
able  instance  of  this  obliteration,   tion  of  the  menses  from  such  a 
while  the  menstruation  continued,   cause,  are  accurately  described 
is  in  Beckerus  (op.  citato),  as  the   by    Sabatier  (De  la  Medecine 
secretion  was  discharged  by  the   Operatoire),  copied  into  Loop- 
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er's  Surgical  Dictionary,  (Art. 
Vagina  imperforate.)  One  cir- 
cumstance, however,  scarcely 
adverted  to  by  Sabatier,  is  the 
sympathy  of  the  mamma  with  the 
uterus,  exemplified  in  the  case  I 
have  narrated,  and  which  some- 
times proceeds  so  far  as  even  to 
establish  a  vicarious  secretion 
from  this  gland  ;  the  same  thing 
having  also  been  observed,  "  per 
vias  aeriferas,  urinarias,  alvum, 
digitos,  cicatrices,  oculos,  nasum, 
aliasve  partes." — (Callisen.) — Of 
course,  however,  some  exaggera- 
tion or  misconception  has  arisen 
in  many  of  these  cases,  so  that  I 
would  not  be  considered  as  a  be- 
liever in  many  of  the  cases  re- 
ferred to  in  the  quotation. 

The  similarity,  in  the  symptoms 
of  such  cases,  to  those  arising 
from  pregnancy,  and  the  injurious 
suspicions  often  excited,  have 
been  frequently  pointed  out  ;  the 
resemblance  they  bear  to  cases 
of  amenorrhcea,  and  the  necessity 
of  manual  examinations,  are  also 
evident  from  the  instance  just  re- 
lated. The  operation  for  imper- 
forate hymen  is  generally  a  very 
simple  one,  as  the  fluid  retained 
in  the  vagina  and  uterus  distends 
the  membrane,  so  as  to  point  out 
exactly  where  the  incision  is  to 
be  made.  It  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten, however,  that  the  operation, 
however  skilfully  performed.  Is 
not  wholly  unattended  with  clan- 
ger. In  the  last  instance  in  which 
1  witnessed  the  operation,  the 
patient  died  in  consequence  of 
inflammation  of  the  peritoneum. 
The  fluid  which  is  retained,  is  in 
general  perfectly  free  from  pu- 
trefaction, however  long  the  dis- 
ease may  have  lasted  (see  Mem. 
de  I'Acad.  de  Chir.),  though  the 
rule  is  not  without  exception. — 
(SabatieTjOp.  cii.)— Where  putre- 


faction takes  place,  death  may 
often  result  from  the  irritation 
produced  by  this  cause  on  the 
constitution  ;  and  even  where  it 
does  not  occur,  yet  suppuration 
ensues,  after  the  retained  fluid 
has  been  evacuated,  and  the  em- 
ployment of  opiates  and  soothing 
injections  becomes  necessary,  to 
obviate  the  irritation  which  is 
excited.  But  some  danger  arises 
from  the  mere  quantity  of  the 
retained  fluid,  which  may  be  so 
great  as  to  produce  rupture  of 
the  fallopian  tubes  into  the  cavity 
of  the  peritoneum. — (De  Haen, 
Ratio  Medendi.) — Smellie  men- 
tions a  case  where  three  pints 
and  a  half  were  discharged  by 
operation  ;  and  half  a  pint  more 
came  away  subsequently,  of  the 
consistence  of  butter-milk  ;  a 
quantity  sufficient  to  distend  the 
uterus,  as  in  a  case  of  pregnancy; 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  natural 
contraction  of  this  organ,  very 
likely  to  be  followed  by  severe 
irritation,  or  fatal  infia(n{nation. 
In  the  case  I  have  narrated,  I 
carefully  abstained  from  pressure, 
but  allowed  the  fluid  to  be  expel- 
led by  the  contraction  of  the  ute- 
rus, and  the  pressure  of  the  ab- 
dominal muscles  ;  the  discharge 
in  this  manner  taking  place  very 
slowly,  in  consequence  of  the 
consistence  of  the  fluid,  which  is 
usually  like  treacle.  Attention 
to  this  rule  I  believe  to  be  the 
principal  means  of  avoiding  dan- 
gerous results. 

Where  the  malformation  is  si- 
tuated not  at  the  orifice,  but  with- 
in the  vagina,  an  operation  be- 
comes much  more  diflicult  and 
dangerous.  Sir  Astley  Cooper 
mentioned  to  me  a  case  in  which 
he  had  made  incisions  to  form  a 
passage  to  the  uterus,  and  haJ 
cut  through  not  less  than  Uv9 
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inches  of  membrane,  without  per- 
fectly exposing  the  cervix  uteri, 
though  the  result  was  successful, 
as  it  was  followed  by  pregnancy. 
A  lady,  after  eight  years  suffering, 
was  operated  on,  and  the  surgeon 
passed  his  finger  into  a  large  ca- 
vity, from  which  a  good  deal  of 
blood  escaped,  and  which  was 
believed  to  be  the  vagina  ;  the 
patient  died,  however,  in  three 
days,  and  it  was  discovered  that 
the  cavity  was  that  of  the  bladder, 
the  death  having  been  the  conse- 
quence of  the  escape  of  the  men- 
strual secretion  into  the  abdomen, 
from  a  rupture  of  one  of  the  fal- 
lopian tubes. — (Sabatier,  op.  cit.) 

The  difficulty  of  the  operation 
is  necessarily  still  greater  when 
the  obliteration  is  situated  in  the 
orifice  of  the  uterus  itself, — not 
the  OS  uteri  in  the  sense  in  which 
the  term  is  employed  by  many 
authors,  who  allude  to  the  sub- 
ject of  this  paper,  by  which  they 
mean  the  vagina, — unless  the  cer- 
vix is  distended  and  elongated  by 
the  fluid,  so  as  to  communicate  a 
sense  of  fluctuation  to  the  finger. 
Several  directions  for  opening 
the  uterus  when  thus  enlarged, 
and  containing  menstrual  fluid,  or 
when  the  cervix  is  obliterated 
subsequent  to  impregnation,  will 
be  found  in  Callisen,  Syst.  Chir. 
vol.  2,  ccccxlviii. 

Callisen  (op.  cit.)  remarks, 
Accidentalis  vel  symptomatica 
vaginas  concretio  totalis  vix  un- 
quam  occurrit."  Such  cases  are,- 
no  doubt,  more  rare  than  the  in- 
stances in  which  some  small  pas- 
sage remains  open  for  menstrua- 
tion, and  have  been  seldom  re- 
corded by  modern  surgeons,  while 
much  attention  has  been  bestowed 
on  the  less  important  cases  of 
imperforate  hymen  ;  a  neglect 
which  has  induced  me  to  throw 


together  these  remarks  :  but  se- 
veral cases  are  described  by  old- 
er authors,  and  I  refer  particular- 
ly to  Beckerus,  De  Paidiocto- 
nia  inculpata,"  and  Roonhuyse, 

Med.  Chir.  Obs.  Englished  out 
of  Dutch  by  a  careful  hand.'* 
The  latter  author,  for  instance, 
relates  a  similar  case  to  that 
which  I  have  detailed,  where  a 
woman  had  her  vagina  so  com- 
pletely obliterated  by  gangrene 
after  delivery,  "  that  she  never 
had  her  menses  any  more."  Hav- 
ing dilated  the  vagina  with  a  spe- 
culum, the  closed  part  was  open- 
ed from  above  downwards,  by  a 
lancet  tied  to  the  end  of  the  finger. 
A  pessary  was  afterwards  era- 
ployed,  but  neglected  by  the 
patient,  and  in  a  subsequent  con- 
finement a  further  operation  be- 
came necessary  ;  but  the  patient 
was  allowed  to  be  so  long  in  labor 
before  it  was  performed,  that  she 
died  in  three  days. 

These  cases  of  obliteration  of 
the  vagina  after  delivery,  are 
much  more  difficult  to  relieve  by 
operation,  than  most  of  those  in 
which  there  is  a  congenital  defi- 
ciency. It  is  probable  that  they 
scarcely  ever  occur  without  con- 
siderable loss  of  substance  by 
sloughing,  the  consequence  of 
which  is  the  approximation,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  of  the 
rfectum  and  bladder  and  urethra 
to  each  other,  and  their  junction 
by  a  hard  semicartilaginous  cica- 
trix, unyielding,  and  difficult  to 
divide.  The  intricacy  and  diffi- 
culty of  the  case  are  necessarily 
dependent  on  the  extent  to  which 
the  obliteration  has  taken  place  ; 
whether  the  sides  are  only  brought 
together,  or  two  or  three  inches 
of  the  vagina  are  firmly  united, 
as  in  the  latter  case,  there  will 
not  be  the  distension  of  the  vagina 
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above  the  obliteration,  spparating 
the  bladder  and  rectum  from  each 
other,  and  defending  ihem  where 
they  are  most  loose,  and  where 
there  is  consequently  greater  risk 
of  injuring  these  viscera.  The 
operation  becomes  still  more  de- 
licate when  the  sides  of  the  ute- 
rus are  also  united  together, 
which  appeared  lo  be  the  case  in 
a  patient  of  my  friend  Mr.  Mayo, 
on  whom  he  twice  performed  an 
operation  (at  the  last  of  which  I 
assisted),  and  succeeded  in  re- 
storing part  of  the  canal,  though 
not  in  reaching  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus.  There  was  in  this  case, 
however,  no  accumulation  of 
menstrual  secretion,  and  the 
health  of  the  patient  was  restor- 
ed; so  that  in  all  probability  great 
part  of  the  cavity  of  the  uterus 
was  obliterated,  and  the  function 
of  menstruation  gradually  ceased. 

The  operation  is  generally  di- 
rected to  be  performed  by  making 
a  perpendicular  incision,  but  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  much  better, 
in  Qiost  cases,  to  cut  through  the 
cicatrix  transversely,  i.  e.,  with 
one  flat  side  of  the  scalpel  towards 
the  rectum,  and  the  other  towards 
the  bladder  ;  in  which  direction, 
I  imagine,  with  attention  to  the 
anatomy  of  the  parts,  there  must 
be  much  less  risk  of  wounding 
either  of  these  viscera,  than  when 
the  edge  of  the  knife  is  held  up- 
wards or  downwards,  and  there 
can  scarcely  be  any  risk  of  injur- 
ing the  peritoneum,  as  the  vagina 
is  so  little  connected  with  it,  that 
the  puckering  of  the  cicatrix  is 
not  likely  to  implicate  this  mem- 
brane. I  need  only  repeat  the 
necessity  of  attending  to  the  after 
treatment,  in  the  same  manner 
as  after  the  operation  for  imper- 
forate hymen,  and  to  the  empty- 
ing both  the  bladder  and  rectum 


in  all  these  cases  previous  to  the 
operation. — Lond..  Med.  Gaz. 


II. 

A  CASE  OP  PERFORATION  OP  THE  STO- 
MACH AND  CESOPHAGUSj  WITH  BRIEF 
REMARKS. 

By  Marshall  Hall,  M.D.  F.R.S.E.,  &c. 

The  little  girl,  whose  case  I  am 
about  to  describe,  had  been  sub- 
ject, from  a  very  early  period  af- 
ter her  birth,  to  attacks  of  bron- 
chitis. 

Early  in  April  she  became  af- 
fected with  pertussis.  The  symp- 
toms of  bronchial  and  p.ulmonary 
inflammation  called  for  the  ab- 
straction of  blood  ;  and  three,  and 
then  two  leeches,  were  applied 
to  the  chest  on  two  successive 
days,  with  other  remedies  usual 
in  such  cases.  This  was  follow- 
ed by  exhaustion  with  reaction, 
the  countenance  varying,  being 
sometimes  pallid  and  cold,  and 
sometimes  flushed  ;  and  the  pulse 
frequent  and  jerking.  Soon  after 
the  second  application  of  leeches, 
there  were  also  frequent  fits  of 
convulsion,  for  which  a  cold  lotion 
was  applied  to  the  head  ;  and  the 
warm  bath  was  used  frequently. 
The  Flydrargyrum  cum  Creta 
was  administered,  with  a  mild 
nutritious  diet.  There  was  no 
sickness  nor  diarrhoea. 

After  a  variable  state  of  things, 
this  little  patient  sank  and  expir- 
ed, having  lingered  eight  days. 

Permission  could  not  be  obtain- 
ed to  inspect  the  body  until  the 
fifth  day  after  death.  The  mor- 
bid appearances  were  then  care- 
fully noticed  by  Mr.  R.  Welbank 
and  myself. 

The  general  surface  was  ex- 
tremely pallid,  but  there  was 
little  or  no  emaciation. 
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The  bronchiae  were  clogged 
with  raucus,  and  the  lowest  lobe 
of  each  lung  was  hepatized. 

On  looking  into  the  right  cavity 
of  the  thorax,  a  saiail  portion  of 
venous  blood  was  observed.  The 
source  of  this  was  carefully 
traced.  A  small  part  of  the 
pleura  immediately  adjacent  and 
above  this  spot,  extending  up- 
wards over  the  convex  surface  of 
the  vertebrae,  was  found  perfect- 
ly removed  by  erosion  ;  the  sub- 
jacent veins  had  been  opened  by 
the  same  process,  and  their  blood 
had  escaped  ;  the  nerves  were 
left  entire,  as  it  were,  beautiful- 
ly dissected.  Proceeding  with 
the  examination,  there  was  found, 
at  a  part  which  corresponded  with 
these  appearances,  an  opening 
that  penetrated  into  the  oesopha- 
gus ;  and  through  this  opening  a 
portion  of  the  contents  of  the  sto- 
mach flowed,  on  raising  this  organ. 
At  the  same  moment,  the  rest  of 
the  contents  of  the  stomach  es- 
caped into  the  abdomen,  through 
a  large  orifice  at  its  most  depend- 
ent part. 

On  further  examination  of  the 
state  of  the  oesophagus  and  sto- 
mach, the  mucous  membrane  was 
found  uniformly  reduced  to  a  ge- 
latinous mass  ;  the  textures  con- 
stituting the  former  were  pierced 
by  an  irregular  opening,  of  a  size 
less  than  that  of  a  pea  ;  the  peri- 
toneum covering  ihe  latter  was 
destroyed  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent. But  there  were  no  appear- 
ances of  disease  about  the  edges 
of  either  orifice. 

The  head  was  not  examined. 
The  other  viscera  presented  no 
unnatural  appearances. 

The  case  thus  briefly  detailed, 
leads  to  some  remarks  of  great 
interest 


1.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  that 
in  this  case  the  perforations  of  the 
oesophagus  and  of  the  stomach  re- 
sulted from  the  action  of  the  gas- 
tric juices  after  death.  This  ap- 
pears to  be  proved  by  the  eroded 
state  of  the  adjacent  parts.  This 
fact  may  therefore  be  regarded 
as  established  by  the  present  and 
similar  cases. 

2.  It  is  equally  certain,  that 
there  is  one  special  disease  or 
disorder  of  infants  which  leads  to 
similar  results,  as  stated  in  the 
interesting  and  valuable  paper  of 
Dr.  John  Gairdner,  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  Edinburgh 
Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  vol. 
i.  p.  311. 

3.  It  is  a  point  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  stale,  in  the  account 
of  post-mortem  appearances,  at 
what  precise  period  afier  death 
the  examination  was  made  ;  and 
it  might  be  useful  sometimes  to 
make  the  examination  at  two  dis- 
tinct periods,  taking  care  not  to 
disturb  the  parts  at  the  first.  It 
is  quite  plain  that,  had  the  parents 
of  the  little  girl  whose  case  has 
been  given,  earlier  consented  to 
an  examination,  some  of  the  ap- 
pearances which  have  been  de- 
scribed would  not  have  been  ob- 
served. 

4.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
make  a  series  of  observations  on 
rabbits  and  other  animals,  with  a 
view  of  determining  the  circum- 
stances which  favor  or  oppose  the 
erosion  of  the  stomach  by  the 
gastric  juice.  The  observations 
made  by  Dr.  W.  Phflip,  in  the 
third  edition  of  his  singularly  ad- 
mirable work  on  the  Vital  Func- 
tions, pp.  131-2,  appear  to  be  too 
general  on  this  point. 

5.  We  might  possibly  employ 
the  gastric  juice  in  the  minute 
dissection  of  the  nerves,  since 
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this  texture  appears  to  resist  the  by  M.  Cruveilhier,  in  his  Me- 

action  of  this  agent,  whilst  that  decine  Pratique,  Cahier  i.  p.  143. 

of  the  other  parts  is  destroyed  by  — Edinburgh   J\Ied.    and  Surg. 

it.    The  fact  itself  is  mentioned  Journ. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


PULMONARY  CONSUMPTION.  ^'^"s  for  this  mode  of  treatment.  Free 

exposure  to  il  e  atmospliere,  and  vi- 
Dr.  Parish,  of  Philadelphia,  in  a  g^,^.^,^,^  exercise  to  the  utmost  of  the- 
paper  published  in  the  N.  A.  Jour-  strength,  are  .he  only  remedies  wor- 
nal,  gives  it  as  the  result  •  of  his  ex-  j,,^  ^f-  confidence  in  this  form  of 
perience,  that  the  best  remedies  for  phthisis;  and  in  those  cases  where 
this  disease  are  air  and  exercise,  ^hey  cannot  produce  a  cure,  will 
The  treatment  so  often  adopted  in  certainly  protract  the  fatal  termina- 
these  cases,  of  confining  the  patient  ti,,^^  Catarrh  or  pneumonia  may 
to  an  apartment  of  uniform  tempera-  i^^^g^^  supervene  on  the  complaint, 
ture,  employing  depletion  and  low  ^nd  require  depletion  ;  but  this  is 
diet,  has,  according  to  him,  the  uni-  ^hen  to  be  very  sparingly  used, 
form  effect  of  aggravating  the  disease,  ^^^^  ^iher  circumstances  to 
and  has  often  been  the  means  of  wholly  avoided, 
inducing,  or  at  least  accelerating,  a  tj^^^.^*  certainly  much  good 
fatal  termination.  The  ground  on  ^^^^^  ^he  views  taken  of  this  sub- 
which  this  mode  of  treatment  is  ject  by  Dr.  P.,  and  when  the  age  and 
founded  is,  that  the  disease  is  inflam-  extensive  experience  of  their  author 
inatory,  and  must  be  met  by  anti-  are  taken  into  view,they  seem  entitled 
phlogistics;  but  tuberculous  phthisis  is  to  very  respectful  attention.  They 
not  an  inflammatory  disease,  in  any  are  however  expressed  in  terms  some- 
proper  sense  of  the  term  ;  and  those  ,^hat  too  bold  and  unqualified,  and 
measures  which  prove  remedial  in  their  application  to  practice  would 
disease  of  that  class,  are  calculated  require  some  discretion.  We  can 
only  to  increase  it.  The  pulse  of  see  no  reason,  moreover,  why  the  re- 
phthisical  patients,  which  is  so  ofien  marks  should  have  been  limited  to 
supposed  to  in(iicate  depletion,  is  a  tubercular  phthisis,  since,  so  far  as 
pulse  of  irritation  ;  and  this  irritation  they  are  just,  they  surely  apply,  with 
is  frequently  the  effect  of  that  unnatu-  equal  force,  to  that  form  of  phthisis 
ral  state  of  the  system,  which  is  kept  which  is  the  sequel  of  pneumonia, 
up  in  the  patient  by  the  use  of  diet  We  apprehend  that  the  true  heredi- 
and  medicine.  A  healthy  man,  con-  tary  scrofulous  consumption  is  not 
fined  in  a  close  apartment,  and  bled,  often  susceptible  of  a  cure,  either 
purged  and  starved  for  a  few  weeks,  medical  or  spontaneous  ;  nor  do  we 
would  at  the  end  of  that  time  present  perceive  that  the  majority  of  the 
the  same  symptoms,  which  in  the  cases  related  by  Dr.  Parish,  were  in 
eyes  of  many  practitioners  are  indica-  fact  of  this  description.    On  the  oth- 
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er  hand,  we  believe  that  chronic 
pneumonia  is  too  often  induced  by 
the  injudicious  use  of  certain  reme- 
dial agents  in  the  acute  stage ;  and 
as  often  kept  up  by  the  continuance 
of  depletion,  when  the  system  de- 
mands a  renovation  of  its  powers, 
and  a  return  to  its  natural  functions. 
In  this  state,  however,  we  do  not 
think  it  generally  happens  that  the 
tnere  omission  of  medicine,  and  driv- 
ing the  patient  abroad,  will  afford 
the  degree  and  kind  of  stimulus  re- 
quired. Matters  must  be  managed 
with  rather  more  delicacy.  Patients 
under  these  circumstances,  if  belong- 
ing to  the  country,  are  greatly  bene- 
fited by  a  return  to  the  place  of  their 
nativity,  and  to  their  friends.  Those 
who  do  not,  still  derive  equal  advan- 
tage from  travelling.  In  both  these 
cases,  there  are  many  causes  put  in 
operation  calculated  to  produce  a 
favorable  change  ;  but  there  is  no 
■doubt  that  pure  air  and  bodily  exer- 
cise do  their  share  of  good.  The 
substitute,  however,  of  labor  and  un- 
limited exposure  in  one  class  of  per- 
sons, or  of  the  toil  of  medical  coun- 
try practice  in  another,  is  not  likely, 
we  apprehend,  to  be  beneficial  in  all 
<;ases,  notwithstanding  that,  in  some 
of  those  related  by  Dr.  Parish,  it 
appears  to  have  been  successful. 

Among  the  instances  which  Dr. 
P.  adduces  of  the  happy  influence  of 
his  two  favorite  agents  on  pulmonary 
disease,  is  the  case  of  Dr.  T.  M. 
Harris,  of  this  State  ;  who,  in  the 
jrear  1804,  while  apparently  in  the 
last  stage  of  consumption,  performed 
a  journey  to  Marietta,  in  Ohio,  and 
returned  home  with  his  health  re- 
stored.   We  are  not  informed  what 


were  the  particular  circumstances  of 
Dr.  Harris's  case,  and  are  therefore 
unable  to  judge  whether  it  was  tu- 
berculous or  otherwise.  We  are 
however  ourselves  acquainted  with 
the  fact,  that  this  gentleman  has  had 
no  recurrence  of  his  former  symp- 
toms ;  and  are  by  no  means  disposed 
to  find  fault  with  a  mode  of  treat- 
ment, which  has  been  instrumental 
in  preserving  to  the  clerical  profes- 
sion one  of  its  most  accomplished 
and  most'  valuable  members. — To 
this  case  .  we  might  add  another, — 
that  of  a  respected  relative,  now 
Surgeon  General  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  no  less  illustrative  of  the 
views  of  Dr.  Parish.  The  details  of 
this  case  we  hope  to  offer  our  read- 
ers at  some  future  period.  We  re- 
commend to  their  careful  perusal, 
the  paper  of  Dr.  Parish,  which,  as 
well  as  the  other  articles  in  the  pre- 
sent number  of  the  Journal,  will  be 
found  highly  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive. 


MEASLES. 

We  notice  in  the  periodicals  of  the 
day,  that  a  German  physician  has 
been  treating  this  disease  with  cold 
affusion,  with  remarkable  success. 
Of  121  patients  who  had  the  disease, 
52  were  treated  in  this  manner,  of 
whom  one  died  ;  while  among  the 
68  in  whom  a  different  practice  was 
resorted  to,  the  number  of  deaths 
was  eleven.  The  application  era- 
ployed  was  a  mixture  of  vinegar  and 
water,  with  which  the  whole  surface 
of  the  body  was  freely  sponged. 
The  temperature  of  the  fluid  was  in 
inverse  proportion  to  that  of  the  skill 
at  the  time  of  its  employment,  and 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


619 


varied  from  90  deg.  Fahr.  to  33,  at 
which  temperature  it  was  used  when 
the  heat  of  the  body  was  108  deg. 
The  only  precaution  adopted,  was 
that  of  omitting  the  ablution  when 
the  patient  was  in  a  tranquil  state, 
or  perspiring.  Both  the  severity 
and  duration  of  the  disease  seemed 
to  be  diminished  by  the  remedy. 
In  three  patients,  it  was  remarked 
that  the  eruption  came  out  immedi- 
ately after  the  ablution,  though  be- 
fore there  had  been  no  sign  of  its 
appearance. 

We  consider  these  facts  to  be  va- 
luable, not  so  much  by  suggesting  a 
new  mode  of  practice  in  measles, — 
which  in  the  majority  of  cases,  oc- 
curring under  favorable  circum- 
stances, scarcely  requires  treatment, 
— as  by  furnishing  new  arguments 
against  the  prejudice  which  is  so 
general  among  the  uninformed,  and 
even  extends  in  some  instances  to 
physicians,  in  favor  of  maintaining 
this  eruption  by  the  internal  and 
external  application  of  heat.  The 
danger  of  the  eruption  being  repel- 
led from  the  surface,  which  is  the 
bugbear  of  the  nurse,  is  not  always 
viewed  without  apprehension  by  the 
medical  attendant,  who,  though  he 
derides  the  notion,  finds  it  exerting 
some  little  influence  on  his  manage- 
ment of  the  case.  While  the  prac- 
titioner timidly  prohibits  the  admis- 
sion of  cold  air  and  the  use  of  cold 
water,  advantage  is  readily  take(i  of 
these  concessions  to  load  the  patient 
with  clothing,  and  to  aid  their  effect 
by  administering  stimulating  infu- 
sions. If  these  views  be  erroneous, 
and  the  practice  founded  on  them 
useless  or  dangerous,  they  certainly 


cannot  too  soon  be  exploded  and 
abandoned. 


ANEURISM. 

Dr.  Coates,  of  Philadelphia;  sug- 
gests the  idea,  that  the  morbid  ap- 
pearances usually  found  connected 
with  aneurismal  tumors, — such  as 
the  thickening  and  hardness  of  the 
neighboring  arterial  texture,  the  pu- 
rulent effusion  and  the  tubercular 
deposits, — are  the  result  of  an  in- 
flammatory process  ;  and  that  arte- 
ritis, to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  is  a 
far  more  frequent  disease  than  is 
generally  imagined.  Dr.  C.  is  dis- 
posed to  refer  the  unusual  redness 
sometimes  found  in  the  internal  coats 
of  these  vessels,  to  this  cause,  rather 
than  to  any  change  occurring  after 
death.  The  possible  connection  of 
inflammatory  fever  with  this  state  of 
the  arteries,  is  a  point  well  worth 
considering.  Dr.  Coates's  paper, 
to  which  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  do 
justice  in  an  analysis,  may  be  found 
in  the  last  No.  of  the  N.  A.  Journal. 


COLICA  PICTONUM. 

Dr.  Coxe,  of  Philadelphia,  relates  a 
case  of  this  disease  which  terminated 
fatally  on  the  third  day.  On  exami- 
nation, the  mucous  coat  of  the  sto- 
mach was  found  much  softened,  so  as 
to  be  removed  with  the  slightest 
force,  and  forming  after  its  removal 
a  pulpy  mass.  The  principal  morbid 
appearances  existed  in  the  colon,  the 
internal  surface  of  which  was  in  a 
state  of  high  irritation,  resembling 
that  of  incipient  dysentery.  It  was 
studded  with  small  tumors  of  a  deep 
purple  color,  apparently  from  venous 
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blood  contained  in  the  substance  of  considerrble  accumulation  of  feces 
the  mucous  coat.     There  was  no   in  any  part  of  the  intestinal  canal. 
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THE  FAMILY  PHYSICIAN  OF  GENERAL 
WOLFE. 

In  some  of  the  pictures,  familiar  to 
most  of  us,  of  the  death  of  General 
Wolfe,  his  Physician,  Dr.  Hinde,  is 
represented  as  feeling  the  fast  ebbing 
pulse  of  the  wounded  hero.  This 
Dr.  Hinde  has  recently  died  at  New- 
port, Ky.,  at  the  advanced  a<.e  of  <J2 
years.  A  sketch  of  his  life  and  cha- 
racter is  gi  en  in  that  excellent  peri- 
odical, the  Western  Journal  of  the 
Medical  and  Piiysical  Sciences,  from 
which  biography  we  derive  the  facts 
connected  u  ith  his  history. 

Like  most  of  those  of  our  time 
who  took  part  in  the  ea  ly  wars  of 
the  country.  Dr.  H.  was  accustomed, 
in  hi>i  extreme  old  age,  to  describe 
scenes  and  rola  e  incidents  touching 
those  wars  aiid  ihe  patriotic  men  who 
were  distinguished  in  them,  wi  h  the 
spirit  and  almost  the  vivacity  of 
youth.  Gen.  Wolfe  was  the  object 
of  his  liveliest  recollections,  and  to  his 
latest  days  he  was  accustomed  to  de- 
scribe him  as  "  a  tall  and  robust  per- 
son, with  fair  complexion  and  sandy 
hair,  possessing  a  countenance  calm, 
resolute,  confident,  and  beaming  with 
intelligence." 

Dr.  Hinde,  it  appears,  was  a  na- 
tive of  England,  and  pursued  his  pro- 
fessional studies  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Thomas  Brooke,  one  of  the 
Physicians  of  St.  Tliomas'  Hospital. 
After  retiring  from  the  service,  he 
settled  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  in  the 


immediate  vicinity  of  two  men  who 
soon  converted  his  royalty  into  re- 
publicanism, and,  notwithstanding  his 
former  zeal  in  the  cause  of  his  native 
country,  opened  his  eyes  to  the  in- 
tolerable burdens  heaped  upon  that 
of  his  adoption.  Tiiese  influential 
neighbors  were  Pati  ick  Henry,  and 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Davis,  afterwards 
President  of  Princeton  College.  To 
the  former  he  became  family  physi- 
cian, and  in  1775  was  his  chief  sur- 
geon, when  he  marched  against  Lord 
Dunmore,  in  the  gunpowder  expedi- 
tion. Lord  D.,  then  Governor  of 
Virginia,  was  not  only  the  country- 
man, but  had  been  the  personal  friend 
of  Dr.  Hinde  ;  yet  the  Do -tor,  for- 
getting  i  dike  his  personal  friendship, 
his  king,  and  his  country,  was  bold 
in  his  pursuit  of  what  he  knew  to  be 
j'lstice; — he  became,  in  fact,  a  genu- 
ine disciple  of  the  fervent  patriot 
whom  he  followed. 

Dr.  Hinde  was  an  enthusiast.  The 
current  of  his  feelings,  whatever 
course  it  took,  rolled  on  with  great 
impetuosity.  This  is  farther  illus- 
trated in  his  religious  history,  as  will 
appear  by  the  following  anecdote  re- 
lated by  his  biographer. 

Dr.  Hinde  had  been  educated  in 
the  principles  and  practice  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  ;  but  he  now  be- 
came a  Deist,  and  took  pride  and 
pleasure  in  ridiculing  Christianity. 
His  views  and  feelings,  however,  at 
length  underwent  a  radical  change  ; 
the  immediate  cause  of  which  was  lo 
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uncommon,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
so  professional,  liiat  we  shall  not  he- 
sitate to  relate  it.  His  wife  and 
daughter  had  been  converted  to 
Christianity,  and  attached  themselves 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
For  tltis  act,  his  daughter  was  banish- 
ed from  his  house,  and  his  wife  placed 
under  medical  treatment,  for  what  he 
considered,  or  affected  to  consider, 
insanity.  His  remedy  was  a  blister- 
ing plaster  to  the  whole  length  of 
the  spine,  which  he  left  on  for  seve- 
ral days.  By  this  n)easure  of  vio- 
lence, he  hoped  to  deter  her  fiom 
further  attendance  on  places  of  pub- 
lic worship.  But,  as  he  used  to  say, 
God  turtied  the  *  huge  blister'  upon 
his  own  heart.  The  Christian  forti- 
tude and  meekness,  with  which  his 
wife  bore  the  protracted  anguish 
which  his  cruelty  inflicted  on  her, 
excited  his  sympathy  and  filled  his 
soul  with  remorse.  A  feeling  of 
respect  was  awakened  towards  that 
religion,  whose  votaries  could  endure 
such  pain  and  persecution,  without  a 
murmur;  and  he  was  led  forthwith 
to  ituestigate  its  origin  and  princi- 
ples. The  inquiry  resulted  in  a 
perfect  conviction  of  its  divinity  ; 
and  he  attached  himself  to  the  same 
church,  from  which  he  had  sought 
by  violence  to  estrange  his  wife  and 
daughter,  and  for  nearly  half  a  cen- 
tury continued  one  of  its  most  de- 
vout and  exemplary  members.  Such 
was  his  temperametit,  indeed,  that 
he  may  fairly  be  said  to  have  passed 
into  the  opposite  extreme.  Down 
to  his  dying  day,  religion  was  his 
darling  theme.  No  waking  hour 
ever  passed,  whoever  might  be  pre- 
sent, in  which  he  did  not  utter  some 
expression  of  admiration  for  the 
Christian  faith,  and  thank  heaven 
that  he  felt  its  influence.  Through- 
out the  whole  of  this  long  period,  he 
never  attended  to  the  call  of  a  pa- 
tient, without  first  retiring  to  pray 
in  secret,  for  the  success  of  what  he 
might  prescribe  ;  and  when  he  reach- 
ed the  house,  whether  of  rich  or 
poor,  Christian  or  infidel,  his  inva- 


riable practice  was,  to  assemble  such 
members  of  the  f.imily  as  coiil  i  be 
conveniently  brought  together  and 
re-engage  with  them  in  prayer  for 
the  recovery  of  the  sick,  be  ore  he 
would  exhibit  a  single  remedy.  In 
the  efficacy  of  prayer  the  Doctor  was 
a  firm  believer,  and  not  a  few  of  his 
patients  cherished  the  same  faith. 
To  all  such,  his  religious  efforts  were 
auxiliary  to  his  professional  ;  as  they 
contributed  to  tranquillize  the  feel- 
ings, inspirit  the  hopes,  or  confirm 
the  resignation  of  the  sick." 

The  following  relation  appears  al- 
so to  show  that  his  zeal  was  not  alto- 
gether extinguished  in  his  old  age. 

"  His  taste  and  judgment  kept  him 
in  communion  with  the  respectable 
sect  of  Christians  to  which  he  at  first 
attached  himself ;  but  he  cherished 
the  kindest  feelings  towards  all  oth- 
ers, of  which  he  gave  many  practical 
evidences.  The  zeal  which  he  felt 
when  united  with  his  brethren  in  de- 
votional exercises,  was,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  cheniistry,  highly  efferves-^ 
cent;  and  frequently  manifested  it- 
self in  ebullitions  of  feeling  the  most 
artless  and  unaffected.  Instances  of 
this  kind  have  been  nientioned  to  us  ; 
one  of  which,  as  illustrating  this  fea- 
ture of  his  character,  we  shall  pre- 
sent to  our  readers.  The  Doctor 
was  in  the  habit  of  indulging  himself 
in  the  extempore  responses,  which 
are  practised  by  the  devouter  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  church  while 
the  clergyman  is  preaching.  In  his 
old  age,  he  frequently  indulged  him- 
self in  these  pious  exclamations,  in 
the  argumentative  periods  of  the  dis- 
course, when  others  were  not  so 
strongly  excited,  and  wished  to  at- 
tend, without  interruption,  to  the 
reasonings  of  the  preacher.  Some 
of  his  friends  admonished  him  on 
this  subject,  and  he  pronnsed  in  fu- 
ture to  restrain  himself.  But,  as 
might  have  been  foreseen,  he  became 
impatient  under  this  rash  acquies- 
cence ;  and  not  long  afterwards,  in 
the  midst  of  a  sermon,  becoming 
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warmpd  in  advance  of  the  congrega- 
tion, but  still  recollecting  his  pro- 
mise, with  a  naivete  which  might 
challenge  comparison,  he  exclaimed, 
— *  Amen,  at  a  venture  /'  " 

Our  deceased  brother  was  a  pro- 
fessed disciple  of  Lavater  ;  and  he 
placed  great  reliance  on  the  expres- 
sion of  the  countenance  in  judging 
of  the  nature,  or  probable  issue  of 
disease.  In  this  instance,  most  ex- 
perienced physicians  are  doubtless 
physiognomists.  There  is  something 
in  the  first  look,  of  a  patient  which 
cannot  be  described,  but  which  really 
gives  us  an  insight  into  his  case, 
which  subsequent  inquiry  generally 
confirms.  Even  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  tedious  illness  there  is  oft- 
en an  expression  of  the  countenance 
which  forebodes  a  favorable  or  a  fa- 
tal termination,  and  which  rarely  de- 
ceives us. 

As  a  Surgeon  and  Physician,  Dr. 
Hinde  was  extensively  engaged  in 
practice,  both  in  Virginia,  and  sub- 
sequently in  the  interior  of  Ken- 
tucky ;  and  we  regret  that  on  this, 
the  most  interesting  part  of  our  sub- 
ject, we  have  so  little  to  offer.  Our 
apology  may  be  found  in  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  from  his  biography — 
a  paragraph  which  might  close  the 
history  of  too  many  of  our  most  skil- 
ful and  experienced  physicians. 

"  In  concluding  our  sketch,  we 
may  be  allowed  to  express  a  regret, 
that  one  endowed  with  so  much 
sound  understanding,  quick  percep- 
tion, and  active  benevolence  ;  favor- 
ed with  such  diversified  opportuni- 
ties, and  permitted  to  live  so  long, 
should  have  left  behind  him  none  of 
the  fruits  of  his  ample  experience. 
When  such  a  mnn  bequeathes  to  pos- 
terity nothing  but  his  good  name,  he 


can  scarcely  be  said  to  have  fulfilled 
his  destiny." 


Comhination  of  Lactuca  SylveS' 
tris  and  Digitalis  in  the  Treattnent 
of  Hydrothorax. — VVe  are  indebted 
to  Dr.  Teel,  of  Aurich,  for  this  mode 
of  practice.  M.  Brosius  has  applied 
it  in  twelve  "  inveterate'*  cases  of 
hydrothorax,  and  has  much  confi- 
dence in  its  efficacy.  Although  but 
two  of  these  cases  were  radically 
cured,  the  symptoms  of  eight  others 
were  very  materially  relieved.  In 
two  patients  only,  the  remedy  ap- 
peared to  exert  no  beneficial  influ- 
ence ;  and  in  these  instances  the  fact 
was  corroborated,  that,  if  the  pro- 
posed remedy  does  not  relieve  dur- 
ing the  first  days  of  the  disease,  no 
advantage  is  to  be  expected  from  its 
continuance. 

One  of  the  complete  cures  surpass- 
ed every  previous  hope.  The  pa- 
tient was  a  woman  seventy-four  years 
of  age.  She  took  four  grains  of  the 
Extr.  Lactuc,  with  one  grain  of  the 
powder  of  Digitalis  in  a  dose,  every 
two  hours.  After  the  fourth  dose, 
the  symptoms  were  much  relieved  ; 
after  the  sixth,  they  had  disappeared  ; 
and  at  the  end  of  three  days,  during 
which  time  the  patient  had  taken  in 
all  eighteen  doses,  a  strong  infusion 
of  digitalis  was  prescribed.  The 
cure  was  completed  by  light  bitters. 

In  one  case  in  which  this  combi- 
nation acted  as  a  palliative,  the  pa- 
tient was  relieved  in  five  attacks,  in 
each  of  which  the  face,  hands  and 
feet  were  oedematous.  The  sixth 
attack  proved  fatal. — Journ.  der, 
Prak.  Heilkunde. 


Acetate  of  Morphia  successfully 
applied  to  a  Blistered  Surface  in 
Tetanus. — A  woniar>,  29  years  of 
age,  having  general  good  health,  re- 
ceived a  slight  wound  on  the  brow, 
which  she  washed  with  cold  water, 
and  dressed  wiih  emollient  poultices. 
Two  davs  after,  incipient  trismus 
became  manifest,  accompanied  by 
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contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the 
neck  and  abdomen.  Tetanus  soon 
became  general,  and  the  spasms  were 
very  severe.  She  was  then, — viz., 
from  the  22d  of  October  to  the  27th, 
— treated  five  days  by  means  of 
bleeding;  warm  baths,  continued  for 
an  hour  and  a  half  or  two  hours  ; 
sedative  plasters  on  the  neck  and 
temple  ;  and,  finally,  she  had  a  third 
of  a  grain  of  acetate  of  morphia  eve- 
ry two  hours.  On  the  1st  of  No- 
vember, the  disease  still  continuing, 
a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  the  acetate  of 
morphia  was  sprinkled  over  the  skin, 
a  blister  having  been  previously  ap- 
plied, so  as  to  produce  a  raw  surface. 
The  dose  was  repeated  in  a  few 
hours.  The  effect  was  very  remark- 
able ;  in  a  few  hours  the  contractions 
became  less  violent,  and  the  trismus 
abated.  All  other  treatment  was 
now  abandoned,  and  the  third  of  a 
grain  of  acetate  of  morphia  applied 
twice  a  day.  The  patient  rapidly 
recovered. — A?m.  Univ.  di  Med. 


Mode  of  applying  Opium  in 
Strangulated  Hernia. — A  man,  50 
years  of  age,  had  labored  for  five 
days  under  the  effects  of  a  very  large 
inguinal  hernia,  which  was  strangu- 
lated. Vain  attempts  had  been 
made  to  reduce  it,  when  Dr.  Brula- 
tour,  of  Bourdeaux,  was  called  in. 


The  patient  was  now  bled,  a  large 
dose  of  castor  oil  administered,  and 
cold  applied  to  the  tumor.  These 
means  being  unavailing,  a  bougie- 
was  introduced  into  the  urethra,, 
smeared  with  extract  of  opium  :  two 
evacuations  from  the  bowels  took, 
place,  the  patient  fell  asleep,  and 
the  hernia  was  easily  reduced. — 
Jour,  de  Med.  de  Bourdeaux, 


Artificial  Eyes. — It  is  said  that 
Mr.  Scudder,  a  celebrated  artist,  has 
succeeded  in  making  artificial  eyes, 
the  pupils  of  which  contract  and  di- 
late, like  those  of  the  natural  organ. 
We  should  be  required  to  see  this 
close  imitation  of  nature,  before  giv- 
ing implicit  credit  to  the  truth  of  the 
report. 


Baker's  Bread, — The  following 
formula  is  said  to  be  that  by  which 
the  London  bakers  make  their  bread : 

Take  of  Wheat  Flour  375  pounds  ; 
Potatoes  15  pounds  ; 
Salt  4  pounds  ; 

Alum  1  pound.    Mix  with  water. 

All  this  is  very  well,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  latter  article  ;  and  if 
in  fact  this  is  the  true  recipe,  we 
shall  cease  to  wonder  that  that  me- 
tropolis should  be  the  emporium  of 
dyspepsia  and  constipation. 
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Date.  |Sex.|Age. 
Oct.  23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


74  yrs. 
2  1-3  I 
22  mo 
19  yrs 
5  mo 
26  yrs 
39 

2  1-2 
26 

11  mo 
19  yrs 
56 

12  mo 
115 

M.'61  yrs 
F.  i  3 


inflammatory  fever 
lung  fever 
measles 
consumption 
dysentery 
typhous  fever 
consumption 
croup 

consumption 
croup 

liver  complaint 
delirium  tremens 
lung  fever 
unknown 
gravel 
lung  fever 

Males,  13 


Date.  |Sex.|Age. 

Disease. 

27. 

F. 

19  mo 

measles 

F. 

10  d 

unknown 

28. 

F 

6  w 

do. 

M. 

87  yrs 

old  age 

F. 

15  mo 

lung  fever 

F. 

27  yrs 

consumption 

F. 

3 

croup 

M. 

5  d 

unknown 

F. 

5 

do. 

M. 

5 

convulsions 

29. 

M. 

39  yrs 

intemperance 

M. 

15  mo 

unknown 

F. 

2  yrs 

lung  fever 

iM. 

5 

30. 

M. 

3 

dropsy  in  the  head 

If. 

82 

old  age 

—Females,  19.    Total,  32. 
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NATOMICO- SURGICAL  DRAW- 
INGS,  and  Descriptions  of  all  the 
Surgical  Operations,  according  to  (he 
most  approved  methods.  By  L.  J.  Vojv 
BiERKowsKY.  Translated  from  the  Ger- 
man. In  two  volumes,  and  570  drawings 
-on  58  folio  plates. 

EXTRACTS  FROiVr  THE  PROSPECTUS. 

Encouraged  by  the  approbation  of 
the  Medical  Profession,  it  is  proposed  to 
publish  a  work  under  the  present  title." 

"  This  work  contains  570  drawings,  on 
68  plates  folio  ;  to  which  is  annexed,  in 
two  volumes  8vo.  a  concise  explanation 
of  each  surgical  operation.  The  plates 
exhibit  not  only  the  parts  interested  in 
operations,  in  their  natural  position  and 
size,  but,  what  is  much  more  important, 
represent  the  different  acts  or  stages  of  the 
whole  operation,  while  others  exhibit  de- 
lineations of  such  morbid  affections  as 
consist  in  the  change  of  the  natural  posi- 
tion, structure,  color,  <Szc.  lu  order  to 
afford  the  work  at  a  moderate  price,  the 
plates  will  be  Lithographic  ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  perfect  accuracy,  en- 
gagements have  been  entered  into  for  their 
preparation  in  Berlin,  under  the  especial 
direction  of  two  of  the  most  distinguished 
Professors  of  the  University  of  that  city." 

A  specimen  of  the  translation,  and  the 
plates,  is  deposited  for  inspection  at  the 
Bookstore  of  CARTER  &  HEN  DEE,  who 
receive  subscriptions  for  the  work. 

Subscribers  will  be  furnished  with  the 
work,  and  the  first  impressions  of  the 
plates,  at  the  price  of  $  30. 

The  subscription  list  will  be  open  until 
the  1st  of  November,  1829,  after  which 
period  the  price  of  the  work  will  be  raised 
to  $  40. 

F.  S.  For  the  accommodation  of  sub- 
scribers the  work  will  be  issued  infive 
Numbers,  at  $  6  each,  payable  on  deli- 
very. Sept.  29.  1S202N1D. 

LEECHES,  CHIRAYITA  flERB, 
&c. 

EBENEZER  WIGHT,  46  Milk  Street, 
has  made  such  arrangements  as  will 
enable  him  to  be  constantly  supplied 
with  the  genuine  Medicinal  Leech.  He 
has  now  on  hand  some  of  very  large  size, 
and  in  prime  order. 

Just  received,  by  late  arrivals,  a  few 
pounds  of  Ckirayila  Herb^ — Concentrated 
Compound  Decoction  of  Sarsaparilla^ — 


Laurel  Water,— Silver  W  ire  Tooth  Brush- 
es, from  the  manufactory  of  James  Prout, 
of  London. 

Also,  from  the  manufactory  of  Shep- 
herd, of  London,  the  following  variety  of 
Medicated  Lozenges^  viz.  : — Coltsfoot — 
Rhubarb— Soda— Tolu— Heartburn— Pa- 
regoric—Magnesia—Steel— Camomile — 
Nitre — Cayenne — Opium — Fruit— Ginger 

 Anniseed — Ipecacuanha — Lemon  

Rose — Peppermint  and  Sulphur. 

\*  Strict  personal  attention  paid  to 
Physicians'  prescriptions,  and  family  me- 
dicines. Oct.  6.  eop. 

CARTER  &  HEiNDEE  have  just  pub- 
lished,—  The  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.   By  George  Combe. 

From  the  Preface  to  the  American  ediiion, 

Mr.  Combe's  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  many  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  Educa- 
tion. It  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  'Phis  is  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  au- 
thor, and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illus- 
trations, have  it  always  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 

''The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

"  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  with  much 
advantage.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  or- 
der with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  health 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  decay. — To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  com- 
munity." Sept.  8. 

A TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, by  C.G.  Hufeland,  Phj'sician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  &;c.,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  &  HEN  DEE. 
Sept.  8. 
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I. 

SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  FIRE  KING 
AND  HIS  CHALLENGER. 

Under  the  head  of  Resistance  to 
Poison,  our  readers  have  already 
been  apprised  of  the  exploits  of  M. 
Chabert.  They  are  of  such  character 
as  to  require  very  strong  evidence  that 
there  is  no  deception  used  by  their 
performer,  before  gaining  our  full 
credit.  But  the  fact  once  establish- 
ed, that  any  person  is  in  possession 
of  a  perfect  antidote  to  so  virulent  a 
poison  as  Phosphorus,  these  feats 
assume  an  imi)ortfjnce  in  a  scienlific 
point  of  view,  and  should  awaken  a 
spirit  of  investigation  as  to  its  true 
nature.  The  following  account,  pub- 
lished in  Bell's  Weekly  Messenger, 
affords  the  best  evidence  yet  exhi- 
bited of  the  existence  of  such  an  an- 
tidote. We  contemplated  an  abstract 
of  this  paper,  but  found  it  impossible 
to  give  such  details  as  the  nature  of 
evidence  requires,  without  reprinting 
the  whole  histor}'.  It  will  at  least 
be  found  interesting. — we  confess  it 
is  in  a  measure  convincing. 

An  advertisement  appeared  a  few 
days  ago,  in  which  a  Mr.  J.  Smith, 
after  insinuating  that  M.  Chabert, 
the  fire  king,  practised  some  juggle 
when  he  appeared  to  enter  into  an 
oven  heated  500  degrees,  and  to 
swallow  20  grains  of  phosphorus, 
challenged  him  for  any  sum  which 

40 


he  might  please  to  mention,  to  per- 
form the  exploits  w^hich  he  profess- 
ed to  be  performing  daily.  To 
this  challenge  was  added  an  expli- 
cit pledge,"  given  upon  the 
honor"  of  Mr.  Smith,  that  if  M. 
Chabert  "  fairly  accomplished  such 
an  undertaking,  he  would  likewise 
do  the  same."  The  Fire  King,  in 
consequence,  publicly  accepted 
JVlr.  J.  Smith's  challenge  for  <£50, 
requesting  him  to  provide  the  poi- 
sons himself,  and  offering,  with 
true  chivalric  courtesy,  to  allow 
him  the  same  conveniences  which 
he  used  himself  w  hilst  he  remained 
in  the  oven.  Mr.  J.  Smith,  in  his 
rejoinder  to  M.  Chabert,  informed 
him  that  lie  would  meet  him  in  the 
Argyll  Rooms,  at  his  ordinary  hour 
of  performance,  and  would  then 
^'  enter  the  oven  with  him,  and 
perform  his  other  feats."  Wednes- 
day was  mutually  fixed  upon  as 
the  day  on  which  the  two  contract- 
ing parties  to  this  extraordinary 
challenge,  were  to  try  their  merits 
by  the  ordeal  of  fire,  and  on  which 
they  were  to  submit  their  powers 
of  resisting  poison  to  the  test  of  ex- 
periment. Accordingly,  at  two 
o'clock,  the  hour  appointed  for  the 
combat,  a  number  of  gentlemen 
were  attracted  to  the  arena  in 
which  it  was  to  take  place  ;  and 
as  they  entered,  care  was  taken  to 
inform  them  that  the  money  had 
been  regularly  posted,  and  that 
Mr.  Smith  was  ready  to  "  come 
to  the  scratch."    At  a  little  be- 
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fore  three  o'clock,  the  Fire  King 
made  his  appearance  near  his  oven, 
and  as  some  impatience  had  been 
exhibited  ovA'ing  to  the  non-arrival 
of  Mr.  J.  Smith,  he  offered  to 
amuse  the  company  with  a  few 
trifling  experiments,  which  he  said 
any  of  them  might  perform  with 
the  greatest  ease. — He  then  made 
a  shovel  red  hot,  and  rubbed  it 
over  his  tongue, — a  trick  for  which 
no  credit,  he  said,  was  due,  as  the 
moisture  of  the  tongue  was  suffi- 
cient to  prevent  any  injury  arising 
from  it.  He  next  rubbed  it  over 
his  hair  and  face,  declaring  that 
any  body  might  perform  the  same 
feat  by  washing  themselves  in  a 
mixture  of  spirits  of  sulpbur  and 
of  alum,  which,  by  cauterizing  the 
epidermis,  hardened  the  skin  to  re- 
sist the  fire.  He  then  put  his 
hands  into  some  melted  lead,  took 
a  small  portion  of  it  out,  placed  it 
in  his  mouth,  and  then  gave  it  in  a 
solid  state  to  some  of  the  company. 
This  performance,  according  to 
his  account,  was  al?o  very  easy  ; 
for  he  seized  only  a  very  small 
particle,  which,  by  a  tight  corn- 
pressure  between  the  finger  and 
ihumb,  became  cool  before  it 
reached  the  mouth.  By  the  time 
that  these  ''little  tricks,"  as  he 
called  them,  were  performed,  ano- 
ther cail  was  made  for  Mr.  Smith's 
appearance.  The  Fire  King  look- 
ed around  the  room,  and  seeing  the 
bashful  countenance  of  his  chal- 
lenger in  one  corner  of  it,  called 
him  from  his  retirement,  and  point- 
ed him  out  to  the  notice  of  the 
audience.  The  challenger  being  on 
t'ic  ground,  the  time  for  iriiiing 
was  now  over,  and  M.  Chabeit 
forthwith  piepared  himself  for 
miglitler  undertakings. — A  cruise 
of  oil  was  brought  forward  and 
poured  into  a  saucepan,  which  was 
previously  turned  upeide  down^  to 


show  that  there  was  no  water  in  it. 
The  alleged  reason  for  this  step 
was,  that  vulgar  conjurors,  who 
profess  to  drink  boiling  oil,  place 
the  oil  in  w^ater,  and  drink  it  when 
the  water  boils,  at  which  time  the 
oil  is  not  warmer  than  an  ordinary 
cup  of  tea.  He  intended  to  drink 
the  oil  w^hen  any  person  might  see 
it  bubbling  in  the  saucepan,  and 
when  the  thermometer  would  prove 
that  it  was  heated  to  360  degrees. 
The  saucepan  was  accordingly 
placed  upon  the  fire,  and  as  it  was 
acquiring  the  requisite  heat,  the 
Fire  King  challenged  any  man  liv- 
ing to  drink  a  spoonful  of  the  oil  at 
the  same  temperature  as  that  at 
which  he  was  going  to  drink  it. 
In  a  few  minutes  afterw^ards,  he 
sipped  off  a  spoonful  with  the  great- 
est apparent  ease,  although  the 
spoon,  from  contact  with  the  boil- 
ing fluid,  had  become  too  hot  for 
ordinary  fingers  to  handle.  '*  And 
now,  Monsieur  Smith,"  said  the 
Fire  King,  ''  now  for  your  chal- 
lenge. Have  you  prepared  your- 
self with  phosphorus,  or  will  you 
take  some  of  mine,  which  is  laid 
on  that  table  .?" 

Mr.  Smith,  who  is  a  thick-set 
man,  of  middle  size,  walked  up  to 
the  table,  and  pulling  a  phial  out 
of  his  pocket,  offered  it  to  the 
poison-swal  lower. 

The  Fire  King. — I  ask  you,  on 
your  honor  as  a  gentleman,  is  this 
genuine  unmixed  poison  ^ 

Mr.  Smith. — It  is,  upon  my 
honor. 

A  person  in  the  room  requested 
that  Dr.  Gordon  Smith,  one  of  the 
Medical  Professors  in  the  London 
University,  would  examine  the 
phial,  and  decide  whether  it  con- 
tained genuine  phosphorus.  The 
learned  Professor  w^ent  to  the  ta- 
ble,— on  which  a  formidable  col- 
lection of  poisons,  such  as  red  and 
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white  arsenic,  hydrocyanic  acid, 
morphine,  and  phosphorus,  were 
placed, — and  examining  the  phial, 
exclaimed  that,  to  the  best  of  his 
judgment,  it  was  genuine  phospho- 
rus. This  did  not  content  several 
gentlemen  in  the  room  :  they  de- 
sired to  see  whether  it  would  ignite 
by  friction.  The  experiment  was 
made,  and  a  small  piece  soon  set 
the  paper  in  which  it  was  wrapped 
into  a  flame.  The  same  experi- 
ment had  been  tried  on  the  Fire 
King's  own  phosphorus;  and  if  they 
may  judge  from  the  volume  of  flame 
which  it  sent  forth,  his  phosphorus 
was  stronger  than  that  provided  by 
Mr.  Smith,  The  reality  of  the 
poison  being  thus  ascertained,  M. 
Chabert  asked  Mr.  Smith,  with 
great  politeness,  how  many  grains  he 
wished  to  commence  his  flrst  with. 

Mr.  Smith. — Twenty  grains 
will  do  as  a  commencement. 

M.  Chabert. — Ah,  my  good  Sir, 
it  is  a  very  small  dose  ;  I  shall  not 
object  to  take  a  pound  or  two, — 
will  yo\i  weigh  the  quantity  your- 
self 

Mr.  Smith  declined. 

A  medical  gentleman  then  came 
forward,  and  cut  off*  two  parcels 
of  phosphorus,  containing  twenty 
grains  each.  He  was  placing  them 
in  the  water,  when  the  Fire  King 
requested  that  his  phosphorus  might 
be  cut  into  small  pieces,  as  he  did 
not  wish  the  pieces  to  stop  on  their 
road  to  the  stomach. 

The  poisons  were  now  prepared. 
A  wineglass  contained  the  portion 
set  aside  for  the  Fire  King, — a 
tumbler  the  portion  reserved  for 
Mr.  Smith.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  say  whether  the  challenger  or 
the  challenged  at  this  moment 
showed  the  greatest  composure. 
This  may  be  safely  said, — they 
were  at  this  moment  the  two  least 
agitated  persons  in  the  room. 

The  Fire   King. — I  suppose, 


gentlemen,  I  must  begin.  Well, 
then,  to  convince  you  that  I  do?not 
juggle,  I  will  first  of  all  take  off* 
my  coat,  and  then,  as  another  pre- 
caution, I  will  trouble  you.  Doctor 
(speaking  to  Dr.  Gordon  Smith), 
to  tie  my  hands  together  behind  me. 

After  he  had  been  bandaged  in 
this  manner,  he  planted  himself  on 
one  knee  in  the  centre  of  the  room, 
and  requested  some  gentleman  to 
place  the  phosphorus  on  his  tongue, 
and  pour  the  water  down  his  throat. 
This  was  accordingly  done,  and 
the  water  and  the  phosphorus  were 
swallowed  together.  He  then 
opened  his  mouth,  and  requested 
the  company  to  look  whether  any 
portion  of  the  phosphorus  remained 
in  his  mouth.  Several  gentlemen 
examined  his  mouth,  and  declared 
that  there  was  no  phosphorus  per- 
ceptible, either  upon  or  under  his 
tongue.  He  was  then,  by  his  own 
desire,  unbandaged.  The  Fire 
King  then  turned  to  Mr.  Smith, 
and  offered  him  the  other  glass  of 
phosphorus,  with  a  ceremonious 
politeness  which  was  highly  enter- 
taining. And  now,  my  good  Sir, 
I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in  see- 
ing you  take  off* your  glass  too." 

Mr.  Smith  started  back  in  infi- 
nite alarm  ; — Not  for  worlds, 
Sir,  not  for  worlds  ;  I  beg  to  de- 
cline it." 

The  Fire  King. — Eh!  mon  Dieu ! 
you  decline  it  !  Oh  !  dear  Sir  ;  no, 
no  ;  you  drink  von  little  glass  to 
oblige  the  company. 

Mr.  Smith. — The  company  must 
excuse  me.  I  don't  often  drink  in 
a  morning,  and  least  of  all  such 
ardent  spirit  as  phosphorus. 

The  Fire  King. — Then  why  did 
you  send  me  a  challenge  ?  You 
have  pledged  your  honor  to  drink 
it  if  I  did.  i  have  done  it  ;  and  if 
you  are  a  gentleman,  you  must 
drink  it  too. 

Mr.  Smith. — No,  no  ;  I  must 
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be  excused  :  I  am  quite  satisfied 
without  it. 

Here  several  voices  exclaimed 
that  the  bet  was  lost.  Some  said 
that  there  must  be  a  confederacy 
between  the  challenger  and  the 
challenged,  and  others  asked  whe- 
ther any  money  had  been  deposited. 

The  Fire  King  called  a  Mr. 
White  forward,  who  deposed  that 
be  held  the  stakes,  which  had  been 
regularly  placed  in  his  hands  by 
both  parties,  before  twelve  o'clock 
that  morning. 

The  Fire  King  here  asked  Mr. 
Smith  if  he  intended  to  go  into  the 
oven  with  him  ? 

Mr.  Smith  replied  that  he  could 
answer  that  question  better  after 
he  saw  the  Fire  King  come  out. 

The  Fire  King. — But  my  good 
Sir,  that  makes  no  matter,  for  you 
have  lost  your  bet  already,  if  you 
do  not  swallow  the  phosphorus. 
Are  yoii  satisfied  on  that  head  ? 

Mr.  Smith  admitted  that  he  was. 

The  Fire  King  here  turned  round 
with  great  exaltation  to  the  com- 
pany, and  pulling  a  bottle  out  of 
his  pocket,  exclaimed  with  great 
good  feeling,  "  I  did  never  see  the 
gentleman  before  this  morning,  and 
I  did  not  know  but  that  he  mi<>ht 
be  bold  enough  to  venture  to  take 
this  quantity  of  poison.  I  was  de- 
termined not  to  let  him  lose  his  life 
by  his  foolish  wager,  and  therefore 
1  did  bring  an  antidote  in  my  pock- 
et, which  would  have  prevented 
him  from  suffering  any  harm.  Le 
voila !  Ah,  ah,  my  good  Sir,  }  ou 
pay  your  £50  to  see  me  take  the 
phosphorus.  Now  you  shall  t<»ke 
three  or  four  grains  yourself.  I 
w^ill  give  you  von  little  wineglass 
out  of  this  bottle,  and  you  shall  be 
as  well  in  a  few  minutes  as  you  are 
now.  Do,  Sir,  oblige  me  by  tak- 
ing a  few  grains." 

Mr.  Smith  begged  to  be  excused. 


His  object  was  answered  in  seeing 
20  grains  of  genuine  pbosphorus 
actually  swallowed.  He  had  con- 
ceived it  impossible,  as  three  grains 
were  quite  sufficient  to  destroy  life. 

The  Fire  King  then  addressed 
the  gentleman  who  had  meted  out 
the  phosphorus.  Perhaps  you, 
Sir,  will  have  the  goodness  to 
swallow  a  little  bit  to  amuse  me. 
I  pledge  you  .£1000, — I  pledge jou 
my  life,  that  if  you  take  a  little  of 
this^bottle,  it  will  not;^  do  you  any 
barm. 

The  gentleman  turned  pale  with 
affright.  I  must  beg  to  decline 
your  polite  invitation,"  he  stam- 
mered out  at  last,  for  in  case  of 
accident,  I  am  afraid  the  pledge 
of  your  life  won ld_^not^  keep  my 
wife  and  family." 

The  Fire  King. — Now,  gentle- 
men, I  will  prove  to  you  by  another 
little  experiment,  that  I  have  no 
phosphorus  in  my  m<>uth.  ^tten- 
dez  unpen.  Put  me  a  small  piece 
of  phosphorus  on  a  knife  point,  and 
bring  me  a  candle. 

A  candle  was  brought  bim,  and 
he  liglited  it  witb  the  phosj)horus. 
Part  of  the  phosphorus  fell  on  tbe 
ground,  and  was  extinguished  after 
some  trouble. 

The  Fire  King.--Ah,  Mr. 
Smith,  you  are  very  good  to  me. 
You  bring  me  the  very  good  phos- 
phorus ;  I  am  much  obliged  to  you, 
Sir.  Now  give  me  a  torch  and  a 
fork. 

They  were  given  to  him  accord- 
ingly. He  took  a  small  piece  of 
the  burning  torch  on  bis  fork,  put 
it  into  Im  mouth  and  swallowed  it. 
"  And  now,  gentlernen,  I  have  done 
with  the  poison  for  to-day."  Hav- 
ing said  this,  he  withdrew  into  ano- 
ther room,  for  the  professed  pur- 
pose of  putting  on  his  usual  dress 
for  entering  the  oven,  but  in  all 
probability  for  the  real  purpose  of 
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getting  the  phosphorus,  by  some 
antidote,  from  his  stoniach.  Zinc 
is  the  usual  antidote  for  phos|)ho- 
rus  ;  but  he  sayalthat  it  is  not  the 
antidote  which  he  uses,  and  de- 
clines to  mention  wliat  is.  We 
were  inforuied  that  some  eminent 
physicians  asked  him,  a  few  days 
ago,  if  he  would  have  any  objec- 
tion to  have  the  poison  taken  off 
his  stomach  by  the  stomach  pump; 
and  that  he  replied  that  he  should 
have  no  objection,  provided  that, 
in  analyzing  the  contents  of  his 
stomach,  they  would  be  satisfied 
with  ascertaining  the  existence  of 
the  poison,  and  would  not  seek  to 
ascertain  the  nature  of  his  anti- 
dote, which  was  so  simple  in  its 
nature,  that  when  it  was  once 
known,  every  apothecary's  boy 
could  provide  it.  He  has  repeat- 
edly taken  all  the  different  poisons 
which  were  plac-ed  upon  his  teeth. 
On  one  occasion,  when  he  was 
exhibiting  before  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  he  took  a  teaspoouful  of 
prussic  acid;  but  that  experiment 
he  says  he  never  will  repeat 
again  ;  for  it  is  a  poison  which  not 
only  requires  the  antidote  to  bo 
taken  first,  but  it  is  also  so  rapid 
in  its  operation,  that  it  may  de- 
stroy life  before  the  antidote  can 
produce  its  effect.  He  said  that 
he  should  never  forget  the  feel- 
ings which  came  over  him  as  soon 
as  he  had  swallowed  it  ; — every 
vein  in  his  head  appeared  to  swell, 
and  ^'  each  particular  hair,"  he 
said,  "  stood  erect,  like  quills 
upon  the  porcupine." 

Immediately  after  Mr.  Smith 
had  declined  to  take  the  phospho- 
rus, several  gentlemen  surround- 
ed him,  desiring  to  know  why  he 
had  inserted  such  advertisements 
as  he  had  done  in  the  public  pa- 
pers, if  he  had  no  intention  to 
perform  the  feats  to  which  he  had 


dared  the  Fire  King.  To  this  he 
replied,  that  his  object  had  beea 
to  ascertain  beyond  all  doubt, 
whether  it  was  possible  for  any 
person  to  take  such  a  mass  of 
poibon,  and  live, — that  he  should 
not  have  risked  such  a  sum  of 
money  of  his  own,  on  such  a  chal- 
lenge as  that  which  he  had  given; 
but  that  he  was  acting  as  the  re- 
presentative of  a  nuniber  of  scien- 
tific gentlefnen,  who  had  subscrib- 
ed siich  a  sum  as  would  enable 
him,  if  his  challenge  were  accept- 
ed, to  insist  upon  furnishing  the 
poison  himself,  and  upon  seeing 
every  step  taken  by  the  Fire 
Kinjf  before  and  while  he  swal- 
lowed  it.  He  stated  that  he  was 
now  perfectly  convinced  that  the 
phosphorus  was  actually  swallow- 
ed. He  likewise  protested  that 
there  had  been  no  collusion  be- 
tween him  and  the  Fire  King. 
This  protestation  was  subsequent- 
ly repeated  by  the  Fire  King 
himself,  who  added,  in  confirma- 
tion of  it,  that  he  could  have  no 
interest  in  drawing  a  large  con- 
course of  people  to  his  room.  He 
was  paid  a  certain  sum  per  w^eek 
by  Mr.  Welsh,  and  whether  there 
was  one  person  in  the  room,  or 
whether  there  was  20,000,  was 
to  him,  as  far  as  his  own  emolu- 
ment w^as  concerned,  perfectly 
immaterial.  M.  Chabert  stated, 
that  after  the  pledge  which  Mr. 
Smith  had  given  the  public  in  his 
advertisement,  he  fully  expected 
to  have  been  put  to  a  fair  trial  of 
his  powers  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  and  that  he  had  in  conse- 
quence made  preparations  and 
alterations  in  his  course  of  action, 
which  one  way  or  another  would 
cost  him  upwards  of  £20. 

After  an  absence  of  twenty 
minutes,  M.  Chabert  returned, 
dressed  in  a  coarse  woolleu  cojtt, 
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to  enter  the  heated  oven.  Before 
he  entered  it,  a  medical  gentle- 
man ascertained  that  his  pulse 
was  vibrating  98  times  in  a  mi- 
nute. He  remained  in  the  oven 
for  five  minutes,  during  which 
time  he  sung  "  Le  Vaillant  Trou- 
badour," and  superintended  the 
cooking  of  two  dishes  of  beef- 
steaks. At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  came  out,  perspiring  profusely, 
and  with  a  pulse  making  168  vi- 
brations in  a  minnte.  The  ther- 
mometer, when  brought  out  of  the 
oven,  stood  at  380  degrees;  with- 
in the  oven,  he  said  it  was  about 
600.  He  had  never  been  expos- 
ed to  such  intense  heat  before. 
After  performing  this  feat,  which 
was  the  last  exhibition  of  his  pow- 
ers, he  remained  on  the  steps 
leading  to  his  oven  for  some  time, 
conversing  with  the  company.  In 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  ob- 
served, that  before  he  left  Eng- 
land he  should  have  a  benefit  in 
the  room  for  himself,  when  he 
would  astonish  the  world  by  per- 
forming something  still  more  ex- 
traordinary than  anything  which 
he  has  yet  done. 


n. 

CANCER  OF  THE  STOMACH. 

Sorae  account  of  the  progress  and 
fatal  terrainalion  of  a  case  of  Cancer 
of  the  Stomach,  is  given  in  the  Pro- 
vincial Gazette,  by  Charles  Mayo, 
the  distinguished  Surgeon  of  the 
Winchester  Hospital.  The  follow- 
ing sketch  of  this  case  is  given  in 
a  London  Journal. 

A  Catholic  priest,  sixty-two 
years  of  age,  of  plethoric  frame 
and  sedentary  habits,  had  long 
been  subject  to  dyspepsia,  with 
constipation  ;  to  which  were  add- 


ed rheumatic  pains  of  the  limbs, 

and  a  harshness"  in  the  throat, 
with  a  relaxed  state  of  the  velum 
pendulum  palati.  He  had  much 
languor,  and  considerable  dysp- 
noea. His  pulse  was  60,  full  and 
regular.  These  symptoms  con- 
tinued to  increase  during  the  sum- 
mer, notwithstanding  the  use  of 
various  remedies,  such  as  full 
bleeding,  aperients,  squill,  astrin- 
gent gargles,  Slc.  At  the  end  of 
July  he  went  to  France,  where 
he  remained  for  a  month,  and  dur- 
ing this  time  recruited  very  much, 
recovering  his  appetite,  as  it  ap- 
pears "  that  the  French  cookery 
was  more  agreeable  to  his  sto- 
mach." On  his  return  he  visited 
London,  and  took  the  benefit  of 
Dr.  Armstrong's  advice,  who  pre- 
scribed the  solution  of  chlorine, 
in  doses  of  from  40  to  60  drops 
three  times  a  day,  the  bowels 
being  kept  open  by  equal  parts 
of  blue  pill  and  colocynth.  He 
also  directed  a  small  quantity  of 
blood  to  be  taken  from  the  arm 
occasionally. 

No  benefit  having  been  derived 
from  these  means,  the  muriated 
tincture  of  iron  was  exhibited 
Oct.  11th,  and  afterwards,  Nov. 
13th,  the  Mist.  Ferri  Comp., 
which  last  he  continued  to  take 
till  the  middle  of  January,  toge- 
ther with  M  x.  of  the  black  drop 
at  night.  Under  this  treatment 
he  recovered  so  far  as  to  give 
sanguine  expectations  of  his  re- 
storation to  health  ;  but  about  the 
middle  of  February  the  loss  of 
appetite  and  nausea  returned,  and 
on  one  occasion  he  vomited  a 
large  quantity  of  a  brownish  fluid, 
with  an  acid,  ofl'ensive  taste.  An 
emetic,  which  was  administered, 
produced  no  evacuation  of  any 
moment.  He  was  now  directed 
to  take  sulphate  of  quina,  in  doses 
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of  two  grains,  three  times  a  day, 
which  he  did  without  benefit. 

He  became  extremely  weak, 
and  complaiued  much  of  pain  in 
his  throat  and  the  back  par  t  of  his 
neck.  He  vomited,  March  15th, 
nearly  a  wash-hand  basin  full  of 
dark  offensive  matter,  like  the 
former  ;  and  this  symptom  after- 
wards returned  several  times,  his 
food  being  frequently  rejected. 

He  had  been  frequently  exa- 
mined by  pressure  on  the  epigas- 
trium and  hypochondria,  with  a 
view  to  detect  some  suspected 
disease  in  the  abdominal  viscera, 
but  without  success.  I  now  dis- 
covered a  large  pulsating  tumor 
beneath,  and  a  little  to  the  left 
of,  the  ensiform  cartilage,  and 
pointed  it  out  to  Dr.  Crawford 
and  Mr.  Lyford,  who  had  been 
added  to  us  in  consultation.  Va- 
rious ideas  suggested  themselves 
to  us  as  to  the  nature  of  the  tu- 
mor, such  as  aneurism  of  the  aor- 
ta, diseased  liver,  pancreas,  &c., 
and  we  were  inclined  to  suppose 
it  might  have  some  sort  of  cyst  at- 
tached to  it,  and  communicating 
with  the  stomach,  as  the  source 
of  the  offensive  Huid  thrown  up 
by  vomiting.  Pressure  on  the 
swelling  gave  little  or  no  pain, 
neither  did  he  suffer  any  at  other 
times,  except  from  the  violence 
of  the  vomiting. 

From  this  time  he  continued 
progressively  to  sink,  and  died 
April  9th.  The  following  ap- 
pearances presented  themselves 
on  dissection,  which  took  place 
the  day  of  his  decease  : — 

^'  At  five  this  afternoon,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  lay  open  the  cavities 
of  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  as- 
sisted by  Mr.  Lyford  and  Dr. 
Crawford.  The  integuments  were 
thick  with  fat  ;  the  omentum, 
spread  over  the  intestines,  was 


quite  loaded  with  it,  and,  on  rais- 
ing the  sternum,  we  found  the 
mediastinum  and  pericardium 
were  equally  burthened  with  fat  ; 
the  stoniach  was  large  and  dis- 
tended with  air  ;  the  tumor  was 
readily  felt,  but  it  was  so  enve- 
loped with  the  fat  of  the  great 
and  lesser  omentum,  as  to  render 
it  impossible  to  ascertain  the  na- 
ture of  it  till  these  were  remov- 
ed ;  it  was  then  clearly  seen  to 
be  connected  with  the  pyloric 
extremity  of  the  stomach,  and, 
on  recnoving  this  viscus  and  lay- 
ing it  open,  we  found  a  carcino- 
matous enlargement  of  the  pylo- 
rus, equal  in  size  to  a  pint  jug, 
loaded  with  fat  externally,  and 
presenting  an  ulcerated  surface 
internally,  with  a  highly,  vascular 
fungus  j)rotruding  from  it,  of  a 
brain-like  consistence  :  on  making 
a  section  of  the  tumor,  it  exhibit- 
ed a  complete  scirihous  texture, 
and,  from  its  density  and  thick- 
ness, must  have  weighed  nearly 
two  pounds.  A  few  ounces  of 
the  black  fiuid  were  contained  in 
the  stomach,  and  no  doubt  the 
ulcerated  surface  of  the  scirrhus 
must  have  been  the  source  of  this 
morbid  secretion  :  the  pulsatory 
motion  of  the  tumor  was  of  course 
communicated  by  the  aorta,  upon 
which  it  rested.  The  heart  was 
fat,  but  its  muscular  structure 
thin  and  soft,  so  that  it  appeared 
smaller  than  the  general  bulk  of 
the  body  would  have  led  one  to 
suspect  ;  the  aorta,  on  the  contra- 
ry, seemed  larger  than  natural, 
but  on  s[)lilting  it  down  with  scis- 
sors, the  only  morbid  appearance 
was  the  lar^e  size  of  the  ceeliac 
artery  branching  from  it,  and, 
around  its  origin,  a  deposit  of  bony 
matter.  Probably  the  great  size 
of  this  vessel,  from  whose  branch- 
es the  uiseaised  mass  must  have 
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been  supplied,  may  account,  in 
some  measure,  for  the  profuse 
secretion  which  seems  to  have 
been  constantly  poured  into  the 
stomach  from  the  ulcerated  and 
fungous  surface;  sanguineous  exu- 
dation and  sloughs  broken  down, 
had  probably  imparted  the  dark 
color  and  offensive  odor  to  the 
ejected  fluid  :  a  considerable 
slough  was  drawn  out  from  the 
oritice  of  the  pylorus,  through 
which  the  finger  readily  passed 
into  the  duodenum.  The  liver 
was  studded  with  white  tubercles, 
about  the  size  of  a  hazel-nut,  both 
on  the  surface  and  within  its  sub- 
stance ;  the  peritoneal  surface  of 
the  diaphragm,  contiguous  to  the 
liver  and  the  tumor,  was  quite 
rough  with  minute  granular  tu- 
bercles. The  bowels  were  near- 
ly empty.  The  kidneys  were 
healthy,  but  covered  with  an  iin- 
mense  accumulation  of  fat,  which 
extended  down  the  loins  into  the 
pelvis,  and  across  to  the  mesen- 
tery, rendering  it  unusually  thick. 

Mr.  W.  had  retained  his 
usual  appearance  of  obesity  till 
within  the  last  month  or  six  weeks, 
but  since  the  frequent  vomiting 
came  on,  he  became  rapidly  ema- 
ciated. From  these  circum- 
stances, we  may  perhaps  conclude 
that  the  scirrhus  became  ulcerat- 
ed at  this  period,  and  that  its  fatal 
progress  was  much  accelerated 
by  frequent  excitement  in  the  act 
of  vomiting.  It  may  perhaps  be 
worth  while  to  observe,  that  Mr. 
W.  was  of  a  florid  complexion, 
and  that  his  mother  died  of  cancer 
in  the  breast, — from  wliich  cir- 
cumstance he  always  apprehend- 
ed himself  to  have  an  hereditary 
tendency  to  that  disease  ;  and  it 
may  be  curious  to  speculate, 
whether  the  rigid  observance  of 
the  discipline  of  his  religion  may 


not  have  had  some  tendency  to 
determine  the  morbid  action  to 
the  stomach." 


III. 

ON  PRESSURE  AS  A  SURGICAL  RE- 
MEDY. 

By  Mr.  W.  J.  Wickham,  Surgeon  to  the 
Winchester  Hosspital. 

Mr.  Wickham  considers  the  ac- 
tion of  pressure  under  three  dis- 
tinct heads  ; — first,  as  a  means  of 
suppressing  hemorrhage,  and  caus- 
ing a  tenjporary  interruption  of 
the  circulation  ;  secondly,  as  pro- 
ducing absorption  ;  thirdly,  as  an 
adjuvant  to  other  remedies  in  giv- 
ing support  to  parts  which  re- 
quire it. 

Pressure  may  be  resorted  to 
in  the  inost  desperate  cases  of 
hemorrhage  from  a  large  branch 
of  an  artery  or  trunk,  but  the  be- 
nefit to  be  derived  from  it  will 
entirely  depend  on  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  aj)plied.  The  proper 
exertion  of  compression  in  this 
case,  implies  a  correct  knowledge 
of  the  course  of  the  vessel  which 
requires  it,  the  selection  of  the 
most  desirable  spot  on  which  it  is 
to  be  used,  and  the  fulfilment  of 
that  object  alone,  without  injury 
to  other  [)arts.  For  the  want  of 
a  correct  knowledge  of  the  course 
of  the  femoral  artery,  I  have  wit- 
nessed serious  hemorrhage  during 
amputation,  the  circular  pressure 
being  applied  with  the  greatest 
degree  of  force  which  the  screw 
would  allow  of,  but  the  compress 
which  should  have  been  applied 
over  the  artery,  being  placed 
away  from  its  course. 

Within  these  few  days,  a 
case  of  wound  of  the  posterior 
tibial  artery,  near  the  malleolus, 
was  brought  into   our  hospital. 
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The  patient  had  sustained  very 
copious  discharges  of  blood,  and 
I  think  he  could  not  hav^e  borne 
anolher  jet  from  the  vessel.  The 
tourniquet  had  been  applied  over 
the  posterior  tibial  artery  above 
the  u  ound,  instead  of  the  lenioral, 
and  but  very  inefficient  pressure 
had  been  made  on  the  bleeding 
wound.  By  this,  though  the  blood 
did  not  issue  from  the  upper  ex- 
tremity of  the  artery,  yet  the 
anastamosis  afforded  a  large  sup- 
ply, by  which  the  lower  end  bled 
to  a  very  great  amount.  I  imme- 
diately placed  ligatures  on  both 
ends  of  the  artery,  and  secured  it 
from  further  bleeditg.  Here, 
then,  the  tourniquet  had  been 
misapplied,  and  rendered  inopera- 
tive on  the  bleeding  artery  ;  and 
the  parts  about  the  wound  had 
been  bruised  and  injured,  by  an 
effectual  compression  of  ten  days, 
during  which  time  hemorrhage 
was,  from  time  to  time,  going  on, 
being  only  arrested  by  the  occa- 
sional formation  of  a  coagulum, 
and  returning  whenever  it  was 
removed.  The  objects  to  be  ob- 
tained in  securing  the  bleeding 
vessel  are,  1st,  to  close  the  ori- 
fice from  which  the  blood  issues, 
and  secondly,  so  to  sujjpress  tiie 
force  of  circulation  in  the  vessel, 
as  to  prevent  the  removal  of  coa- 
gulum which  forms  around  it.  In 
all  cases  it  is  most  desirable  to 
put  ligatures  on  an  artery,  if  it 
can  be  discovered  at  the  wound  ; 
but  in  failure  of  this,  which  fre- 
quently happens,  from  the  many 
difficulties  occurring  at  these 
times, — difficulties  which  are 
known  only  to  those  who  have 
experienced  them, — the  firm  com- 
pression of  the  vessel  may  be  re- 
sorted to.  The  part  from  which 
the  blood  flows  should  be  covered 
vrith  a  firm  compress,  just  large 


enough  to  prevent  the  further  es- 
cape of  blood,  and  be  pressed 
against  the  most  resi  ting  part; 
i.  e.,  the  nearest  bone.  Upon 
this,  larger  compresses  should  be 
applied,  so  as  to  press  the  great- 
est force  on  the  bleeding  part, 
which  should  be  gradually  in  .creas- 
ed as  the  surrounding  parts  recede 
from  the  wound.  ver  this  a 
bandage  is  to  be  applied,  rolled 
lightly  from  the  lower  extremity 
of  the  limb,  atid,  gradually  in- 
creasing its  tightness  as  it  ap- 
proaches the  wound,  is  to  be  car- 
ried on  some  way  above  it.  In 
addition  to  this,  it  is  well  to  apply 
a  tourniquet  on  the  main  vessel 
for  a  few  hours,  which  lessens  the 
force  of  pulsation  at  the  wound, 
and  aids  the  formation  of  the  coa- 
gulum. 

"  In  the  lower  extremity,  the 
anterior  tibial  ai  tery  may  be  com- 
pressed without  fear  throughout 
its  whole  course  ;  also  the  poste- 
rior tibial,  as  high  as  the  middle 
of  the  leg  ;  but  I  thiiik  its  calibre 
is  too  large,  higher,  to  be  treated 
by  compression  only.  In  the  up- 
per extremity,  I  would  not  contide 
in  pressure  higher  than  the  bra- 
chial artery  at  the  bend  of  the 
elbow.* 

"  I  have  several  times  observed 
very  serious  effects,  the  conse- 
quence of  ill-directed  pressure, 
for  the  suppressio!)  of  hemorrhage 
from  the  temporal  artery,  where 
it  has  been  opened  in  the  common 
way  of  taking  blood  from  that 
vessel.  The  cases  have  been  of 
this  nature  ; — after  opening  the 
temporal  artery,  and  abstracting 
the  desired  quantity  of  blood,  a 
compress,  much  larger  than  the 
wound,  has  been  placed  over  it, 

*  See  the  excellent  observations  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Bristol,  on  the  wound  of 
that  vessel,  at  the  bend  of  the  elbow. 
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which  for  a  time  has  succeeded 
in  stopping  the  bleeding.  After 
a  few  hours,  perhaps,  on  exertion, 
or  fr  m  some  other  cause,  hemor- 
rhage has  come  on,  and  instead  of 
making  a  more  immediate  pres- 
sure on  the  vessel,  the  same 
compress  has  be-en  continued,  and 
the  bandage  tightened  to  a  great 
degree.  This  has  also  for  a  time 
answered  the  purpose,  but  on  its 
becoming  in  the  least  loosened, 
bleeding  has  recurred,  and  in  this 
way  a  large  quantity  of  blood  has 
been  lost  at  different  limes,  the 
pressure  having  been  applied  to 
the  surrounding  parts  rather  than 
to  the  wounded  artery.  The 
parts,  by  this,  have  suffered  so 
much  injury  from  the  compression, 
that  inflammation  of  an  erysipela- 
tous character  has  supervened, 
which  has  sometimes  terminated 
fatally. 

Large  veins  are  occasionally 
wounded,  and  furnish  a  very  con- 
siderable quantity  of  blood,  which 
may  be  suppressed  by  the  appli- 
cation of  forcible  and  well-exert- 
ed pressure. 

It  will  be  considered  that  the 
veins  are  not  so  liable  to  seconda- 
ry hemorrhage  as  the  arteries, 
whose  pulsation  is  apt  to  force  off 
the  coagulum  which  may  be  form- 
ed ;  they  therefore  will  be  more 
readily  and  completely  secured  by 
compression.  In  addition  to  this, 
where  veins  are  wounded,  it  will 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  pressure 
should  be  adopted,  in  preference, 
where  it  can  be  confided  in,  to 
ligature,  from  the  dangerous  con- 
sequences which  often  attend  on 
the  latter." 
'  With  regard  to  the  second  ap- 
plication of  pressure, — namely, 
for  the  purpose  of  causing  the 
absorption  of  newly  deposited  or 
diseased  parts,  it  is  necessary  to 


keep  in  mind,  that  if  the  pressure 
be  adopted  to  a  certain  extent 
only,  the  action  of  the  arteries  is 
increased,  and  instead  of  causing 
the  removal  of  the  part,  an  in- 
crease is  the  result  ;  but  if  it  be 
n)ore  firmly  applied,  so  as  to  check 
arterial  action,  and  impede  the 
circulation  through  them,  absorp- 
tion must  follow.  "  Pressure 
operates  in  this  ratio; — in  a  slight 
degree,  the  arteries  become  sti- 
mulated, more  blood  is  sent  to 
the  part,  and  deposit  is  the  result; 
but  if  it  be  exerted  to  a  greater 
degree,  the  bloodvessels  are  less- 
ened in  their  calibres,  and  less 
blood  circulates  in  the  part  :  the 
absorbent  vessels  likewise,  no 
doubt,  in  this  case  receive  the 
stimulus,  and  become  more  ac- 
tive." 

The  author  proceeds  to  make 
some  observations  on  the  plan  of 
treating  cancer  by  pressure,  as 
recommended  by  Mr.  Young. 
The  results  of  his  experience  are 
not  favorable  to  the  opinion  that 
the  disease  can  be  thus  removed; 
and  this  corresponds  to  the  gene- 
ral inference  which  has  been 
drawn  by  the  profession.  Mr. 
Wickham  thus  continues  : — 

"  There  is  a  species  of  ulcer, 
in  the  cure  of  which,  pressure, 
if  properly  applied,  has  a  very 
decided  and  satisfactory  power, — 
1  mean  the  ulcer  with  callous 
edges.  The  usual  denomination 
used  for  this  sore,  is  that  of  indo- 
lent. The  consequence  of  this 
term  being  employed,  without 
reference  to  the  cause  of  the 
sluggishness,  is,  that  the  sore  is 
treated  by  stimulating  means, 
which  only  prolong,  rather  than 
expedite  its  cure.  The  state  of 
the  sore  appears  to  me  to  be  this: 
the  surrounding  parts  are  in  a  state 
of  chronic  inflammation;  the  weak- 
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ened,  distended,  and  overcharged 
vessels,  are  constantly  depositing 
fresh  matter  at  the  edges  of  the 
sore,  by  which  a  firm  band  is  at 
last  formed,  so  as  effectually  to 
prevent  the  further  progress  of 
these  vessels  towards  the  sore 
itself;  the  effect  of  which  is,  that 
the  sore  is  ill  supplied  with  blood, 
and  absorption,  that  is,  the  ulcer- 
ative process,  proceeds,  without 
admitting  of  any  check  from  sti- 
muli.    Pressure  in   this  ulcer 


operates  by  compressing  the  ves- 
sels of  the  surrounding  parts  which 
supply  the  callous  edges  with 
fresh  matter  :  thus,  by  reducing 
them  to  an  ordinate  and  healthy 
action,  the  further  deposit  is  put 
a  stop  to,  and  the  edges  become 
absorbed  ;  the  vessels  then  find 
their  way  to  the  sore,  which  now 
assumes  a  state  of  health  and  ac- 
tivity, and  by  it  the  process  of 
healing  is  ultimately  completed." 
Provincial  JSIed.  Gaz. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


INTERMITTENT  FEVER. 

The  depletory  mode  of  treating  this 
disease,  which  has  lately  been  much 
the  subject  of  discussion,  is  strongly 
advocated  by  Dr.  Bell,  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  a  paper  on  the  subject  pub- 
lished in  the  N.  A.  Journal.  Dr.  B. 
recommends  the  use  of  the  lancet 
both  in  the  cold  and  the  hot  stage, 
and  even  during  the  intermission, 
provided  pain  in  the  head  and  ten- 
derness of  the  epigastrium  be  pre- 
sent. For  other  remedies  during 
the  hot  stage,  he  advises  cold  affusion 
or  immersion,  and  the  use  of  cool 
acid  beverage. 

Dr.  B.  condemns  the  use  of  bark 
during  the  intervals  of  fever,  unless 
the  apyrexia  be  perfect,  and  the  pa- 
tient free  from  gastric  irritation. 
When  this"  is  the  case,  full  doses  of 
the  bark  may  be  given,  and  repeated 
at  short  intervals.  If,  however,  the 
disease  is  found  to  retain  its  parox- 
ysmal character,  and  the  head  and 
stomach  are  distressed,  this  medicine 
must  be  omitted,  and  recourse  again 
had  to  the  lancet.    This  treatment 


of  Dr.  B.  is  certainly  a  ver}'  remarka- 
ble one.  It  is  a  most  signal  illustra- 
tion of  the  extent  to  which  a  man's 
reasoning  may  carry  him,  in  opposi- 
tion to  innumerable  facts  and  pro- 
tracted experience.  Ahhough  this 
disease  may  sometimes  yield  to  the 
abstraction  of  blood  when  that  fluid 
is  accumulated  in  the  internal  organs, 
it  is,  we  apprehend,  too  late  in  the 
history  of  medicine  for  the  profes- 
sion to  be  told  that  the  lancet  in  all 
stages,  and  even  the  intermission  of 
this  malady,  is  the  appropriate  reme- 
dy ;  or  that  the  paroxysmal  charac- 
ter is  not  the  clearest  possible  indi- 
cation for  the  use  of  bark. — Dr.  B. 
is  of  opinion  that  no  other  tonic  is 
likely  to  succeed  in  that  state  of  the 
stomach  in  which  the  cinchona  and 
quinine  fail,  and  that  the  treatment 
with  arsenic  is  very  hazardous,  and 
frequently  followed  by  permanent 
injury  to  the  system.  Some  of  the 
most  obstinate  cases  of  relapse  which 
Dr.  B.  met  with,  were  those  in  which 
the  disease  had  been  checked  by  the 
use  of  the  min.  solution. 
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With  regard  to  intestinal  evacua- 
tions, il.e  author  is  not  disposed  to 
esiiiiiHte  h  ir  \alue  very  high.  An 
emetic  is  sometimes  required  at  the 
oil  et  of  the  disease,  but  not  always, 
and  one  or  two  cathartics  are  all 
which  are  usually  needed.  The  best 
articles  for  this  last  purpose  are,  sen- 
na, manna,  and  the  sitpertartrate  of 
potash.  Epsom  salts  are  also  a  use 
ful  purgative,  and  possess  the  advan- 
tage of  acting  within  a  short  time, — 
a  circumstance  which  is  often  of  con- 
siderable importance. 


DELIRIUM  TREMENS. 

This  disease  forms  the  subject  of  a 
paper  in  the  October  Nd.  of  the  N. 
A.  Journal.  The  views  which  are 
taken,  both  of  the  nature  and  treat- 
ment,  correspond,  for  the  most  part, 
with  those  of  Dr.  Coales,  as  express- 
ed about  two  years  since  in  the  same 
journal.  The  author  considers  it  a 
disease  of  debility,  and  condemns 
general  bleeding  in  strong  terms. 
The  treatment  suggested,  consists  in 
the  exhibition  of  cathartic  medicines, 
so  as  to  produce  free  alvine  evacua- 
tions ;  and  subsequently  of  opium, 
until  sleep  is  obtained.  Dr.  Coates 
advanced  the  assertion,  that  opium 
had  never  been  known  to  produce 
any  dangerous  consequence.  A  case 
is  cited  by  this  author,  which  forms 
a  striking  and  important  exception 
to  this  remark. — A  patient  was  or- 
dered twenty  drops  of  the  acetum 
opii,  every  hour.  He  took  it  con- 
stantly for  three  days,  when  it  pro- 
duced stupor  and  a  state  resembling 
apoplexy.  In  this  case,  had  sleep 
supervened  at  any  hour  of  the  se- 
venty-two during  which  the  narcotic 


was  administered,  it  would  doubtless 
have  been  attributed  to  its  influence. 
Yet  the  question  might  naturally 
have  suggested  itself,  whether  tbis 
was  anything  more  than  the  sponta- 
neous termination  of  the  disease, 
without  reference  to  the  remedy. 
It  is  a  fact  well  worthy  of  considera- 
tion, that  where  opium  is  given  to 
produce  sleep  in  delirium  tremens, 
this  effect  is  rarely  found  to  super- 
vene on  the  first  doses,  however 
considerable  ;  yet  it  will  usually  hap- 
pen, if  the  medicine  be  persevered 
in,  although  the  doses  be  not  much 
increased.  That  in  most  cases  the 
sleep  is  owing  to  the  opium  taken, 
there  is  no  doubt ;  but  in  some  we  » 
are  inclined  to  suspect,  that  it  occurs 
when  the  morbid  action  has  spent 
itself,  without  having  been  at  all  in- 
duced by  the  treatment.  We  have 
heard  of  cases  of  this  disease  left 
entirely  to  nature,  which  terminated 
favorably  ;  and  we  know  there  are 
practitioners  who  treat  it  wholly 
without  narcotics,  and  consider  them- 
selves very  successful.  In  our  own 
practice  we  have  usually  adopted 
Dr.  Coates's  system,  and  fur  the 
most  part  with  fortunate  results. 


CRUSTA  LACTEA. 

It  has  generally  been  considered 
that  Crusta  Lactea  is  connected  with 
dentition,  and  that  it  occurs  about 
the  time  when  that  process  com- 
mences. A  writer  in  the  N.  A. 
Journal, — Dr.  Mitchell,  of  Frank- 
ford,  Pa., — considers  this  opinion  to 
be  founded  in  error.  He  gives  the 
particulars  of  a  case  which  occurred 
in  his  own  family,  conmiencing  when 
the  child  was  three  months  old,  and 
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continuing  for  five  months.  It  seem- 
ed to  be  occasioned  by  the  diet  of 
the  parent,  who  had  confined  herself 
ahnost  exclusively  to  animal  food. 
This  idea  was  confirmed  by  noticing 
that  when  the  child  was  perniilted 
to  suck  and  swallow  the  juice  of 
meat,  the  disease  was  always  aggra- 
vated. Various  remedies,  bf)th  ex- 
ternal and  internal,  were  employed 
without  advantage.  The  greatest 
benefit  was  derived  from  the  exhibi- 
tion of  calomel  and  chalk,  and  from 
the  external  use  of  the  following 
ointment : — 

R.  Adip.  Su. 

Subm.  Hyd.  aa  ss. 

Sulphur  Sub. 

Lap.  Cal,  aa  9  i.  M. 

This  plan  of  treatment  appeared  to 
contribute  essentially  to  the  cure. 


RHEUMATtSM  CURED  BY  ACETATE  OF 
MORPHIA  APPLIED  TO  A  BLISTERED 
SURFACE. 

A  French  Journal,  La  Clinique, 
contains  a  history  of  two  cases  of 
rheumatism  successfully  treated  by 
this  endermic  practice.  The  first 
occurred  in  an  individual  of  advanc- 
ed age  and  robust  frame,  who  had 
been  subject  to  the  chronic  form  of 
the  disease  for  twenty  years,  com- 
plicated of  late  with  some  obscure 
disease  of  the  spine.  Occasional 
pain  and  sudden  loss  of  power  in  the 
left  leg,  with  other  indicatit)n<?  of  pa- 
ralysis, led  to  the  employment  of 
strychnia,  which  was  relieving  the 
disease,  when,  learning  that  it  was  a 
powerful  remedy,  he  declined  using 
any  n)ore.  On  the  2d  of  July,  vio- 
lent pain  and  convulsion  of  the  limb 
came  on.  His  physician,  by  means 
(tf  ammonia,  procured  in  ten  minutes 


a  blistered  surface,  about  twice  the 
size  of  a  dollar,  on  the  outside  of  the 
thigh,  and  applied  to  it  half  a  grain 
of  acetate  of  morphia.  Failing  to 
give  relief,  in  fifteen  minutes  a  se- 
cond like  application  was  made  on 
the  inner  side  of  the  knee,  and  a 
third  succeeded  in  entirely  relieving 
the  pain.  A  little  drowsiness  and 
vertigo  followed,  which  soon  disap- 
peared. 

The  second  was  a  case  of  acute 
rheumatism,  in  which  two  applica- 
tions like  the  above  were  made  to 
the  thigh.  The  pain,  which  was  ex- 
cruciating, was  permanently  relieved, 
although  in  other  respects  the  disease 
pursued  its  regular  course. 


SUBCARBONATE  OF  IRON  IN  CHRONIC 
RHEUMATISM. 

Dr.  Belcombe  has  given  notice 
to  the  profession,  in  the  English 
Journals,  that  he  has  for  the  last  five 
years  been  in  the  habit  of  treating 
Chronic  Rheumatism  with  Carbonate 
of  Iron,  and  generally  with  good  suc- 
cess. This  he  supposes  may  be  at- 
tributed to  the  alliance  of  this  disease 
with  Neuralgia.  Dr.  Scudamore 
makes  mention  of  this  medicine,  but 
gives  no  remark  respecting  its  use. 
With  this  exception,  it  is  a  remedy 
new,  we  believe,  with  Dr.  Belcombe. 


DROPSY. 

Dr.  Bright,  in  his  medical  reports 
recently  published  in  London,  ad- 
vances the  opinion,  that  a  considera- 
ble proportion  of  the  cases  of  dropsy 
which  are  met  with  in  practice,  have 
their  origin  in  organic  derangement 
of  the  kidneys.    This  idea  is  con- 
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firmed  by  Dr.  Christison,  of  Edin- 
burgh, who  has  found  the  kidneys 
diseased  in  all  the  cases  of  death 
from  dropsy  which  he  has  had  op- 
portunity to  examine.  Four  cases 
of  this  kind,  with  the  appearances 
on  inspection,  are  given  in  a  late 
No.  of  the  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


The  structural  changes  discovered 
in  these  cases,  differed  considerably 
from  each  other,  but  in  all  they  were 
amply  sufficient  to  prove  the  exist- 
ence during  life  of  decided  renal 
disease.  Analysis  of  the  urine,  in 
all  these  cases,  proved  the  urea  to 
be  deficient  in  quantity. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  17,  1829. 


RETENTION  OP  A.  PCETUS  IN  UTERO. 

We  published,  the  week  before  last, 
a  letter  extracted  from  the  London 
Medical  Gazette,  which  contained 
the  history  of  a  case  in  which  partu- 
rition took  place  thirteen  callendar 
months  after  the  period  of  concep- 
tion. The  author  of  that  letter,  Mr. 
CuLLEN,  a  Surgeon  in  England,  says 
that  in  the  course  of  a  long  practice, 
be  had  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  any 
similar  case,  nor  had  he  met  with 
any  such  in  the  course  of  his  read- 
ing. This  fiict  ought  perhaps  to 
call  our  attention  more  particularly 
to  the  history  of  a  like  phenomenon, 
communicated  to  the  Editor  of  this 
Journal  by  Dr.  Homans,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  present  volume,  page 
372.  Such  cases  are  important  not 
only  in  a  physiological  and  patholo- 
gical point  of  view,  but  also,  and 
more  particularly,  as  connected  with 
juridical  medicine. 


LECTURES  IN  BOSTON. 

Few  forms  of  instruction  are  more 
inviting  than  public  lectures.  This 
sentiment  is  very  generally  enter- 
tained, we  should  judge,  at  the  pre- 
sent day,  since  their  number  and  va- 


riety is  annually  increasing.  The 
present  season  there  are  in  progress 
in  this  city,  courses  of  lectures  on 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  on  Midwifery 
and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  on  Ma- 
teria Medica,  on  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Physic,  and  on  Chemist- 
ry, at  the  Medical  College.  Full 
courses  are  also  given  on  a  variety 
of  subjects  of  Science  connected 
with  the  Arts,  to  the  Members  of 
the  Mechanic  Institute ;  others  to 
the  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Use- 
ful Knowledge,  and  still  others  to 
the  Mechanic  Charitable  Association. 
Besides,  a  course  on  Chemistry  and 
Mineralogy  is  advertised  by  Dr. 
Webster, — on  Entomology  by  Dr. 
Storer,  and  on  Chemistry  and  Phar- 
macy by  Dr.  Gay.  Book-keeping 
and  other  arts  are  also  taught  in 
this  agreeable  method  ;  and  the  lec- 
tures generally  are  accessible  for  so 
small  a  fee,  as  to  offer  facilities  for 
the  acquisition  of  knowledge  never 
before  enjoyed  in  this  place. 


Solution  of  Camphor. — Dr.  H. 
N.  Preston,  of  Newton,  recommends, 
in  the  last  No.  of  the  Genius  of 
Temperance,''  that  a  solution  of 
Camphor  in  Lime-water  be  used  in 
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families,  instead  of  the  common  Spi- 
rits. His  mode  of  dissolving  this 
gum,  is  to  pour  six  ounces  of  lime- 
water  on  two  drachms  of  camphor, 
previously  rubbed  down  with  an 
equal  weight  of  quick  lime.  After 
allowing  it  half  an  hour  to  settle,  the 
clean  solution  to  be  decanted. 

The  Doctor  is  of  opinion  that  the 
lime  can  in  no  case  where  camphor 
is  used  in  families,  interfere  with  its 
desired  operation ;  and  the  advan- 
tages of  this  preparation  over  the 
spirituous  are,  that  when  mixed  with 
water,  the  gum  will  not  separate ; 
it  is  more  economical  ;  and,  most  of 
all,  it  is  one  important  step  toward 
the  desirable  banishment  of  alcohol 
from  medicinal  preparations. — These 
are  certainly  very  important  objects  ; 
but  we  are  not  aware  why  the  com- 
mon Emulsion  or  Mixture  of  Cam- 
phor, which  has  long  been  in  use 
and  kept  by  all  apolhecaries,  does 
not  answer  to  the  full  all  the  pur- 
poses contemplated  by  this  new  pre- 
paration. The  sweet  almonds  and 
sugar  which  enter  into  its  composi- 
tion, make  it  more  palnt;ible  than 
the  lime-water  solution  ;  and  we 
should  always  be  slow  to  adopt  any 
new  medicine  in  place  of  one  which 
is  well  known  and  in  common  use, 
when  the  former  offers  no  superior 
advantage.  Physicians  might  well 
prescribe  the  Emulsion,  in  many 
cases  where  they  are  in  the  habit  of 
directing  the  alcoholic  solution. 

Extraordinary  Success  —  k  French 
writer  recommends  in  high  terms  the 
oil  of  turpentine  for  the  cure  of  lum- 
bago and  sciatica  ;  and  seriously 
gives,  as  proof  of  its  value  in  these 
diseases,  the  remarkable  fact,  that 


"  out  of  seventy-one  cases,  he  great- 
ly relieved  fifteen  by  its  external  and 
internal  use."  Nothing  surely  will 
so  soon  or  thoroughly  deprive  a  man 
of  his  senses,  as  a  hobby. 

Case  of  Uncomjtion  Growth.  — 
This  case  is  recorded  by  Dr.  Bedor, 
in  La  Clinique.  It  occurred  in  a 
young  man  who  had  symptoms  de- 
noting organic  disease  of  the  heart, 
and  who,  in  twenty-five  daysy  in- 
creased in  stature  three  inches.  The 
patient  died  suddenly,  a  few  days 
after  he  was  seen  by  Dr.  Bedor.  He 
was  scarcely  nineteen  years  of  age, 
and  had  attained  the  unusual  growth 
of  six  feet  three  inches. 


Fcetus  affected  with  Fungous 
Hmmatodes. — Dr.  Tonnele  delivered 
a  woman  of  a  child,  which  had  upon 
its  right  parietal  bone  an  enormous 
fungous  licematodes.  The  base  of 
this  tumor  originated  in  the  osseoi«s 
tissue,  and  perforated  it  like  a  sieve  ; 
the  dura  mater  was^healtby.. — Jour' 
nal  des  Progres. 

Bill  of  Mortality. — It  will  be  no- 
ticed by  our  Bill  of  Mortality,  that 
the  number  of  deaths  in  the  week 
has  been  but  10.  This  fact  has  been 
pretty  extensively  circulated  in  the 
newspapers.  It  appears,  however, 
to  be  wholly  incidental;  since  the 
number  the  week  previous  was  32, — 
very  considerably  more  than  the 
usual  average. 

Notice.  Our  subscribers  are  in- 
formed that  Mr.  Barnet  Peters,  of 
Portland,  is  no  longer  Agent  for  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


WEEKLY   ItEPORT  OF   DEATHS  IN  BOSTON,  ENDING  NOVEMBER  4. 


Date.  |Sex.|Age.  ' 

12mo 


Disease. 


Oct.  30. 
Nov.  1. 

2, 


yrs  croup 


5 
3 

14  mo 


scrofula 


hooping  cough 
measles 

mortification  in  the  bowels 


Date,  i  Sex. I  Age.  | 
M.  '~ 
M. 
F. 

3.  M. 

4.  F. 


Disease. 
34  yrsjdelirium  tremens 
62  suicide 
84      [old  age 
48  .consumption 
4  mo  canker 


Males,  5— Females,  5.    Total,  10. 
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ANATOMICO  -  SURGICAL  DRAW- 
INGS, and  Descriptions  of  all  Ihe 
Suro^ical  Operations,  according  to  the 
most  approved  methods.  By  L.  J.  Voiy 
BiERKowsKY.  Translated  from  the  Ger- 
man. In  two  volumes,  and  570  drawing^s 
on  58  folio  plates. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  PROSPECTUS. 

"  Encourag-ed  by  the  approbation  of 
the  Medical  Profession,  it  is  proposed  to 
pablish  a  work  under  the  present  title." 

This  work  contains  570  drawings,  on 
58  plates  folio  ;  to  which  is  annexed,  in 
two  volumes  8vo.  a  concise  explanation 
of  each  surgical  operation.  The  plates 
exhibit  not  only  the  parts  interested  in 
operations,  in  their  natural  position  and 
size,  but,  what  is  much  more  important, 
represent  the  different  acts  or  stages  of  the 
"whole  operation,  while  others  exhibit  de- 
lineations of  such  morbid  affections  as 
consist  in  the  change  of  the  natural  posi- 
tion, structure,  color,  &;c.  In  order  to 
afford  the  work  at  a  moderate  price,  the 
plates  will  be  Lithographic  ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  perfect  accuracy,  en- 
gagements have  been  entered  into  for  their 
preparation  in  Berlin,  under  the  especial 
direction  of  two  of  the  most  distinguished 
Professors  of  the  University  of  that  city.'" 

A  specimen  of  the  translation,  and  the 
plates,  is  deposited  for  inspection  at  the 
Bookstore  of  CARTER  &  HENDEE,  who 
receive  subscriptions  for  the  work. 

Subscribers  will  be  furnished  with  the 
work,  and  the  first  impressions  of  the 
plates,  at  the  price  of  $  30. 

The  subscription  list  will  be  open  until 
the  1st  of  Ni»vember,  1829,  after  which 
period  the  price  of  the  work  will  be  raised 
to  $  40. 

P.  S.  For  the  accommodation  of  sub- 
scribers the  work  will  be  issued  in  five 
Numbers,  at  $  6  each,  payable  on  deli- 
very. Sept.  29.  1S202N1D. 

CONSOLIDATED  COPAIVA. 

/COPAIVA  may  be  given  in  this  form 
\^  without  the  least  inconvenience. 
Neither  communicating  taste,  nor  impart- 
ing odor  to  the  breath,  it  is  also  retained 
■without  the  least  disquietude  or  uneasi- 
ness to  the  stomach  ;  and  I  am  informed 
by  Dr.  Rosseau,  that  in  large  doses  it 
does  not  purge." — Phil.  Journal  of  Med. 
Sciences. 


See  an  article  in  this  Journal,  Aug.  18th. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

An  excellent  lot  of  European  Leeches, 
which  will  be  sold  at  a  reasonable  price, 
or  applied,  in  any  part  of  Boston  or  in  the 
vicinity. 

For  sale  by  NATHAN  JARVIS,  188 
Washiriiiton  Street,  where  Physicians  will 
find  medicines  at  as  reasonable  terms  as 
at  any  place  in  Boston. 

Aug.  25.  eoptf. 


CARTER  &  HEiNDEE  have  just  pub- 
lished,— 'I'he  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.   By  George  Combe. 

From  the  Preface  io  ihe  American  edition, 

"  Mr.  Combe's  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  many  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  all-absorbing  toy>ic  of  Educa- 
tion. It  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  This  is  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  au- 
thor, and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illus- 
trations, have  it  always  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 

"The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

"  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  with  much 
advantage.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  or- 
der with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  health 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  decay. — To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  com- 
munity." Sept.  8. 

A TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, by  C.G.  HuFELAND,  Physician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  <fe:c.,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meiars,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  &  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 
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I. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH   OF  JOHN 
HUNTER. 

The  celebrated  John  Hunter,  one 
of  the  greatest  anatomists  that  ever 
lived,  scarcely  received  any  educa- 
tion whatever  until  he  was  twenty 
years  old.  He  was  born  in  the 
year  1728,  in  Lanarkshire  ;  and 
being  the  youngest  of  a  family  of 
ten,  and  the  child  of  his  father's 
old  age,  would  seem  to  have  been 
brought  up  with  the  most  foolish 
and  unfortunate  indulgence.  When 
he  was  only  ten  years  old  his  father 
died  ;  and  under  the  charge  of  his 
mother  it  is  probable  that  he  was 
left  to  act  as  he  chose,  with  still 
less  restraint  than  ever.  Such  was 
his  aversion  at  this  time  to  anything 
like  regular  application,  that  it 
was  with  no  small  difficulty,  we 
are  told,  he  had  been  taught  even 
the  elements  of  reading  and  writ- 
ing ;  while  an  attempt  that  was 
made  to  give  him  some  knowledge 
of  Latin  (according  to  the  plan  of 
education  then  almost  universally 
followed  in  regard  to  the  sons  of 
even  the  smallest  landed  proprie- 
tors in  Scotland),  was,  after  a 
short  space,  abandoned  altogether. 
Thus  he  grew  up,  spending  his 
time  merely  in  country  amusements, 
and  for  many  years  without  even 
thinking,  as  it  would  appear,  of 
any  profession  by  which  he  might 
earn  a  livelihood.  It  was,  howe- 
ver, found  necessary  at  last,  that 


something  should  be  determined 
upon  in  regard  to  this  point ;  for 
the  family  estate,  such  as  it  was, 
had  gone  to  his  eldest  brother,  and 
the  father  had  made  no  provision 
for  maintaining  John  any  longer  in 
idleness.  So,  destitute  as  he  was 
of  all  literary  acquirements,  there 
was  no  other  resource  for  him  ex- 
cept some  business  that  would  give 
employment  to  his  hands  rather 
than  his  head;  and  one  of  his  sisters 
having  married  a  cabinet-maker,  or 
carpenter,  in  Glasgow,  it  was  re- 
solved he  should  be  bound  appren- 
tice to  his  brother-in-law.  With 
this  person,  accordingly,  he  conti- 
nued for  some  time,  learning  to 
make  chairs  and  tables  ;  and  this 
probably  might  have  been,  for  life, 
the  employment  of  the  genius  that 
afterwards  distinguished  itself  so 
greatly  in  one  of  the  most  important 
walks  of  philosophic  discovery,  but 
for  circumstances  which,  at  the 
time  when  they  occurred,  were 
doubtless  deemed  unfortunate.  His 
master  failed,  and  John  was  left 
without  any  obvious  means  of  pur- 
suing even  the  humble  line  of  life 
on  which  he  had  set  out.  He  was 
at  this  time  in  the  tw^entieth  year 
of  his  age.  His  elder  brother, 
William,  afterwards  the  celebrat- 
ed Dr.  Hunter,  had  very  recently 
settled  as  a  medical  practitioner 
in  London  ;  but  had  already  begun 
to  distinguish  himself  as  a  lecturer 
and  anatomical  demonstrator.  To 
him  John  determined  to  address 
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himself.  The  rumor  of  the  one 
brother's  success  and  growing  re- 
putation had  probably,  even  before 
this  time,  awakened  something  of 
ambition  in  the  other,  witii  a  wish 
to  escape  from  the  obscure  fortune 
to  which  he  seemed  destined.  John 
now  wrote  to  his  brother,  olTeiing 
him  his  services  as  an  assistant  in 
his  dissecting-room,  and  intimating 
that  if  this  proposal  should  not  be 
accepted,  he  meant  to  enlist  in  the 
army.  Fortunately  for  science, 
his  letter  was  answered  in  the  way 
he  wished.  On  his  brother's  invi- 
tation, be  set  out  for  the  metropo- 
lis. He  was  now  put  to  work  in 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  re- 
quested to  be  employed.  His  bro- 
ther, we  are  informed  by  Sir  Eve- 
rard  Home,  his  first  and  best  biog- 
rapher, gave  him  an  arm  to  dissect, 
so  as  to  display  the  muscles,  with 
directions  how  it  should  be  done  ; 
and  the  performance  of  the  pupil, 
even  in  this  his  commencing  essay, 
greatly  exceeded  the  expectations 
of  his  inslructer.  The  doctor  then 
put  into  his  hands  another  arm,  in 
which  all  the  arteries  were  inject- 
ed, and  these,  as  well  as  the  mus- 
cles, were  to  be  exposed  and  pre- 
served. So  satisfied  was  Dr. 
Hunter  with  his  brother's  perform- 
ance of  this  task,  that  he  assured 
him  he  would  in  time  become  an 
excellent  anatomist,  and  would  not 
want  employment.  Perhaps,  al- 
though we  do  not  find  it  so  stated 
by  any  of  his  biographers,  he  may 
have  felt  an  advantage,  in  making 
these  preparations,  in  the  habits  of 
manual  dexterity  acquired  during 
his  apprenticeship  to  his  first  busi- 
ness. 

So  rapid,  at  all  events,  was  the 
progress  wdiich  he  mode  in  tfie 
study  of  anatomy,  that  he  had  not 
been  a  year  in  London  when  he  was 
considered  by  his  brother  as  quali- 


fied to  teach  others,  and  was  at- 
tended accordingly  by  a  class  of  his 
own.  His  talents,  and  the  patron- 
age of  his  brother,  brought  him 
now  every  day  more  and  more  into 
notice.  It  does  not  belong  to  our 
purpose  to  trace  the  progress  of 
his  success  after  this  point.  We 
may  merely  remark,  that  long  be- 
fore his  death  he  had  placed  him- 
self, by  universal  acknowledgment, 
at  the  head  of  living  anatomists  ; 
and  was  regarded,  indeed,  as  hav- 
ing done  more  for  surgery  and  phy- 
siology than  any  other  investigator 
of  these  branches  of  science  that 
had  ever  existed. 

The  important  discoveries,  and 
peculiar  and  most  original  views, 
by  which  John  Hunter  succeeded 
in  throwing  so  much  new  light  upon 
the  subject  of  the  functions  of  ani- 
mal life,  were  derived,  as  is  w^ell 
known,  principally  from  the  extra- 
ordinary zeal,  patience  and  inge- 
nuity, with  which  he  pursued  the 
study  of  comparative  anatomy,  or 
the  examination  of  the  structure  of 
the  inferior  animals  as  compared 
with  that  of  man.  To  this  study 
he  devoted  his  time,  his  labor,  and 
it  may  be  said  his  fortune  ;  for 
nearly  every  shilling  that  he  could 
save  from  his  professional  gains 
v\as  expended  in  collecting  those 
foreign  animals,  and  other  rare 
specimens,  by  means  of  which  he 
prosecuted  his  inquiries.  When 
his  income  w^as  yet  far  from  being 
a  large  one,  he  purchased  a  piece 
of  ground  at  Earls'  Court,  in  the 
village  of  Brompton,  and  built  a 
house  on  it  to  serve  as  a  place  of 
deposit  for  his  collections.  The 
space  around  it  was  laid  out  as  a 
zoological  garden  for  such  of  his 
strange  animals  as  he  kept  alive. 
Even  wdien  most  extensively  en- 
gaged in  practice,  he  used  to  spend 
every  morning,  from  sun-rise  till 
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eight  o'clock,  in  his  museum. 
Yet,  in  addition  to  his  private 
practice,  and  a  very  loiig  course 
of  lectures  which  he  delivered 
every  winter,  he  had  for  many 
years  to  perform  the  laborious  du- 
ties of  Surgeon  to  St.  George's 
Hospital,  and  deputy- surgeon-ge- 
neral to  the  army, — superintending 
at  this  time,  also,  a  school  of  prac- 
tical anatomy  at  his  own  house. 
Still  he  found  leisure,  in  the  midst 
of  all  these  avocations,  not  only  for 
his  experiments  upon  the  animal 
economy,  but  for  the  composition 
of  various  works  of  importance, 
and  for  taking  an  active  part  both 
in  the  deliberations  of  the  Royal 
Society,  of  which  he  had  been 
early  elected  a  Fellow,  and  in 
other  schemes  for  tlie  promotion 
and  diffusion  of  natural  knowledge. 
He  was  the  originator,  in  particu- 
lar, of  the  Lyceum  Medicum  Lon- 
c/inense,— a  medical  society  com- 
prising many  eminent  individuals, 
which  met  at  his  lecture-rooms, 
and  rose  to  great  reputation.  That 
he  might  have  time  for  these  mul- 
tiplied objects  of  attention,  he  used 
to  allow  himself  to  sleep  only  four 
hours  at  night,  and  an  hour  after 
dinner. 

In  order  to  procure  subjects  for 
his  researches  in  comparative  ana- 
tomy, his  practice  was  to  apply  to 
the  keeper  of  the  wild  beasts  in 
the  Tower,  and  the  proprietors  of 
the  other  menageries  in  town,  for 
the  bodies  of  such  of  their  animals 
as  died,  in  consideration  of  which 
he  used  to  give  them  other  rare 
animals  to  exhibit,  on  condition  of 
also  receiving  their  remains  at 
death.  His  friends  and  former 
pupils,  too,  were  wont  to  send  him, 
from  every  part  of  the  world,  sub- 
jects for  his  favorite  investigations. 
••'In  this  retreat  (at  Brompton), 
he  had  collected,"  says  Sir  Eve- 


rard  Flome,  many  kinds  of  ani- 
mals and  birds  ;  and  it  was  to  him 
a  favorite  amusement,  in  his  walks, 
to  attend  to  their  actions  and  their 
habits,  and  to  make  them  familiar 
with  him.  The  fiercer  animals 
were  those  to  v\  hich  he  was  most 
partial,  and  he  had  several  of  the 
bull  kind  from  diiTerent  parts  of 
the  world.  Among  these  was  a 
beautiful  small  bull  he  had  receiv- 
ed from  the  Queen,  with  which  he 
used  to  wrestle  in  play,  and  enter- 
tain himself  with  its  exertions  in 
its  ow^n  defence.  In  one  of  these 
conflicts,  the  bull  overpowered  him 
and  got  him  down  ;  and  had  not  one 
of  the  servants  accidentally  come 
by,  and  frightened  the  animal  away, 
this  frolic  would  probably  have 
cost  him  his  life."  On  another 
occasion,  "  two  leopards,"  says 
the  same  biographer,  "  that  were 
kept  chained  in  an  out-house,  had 
broken  from  their  confinement,  and 
got  into  the  yard  among  some  dogs, 
which  they  immediately  attacked. 
The  howling  this  produced,  alarmed 
the  whole  neighborhood.  Mr. 
Hunter  ran  into  the  yard  to  see 
what  w^as  the  matter,  and  found 
one  of  them  getting  up  the  wall  to 
make  his  escape,  the  other  sur- 
rounded by  the  dogs.  He  imme- 
diately laid  hold  of  them  both,  and 
carried  them  back  to  their  den  ; 
but  as  soon  as  they  were  secured, 
and  he  had  time  to  reflect  upon  the 
risk  of  his  own  situation,  he  was. 
so  much  affected  that  he  was  in 
danger  of  fainting." 

Mv.  Hunter  died  in  the  sixty- 
sixth  year  of  his  age,  in  179^5. 
After  his  death,  his  museum  was 
purchased  by  parliament  for  the 
sum  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds  ; 
and  it  is  now  deposited  in  the  hall 
belonging  to  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  in  Linccln's-Inn- Fields. 
It  is  understood  to  contain  about 
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twenty  thousand  anatomical  pre- 
parations, which  are  arranged  so 
as  (in  the  language  of  Sir  Eve- 
rard  Home)  to  expose  to  view 
the  gradations  of  nature,  from  the 
most  simple  state  in  which  life  is 
found  to  exist,  up  to  the  most 
perfect  and  most  complex  of  the 
animal  creation, — man  himself." 
The  extreme  beauty  of  these 
preparations  is  striking  even  to 
an  unlearned  eye  ;  and  their  sci- 
entific value  is  such  as  to  render 
the  collection  one  of  the  most 
precious  of  the  kind  in  the  world. 
It  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
splendid  monuments  of  labor,  skill 
and  munificence,  ever  raised  by 
an  individual. 

It  is  important  to  remark  that, 
with  all  his  powers,  this  wonder- 
ful man  never  entirely  overcame 
the  disadvantages  entailed  upon 
him  by  the  neglect  in  which  he 
had  been  allowed  to  spend  his 
early  years.  Fie  used  to  dwell, 
we  are  told,  on  the  advantage 
which  is  gained  in  regard  to  clear- 
ness of  conception,  by  the  com- 
mitting of  one's  ideas  to  writing, 
comparing  the  process  to  the  tak- 
ing of  stock  by  a  tradesman,  with- 
out which  he  cannot  know  with 
certainty  either  what  he  has  or 
what  he  wants.  Yet  he  himself 
continued  to  the  end  of  his  life  an 
awkward,  though  by  no  means  an 
unpractised  writer.  After  com- 
•  ing  to  London,  he  entered  himself 
at  St.  Mary's  Hall,  Oxford,  pro- 
bably with  the  view  of  being  able 
to  maintain  at  least  some  preten- 
sion to  scholarship,  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  carried  his  assump- 
tion much  farther.  He  attained 
little  acquaintance  with  the  lite- 
rature even  of  his  own  profession; 
af)d  it  not  unfrequently  happened 
indeed,  we  are  told,  that  upon 
communicating  a  supposed  disco- 


very of  his  own  to  some  one  of  his 
more  erudite  friends,  he  had  to 
suffer  the  disappointment  of  learn- 
ing that  the  same  thing  had  been 
already  found  out  by  some  other 
well-known  anatomist.  But  he 
felt  his  literary  deficiencies  chief- 
ly as  a  lecturer,  the  capacity  in 
which  his  more  regularly  educat- 
ed brother  excelled.  It  is  assert- 
ed by  Dr.  Adams,  who  has  writ- 
ten a  life  of  John  Hunter,  that  he 
always  used  to  swallow  thirty 
drops  of  laudanum  before  going  to 
lecture.  If  these  were  heavy 
penalties,  however,  which  he  had 
to  pay  for  what  was  not  so  much 
his  fault  as  that  of  others,  the 
eminence  to  which  he  attained  in 
spite  of  them,  is  only  the  more 
demonstrative  of  his  extraordinary 
natural  powers,  and  his  determin- 
ed perseverance. — Library  of 
Entertaining  Knowledge. 


II. 

REMARKS  ON  THE  USE  OF  SPIRIT  OP 
TURPENTINE  IN  INCARCERATED 
HERNIA. 

By  C.  B.  Hamilton,  late  Surg-eon  of  the 
Marine  Hospital  at  Washington  City. 

In  the  last  number  of  this  Jour- 
nal, I  have  noticed  a  paper,  by 
Professor  Sewall,  on  the  use  of 
spirit  of  turpentine  internally,  as 
a  remedy  in  incarcerated  hernia. 
In  his  concluding  paragraph  the 
Professor  observes,  "  It  requires 
the  experience  derived  from  ma- 
ny cases,  to  entitle  a  new  remedy 
to  confidence  ;"  and  it  may  be 
added  that  a  proper  application 
of  a  remedy  to  those  diseased 
conditions  of  the  system,  in  which, 
from  analogy  and  reason  confirmed 
by  experience,  it  is  found  to  prove 
beneficial,  is  equally  necessary  to 
sustain  that  confidence  when  it  is 
acquired. 
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I  have  for  many  years  used  the 
spirit  of  turpentine  in  iucarceralecl 
hernia,  without  being  aware  that 
it  was  a  new  remedy,  and  without 
its  being  in  every  instance  success- 
ful ;  for  in  one  case  in  which  I 
employed  it  as  a  dernier  resort, 
upon  the  patient's  positively  re- 
fusing to  submit  to  an  operation, 
no  mitigation  of  the  disease,  but 
rather  an  aggravation  of  suffering, 
resulted  from  its  exhibition.  This 
was  a  case  of  omental  inguinal 
hernia,  and  the  patient  died  with 
all  the  symptoms  of  supervening 
mortification.  That  the  hernial 
sac  contained  a  portion  of  omen- 
tum only,  I  inferred  from  the 
bowels  yielding  to  the  operation 
of  purgative  medicine,  which 
could  not  have  been  the  case  had 
a  portion  of  the  intestinal  tube 
been  shut  up  by  the  stricture  : 
the  stricture  in  this  case  was  in 
the  tendon  forming  the  ring,  and 
therefore  beyond  the  immediate 
influence  of  a  remedy  applied  to 
the  stomach.  Among  the  earlier 
recollections  of  my  boyhood,  is 
the  use  of  the  spirit  of  turpentine 
in  spasmodic  or  flatulent  colic  ; 
and  a  case  that  came  under  my 
observation  when  about  ten  years 
of  age,  served  to  fix  its  use  in  this 
disease  indelibly  on  my  memory. 
This  was  a  case  in  which  an  ute- 
rine inflammation  succeeding  to 
concealed  abortion,  in  the  person 
of  a  servant  girl,  was  mistaken  by 
her  mistress  for  colic,  and  the 
turpentine  administered  with  the 
most  melancholy  effect. 

Being  called  to  a  case,  some 
years  ago,  of  strangulated  scrotal 
hernia,  of  but  a  few  hours  stand- 
ing, which,  from  the  great  dis- 
tension of  the  strangulated  bowel 
by  flatus  and  excrement,  resisted 
all  my  efforts  at  reduction  by 
taxis,  I  was  naturally  led  to  spe- 


culate upon  the  cause  of  so  great 
and  sudden  an  accumulation  in  the 
gut.  It  struck  me  that  if  the 
occluding  stricture  existed  in  the 
abdominal  ring,  it  must  necessari- 
ly act  alike  upon  the  descending 
and  ascending  portions  of  the  in- 
testine, and  that  of  course  nothing 
could  be  derived  to  the  incarce- 
rated portion  from  that  within  the 
abdomen,  to  give  it  the  volume  it 
possessed.  It  therefore  occurred 
to  me  that  the  descending  portion 
of  the  tube  w-as  free,  and  that  the 
distension  was  caused  by  a  stric- 
ture taking  place  in  the  muscular 
fibres  of  the  ascending  portion, 
and  arresting  the  passage  of  the 
contents  of  the  bowels  brought 
down  by  the  peristaltic  motion. 
Considering  this  state  of  things  to 
differ  in  no  particular  from  that 
which  takes  place  in  spasmodic 
colic,  I  at  once  resolved  to  make 
trial  of  the  turpentine,  the  good 
effects  of  which  I  had  so  often 
witnessed  in  the  latter  disease, 
and  it  succeeded  beyond  .my  most 
sanguine  anticipations.  In  a  few 
moments  the  contents  of  the  stran- 
gulated bowel  were  spontaneously 
removed,  and  the  intestine  restor- 
ed to  the  abdominal  cavity  by 
taxis,  with  perfect  ease. 

About  twelve  months  since,  I 
was  called  to  a  colored  man,  the 
property  of  John  Addison,  Esq., 
of  this  district.  On  my  arrival, 
I  was  informed  by  his  master  that 
he  had  been  for  many  years  af- 
flicted with  scrotal  hernia  ;  that 
he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  reduc- 
ing it  himself ;  that  a  few  hours 
before  he  had  been  seized  with 
severe  pain  in  the  part,  and  that 
the  rupture  now  resisted  his  usual 
efforts  to  reduce  it.  On  examin- 
ing the  patient,  1  found  the  scro- 
tum so  enormously  enlarged  that 
no  trace  of  a  penis  could  be  seen; 
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the  integuments  were  cold  to  the  the  knee  joint,  after  speaking  of 

touch,  and  the  swelling  elastic.  "  the  perilous  symptoms  some- 

The  patient  informed  me  that  a  times  following  wounds   of  the 

short  time  before  the  attack  of  knee  joint,"  Mr.  Samuel  Cooper 

pain,  he  had  eaten  a  quantity  of  says,  "  Small  as  the  chance  is  of 

unripe  fruit,    and    ascribed    his  losing  the  limb,  and  even  life,  in 

situation  to  that  cause.    Without  the  attempt  to  get  rid  of  the  dis- 

making  any  attempt  at  reduction,  ease,  since  the  inconv^eniences  of 

I  inquired  if  there  \x?ls  any  spirit  the  complaint  are  in  most  cases 

of  turpentine  in  the  house  ;  and  very  bearable,  and  are  even  ca- 

fortunately  about  the  half  of  a  pable  of  palliation  by  means  of  a 

common-sized    wineglassful   was  bandage,  endangering   the  limb 

produced,  which  I   immediately  and  life  in  any  degree  must  seem 

administered.    The    relief   was  to  many  persons  contrary  to  the 

instantaneous  ;   the    spasm    was  dictates  of  prudence."    But  the 

removed  ;  the  air  and  faeces,  by  same  surgeon  says  further,  ''If  a 

the  elastic  pressure  of  the  intes-  man  be  deprived  of  his  livelihood, 

tine,  was  carried  upwards  with  a  by  not  being  able  to  use  his  knee; 

gurgling  sound  into  its  continuous  if  he  cannot  or  will  not  take  the 

portion  within  the  abdomen,  and  trouble  of  wearing  a  bandage  ;  if 

in  five  minutes  after,  the  patient  he  be  urgently  desirous  of  running 

wilh  his  own  hand  reduced  the  the  risk  of  the  operation,  after 

rupture.  things  have  been  impartially  ex- 

l  have  made  these  remarks  for  plained  to  him;  if  a  bandage  should 

the  purpose  of  directing  the  atten-  not  be  productive  of  sufficient  re- 

tion  of  practitioners  to  what  I  lief;  and  lastly,      excessive  pain, 

consider  to  be  the  only  condition  severe  inflammation  of  the  joint,  a 

of  the  parts  (which,  by  the  way,  great  deal  of  symptomatic  fever, 

might,  I  conceive,  be  properly  and  lameness,  should' frequently  be 

termed  a  scrotal  colic)  in  which  produced  by  the  complaint,  I  think 

the  turpentine  proves  an  invalua-  it  is  the  duty  of  the  surgeon  to  ope- 

ble  remedy,  and  to  express  my  rate.^"^ 

opinion  of  the  impropriety  of  ad-      Now  it  appears  to  me,  these 

ministering  it  in  those  cases  where  are  the  very  circumstances  under 

the    obstruction   arises   from    a  which  the  operation  would  most 

stricture  of  the  tendon  forming  likely  be  followed  by  perilous 

the  abdominal  ring,  or  from  chro-  symptoms.    That  cutting  into  a 

nic  enlargement  of  the  incarce-  joint  already  much  inflamed,*  or, 

rated  viscera. — Amcr.  Journal  of  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  in  a 

the  Medical  Sciences.  state   tending   to  iniiammation, 

  with  high  symptomatic  fever,  and 

pcrhaps  in  a  highly  irritable  or 


REMAllKS  ON  THE  EXCISION  OF  CAllTl- 
LAGINO-BONY  SUBSTANCES  FROM 
THE  KNEE  JOINT,  WITH  A  CASE. 

By  Samuel  C.  Bradbury,   M.D.,  of 
Bangor,  f  enobscot  county,  Maine. 

In  his  observations  on  the  excision 
of  cartilaginous  substances  from 


*  It  appears  to  us  that  our  correspond- 
ent has  misapprehended  Mr.  Cooper,  in 
supposing;  that  he  recommends  the  opera- 
tion during  iht  existence  of  inflammation 
in  the  joint ;  and  we  might  adduce,  in 
evidence  of  thi*,  several  observations  from 
the  same  article  in  his  Surgical  Dictiona- 
ry, quoted  in  the  preceding  paragraph. — 
Ed. 
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even  tainted  constitution,  should 
be  followed  by  still  greater  in- 
flammation and  danger,  is  what 
every  surgeon  might  expect  ;  and 
if  the  operation  in  question  has 
sometimes  "  been  followed  by  a 
violent  inflammation,  fever,  and 
death  itself,"  I  think  it  may  have 
been  because  it  was  performed 
on  an  improper  subject,  or  at  an 
improper  time,  or  in  consequence 
of  improper  treatment  afterwards. 
It  would  seem  that  the  most  fa- 
vorable circumstances  for  the 
operation,  are  a  sound  healthy 
constitution,  and  entire  abstinence, 
at  the  time  of  inflammation  in  the 
joint  ;  and  in  this  state  of  tilings, 
while  the  patient  remains  in  a 
pure  and  healthy  atmosphere, 
however  dangerous  or  fatal  the 
operation  may  have  proved  under 
opposite  circumstances,  or  in 
crowded  and  tainted  hospitals,  I 
cannot  believe  the  operation  so 
hazardous  as  Mr.  Cooper  and 
others  would  have  us  believe;  and 
I  trust  experience  will  prove  that 
excision  is  the  only  sure  and  com- 
paratively safe  mode  of  relief,  in 
cases  such  as  the  one  I  am  about 
to  describe.  By  delay,  in  tam- 
pering with  knee-caps  and  ban- 
dages, in  such  cases,  we  every 
day  endanger  the  production  of 
the  state  of  things  above  describ- 
ed by  Mr.  Cooper  ;  a  state  at 
least  as  dangerous  to  the  limb  and 
life,  as  the  operation,  performed 
at  a  proper  time  on  a  suitable 
subject,  can  be;  and  a  state  which 
may  forever  preclude  the  reason- 
able hope  of  relief  by  the  opera- 
tion. 

Case.— Oliver  Brooks,  of  New- 
port, a  farmer,  aged  twenty-five, 
of  robust  constitution,  consulted 
rno  on  the  14th  of  July  last,  with 
two  preternatural  bodies  in  the 


joint  of  the  left  knee.  They 
were  easily  moved  in  different 
directions  about  the  joint,  and 
from  one  side  of  the  patella  to 
the  other.  The  complaint  was 
brought  on  about  two  years  before 
by  a  severe  strain,  which  laid  him 
up  for  several  weeks.  At  the 
time  of  cor.sulting  me,  there  was 
no  inflammation  or  lameness  of 
the  joint,  except  when,  in  exer- 
cising the  limb,  these  extraneous 
bodies  came  in  certain  positions 
of  the  joint.  This  he  said  would 
always  happen  on  attempting  to 
walk  any  considerable  distance, 
and  sometimes  throw  him  down, 
as  he  expressed  it,  as  suddenly 
as  though  he  had  been  shot;  caus- 
ing severe  pain  and  fainting  at  the 
time,  and  a  degree  of  inflamma- 
tion in  the  joint,  which  would  oc- 
casionally confine  him  from  his 
labor  for  several  days. 

I  advised  an  operation,  which 
was  consented  to,  and  which  was 
performed  in  the  following  man- 
ner : — 

The  patient,  sitting  in  the  chair, 
with  the  limb  extended  and  the 
heel  on  the  floor,  brought  both 
the  substances  together,  at  the 
outer  side  of  the  articulation  near 
the  superior  attachment  of  the 
capsular  ligament,  and  assisted  in 
confining  them.  Drawing  the 
integuments  a  little  towards  the 
patella,  I  divided  them,  in  a  lon- 
gitudinal direction,  to  the  extent 
of  an  inch  and  a  half,  and  then 
carefully  made  an  incision  through 
the  capsular  ligament,  over  the 
extraneous  bodies,  of  a  sufficient 
size  for  their  exit.  The  wound 
was  then  accurately  closed  by 
adhesive  plaster,  compresses,  and 
the  uniting  bandage.  In  two  hours 
after  the  operation,  a  very  severe 
pain  came  on  in  the  knee  joint, 
shooting  up  to  the  hip,  which  ivas 
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only  relieved  by  larg:e  and  repeat- 
ed doses  of  laudanum  and  ether. 
In  two  or  three  hours  more  the 
pain  entirely  subsided,  and  never 
in  any  degree  returned.  The 
patient  was  kept  in  a  horizontal 
position,  with  the  limb  constantly 
extended,  for  the  first  forty-eight 
hours.  A  strictly  antiphlogistic 
regimen  was  enjoined,  and  as  he 
had  undergone  no  previous  prepa- 
ration, on  the  second  day  free 
evacuations  from  the  bowels  were 
procured  by  Epsom  salt.  No 
inflammation  or  fever  followed 
the  operation,  the  appetite  re- 
maining unimpaired,  and  sleep 
uninterrupted.  On  the  third  day, 
contrary  to  express  directions, 
the  patient  walked  on  the  limb 
for  some  distance,  and  in  one 
week  from  the  time  of  the  opera- 
tion resumed  his  usual  labors,  the 
joint  being  kept  supported  for 
some  weeks  with  a  large  plaster 
of  simple  diachylon.  The  wound 
was  but  partially  healed  by  the 
first  intention  ;  but  soon  healed 
entirely,  and  has  since  been  per- 
fectly well. 

In  this  case  the  place  of  the 
incision  was  chosen,  because  the 
substances  were  not  so  easily 
brought  together,  or  retained  in 
any  other  position.  The  largest 
of  these  bodies  was  of  a  triangu- 
lar shape,  its  longest  side  seven- 
eighths  of  an  inch,  and  three  or 
four  lines  in  thickness;  the  outside 
cartilaginous  and  convex,  the  in- 
side flat  and  bony. — lb. 


IV. 

NECROSIS  OF  HALF  THE  LOWER  JAW. 

Extraction  of  the  Sequestrum  by  M. 
Dupuytren. 

The  phenomena  of  an  incarcerat- 
ed sequestrum  does  not  belong 


exclusively  to  the  long  bones. — A 

woman,  30  years  of  age,  pale, 
fat,  and  eminently  lymphatic,  had 
experienced,  during  the  last  two 
years,  slight  and  transient  pains 
in  the  left  side  of  the  jaw,  when 
about  eight  months  ago  these  in- 
creased so  much  as  to  disturb  her 
sleep.  The  teeth,  which  till 
then  had  been  white,  assumed  a 
greyish  color,  and  the  breath  be- 
came foetid.  After  a  month  of 
acute  sufl'ering,  a  fistula  took 
place  at  the  symphysis,  within 
the  base  of  the  jaw  ;  others  soon 
showed  themselves  at  various 
points  nearer  the  angle,  but  al- 
ways within  the  lower  margin  of 
the  bone,  and  on  the  left  side. 
One  only  formed  to  the  right, 
about  half  an  inch  from  the  sym- 
physis. The  suppuration  also 
burst  into  the  interior  of  the 
mouth.  The  patient  asserted 
that  the  pus  only  oozed  from  the 
gums  ;  but  the  sequel  proved  that 
there  was  a  true,  fistula  internally. 
When  she  used  a  gargle,  some  of 
it  always  escaped  by  one  of  the 
four  fistulae.  It  was  six  months 
since  the  mastication  had  become 
painful  and  almost  impossible,  and 
since  the  molares  of  the  aff'ected 
side  became  loose.  At  this  time, 
also,  the  soft  parts  which  cover 
the  anterior  maxillary  foramen 
almost  entirely  lost  their  sensibi- 
lity, which  could  only  have  arisen 
from  the  destruction  of  the  nerve. 
Tonic  remedies  were  employed 
without  avail:  the  pains  continued 
to  increase  in  severity,  and  the 
suppuration  to  augment  in  quanti- 
ty. The  disease  was  recognised 
by  M.  Dubois,  but  he  having 
found  the  sequestrum  to  be  im- 
moveable, advised  the  woman 
"  to  have  patience.'* 

She  came  to  the  Hotel  Dicu 
the  beginning  of  August,  at  which 
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time  it  was  difficult  to  recognise 
the  dimensions  of  the  new  bone 
amid  the  swelling  of  the  soft  parts; 
but  it  was  ascertained  to  be  very 
solid,  and  to  inclose  the  old  bone 
in  its  cavity.  A  probe  introduced 
at  one  of  the  fistulae,  gave  the 
idea  of  a  moveable  body,  and 
even  caused  a  noise,  which  was 
audible  at  a  certain  distance. 

On  the  17th  of  August,  the  fol- 
lowing operation  was  performed  : 
— The  patient's  head  being  fixed 
by  an  assistant,  M.  Dupuytren 
laid  the  two  posterior  fistulae  into 
one,  by  an  incision  about  an  inch 
long;  thenjcutting  deeper,  he 
opened,  at  its  lower  part,  the 
bony  cavity  which  contained  the 
sequestrum.  By  means  of  the 
common  pincers,  he  removed,  not 
without  some  effort,  a  plate  of 
bone,  two  inches  long  and  one  in 
breadth,  and  a  line  and  a  half 
thick.  The  forefinger  introduced 
to  the  bottom  of  the  wound,  dis- 
covered another  portion  of  bone, 
moveable  and  denuded,  situated 
at  the  back  part.  The  pincers 
were  again  applied,  and  extracted 
a  triangular  fragment,  which 
proved  to  be  the  angle  of  the  jaw. 
The  finger  of  the  operator  tra- 
versed freely  every  part  of  the 
cavity,  and  felt  the  naked  roots 
of  the  teeth  ; — those  of  the  mo- 
lares  were  loose,  and  M.  Dupuy- 
tren debated  with  himself,  whe- 
ther, under  such  circumstances, 
they  could  live.  The  transplant- 
ing of  teeth  has  so  frequently  suc- 
ceeded, that  it  appears  probable 
that  in  this  case  they  will  not 
perish,  but  recover  their  solidity 
by  an  approximation  of  the  bone, 
from  which  they  are  now  some 
lines  distant.  A  mecke  was  intro- 
duced into  the  wound,  and  the  dress- 
ing completed  with  dry  charpie. 


From  this  time  the  matter  only 

passed  by  the  wound, — the  mouth 
was  no  longer  infested  with  it. 
A  large  opetiing  existed  between 
the  cavity  of  the  mouth  and  that 
of  the  new  bone,  and  between 
this  last  and  the  exterior.  This 
communication  existed  before  ; 
but  the  absence  of  the  sequestrum 
now  rendered  it  more  pervious, 
so  that  the  gargle  readily  escaped 
by  the  wound.  Alter  a  few  days 
the  wound  was  not  filled  with  the 
charpie,  and  it  began  to  contract. 
The  bony  pouch  contracted  every 
day,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
teeth  becoming  fixed,  and  from 
the  quantity  of  fluid  which  passed 
from  within  outwards  diminishing. 
The  pain  left  her  entirely. 

Sept.  4th. — All  the  molares 
are  now  as  fast  as  those  of  the 
opposite  side. 

6th. — M.  Dupuytren  has  disco- 
vered, by  means  of  a  probe,  that 
the  other  half  of  the  jaw  is  also 
dead.  He  intends  to  operate  on 
it  when  the  sequestrum  becomes 
mobile. — Lancette  Francaise. 


V. 

A  CASE  OF  EPILEPSY  SUSPENDED  BY  A 
J5URN  ON  THE  SOLE  OF  THE  FOOT. 

Communicated  for  the .  Western 
Journal  of  the  Medical  and  Phy- 
sical Sciences^  by  Dr.  H.  E. 
Green,  of  Greenupsburgh,  Ky. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  1827,  I 
was  applied  to  for  advice  in  a 
case  of  violent  epileptic  fits.  The 
subject  was  a  colored  man  and  a 
slavlj,  about  48  years  old,  and  of 
steady  habits.  It  was  about  three 
months  since  the  first  attack  ;  but 
he  had  complained,  for  twelve  or 
eighteen  months  previously,  of 
tension,  uneasiness  and  pain  about 
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the  umbilical  region.  He  had 
all  this  time  done  the  work  of  a 
common  laborer.  The  convul- 
sions came  on,  without  any  pre- 
vious notice,  •  at  each  full  and 
change  of  the  moon,  and  he  would 
have  from  four  to  ten  at  each  at- 
tack. When  I  hrst  saw  him,  he 
was  moderately  corpulent,  and 
looked  healthy;  he  said,  however, 
that  he  was  in  a  very  costive  ha- 
bit, and  frequently  went  two  or 
three  days  without  an  evacua- 
tion. 

I  bled  him,  and  ordered  it  to 
be  repeated  every  ten  or  twelve 
days  for  two  months  ;  inserted  a 
lar^ge  issue  in  the  nape  of  his  neck; 
directed  the  daily  use  of  pills 
composed  of  aloes,  ipecacuanha, 
and  the  blue  mercurial  mass,  and 
prescribed  a  simple  diet.  This 
course  was  continued  for  three 
months,  without  any  sensible  va- 
riation hi  the  disease.  He  then 
look  three  grains  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver  daily,  for  two  fiionths,  with 
no  better  success.  He  now  fell 
into  the  hands  of  a  patent  steam 
doctor^  by  whose  engine  he  was 
nearly  destroyed. 

At  len.Tth  all  hope  of  relief  was 
despaired  of,  when  in  the  month 
of  January,  1829,  in  a  severe  fit, 
alone,  he 'fell  into  the  fire  and 
burnt  severely  the  whole  of  the  bot- 
tom of  the  left  foot.  It  did  not  get 
well  for  about  four  months ^  during 
the  ivhole  of  which  time  he  had  no 
fits^  but  exhibited  every  indication 
of  returning  health  and  vigor.  Jls 
soon,  hoioever,  as  it  loas  healed,  the 
fits  returned. 

Profiting  by  the  hint  afforded 
by  this  accident,  I  have  put  an 
issue  into  each  ankle,  the  effect 
of  which  remains  to  be  ascer- 
tained. 


VI. 

AN  ACCOUNT  OP  A  SINGULAR   CASE  OF 
F(ETAL  MONSTROSITY. 

By  Dr.  John  Cook  Benwet,  of  McCon- 
nelsville,  Ohio. 

When  residing  in  Circleville,  the 
following  extraordinary  case  fell 
under  my  observation  : — 

A  lady,  in  the  sixth  vi^eek  of 
utero-gestation,  was  frightened  in 
the  street  by  the  fighting  of  two 
dogs,  one  of  which  was  mad.  This 
was  in  the  month  of  April.  Imme- 
diately after  the  event,  she  was 
seized  with  uterine  hemorrhage, 
which  continued  for  twenty-four 
hours,  and  the  same  discharge  re- 
turned, in  a  less  degree,  once  a 
fortnight,  till  she  suffered  abortion 
in  June.  On  the  30th  of  May, 
she  was  seized  with  a  violent  in- 
flammation in  the  left  eye,  which 
returned  for  three  successive  days, 
and  after  an  ineffectual  resort  to 
cupping  and  blistering,  was  cured 
by  the  loss  of  a  quart  of  blood  from 
the  arm.  On  the  4th  of  June,  the 
uterine  hemorrhage  returned.  On 
the  5th,  I  was  requested  to  visit 
her,  and  found  that  abortion  was 
likely  to  take  place,  as  tolerably 
strong  uterine  pains  recurred  every 
few  minutes.  I  gave  opium  and 
laudanum  freely,  but  the  contrac- 
tions of  the  uterus  increased  in 
violence  ;  and  in  the  evening,  the 
liquor  amnii  was  discharged.  In 
half  an  hour  after  this  occurrence, 
or  about  8  o'clock,  the  arm  of  a 
foetus  presented,  and  soon  after- 
wards delivery  took  place.  The 
child  was  perfect,  and  weighed  3i- 
onnces.  The  placenta  was  thrown 
off  about  11  o'clock,  and  weighed 
half  an  ounce  more  than  the  foetus. 

At  7  o'clock  next  morning,  ano- 
ther placenta  was  discharged, 
w^eighing  5  1-2  ounces,  and  brought 
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with  it,  attached  by  nn  umbilical 
cord,  a  monster,  of  rather  less  than 
its  own  weight,  resembling  the 
body  and  head  of  a  p"ppy.  It  was 
destitute  of  extremities  and  sexual 
organs,  but  had  an  anus  and  meatus 
urinarius.  Its  head  was  composed 
of  brains  only,  and  in  its  outline 
was  essentially  canine.  It  had 
neither  eyes,  ears,  nor  mouth,  but 
was  marked  with  lines  and  spots 
indicating  the  situation  of  those 
organs.  It  was  not  subjected  to 
dissection. 

At  4  o'clock,  on  the  same  day, 
another  monster,  with  its  placenta, 
was  thrown  off.  It  w^eighed  6  1-2 
ounces,  and  the  placenta  6.  It 
resembled  the  tirst  in  all  respects, 
except  that  there  was  attached  to 
its  back  a  mass  resembling  liver, 
which  extended,  widening  and 
thickening,  from  the  neck  to  the 
sacrum.  When  detached,  it  weigh- 


ed one  ounce,  which  was  also  the 
weight  of  the  head.  I  was  per- 
mitted to  make  a  hasty  examina- 
tion of  the  thoracic  and  abdominal 
organs  of  this  monster  ;  and  found 
them  all  natural,  except  perhaps 
that  the  liver  was  larger  than  is 
common  in  a  fcotus  of  such  a  size. 
It  weighed  two  ounces.  I  could 
not  obtain  permission  to  preserve 
either  of  the  monsters,  or  scarcely 
to  examine  them,  so  unpleasantly 
were  the.  feelings  of  the  patient 
and  attendants  affected  by  the 
phenomenon. 

The  patient  before  delivery  ap- 
peared like  one  in  the  sixth  month 
of  gestation.  Her  recovery  was 
rapid. 

I  am  aware  that  the  account 
which  1  have  given  will  be  read 
with  incredulity,  but  am  prepared 
to  substantiate  all  that  it  contains. 
Western  Journal. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Under  this  title,  Mr.  Wishart,  of 
Edinburgh,  has  publishtid  an  able 
article  on  the  purulent  ophthalmia 
of  infants,  of  which  we  shall  endea- 
vor to  present  our  readers  a  brief 
analysis. 

The  disease  usually  commences 
in  from  three  days  to  four  weeks 
after  birth.  The  eyelids  are  first 
observed  to  be  freqnenily  glued  to- 
gether, so  that  the  child  has  consi- 
derable difficulty  in  separating  them, 
as  is  evident  from  the  action  of  the 
muscles  in  opening  the  eyes.  They 
are  however  generally  open  in  a 
moderate  light,  and  still  more  so  if 
the  room  is  darkened.  On  firther 
examination,  the  conjunctiva  of  the 


ball  is  found  clear,  but  that  of  the 
lids  is  observed  to  be  red,  puckered, 
and  covered  widi  a  white,  mild,  thick 
sliaie.  The  difficulty  of  opening  the 
lids,  the  intolerance  of  light,  the 
swelling  and  redness  of  the  conjunc- 
tiva, gradually  increase  as  the  disease 
advances.  At  length  the  lids  remain 
constantly  shut,  and  any  attempt  to 
separate  them  occasions  great  pain 
to  the  patient.  This  can  only  be 
effected  during  sleep,  by  moistening 
their  edges  with  lukewarm  water. 
On  making  the  separation,  a  copious 
discharge  takes  place  of  thick  mucus, 
varying  in  color  from  white  to  a 
greenish  vfMlow,  and  often  mixed 
with  streaks  of  blood.  The  quantity 
of  this  is  in  proportion  to  the  vio- 
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lence  of  the  inflammation,  and  the 
length  of  time  that  the  lids  have 
been  allowed  to  remain  undisturbed. 
Still,  however,  the  redness  is  confined 
to  the  conjunctiva  of  the  lid,  or  if 
the  ball  is  inflamed,  the  injected 
vessels  are  not  so  numerous  but  that 
they  appear  perfectly  distinct. 

At  this  period,  an  attempt  to  open 
the  eye  is  not  unfrequently  followed 
by  eversion  of  the  lid.  This  ever- 
sion  must  be  carefully  replaced  ; 
otherwise  the  lining  membrane  thus 
exposed  to  the  air  becomes  more 
red  and  swollen,  and  acquires  the 
appearance  and  character  of  inverted 
rectum.  It  will  sometimes  happen 
that  the  lid  cannot  be  reduced,  and 
the  eversion  is  permanent.  This 
state  of  things  is  usually  followed  by 
the  gradual  failure  of  the  patient. 

An  occurrence  not  uncommon  at 
this  stage  of  the  disease,  is  a  greater 
or  less  hemorrhage  from  the  lids. 
This,  though  alarming,  is  a  favorable 
occurrence  ;  for  by  this  bleeding  tur- 
gid vessels  are  emptied,  and  the  in- 
flammation diminished.  If,  however, 
the  progress  of  the  disease  is  not 
checked,  the  symptoms  which  ensue 
are  more  formidable.  In  consequence 
of  the  swelling  of  the  lids,  the  edges 
of  the  tarsus  are  contracted,  and  the 
matter  secreted  can  no  longer  escape. 
Rendered  acrid  by  confinement,  it 
increases  the  inflammation  of  the 
eyeball,  an  ulcer  forms  on  the  cor- 
nea, which  becomes  gradually  deeper 
till  the  membrane  is  perforated,  and 
the  consequences  which  ensue  termi- 
nate only  with  the  entire  destruction 
of  the  organ. 

Among  the  causes  of  this  disease, 
the  more  obvious  are  those  which 


produce  other  complaints  among  the 
poorer  classes, — namely,  exposure  to 
cold  or  dampness,  or  to  a  strong 
light,  as  in  too  suddenly  admitting 
the  glare  of  sunshine,  or  in  dressing 
the  child  before  a  large  fire.  A 
much  more  frequent  cause,  however, 
than  is  generally  suspected,  is  the 
existence  of  morbid  uterine  discharge, 
whether  venereal  or  otherwise,  in 
the  parent  at  the  period  of  delivery. 
More  than  two-thirds  of  the  infants 
affected,  are  born  of  mothers  labor- 
ing under  leucorrhcea. 

The  complaint,  when  treated  in 
the  best  way,  seldom  continues  less 
than  three  weeks,  and  if  neglected 
or  unskilfully  managed,  may  be  pro- 
tracted to  ten  or  twelve.  The  mor- 
bid changes  most  frequently  left  by 
it,  are  the  eclropium  or  eversion  al- 
ready mentioned,  and  opacity  of  a 
fvortion  of  the  cornea.  Neither  of 
these  occur  except  in  the  worst  cases, 
and  arc  for  the  most  part  owing  to 
injudicious  treatment. 

With  regard  to  the  prevention  of 
this  complaint,  two  precautionary 
measures  are  suggested  by  the  con- 
siderations already  mentioned, — one, 
to  remove  if  possible  any  morbid 
discharge  existing  in  the  parent  pre- 
vious to  delivery,  and  the  other,  to 
wash  the  eyes  of  the  infant  carefully 
immediately  after  birth. 

The  disease,  as  already  stated, 
seems  to  have  a  certain  regular 
course,  and  a  violent  or  sudden  in- 
terruption of  its  progress  would  be 
dangerous  to  the  patient.  The  fol- 
lowing mode  of  treatment,  however, 
is  safe  and  effectual.  If  the  case  is 
seen  within  a  week  from  its  com- 
mencement, which  is  as  soon  as  ge- 
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nerally  happens,  the  purulent  dis- 
charge is  to  be  carefully  washed  away 
with  warm  water,  and  the  following 
lotion  ordered  : — 

R.  Sulph.  Zinci  Qi. 

Aquaefont  3  x.    Solve  et  adde 

Liq.  Subac.  PI.  3i- 

Tinct.  Camph.  3i— 5'j.  M.  et  cola. 

This  is  to  be  carefully  injected  three 
times  in  a  day  with  a  fine  pointed 
ivory  syringe  ;  at  first  diluted  a  little 
with  hot  water,  so  as  to  be  rendered 
tepid,  in  which  state  it  answers  bet- 
ter, especially  in  cold  weather.  If 
the  discharg^e  be  very  great,  the  in- 
tervals of  its  application  must  be 
abridged.  In  the  state  above  men- 
tioned, it  generally  produces  pain, 
which  continues  from  five  to  ten 
minutes  ;  if  the  child  cry  longer  than 
this,  it  ought  to  be  diluted.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  eyes  are  to  be  fre- 
quently washed  with  warm  water, 
and  at  night  a  small  quantity  of  the 
ung.  ox.  zin.  is  to  be  inserted  between 
the  lids.  Leeches  or  scarification 
may  be  added  to  the  treatment,  if 
necessary. 

At  the  end  of  two  weeks,  if  the 
cure  goes  on  well,  the  inflammation 
will  have  diminished, and  the  discharge 
will  acquire  a  watery  appearance. 
At  this  period,  the  ung.  hyd.  ox. 
rub.  may  be  substituted  for  that 
above  meritioned,  and  the  lotion  al- 
tered to  the  following  : — 

R.  Mur.  Hyd.  g^r.  i. 

Aq.  Ros.  M.  et  adde 

Viii.  Op.  3  iss.    M.  f.  coll. 

At  the  end  of  a  month,  it  generally 
becomes  unnecessary  to  use  the  sy- 
ringe, and  the  coUyrium  may  then 
be  continued- occasionally  by  drop- 
ping H  portion  on  the  inner  angle  of 


the  eye,  and  allowing  it  to  pass  over 
the  surface. 

The  most  usual  sequelcC  of  puru- 
lent ophthalmia,  as  above  mention- 
ed, are  opacity  of  the  cornea  and 
ectropium.  The  foruier  complaint 
is  removed  in  young  infants  without 
difficulty.  The  best  treatment  con- 
sists in  the  use  of  the  ung.  hyd.  prec. 
at  night,  and  the  vin.  opii,  more  or 
less  diluted,  in  the  morning.  The 
eversion  of  the  eyelid,  when  recent, 
is  easily  reduced,  and  rarely  becomes 
permanent  or  irreducible,  except  in 
consequence  of  neglect.  When  it  is 
so,  however,  the  conjunctiva  must 
be  treated  with  the  ung.  hyd.  prec, 
or  some  mild  caustic,  until  the  swell- 
ing is  diminished,  when  an  attempt 
must  again  be  made  to  accomplish 
its  reduction.  The  sooner  this  is 
efiected,  and  the  changed  surface  is 
withdrawn  from  the  action  of  the 
air,  the  sooner  will  it  return  to  its 
healthy  state. 


AMAUROSIS. 

It  has,  we  believe,  been  generally 
supposed,  that  the  insensibility  of 
the  retina  and  optic  nerves  which  con- 
stitute this  disease,  are  always  accom- 
panied by  want  of  irritability  in  the  iris, 
and  permanently  dilated  pupil.  Dr. 
Robinson,  of  the  Eye  Dispensary  in 
Edinburgh,  has  observed  that  these 
two  circumstances  have  no  necessary 
connection  with  each  other.  He 
has  met  with  repeated  instances  in 
which  the  pupil  was  permanently 
dilated  and  immoveable,  yet  the  vi- 
sion not  much  impaired.  On  the 
other  hand,  cases  of  true  amaurosis 
have  occurred  to  him  in  which  the 
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pupil  was  permanently  contracted, 
while  in  others  he  found  the  iris  as 
irritable  as  if  vision  had  been  per- 
fect. 

With  regard  to  the  renjote  causes 
of  amaurosis,  the  disease  is  frequent- 
ly hereditary,  and  is  often  observed 
to  attack  the  successive  generations 
of  the  same  family  at  the  same  period 
of  life.  In  persons  predisposed  to 
these  attacks,  they  are  very  likely  to 
recur  from  any  cause  which  produces 
a  determination  of  the  blood  to  the 
head,  and  seem  in  these  instances  to 
be  directly  induced  by  pressure  on 
the  nerves  of  the  organ.  That  the 
retina  is  very  easily  afiected  by  slight 
changes  in  the  circulation,  there  can 
be  no  doubt.    Richter  relates  the 


case  of  an  individual  who,  when  he 
held  his  breath  and  looked  at  a  while 
wall,  saw  a  kind  of  network,  which 
appeared  and  vanished  with  the  dias- 
tole and  systole  of  the  heart.  The 
writer  cites  several  cases  in  which 
amaurosis  seemed  evidently  to  de- 
pend on  cerebral  plethora,  and  in 
which  general  and  local  bloodletting 
were  emjjloyed  with  a  direct  view  to 
its  removal,  and  with  decided  bene- 
fit. In  one  of  these,  the  power  of 
vision  was  to  a  great  degree  restored 
as  soon  as  faintness  was  induced  by 
the  bleeding.  As  it  appears  that 
only  part  of  Dr.  R.'s  cases  are  pub- 
lished, we  hope  to  see  this  interest- 
ing point  of  pathology  still  further 
illustrated. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  24,  1829. 


INFLUENCE  OF  THE  AGE  OF  THE  PA- 
RENTS ON  THE  SEX  OF  THEIR  OFF- 
SPRING. 

The  interesting  but  mysterious  sub- 
ject of  conception,  and  the  laws,  if 
any  exist,  which  regulate  the  sex  of 
the  offspring,  has  received,  of  late 
years,  an  unusual  share  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  faculty.  The  following 
are  the  result  of  some  researches  on 
this  subject,  by  Professor  Hoffnacker, 
of  Inspruck,  published  in  the  Inipruck 
Med.  Chir.  Zeitung. 

1.  In  marriages  where  the  mother 
is  older  than  the  father,  the  average 
number  of  male  to  that  of  female 
births  is  90.6:  100. 

2.  Both  parents  being  of  the  same 
age,  the  proportion  of  boys  to  girls 
is  92  :  100. 

3.  The  father  being  from  three  to 
six  years  older  than  the  mother,  the 


number  of  male  to  that  of  female 
children  is  103.4:  100. 

4.  Where  the  father  is  from  six  to 
nine  years  older  than  the  mother, 
the  proportion  is  124.7  boys  to  100 
girls. 

5.  The  age  of  the  father  being 
from  nine  to  twelve  more  than  that 
of  the  mother,  the  proportion  is 
143.7:100. 

6.  Where  the  age  of  the  father  is 
eighteen  years  and  more  above  that 
of  the  mother,  the  proportion  of 
male  to  female  births  is  200  :  100. 

7.  Young  men,  from  twenty-four 
to  thirty-six,  produce  with  young 
women,  from  fourteen  to  twenty-six, 
1]  6.6  boys  to  100  girls. 

S.  If  men  between  the  age  of 
twenty-four  and  thirty-six,  arc  mar- 
ried to  females  between  thirty-six 
and  forty-six,  the  proportion  of  male 
to  female  childi  en  is  95.4  :  100. 

9.  Middle-aged  men,  from  thirty- 
six  to  forty-eight  years,  bei  ng  mar- 
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ried  to  young  females,  the  proportion 
of  their  male  and  female  children  is 
176.9  : 100. 

10.  Middle-aged  men,  and  middle- 
aged  women,  produce  114.3  male  to 
100  female  children. 

11.  Middle-aged  men,heing  mar- 
ried to  women  of  a  more  advanced 
age,  the  proportion  of  male  to  female 
children  is  109.2  :  100. 

12.  Old  men  and  middle-aged 
women  produce  190  male  to  100  fe- 
male children. 

13.  If  husband  and  wife  are  both 
equally  advanced  in  years,  the  pro- 
portion of  their  male  and  female 
children  is  164.3  :  100. 


Mode  of  suspending  the  Secretion 
of  31ilk. — M.  Ranque,  chief  physi- 
cian to  the  Hotel  Dieu  of  Orleans, 
employs  with  success,  to  diminish 
the  sensibility  of  the  mammary  gland, 
upon  which  the  secretion  of  milk 
depends,  frictions  morning  and  even- 
ing upon  the  breast,  with  the  follow- 
ing liniment  : — R.  Laurel  water 
3  ij.;  sulphuric  ether  3  i. ;  extract 
of  belladonna  He  prescribes 

at  the  same  time  rigid  diet  and  sudo- 
rific drinks. 

M.  R.,  it  is  said,  employs  this  lini- 
ment with  success  in  engorgements 
of  the  testicles,  after  using  antiphlo- 
gistics. — Journal  des  Progres. 


Vesicating  Plaster.— Vfw  Th.  W. 
C.  Marlius  recommends  the  following 
formula  for  this  purpose.    He  says 


it  spreads  easily,  adheres  well,  and 
does  not  spoil. — R.  Cantharid.  con- 
tus.  5iv.  ;  inf.  c.  aq.  ebull.  3  xx.  ; 
col.  ot  evapor.  leni  igne  ad  syrupi 
consistentiam.  Adde  cer.  flav.  3  iv.  ; 
resin  pini  3  i.  ;  ol.  oliv.,  ol  terebinth, 
aa  3i.  ;  alcohol  vini  3  ij.    M.  exact. 

The  strength  (jf  this  plaster  may 
be  increased  by  using  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  cantliarides. — Bid,  des 
Sc.  Med. 


Excision  of  enlarged  Nympli(C. — 
Dr.  Wagner  has  performed  this  ope- 
ration with  success  in  a  girl  aged 
eighteen,  in  which  the  nymphse  were 
enlarged  to  an  extraordinary  degree. 
—BuL  des  Sc.  3Ied.,  May,  1829. 


Pseudo-caries. — The  shafts  of 
bones,  and  especially  the  tibia,  ia 
consequence  of  chronic  intlammatioii, 
are  frequently  enlarged,  thickened, 
and  at  the  same  time  loosened  in 
their  texture,  which  comes  to  have 
nearly  the  same  appearance  as  that 
of  the  spongy  articulatitjg  extremi- 
ties. In  bones  so  altered  a  state  re- 
sembling caries  occasionally  occurs. 
Mr.  Syme  says  that  he  has  hardly 
ever  known  this  pseudo-caries  resist 
the  local  application  of  blisters,  and 
iiiternal  use  of  mercury. — Edinburgh 
Med.  and  Surg.  Journ. 


LitJiotomy.—Oi  eighty-three  ope- 
rations by  the  lateral  method,  per- 
formed by  M.  J.  M.  Viricel,  at  the 
Hotel  Diou  of  Lyons,  eighty  were 
successful. — Revue  Medicate. 


WEEKLY   REPORT   OP  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON,  ENDING  NOVEMBER  14. 


Date.  jSex.lAge. 


Disease. 


Nov.  5, 


F,  9  mo 
F.  35  yrs 
33 

5  mo 
36  yrs 
12 


lung  fever 
brain  fever 
consumption 
lunff  fever 


consumption 
do. 

15  mojinfantile 


16  mo 
2  yrs 

79 

17  mo 


measles 

do. 
cancer 
measles 


92  yrs'  old  age 
3  Imeasles 


Date.  jSex.lAge.  | 


Disease. 


10. 


11. 

12. 
13. 

14, 
Males 


50  yrs 
31 
46 
13  mo 

4d 
43  yrs 

3 


inflammation  in  the  bowels 

consumption 

pleurisy 

dropsy  in  the  head 

consumption 
measles 
consumption 
intemperance 


60 
50 
F.|67 
F.U 
iVI.|2  2-3 
F.I7  w 

10— Females,  17.    Total,  27. 


lung  fever 
measles 
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NEW  BOOKS. 

C \RTER  &  HEN  DEE  have  just  pub- 
lished and  for  sale — 
A  Manual  of  Materia  Medica,  and 
Pharmacy,  comprising  a  concise  descrip- 
tion of  the  articles  used  in  medicine  ;  their 
pliysical  and  chemical  properties,  Szc.  Hzc. 
By  H.  M.  Edwards,  M.D.  and  P.  Vasseur, 
M.D.  Translated  from  the  French,  with 
additions,  8lc.  by  Joseph  Tongo  and  E. 
Durand. 

Examinations  in  Anatomy,  Physiolog'y, 
Practice  of  Physic,  Surgery,  Chemistry, 
Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  for  the 
use  of  students.  By  Robert  Hooper,  M.U. 
from  the  last  London  edition,  with  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  additional  ques- 
tions, and  an  entire  new  chapter  on  Poi- 
sons. 

The  American  Journal  of  the  Medical 
Sciences,  No.  11,  for  November,  1S29. 
Nov.  24. 

ANATOMICO- SURGICAL  DRAW- 
INGS,  and  Descriptions  of  all  the 
Surgical  Operations,  according  to  the 
most  approved  methods.  By  J^.  J,  Von 
BiERKowSKY,  Translated  from  the  Ger- 
man. In  two  volumes,  and  570  drawings 
on  58  folio  plates. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  PROSPECTUS. 

'*  Encouraged  by  the  approbation  of 
the  Medical  Profession,  it  is  proposed  to 
publish  a  work  under  the  present  title." 

"  This  work  contains  570  drawings,  on 
58  plates  folio  ;  to  which  is  annexed,  in 
two  volumes  8vo.  a  concise  explanation 
of  each  surgical  operation.  The  plates 
exhibit  not  only  the  parts  interested  in 
operations,  in  their  natural  position  and 
size,  but,  what  is  much  more  important, 
represent  the  different  acts  or  stages  of  the 
whole  operation,  while  others  exhibit  de- 
lineations of  such  morbid  affections  as 
consist  in  the  change  of  the  natural  posi- 
tion, structure,  color,  &;c.  In  order  to 
afford  the  work  at  a  moderate  price,  the 
plates  will  be  Lithographic  ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  perfect  accuracy,  en- 
gagements have  been  entered  into  fortheir 
preparation  in  Berlin,  under  the  especial 
direction  of  two  of  the  most  distinguished 
Professors  of  the  University  of  that  city.'" 

A  specimen  of  the  translation,  and  the 
plates,  is  deposited  for  inspection  at  the 
Bookstore  of  CARTER  &  HENDEE,  who 
receive  subscriptions  for  the  work. 


Subscribers  will  be  furnished  with  the 
work,  and  the  first  impressions  of  the 
plates,  at  the  price  of  $  30. 

The  subscription  list  will  be  open  until 
the  1st  of  November,  1829,  after  which 
period  the  price  of  the  work  will  be  raised 
to  $  40. 

P.  S.  For  the  accommodation  of  sub- 
scribers the  work  will  be  issued  infiive 
Numbers,  at  j|6each,  payable  on  deli- 
very. Sept.  29.  1S202N1D. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  just  pub- 
lished,—The  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.   By  George  Combe. 

From  the  Preface  to  the  American  edition. 

"  Mr.  Combe's  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  many  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  Educa- 
tion. It  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education.  This  is  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  au- 
thor, and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illus- 
trations, have  it  always  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 

"  The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

"  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  with  much 
advantage.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  or- 
der with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  health 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  decay. — To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  fit  him  to  write  a  book  which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  com- 
munity." Sept.  8. 

TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, by  C  .G.  HuFEiiAND,  Physician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  &c.,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  &  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 
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I. 

PHYSIC  AND  SURGERY^ 

The  following  is  an  extract  from 
Mr.  Lawrence's  Lecture,  introducto- 
ry to  his  Course  on  Surgery  at  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital, — the  thea- 
tre on  which  the  genius  of  Aberne- 
THY  has  been  so  long  and  luminously 
displayed,  and  from  which  he  has 
recently  retired. 

There  has  bfen  as  much  difficul- 
ty experienced  in  France  as  in  this 
country,  in  defining  the  limits  be- 
tween the  two  professions.  I  am 
convinced  that  the  boundary,  as 
now  fixed,  is  not  very  clear,  and 
the  consequence  is,  that  great  dis- 
putes have  arisen.  Operations, 
injuries,  and  external  local  com- 
plaints, are  the  undisputed  posses- 
sion of  surgery,  and  internal  dis- 
eases are  assigned  to  the  physician. 
But  it  is  not  easy  to  distinguish 
between  external  and  internal  dis- 
eases ;  here,  in  fact,  surgery  and 
physic  join.  Since  it  is  found  thus 
difficult  to  draw  a  satisfactory  line 
of  demarcation  between  physic  and 
surgery,  you  will  not  be  surprised 
to  find,  in  a  great  majority  of  in- 
stances, that  both  are  practised 
together,  in  this  country,  by  one 
description  of  persons, — surgeon- 
apothecaries.  Nineteen  twentieths 
of  diseases  are  under  the  care  of 
this  class  of  persons  in  the  country, 
who  are  therefore  styled  general 
practitioners.    On  the  other  hand, 
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in  the  metropolis,  we  find  that 
these  two  branches  of  the  profes- 
sion are  exercised  by  a  different 
class  of  persons,  whose  education 
differs  widely  in  some  important 
points.  We  find  it  taught  by  se- 
parate teachers,  in  distinct  courses 
of  instruction,  and  we  find  this  re- 
gulation enjoined  by  the  laws  of 
two  distinct  incorporated  bodies. 

Finding  these  contradictions,  we 
are  led  to  inquire  more  particular- 
ly into  the  distinctions  between 
physic  and  surgery, — to  ask  whe- 
ther it  consists  in  the  nature  of  the 
disease  allotted  to  each,  or  in  the 
mode  of  treating  it, — to  inquire 
whether  there  is  any  difference  in 
the  mode  of  learning  them, — to  ask 
how  and  when  the  distinction  origi- 
nated, whether  it  is  well  founded, 
whether  it  is  of  any  benefit  to  the 
public,  or  any  advantage  to  the 
practitioner  ?  Nothing  like  the 
modern  distinction  was  known  to  the 
ancients;  at  least,  we  find  no  traces 
of  it  in  the  Greek,  Roman,  or  Ara- 
bic writers.  Particular  branches 
of  medicine  were  indeed  followed 
separately  in  Egypt,  where  the 
diseases  of  the  eye,  and  some  in- 
ternal organs,  formed  the  distinct 
occupation  of  different  practition- 
ers ;  and  a  distinction  somewhat 
similar  is  said  to  have  prevailed  at 
Rome.  But  Hippocrates,  Galen, 
and  Celsus,  treat  of  the  nature  and 
management  of  fever,  of  injuries, 
and  of  external  and  internal  com- 
plaints  in   common.    Celsus,  in 
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speaking  of  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases, distributes  what  he  has  to 
say  under  three  divisions,  the  same 
as  are  this  day  employed,  accord- 
ing as  the  treatment  is  to  be  ac- 
complished by  dietetical,  pharma- 
ceutical, or  chirurgical  means. 
But  the  idea  of  splitting  medicine 
into  two  parts,  and  learning  the 
practice  separately,  seems  never 
to  have  been  entertained  by  this 
writer,  nor  any  other  great  author 
whose  name  is  still  regarded  as 
authority. 

In  the  long  night  of  barbarous 
ignorance  which  intervened  be- 
tweeen  the  downfall  of  the  Roman 
empire  and  the  revival  of  learning 
in  the  West,  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases was  preserved  by  the  eccle- 
siastics. The  exercise  of  medicine 
harmonized  well  with  the  more 
immediate  object  of  their  calling. 
But  when  the  Council  of  Tours 
had  declared, — ecclesias  ahhorret  a 
sanguine^ — that  the  church  was 
defiled  by  blood,  the  priests  and 
monks  could  no  longer  use  any  of 
those  means  that  involved  the  loss 
of  blood,  and  the  practice  was 
taken  up  by  infidels  and  itinerants. 
In  the  course  of  time,  surgery, 
which  then  consisted  merely  of 
bleeding  and  tooth-drawing,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  a  few  persons 
who  practised  these  in  conjunction 
with  the  trade  of  the  barber,  and 
which  ultimately  led  to  the  incor- 
poration of  the  barbers  and  surgeons 
into  a  comjjany.  This  separation 
of  surgery  from  that  medical  know- 
ledge which  is  an  indispensable 
guide  to  its  proper  application,  and 
its  union  with  the  art  of  the  barber, 
long  survived  the  circumstances 
that  gave  rise  to  it.  It  continued 
in  this  country  till  the  middle  of 
the  last  century,  when  it  was  dis- 
solved in  the  reign  of  George  11. 
The  combination  of  the  two  branch- 


es still  remains  in  many  parts  of 
Europe. 

In  order  to  determine  whether 
there  is  any  real  ground  of  distinc- 
tion between  physic  and  surgery, 
it  is  necessary  to  advert  to  the  ge- 
neral practice  of  both.  The  indi- 
vidual organs  which  make  up  the 
human  body,  although  various  in 
their  structure  and  office,  are  all 
intimately  connected  with  and  de- 
pendent upon  each  other.  They 
are  subordinate  parts  of  one  great 
machine,  and  all  concur  in  one 
common  object, — the  life  of  the 
individual.  All  the  leading  ar- 
rangements are  calculated  to  give 
a  character  of  unity  to  the  organic 
and  living  actions  of  the  body. 
There  is  one  source  of  nutrition  of 
the  whole  frame  ;  there  is  one  cen- 
tre of  circulation  ;  there  is  a  com- 
mon place  of  union  of  all  senses 
and  volition, — a  common  centre  of 
nervous  energy.  The  various  or- 
gans are  not  only  intimately  con- 
iiected,  but  act  on  each  other  by  a 
mysterious,  or  at  least  hitherto 
unexplained  cause,  which  is  deno- 
minated sympathy.  Every  part 
composing  our  frame  acts  depend- 
ently  ;  all  the  parts  are  immediate- 
ly or  remotely  connected  ;  and 
hence  you  could  form  no  adequate 
idea  of  the  sympathies  of  the  organs, 
if  you  insulated  them  from  the  rest, 
any  more  than  you  could  estimate 
the  use  and  action  of  a  single  v^  heel 
or  lever  detached  from  a  w'atch  or 
steam  engine.  As  a  united  machine, 
though  complicated,  is  essential  to 
accomplish  the  end  for  which  it 
is  formed,  so  living  actions,  although 
numerous  and  intricate,  form  an 
indivisible  whole.  Hence  there 
is  one  anatomy  and  one  physiology, 
and  there  can  be  only  one  patholo- 
gy. If  you  wish  to  understand  any 
part,  you  must  not  only  examine 
the  part  itself,  but  must  survey 
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the  whole.  In  the  same  way,  if 
you  wish  to  investigate  disease, 
you  must  observe  not  only  the  local 
afTection,  but  the  influence  that 
other  parts  may  exert  over  the 
seat  of  the  complaint. 

It  must  be  the  first  business  of 
the  medical  student  to  examine  the 
structure  and  livinj;  actions  of  the 
frame  ;  that  is,  to  study  man  in  a 
state  of  health.  These  are  the 
objects  of  the  two  sciences,  which 
are  denominated  Anatomy  and 
Physiology.  He  then  proceeds  to 
observation.  He  notices  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  disease 
arises  ;  he  watches  its  progress, 
and  its  fatal  termination  ;  he  ex- 
plores the  organic  changes  it  pro- 
duces after  death  ;  and  learning  to 
connect  these  with  the  appropriate 
external  signs  by  which  the  disease 
is  accompanied,  and  deriving  from 
these  comparisons  the  means  of 
ascertaining  the  exact  seat  of  the 
disease,  he  is  able  to  foretel  its 
fatal  termination.  This  forms  the 
subject  of  two  other  branches, 
which  are  distinguished  by  the 
names  of  Morbid  Anatomy  and 
Pathology.  Morbid  anatomy  is 
opposed  to  anatomy  ;  pathology  is 
opposed  to  physiology.  Anatomy 
regards  the  healthy  structure  ; 
morbid  anatomy  the  diseased  one. 
Pathology  regards  the  diseased 
functions  ;  physiology  those  that 
are  healthy.  The  student  is  now 
prepared  to  apply  the  external 
influences,  such  as  diet,  climate, 
exercise,  the  outward  or  inward 
remedies,  or  the  surgical  opera- 
tions which  may  be  necessary  for 
the  removal  of  disease,  and  the 
restoration  of  health.  The  real 
question  relative  to  the  distinction 
between  physic  and  surgery,  then, 
comes  to  this  :  after  treating  dis- 
ease generally,  in  the  way  just 
mentioned,  can  you  discover  any 


portion  of  it  insulated  from  the 
rest  ?  Can  you  find  out  any  divi- 
sion that  can  be  undertaken  with- 
out a  reference  to  other  parts  ? 
Can  you  divide  the  subject  of 
disease  into  two  classes  that  may 
be  treated  in  a  difl'erent  manner  ? 
Certainly  not.  The  structure 
and  functions  are  universally  con- 
nected ;  no  part  is  independent. 
The  causes  that  constitute  dis- 
ease are  often  to  be  found,  not  in 
the  part  itself,  but  in  a  remote 
portion  of  the  frame  ;  the  means 
of  cure  are  seldom  to  be  applied 
actually  to  the  part  diseased  :  for 
instance,  if  a  person  has  a  gouty 
inflammation  of  the  toe,  no  cause 
of  disease  can  be  ascribed  to  the 
part  itself ;  but  if  you  examine 
the  state  of  the  individual,  you 
will  find  a  full  and  strong  pulse, 
and  other  marks  indicating  a  ful- 
ness of  habit,  or  plethora,  as  it  is 
called  ;  the  tongue  will  indicate  a 
disorder  in  the  digestive  organs, 
and  your  treatment  must  consist 
in  adopting  the  means  necessary 
to  remove  the  fulness  of  habit, 
and  to  correct  the  digestive  or- 
gans, and  the  patient  goes  on  well 
without  any  application  to  the  toe. 
Another  person  may  have  a  para- 
lytic aff'ection  of  his  finger,  and 
you  can  discern  no  cause  for  it  in 
the  part  itself;  you  will  find  eve- 
rything in  the  paralyzed  member 
perfect  as  to  structure  ;  but,  on 
examination,  you  find  disease  ex- 
isting in  the  head  ;  you  take  the 
means  of  allaying  that  disease, 
and  then  the  paralyzed  parts  re- 
cover the  power  of  motion.  In 
many  cases,  disease  originating  in 
one  part,  aff'ects  a  great  many 
other  organs  of  the  body  ;  and 
very  often  the  secondary  disease 
thus  produced,  attracts  more  at- 
tention than  the  original  complaint 
itself.    A  person  has  an  afl'ection 
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of  the  head,  which  may  be  pro- 
duced by  various  causes,  and 
within  a  short  time  the  circulat- 
ing system,  the  digestive  organs, 
and  the  secretions,  become  de- 
ranged, and  he  is  in  a  state  of 
continued  fever  ; — another  indi- 
vidual receives  an  injury, — in- 
flammation is  set  up  in  the  part, 
and  in  a  short  time  the  same  feb- 
rile disturbance  arises.  The 
patient  has  a  sympathetic  fever 
in  both  cases,  and  the  latter  dis- 
ease seems  of  more  consequence 
than  the  former.  Again,  although 
individual  organs  are  numerous, 
the  components  of  organic  struc- 
ture in  the  body  are  few  ;  the 
different  proportions  in  which  they 
enter  into  the  composition  of  parts, 
is  what  makes  the  difference,  just 
as  the  combination  of  a  few  letters 
give  the  infinite  variety  of  words. 
When  you  have  arranged  and  di- 
vided the  causes  of  disease  into 
two  halves,  you  may  give  those 
different  names,  and  require  that 
they  should  be  practised  by  dif- 
ferent individuals,  but  the  two 
divisions  that  you  establish  will 
be  like  each  other,  and  the  cause 
and  the  treatment  of  disease  will 
in  both  cases  be  exactly  similar. 
If  you  will  insist  on  a  distinction, 
it  must  be  arbitrary.  Then  you 
can  establish  it  clearly.  You 
may  divide  diseases  into  those  of 
the  right  side  and  of  the  left,  or 
into  those  of  the  upper  and  lower 
halves  of  the  body. 

To  assert  that  surgery  and 
physic  are  essentially  distinct, 
would  be  to  say  that  there  are 
two  descriptions  of  pathology, — 
that  the  external  and  internal 
parts  of  the  body  were  to  be 
treated  on  different  and  distinct 
principles.  When  you  reflect 
that  the  primary  tissues  compos- 
ing the  various  organs  of  the  body 


are  the  same  throughout,  and  that 
the  difference  consists  solely  in 
the  number  and  proportions  of 
those  tissues,  you  will  see  tha^ 
the  various  parts  of  the  body  can 
not  alter  the  nature  of  the  disease, 
though  perhaps  there  may  be  a 
difference  in  the  mode  of  its  treat- 
ment ; — the  way  in  which  it  is  to 
be  carried  into  force  may  be  \ia- 
ried,  because  local  applications 
may  be  made  to  the  external 
parts  which  cannot  be  done  to 
those  that  are  internal.  We 
treat  the  disease  in  the  same 
manner,  whether  it  is  in  the  eye, 
the  breast,  the  testicle,  the  heart, 
the  lungs,  or  the  liver.  The 
principles  of  pathology,  therefore, 
are  general  ;  they  are  the  same 
in  all  parts  of  the  body  ;  and  they 
must  be  comtiion  to  the  physician 
and  the  surgeon.  Hence  we  may 
say,  as  Mr.  Abernethy  has  most 
justly  done,  that  surgery  and  phy- 
sic, considered  as  objects  of  sci- 
entific information,  are  one  and 
indivisible.  Vv^e  may  with  great 
propriety  affirm,  that  no  single 
branch  of  medicine  can  be  acquir- 
ed except  by  those  who  have  stu- 
died the  structure  of  the  whole 
frame. 

By  those  who  are  inclined  to 
defend  existing  distinctions,  va- 
rious views  have  been  taken  as 
to  the  ground  on  which  they  ought 
to  rest  :  for  example,  external 
diseases  have  been  referred  to 
the  surgeon  ;  those  that  are  in- 
ternal to  the  physician.  But, 
unfortunately  for  this  distinction, 
nature  has  connected  the  outside 
and  the  inside  of  the  body  so  close- 
ly, that  it  is  impossible  to  say 
where  the  one  terminates  and  the 
other  begins.  If  we  were  to 
adopt  this  distinction,  we  should 
consider  how  far  the  exterior  of 
the  frame  extends,  and  how  far 
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the 'province  of  the  surgeon  is  to 
go  ;  whether  it  is  to  extend  half 
an  inch  into  the  body,  or  an  inch  ? 
What  is  the  boundary  of  the  in- 
ternal cavities  and  of  the  external 
outlets  :  for  example,  those  lined 
with  mucous  meuibrane  ?  The 
distribution  of  disease  between 
the  physician  and  surgeon  seems 
to  be  absurd.  The  surgeon  is 
allowed  to  take  care  of  the  dis- 
eases of  the  mouth  :  where,  then, 
is  he  to  stop  ?  .  Inflammation  of 
the  throat,  arising  from  syphilis, 
is  referred  to  the  surgeon, — ca- 
tarrhal inflammation  to  the  physi- 
cian ; — polypus  of  the  nose  is  as- 
signed to  the  surgeon, — a  coryza 
of  the  same  part  is  entrusted  to 
the  care  of  the  physician.  The 
diseases  of  the  bones  and  of  the 
joints  have  been  considered  a  part 
of  surgery,  and  yet  they  are  hard- 
ly to  be  called  external  parts. 
In  hernia  and  aneurism  there  is 
an  external  tumor,  but  they  are 
produced  by  the  diseases  of  parts 
that  are  quite  internal.  When 
we  come  to  consider  the  cause 
and  nature  of  disease,  the  ab- 
surdity of  the  distinction  becomes 
more  apparent,  and  the  indispen- 
sable connexion  between  particu- 
lar parts  of  the  frame  more  obvi- 
ous. External  diseases  are  often 
produced  by  internal  causes,  as 
erysipelas,  nettle-rash,  gout,  &c.; 
and  on  the  other  hand,  external 
agents  produce  inward  disease, 
as  in  rheumatic  inflaaimations  and 
catarrhal  aff"ections,  from  expos- 
ure to  cold.  The  eye,  consider- 
ed as  an  external  part,  has  been 
entrusted  to  the  surgeon;  yet  that 
organ  is  the  most  coaiplicated  in 
the  body,  and  is  subject  to  so  great 
a  number  of  diseases,  that  it  re- 
quires a  greater  knowledge  of 
the  principles  to  be  derived  from 
general  pathology  and  therapeu- 


tics, than  any  other  part.  The 
eye,  together   with    its  appen- 
dages, not  only  contains  mucous, 
serous,    fibrous,    and  glandular 
structures, — parts  peculiarly  lia- 
ble to  disease, — but   it  sufl'ers 
from  gout,  rheumatism,  smallpox, 
scarlet  fever,  and  measles  :  it  is 
afl'ected  by  scrofulous  and  syphi- 
litic  inflammation ;   by  cancer, 
fungous  hagmatodes,  and  melano- 
sis.   If,  then,  an  organ  so  complex 
in  its  structure,  and  subject  to 
such  numerous  diseases,  as  the 
eye,  can  be  safely  entrusted  to 
the  care  of  a  surgeon,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  why  any  distinction 
should  be  made,  so  far  as  disease 
goes,  between  surgery  and  physic. 
It  is  vain  to  establish  distinct  pro- 
fessorships for  external  and  inter- 
nal pathology,  that  surgery  and 
physic  should  be  taught  by  distinct 
lecturers,  and  in  separate  courses 
of  instruction.    Neither  lecturers 
nor  authors  can  make  the  distinc- 
tion, and  thus  we  And  the  same 
diseases  are  often  considered  by 
both ;  they  are  treated  on  the 
same  general  principles,  and  re- 
garded  in    the    same  manner. 
Again,  local  diseases  have  been 
given  to  surgeons,  and  general 
ones  to  the  physician.    It  really 
may  be  a  matter  of  question, 
whether  there  be  any  local  or 
general  diseases,  in   the  strict 
sense  of  the  terms.    When  an 
organ  of  little  consequence  in  the 
animal  economy  is  slightly  dis- 
eased, no  sensible  effect  may  be 
produced  beyond  the  part  itself; 
but  when  an  important  organ  is 
considerably  affected,  then  a  great 
number  of  other  parts  feel  its  in- 
fluence :  hence  arise  general  or 
constitutional  diseases.    Even  in 
fevers,  we  can  trace  the  general 
affection  to  some  partTcular  organ; 
and  the  existence  of  fever  as  a 
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general  disease,  independent  of 
primary  local  mischief,  may  be 
made  a  matter  of  doubt.  Thus, 
the  distinction  of  general  and  local 
disease  consists  in  degree,  and  not 
in  kind  ; — it  is  a  question  of  more 
or  less.  If  you  were  to  arrange 
diseases  in  one  column,  beginning 
at  the  most  local,  and  ending  at 
the  most  general,  you  would  find 
them  passing  insensibly  into  each 
other,  without  any  marked  sepa- 
ration. 

It  has  been  recommended  that 
Surgery  should  be  confined  to 
cases  that  require  manual  pro- 
ceedings, or  operations  of  som^ 
kind.  This  notion  seems  to  be 
just  worthy  of  that  ignorance  to 
which  the  unnatural  separation 
owed  its  origin,  and  of  the  dark 
period  in  which  it  occurred. 

According  to  such  views,  the 
distinction  would  depend  not  on 
the  difference  in  the  treatment  of 
diseases,  but  on  the  accidental 
and  often-varying  circumstances 
of  the  mode  by  which  the  object 
is  to  be  accomplished.  What 
shall  we  do  with  the  numerous 
cases,  such  as  affections  of  the 
head,  gout  and  rheumatism,  in 
which  changes  of  diet  and  internal 
treatment  are  necessary,  in  con- 
junction with  the  manual  proceed- 
ings of  bleeding,  cupping  and 
leeching  ?  What  shall  we  do 
with  the  numerous  cases,  such  as 
hernia,  retention  of  urine,  &c., 
which,  after  various  internal  re- 
medies, are  often  followed  by 
surgical  operation  ?  In  many 
cases,  it  is  a  question  of  degree, 
whether  internal  remedies  only 
shall  be  employed,  or  surgical 
operation  shall  be  added.  If  it  is 
meant  to  confine  surgery  to  ope- 
rations or  manual  proceedings, 
and  to  a  merely  mechanical  de- 
partment of  the  profession,  I  for 


one  must  enter  my  strongest  pro- 
test against  such  an  arrangement. 
I  should  really  feel  myself  de- 
graded by  exercising  this  kind  of 
barber  surgery.  If  this  arrange- 
ment were  carried  into  effect, 
it  would  not  be  necessary  to  study 
scientific  principles.  We  might 
spare  ourselves  the  toil  and  trou- 
ble of  learning  anatomy,  physiolo- 
gy and  pathology,  altogether  ;  we 
might  be  contented  to  resign  our 
profession  into  the  hands  of  bar- 
bers, its  original  founders. 

Historically  speaking,  we  can- 
not deny  that  surgery  originally 
consisted  of  this  mechanical  and 
subordinate  part  of  the  profession, 
which  was  practised  by  the  per- 
mission, and  under  the  sanction, 
of  physicians.  But  surgeons  have 
long  since  emancipated  them- 
selves from  this  bondage,  and 
surely  they  will  not  again  submit 
to  such  degrading  trammels. 
They  have  cultivated,  with  ardor 
and  success,  the  scientific  depart- 
ment of  the  art ;  they  can  appeal 
to  the  great  progress  which  sur- 
gery has  made  since  the  middle 
of  the  last  century,  and  to  the 
present  state  of  its  progression. 
The  good  opinion  of  the  public 
which  they  have  secured,  is  not 
inferior  to  that  of  other  scientific 
men.  They  can  point,  in  the  an- 
nals of  medicine,  to  the  names  of 
men  who  have  been  the  most  sig- 
nal contributors  to  the  advance- 
ment of  medical  science.  Among 
these,  I  would  not  omit  to  mention 
the  name  of  the  illustrious  Pott. 
He  was  equally  distinguished  as 
an  able  practitioner,  and  a  clear 
and  elegant  writer.  1  must,  how- 
ever, confess  that  he  has  been 
thrown  into  the  shade,  by  the 
transcendant  merits  and  more 
brilliant  talents  of  his  contempo- 
rary and  rival,  John  Hunter.  In 
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contemplating  this  extraordinary 
character,  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
discover  whether  he  surpassed 
others  most  in  his  energy  or  his 
genius.  The  novelty  of  his  views, 
and  the  splendor  ofhis  discoveries, 
excite  our  admiration,  and  we  are 
lost  in  astonishment  when  we  en- 
ter his  museum,  and  view  the 
treasures  there  accumulated. 
We  can  hardly  believe  that  they 
could  have  been  brought  together 
by  one  individual.  To  this  name 
must  be  added  that  of  a  kindred 
spirit,  who  entered  with  ardor 
into  the  path  traced  out  by  his 
great  predecessors,  and  followed 
it  into  new  regions  of  knowledge. 
1  allude  to  the  founder  of  this 
school,  Mr.  Abernethy,  (cheers). 
Fellow  laborers  have  not  been 
wanting  in  France,  Germany  and 
Italy.  It  will  be  enough  for  me 
to  allude  to  the  names  of  J.  L. 
Petit  and  Desault  ;  to  Richter, 
Bichat  and  Scarpa.  The  two 
latter  have  been  among  the  most 
distinguished  writers  of  modern 
times. 

The  attempt  to  reduce  surgery 
to  its  former  limits,  to  bring  it 
back  to  the  art  of  bandaging, 
bleeding,  tooth-drawing,  and  so 
on,  which  constituted  almost  its 
entire  encyclopaedia  in  the  venera- 
ble times  of  barber-surgery,  if  it 
could  be  effected,  would  be  no 
less  injurious  to  the  profession 
than  to  the  public.  The  proposal 
now  comes  a  century  too  late. 
In  those  cases  in  w^hich  local  in- 
jury or  c|isease  exists  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  more  or  less  general 
derangement,  as  in  compound 
fracture  with  fever,  in  erysipelas, 
and  in  strangulated  hernia,  the 
patient  requires  to  be  attended 
by  a  person  who  thoroughly  un- 
derstands the  case  in  all  its  bear- 
ings. The  surgeon  who  only  knows 


the  local,  and  the  physician  who 
understands  only  the  general 
treatment  of  cases,  are  but  half 
informed,  and  surely  deserve  less 
confidence  than  one  who  under- 
stands both.  The  confidence 
which  ignorant  persons  are  in- 
clined to  repose  in  what  they  call 
a  combination  of  talent,  is  falla- 
cious, if  it  consists  of  a  surgeon 
who  knows  nothing  of  general,  and 
a  physician  who  knows  nothing  of 
local  management :  this  is  not  a 
case,  like  that  of  grammar,  where 
two  negatives  make  an  affirma- 
tive. 

Let  me  take  this  opportunity  of 
mentioning  to  you,  that  the  mere 
performance  of  an  operation  is 
often  the  least  part  of  a  surgeon's 
duty,  even  in  cases  that  require 
it.  To  judge  whether  or  not  the 
disease  admits  of  cure  by  other 
means,  to  perceive  when  an  ope- 
ration becomes  advisable,  to  de- 
termine when  it  is  necessary,  to 
prepare  the  patient  judiciously 
for  its  performance  beforehand, 
and  to  manage  the  case  well  af- 
terwards, are  points  of  superior 
importance. 

Do  not  let  it  be  supposed  that 
I  speak  lightly  of  operations  ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  necessary  for 
you  to  study  carefully  each  part 
of  your  duty  ;  but  I  wish  to  cau- 
tion you  against  attaching  too 
much  importance  to  the  branch 
of  surgery  that  you  will  most  sel- 
dom be  called  upon  to  exercise. 
It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose 
that  a  surgeon  is  always  employed 
in  operating,  however  extensive 
.his  practice.  It  is  the  boast  of 
modern  surgery  to  have  diminish- 
ed the  number  of  operations.  I 
speak  within  limits  when  I  assert 
that  there  are  not  so  many  opera- 
tions performed  now,  by  one-half 
or  two-thirds,  as  when  I  first  be- 
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gan  to  study  the  profession.  This 
important  difference  to  which  I 
allude,  has  arisen  from  the  im- 
proved knowledge  of  the  nature 
and  treatment  of  disease.  Thus, 
whatever  view  of  the  subject  we 
take,  the  same  conclusion  forces 
itself  on  our  minds  ;  viz.,  that 
there  is  no  natural  distinction  be- 
tween physic  and  surgery  :  they 
are  inseparably-connected  parts 


of  one  science  and  art, — the  prac- 
tical principle  of  both  having  the 
same  foundation,  the  different 
branches  must  employ  the  same 
means,  because  they  have  the 
same  purpose  to  accomplish. 
Thus  the  great  distinction  turns 
out  at  last  to  be  purely  artificial, 
— to  be  founded  on  no  fixed  prin- 
ciple,— to  be  dependent  on  no- 
thing but  custom. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


MARSH  MIASMA.  usual  in  such  places  to  spring  up  be- 

In  a  paper  on  the  autumnal  fever  of  for®       commencement  of  the  sickly 

Georgia,  published  in  the  Western  season. 

Journal,  Dr.  J.  C.  Finley,  of  that  ^         continuance  of  warm  wea- 

state,  has  presented  the  result  of  his  ^^er  is  necessary,  to  give  the  exhala- 

experience,  during  four  years,  in  re-  tions  of  marshes  sufficient  activity  to 

gard  to  the  mode  of  production  of  produce  disease.     "  Hot  and  dry 

febrile  miasm.     Dr.  Finley   is  of  summers,"  says  Dr.  F.,  "are  uni- 

opinion  that  too  much  stress   has  formly  healthy.    Marshes,  when  per- 

been  laid  on  the  decay  of  vegetable  fictli/  dry,  are  comparatively  inno- 

matter,  as  a  cause  of  disease  in  the  Those  seasons  are  most  un- 

clearing  of  new  countries  ;  while  the  f^ivorable  to  health  which  are  distin- 

predisposing   causes,   such    as   the  g^ished  by  warm  winds  and  a  humid 

change  of  climate  and  habits,  the  atmosphere. 

unwholesome   food   and   exposure,  It  is  a  familiar  fact  in  regard  to 

and  the  mental  depression,  which  intermittent  fever,  that  it  will  outlast, 

affect  the  settlers  in  a  new  region,  by  many  months,  or  even  years,  the 

have  been  too    much   overlooked,  causes  which  produce  it,  and  follow 

The  impression  in  regard  to   the  its  subject  into  climes  far  remote 

noxtous  qualities  of  marshes,   has  from  the  place  of  its  origin.    A  more 

also,  in  Dr.  F.'s  opinion,  been  much  remarkable  fact  is,  that  the  seeds  of 

too  vague  and  general.    A  marsh,  this  disease,  sown  during  the  summer 

when  covered  with  sufficient  vegeta-  and  autumn,  will    sometimes  take 

lion  to  screen  it  from  the  influence  effect  only  in  the  succeeding  season, 

of  the  sun,  is  comparatively  innocent,  having  lain  dormant  in  the  system 

Situations  in  the  neighborhood  of  during  several  months,  and  being 

millponds,  which    have    previously  called  into  action  by  some  very  slight 

been  the  haunts  of  fever,  become  occasional  cause.  This  predisposition, 

healthy  if  the  pond  is  drawn  off  early  however, ceases  after  a  few  months, — 

enough  to  allow  the  rank  vegetation  rcrwaZ  intermittents  rarely  appearing, 
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except  in  those  who  have  suffered 
from  the  disease  during  the  preced- 
ing fall. 

It  is  further  remarked  by  Dr.  F., 
that  trees  or  the  brow  of  a  hill  form 
an  effectual  obstacle  to  the  diffusion 
of  fever.  Many  planters  secure  to 
themselves  an  immunity  from  attack, 
by  simply  leaving  a  certain  extent  of 
uncleared  land  around  their  houses. 
Elevated  spots  near  marshes  are  in- 
secure, though  generally  thought 
safe,  and  those  who  select  them  un- 
der this  impression,  are  almost  always 
disappointed.  The  town  of  Milledge- 
ville,  Geo.,  is  mentioned  in  proof  of 
both  these  positions.  The  town 
stands  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Oco- 
nee, about  half  a  mile  from  the  river, 
upon  two  elevated  ridges  of  land, 
running  nearly  parallel  with  each 
other.  The  streets  on  the  brow  of 
the  hill,  next  the  river,  are  prover- 
bially unhealthy,  while  the  remainder 
of  the  town  is  very  much  the  reverse. 

The  views  taken  of  this  subject 
by  Dr.  Finley,  coming  as  they  do 
with  the  sanction  of  much  experience 
and  extensive  observation,  and  being 
evidently  uninfluenced  by  any  pre- 
conceived theory,  are  certainly  wor- 
thy of  much  consideration.  In  re- 
gard to  the  main  points,  they  per- 
fectly coincide  with  those  adopted 
by  Mr.  xM'Culioch,  and  othsr  distin- 
guished observers  abroad  ;  and  con- 
tribute together  with  them  to  furnish 
distinct  and  accurate  information  on 
this  interesting  topic  of  medical 
inquiry. 

TRACHEOTOMY. 

An  interesting  case  in  which  this 
operation  was  performed,  and  which 


occurred  to  Mr.  Charles  Bell,  is  re- 
lated in  a  late  No.  of  the  London 
Medical  Gazette.  The  patient,  a 
child  nine  years  old,  was  startled 
while  in  the  act  of  eating  a  plum, 
and  the  stone  slipped  into  the  tra- 
chea. The  opening  was  made  be- 
tween the  thyroid  and  cricoid  carti- 
lages. After  eluding  several  atten)pts 
made  by  the  surgeon,  the  foreign 
body  was  at  length  found  in  the 
trachea,  and  extracted.  The  wound 
did  well. 

It  has  repeatedly  been  remarked, 
that  where  tracheotomy  was  per- 
formed, and  the  substance  lay  too 
deep  to  be  extracted,  or  could  not 
be  reached,  it  has  afterwards  been 
expelled  at  the  orifice  by  coughing. 
In  order  to  determine  the  probability 
of  this  occurrence  by  a  large  number 
of  cases,  a  series  of  experiments  was 
not  long  since  performed  in  France, 
the  result  of  which  was  somewhat 
remarkable.  The  trachea  was  suc- 
cessively divided  in  ten  dogs,  after 
various  substances  had  been  intro- 
duced to  a  greater  or  less  distance 
below  the  glottis  ;  and  in  all  of  these 
the  body  was  cast  out  the  moment 
the  incision  was  made.  These  ex- 
periments were  performed  to  remove 
the  impression  of  the  uncertainty  at- 
tending the  operation,  and  they  fur- 
nish a  strong  argument  in  favor  of 
its  immediate  performance  in  those 
cases  in  which  the  existence  of  a 
foreign  body  in  the  trachea  has  been 
clearly  ascertained. 


INTESTINAL  OBSTRUCTION. 

A  CASE  of  obstinate  constipation  is 
mentioned  in  the  Edinburgh  Journal 
for  October,  which,  after  resisting 
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the  usual  treatment  by  cathartics, 
injections,  &c.,  at  length  yielded  to 
simple  mechanical  means.  A  flexi- 
h\e  tube,  connected  with  a  syringe, 
liad  been  introduced  into  the  rectum, 
for  the  purpose  of  dilating  the  intes- 
tine with  warm  water.  When  this 
means  failed,  the  tube  was  passed 
higher  up  into  the  organ,  until,  at 
the  distance  of  ten  inches  from  the 
orifice,  it  encountered  an  obstruction. 
The  obstacle  was  overcome  with 
some  difficulty,  and  the  tube  having 
passed  through  it,  a  discharge  of  li- 
quid feces  immediately  took  place, 
to  the  great  relief  of  the  patient.  It 
was  ascertained  by  the  appearance 
of  the  tube,  that  the  barrier  had  been 
formed  by  indurated  and  scybalous 
feces.  The  case  did  well.  The 
operation,  simple  as  it  was,  appears 
to  have  been  original  with  the  prac- 
titioner who  performed  it,  and  cer- 
tainly does  credit  to  his  readiness 
and  ingenuity.  It  seems  that  he  was 
at  the  time  twelve  miles  distant  from 
his  residence,  which  was  in  Kirkwall, 
Scotland,    had  employed    the  few 


medicinal  agents  he  had  with  him 
(laudanum,  ol.  ricioi  and  croton  oil), 
and  was  unable,  at  any  less  distance 
than  that  above  mentioned,  to  pro- 
cure a  new  supply.  This  country 
practice  is  certainly,  what  we  have 
been  said  to  say  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding, an  excellent  sharpener 
of  the  wits. 


RHUS  GLA.BRUM  IN  PTYALISM. 

We  learn,  from  a  paper  in  the  Ame- 
rican Journal,  that  this  article  has 
been  employed  with  great  success  in 
ptyalism  arising  from  the  use  of  mer- 
curials. The  preparation  recom- 
mended is  an  infusion  of  the  inner 
bark  of  the  root,  which  is  to  be  used 
as  a  gargle  and  a  wash  for  the  mouth. 
The  berries,  prepared  in  the  same 
way,  are  already  in  extensive  use  as 
a  refrigerant  in  fevers,  and  a  toj)ical 
application  in  sore  throats.  The 
author  of  the  paper,  Dr.  Fahnestock, 
gives  particular  directions  for  distin- 
guishing this  species  of  Rhus  from 
the  others,  many  of  which  possess 
widely  different  qualities. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  1,  1829. 


TREATMENT  OF  HYDROCEPHALUS. 

A  LATE  English  writer  on  the  dis- 
eases of  women,  &c.  gives  a  very  in- 
teresting chapter  on  a  complaint  of 
children  commonly  attributed  to  con- 
gestion of  the  brain  ; — a  complaint 
apparently  resembling  what  Dr.  Mar- 
shall Hall  has  termed  "  a  morbid 
affection  of  Infancy,  arising  from  ex- 
haustion, but  resembling  Hydroce- 
phalus."    I'he  writer  referred  to 


gives  the  result  of  several  dissections 
which  throw  much  light  on  the  treat- 
ment of  this  disease.  In  these  cases 
the  children  had  been  kept  for  seve- 
ral days  under  the  influence  of  pur- 
gative medicines  and  leeches,  for  the 
purpose  of  subduing  cerebral  con- 
gestion. He  found,  on  examination, 
the  bloodvessels  of  the  brain  con- 
taining an  extraordinarily  small  quan- 
tity of  the  vital  fluid,  nud  an  abun- 
dance of  serum  in  the  ventricles. 
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The  conclusion  drawn  from  these 
dissections  is  inevitable, — namely, 
"  that  there  may  be  effusion  of  serum 
from  a  state  opposite  to  congestion, 
and  that  the  depletory  treatment, 
which  is  used  so  actively  to  prevent 
it,  may  sometimes  be  the  cause  of  it." 

Dropsy  in  persons  of  all  ages  does 
often  result  from  a  debilitated  state 
of  the  system,  and  effusion  is  known 
often,  perhaps  most  often,  to  occur 
where  no  inflammation,  no  active 
visceral  disease  exists.  In  the  man- 
agement of  children  presenting  symp- 
toms of  hydrocephalus,  this  fact  ought 
at  least  to  be  kept  in  view, — we 
ought  to  remember  that  tonic  treat- 
ment and  country  air  are  far  more 
applicable  to  many  such  cases  than 
bleeding  and  purging,  which  are  too 
often  resorted  to  as  matter  of  course. 


UNITED  CHILDREN. 

Scarcely  a  journal  reaches  us  but 
contains  some  case  or  cases  of  foetal 
monstrosity.  From  the  great  rapi- 
dity with  which  such  unhappy  occur- 
rences are  accumulating  on  the  re- 
cords of  the  profession,  we  should  be 
inclined  to  believe  we  live  in  an  age 
of  wonders.  The  whole  truth,  how- 
ever, appears  to  be,  not  that  the  idea 
of  one  such  monster  in  the  mind  of 
the  female  enceinte^  is  the  occasion 
of  others,  but  that  the  contagion  is 
in  the  publication  of  these  cases. 
Many  which  are  but  just  brought 
before  our  notice,  occurred  years 
ago,  and  in  the  truth  of  tlieir^'wisdom, 
the  medical  attendants  have  thought 
it  best  to  let  the  unfortunate  events 
pass  by  in  silence, — a  mode  of  dis- 
posing of  them  in  which  they  have 
doubtless  found  a  most  cordial  aid 


in  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the  pa- 
rents. 

The  arrival  and  public  exhibition 
of  the  Siamese  brothers,  has  been 
matter  of  such  general  remark,  that 
the  dread  of  such  subjects  has  been 
in  a  great  measure  done  away,  and 
almost  every  practitioner  who  finds 
a  parallel  case  in  his  note  book  or 
in  his  memory,  thinks  that  this  is  the 
time  to  lay  it  before  the  profession. 
By  comparing  the  dates  of  the  in- 
stances lately  published,  we  believe  it 
will  be  found  that  no  one  year  has 
been  greatly  more  productive  of  such 
monsters  than  any  other,  and  that 
the  explanation  above  given  is  cor- 
rect. The  following  letter,  address- 
ed to  Mr.  Charles  Bell,  and  publish- 
ed in  the  London  Medical  Gazette, 
justifies  this  view  of  the  subject. 

My  Dear  Sir, — A  recent  excur- 
sion to  Switzerland  gave  me  occasion 
to  see,  on  the  1st  of  August  last,  at 
Geneva,  a  remarkable  example  of  a 
living  lusus  naturcB^  or  monstrosity 
in  the  human  frame;  namely,  twin 
infants  furnished  with  two  heads, 
two  necks,  and  four  arms,  but  graft- 
ed or  united  side  to  side,  so  as  to 
form  only  one  female  body,  termi- 
nating in  two  legs,  or  inferior  extre- 
mities, of  usual  shape.  This  pheno- 
menon presents  nothing  disgusting  to 
the  beholder  :  on  the  contrary,  the 
intelligence  which  already  begins  to 
develope  itself  in  the  heads,  makes 
it  an  object  of  great  interest.  I  had 
not  the  oj)portunity  of  a  very  minute 
personal  examination,  in  consequence 
of  only  seeing  it  at  the  hour  of  its 
daily  exhibition  to  the  public  ;  but 
n)y  observation  veiified  the  accuracy 
of  the  subjoined  description,  by 
Mons.  F.  Mayor,  which  was  publish- 
ed in  the  Journal  de  Geneve  of  the 
30ih  of  July  :— 

Marie-Terese  Parodi,  32  years  of 
age,  the  mother  of  several  perfect 
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children,  gave  birth,  on  the  12th  of 
March  of  the  present  year,  to  a  dou- 
ble child,  now  ]40  days  old.  The 
one  to  the  left  was  baptized  by  the 
nanfie  of  Christina,  the  other  by  that 
of  Harriet. 

At  the  first  glance  it  is  perceived 
that  the  twin  infants  have  become 
grafted  together ;  however,  when 
they  are  regarded  before,  the  lower 
parts  of  the  body  appear  simple  from 
the  stomach  downwards,  while  the 
chest  is  divided  at  its  upper  part,  at 
least  on  one  side  of  the  trunk.  A 
more  attentive  examination  speedily 
enables  us  to  recognise  the  following 
peculiarities: — Anteriorly,  the  chest 
only  appears  to  form  one  thorax  : 
the  sternum  forms  a  kind  of  gutter 
at  its  inferior  part,  while  above  it 
widens  and  enlarges  very  much,  in 
order  to  give  attachment  to  four 
well-formed  clavicles,  two  of  which 
are  fixed  at  the  external  angles  of 
that  bone,  and  the  other  two  at  the 
middle  of  its  superior  border.  Each 
of  these  four  clavicles  is  directed 
towards  one  of  the  shoulders,  and 
gives  all  the  support  necessary  for 
the  movements  of  the  arms,  of  which 
two  are  placed  between  the  heads. 
The  right  edge  of  the  sternum  ap- 
pears to  give  attachment  to  the  right 
ribs  of  Harriet,  and  the  left  to  the 
corresponding  ribs  of  Christina. 
There  are  four  mammae,  the  two  in 
the  middle  being  snialler  than  those 
which  are  external  to  them,  and  are 
encroached  upon  by  the  armpits  of 
the  middle  set  of  upper  extremities. 
There  is  but  one  umbilicus.  When 
the  examination  is  made  from  behind, 
two  spinal  columns  are  distinctly 
seen,  sufficiently  separated  from  each 
oiher  at  the  upper  part  of  the  body  ; 
but  they  approximate  towards  the 
sacrums,  of  which  there  are  two, 
united  by  the  left  edge  of  the  one 
and  right  of  the  other,  in  such  man- 
ner, however,  that  the  ossa  cocygis 
are  quite  distinct.  From  each  ver- 
tebral column  there  arise  ribs,  which 
are  directed  towards  each  other:  the 
four  or  five  first  run  to  the  anterior 


sternum  ;  but  the  rest  are  united  to 
those  of  the  neighboring  body,  at 
least  by  their  external  surface,  and 
appear  only  to  form  one  circle  with 
those  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  trunk. 
Thus,  then,  the  thoraces  are  really 
separated  externally  throughout  their 
upper  third,  and  probably  entirely 
so  within  :  the  posterior  ribs  of  this 
double  trunk  participate  in  the 
movements  of  respiration  in  the 
same  way  as  those  of  the  anterior 
part.  The  beating  of  the  heart  in 
Christina  is  perceived  at  the  anterior 
and  left  surface  of  the  trunk  ;  the 
beating  of  the  heart  in  Harriet  is 
seen  ai  the  middle  part  of  the  pos- 
terior surface.  Beneath  the  ribs  of 
this  same  side  there  is,  between  the 
two  spinal  columns,  an  abdomen 
twice  as  small  as  that  on  the  anterior 
surface  of  the  trunk.  Harriet  has 
had  from  her  birtli  some  malforma- 
tion of  the  breast,  for  it  is  not  long 
since  the  blueness  with  which  she 
was  affected  began  to  disappear. 
For  souje  days  she  has  had  a  catarrh- 
al afi'ection,  and  her  pulse  was  at  l68 
in  a  minute  ;  while  her  sister  enjoyed 
perfect  health,  the  pulse  not  exceed- 
ing 144  in  the  minute.  Thei-r  breath- 
ing is  not  always  synchronous  ;  how- 
ever, there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
a  communication  exists  between  the 
lobes  of  the  lungs  of  the  two  child- 
ren. The  one  sometimes  sleeps 
while  the  other  is  awake, — sometimes 
sucks  while  the  other  plays,  or  wish- 
es also  to  get  the  breast  ;  but  never 
has  one  an  evacuation  without  the 
other  making  the  same  efforts,  which 
even  wake  her,  if  asleep.  As  they 
grow  older,  other  and  yet  more  in- 
teresting phenomena  v/ill  doubtless 
be  observed. 

Examples  of  this  kind  of  union 
are  happily  but  little  common,  and 
it  is  rarely  that  they  survive  their 
birth.  A  good  many  cases,  indeed, 
are  mentioned  by  authors,  but  most 
of  them  are  apocryphal  ;  some,  how- 
ever, are  well  authenticated  :  such, 
for  example,  as  the  two  Hungarian 
girls,  spoken  of  by  Buifon,  who  were 
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united  by  the  loins,  and  who  lived 
21  years.  Another  case  of  a  siruilar 
kind  occurred  at  Verdun,  in  1709: 
here  also  two  females  were  united, 
and  in  the  same  manner  :  they  were 
then  seven  years  of  ag^e,  and  could 
walk  ;  and  their  intelligence  was  so 
great  that  they  had  acquired  several 
languages.  There  is  also  an  instance 
in  which  two  little  girls  were  united 
from  the  lower  part  of  the  sternum 
to  the  umbilicus.  The  accoucheur 
divided  the  parts  ;  and  thus  separat- 
ed by  an  operation,  the  children  lived. 

In  1495  there  were  born,  near 
Worms,  twins  united  by  the  forehead  : 
they  lived  for  ten  years,  when  one 
died,  and  the  other  was  separated  by 
an  operation  ;  but  it  proved  unavail- 
ing.— In  1525,  a  native  of  Savoy,  30 
years  of  age,  and  of  the  ordinary 
stature,  exhibited  himself.  He  had, 
hanging  from  the  sternum,  a  body 
about  a  foot  in  length,  having  feet 
and  arms,  but  without  motion,  while 
the  head  appeared,  as  it  were,  plant- 
ed in  the  body  of  the  man. — In  1538 
there  was,  in  Bavaria,  a  fenjale  men- 
dicant with  two  heads,  v;ho  was 
driven  from  the  country  lest  the 
pregnant  women  should  give  birth 
to  similar  monsters, — a  fear  as  ima- 
ginary as  the  result  of  it  was  cruel 
and  uncharitable.  Buchanan,  in  his 
History  of  Scotland,  mentions  the 
case  of  a  monster  with  two  heads, 
which  lived  28  years.  The  two 
heads,  having  different  volitions,  of- 
ten quarrelled.  They  both  felt 
wounds  of  the  lower  part  of  the  body, 
but  those  of  the  upper  part  were 
only  perceptible  to  the  correspond- 
ing head. — In  1552,  a  French  wo- 
man at  Geneva,  was  brought  to  bed 
of  a  monster,  the  heads  of  which 
were  united  by  the  posterior  part, 
and  the  union  extended  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  back.  Gaspard  JMaterier 
took  a  portrait  of  it.  The  monster 
lived  some  hours,  and  is  compared 
to  Janus  by  a  writer  (Lycosthene) 
who  describes  it. 

Before  we  conclude,  we  may  al- 
lude to  the  opinion  which  has  been 


frequently  started  and  recently  re- 
newed, that  such  monsters  ought  to 
be  destroyed  immediately  after  their 
birth.  No  one  can  have  a  right  to 
do  so;  for  since  God  ordains  that 
such  beings  should  come  into  the 
world,  the  laws  owe  them  protection. 
Besides,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
determine  liie  degree  of  imperfection 
at  which  an  infant  would  cease  to 
have  a  right  to  live  ;  for  these  phe- 
nt)mena  are  met  with  from  a  simple 
supernumerary  tip  of  the  ear,  up  to 
the  example  above  mentioned,  of  two 
girls  who  were  successfully  separated 
by  an  operation. 

The  catarrhal  affection,  with  feb« 
rile  excitement,  under  which  the 
twin  named  Harriet  labored  on 
Thursday,  the  2Sth  of  July,  noted 
by  JM.  Mayor,  had  subsided  on  the 
1st  of  August,  and  she  then  had  an 
appearance  as  healthy  and  lively  as 
Christina.  Both  infants  seemed  to 
exercise  some  control  over  the  mo- 
tion of  the  lower  limbs  ;  but  should 
they  live  until  their  mental  faculties 
and  animal  powers  are  further  deve- 
loped, it  will  become  a  matter  of 
curious  inquiry  to  ascertain  in  what 
manner  nervous  influence,  springing 
from  two  distinct  organs  of  sensation 
and  volition,  shall  be  directed  towards 
the  lower  extremities,  so  as  to  effect 
locomotion  in  accordance  with  the 
will  of  each  sensorium  ;  or  whether 
there  shall  be  occasional  contentions 
between  the  heads  for  a  dominating 
power  over  the  legs. 

Although  the  precise  peculiarities 
of  structure  in  the  abdominal  viscera, 
and  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
internal  organs  of  generation  corres- 
pond in  unity  and  simplicity  with 
the  external,  are  points  which  cannot 
be  fully  determined  till  after  death  ; 
yet,  from  the  circumstance  of  each 
infant  taking  food  with  avidity  at 
different  times,  it  may  be  inferred 
that  each  has  its  proper  stomach, 
and  that  the  union  of  the  alimentary 
canal  takes  place  below  that  organ. 

Many  facts  desirable  to  be  ascer- 
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tained  hereafter,  during  the  growth 
of  this  extraordinary  animal  pheno- 
menon, must  arise,  referring  espe- 
cially to  anatomy  and  physiology  ; 
and  as  you  have  been  long  an  emi- 
nent professor  of  these  branches  of 
medical  science,  I  am  induced  to 
address  to  you  this  letter,  in  the 
belief  that  it  may  invite  you  to  gra- 
tify your  own  zeal,  and  to  indulge 
that  of  the  profession,  by  instituting 
farther  inquiries,  from  time  to  time, 
regarding  the  interesting  subject  of  it. 
I  remain,  my  dear  Sir, 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

J.  Borland. 

The  subject  being  open,  many 
questions  present  themselves  to  the 
mind  which  seem  difficult  of  solution. 
The  exact  nature  of  such  connec- 
tions, and  their  precise  effect  on  the 
physical  and  moral  identity  of  the 
individuals  united,  are,  we  appre- 
hend, in  a  fair  way  to  receive  solu- 
tions from  an  actual  observation  of 
phenomena  which  must  occur  in  such 
persons,  in  the  course  of  a  life  so 
beset  with  ills  as  that  they  are  des- 
tined to  live.  To  our  readers,  the  ^ 
effect  of  disease  and  of  death  in  one, 
on  the  health  and  life  of  the  other, 
taken  in  connection  with  the  parts 
united  or  common  to  both,  is  per- 
haps of  all  these  questions  the  most 
interesting  ;  and  the  following  case 
from  a  western  periodical,  seems  not 
to  confirm  the  commonly  received 
opinion  on  this  subject.  For  this 
reason,  and  as  matter  of  record,  we 
have  thought  it  worth  preserving. 
It  was  published  by  the  medical  at- 
tendant, Joshua  Martin,  M.D.,  of 
Zenia,  Ohio. 

On  Monday,  the  31st  of  August, 
1829;  I  witnessed  a  most  extraordi- 
nary lusus  nature,  of  which  I  am 
induced  to  publisfi  a  brief  notice. 

The  wife  of  a  gentleman  of  this 


vicinity  was  delivered,  on  Saturday, 
the  29th  of  August,  at  the  close  of 
the  eighth  month  of  utero- gestation, 
of  two  living  children,  of  ordinary 
size,  who  were  attached  together  by 
a  round  substance,  of  about  three 
inches  diameter,  commencing  at  the 
ensiform  cartilage,  or  lower  end  of 
the  breast  bone,  and  extending  down 
the  abdomen. 

The  superior  part  of  the  attach- 
ment was  hard  and  cartilaginous, 
formed  by  the  ensiform  cartilage  of 
the  one  extending  across  and  uniting 
with  the  other  ;  below,  it  was  soft, 
and  gave  the  sensation,  to  the  touch, 
of  a  membranous  sac,  containing 
part  of  the  abdominal  viscera. 
.  At  the  inferior  part  of  the  con- 
necting medium,  the  skin  was  want- 
ing; and  at  that  point  arose  one  um- 
bilical cord,  which  served  both 
children. 

Anastamosis,  or  union  of  the  su- 
perficial veins  of  the  two  children, 
could  be  distinctly  perceived.  They 
were  both  females,  and  in  every  res- 
pect natural,  except  that  one  had 
two  thumbs  on  the  left  hand.  I  saw 
them  about  forty-eight  hours  after 
their  birth  ;  one  of  them  had  been 
dead  twelve  hours,  and  the  other 
died  in  a  few  hours  afterwards. — 
Far.  Rec.  and  Zenia  Gaz. 


Uminited  Fracture  of  the  Os 
Fe?noris,  cured. — A  boy  was  admit- 
ted into  the  Bath  Hospital,  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Henry  Lyford,  with  a 
fracture  of  the  thigh,  produced  eleven 
months  before,  and  which  had  been 
treated  in  the  usual  way,  but  without 
any  union  having  taken  place.  On 
his  admission,  an  oblique  fracture 
was  evident,  "  rather  above  the  cen- 
tre of  the  femur,  at  which  part  there 
was  a  very  considerable  degree  of 
motion,  so  much  so,  that  the  disunit- 
ed portions  of  bone  could  be  made 
to  form  an  obtuse  angle,  and  that 
without  producing  the  slightest  pain 
or  inconvenience.  The  foot  and  leg 
quite  oedematous,  and  much  everted, 
tlie  limb  one  inch  and  a  quarter 
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shorter  than  the  opposite  extremity, 
and  incapable  of  being  elongated  by 
extension.  There  appeared  to  have 
been  an  unusual  degree  of  constitu- 
tional languor  and  inactivity,  mani- 
fested by  a  very  slow  and  feeble 
pulse,  extreme  coldness  of  the  hands 
and  feet,  pallid  countenance,  dry 
skin,  and  impaired  appetite,  with 
constipated  bowels. — Ordered  a  large 
blister  to  be  applied  on  either  side 
of  the  thigh,  contiguous  to  the  frac- 
ture ;  meat  diet  ;  a  pint  of  pi)rter 
daily;  the  bowels  to  be  kept  open 
by  equal  parts  of  the  mercurial  pill 
and  extract  of  aloes,  and  three 
spoonfuls  of  the  compound  mixture 
of  steel  to  be  taken  three  times  a 
day. 

"  On  the  twelfth  day,  the  blisters 
having  totally  failed  to  produce  any 
effect  in  the  way  of  exciting  ossific 
inflammation,  Mr.  L.  introduced  a 
seton  between  the  end  of  the  bones. 
At  the  expiration  of  two  months 
from  the  time  of  his  admission,  he 
was  discharged  cured." — Lon.  Med. 
and  Surg.  Journal. 

GonorrhcBa  and  Chancre. — We 
iearn  from  a  communication  by  M. 
Gibert,  in  the  Nouvelle  Bibliotheque 
Medicale  for  March  last,  that  M. 
Biett  had  under  his  care  a  man  who 
was  afflicted  with  gonorrhoea,  caused 
by  cohabitirig  with  his  wife  shortly 
after  delivery,  and  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  lochial  discharge. 
The  gonorrhoea  being  suppressed  in 
a  great  part,  an  acute  purulent  oph- 


thalmia supervened.  We  learn  from  • 
the  same  source,  that  there  was,  in 
the  hospital  of  St.  Louis,  a  patient 
with  a  large  ulcer  on  the  internnJ 
surface  of  the  prepuce,  and  at  the 
base  of  the  gland,  caused  by  having- 
coanexion  with  a  woman  a  few  days 
after  her  delivery. 

These  cases  are  conclusive,  as 
showing  the  noii-specific  nature  of 
these  diseases.  We  have  known 
gonorrhoea  several  times  induced  by 
cohabiting  with  a  woman  during  or 
too  soon  after  menstruating ;  and 
chancres,  and  also  gonorrhoea,  pro- 
duced by  the  leucorrhoeal  discharge. 
American  Journ.  of  the  Med.  Sci. 

Case  of  Hydatid  Tumor  simulat- 
ing a  Crural  Hernia. — M.  Pigeotte, 
Physician  of  the  Hotel  Dieu  of 
Troyes,  in  examining  a  female  sub- 
ject, observed  two  tumors,  one  on 
each  side,  resembling  crural  hernia. 
The  one  on  the  right  side  was  re- 
duced by  taxis  :  being  preceded  by 
a  fold  of  intestine,  that  on  the  left 
resisted  all  efforts  at  reduction,  and 
on  dissection  proved  to  be  a  hydatid 
tumor. — If  this  woman  had  been  at- 
tacked with  disorder  of  the  bowels, 
attended  with  symptoms  analogous 
to  those  produced  by  strangulated 
hernia,  she  would  no  doubt  have 
undergone  an  operation. — Nouvelle 
Bibliuth.  Med. 


Notice. — Mr.  Barnet  Peters  is  no 
longer  Agent  for  the  Med.  Journal. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OP  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON,  ENDING  NOVEMBER  21, 


Date.  |Sex 

lAge. 

Disease. 

JSov.  13. 

F. 

5  yrs 

dropsy  in  the  head 

F. 

16 

affection  of  the  head 

F. 

66 

inflammation  in  the  bowels 

44. 

F. 

35 

consumption 

F. 

12  mo 

unknown 

M. 

48  yrs 

consumption 

F. 

9 

chronic  fever 

15. 

F. 

36 

childbed 

M. 

21 

typhous  fever 

M. 

3 

measles 

16. 

M. 

27 

mortification 

M. 

4 

burn 

Date.  |Sex.|Age. 


Disease. 


F. 

3 

dropsy  in  the  head 

M. 

8 

accidental 

17. 

M. 

14  mo 

measles 

M. 

18 

quinsey 

18. 

M. 

62  yrs 

hydrothorax 

F. 

3 

lung  fever 

F. 

22 

childbed 

M. 

4 

measles 

M. 

6  mo 

croup 

19. 

F. 

29  yrs 

consumption 

20. 

F. 

3d 

unknown 

21. 

F. 

21 

dropsy 

Males,  11— Females,  13.    Total,  24. 
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NEW  BOOKS. 

C^RTEP..  &  HENUEE  have  just  pub- 
lished and  for  sale — 
A  Manual  of  Materia  Medica,  and 
Pharmacy,  comprlsino:  a  concise  descrip- 
tion of  the  articles  used  in  medicine  ;  their 
physical  and  chemical  properties,  &c.  <tec. 
By"  H.  M.  Edwards,  M.D.  and  P.  Vasseur, 
M.D.  Translated  from  the  French,  with 
additions,  &c.  by  Joseph  Tongo  and  E. 
Durand. 

Examinations  in  Anatomy,  Physiology, 
Practice  of  Physic,  Surgery,  Chemistry, 
Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  for  the 
use  of  students.  F5y  Robert  Hooper,  M.D. 
from  the  last  I>ondon  edition,  with  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  additional  ques- 
tions, and  an  entire  new  chapter  on  Poi- 
sons. 

The  American  Journal  of  the  Medical 
Sciences,  No.  11,  for  November,  1829. 
Nov.  24. 

CONSOLIDATED  COPAIVA. 

"  ^^^^^''^^^''^  "^^^  given  in  this  form 
\y  without  the  least  inconvenience. 
Neither  communicating  taste,  nor  impart- 
ing odor  to  the  breath,  it  is  also  retained 
without  the  least  disquietude  or  uneasi- 
ness to  the  stomach  ;  and  I  am  informed 
by  Dr.  Rosseau,  that  in  large  doses  it 
does  not  purge." — Phil.  Journal  of  Med. 
Sciences. 

See  an  article  in  this  Journal,  Aug.  ISth. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

An  excellent  lot  of  European  Leeches, 
which  will  be  sold  at  a  reasonable  price, 
or  applied,  in  any  part  of  Boston  or  in  the 
vicinity. 

For  sale  by  NATHAN  JARVIS,  188 
Washington  Street,  where  Physicians  will 
find  medicines  at  as  reasonable  terms  as 
at  any  place  in  Boston. 

Aug.  25.  eoptf. 

MORBID  ANATOMY. 

CARTER  Sz  HENDEE  have  just  re- 
ceived,— The  Morbid  Anatomy  of 
the  Stomach,  Bowels  and  Liver  ;  illus- 
trated by  a  Series  of  Plates  from  Drawings 
after  Nature,  with  explanatory  letter 
press,  and  a  Summary  of  the  Symptoms 
of  the  Acute  and  Chronic  Affections  of  the 
above-named  Organs.  By  John  Arm- 
strong, M.D. 

The  above  work  will  be  completed  in 


six  numbers,  at  $  6,00  each.  Three 
numbers  are  already  published.  Sub- 
scriptions received  by  C.  Sl  H. 

Oct.  6.  2am3m 

MEMOIR  OF  DR.  HOLYOKE. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
TER k  HENDEF,— A  Memoir  of 
Edward  A.  Holyoke,  M.D.  LJ.I.D.,  pre- 
pared in  compliance  with  a  vote  of  the 
Essex  South  District  Medical  Society. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  just  pub- 
lished,— The  Constitution  of  Man, 
considered  in  Relation  to  External  Ob- 
jects.   By  George  Combe. 

From  the  Preface  to  the  American  edition. 

"  Mr.  Combe's  work  should  be  placed 
with  those,  of  which  so  many  within  a 
few  years  have  appeared,  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  Educa- 
tion. It  treats  of  moral,  intellectual,  and 
physical  education,  'i  his  is  not  formally 
done  under  so  many  distinct  heads.  But 
the  whole  course  of  reasoning  of  the  au- 
thor, and  the  whole  array  of  all  his  illus- 
trations, have  it  always  obviously  in  view 
to  show  how  the  highest  cultivation  of  each 
of  these  may  be  most  surely  brought  about. 

"The  publishers  have  printed  this  edi- 
tion from  a  belief  that  there  is  much  in 
the  work  to  interest  the  community. 

"  It  has  a  novelty  to  reward  the  general 
inquirer,  and  it  presents  the  well  known 
under  novel  aspects.  There  is  one  class 
amongst  us  who  may  study  it  with  much 
advantage.  Scholars  are  referred  to,  a 
class  here  too  small  to  form  a  distinct  or- 
der with  habits  of  their  own,  and  who  in- 
sensibly fall  into  those  which,  although 
not  mischievous,  to  the  multitude  on  the 
score  of  health,  too  often  make  ill  health 
the  portion  of  the  sedentary  student,  and 
bring  upon  him  premature  decay. — To  all 
classes  it  is  recommended,  and  the  vari- 
ous learning  and  acuteness  of  the  author 
well  tit  him  to  write  a  book  -which  ad- 
dresses its  instructions  to  the  whole  com- 
munity." Sept.  8. 

A TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, by  C  .G.  Hufeland,  Physician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  (fee,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  &  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 
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I. 

CLINICAL  LECTURE  ON  THE  OPERATION 
OF  LA.RYNG0TOMY. 

By  Charles  Bell,  Esq.,  Surgeon  of  the 
Middlesex  Hospital,  and  Professor  of 
Surgery  in  the  University  of  London. 

Gentlemen, — At  no  time  does 
the  duty  of  the  surgeon  appear 
more  important,  than  when  he 
comes  into  the  midst  of  a  distress- 
ed family,  one  of  whom  is  in  dan- 
ger of  immediate  death  from  suf- 
focation ;  for  the  suddenness  of 
the  attack,  the  agony  of  the  suf- 
ferer, and  the  real  danger  to  life, 
are  apt  to  agitate  him  at  a  time 
when  he  must  be  calm,  decided, 
and  dexterous.  Before  I  read 
the  case  to  you,  I  shall  put  cer- 
tain preparations  into  your  hands, 
to  which  I  must  refer  in  explana- 
tion. 

[The  lecturer  here  handed 
round  the  preparations,  showing 
the  natural  structure  of  the  la- 
rynx, and  gave  a  short  description 
of  the  anatomy  of  this  part.  He 
then  drew  attention  to  the  pecu- 
liar, sensibility  residing  in  the 
glottis.] 

This  sensibility  of  the  glottis 
calls  into  action  the  whole  class 
of  respiratory  muscles.  It  is 
placed  here  for  the  purpose  of 
guarding  the  entrance  of  the  lungs; 
and  if  the  smallest  husk,  or  crumb 
of  bread,  alight  upon  this  part, 
there  is  an  immediate  spasm,  ex- 
tending through  all  these  muscles, 


to  expel  the  foreign  body.  But 
just  in  the  same  manner  that  this 
extensive  class  is  roused  into  ac- 
tion, those  little  muscles  which 
move  the  arytenoid  cartilages  and 
the  chordae  vocales,  contract  spas- 
modically. Whenever  anything 
foreign  touches  the  highly-irrita- 
ble spot  in  the  glottis,  these  mus- 
cles shut  up  the  narrow  slit  of  the 
rima  glottidis,  and  cause  the  sen- 
sation of  suffocation.  In  such  a 
case,  therefore,  as  the  present, 
when  a  foreign  body  is  lodged  in 
the  windpipe,  we  have  to  observe 
that  there  is,  at  first,  a  sudden 
spasm,  or  fit  of  suffocation  :  after 
a  lime,  this  painful  struggle  re- 
laxes ;  but  it  returns,  and  this  re- 
turn of  the  difficult  breathing 
marks  that  the  obstruction  is 
spasmodic,  and  not  mechanical. 

In  the  course  of  the  attack, 
these  fits  recur  at  shorter  inter- 
vals,— they  become  more  fre- 
quent, though  apparently  less 
violent  ;  and  you  will  observe  how 
they  are  attended  with  flushing 
and  turgescence  of  the  face,  with 
a  bloodshot  eye,  great  anxiety 
and  struggling.  But  by-and-by  a 
change  takes  place, — there  is  now 
no  struggle,  nor  any  effort  to  avoid 
suffocation, — there  is  no  longer 
that  animated  and  terrified  look  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  patient 
lies  still  ;  instead  of  the  suffused 
face,  his  cheek  is  pale  and  cold, 
and  his  hand  feels  clammy.  Had 
the  obstruction  been  altogether 
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mechanical,  the  effects  would  be 
uniform;  but  being,  as  I  have  said, 
spasmodic,  there  is  a  deceptive 
appearance  of  improvement  from 
diminished  irritabilit)'.  Seeing 
this  change  in  his  condition,  his 
attendants  think  that  he  is  reliev- 
ed, and  in  the  way  of  doing  well  ; 
when,  in  truth,  his  case  is  despe- 
rate. These  new  symptoms  arise 
from  effusion  taking  place  in  the 
lungs.  The  difficulty  experienc- 
ed of  drawing  the  breath  through 
the  narrow  glottis,  and  the  violent 
mechanical  play  of  the  lungs,  bring 
on  effusion  into  the  extremities  of 
the  bronchiae,  or  into  the  common 
cellular  texture  of  the  lungs  ;  and 
of  this,  the  pale  leucophlegmatic 
countenance  is  the  sign. 

Thus,  when  the  patient  dies, 
the  immediate  cause  of  death  is 
the  state  of  the  lungs;  the  remote 
cause  is  the  spasm  in  the  glottis. 
The  inference  which  you  are  to 
draw  from  this  is,  that  if  you  do 
not  decide  at  the  first  what  is  to 
be  done,  but  defer  operating, 
there  is  danger  of  being  too  late  : 
you  may  perform  the  operation, 
and  remove  the  foreign  body,  but 
the  patient  will  die  from  the  effu- 
sion into  the  lungs. 

Case  of  Foreign   Body  in  the 
Trachea. 

Sept.  1st. — Mary  Waters,  aet. 
9,  was  admitted  into  the  hospital 
at  nine  o'clock  this  morning,  with 
symptoms  of  suffocation.  The 
report  given  by  the  friends  was, 
that  yesterday  afternoon,  being  in 
school,  and  eating  a  plum,  the 
child  laughed,  and  was  reprimand- 
ed by  the  mistress,  who  gave  her 
at  the  same  time  a  slight  tap  on 
the  cheek  :  at  that  moment  the 
child  was  sensible  that  the  plum- 
stone  had  got  into  her  throat.  She 
was  immediately  seized  with  a 


difficulty  of  breathing,  which  has 
continued,  with  occasional  severo 
attacks,  ever  since.  A  probang 
was  passed  into  the  oesophagus, 
and  an  emetic  was  given  to  her, 
before  she  came  into  the  hospital. 

It  was  evident  that  she  requir- 
ed immediate  relief.  Mr.  Bell 
said  that  he  slipped,  unobserved, 
to  her  bedside,  so  as  not  to  disturb 
or  frighten  her,  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  her  manner  of  breath- 
ing. She  lay  with  her  head  rais- 
ed high  ;  she  was  restless,  shifting 
her  position,  and  tossing  her  arms; 
her  chest  rose  high,  and  her  nos- 
trils were  dilated  ;  the  sound  of 
her  breathing  was  hissing,  husky, 
and  impeded, — it  was  in  sudden 
gasps. 

Having  collected  what  tubes, 
probes  and  forceps  were  likely  to 
be  of  use,  the  child  was  laid  on 
pillows,  placed  on  the  table  so 
that  her  position  was  inclined,  not 
horizontal.  This  was  done  for 
two  reasons, — because  a  person 
breathes  with  difficulty  in  the 
horizontal  posture  ;  and,  because 
it  permits  the  blood  in  the  wound 
to  flow  outwards. 

An  incision  was  made  through 
the  integuments  an  inch  and  a  half 
in  length,  the  centre  being  oppo- 
site to  the  cricoid  cartilage.  The 
thyroid  and  guttural  veins  were 
seen  turgid  :  it  was  not  possible 
to  avoid  them,  and  they  bled  free- 
ly. Continuing  the  dissection  on 
the  forepart  of  the  trachea,  a 
small  artery,  the  thyroidea  anas- 
tomotica,  was  divided,  and  the 
wound  bled  considerably,  so  that 
the  incision  into  the  larynx  was 
delayed  a  few  minutes.  The 
point  of  the  scalpel  was  then  thrust 
into  the  membranous  space  be- 
tween the  cricoid  and  thyroid  car- 
tilages.   The  child  did  not  appear 
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at  all  relieved,  or  only  in  a  very  roughness  more  than  belonged  to 
slight  degree,  by  this  opening.         the  cartilages.    He  therefore  en- 

*'My  disappointment  was  now  larged  the  incision  downwards, 
considerable.  When  1  had  done  and  having  bent  the  end  of  a  probe 
this  operation  before,  the  relief  so  as  to  make  a  little  hook,  he 
was  immediate  :  no  sooner  had  the  passed  it  down  into  the  trachea  : 
point  of  the  knife  penetrated  the  by  means  of  this,  he  succeeded  in 
membrane,  than  the  harsh  sawing  catching  the  edge  of  the  stone,  and 
sound  of  the  voice  ceased,  and  the  brought  it  to  be  visible  in  the 
air  came  siffling  through  the  wound;  then,  with  the  small  dress- 
wound  ;  and  when  the  end  of  the  ing  forceps,  he  extracted  it.  It 
scalpel  was  used  to  hold  apart  the  was  half  of  the  stone  of  a  plum, 
sides  of  the  slit,  and  a  quantity  of  and  it  had  lain  with  its  rough  con- 
mucus  was  discharged,  the  breath-  vex  surface  towards  the  concavity 
ing  was  composed  and  easy."         of  the  tube. 

The  probe  was  passed  upwards  Immediately  after  the  stone  was 
through  the  glottis  into  the  pha-  withdrawn,  the  child  opened  its 
rynx,  but  nothing  foreign  was  found  eyes  and  looked  about,  apparently 
interrupting  the  passage.  The  with  the  conviction  that  the  thing 
probe  was  then  passed  from  the  was  accomplished.  Nothing  could 
wound  in  the  larynx  down  into  the  be  more  striking,  during  the  whole 
trachea,  with  every  precaution,  of  the  operation,  than  that  a  child 
lest  the  foreign  body  might  be  so  young  should  have  so  perfect  a 
thrust  downwards  by  it  ;  but  no-  notion  of  the  necessity  of  something 
thing  was  to  be  discovered  there,  being  done  for  its  relief,  and  that  it 
At  this  time  the  breathing  was  should  remain  so  submissive, 
worse;  the  child's  color  was  dark-  The  wound  was  dressed  superfi- 
er,  and  a  degree  of  insensibility  cially,  and  the  child  was  put  to 
prevailed.  A  portion  of  a  large  bed,  breathing  freely, — to  the 
gum  catheter  was  passed  down  great  delight  of  those  present,  for 
into  the  trachea,  and  retained  there,  it  had  been  abundantly  apparent 
and  the  child's  face  and  neck  were  that  it  was  an  affair  of  life  or  death, 
bathed  with  cold  water.  The  Evening. — The  child  is  perfect- 
breathing  became  sensibly  easier,  ly  quiet,  and  has  slept  a  great  deal, 
and  the  freshness  of  color  returned  Sept.  2d. — She  is  remarkably 
to  the  cheeks  and  lips.  The  tube  well  ;  she  speaks  low,  and  corn- 
being  withdrawn,  further  attempts  plains  of  hunger.  She  breathes 
were  made  to  discover  the  stone,  at  present  with  perfect  ease,  and 
but  without  avail.  Mr.  Bell  at  has  done  so  ever  since  the  opera- 
this  time  thought  of  putting  the  tion.  Leeches  have  been  applied 
child  to  bed,  but,  resolved  to  leave  to  the  neck,  and  she  has  had  some 
nothing  undone,  he  explored  the  laxative  medicine, 
passage  once  more.  He  felt  the  Sept.  I2th. — The  child  is  run- 
pharynx  with  his  finger  introduced  ning  about,  and  is  quite  well  ;  but 
into  the  mouth.  He  then  passed  the  wound  is  still  open,  and  the 
the  catheter  by  the  wound  through  granulations  projecting.  The  zinc 
the  chink  of  the  glottis,  and  exa-  lotion  is  ordered,  with  compression 
mined  the  sacculi  iaryngis  ;  he  then  by  adhesive  strapping, 
sounded  deep  into  the  trachea;  and  Sept.  22d. — The  wound  is  heal- 
now  he  thought  he  could  feel  a  ed.    Mr.  Bell  said  that  the  father. 
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with  the  child  in  his  arms,  came 
running  after  him  as  he  left  the 
hospital,  to  return  thanks.  When 
he  said  to  the  father,  I  am  dis- 
tressed that  the  child  has  not  re- 
covered its  voice,''  he  replied, 
"  It  was  only  her  shyness  ;  she 
speaks  as  well  as  ever  she  did  in 
her  life.'' 

It  is  first  to  be  remarked,  gen- 
tlemen, that  in  this,  as  in  former 
operations,  it  was  the  surprise  of 
every  one  how  deep  the  trachea 
and  larynx  lay  in  the  wound.  It 
is  this  which  makes  the  operation 
difficult  ;  the  more  so,  that  from 
dissecting  the  dead  body,  you  are 
not  led  to  expect  it. 

It  is  said  in  this  case  that  I 
passed  the  probe  upwards.  The 
reason  of  doing  this  is,  that  foreign 
bodies  are  apt  to  be  caught  in  the 
chink  of  the  glottis,  and  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  push  them  up  into  the 
pharynx.  But,  indeed,  I  ought  to 
have  considered  that  in  such  a 
case  the  symptoms  are  more  se- 
vere than  those  exhibited  in  the 
present.  I  passed  the  probe 
downwards  in  the  absolute  cer- 
tainty of  finding  the  foreign  body 
there.  I  shall  here  show  you 
how  the  surgeon  may  make  a  fatal 
error.  A  child  was  brought  into 
the  hospital  some  years  ago  in  a 
state  of  suffocation,  as  it  was  said, 
from  having  drawn  a  pebble  into 
his  windpipe.  The  house-surgeon, 
seeing  there  was  no  time  for  de- 
lay, made  an  incision  between  the 
thyroid  and  cricoid  cartilages, 
and  he  then  passed  a  probe  from 
this  part  up  into  the  throat. 
Thinking  he  could  do  no  more,  he 
desisted.  The  child  died  ;  and 
on  examining  the  part,  it  was 
found,  on  slitting  up  the  trachea, 
that  the  stone  was  impacted  not 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  below  the 


incision.  If  he  had  turned  his 
probe  down,  he  would  have  touch- 
ed the  stone,  and  the'  child  would 
have  lived. 

A  case  lately  occurred  in  Dub- 
lin to  a  surgeon  whose  reputation 
has  extended  so  as  to  make  him 
well  known  to  us  here,  which 
was  attended  with  some  curious 
circumstances. — A  boy  had  rub- 
bed down  a  plum-stone  in  its  cen- 
tre, so  as  to  open  its  cavity,  and 
make  a  whistle  of  it.  While 
practising  upon  this  whistle,  it 
suddenly  slipped  into  his  windpipe. 
He  could  breathe,  notwithstand- 
ing, without  much  difficulty,  al- 
though he  had  occasional  parox- 
ysms of  suffocation.  Several  days 
had  elapsed  before  he  presented 
himself  at  the  hospital.  To  satis- 
fy those  around  him  that  the  stone 
was  still  in  his  windpipe,  the  boy 
began  to  whistle,  of  his  own  ac- 
cord, upon  his  instrument.  With- 
out puckering  his  lips  at  all,  he 
could  produce  a  very  clear  whis- 
tle by  merely  throwing  out  the 
breath  from  his  chest.  With  this 
evidence,  the  surgeon  made  an 
incision  into  the  trachea ;  and 
when  he  had  pushed  a  catheter 
through  the  chink  of  the  glottis 
into  the  mouth,  the  boy  called 
out  that  he  felt  the  stone,  and 
had  swallowed  it.  Three  days 
afterwards,  however,  he  was 
again  heard  whistling  as  before. 
The  breathing  had  continued  im- 
peded ;  and  it  was  found,  also,  by 
the  use  of  the  stethescope  and 
percussion  on  the  chest,  that  the 
lungs  on  one  side  did  not  expand 
in  breathing.  It  was  inferred 
that  the  foreign  body  was  proba- 
bly still  lodged  in  the  trachea, 
and  that  it  might  be  covering  one 
of  the  divisions  of  the  bronchial 
tubes.  The  incision  in  the  tra- 
chea was  therefore  enlarged  a 
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little  downwards,  and  the  stone 
was  expelled  shortly  afterwards 
during  a  fit  of  coughing. 

In  illustration  of  this  fact,  that 
a  foreign  body  may  be  expelled 
by  coughing,  you  will  find  some 
very  interesting  experiments  per- 
formed upon  dogs  by  M.  Favier, 
as  quoted  by  Sabbatier.  He 
popped  a  foreign  body  into  the 
glottis  at  the  moment  of  inspira- 
tion. The  animal  was  immedi- 
ately convulsed,  and  it  was  thought 
he  must  have  died,  but  he  became 
so  quiet  that  they  deferred  the 
further  part  of  their  operation  for 
six  hours.  They  then  opened  the 
trachea  by  dividing  three  of  the 
cartilages,  when  the  body  was 
immediately  forced  out.  The 
experiment  was  ten  times  repeat- 
ed with  a  nail,  a  ball  of  lead,  &c.; 
and  although  these  were  pushed 
deep  with  instruments,  the  body 
was  cast  out  the  moment  that  the 
incision  was  made.  These  expe- 
riments were  performed  to  oppose 
the  opinion  which  declared  the 
operation  of  bronchotomy  to  be 
precarious,  from  the  difficulty  of 
discovering  the  body. 

The  most  important  part  of  a 
clinical  lecture,  gentlemen,  is 
the  confessions  of  the  surgeon. 
I  ought  in  this  case  to  have  de- 
termined in  my  own  mind  where 
the  foreign  body  lay,  for  you  will 
observe  that  the  symptoms  are 
different  according  as  the  body 
lies  in  the  grasp  of  the  glottis  or 
the  trachea.  I  might  have  known 
that  if  it  had  been  in  the  sacculus 
laryngis,  for  example,  the  symp- 
toms would  have  been  more  vio- 
lent, and  the  danger  more  press- 
ing. 

In  the  case  operated  upon  by 
the  house-surgeon,  the  mother 
came  running  in  with  the  child  in 


her  arms,  just  after  the  pebble 
was  swallowed,  and  in  twenty 
minutes  the  child  was  dead.  In 
the  present  instance  the  stone 
lodged  lower  down,  and  the  child 
you  have  seen  survived  during  the 
night.  But  do  not  delay  perform- 
ing the  operation  after  you  have 
ascertained  that  a  foreign  body  is 
in  the  windpipe,  because  the 
child  may  be  suffocated  in  the 
instant  by  the  body  rising  from 
the  depth  of  the  windpipe,  and 
being  caught  in  the  glottis.  Thus 
a  child,  after  drawing  a  cherry- 
stone into  its  windpipe,  was  near- 
ly choked,  but  suddenly  got  relief ; 
and  some  time  after,  while  play- 
ing on  the  carpet,  it  was  seized 
with  another  fit  of  suffocation,  and 
died.  The  cherry-stone  was 
found  in  the  sacculus  laryngis  ; 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in 
the  period  between  the  two  at- 
tacks, the  cherry-stone  had  lodg- 
ed deep  in  the  windpipe,  but  that 
during  the  gambols  of  the  child  it 
had  fallen  forwards  into  the  larynx. 

In  Pelletan's  Clinique  Chirur- 
gicale,  you  will  see  a  case  where 
a  surgeon  performed  bronchotomy 
on  a  child,  and  extracted  a  bean. 
The  weakness  of  the  child  after 
the  operation  was  such  that  they 
believed  him  dead  ;  but  he  reco- 
vered, called  on  his  parents,  and 
cried  to  have  his  playthings,  and 
yet  this  boy  died  in  fourteen  hours. 
Another  boy  had  the  operation 
performed,  and  died  in  conse- 
quence. The  expression  is  strong, 
— Ze  coup  mortel  etait  porte 
although  he  lived  for  two  months. 
Now  the  fatal  termination  in  these 
cases  was  attributed  to  a  gorging 
of  the  brain;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  a  long-contiuued  struggle  for 
breath  affects  the  circulation  in 
the  head  in  a  very  remarkable 
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manner.  But  it  aflfects  the  lungs 
more  directly  and  more  violently. 
When  a  person  dies  from  suffoca- 
tion, owing  to  some  disease  of  the 
throat,  the  lungs  do  not  freely 
collapse  on  examining  the  body. 
Here,  then,  there  is  a  proof  that 
they  have  suffered,  and  to  this 
danger  I  call  your  attention  parti- 
cularly. But  let  us  in  future  be 
alive  to  the  observation  of  Pelle- 
tan,  of  w^hat  takes  place  in  the 
brain. 

For  some  time  after  this  ope- 
ration I  was  very  anxious  for  the 
child's  life,  and  I  shall  state  the 
reason  of  this  anxiety.  A  woman 
was  brought  into  the  hospital, 
who,  in  her  phrenzy,  had  plunged 
a  penknife  into  her  throat.  It 
pierced  the  upper  part  of  the 
thyroid  cartilage,  and  entered  at 
the  union  of  the  cordas  vocales. 
She  was  suffocated,  at  the  end  of 
some  months,  by  the  granulations 
which  filled  up  the  passage  of  the 
glottis.  Another  young  woman, 
attempting  to  destroy  herself, 
drew  a  penknife  down  the  fore- 
part of  her  throat, — not  in  the 
vulgar  way  of  cutting  it  across. 
She  thrust  the  knife  into  the  tra- 
chea, and  divided  five  rings  of  the 
tube.  She  survived  the  first  ef- 
fects, but  was  suffocated  by  the 
retraction  of  the  cut  edges  of  the 
cartilages,  and  the  swelling  of  the 
inner  membrane,  which  thereby 
diminished  the  capacity  of  the 
tube.  You  see,  therefore,  the 
source  of  my  anxiety.  When  we 
saw  the  granulations  spring  out 
from  this  wound,  it  was  natural 
to  apprehend  that  such  granula- 
tions might  also  sprout  inwards. 
With  regard  to  the  possibility  of 
the  divided  cartilages  retracting, 
the  manner  in  which  I  operated 
might  possibly  prevent  this  ;  for 
you  will  observe  that  my  first  in- 


cision was  made  through  the 
membranous  space  between  the 
thyroid  and  cricoid  cartilages;  and 
when  I  enlarged  it,  I  cut  through 
the  cricoid  cartilage.  Now  you 
mark  the  peculiarity  of  this  car- 
tilage,— that  it  is  a  complete  cir- 
cle, and  that,  when  divided,  its 
edges  will  resume  their  place, 
being  supported  by  the  continuity 
of  the  hoop  on  the  back  part. 
The  cartilages  below,  that  is,  the 
cartilages  of  the  trachea,  are  not 
complete  hoops,  or  rings  ;  and 
therefore,  when  divided  into  two 
lateral  portions,  they  may  be  dis- 
placed and  retracted  more  easily. 
However,  I  must  not  omit  saying 
that  the  windpipe  has  been  divid- 
ed with  this  perpendicular  inci- 
sion, without  being  followed  with 
the  consequences  which  I  have 
apprehended,  and  which  I  have 
myself  witnessed.  I  have  recom- 
mended to  my  young  friends  to 
make  experimeuts  to  illustrate 
this  subject. 

The  last  observation  I  shall 
make  is  less  practical  ;  but  still 
it  is  very  curious  in  a  physiolo- 
gical point  of  view.  When  the 
probe  was  passed  upwards,  the 
child  coughed  and  expressed  un- 
easiness, which  showed  that  the 
chink,  and  the  parts  above  the 
chink  of  the  glottis,  were  much 
more  sensible  than  where  we 
were  operating. 

Tt  was  also  remarked  that, 
although  no  sensibility  was  evinc- 
ed on  putting  the  probe  down- 
wards into  the  trachea,  yet, 
when  it  was  passed  so  far  within 
the  tube  as  to  touch  the  bifur- 
cation, coughing  and  indications 
of  superior  sensibility  were  pro- 
duced,— as  in  touching  the  larynx. 

[The  operation  of  Laryngotomy 
is  becoming  more  and  more  common 
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and  successful,  since  the  profession 
have  been  persuaded  that  it  is  neces- 
sarily attended  with  much  less  hazard 
tnan  was  formerly  supposed.  In  all 
extreme  cases  it  is,  in  fact,  expected 
of  the  medical  attendant  that  he  will 
give  his  patient  the  chance  of  relief 
afforded  by  it ; — we  would  recom- 
mend, therefore,  to  the  particular 
notice  of  our  readers,  the  foregoing 
Lecture  from  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished Surgeons  of  the  age.] 


II. 

gangrenous  erosion  op  the  face. 

Mr.  Editor, 
Dear  Sir, — I  take  the  liberty  of 
sending  you  for  publication  in  the 
Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal, the  history  of  a  case  of  Gan- 
grenous Erosion  of  the  Face, 
which  has  recently  come  under 
my  care, — it  being  one  which  sel- 
dom occurs,  and  upon  which  au- 
thors have  not  been  very  explicit. 
In  fact.  I  have  met  with  no  accu- 
rate description  of  the  disease  in 
any  standard  work.  In  some  of 
our  medical  journals,  cases  have 
been  described  very  similar 
in  their  appearance,  but  most  of 
them  have  ensued  upon  the  exhi- 
bition of  mercury. 

In  the  No.  of  the  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  the  Medical  Sci- 
ences for  November,  1829,  four 
cases  are  given  by  Dr.  Samuel 
Webber,  of  Charlestown,  N.  H., 
the  last  of  which  is  almost  a  pre- 
cise history  of  the  one  which  I 
have  recently  been  called  to  wit- 
ness. I  regret  that  Dr.  W.  did 
not  state  whether  or  not  his  pa- 
tient (a  little  girl  ten  years  old) 
had  taken  any  preparation  of  mer- 
cury during  the  typhoid  state. 
A  number  of  cases  of  a  similar 


character  have  occurred  in  this 
city  within  a  few  years,  but  so 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain, mercury  had  been  previous- 
ly administered. 

It  is  important  to  collect  as 
many  facts  in  relation  to  this  dis- 
ease as  possible  :  it  is  therefore 
desirable  that  those  who  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  witnessing  its 
symptoms,  should  communicate 
such  information  as  they  possess, 
that  the  disease  may  be  properly 
classed  and  accurately  defined. 
For  myself,  I  am  at  a  loss  whe- 
ther to  consider  it  an  idiopathic 
or  symptomatic  disease.  Some 
circumstances  in  the  case  which 
came  under  my  care,  incline  me 
to  the  former  opinion,  and  to  view 
it  as  a  disease  sui  generis^ — viz., 
it  commenced  after  the  typhoid 
symptoms  had  entirely  subsided, 
during  a  state  of  convalescence, 
after  the  child  had  recovered  its 
appetite,  and  in  a  measure  its 
strength;  at  a  time  when  aphthous 
affections  are  not  expected,  and 
seldom  or  never  occur.    The  dis- 
ease, too,  both  in  my  patient  and 
that  of  Dr.    Webber,    took  a 
marked  and  definite  course,  viz., 
one  half  of  the  face,  as  high  up  as 
the  eye.    In  the  lips,  it  is  true 
that  it  somewhat  exceeded  its 
bounds  ;  but  in  those  soft  parts  it 
could  not  be  otherwise,  as  a  dis- 
ease of  this  description  could  not 
accurately  divide  them,  as  with  a 
knife.      The  gangrene  pursued 
the  same  course  in  both  Dr.  W.'s 
patient  and  mine,  and  was  confined 
to  the  same  parts.    Is  it  there- 
fore unreasonable  to  suppose  that, 
like  Hemiplegia  and  Hemicrania, 
it  was  governed  by  some  prescrib- 
ed, though  inscrutable  law  of  the 
animal  economy,   and   that  the 
"  gangrenous  erosion  of  the  face" 
is  a  distinct  and  idiopathic  disease? 
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After  writing  thus  far,  I  was 
accidentally  informed  that  the 
case  described  by  Dr.  Webber 
occurred  in  a  very  interest- 
ing child,  the  daughter  of  a  res- 
pectable merchant  of  this  city. 
The  father,  by  my  request,  wrote 
to  Dr.  W.  to  ascertain  whether 
mercury  had  been  given  in  the 
case  referred  to,  or  not.  Dr. 
W.,  in  answer  to  the  inquiry,  says 
that  he  cannot  speak  with  certain- 
ty about  particulars  which  had 
nothing  remarkable  at  the  time 
to  impress  them  on  his  mind, — 
that  most  probably  some  calomel 
was  administered  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fever  as  a  ca- 
thartic, this  being  his  usual  cus- 
tom,— and  that  very  possibly  ca- 
lomel might  have  been  sobse- 
quently  given,  in  very  minute 
portions,  combined  with  Dover's 
powder  ;  but  not  in  sufficient 
quantities,  as  I  infer  from  his  let- 
ter, to  produce  any  constitutional 
effect.  He  is  even  doubtful  whe- 
ther calomel  was  given  at  all. 
He  further  states  that  the  dis- 
ease has  been  known  to  attack 
and  prove  fatal  where  no  calomel, 
or  other  preparation  of  mercury, 
had  been  used  ;  and  in  otherwise 
favorable  states  of  the  constitu- 
tion, to  have  amended  under  the 
use  of  it,  and  seeaiingly  in  conse- 
quence thereof.'' 

My  little  patient  took  but  five 
grains  of  calomel,  combined  with 
an  equal  quantity  of  jalap  in  pow- 
der, and  this  more  than  four  weeks 
before  her  death,  and  nearly  three 
weeks  previous  to  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  the  disease  of  which 
she  died. 

Dr.  Webber,  in  giving  a  history 
of  his  patient's  case,  has  so  accu- 
rately described  that  of  mine,  that 
I  cannot  do  better  than  to  request 


you  to  copy  it  verbatim.  The 
variation  in  regard  to  treatment 
was  trifling  and  unimportant.  His 
patient  was  a  little  girl  of  ten 
years  old, — mine  was  a  little  girl 
of  four  years  old.  His  patient 
was  affected  on  the  left  side  of 
the  face, — mine  on  the  right.  His 
patient  had  a  troublesome  diar- 
rhoea,— mine  had  not.  The  teeth 
of  my  patient,  on  the  affected 
side,  either  fell  out,  or  were  all 
loosened  ; — he  makes  no  mention 
of  this  circumstance,  and  I  am 
told  by  the  father  of  the  child  that 
it  did  not  take  place.  Both  cases 
ensued  upon  typhus ;  both  lived 
about  an  equal  nuQiber  of  days 
from  the  commencement  of  the 
local  affection  ;  and  both  died 
completely  exhausted." 

You  will,  my  dear  Sir,  by  read- 
ing Dr.  Webber's  description  of 
his  case,  and  keeping  in  mind  the 
above  circumstances,  have  a  com- 
plete and  accurate  history  of  the 
one  which  I  have  recently  at- 
tended. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

John  B.  Brown. 

The  following  is  the  case  referred 
to  by  Dr.  Brown. 

This  happened  in  September, 
1828,  in  a  little  girl  ten  years  old. 
It  ensued  upon  typhus,  in  which 
diarrhoea  had  been  a  troublesome 
symptom.  About  the  fourteenth 
day,  when  the  fever  was  appa- 
rently beginning  to  abate,  she 
complained  of  a  feeling  of  sore- 
ness and  pain  in  the  left  cheek, 
not  far  from  the  angle  of  the 
mouth.  The  part  was  slightly 
swollen,  somewhat  hard  and  red- 
dish, like  the  commencement  of  a 
boil.  Volatile  liniment  with  lau- 
danum was  applied,  and  the  red- 
ness   disappeared,    though  the 
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swelling  continued,  being  however 
less  hard  and  rather  more  diffuse. 
A  day  or  two  after,  some  aphthae 
appeared  in  the  mouth  and  fauces, 
for  which  a  gargle  of  diluted  mu- 
riatic acid  was  employed.  She 
complained,  however,  of  the  cheek's 
being  hotter  and  sorer,  and  the 
sw^elling  had  evidently  increased. 
On  the  inside  of  the  cheek  it  pro- 
truded in  a  ridge  between  the  teeth. 
Lead  water  was  used  externally  as 
a  constant  application,  in  addition 
to  the  occasional  use  of  the  lini- 
ment above  mentioned,  and  the  in- 
side of  the  mouth  was  frequently 
touched  with  honey  acidulated  with 
muriatic  acid  ;  small  quantities  of 
wine  were  given,  and  one-fourth  of 
a  grain  of  sulphate  of  quinine  thrice 
a  day  ;  also  small  doses  of  Dover's 
powder  to  regulate  the  bowels, 
still  rather  too  loose,  and  to  pro- 
cure sufficient  rest.  The  cheek 
nevertheless  continued  to  swell, 
and  the  breath  became  very  foetid 
with  the  odor  before  mentioned. 
The  aphthae  nearly  disappeared  in 
a  day  or  two,  but  upon  the  most 
prominent  part  of  the  internal 
swelling  of  the  cheek  was  a  kind 
of  flabby  pustule  or  blister,  seem- 
ingly beneath  the  whole  thickness 
of  the  internal  integument,  which 
over  the  swelling  was  opaque,  and 
of  a  dirty  white  color.  This  broke 
the  same  evening,  discharging  a 
small  quantity  of  foetid  fluid,  and 
leaving  a  sloughing  appearance  of 
its  membranous  covering.  It  was 
repeatedly  touched,  during  the 
night  and  the  following  day,  with  a 
strong  preparation  of  muriatic  acid 
and  honey,  sufficiently  caustic  to 
corrugate  the  sloughing  membrane, 
and  make  it  settle  down  below  the 
level  of  the  surrounding  parts. 
This  it  was  hoped  would  put  a 
check  to  the  diseased  action,  and 
cause  the  slough  to  separate.  Not- 


withstanding, it  continued  to  in- 
crease during  the  subsequent  night, 
and  on  the  next  morning  had  nearly 
reached  the  angle  of  the  mouth, 
which  looked  dusky,  cracked,  and 
approaching  to  gangrene.  An  emi- 
nent practitioner  from  a  distance 
met  me  in  consultation  this  morn- 
ing, and  advised  carrot  and  fer- 
menting poultices  with  charcoal 
over  the  teeth,  a  small  blister  ex- 
ternally across  the  angle  of  the 
mouth,  and  one  on  the  inside  of  the 
cheek,  of  a  size  sufficient  to  cover 
the  slough  and  the  surrounding 
sound  edges,  while  the  internal  re- 
medies were  continued  in  increased 
doses.  The  disease  however  pro- 
ceeded with  redoubled  rapidity. 
Gangrene  in  undisguised  blackness 
passed  in  a  few  hours  across  the 
external  blister,  and  at  the  same 
time  came  through  the  cheek  oppo- 
site to  the  point  on  the  inside  first 
attacked.  In  spite  of  the  assidu- 
ous application  of  fermenting  poul- 
tices with  charcoal,  these  spots 
spread  so  as  to  coalesce  in  the 
course  of  the  night,  and  by  next 
morning  to  involve  most  of  the  uu- 
attacked  portion  of  the  cheek.  The 
case  was  now  deemed  hopeless, 
and  dissolution  was  soon  expected. 
The  foetor  beitig  excessive,  with  a 
view  to  lessen  it,  the  part  was  co- 
vered with  a  cloth  w^et  with  a  so- 
lution of  chloride  of  lime  (bleach- 
ing powder).  This  also  lessened 
the  rapid  spreading  of  the  gangrene 
so  much,  that  for  hours  it  seemed 
almost  entirely  stationary,  but  did 
not  become  wholly  so,  though  it 
went  forward  very  slowly,  till  it 
had  covered  the  whole  of  the 
swelling  existing  at  the  time  of  its 
commencement,  reaching  almost  to 
the  lower  eyelid,  over  the  mem- 
branous part  of  the  nose  on  the 
same  side,  the  septum,  two-thirds 
of  the  lips,  and  half  of  the  chin. 
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including  all  the  cheek  to  below  twelve  days  from  the  first  appear- 

the  under  edge  of  the  lower  jaw,  ance  of  the  danger,  the  little  pa- 

and  backwards  nearly  to  the  ear.  tient  died,  completely  exhausted. 

''The   parts  were  completely  All  the  peculiar  symptoms  of  the 

sphacelated,  and  had  nearly  sepa-  fever  had  subsided  long  before  her 

rated,  when,  at  the  expiration  of  death." 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE, 


AMELIORATION  OP  CLIMATE. 

In  the  course  of  some  remarks  on 
the  climate  of  the  40th  degree,  north 
latitude,  published  by  Dr.  Sexton,  of 
Baltimore,  in  the  American  Journal, 
are  some  valuable  data  on  the  com- 
parative character  of  the  seasons  in 
this  country  at  different  periods  dur- 
ing the  last  century.  The  three 
most  remarkable  changes  during  this 
period,  according  to  Dr.  S.,  are  the 
following: — 1st.  The  winds  have 
become  more  variable.  2.  Those 
from  the  western  quarters  have  di- 
minished in  number.  3.  Snow  and 
ice  are  formed  in  less  quantities,  and 
are  less  durable,  and  the  tempe- 
rature of  the  winters  has  increased. 
The  first  two  of  these  facts  is  proved 
by  various  records  and  incidental 
memoranda  in  the  history  of  the 
country.  The  Swedish  Professor 
Kalm,  who  travelled  in  North  Ame- 
rica in  1748  and  1749,  kept  a  regis- 
ter of  the  winds  at  Philadelphia,  and 
a  few  miles  to  the  southward  of  that 
city.  From  this,  it  appears  that  the 
variation  of  the  wind  was  sometimes 
limited  by  three  or  four  points  of  the 
compass,  for  six  or  seven  days  in 
succession  ;  and  in  some  tabular  ob- 
servations of  Bartram  appended  to 
Kalm's  work,  the  wind  is  several 
times  marked  as  blowing  in  the  same 


direction  for  six  days,  and  in  one  in- 
stance, in  the  month  of  June,  for 
eleven.  The  change  which  has  ta- 
ken place  in  this  respect  may  be 
judged  of  from  the  fact,  that  in  late 
tables  we  may  examine  the  records 
of  five  years  in  succession,  without 
meeting  with  an  instance  in  which  a 
current  from  any  eighth  part  of  the 
compass  has  existed  for  more  than 
five  days  together. 

It  is  mentioned  by  Jefferson,  in 
his  Notes  on  Virginia,  that  the  east 
and  south-east  breezes  had,  in  1782, 
very  sensibly  advanced  into  the  in- 
terior of  the  country,  within  the  me- 
mory of  persons  then  living.  But 
more  accurate  information  on  this 
point  may  be  gained  from  the  valua- 
ble observations  of  the  traveller  al- 
ready referred  to.  In  ten  months 
between  August,  1748,  and  June, 
1749,  Prof.  Kalra  recorded  four  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  observations  on 
the  course  of  the  wind.  Of  these, 
forty-six  are  marked  as  north  and 
south.  Of  the  remaining  number, 
three-fourths  are  winds  from  the 
western  semicircle,  and  but  one- 
fourth,  or  ninety-eight,  from  the 
eastern.  At  the  present  time.  Dr. 
S.  remarks  that  the  number  of  easter- 
ly and  westerly  winds,  during  a  year, 
is  nearly  equal. 
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The  existing  testimony  in  regard 
to  the  increasing  mildness  of  winter 
during  the  period  referred  to,  is  not 
less  conclusive.  For  many  years 
from  the  discovery  of  this  country, 
the  annual  season  during  which  the 
earth  was  partly  or  wholly  covered 
with  snow,  in  the  latitude  of  40  deg., 
was  three  or  four  months.  Forty 
or  fifty  years  since,  the  usual  depth 
of  snow  during  the  winter  was  esti- 
mated by  Rush  at  from  six  to  nine 
inches,  occasionally  increased  to  two 
and  three  feet.  In  the  year  1740, 
the  Delaware  was  crossed  with  sleighs 
at  Philadelphia,  on  the  l6th  of 
March,  and  in  1779-1780,  was  frozen 
across  at  the  same  place  for  nearly 
three  months.  Messrs.  Mason  and 
Dixon,  while  engaged  in  making  as- 
tronomical observations  about  thirty 
miles  west  of  Philadelphia,  in  1767, 
saw  the  mercury  in  the  open  air  fall  to 
22  deg.  below  zero.  In  the  winter  of 
1783-1784,  the  snow  lay,  in  the 
south-east  part  of  Pennsylvania,  from 
two  to  three  feet  deep  during  most 
of  the  season  ;  and  the  rivers,  which 
were  frozen  in  December,  continued 
bound,  except  a  short  interval  in 
January,  until  the  middle  of  March. 

If  with  these  facts,  and  many  si- 
milar ones  wliich  might  be  adduced, 
are  compared  the  records  of  modern 
winters  in  the  same  latitude,  the 
change  which  has  taken  place  in 
the  severity  of  this  season  will  at 
once  be  obvious.  Nor  is  this  ame- 
lioration at  alf  more  remarkable  in 
the  region  described  by  Dr.  S.,  than 
in  that  which  is  found  two  or  three 
degrees  farther  north.  So  far  as  we 
have  documents  to  judge  from,  our 
own  climate  has  been  undergoing  a 


similar  alteration,  to  a  nearly  or  quite 
equal  extent.  Men  of  scarcely  more 
than  middle  age  recollect  the  period 
when  the  sleighing  continued  good 
in  the  neighborhood  of  this  city  for 
three  months  in  the  year;  while 
storms  which  covered  the  earth  with 
snow  to  the  depth  of  three  or  four 
feet,  were  affairs  of  frequent  occur- 
rence. Analogous  facts  are  on  re- 
cord with  regard  to  many  of  the 
countries  of  the  old  world.  In  our 
own  country  at  least,  we  find  a  plau- 
sible explanation  of  these  changes, 
in  the  destruction  of  her  forests,  and 
the  increased  cultivation  of  her  soil. 
The  uniformit}'  of  the  atmospheric 
currents  has  been  lessened  by  vary- 
ing the  character  of  the  surface  over 
which  they  blow  ;  and  the  keenness 
which  they  formerly  derived  from 
passing  over  tracts  of  woodland,  co- 
vered with  almost  eternal  snow,  is 
no  longer  to  be  felt.  Still,  as  our 
author  remarks,  a  continuance  of 
these  north-western  breezes  some- 
times produces  a  temperature  worthy 
of  the  days  of  our  ancestors  ;  and 
we  are  yet  to  wait  for  great  improve- 
ments in  our  neighbors  of  the  hyper- 
borean regions,  before  the  airy  mes- 
sengers they  send  us  will,  instead  of 
bearing  the  snow  and  hail  on  their 
pinions,  ripen  our  grapes  and  our 
olives,  and  breathe  on  us  a  peren- 
nial spring. 


SAllCOCELE. 

An  interesting  case  of  this  disease  is 
related  in  the  London  Med.  and 
Phys.  Journal  for  October.  The 
patient  was  twenty-six  years  of  age, 
had  previously  enjoyed  good  health, 
and  had  not  been  aficcted  with  go- 
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norrhoea  for  many  years.  Without 
any  assignable  cause,  a  swelling  ma- 
nifested itself  in  one  of  the  testicles. 
This  continued  to  increase,  notwith- 
standing the  employment  of  the  usu- 
al remedies,  until  at  length  its  extir- 
pation was  found  necessary,  and  was 
performed.  From  this  time  the  pa- 
tient enjoyed  good  health  for  four 
months.  At  the  end  of  this  period, 
he  felt  some  uneasiness  in  the  re- 
maining testicle.  On  examination, 
the  organ  was  found  enlarged,  hard, 
and  tender  to  the  touch.  Various 
local  applications  and  general  treat- 
ment were  employed,  but  with  little 
effect.  The  disease  proceeded  until 
the  testicle  attained  four  times  its 
natural  size,  with  an  aggravation  of 
all  the  other  symptoms.  At  this 
period  Mr.  Guthrie  was  consulted, 
and  recommended,  in  addition  to  the 
treatment  already  employed,  the  use 
of  a  large-sized  metallic  bougie,  to 
be  passed  three  times  a  day,  and 
Jkept  in  the  urethra  for  several  mi- 
iiutes.  This  produced  at  first  consi- 
derable irritation,  and  even  hemor- 
rhage. In  the  course  of  a  fortnight^ 
^however,  both  the  size  and  the  ten- 
'derness  of  the  testicle  diminished. 
After  three  months  use  of  the  bougie, 
every  symptom  of  disease  subsided, 
and  the  patient  could  take  active  ex- 
ercise without  the  least  uneasiness. 

The  theory  on  which  this  mode 
of  practice  has  been  proposed  in  this 
disease,  and  which  is  maintained  by 
the  author  of  the  article  referred  to, 
is  that  of  its  removing  a  morbid  irri- 
tability of  the  urethra,  usually  con- 
nected with  the  complaint.  Nothing 
is  said,  however,  to  show  that  such  a 
state  of  the  passage  existed  in  the 


case  referred  to  ;  and  we  are  inclined 
to  think  that  this  is  not  generally  or 
even  frequently  the  proximate  cause. 
Where  orchitis  occurs  as  a  sequel  of 
gonorrhoea,  it  is  not  too  much  to 
presume  a  transfer  of  inflammation 
from  the  urethra  to  the  testicle  :  and 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  remedies  in- 
dicated under  these  circumstances, 
is  the  irritation  of  the  urinary  pas- 
sage with  a  bougie.  The  primary 
effect  of  this  measure,  however,  is 
not  to  diminish  the  sensibility  of  the 
urethra,  but  to  increase  it ;  as  is  evi- 
dent from  the  strangury  which  ensues 
upon  its  use.  On  the  whole,  there- 
fore, we  should  be  more  disposed  to 
attribute  the  cure  obtained  in  this 
and  similar  cases,  to  a  temporary 
transfer  of  the  disease,  somewhat 
analogous  to  what  takes  place  under 
the  use  of  vesication  in  common  in- 
flammation. It  seems  not  very  im- 
probable, that  in  cases  which  yield 
to  the  use  of  the  bougie,  as  above 
described,  the  local  stimulus  derived 
from  copaiba  or  cantharides  taken 
internally,  might  be  of  equal  advan- 
tage. 


NITRATE  OF   SILVER  IN  UTERINE 
DISEASE. 

A  Mr.  Jewell,  of  London,  has  late- 
ly published  some  cases  of  the  suc- 
cessful use  of  lunar  caustic  in  vaginal 
discharges  proceeding  from  a  diseas- 
ed state  of  the  cervix  uteri.  He 
thinks  this  a  more  frequent  cause  of 
the  morbid  discharge  generally  re- 
cognized as  leucorrhoea,  than  has 
been  commonly  supposed.  Admit- 
ting this  observation  to  be  correct, 
we  should  hardly  expect  the  treat- 
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ment  suggested  to  be  useful  in  any 
considerable  proportion  of  the  cases 
of  leucorrhoea  met  with  in  practice. 
That  this  disease  sometimes  proceeds 
from  active  inflammation  in  the  cer- 
vix uteri,  there  is  no  doubt  ;  but  the 
symptoms  in  such  cases  would  cer- 
tainly be  so  far  peculiar,  as  to  induce 
a  practitioner  of  ordinary  prudence 
to  examine  and  ascertain  the  fact. 
He  who  should  infer  the  existence 


of  such  inflammation  from  the  dis- 
charge itself,  and  on  this  ground  em- 
ploy local  stimulants  to  subdue  it, 
would  in  many  cases  aggravate,  in- 
stead of  relieving  the  disease,  and 
would  soon  make  shipwreck  of  his 
own  reputation. — So  far  as  Mr..  J.'s 
remarks  go  to  show  the  necessity  of 
careful  examination  in  suspected 
c&ses,  we  deem  them  highly  valuable: 
and  important. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  8,  1829. 


LOCAL  APPLICATION  OP  NITRATE  OF 
SILVER. 

Mr.  Higginbottom,  of  Nottingham, 
whose  name  will  ever  be  associated 
with  lunar  caustic,  has  published  an- 
other edition  of  his  work  on  the  cu- 
rative powers  of  this  remedy.  Even 
abating  much  for  the  zeal  of  a  man 
engaged  on  a  favorite  topic,  the  in- 
controvertible practical  evidence  of 
the  influence  of  the  Nitrate  of  Silver 
in  restraining  inflammatory  action, 
adduced  in  this  volume,  is  exceeding- 
ly valuable,  and  places  the  remedy 
in  a  much  higher  place  than  it  has 
hitherto  held  in  our  materia  medica. 

Proofs  very  satisfactory  are  brought 
by  Mr.  Higginbottom,  of  its  use 
in  phlegmonous  and  erysipelatous 
inflammation,  in  bruised  wounds, 
ulcers,  and  in  burns  and  scalds.  His 
mode  of  applying  it  is  generally, 
first  to  wash  the  part  clean  with  soap 
and  water,  and  wipe  it  dry.  The 
diseased  surface,  and  from  half  to  a 
whole  inch  of  the  surrounding  healthy 
skin,  is  then  to  be  moistened,  and  a 
stick  of  the  caustic  drawn  over  it 
once  twice,  or  oftener,  according  to 


the  object  to  be  eff'ected.  If  the 
disease  be  superficial,  and  only  a 
blackening  of  the  surface  is  desired, 
once  will  be  sufficient ;  if  vesication 
is  to  be  produced,  the  operation 
should  be  repeated  several  times ; 
and  if  an  eschar,  a  still  longer  appli- 
cation will  be  necessary.  It  is  a 
point  of  the  greatest  importance,  to 
carry  the  effects  of  the  caustic  be- 
yond the  diseased  surface.  No 
dressing  is  found  necessary,  the 
deadened  cuticle  being  a  sufficient 
protection  to  the  part.  Mr.  H.  is  of 
opinion  that  by  the  free  application 
of  this  remedy  over  a  tumor  in  which 
suppuration  has  already  taken  place, 
a  degree  of  absorption  of  the  pus 
may  be  produced  ;  and  in  bruised 
wounds  and  burns,  he  has  uniformly 
succeeded  in  preventing,  by  this 
mode  of  treatment,  the  sloughing  of 
the  parts, — their  integrity  being  pre- 
served by  the  peculiar  and  specific 
tendency  of  this  remedy  to  promote 
the  adhesive  process.  Even  wounds 
to  be  healed  by  the  first  intention 
will  progress  more  certainly  and  ra- 
pidly, by  blackening  the  surrounding 
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skin ;  and  punctured  wounds  heal 
under  the  influence  of  this  remedy, 
without  suppuration. 

In  local  erythema,  we  have  found 
the  free  and  early  application  of  Ni- 
trate of  Silver,  so  as  to  blacken  the 
skin,  uniformly  successful  in  arrest- 
ing the  progress  of,  and  subduing  the 
inflammation.  In  several  species  of 
Herpes,  it  has  operated  with  great 
expedition,  and  to  our  entire  satis- 
faction. A  case  of  Bwn  is  report- 
ed, as  having  been  very  successfully 
treated  by  this  application  so  as  to 
form  an  adherent  eschar,  at  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital  ;  and  in  another 
case,  of  the  bite  of  a  cat,  at  the  same 
Hospital,  it  was  immediately  cura- 
tive, applied  in  the  same  way.  A 
wound  received  in  dissection  is  re- 
ported in  a  British  Journal  as  having 
been  entirely  cured  by  the  same 
process. — All  these  cases  are  entirely 
independent  of  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Higginbottom.  We  might  go  on  to 
adduce  further  evidence  of  the  value 
of  the  researches  of  this  gentlemen, 
but  enough  we  trust  has  already  been 
said,  to  induce  the  profession  to  turn 
a  greater  degree  of  attention  to  this 
subject  than  it  seems  generally  to 
receive. 


ROBBERY  OF  A  TOMB. 

Another  Step  has  been  taken  toward 
that  horrid  catastrophe  to  which  we 
are  fast  hastening.  The  great  amount 
of  human  dissection  constantly  going 
on  in  this  city  and  commonwealth, 
both  by  private  anatomists  and  in 
our  Schools  of  Medicine,  creates 
every  year  an  increasing  demand  for 
subjects.  Heretofore,  this  demand 
has  been  met  by  bodies  taken  from 


the  grave,  in  the  stillness  of  the 
night, — a  fact  most  disgraceful  to 
that  public  which  has  established 
schools  of  anatomy,  and  refused  to 
provide  the  means  of  pursuing  its 
study, — which  requires  of  the  Prac- 
titioner a  minute  knowledge  of  the 
structure  of  the  body,  and  denies 
him  the  possible  means  of  acquiring 
this  knowledge  in  an  open  and  hon- 
orable manner. 

In  urging  the  necessity  of  legislat- 
ing on  this  subject,  we  have  repeat- 
edly said  that  as  the  demand  for 
bodies  increases  and  the  price  of 
them  is  enhanced,  and  the  tempta- 
tion off'ered  to  the  resurrectionist  to 
get  them  at  all  hazards  magnified, 
he  will  become  bolder  and  bolder  in 
his  vocation,  and  soon  the  poor  man 
will  be  afraid  to  live  in  a  retired  al- 
ley, and  the  rich  will  fear  to  carrv 
the  comforts  of  life  to  the  needy  sick> 
lest  darkness,  and  with  it  an  untimely 
end,  should  await  him.  And  well 
he  may,  for  all  this  has  happened, 
and  the  course  of  events  here  is  in  a 
train  precisely  similar  to  that  which 
led  to  the  recent  scenes  of  horror  at 
Edinburgh. 

One  step  more  has  now  been  taken 
toward  this  dreaded  communication. 
The  — the  cavern  of  stone 

closed  by  fast  bolts  of  iron, — has 
been  entered  in  the  night,  and  the 
corpse  which  had  just  been  deposit- 
ed, stolen  from  its  supposed  resting- 
place  !  The  next  step  is  easier  than 
this  !  and  unless  some  measures  are 
speedily  adopted  to  supply  proper 
subjects  for  dissection,  and  of  these 
there  might  be  obtained  a  great  abun- 
dance, no  man  will  be  safe,  we  do 
not  say  in  his  grave,  but  in  his  visits 
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to  the  sick  poor,  or  in  his  own  house, 
if  it  is  far  from  that  of  his  neighbor. 


Cancer  of  the  Uterus  cured  hy 
Injections  of  Hydrocyanic  Acid. — 
A  case  of  this  nature  was  reported 
by  Dr.  Bruni  to  the  Medico-Physical 
Society  of  Florence,  at  one  of  its 
sittings  in  March.  The  injections 
were  made  four  times  a  day.  The 
acid  was  prepared  agreeably  to  the 
process  of  Scheele,  and  four  denarii 
were  mixed  with  four  pints  of  barley 
water.  Cicuta  and  aloes  were  admi- 
nistered internally.  During  the  first 
few  days,  the  injections  caused  sharp 
cutting  pains  of  the  severest  kind  ; 
but  the  patient  having  passed  by  the 
vulva  fragments  of  a  membranous 
and  fleshy  substance,  her  pains  be- 
came from  that  time  less  severe  :  she 
regained  her  strength  and  flesh  to 
such  a  degree,  that  in  six  months 
there  was  not  a  vestige  of  disease  of 
the  uterus.  The  menses  returned  at 
regular  intervals. — Med.     Phys.  J. 


Remarkable  Case  of  Cataract. — 
A  Swedish  Journal  (^Arsberattelse  om 
svenska  lakare  sallskapets  arhatem ) 
contains  the  folhnving  fact,  commu- 
nicated by  Dr.  Wendelstrom  : — 


A  robust  peasant,  set.  sixty,  who 
had  always  had  excellent  sight,  and 
who  had  only  suffered  from  slight 
gouty  attacks,  being  occupied  in  cut- 
ting wood  in  a  forest,  suddenly  felt 
that  his  vision  was  t)bscure.  In  a 
few  hours  he  was  completely  blind, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  be  led  home. 
He  complained  of  no  pain,  nor  were 
there  any  appearances  of  external 
inflammation.  When  he  was  exa- 
mined by  Dr.  W.  a  few  days  after- 
wards, it  was  found  that  both  eyes 
were  affected  with  cataract.  The 
operation  of  extraction  was  after- 
wards performed. 


Polydipsia  cured  hy  Camphor. — 
Dr.  Allert,  of  Bromberg,  relates  an 
instance  of  excessive  thirst  which  oc- 
curred in  a  female.  Notwithstanding 
the  incredible  quantity  of  cold  water 
drank  by  the  patient,  the  thirst  was 
not  in  the  least  abated.  Her  tongue 
was  red,  and  her  feet  began  to  exhi- 
bit appearances  of  oedema.  The 
cause  of  the  aff'ection  could  not  be 
determined.  Aftei  the  employment 
of  many  ineff'ectual  remedies,  the 
patient  was  finally  speedily  and  fully 
cured  by  the  exhibition  of  large  doses 
of  camphor. — Journ.  der  Practis- 
chen  Heilkunde. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON,  ENDING  NOVEMBER  26. 


Date.  |Sex.|Age.  (  Disease. 

Date. 

Sex 

.|Age. 

1  Disease. 

Nov.  20. 

F. 

9  mo 

mortification 

F. 

4 

croup 

M.'lo  yrs 

bilious  fever 

F. 

74 

old  age 

M. 

30 

consumption 

M. 

3 

croup 

F. 

2  mo 

stoppage  in  the  bowels 

M. 

6 

scrofula 

21. 

F. 

46  yrs 

lung  fever 

M. 

4 

lung  fever 

F. 

12  mo 

do. 

24. 

M. 

15  mo 

do. 

M. 

5d 

drowned 

M. 

38  yrs 

consumption 

F. 

convulsions 

F. 

43 

do. 

F. 

6  yrs 

inflammation  on  the  lungs 

M. 

19 

bleeding  at  the  lungs 

F. 

86 

old  age 

25. 

F. 

39 

drowned 

22. 

F. 

5  w 

infantile 

M. 

21 

consumption 

23. 

F. 

29  yrs 

typhous  fever 

F. 

40 

do. 

F. 

46 

M. 

18  mo 

inflammation  on  the  lungs 

M. 

38 

dropsy  on  the  brain 

26.  M. 

2  yrs 

cholera  infantum 

F. 

24 

consumption 

Males,  13— Females,  16.    Stillborn,  2. 

Total,  31. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS, 


MEMORIA  MEDICA. 
fflHlS  day  published  by  CARTER  &; 
JL  HENDKE,  corner  of  Washington 
and  School  Streets,  Memoria  Medica, — a 
Medical  Common-place  Book, — with  an 
alphabetical  Index  of  the  most  common 
terms  occurring^  in  practice.  Carefully 
selected  and  arrang^ed  by  a  Fellow  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 

From  Dr.  James  Jackson,  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in 
Harvard  University. 
Gentlemen,— I  have  examined  the  "  Me- 
moria Medica"  which  you  sent  to  me.  I 
think  the  plan  of  it  very  excellent,  and 
that  it  will  be  found  highly  useful  to  prac- 
titioners and  students  of  medicine.  I 
have  never  believed  that  a  voluminous 
common-place  book  can  be  very  benefi- 
cial to  any  man,  unless  he  means  to  be- 
come an  author.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
every  one  will  find  an  advantage  in  keep- 
ing a  common-place  book  in  which  he 
may  notice  the  detached  facts  which 
come  under  his  notice,  and  which  are 
likely  soon  to  be  lost  from  his  memory. 
The  book  you  have  prepared  will  be  found 
well  adapted  for  this  purpose  by  medical 
men,  and  will  be  more  likely  to  be  used 
by  those  who  procure  it  than  a  common 
blank  book,  because  all  the  labor  of  ar- 
rangement is  saved. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 
James  Jackson. 

From  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Professor  of 
Obstetrics  and  Medical  Jurisprudence 
in  Harvard  University. 
I  have  examined  the  Medical  Common- 
place Book  which  was  left  with  your  note 
this  evening,  and  with  pleasure  offer  you 
my  thanks  for  the  publication  of  so  useful 
a  volume.  Every  practitioner  of  medicine 
will  agree  with  the  remarks  in  the  preface 
on  the  inconveniences  and  absolute  loss 
of  what  is  very  useful,  which  result  from 
depending  solely  on  the  memory.  Not 
unfrequently  it  happens  that  some  parti- 
cular prescription  is  peculiarly  suited  to 
an  individual.  Some  time  passes,  and  an 
occasion  again  arises  in  which  we  believe 
that  the  same  medicine  might  be  equally 
beneficial ;  what  it  was,  however,  has 
wholly  escaped  us ;  and  though  something 
else  may  be  equally  useful,  still  some  re- 
gret may  be  felt,  at  least  by  the  patient, 


that  what  has  been  found  beneficial  can- 
not again  be  at  once  resorted  to.  Some 
object  to  an  artificial  method  of  preserv- 
ing, for  such  and  other  uses,  what  may 
be  safely  trusted  to  the  memory,  if  that 
faculty  be  faithfully  cultivated.  I  am 
willing  to  admit  that  there  is  force  in  this 
objection;  but  it  is  a  simple  question  of 
fact  only  we  have  to  consider.  Jf  it  be 
true  that  there  is  much  lost  to  the  indivi- 
dual, and  certainly  much  more  to  the 
profession,  by  trusting  entirely  to  the  me- 
mory, the  occasional  use  of  the  Common- 
place Book  for  the  preservation  of  what 
is  truly  valuable,  has  all  the  recommen- 
dation it  needs.  For  such  purposes,  viz., 
for  the  registering  of  cases  the  most  rare, 
and  the  frequent,  if  important,  epidemics, 
prescriptions,  &c.,  your  Memoria  Medica 
promises  to  be  very  useful ;  and  for  these 
it  well  deserves  to  be  recommended  to 
physicians.  Students  attending  hospital 
practice  will  find  it  very  valuable.  Its 
tables  of  names  are  very  full,  and  under 
references  very  easy.  I  cannot  but  hope 
it  will  get  into  general  use. 

Yours,  &c.,  W.  Channing. 

Dec.  6. 

NEW  BOOKS. 

CARTER  &  HEN  DEE  have  just  pub- 
lished and  for  sale — 
A  Manual  of  Materia  Medica,  and 
Pharmacy,  comprising  a  concise  descrip- 
tion of  the  articles  used  in  medicine  ;  their 
physical  and  chemical  properties,  &c.  &c. 
By  H.  M.  Edwards,  M.D.  and  P.  Vasseur, 
M.D.  Translated  from  the  French,  with 
additions,  &c.  by  Joseph  Tongo  and  E. 
Durand. 

Examinations  in  Anatomy,  Physiology, 
Practice  of  Physic,  Surgery,  Chemistry, 
Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  for  the 
use  of  students.  By  Robert  Hooper,  M.D. 
from  the  last  London  edition,  with  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  additional  ques- 
tions, and  an  entire  new  chapter  on  Poi- 
sons. 

The  American  Journal  of  the  Medical 
Sciences,  No.  11,  for  November,  1829. 
Nov.  24. 

A TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, by  C.G.  HuFELAND,  Physician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  &c.,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  &  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 
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I. 

SUCCESSFUL  MODE   OF  TREATING  PIS- 
TULA  OF  THE  PAROTID  DUCT. 

A  SALIVARY  fistula  is  neither  a 
very  pleasant  nor  tractable  com- 
plaint, and  any  mode  of  treatment 
which  shall  prove  more  successful 
than  those  in  common  use,  will 
undoubtedly  be  a  boon  to  surgery 
and  surgeons.  We  have  no  inten- 
tion of  entering  into  prolix  details 
respecting  fistulas  of  the  duct  of 
the  parotid  gland,  or  duct  of  Ste- 
no,  as  it  is  usually  termed  ;  we 
would  simply  remark  that  it  is 
rarely  met  w^ith,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  obstinate  of  the  salivary  fis- 
tulas. When  it  opens  within  the 
mouth,  through  the  mucous  mem- 
brane lining  the  cheek,  it  can 
scarcely  be  called  a  disease,  as 
the  fluid  in  that  case  is  discharged, 
though  not  by  its  original  route, 
into  its  natural  receptacle.  But 
when  the  opening  is  situated  exter- 
nally, and  the  saliva,  instead  of 
reaching  the  mouth,  dribbles  down 
the  cheek,  a  train  of  inconveniences 
arises,  which  finally  fall  under  the 
cognizance  of  the  surgeon,  and 
which  it  is  his  interest  and  business 
to  remedy,  if  he  can.  The  follow- 
ing case,  which  occurred  in  the 
private  practice  of  M.  Roux,  will 
show  that  eminent  operator's  me- 
thodus  operandi. 

M.  Auguste  Godin,  a  notary  at 
Neuvy,  was  loading  a  fowling- 
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piece,  when  his  powder-flask  ex- 
ploded, and  one  of  the  fragments 
produced  a  wound  in  the  right 
cheek.  The  wound  was  both  deep 
and  wide,  and  being  in  the  situation 
of  the  parotid  duct,  great  pains 
were  taken  to  procure  union  by  the 
first  intention.  Much  inflamma- 
tion, however,  succeeded,  and  the 
above  object  was  but  partially  ac- 
complished ;  suppuration  succeed- 
ed, and,  along  with  the  pus,  saliva 
flowed  in  considerable  quantity. 
It  was  now  quite  obvious  that  a 
salivary  fistula  was  established. 
Cauterization  of  the  edges  of  the 
ulcer,  and  afterwards  compression, 
were  employed,  but  they  failed  in 
effecting  a  cure,  and,  two  months 
after  the  accident,  M.  Godin  re- 
paired to  Paris,  and  consulted  M. 
Roux.  The  fistulous  opening  evi- 
dently communicated  w^ith  the 
duct  of  Steno,  and  not  with  the 
substance  of  the  parotid  gland. 
On  introducing  an  Anel's  probe 
through  the  natural  orifice  of  the 
duct,  on  the  inside  of  the  cheek, 
it  was  stopped,  after  a  course  of 
about  half  an  inch,  by  what  ap- 
peared to  be  an  obliteration  of  the 
canal  ;  and  the  same  thing  took 
place  on  attempting  to  pass  the 
probe  from  the  fistulous  opening 
without. 

Finding  that  the  cavity  of  the 
duct  was  obliterated  between  the 
fistula  and  the  orifice  in  the  mouth, 
M.  Roux  was  convinced  that  nei- 
ther the  caustic,  nor  compression, 
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nor  any  other  similar  proceeding 
could  avail,  unless  a  route  into  the 
mouth  were  made  for  the  saliva. 
M.  Roux  accordingly  proceeded 
to  an  operation  for  that  purpose, 
and  first  of  all  exposed  the  bottom 
of  the  fistula,  by  excising  a  portion 
of  diseased  skin  which  surrounded 
the  external  opening.  The  next 
step  consisted  in  making  two  suc- 
cessive perforations  of  the  cheek, 
from  without  inwards,  by  a  hydro- 
cele trocar,  taking  care  to  avoid 
the  gum.  The  openings  were  made 
on  a  horizontal  line,  and  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  distant  from  each  other; 
the  one  corresponded  directly  with 
the  bottom  of  the  fistula,  exactly 
opposite  the  external  opening, — 
the  other  was  nearer  the  parotid 
gland,  and  close  to  the  anterior 
border  of  the  masseter  muscle. 
A  small  seton,  composed  of  silk 
threads,  was  then  passed  through 
both  openings,  and  the  ends  tied 
loosely  in  a  knot,  and  retained  on 
the  outside  of  the  cheek. 

A  good  deal  of  swelling  and  in- 
flammation of  the  cheek  succeed- 
ed, but  were  quickly  subdued  by 
local  applications.  A  superficial 
abscess,  however,  formed  close  to 
the  parotid  gland,  and  communi- 
cated with  the  wound  which  had 
been  made  in  the  operation.  It 
was  freely  opened,  and  the  skin, 
or  rather  the  old  cicatrix  over  it, 
was  removed,  so  that  the  two 
wounds  were  laid  into  one.  The 
saliva  continued  for  some  time  to 
flow,  in  part  externally,  and  in 
part  by  the  openings  into  the  mouth. 
Light  dressings  and  gentle  com- 
pression were  employed,  and  the 
seton-threads  were  frequently 
moved  backwards  and  forwards, 
in  order  to  render  the  perforations 
completely  fistulous.  At  one  time 
strong  compression  was  made  on 
the  external  wound,  but  it  brought 


on  a  return  of  inflammation,  which 
extended  to  the  parotid  gland  itself ; 
it  was  therefore  abandoned.  Six 
weeks  after  the  performance  of 
the  operation,  the  saliva  all  at 
once  ceased  to  flow  from  the  wound, 
which  rapidly  cicatrized,  and  soon 
afterwards  the  silk  thread  came 
away  spontaneously.  M.  G.  stop- 
ped some  time  longer  in  Paris,  and 
the  cicatrix  which  ensued  proved 
to  be  smooth,  regular,  and  unac- 
companied with  any  appreciable 
deformity.  On  the  internal  mem- 
brane of  the  cheek  a  transverse 
sulcus,  with  slightly  elevated  mar- 
gins, could  be  felt,  from  which  the 
saliva  flowed  into  the  mouth.  • 

We  have  thought  it  right  to 
publish  the  heads  of  the  case,  be- 
cause they  display  the  practice  of 
M.  Roux  in  this  troublesome  dis- 
ease. That  it  ultimately  succeed- 
ed there  cannot  be  a  doubt,  but 
that  some  other  method  would  not 
have  done  as  well,  perhaps  there 
may.  We  do  not  clearly  perceive 
the  necessity  for  establishing  two 
perforations  in  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  cheek  ;  indeed,  we  are 
convinced  that  one,  of  sufficiently 
ample  dimensions,  would  be  sim- 
pler and  better.  The  seton  thread 
passed  through  the  two  openings, 
and,  including  a  portion  of  inter- 
vening soft  parts,  must  frequently 
cut  through  that  portion  by  ulcera- 
tion, and  lay  the  openings  into  one 
at  last  ;  or,  at  all  events,  if  even 
they  remain  distinct,  the  two  can 
answer  no  useful  purpose,  that 
would  not  be  equally  or  better  an- 
swered by  a  single  one.  This 
however  is  a  trifle,  and  does  not 
affect  the  principle  of  the  opera- 
tion, viz.,  the  establishment  of  an 
artificial  route  for  the  saliva  into 
the  mouth.  If  this  be  the  indica- 
tion, as  it  certainly  is,  it  must 
matter  little  how  the  minor  steps 
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of  the  operation  that  fulfils  it  are 
conducted. — Jour,  Hebdomadaire. 


II. 

FRACTURE  OP  BONES   FROM  TRIFLING 
VIOLENCE    IN  CASES  OF  CANCER. 

Mr.  Salter,  a  Surgeon  of  Poole, 
Dorset,  has  published  two  cases  of 
fracture  of  the  thigh  that  occurred 
almost  spontaneously  in  patients 
affected  with  cancer  of  the  breast. 
We  shall  only  notice  the  second 
case,  as  in  that,  examination  of 
the  limb,  post-mortem,  was  per- 
mitted. 

Mrs.  Pringle,  in  October,  1823, 
had  the  left  breast  removed  in 
Guy's   Hospital,  by   Sir  Astley 
Cooper,  for  scirrhous  tumor,  but 
in  January,  1824,  the  disease  re- 
turned in  the  cicatrix.    In  the 
succeeding  July,  whilst  raising  the 
right  thigh  in  the  attempt  to  get 
into  a  cart,  the  thigh  bone  broke, 
about  three  inches  below  the  tro- 
chanter major,  with  an  audible 
snap,  and  on  the  19th  of  October 
the  patient  died.     She  was  56 
years  of  age,  and  had  long  com- 
plained of  slight  rheumatic  pains 
in  the  affected  limb,  which,  for 
about  five  months  prior  to  the  ac- 
cident, had  been  converted  into 
violent  pain  extending   from  the 
hip  joint  to  the  knee,  and  appear- 
ing deep-seated,  as  if  in  the  bone. 
The  pain  was  worse  at  night,  had 
produced  great  lameness,  and  the 
muscles  of  the  thigh  were  extreme- 
ly shrunk.    The  increase  of  pain 
alluded  to,  she  attributed  to  strik- 
ing her  foot  against  one  of  the  stairs. 
A  little  above  the  patella,  in  front 
of  the  limb,  there  had  been  for 
some  time  a  slight  tumefaction, 
tender,  upon  pressure,  and  depend- 
ing, it  would  seem,  on  thickening 
of  the  periosteum.    These  are  the 
important  features  of  the  case. 


and  we  proceed  to  the  appearances 
found  on  dissection. 

The  muscles  of  the  thigh  were 
pale  and  shrunk  ; — a  bloody  fluid 
escaped  from  the  capsular  liga- 
ment of  the  knee  joint ; — two  or 
three  small  clots  of  blood  were 
contained  in  the  articular  cavity  ; 
— and,  on  removing  the  patella, 
an  ulcer,  about  the  size  of  a  fin- 
ger nail,  was  discovered  in  the 
upper  and  external  part  of  its  ar- 
ticulating surface.    The  head  of 
the  femur  had  lost  its  wonted 
smooth  cartilaginous  polish,  but 
was  rough  and  softened  in  its  cen- 
tre, whilst  the  thigh  bone  itself 
was  so  soft  that  a  knife  could 
easily  be  pushed  through  it,  and 
could  readily  be  bent  in  any  di- 
rection, about  three  inches  from 
either  extremity.    It  was  at  the 
upper  part  of  this  portion  that  the 
fracture  had  taken  place,  though 
the  precise  point  would  he  diffi- 
cult to  determine,  as  there  seem- 
ed to  be  no  entire  separation,  as 
occurs  in  common  fractures.  The 
distortion  of  the  limb  did  not  arise 
from  any  overlapping,  but  result- 
ed from  a  bending  of  the  bone 
produced  by  the  contraction  of 
the  muscles.    Those  in  immedi- 
ate contact  with  the  trochanters 
and  the  upper  half  of  the  limb 
were  blended  together   into  an 
uniform  mass,  firm  and  semicar- 
tilaginous,  of  pale  red  color,  with 
bony    spiculae  thickly  dispersed 
through  it,  and  puriform  matter 
slightly  tinged  with  blood.  Cor- 
responding to  the  swelling  above 
the  patella,  the  tendon  of  the 
cruraeus  was  much  thickened  and 
altered  in  structure  ;  pus  issued 
from  beneath  it  ;  and  the  perios- 
teum was  also  greatly  thickened, 
and  readily  separated  from  the 
bone.    The  table  of  the  thigh 
bone  at  this  part  was  almost  en- 
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tirely  absorbed  quite  down  to  the 
condyles  ;  the  medullary  cavity 
was  filled  with  a  bloody  pulta- 
ceous  substance  ;  and  indeed  so 
great  was  the  disorganization,  that 
the  author  abandons  the  task  of 
endeavoring  to  describe  it  in 
words,  and  refers  to  two  draw- 
ings made  by  his  pupil,  Mr.  Bul- 
lar,  and  engraved  on  stone  for  the 
volume  of  the  Transactions  which 
contains  the  paper. 

Mr.  Salter,  in  the  remarks  he 
has  appended  to  the  case,  seems 
not  to  be  aware  that  the  connex- 
ion between  cancer  nnd  this  cu- 
rious condition  of  the  osseons  sys- 
tem has  been  frequently  pointed 
out  by  authors  on  surgery.  He 
observes  that  Mr.  Samuel  Cooper 
is  the  only  author  to  whose  works 
he  has  access,  in  which  this  dis- 
ease has  been  noticed.  We  can 
assure  Mr.  Salter  that  no  less  a 
person  than  Mr.  Cooper's  cele- 
brated namesake,  Sir  Astley,  has 
particularly  adverted  to  the  fact 
in  his  public  Lectures  on  Surge- 
ry, and  mentions,  if  we  remem- 
ber right,  the  case  of  a  lady  whose 
thigh  bone  broke,  on  merely  at- 
tempting to  turn  in  her  bed.  We 
could  cite  several  other  authors 
to  establish  the  correctness  of  our 
statement,  but  really  we  believe 
that  the  occurrence  of  a  morbid 
state  of  the  bones,  in  many  cases 
of  cancer,  is  too  well  known  to 
require  any  labored  disquisition 
to  prove  it  so.  It  was  but  in  a 
very  recent  number  of  this  Jour- 
nal that  we  translated  a  case  from 
the  French,  in  which  the  bones 
of  a  patient  who  had  died  of  can- 
cer, fractured  in  every  direction, 
as  the  persons  engaged  in  that 
office  were  putting  her  into  the 
coffin.  We  are  not  aware,  how- 
ever, that  many  accurate  dissec- 
tions of  the  diseased  bone,  such 


as  that  given  to  his  brethren  by 
Mr.  Salter,  are  met  with  in  works 
of  common  circulation,  and  there- 
fore we  have  been  induced  to 
notice  it  so  fully  here.  Mr.  S. 
deserves  credit  for  his  zeal  in 
laying  before  the  profession  what 
he  conceived  to  be  a  fact  not  ge- 
nerally known. — Medico- Chirur- 
gical  Review. 


III. 

CANCER  OP  THE  UTERUS. 

Sir, — There  is  no  organic  disease 
attended  with  such  excruciating 
and  appalling  symptoms  as  the 
complaint  on  which  I  am  now 
addressing  you.  When  we  con- 
sider that  it  is  one  of  the  most 
distressing  maladies  to  which  the 
female  part  of  the  community  is 
liable  ;  when  we  reflect  on  the 
agonizing  torture  it  inflicts  on 
these  objects  of  our  tender  care 
and  solicitude  ;  when  we  view 
thein  bereaved  of  every  hope, 
and  a  prey  to  misery  and  despair; 
and  when  we  contemplate  how 
sedulously  they  are  wont  to  con- 
sole us  in  our  sorrows,  ready  and 
ever  willing  to  pour  the  balm  of 
comfort  into  our  hearts,  and  to 
soothe  the  language  of  affliction 
whenever  we  stand  in  need  of 
their  sympathizing  sorrow,  and 
likewise  how  largely  we  are  in- 
debted to  them  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  comfort  and  happiness 
we  enjoy  ;  it  cannot  but  excite  in 
us,  who  study  humanity  as  well 
as  physic,  a  more  than  ordinary 
zeal  to  relieve  them  from  the 
accumulated  ills  which  this  dis- 
ease entails  upon  them.  I  have 
long  observed,  but  not  without 
painful  emotions  of  commiseration, 
that  this  distressing  complaint, 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL.  693 


having  hitherto  been  looked  upon 
as  incurable,  has  not  had  that  at- 
tention devoted  to  it  which  it  de- 
serves; the  means  that  have  here- 
tofore been  adopted  for  its  relief 
having  been  merely  palliative.  I 
am  fully  convinced  that  in  its 
commencement,  before  consider- 
able structural  derangement  be 
produced,  much  may  be  done  to 
obviate  it,  and  after  ulceration 
has  taken  place,  much  more  re- 
mains to  be  done  than  has  been 
generally  attempted.  Now  this 
is  one  of  those  diseases  for  which 
the  whole  artillery  of  three 
branches  of  the  profession  is  more 
essentially  necessary  to  be  called 
into  action  than  any  other.  In 
this  case,  the  profession  being 
constituted  as  it  is,  possibly  may 
account  why  so  much  apathy  ex- 
ists respecting  it,  and  so  little  has 
hitherto  been  done  for  its  removal. 
As  far  as  my  investigations  and 
experience  go,  it  is  very  gratify- 
ing to  my  feelings  to  say  that  this 
disease  is  much  more  under  the 
influence  and  control  of  medical 
assistance,  when  properly  com- 
bined with  surgical  aid,  than  the 
generality  of  the  profession  are 
inclined  to  believe.  The  symp- 
toms in  different  patients  are  so 
variously  modified,  that  no  uni- 
versal plan  can  be  made  applica- 
ble to  all  cases.  In  its  early 
stage,  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
prescribing  the  tincture  of  iodine, 
with  an  appropriate  dose  of  the 
solution  of  the  acetate  of  mor- 
phine, night  and  morning,  just 
sufficient  to  subdue  irritation, 
using  at  the  same  time  the  warm 
hip-bath  with  a  small  portion  of 
bay  salt  dissolved  in  it ;  and  I  have 
been  pleased  in  observing  that 
this  plan,  in  this  state  of  the  dis- 
ease, has  been  capable  of  effect- 
ing a  complete  removal  of  it.  In 


the  more  advanced  period  of  the 
disorder,  in  addition  to  what  has 
been  previously  proposed,  I  have 
been  compelled  to  adopt  more 
active  means  ;  sometimes  I  have 
used  injections  of  extract  of  lead 
and  elder-flower  water,  some- 
times infusion  of  digitalis  with  the 
superacetate  of  lead,  at  other 
times  the  decoction  of  dulcamara 
with  the  muriate  of  ammonia,  and 
where  there  is  much  pain,  infu- 
sions of  opium  with  the  acetate 
of  zinc,  selecting  one  or  the  oth- 
er, and  regulating  the  strength  of 
the  medicine  as  the  case  and 
symptoms  may  seem  to  require. 
In  administering  these  injections, 
it  must  be  observed  that,  to  be 
advantageously  used,  they  must 
be  exhibited  differently  from  the 
mode  usually  pursued.  They 
must  be  applied  more  like  ablu- 
tions than  injections,  not  with  the 
common  syringe,  but  with  an  ap- 
paratus properly  adapted  for  the 
intention  internally.  I  have  or- 
dered difterent  preparations  of 
iron  with  decided  benefit,  and  I 
have  sometimes  prescribed  the 
liquor  arsenicalis  with  the  tinc- 
ture of  henbane.  I  have  also 
given  the  fucus  helminthocorton 
with  advantage,  and  this  last  me- 
dicine has  been,  by  my  suggestion, 
exhibited  by  my  worthy  friend 
Mr.  Philip  Marshall,  of  Sheptoii 
Mallet,  to  a  patient  laboring  un- 
der this  distressing  affliction, 
which  effected  a  complete  cure. 
I  can  with  great  truth  assert  that 
this  method,  if  properly  perse- 
vered in,  even  in  its  more  advanc- 
ed stage,  will  make  the  patient 
not  only  comfortable,  but  tend  to 
prevent  the  progress  of  diseased 
action.  In  the  last  and  most 
dreadful  stage  of  all,  when  the 
afflicted  sufferer  is  deprived  of 
almost  every  hope, — when,  by  its 
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progressive  continuance,  the  ute- 
rus has  become  much  increased 
in  size,  and  the  ulcerative  pro- 
cess has  taken  place,  accompa- 
nied with  the  most  aggravated 
and  distressing  symptoms, — here, 
even  here,  much  more  may  be 
done  effectually  to  relieve  the 
complaint,    than   has  generally 
been  contemplated.    In  this  un- 
toward situation,  I  recommend 
suppositories  of  morphine  and  ci- 
cuta,  to  be  applied  up  the  vagina 
to  the  uterus,  and  likewise  sup- 
positories of  belladonna;  but  those 
with  the  belladonna  must  be  very 
cautiously  exhibited  by  the  vagina 
to  the  ulcerated  surface  ;  they 
may,  however,  be  safely  applied 
by  the  anus  :  and  here  I  must  beg 
leave  to  call  your  attention  to  an 
application  from  which  I  have 
found  more  essential  benefit, — 
which  is  the  oil  of  tin.  Lint 
moistened  in  it,  and  applied  by 
the  vagina  to  the  diseased  part, 
I  have  found  a  very  sedative  and 
soothing  application,  and  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  it  has  a  specific 
power  in  this  disease  :  by  its  ap- 
plication alone,  I  have  cured  an 
ulcerated  cancer  of  the  breast  : 
by  its  employment,  the  pain  gra- 
dually ceased,  the  diseased  part 
became  more  and  more  exposed, 
and  at  last  completely  sloughed 
away  ;  healthy  granulations  suc- 
ceeded, and  the  wound  healed 
without  any  difficulty.     If  this 
medicine  should  not  answer  the 
end  proposed,  the  ablutions,  with 
the  injunctions  previously  recom- 
mended, should    be  used,  with 
such  quantity  of  the  solution  of 
the  acetate  of  morphine,  as  is 
sufficient  to  alleviate  the  urgency 
of  the  pain:  if  the  discharge  should 
be  profuse,  instead  of  these  injec- 
tions, I  use  the  decoction  of  oak 
bark  and  tincture  of  myrrh  ;  and 


if  it  should  be  offensive,  a  solution 
of  the  chlorate  of  soda  in  a  strong 
emulsion  of  bitter  almonds,  with 
the  morphine  ;  giving  internally 
the  infusion  of  the  fucus  helmin- 
thocorton,  and  keeping  up  the 
strength  of  the  patient  by  bark 
and  other  appropriate  medicines, 
attending  at  the  same  time,  in  the 
several  stages  of  the  disease,  to 
the  state  of  the  stomach  and  chy- 
lopoietic  viscera. 

I  have  thus  described  some  of 
the  general  remedies  which  I 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  exhibit- 
ing with  advantage  in  this  disease. 
I  shall  make  no  apology  for  the 
length  of  this  communication,  the 
nature  of  its  object  being  such  as 
entitles  it  to  our  best  considera- 
tion. Callous  and  insensible  must 
we  be  to  the  finer  feelings  of  hu- 
manity, if  we  were  not  more  than 
ardently  solicitous  in  arresting  the 
progress  of  the  insidious  ravages 
of  this  malignant  complaint,  and 
in  exerting  our  utmost  efforts  in 
averting  the  arrows  of  death  from 
the  seat  of  life. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant, 

John  Tuson. 
Gazette  of  Health, 


IV. 

DIABETES. 

Dr.  Chalmers,  an  eminent  phy- 
sician of  Hull,  has  published  an 
interesting  case  of  diabetes,  in 
which  the  hydrosulphuret  of  am- 
monia (lately  noticed  by  us  as  a 
remedy  for  the  disease)  was  suc- 
cessfully administered  under  his 
direction  at  the  General  Infirmary 
of  Kingston-upon-Hull.  The  pa- 
tient (a  male)  about  thirty-six 
years  of  age,  had  been  for  some 
time  a  laborer  in  a  fenny  part  of 
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Lincolnshire-  At  the  time  of  be- 
ing admitted  into  the  institution, 
he  passed  saccharine  urine  to  the 
extent  of  twenty-eight  pints  daily, 
and  was  affected  with  the  cha- 
racteristic symptoms  of  the  ma- 
lady, as  excessive  thirst,  dry  and 
rough  §kin,  wasting  of  the  body, 
voracious  appetite,  constipation, 
&c.  The  Doctor  ordered  a  vvarm 
bath,  cupping  over  the  loins,  fif- 
teen grains  of  Dover's  powder 
with  two  of  calomel,  to  be  taken 
at  bed  lime,  and  a  drachm  of 
compound  jalap  powder  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  with  the  common 
diet  of  the  hospital.  This  treat- 
ment having  failed  to  produce  any 
beneficial  effect,  the  Doctor  di- 
rected a  quarter  of  a  grain  of 
emetic  tartar,  dissolved  in  an 
ounce  of  water,  to  be  taken  every 
second  hour,  a  grain  of  opium  at 
bed  lime,  a  pint  of  lime  water 
with  an  equal  quantity  of  milk 
daily,  and  the  loins  to  be  rubbed 
twice  a  day  with  the  ointment  of 
tartarized  antimony.  The  symp- 
toms continuing  unabated  after 
this  treatment  had  been  adopted 
four  days,  the  Doctor  prescribed 
the  following  mixture  : — 

Take  of  Hydrosulphuret  of  Ammo- 
nia, 30  drops  ; 
Pure  Water,  6  oz.  Mix. 

A  sixth  part  to  be  taken  three 
times  a  day.  To  have  animal 
food  twice  a  day. 

After  continuing  the  mixture 
two  days,  the  quantity  of  urine 
was  reduced  to  twenty  pints  in 
the  course  of  twenty-four  hours. 
To  keep  up  a  regular  state  of  the 
bowels,  the  Doctor  ordered  a 
pill,  compounded  of  calomel,  two 
grains  ;  bitter  apple,  four  grains  ; 
and  croton  oil,  one  drop  : — to  be 
taken  occasionally.  After  per- 
sisting in  the  use  of  these  reme- 


dies a  fortnight,  the  quantity  of 
the  hydrosulphuret  of  ammonia  in 
the  mixture  was  increased  to 
twenty  drops.  The  warm  bath 
was  sometimes  employed.  Dur- 
ing this  treatment,  the  quantity 
of  the  urine  and  the  other  symp- 
toms gradually  abated  ;  and  in  the 
course  of  six  weeks,  when  he 
was  much  more  active  in  his  ha- 
bits, the  healthy  function  of  the 
skin  was  restored,  the  appetite 
and  thirst  nearly  natural,  and  the 
quantity  of  urine,  which  was  less, 
reduced  to  seven  pints  daily,  and 
less  saccharine.  At  this  time, 
when  there  was  every  reasonable 
hope  of  a  favorable  termination  of 
the  case,  he  was  dismissed  the 
hospital  for  irregularity. — lb. 

V. 

ULCERATED  CANCER,  CURED. 

By  Geo.  Fielding,  M.D. 

Mrs.  C  ,  aet.  81,  June  1st, 

1829. — She  informs  me  that,  for 
upwards  of  fifteen  years,  she  has 
had  a  complaint  in  the  right  mam- 
ma. Without  any  known  cause, 
she  first  discovered  a  small  tumor 
within  the  breast,  near  the  nipple; 
it  very  slowly  and  gradually  en- 
larged, retracted  ihe  nipple,  and 
puckered  the  integuments  ;  she 
had  not  constant,  but  occasional 
severe  darting  pains  ;  these  most 
commonly  came  on  in  the  night, 
when  they  awoke  her  from  sleep. 
She  has  been  several  times  ill 
during  this  period,  and  has  had 
medical  advice,  but  did  not  men- 
tion the  complaint  in  her  breast. 
About  five  weeks  ago  she  slipped 
and  fell,  in  the  house  ;  hurtHier 
right  hip,  and  "  shook"  herself  a 
good  deal.  Soon  afterwards,  the 
breast  began  to  give  more  pain, 
and  distressed  her  so  much  that 


696  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


she  was  induced  to  show  it  to  the 
attending  physician  and  surgeon, 
who  have  prescribed  up  to  the 
present  period.  For  some  time 
previous  to  the  accident,  cracks 
and  small  openings  formed  in  the 
integuments,  which  discharged  a 
thin  bloody  fluid.  There  is  now 
an  ulceration  extending  from  the 
outer  edge  of  the  pectoral  muscle 
within  the  axilla,  towards  the 
inner  edge, — say  about  four  inch- 
es in  length,  and  from  an  inch  to 
two  inches  in  breadth.  The 
broadest  part  is  about  the  situa- 
tion of  the  nipple,  of  which  there 
is  not  a  vestige  remaining.  The 
ulcer  here  is  a  very  deep  exca- 
vation, as  if  the  whole  middle 
part  of  the  gland  had  sloughed 
away.  The  edges  of  this  exten- 
sive ulcer  are  ragged  and  irregu- 
lar, in  some  places  hanging  over, 
and  in  others  everted  ;  a  lurid 
blush  of  different  breadths  sur- 
rounds the  whole  of  the  edges, 
but  I  discover  no  disease  in  the 
neighboring  lymphatics.  The 
general  aspect  of  the  ulcer  is  of 
a  foul  ash  color,  except  at  the 
outer  edge  of  the  pectoral  muscle, 
where  there  are  a  few  red  points. 
From  the  state  of  the  cloths  re- 
moved, the  discharge  from  it, 
which  is  thin  and  pale,  must  be 
very  considerable,  and  has  the 
peculiar  foetid  odor  of  this  kind  of 
ulcer.  The  odor  is  distinguisha- 
ble on  the  stair-case,  long  before 
entering  the  room,  notwithstand- 
ing great  pains  have  evidently 
been  taken  to  obviate  it.  Coun- 
tenance pale  and  bombycynous  ; 
tongue  clean  ;  pulse  very  little 
above  the  natural  standard.  Com- 
plains of  restless,  feverish  nights. 
Bowels  are  kept  regular.  The 
old  lady  says  the  dreadful  smell 
peprives  her  very  much  of  appe- 
tite, as  everything  she  takes  is 


offensive  to  her.  Her  friends 
were  told  that  the  case  was  near- 
ly hopeless  ;  that  all  that  could 
be  promised  was  to  soothe  her, 
and  counteract  the  horrible  foetor, 
which  was  as  distressing  to  her 
attendants  as  to  herself.  I  di- 
rected the  carpet  to  be  removed, 
a  mild  diet,  some  common  febri- 
fuge, and  the  following  : — 

*  R.  Coninse,  gr.  vi. 

Ext.  Conii.  gr.  xxiv.  M.  div. 
in  pilul.  xij.  s.  pil.  ij.  cm. 
nocte. 

R.  Solul.  Chlor.  Calcis  3ij. 

Aquae  Fontanae  3  vi.  ft.  Lotio. 
Lint  dipped  in  the  lotion  to  be 
applied  over  the  ulcerated  sur- 
face, and  to  be  kept  constantly 
moist. 

8th. — Ulcer  looks  much  the 
same,  except  at  the  lower  side, 
where  the  lurid  edge  has  extend- 
ed every  way.  This  portion  of 
gland  and  integument  is  condemn- 
ed. Has  rested  better,  and  is 
delighted  that  the  offensive  smell 
is  removed  by  the  use  of  the 
chlorine. 

I4th. — The  remedies  have 
been  continued  regularly.  The 
ulcer  generally  looks  cleaner ; 
the  edges  are  not  so  ragged,  but 
the  lower  part  is  in  a  state  of 
sphacelus,  and  will  drop  off. 
Complains  of  restless  nights,  but 
is  not  feverish.  A  moderate  opi- 
ate substituted  for  the  conium  at 
night. 

22d. — Ulcer  looks  much  clean- 
er everywhere,  except  at  the 
lower  side  ;  red,  healthy  granula- 
tions in  various  places,  particular- 
ly in  the  axilla,  where  there  is  a 
patch  of  healthy-looking  surface. 
Sleeps  pretty  well,  and  takes  suf- 
ficient food. 

July  2d. — Up  to  this  time  the 

*  How  is  this  prepared  ? — E.  G. 
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appearance  of  the  ulcer  has  gone 
on  gradually  improving.  A  small 
cicatrix  has  formed  in  the  axilla, 
and  at  the  edge  of  the  pectoral 
muscle  ;  the  upper  edge  is  much 
flattened,  and  the  lurid  redness 
has  nearly  disappeared  at  that 
part  ;  throughout,  good  granula- 
tions are  arising,  except  at  the 
lower  side,  where  the  gland  and 
integument,  nearly  an  inch  in 
depth,  and  of  considerable  extent, 
are  gangrenous  ;  but  there  is  a 
line  of  separation  formed,  which 
looks  pretty  healthy.  Eats  and 
sleeps  well.  Opiate  continued  at 
night,  and  the  following  ordered 
to  be  taken  in  the  day  : — 

R.  Tinct.  Coninae  3iss.* 

Aquae  Menthae   3vi.  s.  6  part, 
ter  die. 

6th. — The  mortified  portion  on 
the  lower  side  has  principally 
dropped  off,  leaving  a  deep  and 
foul  excavation,  but  the  corres- 
ponding edge  of  the  integument 
looks  healthy.  Cicatrization  go- 
ing on  from  the  outer  edge  all 
round  the  upper  and  inner  sides 
of  the  ulcer.  Sleeps  well;  ge- 
neral health  and  appearance  im- 
proving. 

14th.— The  whole  of  the  black- 
ened parts  are  removed,  and 
healthy  granulations  are  now  fast 
filling  up  the  cavity,  the  lower 
edge  approximating  them  being 
much  flattened.  In  every  other 
part  of  the  ulcer,  cicatrization  is 
proceeding  rapidly. 

Aug.  4th. — In  a  few  days  after 
the  last  report,  the  inferior  edge 
of  the  ulcer,  and  the  granulations 
from  its  base,  approximated,  and 
cicatrization  went  on  rapidly  all 
around.  There  is  now  only  an 
ulcer,  about  the  size  of  a  half- 

*  The  tincture  we  use  contains  four 
grains  to  one  drachm  of  spirit. 


crown,  in  the  middle.  The  ge- 
neral health  and  appearance  are 
much  improved  ;  walks  from  rooni 
to  room,  and  is  free  from  com- 
plaint, except  a  little  dyspnoea, 
which  she  says  has  come  on  the 
last  two  or  three  nights,  upon 
lying  down.  It  was  my  intention 
to  establish  an  issue,  provided  the 
ulcer  went  on  healing,  before- 
complete  cicatrization  took  place; 
and,  upon  inquiry,  I  learnt  that 
she  had  an  issue  made  about*' a 
certain  age,"  which  she  healedl 
up  many  years  ago.  For  the  re« 
lief  of  the  dyspnoea,  a  blister  was, 
put  upon  the  left  side  of  the  chest, 
and  an  issue  placed  io  the  right 
arm.  Omit  the  opiate,  and  con- 
tinue the  Conine. 

13th. — By  these  means  the 
dyspnoea  was  removed  in  two  or 
three  days.  The  ulcer  is  now 
entirely  healed,  and  the  cicatrix 
has  a  healthy,  natural  appear- 
ance, free  from  crust  or  deposi- 
tion. The  old  lady  seems  in  good 
health  for  her  years, — having  en- 
tered her  eighty-second  year 
about  a  month  ago.  Throughout 
the  whole  of  the  process  of  slough- 
ing, the  lotion  prevented  all  foe-> 
tor,  and,  as  it  gave  not  the  slight-> 
est  pain,  was  continued  until  the 
whole  was  cicatrized. 

Several  times  during  the  cure, 
a  slight  erythema  appeared  upon 
the  surrounding  sound  skin,  which, 
was  always  speedily  checked  by 
the  application  of  warm  brandy. — 
London  Medical  Gazette. 


VI. 

STRANGURY. 

Dr.  John  Davy,  of  Zante, 
recommends  a  small  catheter 
to  be  introduced  into  the  blad- 
der in  cases  of  strangury  from 
blister  plaster,  or  from  canthari- 
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des  taken  internally.  ''This 
treatment,"  says  he,  "  I  have 
found  almost  constantly  to  suc- 
ceed, not  with  the  view  of  draw- 
ing off  the  urine,  but  for  the  pur- 
ipose  of  distending  the  urethra, 


particularly  the  prostatic  por- 
tion." The  tincture  of  belladon- 
na rubbed  over  the  perineum 
with  warm  fomentations,  speedily 
terminates  the  most  violent  at- 
tacks of  this  malady. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE, 


MESMERISM. 

Dr.  Chenevix  has  published,  in  the 
London  Med.  and  Phys.  Journal  for 
October,  his  fifth  and  last  article  on 
Mesmerism.  It  contains  an  account 
of  trials  of  this  agent  on  eleven  per- 
sons, all  of  them  females,  and  affect- 
ed with  various  diseases.  These 
cases  are  peculiarly  interesting,  from 
the  minutes  of  the  phenomena  having 
been  taken  by  Dr.  EUiotson,  who 
was  an  eyewitness,  and  who  appears 
to  have  drawn  up  his  statement  with 
great  care  and  accuracy.  On  ten  of 
the  number,  no  effect  was  produced 
except  that  of  sleep,  which  took  place 
in  two  or  three  at  variable  periods, 
and  may  be  accounted  for,  from  the 
circumstances  present,  without  diffi- 
culty. The  last  case  is  more  re- 
markable ;  and  as, — considering  the 
reputation  of  the  narrator,  and  his 
freedom  from  prejudice, — it  contains 
the  strongest  testimony  to  the  effica- 
cy of  Mesmerism  which  Dr.  C.  has 
published,  we  shall  present  it  to  our 
readers  without  abridgment. 

"  A  fourth  patient  was  now  seated 
in  the  chair.  She  exhibited  no  ap- 
prehension of  any  kind,  but  was 
talking  very  cheerfully  to  me.  Mr. 
C,  without  saying  one  word  to  her, 
began  his  manipulations,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  half  a  foot,  but  did  not  touch 
her.    In  about  one  minute  she  said, 


in  a  plaintive  voice, '  Sir,  don't  do 
that and  seemed  in  great  distress. 
She  afterwards  told  us  that  Mr.  C. 
drew  weakness  into  her,  and  made 
her  feel  faint.  She  complained  of 
pain  in  her  abdomen.  Mr.  C.  moved 
his  hands  transversely  before  it,  and 
she  said  the  pain  was  gone.  (She 
had  felt  a  slight  pain  there  before  we 
saw  her.)  She  then  complained  of 
great  uneasiness  in  her  chest ;  and 
after  some  transverse  movements 
made  by  Mr.  C.  with  the  intention 
of  removing  it,  she  declared  it  was 
gone.  The  pain  in  the  abdomen 
returned  and  ceased,  as  before,  by 
tl)e  manipulations  of  Mr.  C. — Mr. 
C.  then  darted  his  open  hand  towards 
one  arm,  without  touching  it,  and 
told  her  to  raise  both  arms.  She 
scarcely  could  move  that  which  he 
had  thus  mesmerized.  He  then 
made  some  transverse  passes  before 
it :  she  at  once  moved  it,  and  de- 
clared the  stiffness  and  uneasiness  to 
be  gone.  The  same  was  repeated 
with  the  other  arm,  and  with  the 
same  effect.  He  told  her  to  lift  her 
feet :  she  did  so  with  perfect  ease. 
He  then  darted  his  hand  toward  one 
leg,  and  she  stared  with  astonishment 
at  finding  that  she  could  not  stir  it 
without  the  greatest  difficulty.  He 
then  made  some  transverse  passes, 
when  she  instantly  raised  it,  and  said 
there  was  neither  pain  nor  stiffness 
in  it.  He  then  closed  her  eyes,  and 
put  a  very  small  piece  of  paper, 
weighing  perhaps  one  grain,  on  her 
foot,  in  such  manner  that  it  was  ut- 
terly impossible  she  could  perceive 
it :  she  could  scarcely  move  that  foot. 
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The  paper  was  removed  in  the  same 
manner,  and  without  her  knowing  it  : 
she  could  instantly  raise  her  foot. 
She  now  complained  of  pain  about 
the  heart :  Mr.  C.  demesmerized  her, 
and  she  said  it  was  gone.  In  all 
these  experiments,  Mr.  C.  had  most 
clearly  announced  to  me,  in  French, 
what  his  intentions  were ;  and  the 
effects  coincided  so  accurately  with 
those  intentions,  that  I  confess  I  was 
astonished.  Deception  was  impos- 
sible. Mr.  C.  looked  round  at  me, 
and  asked,  in  French,  if  I  was  satis- 
fied. I  really  felt  ashamed  to  say 
no,  and  yet  I  could  scarcely  credit 
my  senses  enough  to  say  yes.  I  re- 
mained silent.  He  then  asked  me, 
still  in  a  language  unintelligible  to 
the  patient,  '  Shall  I  bring  back  a 
pain  or  disable  a  limb  for  you  once 
more  ?'  I  of  course  requested  that  he 
would  do  so.  He  complied  instant- 
ly, giving  her  a  pain  in  the  chest 
once,  and  disabling  her  several  times 
from  moving  her  limbs,  and  remov- 
ing those  effects  at  pleasure,  accord- 
ing to  the  intentions  which  he  an- 
nounced to  me  ;  the  whole  taking 
place  exactly  as  it  had  done  in  every 
former  trial  on  this  woman.  As, 
however,  she  began  to  feel  faint  and 
uncomfortable,  Mr.  C.  judged  it  pru- 
dent to  desist ;  assuring  me  that  such 
experiments  as  these  shoold  never 
be  repeated  but  with  moderation, 
and  only  by  experienced  mesmeriz- 
ers. 

"  On  questioning  the  woman,  a 
few  days  after  Mr.  C.  had  produced 
such  decided  effects  upon  her,  res- 
pecting what  had  occurred,  she  de- 
clared that  he  had  disabled  first  one 
limb,  then  another,  and  restored 
their  use,  exactly  as  appeared  to  be 
the  case ;  that  she  had  never  felt 
anything  like  it  in  her  life  before ; 
that,  though  she  had  not  slept  during 
the  operation,  she  had  felt  very 
drowsy  ;  that  she  had  not  been  at 
all  afraid  ;  but,  said  she,  *  I  hope  ne- 
ver to  see  that  doctor  again,  as  I  am 
sure  he  has  something  to  do  with  the 
devil/ 


Of  the  accuracy  of  this  narrative 
we  presume  there  can  be  no  qiies- 
tion  ;  and  it  can  only  be  explained 
by  supposing  that  Dr.  C.  has  acquir- 
ed, fronj  the  habit  of  exercising  his 
art,  and  from  the  confidence  which 
he  himself  feels,  an  extraordinary 
power  of  affecting  the  imagination  of 
nervous  patients.  That  this  power 
can  be  made  available  to  any  useful 
purpose,  although  possible,  it  is  by  no 
means  easy  to  perceive ;  in  its  appli- 
cation to  disease  it  seems  to  have 
produced  aggravation  rather  than  re- 
lief, and  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose 
that,  under  any  circumstances,  its 
physical  operation  can  be  permancQt 
or  important. 


MEDICAL  STATISTICS. 

In  a  late  work  by  Dr.  J.  Bisset  Haw- 
kins, are  some  curious  facts  and  spe- 
culations connected  with  this  subject. 
The  first  chapter  of  the  work  con- 
tains a  comparison  of  the  mortality 
of  ancient  and  modern  times,  the  re- 
sult of  which  is  decidedly  in  favor  of 
the  latter.  The  data  on  which  the 
calculation  is  founded,  it  is  confessed, 
are  not  very  numerous  ;  but  a  table 
is  given  of  the  expectation  of  life  at 
Rome  in  the  third  century  of  the 
Christian  era,  which  possesses  consi- 
derable interest.  From  birth  to  20, 
there  was  a  probability  of  30  years  ; 
from  20  to  25,  28  years  ;  from  25  to 
30,  25  years;  from  30  to  35,  22 
years  ;  from  35  to  40, 20  years  ;  from 
40  to  45,  18  years  ;  from  45  to  50, 
13  years  ;  from  50  to  35,  9  years; 
from  55  to  60,  7  years.  On  the  oth- 
er hand,  the  modern  tables  of  Mr. 
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Finlayson  give  40  years  as  the  pro- 
bable duration  of  life  at  the  age  of 
20  ;  29  years  at  40  ;  22  years  at  50  ; 
and  15  years  at  60.  Admitting, 
therefore,  that  the  mode  of  estimat- 
ing probability  was  the  same  in  both 
calculations,  it  would  appear  that  the 
advantage  in  point  of  longevity  is 
decidedly  on  the  side  of  the  moderns. 
Much  of  this  advantage  is  attributed 
by  Dr.  H.  to  the  improvements  which 
iiave  taken  place  in  medical  practice. 
Hippocrates  gives  an  account  of  thir- 
ty-seven cases  of  continued  fever 
without  local  affection,  treated  only 
by  glysters  and  suppositories  ;  and 
.of  these,  twenty-one  died.  Yet 
there  is  no  disease  in  which  we  are 
accustomed  to  rely  more  on  the  ef- 
fort of  nature  to  effect  a  cure,  than 
in  fever  ;  and  hence  the  conclusion 
Is  irresistible,  that  medical  practice, 
liowever  undervalued  or  decried  by 
the  ignorant  and  prejudiced,  exerts 
a  most  important  agency  in  the  dimi- 
nution of  disease  and  death. 

We  are  by  no  means  disposed  to 
deny  the  force  of  the  reasoning  above 
stated,  or  the  accuracy  of  the  con- 
clusion obtained,  although  we  cannot 
believe  that  the  continued  fevers  of 
the  present  day  would,  if  left  to 
themselves,  be  attended  with  a  fatal 
result  in  a  majority  of  the  cases.  It 
seems  singular,  however,  that  even 
physicians  should  so  often  underrate 
the  efficacy  of  their  own  practice, 
and  shut  their  eyes  to  the  importance 
of  their  own  art.  Hnfeland,  whose 
philosophical  views  on  the  nature 
and  treatment  of  many  diseases  are 
so  well  known,  maintains  on  this  to- 
pic the  following  remarkable  lan- 
guage 


"  After  thirty  years'^]  practice,  I 
am  now  fully  convinced,  that  of  all 
the  patients  whom  I  treat,  two-thirds 
would  recover  without  my  assistance 
or  that  of  medicine,  and  even  under 
the  most  opposite  modes  of  treat- 
ment. The  remaining  third  I  divide 
again  into  three  parts,  of  which  two- 
thirds  would  remain  alive  without 
my  care.  Art  only  enables  tliem  to 
pass  through  the  disease  more  easily 
and  quickly,  and  without  leaving  se- 
quelae behind.  The  last  third,  there- 
fore, or  one-ninth  of  the  whole  only, 
might,  without  my  active  aid,  become 
the  prey  of  death  ;  and  here  it  is  cer- 
tainly not  indifferent  how  the  patient 
is  treated  ;  for  that  mode  of  cure  on- 
ly which  is  adapted  to  the  disease 
and  the  patient  can  preserve  him  ; 
consequently,  the  sanatus  fuit  may 
mean  no  more  than  that  he  did  not 
die,  or  perhaps  that  he  fortunately 
escaped  the  mode  of  cure." 

It  is  too  true,  that  even  the  most 
attentive  and  successful  practitioner 
must  meet  with  frequent  disappoint- 
ments in  regard  to  the  effect  of  re- 
medies, and  will  often  find  himself 
to  have  been  deceived  both  in  his 
diagnosis  of  his  cases,  and  his  antici- 
pation of  their  favorable  or  unfortu- 
nate termination.  These  occurrences 
are  but  the  indications  of  that  uncer- 
tainty of  the  art  which  is  conceded 
on  all  hands  ;  but  to  deny  that  the 
art  itself,  in  its  present  state,  is  a 
blessing  to  the  human  race,  is  to 
disregard  the  authority  of  reason, 
and  the  testimony  of  daily  experience. 


EFFECTS  OF  THE  GASTRIC  JUICE. 

From  some  experiments  which  have 
lately  been  instituted  on  animals,  it 
would  seem  that  this  substance  does 
not  possess  the  power,  usually  as- 
cribed to  it,  of  eroding  the  coats  of 
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the  stomach  during  inanition.  The 
secretion  of  this  fluid  is  in  fact  rather 
diminished  than  augmented  during 
hunger.  This  state  does  not  pro- 
duce inflammation  of  the  stomach  ; 


so  that  where  death  occurs  from  this 
cause,  it  is  not  immediately  attribut- 
able to  any  h)cal  eff*ect,  but  must  be 
referred  to  the  general  prostration 
of  the  vital  forces. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  15,  1829. 


CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 

A  NEW  and  much  improved  edition 
of  Bateman's  Synopsis,  and  an  Atlas 
of  his  delineations  of  cutaneous  dis- 
eases, has  been  lately  published  in 
England.  The  Editor,  Dr.  Thomp- 
son, has  enriched  the  work  with  nu- 
merous references,  and  in  the  mar- 
gins of  the  plates  he  has  indicated 
the  diff'erenl  stages  of  each  disease 
represented.  This  last  is  a  very 
great  improvement  on  the  original 
plan  ;  for  these  diseases  change  so 
much  in  their  progress,  that  what  at 
one  time  would  be  a  most  accurate 
picture  of  a  disease,  might,  at  a  more 
advanced  period  of  its  course,  pos- 
sess no  point  of  resemblance. 

In  the  Atlas,  no  larger  surface  is 
given  than  is  necessary  to  show  the 
appearance  of  the  eruption,  and  by 
this  economy,  the  delineations  are 
afforded  at  about  a  tenth  part  the 
cost  of  Bateman's  original  plates. 


VACCINIA  IN  THE  COW. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  disease 
so  rarely  atfects  the  animal  which 
first  furnished  it  for  the  human  sub- 
ject. Attempts  have  often  been 
made,  of  late  years,  to  procure  from 
the  cow  some  fresh  virus,  and  every 
pimple  which  is  discovered  on  the 
udder  is  made  the  subject  of  experi- 


ment. Several  cows  in  Hyde  Park, 
London,  were  recently  affected  with 
an  eruptive  disease  on  the  udder, 
and  strong  hopes  were  entertained 
that  it  was  the  cowpox.  Two  at- 
tempts were  made  to  induce  that 
disease  in  the  human  system,  by  this 
matter,  but  they  proved  wholly  fruit- 
less. Although  it  is  by  no  means 
certain  that  the  vaccine  virus  has 
deteriorated,  yet  such  a  thing  is  far 
from  impossible,  and  it  becomes^ 
therefore,  very  desirable  to  get  a 
new  supply  from  the  cow.  Those 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  noticing  these 
animals,  should  be  reminded  by  th& 
faculty  to  watch  the  part  on  which 
the  disease  originally  appeared,  and 
give  early  notice  of  any  eruptive 
malady.  There  certainly  can  be  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  exist  now 
and  in  this  country,  as  well  as  in  any 
former  year,  or  any  other  country. 


Illustrations  of  the  Peculiar  Ope- 
ration of  Medicines  on  different 
Classes  of  Animals. — Medicines 
have  very  dissimilar  effects  on  dif- 
ferent animals.  For  the  expulsion 
of  worms,  or  to  assist  the  action  of 
purgatives,  two  drachms  of  calomel 
are  often  given  to  the  horse  ;  two 
grains  would  puke  the  strongest  dog. 
The  reason  why  persons  are  enabled 
to  give  the  excessive  and  preposte- 
rous doses  of  fifteen  or  twenty  grains 
is,  that  the  stoaiach  very  soon  rejects 
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the  whole  or  the  greater  part ;  or  if 
a  few  grains  be  retained  amidst  the 
rugae  of  the  stomach,  they  produce 
inflammation  of  the  bowels,  discharge 
of  blood,  and  tenesmus.  Four  ounces 
of  spirit  of  turpentine  may  be  given 
to  the  horse,  not  only  with  impunity, 
but  with  advantage,  in  spasmodic 
colic.  One  drachm  cannot  be  ad- 
ministered to  the  dog  but  with  almost 
certain  destruction.  From  four  to 
eight  drachms  of  aloes  are  required 
to  purge  a  horse  :  the  smallest  dog 
requires  nearly  a  drachm  ;  while  six 
or  eight  grains  vvill  purge  the  largest 
hog.  Castor  oil  is  with  dogs  as 
bland  and  safe  a  purgative  as  in  the 
human  subject ;  with  opium  and  some 
aroniatic,  it  is  a  specific  for  spasmo- 
dic colic  in  the  dog.  In  the  horse, 
It  is  uncertain,  irritating,  and  unsafe. 
Two  grains  of  the  antimonium  tar- 
tarizatum  will  vomit  the  largest,  and 
destroy  a  sm?ill  and  delicate  dog. 
From  two  to  four  drachms  are,  ac- 
cording to  the  opinions  of  some  sur- 
geons, given  to  the  horse  as  a  ver- 
mifuge or  as  a  nauseant,  or  a  diapho- 
retic ;  and  a  greater  quantity  has 
been  administered  without  urjplea- 
sant  consequences.  A  drachm  of 
the  superacetate  of  lead  would  de- 
stroy a  dog  ;  an  ounce  has  destroyed 
the  horse  ;  a  pig  will  drink  almost 
enough  JO  float  him,  with  impunity. — 
Provincial  Med.  Gazette. 


Anatomy  of  the  Skin. — Dr.  We- 
ber, of  Leipzig,  asserts  that  the  se- 
baceous follicles  of  ihe  skin  are  or- 
gans distinct  from  the  bulbs  of  the 
hair,  and  that  they  exist  over  the 
whole  surface,  excepting  the  palms 
of  the  hands  and  soles  of  the  feet. 
The  bulbs  of  the  large  hair  are  situ- 
ated very  deeply  in  the  derm,  and 
sometimes  penetrate  even  into  the 
subcutaneous  adipose  tissue;  the 
sebaceous  follicles,  on  the  contrary, 
are  nearer  to  the  cutaneous  surface, 
and  are  never  found  extending  to  the 
adipose  structure.  Tiieir  size,  also, 
says  he,  is  too  large  to  permit  them 
to  be  conf'junJcd  with  the  bulbs  of 


the  hair,  which  are  much  smaller. 
In  new-born  children,  sebaceous  fol- 
licles may  be  discovered  on  all  parts 
of  the  skin,  with  the  two  exceptions 
already  named.  The  skin  of  the 
scrotum  shows  them  very  much  de- 
veloped :  each  of  these  follicles  is 
composed  of  four  or  five  compart- 
ments, or  cells,  agglomerated  toge- 
ther ;  their  transverse  diameter  ex- 
ceeds their  depth.  The  greatest 
diameter  observed  by  the  author  was 
a  quarter  of  a  line. — N.  A,  Med. 
and  Surg.  Journal. 

Diagnosis  of  Dislocation  from 
Fracture  of  the  Neck  of  the  Hume- 
rus.— The  first  part  of  the  sixth  vo- 
lume of  the  Repertoire  contains  Du- 
puytren's  directions  for  distinguish- 
ing dislocations  of  the  humerus  from 
fractures  of  its  neck.  The  position 
of  the  arm  at  the  time  of  the  fall  is 
one  means  of  discrimination.  If  it 
were  thrown  outwards  or  forwards 
to  break  the  fall,  so  that  the  hand 
first  struck  the  ground,  dislocation  is 
the  more  probable  accident.  If  the 
person  have  fallen  on  the  shoulder, 
while  the  arm  was  close  by  the  side, 
fracture  is  more  likely.  Even  wiien 
the  patient  cannot  tell  in  what  man- 
ner he  fell,  much  may  be  gathered 
from  the  marks  of  contusion  and 
abrasion  on  the  hand  in  the  former 
case,  and  on  the  shoulder  in  the  lat- 
ter. In  luxation,  if  ecchymosis  oc- 
curs, it  is  on  the  inner  and  fore  part 
of  the  arm,  because  it  arises  from 
the  laceration  of  the  parts  on  the 
inner  side  of  the  joint.  In  fracture, 
in  which  it  is  more  common,  it  is  on 
the  top  of  the  shoulder  itself,  because 
it  is  produced  by  the  direct  contusion. 
In  dislocation,  the  prominence  of  the 
acromion,  and  the  flattening  of  the 
deltoid,  are  greater  than  they  are  in 
fracture.  In  the  latter,  the  muscle 
seems  shortened  and  swollen.  In 
luxation,  there  is  a  hollow  on  the  in- 
ner side  of  the  deltoid,  from  the  re- 
moval of  the  head  of  the  bone.  This 
is  less  C()nsf)icunus  in  fracture. 
These,  with  the  dilfcronccs  in  the 
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shape  of  the  bony  tumor  in  the  axil- 
la, in  the  degree  of  mobility,  in  the 
facility  of  reduction,  and  with  the 
presence  of  crepitus  in  the  one,  and 
its  absence  in  the  other,  sufficiently 
distinguish  the  two  accidents. —  Glas- 
gow Medical  Journal. 


and  occasional  agitation  of  the  body, 
what  more  can  be  done  to  bring  the 
vital  organs  into  action  ? — Gaz.  of 
Health, 


Suspended  Animation. — In  a  me- 
moir presented  to  the  Royal  Acade- 
my of  Paris,  M.  Leroy  condemns 
full  inflation  of  the  lungs  in  cases  of 
suspended  animation.  He  related 
some  experiments  on  rabbits  and 
sheep,  to  prove  that  "  air,  driven 
once  with  force  into  the  lungs,  occa- 
sioned sudden  death,  and  tiiat  by 
full  inflation,  suddenly  made,  the 
pulmonary  cells  are  ruptured."  In 
some  cases,  air  was  found  in  the 
bloodvessels  and  cellular  substance 
of  the  lungs.  The  rapid  distension 
of  the  stomach  with  warm  water, 
and  the  sudden  removal  of  it,  by 
means  of  an  instrument  made  by 
Mr.  Read  for  the  purpose,  by  agi- 
tating the  thoracic  viscera,  and  at 
the  same  time  diff'using  caloric  through 
them  and  the  abdominal  contents, 
are  of  much  greater  conse(]uence  in 
cases  of  suspended  animation  than 
inflation  of  the  lungs.  By  inflating 
the  lungs  with  cold  air,  the  heart  is 
robbed  of  the  chief  vital  stimulant, 
caloric,  which  the  object  of  treat- 
ment should  be  to  increase. 

The  application  of  warm  water  to 
the  head,  warm  lavements,  and  dry 
friction  on  the  surface  of  the  body 
wilh  warm  flannel,  and  occasional 
compression  of  the  ribs,  are  power- 
ful auxiliaries  to  the  rapid  injection 
and  ejection  of  warm  water.  Indeed, 
besides  electricity    and  galvanism, 


Strangulated  Rupture. — The  Edi- 
tors of  the  Journal  of  Medicine,  pub- 
lished in  Bourdeaux,  have  given  a 
case  of  a  large  inguinal  rupture, 
which  had  been  in  a  state  of  stran- 
gulation for  five  days.  Numerous 
attempts  to  reduce  it  having  failed, 
Dr.  Brulateur  was  requested  to  visit 
him.  The  Doctor,  after  examining 
the  tumor,  ordered  ice  to  be  applied 
to  it,  a  large  dose  of  castor  oil  to  be 
administered,  and  blood  to  be  taken 
from  a  vein.  This  treatment  failing, 
he  introduced  a  bougie,  thickly  be- 
smeared with  purified  opium,  into 
the  urethra ;  soon  after  which  the 
patient  fell  asleep,  during  which  the 
rupture  disappeared,  and  soon  after 
awaking,  he  had  two  foetal  evacua- 
tions.— We  should  certainly  have 
given  a  preference  to  the  extract  of 
the  belladonna,  and  have  introduced 
it  into  the  rectum,  instead  of  the 
urethra  ;  or  rubbed  a  solution  of  it 
over  the  tumor, — a  practice,  the 
good  effect  of  which  we  have  no- 
ticed in  a  late  number. — lb. 


Locked  Jaw. — An  Italian  journal 
relates  the  case  of  a  woman  affected 
wilh  locked  jaw,  following  a  slight 
wound  of  the  forehead,  which  was 
cured  by  applying  the  acetate  of  mor- 
phine to  a  blistered  surface  on  the 
nape  of  the  neck.  Thus  applied,  it 
speedily  exerted  its  peculiar  anti- 
spasmodic powers,  although,  when 
administered  internally,  it  proved  of 
no  avail. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OP  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON,  ENDING  DECEMBER  3. 


Date.  |Sex.|Age. 


Disease. 


Nov.  25, 
26. 


28. 
29. 


Dec.  1. 


20  yrs 

23 

75 


7  w 


10  mo 
52  yrs 
2 


measles 

throat  distemper 
consumption 
unknown 
lung  fever 


45  yrs  consumption 


scrofula 
consumption 
croup 

Males,  11— Females,  6. 


Date.  )Sex.|Age.  | 


Disease. 


2. 


4  yrs  unknown 


3 
35 
21 

M.  9  mo 
F 
M 
M 


convulsions 
consumption 
dropsy  in  the  head 
convulsions 
5  yrs  croup 
21  jintemperance 
10  mo  infantile 


Stillborn,  3.    Total,  20. 


104 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE. 

THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  at 
BOWDOL\  COLLEGE  will  com- 
mfcnce  on  TUESDAY,  February  23,  1830. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John 

Delamatter,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  J.  D.  Wells, 
M.D. 

Midwifery,  by  James  McKeen,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  P. 
Clkaveland,  M.D. 

The  Anatomical  Cabinet  is  exten- 
sive, and  very  valuable. 

The  Library,  already  one  of  the  best 
Medical  Libraries  in  the  United  States, 
continues  to  be  every  year  enriched  by 
New  Works,  both  foreign  and  domestic. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of 
this  Institution,  is  required  to  present  sa- 
tisfactory evidence  that  he  possesses  a 
good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fees  for  admission  to  all 
the  Lectures  is  $  50.  Graduating  fee, 
including  diploma,  $  10.  There  is  no 
^matriculating  fee.  The  Lectures  continue 
three  months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of 
■ithe  Lecture  term  in  May,  and  at  the  fol- 
lowing Commencement  of  the  College  in 
; September.  A  systematic  course  of  in- 
;Struction,  embracing  Recitations  in  all 
-the  branches  of  Medical  Science,  Demon- 
rstrations,  and  Lectures,  will  be  given  by 
.the  Professors,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  annual  courses  of  Lectures. 

Boarding  may  be  obtained  in  the  Com- 
vmons  Hall  at  a  very  reasonable  price. 
Brunswick^  Dec.  4,  1829. 

Dec.  15. — 4teop. 

CONSOLIDATED  COPAIVA. 

/^OPAIVA  may  be  given  in  this  form 
without  the  least  inconvenience. 
Neither  communicating  taste,  nor  impart- 
ing odor  to  the  breath,  it  is  also  retained 
without  the  least  disquietude  or  uneasi- 
ness to  the  stomach  ;  and  I  am  informed 
by  Dr.  Rosseau,  that  in  large  doses  it 
does  not  purge." — Phil.  Journal  of  Med. 
Sciences. 

See  an  article  in  this  Journal,  Aug.  18th. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

An  excellent  lot  of  European  Leeches, 
which  will  be  sold  at  a  reasonable  price, 
or  applied,  in  any  part  of  Boston  or  in  the 
vicinity. 


For  sale  by  NATHAN  JARVIS,  188 
Washington  Street,  where  Physicians  will 
find  medicines  at  as  reasonable  terms  as 
at  any  place  in  Boston. 

Aug.  25.  eoptf. 

ANATOMICO  -  SURGICAL  DRAW- 
INGS, and  Descriptions  of  all  the 
Surgical  Operations,  according  to  the 
most  approved  methods.  By  L.  J.  Von 
BiERKowsKY.  Translated  from  the  Ger- 
man. In  two  volumes,  and  570  drawings 
on  58  folio  plates. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  PROSPECTUS. 

"  Encouraged  by  the  approbation  of 
the  Medical  Profession,  it  is  proposed  to 
publish  a  work  under  the  present  title." 

"  This  work  contains  570  drawings,  on 
58  plates  folio  ;  to  which  is  annexed,  in 
two  volumes  8vo.  a  concise  explanatioa 
of  each  surgical  operation.  The  plates 
exhibit  not  only  the  parts  interested  in 
operations,  in  their  natural  position  and 
size,  but,  what  is  much  more  important, 
represent  the  different  acts  or  stages  of  the 
whole  operation,  while  others  exhibit  de- 
lineations of  such  morbid  aifections  as 
consist  in  the  change  of  the  natural  posi- 
tion, structure,  color,  &:c.  In  order  to 
afford  the  work  at  a  moderate  price,  the 
plates  will  be  Lithographic  ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  perfect  accuracy,  en- 
gagements have  been  entered  into  for  their 
preparation  in  Berlin,  under  the  especial 
direction  of  two  of  the  most  distinguished 
Professors  of  the  University  of  that  city." 

A  specimen  of  the  translation,  and  the 
plates,  is  deposited  for  inspection  at  the 
Bookstore  of  CARTER  &  HENDEE,  who 
receive  subscriptions  for  the  work. 

Subscribers  will  be  furnished  with  the 
work,  and  the  first' impressions  of  the 
plates,  at  the  price  of  $  30. 

The  subscription  list  will  be  open  until 
the  1st  of  November,  1829,  after  which 
period  the  price  of  the  work  will  be  raised 
to  $  40. 

P.  S.  For  the  accommodation  of  sub- 
scribers the  work  will  be  issued  in  five 
Numbers,  at  $6  each,  payable  on  deli- 
very. Sept.  29.  1S202N1D. 

A TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, by  C.G.  HuFELAND,  Physician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  &;c.,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  &  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 
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VAGINAL  DISCHARGES. 

On  the  Use  of  J^itrate  of  Silver  in 
Vaginal  Discharges. 

By  George  Jewel,  Esq. 

There  are  no  diseases,  to  which 
the  female  system  is  liable,  more 
common,  or,  to  a  superficial  ob- 
server, more  diversified  or  anoma- 
lous in  their  character,  than  those 
which  are  attended  by  vaginal  dis- 
charges. So  intractable,  indeed, 
do  they  sometimes  prove,  as  to  in- 
duce, by  their  long  continuance, 
even  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
the  severest  dyspeptic  symptoms, 
feverish  paroxysms,  hysterical  un- 
easiness, excessive  languor,  and 
emaciation  ;  or,  by  operating  upon 
the  brain  through  the  medium  of 
the  digestive  organs,  occasion  other 
sympathetic  affections,  still  more 
serious  in  their  nature  and  termi- 
nation. 

It  must  be'familiar  to  the  practi- 
tioner, that  every  discharge  which 
issues  from  the  vagina,  not  sangui- 
neous, is  among  females  usually  in- 
cluded in  the  term  Leucorrhoea, 
or  whites.'*  There  is  also  a 
very  popular  opinion  that  vaginal 
discharges  have  their  origin  in  con- 
stitutional or  local  debility  :  hence 
a  complaint  of  this  kind  is  denomi- 
nated a  "  weakness."  That  such 
a  term  should  be  employed  to  per- 
petuate an  error  in  practice,  is  to 
be  lamented ;  for  I  believe,  if  we 
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investigate  into  the  pathology  of 
leucorrhoea,  we  shall  find,  for  the 
most  part,  general  or  local  increas- 
ed action  to  be  the  exciting  cause. 

It  would  appear,  from  a  strict 
investigation  into  the  numerous 
causes  of  leucorrhoeal  complaints 
which  have  fallen  under  my  obser- 
vation, that  one  uterine  affection 
gives  rise  to  vaginal  discharge  more 
frequently  than  any  other, — name- 
ly, a  subacute  or  chronic  infiam- 
mation  of  the  cervix  uteri.  I  am 
disposed  to  believe,  also,  that  very 
many  of  such  cases  are  mistaken 
for  carcinoma  uteri,  and  that,  in 
consequence,  either  no  remedies 
are  prescribed,  or  a  very  inefficient 
mode  of  practice  is  adopted.  I  am 
aware  that,  in  many  cases,  the 
train  of  symptoms  about  to  be  no- 
ticed may  be  attributed- to  an  irri- 
table condition  of  the  uterus,  so 
ably  described  by  Dr.  Gooch.  I 
cannot,  however,  easily  relinquish 
the  opinion  I  had  originally  enter- 
tained upon  the  subject,  namely, 
that  inflammation,  either  of  the 
chronic  or  subacute  kind,  of  the 
cervix  uteri  is,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  the  exciting  cause  of  vaginal 
discharge.  The  distinction,  howe- 
ver, although  pathologically  recog- 
nised, cannot,  I  conceive,  be  mate- 
rial in  practice  :  indeed,  this  will 
be  obvious  to  the  talented  author 
himself,  whose  mode  of  practice, 
in  cases  of  irritable  uterus,  appears 
precisely  applicable  to  cases  of 
chronic  uterine  affections  generally. 
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Again,  in  some  cases  it  may  be 
difficult  to  discriminate  between 
such  diseases  as  I  have  alluded  to, 
and  incipient  scirrhous  drsorganiza- 
tion.  The  following  remarks  will 
probably  assist  the  young  practi- 
tioner in  his  diagnosis  : — 

This  inflammation  of  the  cervix 
uteri,  like  scirrhus  or  other  organic 
disease  of  the  uterine  system,  at- 
tacks occasionally  at  the  period  of 
life  when  the  catamenia  are  about 
to  cease;  but  I  have  more  frequent- 
ly found  it  to  exist  in  married  wo- 
men, from  the  age  of  twenty-six  or 
twenty-seven  to  that  of  forty,  and 
very  recently  I  have  seen  several 
severe  cases  occurring  in  young 
married  females,  within  three 
months  after  the  birth  of  the  first 
child.  The  local  symptoms  in 
both  diseases  are  very  nearly  allied, 
ramely,  occasional  lancinating  pain, 
more  or  less  acute,  through  the 
region  of  the  uterus,  with  a  con- 
stant dull  kind  of  pain  about  the 
inferior  portion  of  the  sacrum,  the 
hip,  or  groin  ;  attended  also  by  an 
irritable  bladder,  or  frequent  desire 
to  void  the  urine,  and  in  some  se- 
verer cases  by  tenesmus.  The 
vaginal  discharge  is  of  a  milky  or 
cream  like  color,  and  is  commonly, 
but  particularly  in  the  more  acute 
cases,  mixed  with  a  dark-colored 
or  grumous  secretion.  Upon  mak- 
ing an  examination  per  vaginam  in 
this  disease,  the  os  uteri  will  not 
be  found  opened  to  the  same  extent 

in  carcinoma,  nor  will  its  margin 
present  the  same  cartilaginous 
hardness  to  the  touch.  The  pain 
does  not  appear  to  be  situated  in 
the  edges  of  the  os  uteri,  *as  de- 
scribed by  Mr.  Burns,  but  in  the 
cervix,  as  pressure  upon  this  part 
alone  occasions  the  patient  to  com- 
plain. The  uterus  will  be  found 
projecting  lower  in  the  vagina  than 
natural  ;  but  this  will  depend  upon 


the  nature  of  the  complaint  :  the 
more  acute,  the  farther  it  will 
have  descended. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  dwell 
upon  the  routine  practice  usually 
had  recourse  to  in  uterine  diseases; 
such  as  the  local  abstraction  of 
blood,  perfect  rest,  narcotics,  the 
warm  bath,  &c.  ;  but  rather  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  profession 
to  a  therapeutical  agent,  which  I 
believe  has  never,  or  to  a  very  li- 
mited extent,  been  employed  in 
such  cases,  namely,  the  nitrate  of 
silver,  applied  directly  to  the  part 
affected  ;  a  practice  which  1  have 
been  led  to  adopt,  from  having  so 
frequently  witnessed  the  extensive 
and  healthy  changes  which  have 
resulted  from  the  application  of 
this  remedy  to  the  different  mucous 
tissues,  when  their  secreting  sur- 
faces had  taken  on  a  disordered  or 
unhealthy  action.  The  mode  I 
have  adopted  in  its  application  has 
been  either  to  conceal  it  in  a  silver 
tube,  upon  the  same  principle 
as  it  is  employed  in  cases  of  stric- 
ture (except  that  the  tube  should 
be  adapted  to  the  size  of  the  caus- 
tic), or  in  the  form  of  solution,  in 
the  proportion  of  three  grains  to 
the  ounce  of  water,  the  strength 
being  gradually  increased.  A  bit 
of  sponge,  firmly  and  neatly  tied  to 
a  piece  of  whalebone,  is  to  be 
moistened  w^ith  the  solution,  and 
carefully  introduced  into  the  vagina 
up  to  the  OS  and  cervix  uteri. 
This  mode  of  application  is  pre- 
ferable to  the  injection,  and  can 
easily  be  effected  by  the  patient 
herself.  The  application  should 
be  frequently  made,  or  no  perma- 
nent good  can  be  anticipated. 

The  following  cases,  which  I 
have  selected  from  others  in  con- 
sequence of  their  having  been  un- 
usually protracted  and  severe,  will 
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exhibit  the  mode  of  treatment 
successfully  practised. 

I.  Feb.  24th.— Mrs.  C,  aet. 
thirty-three,  had  been  delivered, 
three  years  ago,  of  a  healthy 
child,  after  an  easy  labor.  For 
the  last  two  years  and  a  half,  she 
has  been  subject  to  constant  and 
profuse  leucorrha3al  discharge, 
with  frequent  and  shooting  pains 
through  the  region  of  the  uterus, 
and  about  the  right  groin,  with 
occasional  dysuria  and  tenesmus. 
The  general  health  is  greatly 
disturbed  ;  bowels  irregular,  with 
loss  of  appetite.  Upon  making 
an  examination  per  vaginam, 
pressure  of  the  finger  upon  the 
cervix  uteri  occasioned  consider- 
able pain,  which,  in  subsequent 
examinations,  often  continued  se- 
veral minutes  after  the  finger  had 
been  withdrawn.  The  os  uteri 
was  not  indurated,  but  considera- 
bly more  open  than  natural.  She 
had  been  under  the  care  of  seve- 
ral respectable  practitioners,  and 
the  impression  on  her  mind  was 
that  she  was  laboring  under  can- 
cer of  the  womb. 

In  the  first  instance  the  usual 
mode  of  treatment  was  adopted  : 
blood  was  abstracted  by  means  of 
cupping  from  over  the  inferior 
portion  of  the  sacrum,  to  the 
amount  of  eight  ounces,  and  re- 
peated three  times,  with  an  in- 
terval between  each  of  about 
three  weeks.  She  had  taken 
aperients  frequently,  and  injec- 
tions of  various  kinds  had  been 
used  with  little  or  no  benefit. 

July  2d.-— The  nitrate  of  silver 
was  conveyed  by  means  of  the 
tube,  and  applied  to  the  cervix 
uteri  for  the  space  of  a  minute, 
which  occasioned  no  degree  of 
pain,  except  what  might  have 
been  produced  by  the  introduction 
of  the  finger. 


6th.— The  nitrate  of  silver 
again  applied  as  before. 

9th. — The  discharge  has  dimi- 
nished, but  the  pains  not  having 
abated,  eight  leeches  were  or- 
dered to  be  applied  to  the  right 
groin. 

12th. — The  nitrate  of  silver 
again  applied. 

18lh. — The  discharge  is  lessen- 
ed considerably  ;  and  the  patient 
now  expresses  a  belief  that  she 
shall  soon  be  restored  to  health, 
having  previously  imagined  her 
case  to  be  hopeless.  The  nitrate 
of  silver  again  applied. 

27th. — The  pain  is  relieved  ; 
general  health  is  improved,  and 
she  sleeps  well  at  night.  The 
nitrate  of  silver  applied  in  the 
usual  manner.    It  is  necessary 
to  observe,  that  she  has  taken  the 
hyoscyamus  at  night  (one  drachm 
of  the  tincture),  and  the  bowels 
have  been  regulated  by  aperients. 
The  following  tonic  has  been  pre- 
scribed : — 
R.  Infus.  Rosae  g  viiss. 
Sulph.  Quininae  3i. 
Elix.  Vitriol   3i.    M.  fiat  mist, 
sumantur  cochlearia  duo  ainpla 
ter  in  die. 

August  8th. — The  discharge  is 
scarcely  perceivable.  The  ni- 
trate of  silver  applied  as  before. 

25th. — The  patient  is  perfectly 
well,  having  neither  vaginal  dis- 
charge nor  local  pains. 

II.  A  poor  woman,  residing  in 
Gardener's  row,  Westminster, 
about  forty  years  of  age,  having 
several  times  aborted,  had  been 
subject  to  excessive  vaginal  dis- 
charge for  the  last  eighteen 
months,  with  shooting  pains  through 
the  pelvic  region  and  about  the 
coccyx,  and  excessive  itching  of 
the  pudendum.  The  digestive 
function  was  greatly  disturbed, 
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and  the  system  exhibited  evident 
proofs  of  a  highly  disordered  state 
of  the  general  health.  She  had 
taken  for  a  long  period  different 
preparations  of  bark,  steel,  &c., 
and  had  used  various  injections, 
with  little  or  no  benefit.  Blood 
had  also  been  extracted  locally, 
by  means  of  leeches.  Upon  mak- 
ing an  examination  per  vaginam, 
the  cervix  uteri  was  found  in  the 
usual  irritable  and  painful  state, 
the  margin  of  the  os  uteri  being 
perfectly  free  from  induration. 

June  12th. — The  sponge,  as 
before  recommended,  was  intro- 
duced, being  well  saturated  with 
the  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver, 
in  the  proportion  of  three  grains 
to  the  ounce. 

16th. — Applied  as  before. 

19th. — The  leucorrhoeal  dis- 
charge is  thinner,  and  less  in 
quantity.  The  patient  was  di- 
rected to  introduce  the  sponge 
daily  in  the  same  manner. 

30th. — Has  regularly  complied 
with  the  directions  given,  and 
says  she  is  quite  well. 

August  2d. — Has  had  no  return 
of  the  vaginal  discharge,  and  her 
appearance  is  much  improved. 
As  a  matter  of  course,  attention 
has  been  paid  to  the  stale  of  the 
bowels,  and  the  general  health. 

A  case  of  still  greater  severity 
has  recently  fallen  under  my  no- 
tice, which  resisted  for  a  very 
long  period  all  the  means  which 
had  been  tried  by  several  eminent 
practitioners.  At  length  the  io- 
dine was  administered,  under  the 
influence  of  which,  together  with 
the  application  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver,  the  disease  gradually  yield- 
ed, and  the  patient  is  now  in  per- 
fect health. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  paper 
without  remarking  that  there  is 


nothing  more  empirical  than  to 
hold  up  a  particular  remedy  as  a 
specific  in  the  cure  of  disease,  or 
to  expect  it  invariably  to  exert 
its  curative  influence  upon  the 
function  or  structure  of  an  organ, 
under  all  the  diversified  circum- 
stances of  morbid  action.  Let  it 
not  be  imagined  that  I  place  such 
implicit  confidence  upon  the  ni- 
trate of  silver,  as  to  expect  it  to 
eradicate,  as  if  by  magic,  all  such 
diseases  as  those  to  which  I  have 
adverted  :  at  the  same  time  I 
confidently  believe  that,  if  it  be 
judiciously  applied  where  the 
vaginal  discharge  has  its  origin, 
or  is  kept  up  by  inflammation  of 
the  cervix  uteri  or  vagina,  or  by 
the  irritable  uterus,  and,  when 
general  principles  have  not  been 
neglected,  there  is  no  remedy  so 
likely  to  afford  such  immediate 
and  permanent  relief. — London 
Med.  and  Pliys.  Journal. 

II. 

TOOTHACII, — TARTAR. 

In  a  late  work  on  the  Anatomy, 
Physiology,  and  Diseases  of  the 
Teelh,  by  Thomas  Bell,  F.R.S.  F.L. 
S.,  &c.,  we  find  the  following  remarks 
on  the  treatment  of  that  extremely 
painful  affection,  the  tooihacb.  Mr. 
Bell  is  well  known  as  a  Lecturer  on 
the  teeth  at  Guy-s  Hospital,  London. 

Of  the  few  local  applications  which 
are  found  useful  in  this  malady,  the 
following,  he  says,  are  perhaps  the 
most  efficacious  : — 

R.  Aluminis  3i- 

Spir.iEther.  Nitricifgss.  Misce. 
R.  Acid.  Muriat.  f  3ss. 

Aquae  distillatae  f  3  ij.  Misce. 
R.  Argenti  Nitrat.  gr.  i. 

Aquae  distillatae  f  3  i.  Misce. 
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A  small  bit  of  lint,  wetted 
with  either  of  these  liquids,  may 
be  frequently  introduced  into  the 
cavity,  which  should  be  carefully 
dried  previous  to  each  applica- 
tion. 

It  is  however  only  by  treat- 
ing this  affection,  as  nearly  as  the 
circumstances  will  admit,  upon 
the  same  principles  as  inflamma- 
tion in  other  parts,  that  any  relief 
can,  in  general,  be  rationally  ex- 
pected. In  those  attacks,  there- 
fore, in  which  the  inflammation  is 
considerable,  and  there  is  any 
particular  reason  for  preserving 
the  tooth,  leeches  should  be  free- 
ly and  repeatedly  applied  to  the 
gum,  the  bleeding  being  encou- 
raged by  repeatedly  holding  warm 
water  in  the  mouth.  After  the 
inflammation  and  pain  are  thus 
reduced,  should  the  nerve  be  only 
in  a  small  part  exposed,  the  means 
already  mentioned  for  diminishing 
its  sensibility  may  be  had  recourse 
to.  But  the  hope  of  relief  which 
these  remedies  may,  from  occa- 
sional success,  hold  out,  is  in  most 
instances  completely  fallacious, 
and  the  extraction  of  the  tooth 
can  alone  be  depended  upon. 

Respecting  the  operation  of  cut- 
ting, or  rather  breaking  off  the  de- 
cayed teeth,  which  has  recently  ob- 
tained among  some  highly  respecta- 
ble dentists,  Mr.  Bell  says  : — 

It  is  an  operation  irrational 
in  its  principle,  often  useless  in 
its  immediate  effects,  and  in  its 
consequences  most  pernicious. 
It  has  always  appeared  to  me  to 
place  the  operator  in  a  dilemma 
of  evils.  The  object,  I  presume, 
is  to  cut  through,  or,  more  pro- 
perly, to  break  off  the  tooth  so 
low  as  to  remove  the  whole  of 
the  crown,  including  the  cavity 
which  contains  the  pulp  or  mem- 


brane. If  this  object  be  effect- 
ed, the  consequence  is  that  the 
dead  roots  remain  in  the  alveoli  ; 
and  these,  if  not  immediately 
productive  of  pain,  may  yet  be 
expected  to  occasion  much  future 
suffering  as  extraneous  irritating 
bodies.  Every  one  knows  what 
is  the  usual  result  of  the  exist- 
ence of  dead  roots  in  the  jaw, 
when  they  have  been  left  either 
by  accident  in  an  attempt  at  ex- 
traction, or  by  the  gradual  decay 
of  the  crown  ;  and  it  is  surely  too 
much  to  adopt  as  an  useful  ope- 
ration, that  which  every  one  de- 
precates as  an  accidental  occur- 
rence. 

If,  on  the  other  hand, — as  in- 
deed it  frequently  happens, — the 
object  aimed  at  be  not  fulfilled, 
the  case  is  placed  in  a  situation 
incomparably  worse  than  before, 
the  nerve  being  still  more  expos- 
ed, and  the  hope  of  the  ready  and 
easy  extraction  taken  away  by 
the  loss  of  that  part  of  the  tooth 
which  would  have  afforded  a  solid 
support  for  the  instrument. 

2^ar^«r.acciunulating  on  ihe  teeth, 
is  doubtless  the  cause  of  much  dis- 
ease in  these  useftd  instruments.— » 
On  this  subject  Mr.  Bell  remarks 
that— 

The  constant  use  of  a  tooth- 
brush will,  in  many  cases,  be  suf- 
ficient to  keep  the  teeth  free 
from  tartar.  The  brush  should 
not  be  very  hard,  as  it  will  not 
only  be  more  difficult  to  clean 
the  interstices  between  the  teeth, 
— the  part  in  which  the  tartar  is 
most  likely  to  be  deposited, — but, 
by  its  friction,  will  occasion  the 
gradual  absorption  of  the  gum, 
and  the  exposure  of  the  necks  of 
the  teeth.  The  hair  of  the  brush 
should  be  firm  and  elastic,  and  not 
too  closely  set.    The  teeth  should 
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be  thoroughly  brushed  in  every 
part,  at  least  night  and  morning, 
and  the  mouth  always  rinsed  after 
each  meal.  In  those  constitutions 
jn  which  there  is  a  particular 
tendency  to  form  tartar,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  have  recourse  to 
some  simple  tooth-powder,  such 
as  prepared  chalk,  or  any  other 
substance  equally  simple  and  soft; 
it  may,  in  some  cases,  be  desira- 
ble to  combine  with  it  a  small 
proportion  of  the  bone  of  the  cut- 
tle-fish very  finely  powdered,  and, 
if  the  gums  are  spongy  and  lax  in 
their  texture,  a  little  alum,  pow- 
dered myrrh,  or  bark,  may  be 
added  with  advantage.  Many  of 
the  tooth-powders  which  are  of- 
fered for  sale,  with  the  promise 
of  rendering  the  teeth  beautifully 
white,  perform  for  a  time  all  that 
is  promised,  at  the  expense  of 
permanent  and  irremediable  inju- 
ry to  the  teeth  ;  for  they  often 
contain  a  quantity  of  tartaric  or 
other  acid,  which  effects  a  gra- 
dual decomposition  of  the  enamel. 
The  use  of  acids  to  the  teeth 
cannot  be  too  strongly  deprecated. 
Even  where  it  is  necessary  to 
administer  acid  medicine,  it  is  of 
considerable  consequence  that  it 
should  be  taken  through  a  glass 
tube,  to  prevent  it  from  acting 
upon  the  enamel  of  the  teeth. 
For  want  of  this  simple  precau- 
tion, the  teeth  are  very  often  ir- 
remediably injured  by  the  use  of 
this  class  of  remedies. 

The  tartar  is  to  be  removed 
by  means  of  instruments  adapted 
for  the  purpose,  and  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  scaling  in- 
struments. They  are  of  several 
forms,  accommodated  to  the  dif- 
ferent situations  from  w^hich  the 
tartar  is  to  be  removed,  and  should 
be  highly  tempered,  and  the  edges 
kept  bharp  and  hard.    It  is  of 


consequence  that  every  particle 
of  it  should  be  taken  away,  not 
only  from  the  external  and  inter- 
nal surface  of  the  teeth,  but  also 
between  them  ;  for  if  it  be  suffer- 
ed to  remain  in  any  part,  it  forms 
a  nucleus,  around  which  a  further 
accumulation  will  be  immediately 
deposited.  When  the  tartar  ex- 
ists inconsiderable  quantities,  and 
especially  if  the  teeth  are  at  all 
loosened,  it  is  proper  to  remove 
it  at  different  times,  with  an  in- 
terval of  some  days,  that  the  teeth 
may  recover  from  the  efl'ects  of 
the  first  operation  before  the  se- 
cond is  performed  ;  and  in  order 
that  they  may  receive  as  much 
benefit  as  possible  from  this  plan, 
the  tartar  which  is  formed  around 
the  necks  of  the  teeth,  and  which 
has  been  the  cause  of  the  loss  of 
the  gum,  and  the  consequent  loos- 
ening of  the  teeth,  should  be  first 
removed,  which  will  allow  of  the 
gum  being  partially  restored,  and 
the  teeth  rendered,  in  some  mea- 
sure, firmer,  and  capable  of  bear- 
ing, without  injury,  the  subsequent 
operation.  In  the  mean  time, 
this  object  will  be  much  assisted 
by  the  frequent  use  of  some  as- 
tringent lotion,  according  to  either 
of  the  following  formulae  : — 

R.  Aluminis  3iss. 

Tinct.  Myrrhse  f3iij. 

Mist.  Caniphorae  f^vss.  Misce. 
R.  Vini  Rubri  Lusiian. 

Mist.  Camphorae  aa  f  3  ii.  Misce. 
R.  Infusi  Rosse  f  5  ii. 

Decoct.  Ciuchoiiae  f 3  iv.  Misce. 

III. 

RESTORATION  OF  A  GREAT  PORTION  OF 
THE  CHEEK   BV  OPERATION. 

A  CHILD,  nine  years  of  age,  was 
affected  with  gangrenous  inflam- 
mation, which  destroyed  the  soft 
parts  constituting  the  lower  half 
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of  the  right  cheek,^and  extending 
from  the  symphysis  to  the  angle 
of  the  lower  jaw.    The  breach 
of  surface  was  I  1-2  inch  in  dia- 
meter in  every  direction.    It  left 
but  a  few  lines  of  the  commissure 
of  the  lips,  and  anteriorly  was 
blended  with  the  opening  of  the 
mouth.    Backwards,  it  terminat- 
ed a  third  of  an  inch  from  the  an- 
terior border  of  the  masseter  ; 
beneath,  it  nearly  reached  the 
basis  of  the  jaw.    In  the  centre 
of  the  opening  was  seen  the  tongue, 
which  had  formed  preternatural 
adhesions  by  which  its  movements 
were  impeded,  and  mastication 
and  deglutition  rendered  difficult. 
Another  inconvenience,  still  more 
formidable,  was  the  constant  es- 
cape of  ihe  saliva.    M.  Dupuy- 
tren  tried,  about  two  months  ago, 
to  destroy  the  adhesions  of  ihe 
tongue,  but  his  efforts  have  been 
nea'i'ly  unavailing,  as  it  has  always 
united  itself  again  to  the  edges  of 
the  perforation.    About  the  ijiid- 
dle  of  August,  he  directed  his  at- 
tention to  the  removal  of  the  gap 
by  which  the  saliva  escaped.  His 
plan  was  to  borrow  a  flap  of  skin 
from  the  neck,  to  twist  it,  and 
apply  it  to  the  opening,  havmg 
tirst  cut  the  edges,  so  as  to  afford 
a  raw  surface.     M.  Serres,  a 
young  surgeon,  of  Montpellier, 
who^saw  the  patient,  suggested  a 
proceeding   analogous    to  that 
adopted  for  hare-lip.    Tol  this, 
M.  Dupuytren  objected  that  the 
cicatrix  thus  fforuied  would  be 
kept  constantly  on  the  stretch, 
and  that  this  would  cause  irrita- 
tion, if  not  disorganization.  At 
the  same  time,  he  acknowledged 
the  risk  of  the^flap  sloughing,  and 
that,  even  if  it  united  well,  it 
would  still  be  without  the  bucci- 
nator muscle. 

On  the  30th  of  August,  M. 


Dupuytren  performed  the  follow- 
in/operation  :--IIe  traced  a  flap 
on  the  lateral  and  upper  part  ot 
the  neck,  anterior  to  the  slerno- 
mastoideus  ;  and  having  cut  tae 
edges  of  the  breach  in  the  cheek, 
he  dissected  the  flap  with  care, 
avoiding  to  wound  the  externnl 
iu<-ular%ein  ;  then  twisted  it  on 
its  pedicle,  and  fixed  it  by  hve 
points  of  suture.    The  wound  la 
the  neck  was  immediately  united 
by  means  of  three  needles  :  the 
operation  was  long  and  painful. 
One  or  two  small  arteries  were 
tied,  and  the  patient  replaced  m 
bed,  without  any  dressings  having 
been  applied.     The  first  night 
was  passed  without  accident  \  the 
child  had  some  hours  sleep. 

Sept.  2d.--Moderate  fever. 
The  flap  is  alive  ;  some  points  of 
suppuration  on  its  edges. 

During  the  night  of  the  2-3d, 
some    delirium.  Inflammatiou 
more  intense.    The  flap  begin- 
ning to  separate  from  the  lower 
part,  in  consequence  of  the  suture 
tearing  through  the  lip,  it  vvas 
retained  by  straps.    Next  night, 
delirium  more  severe  ;  the  flap 
separated  at  another  point,  and 
the  opening  extending  betvveen 
the  two  presented  a  vertical  se- 
paration about  an  inch  long.     1  he 
fever  now  ran  high,  and  ihe  sup- 
puration became  fetid.    The  pos- 
terior and  upper  part  of  the  flap 
appeared  to  live,  and  to  have 
contracted  from  adhesions.  Ihe 
external  edge  seemed  to  be  dead. 
All  the  sutures  were  now  remov- 
ed, and  the  parts  supported  by 
means  of  straps. 

5tli._-The  symptoms  abated  ; 
some  points  of  suppuration  conti- 
nue on  the  edge  of  the  flap,  but 
the  success  of  the  operation  is 
secure,  with  the  exception  of  the 
separation  above  meationed,which 
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will  admit  of  remedy  by  the  com- 
mon process  for  hare-lip. 

22d.— The  consolidation  of  the 
parts  being  complete,  the  edges 
of  the  aperture  which  remained 
were  pared  and  brought  together 
with  four  twisted  sutures.  After 
this  the  case  went  on  well,  and 
the  only  remaining  evil  is  the  ad- 
hesions of  the  tongue.  These,  M. 
Dupuytren  means,  if  possible,  to 
destroy. — La  Lancette. 


IV. 

APOPLEXY  OF  THE  EYE. 

Apoplexies  have  prodigiously 
increased  since  the  time  of  Laen- 
nec  ; — thus  we  have  apoplexy  of 
the  lungs,  of  the  liver,  of  the 
skin,  &c  ;  and  to  these  we  are 
now,  it  seems,  to  add  apoplexy 
of  the  eye. — Louisa  Martin,  aged 
45,  ceased  to  menstruate  during 
three  months,  without  inconve- 
nience. She  had  suffered  some 
injury  of  the  eyes,  in  early  life, 
from  smallpox,  and  had  always 
had  weak  sight.  To  these  symp- 
toms had  lately  been  added  some 
appearance  of  incipient  cataract, 
and  within  the  last  twenty  days 
she  had  been  aflected  with  an 
acute  and  permanent  pain  in  the 
right  side  of  the  head,  with  throb- 
bing. Besides  this,  however, 
there  was  no  change  in  the  habi- 


tual state  of  her  eyes  till  the  night 
of  the  28-  9th  of  August,  when  she 
experienced  a  sharp  pricking  in 
the  right  eye,  giving  the  sensation 
of  a  foreign  body,  which  she  en- 
deavored to  get  rid  of  by  rubbing 
the  part.  In  the  morning  she 
found  that  the  sight  of  that  eye 
was  lost.  She  applied  fomenta- 
tions of  rose  water,  and  afterwards 
cold  spirits  and  water,  without 
avail.  On  the  6th  of  September 
she  was  admitted  at  La  Charite. 
The  ball  of  the  eye  was  slightly 
tumefied  ;  the  vessels  of  the  con- 
junctiva injected  ;  the  cornea  of 
the  affected  side  more  prominent 
than  the  other,  and  perceptibly 
softer  ;  behind  it  was  seen  an  ef- 
fusion of  blood,  occupying  the 
lower  part  of  the  anterior  cham- 
ber, changing  its  place  with  the 
movements  of  the  head,  and  rising 
to  a  level  with  the  edge  of  the 
pupil.  The  headach  and  pricking 
continued  but  slightly.  The  pulse 
was  natural,  but  there  were  night 
sweats. 

As  this  patient  exhibited,  at 
the  same  time,  signs  of  gastric 
disturbance,  an  emetic  was  order- 
ed on  the  7th  ;  which  was  the 
only  treatment  adopted  till  the 
10th,  when  an  astringent  wash 
w^as  prescribed  ;  but,  as  yet,  the 
blood  effused  has  not  been  re- 
absorbed.— lb. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


TESTS  OF  INFANT  LIFE. 

There  is  probably  no  subject  with- 
in the  range  of  medical  jurispru- 
dence which  has  been  more  agitated, 
than  that  of  the  tests  by  which  the  ex- 
tra-uterine life  of  the  infant  is  to  be 


determined  from  post  mortem  exami- 
nation. The  following  considerations 
on  this  topic  are  abridged  from  an 
interesting  article  in  the  London 
Medical  and  Physical  Journal. 

Of  the  great  changes  which  take 
place  in  the  functions  of  the  animal 
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economy  in  passing  from  the  fetal  to 
the  vital  state,  there  are  some  which 
being  accompanied  or  followed  by  or- 
ganic changes,  leave  a  greater  or  less 
degree  of  evidence  by  which  they  can 
be  recognized.  These  regard  the 
functions  of  respiration,  of  circula- 
tion, and  of  digestion.  The  tests  of 
extra-uterine  life  may  therefore  he 
considered  under  this  threefold  di- 
vision. 

The  effects  of  respiration  are  pro- 
duced partly  on  the  lungs,  and  partly 
on  the  cavity  in  which  they  are  con- 
tained. The  change  in  the  thorax 
regards  its  size  and  form  ;  that  in  the 
lungs  regards  their  color  and  consist- 
ence, their  absolute  and  specific 
weight,  and  their  size  and  situation. 

1.  The  diameter  of  the  thorax  in 
both  directions  is  increased  after  this 
function  has  commenced.  An  en- 
largement also  takes  place  in  this 
cavity  from  above  downward,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  decrease  of  the  con- 
cavity of  the  diaphragm. 

2.  In  fetuses  which  have  never 
breathed,  the  lungs  are  for  the  most 
part  of  a  dark  red  color,  which  is 
more  remarkable  posteriorly  on  ac- 
count of  the  subsidence  of  the  blood. 
In  those  whose  lungs  have  been  arti- 
ficially inflated,  the  color  anteriorly 
is  paler.  Where  some  effort  has  been 
made  at  respiration,  the  general  co- 
lor is  the  same,  but  a  few  spots  of  a 
cinnabar-red  color  are  discernible  in 
certain  portions  of  the  pulmonary 
tissue.  Where  respiration  has  con- 
tinued for  a  short  time,  the  general 
color  is  paler  red,  and  the  spots  are 
more  numerous.  Where  this  func- 
tion has  been  perfectly  established, 
the  pale  red  color  predominates,  with 


numerous  spots  and  patches  of  the 
cinnabar-red  color,  and  with  a  darker 
hue  in  the  posterior  part,  in  which 
the  blood  has  settled. 

3.  The  density  of  the  lungs  is  very 
greatly  altered  by  the  establishment 
of  this  function.  In  the  fetus  which 
has  never  breathed,  the  lungs  are 
firm  and  compact,  like  the  liver;  no 
crepitation  takes  place  on  cutting  in- 
to them,  neither  do  they  emit  air 
when  subjected  to  pressure  under 
water.  Where  artificial  inflation  has 
been  employed,  or  respiration  has 
been  imperfectly  established,  the  up- 
per lobe  of  the  right  lung  will  be 
found  to  crepitate,  and  will  yield  air 
on  pressure.  Where  respiration  has 
been  fully  established,  these  pheno- 
mena will  occur  in  every  portion  of 
the  lungs.  In  this  case  innumerable 
air  cells  will  be  found  in  each  part 
which  is  examined;  distinct  crepita- 
tion will  occur  on  dissection  ;  and 
upon  pressure  under  the  surface  of 
water,  numerous  air  bubbles,  mixed 
with  froth,  will  rise  to  the  surface. 

4.  The  absolute  weight  of  the 
lungs  is  greater  after  respiration  has 
occurred,  and  the  circulation  through 
these  organs  established.  In  order, 
however,  to  render  this  test  available, 
the  weight  of  the  lungs  must  be  taken 
in  connection  with  some  circum- 
stance which  indicates  the  magnitude 
of  the  fetus.  The  weight  of  the 
whole  body  most  obviously  suggests 
itself  as  the  standard  ;  but  this  in  fact 
varies  much  more  than  that  of  the 
lungs  ;  and  a  more  convenient  and 
accurate  denominator  is  furnished  by 
the  length  in  inches.  A  table,  found- 
ed on  this  principle,  and  exhibiting 
the  weights  corresponding  to  non- 
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respiration,  imperfect  and  perfect 
breathing,  the  length  being  a  given 
number  of  inches,  has  been  prepared 
by  Mr.  Berndt. 

5.  As  regards  specific  gravity,  it  is 
established,  that  according  as  respi- 
ration has  or  has  not  been  present, 
the  lungs  will  swim  or  sink  in  water. 
When  respiration  has  been  perfect, 
they  are  sufficiently  light  to  float  the 
heart.  The  fallacy  arising  from  the 
occurrence  of  putrefaction,  and  the 
consequent  evolution  of  gases,  must 
here  be  guarded  against. 

6.  The  size  of  the  lungs  is  the  last 
criterion  to  be  considered  in  this 
connection.  Previous  to  respiration, 
these  organs  cover  the  posterior  part 
of  the  chest,  and  half  the  arch  of  the 
diaphragm,  extending  so  as  merely 
to  touch  the  pericardium.  Their  ex- 
tent increases  as  the  function  is  es- 
tablished ;  and  when  breathing  has 
been  perfect,  they  occupy  the  sides 
of  the  cavity,  embrace  the  pericar- 
•dium,  and  cover  the  whole  arch  of 
the  diaphragm. 

The  second  great  function  from 
which  is  obtained  a  test  of  the  res- 
piration is,  as  has  been  stated,  the 
circulation  of  the  blood.  The  most 
obvious  organic  change  produced 
from  this  cause,  takes  place  in  the 
d-uctus  arteriosus.  This  tube,  which 
is  open  in  the  fetus  with  a  diameter 
equal  to  that  of  a  goose-quill,  gradu- 
ally contracts  after  birth,  and  in  from 
two  to  three  weeks  is  usually  oblite- 
rated. 

The  last  function  to  be  mentioned 
is  the  digestion,  and  the  structural 
changes  connected  with  it,  occurring 
in  the  liver  and  ductus  arantii.  The 
liver  lessens  in  magnitude  after  birth, 
but    rfot   uniformly.     The  ductus 


arantii  contracts  gradually,  and  be- 
comes imperforate  about  the  sixth  day. 

The  following  summary  of  the 
grounds  on  which  the  respiration 
may  be  presumed  to  have  been  per- 
fectly established,  is  well  calculated  to 
assist  the  memory  of  the  practitioner. 

It  may  be  concluded  that  the  child 
has  lived  for  a  certain  period  after 
birth,  and  has  breathed  perfectly, — 

1.  When  the  transverse  diameter 
of  the  thorax  is  from  three  to  four 
and  a  half  inches  ;  the  direct  from 
three  to  three  and  a  half ;  and  the 
level  of  the  arching  of  the  diaphragm 
is  between  the  sixth  and  seventh  ribs. 

2.  When  the  color  of  the  lungs  is 
generally  pale,  with  numerous  cin- 
nabar-red spots,  stripes  and  edges  ; 
and  dark  red  on  their  posterior  sur- 
face, on  account  of  the  subsidence 
of  the  blood. 

3.  When  innumerable  cells,  dis- 
tended with  air,  and  collected  into 
insular  groups,  are  plainly  visible  on 
the  surface  ;  and  when  the  substance 
of  the  lungs  is  everywhere  expanded 
and  spongy,  crepitating  audibly  when 
cut,  and  yielding  air-bubbles  and 
froth,  under  the  surface  of  water. 

4.  When  the  absolute  weight  of 
the  lungs,  as  compared  with  the 
length  of  the  body,  is  manifestly  and 
considerably  increased. 

5.  When  the  lungs  even  in  con- 
nection with  the  heart, — each  lobe 
separately,  and  each  portion  of  it 
when  divided, — float  under  the 
strongest  pressure,  and  are  consi- 
derably lighter  than  water. 

6.  When  the  lungs  quite  fill  the 
lateral  parts  of  the  thoracic  cavity, 
their  anterior  edges  covering  the 
side  of  the  pericaidium,  and  their 
under  ^uiface  the  whole  arch  of  the 
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diaphragm ;  when  their  edges  are 
everywhere  rounded,  and  the  ligu- 
late  elongations  of  the  right  middle 
and  left  upper  lobes  are  shorter  and 
obtuse. 

7.  When  the  length  of  the  arterial 
canal  is  contracted  to  some  lines,  its 
thickness  to  that  of  a  crow-quill,  while 
the  thickness  of  the  two  pulmonary 
arteries  is  equal  to  that  of  a  goose- 
quill. 

8.  When  the  stomach  occupies  a 
completely  transverse  position,  and 
is  either  freed  from  the  albuminous 
matters  which  it  contains  in  a  fetal 
state,  or  presents  traces  of  milk,  and 
other  extraneous  matters  ;  when  the 
bowels  are  in  pnrt  or  altogether  freed 
from  meconium,  and,  instead  of  it, 
contain  yellowish  feces  ;  and  when 
the  urinary  bladder  is  empty. 

The  table  of  Prof.  Berndt,  above 
alluded  to,  is  as  follows  : — 

1.    Where  the  length  is  from  15  to  18 
inches 

The  weight  of  the  lungs  in  still- 


born Males  is       -       -  3viijss. 

In  Females       -  viij. 

After  imperfect  respiration,  in 

Males              -       -  -  xiij. 

In  Females  -  xij. 


After  perfect  respiration,  in  Males  xv. 
In  Females    -  xiv. 

2.    Where  the  length  is  from  18  to  20 
inehts. 

Weight  of  lungs   in  stillborn 

Males  -       -       -       -  3ix. 
In  Females      _       -       .  viijss. 
After   imperfect   respiration,  in 

Males  -       -       -       -  xiijss. 
In  Females      _       -       -  xiij. 
After  perfect  respiration,  in  Males  xvi. 
In  Females  -       -       -       -  xivss. 

2.    Where  the  length  is  from  20  to  22 
inches. 

Weight  in  stillborn  Males    -  3isss. 

In  Females  -       -       -       .  ix. 
After   imperfect    respiration,  in 

Males      -       -       .       -  xiv. 

In  Females  -       -       -  xiijss. 

After  perfect  respiration,  in  Males  xx. 

In  Females         ...  xv. 


GUNSHOT  WOUND. 

A  SINGULAR  case  of  this  kind  is  re- 
lated in  one  of  the  late  numbers  of 
the  Medical  Gazette.  A  man  was 
wounded,  by  the  bursting  of  a  gun, 
nearly  at  the  poiiit  of  insertion  of 
the  pectoral  muscle  in  the  left  arm,, 
and  a  fragment  of  the  lock  was  left 
in  the  wound.  This  fact  was  sus- 
pected by  the  surgeon  who  first  saw 
him,  but  the  foreign  body  could  not 
be  felt  on  examination,  and  so  slight 
was  the  uneasiness  experienced  from 
its  presence,  that  the  patient  was  un- 
willing to  believe  that  it  had  entered 
at  all.  What  uneasiness  was  expe- 
rienced, however,  was  referred  to 
the  angle  of  the  sixth  rib  and  its  vi- 
cinity. There  was  very  little  bleed- 
ing from  the  wound,  but  considerable 
tumefaction  over  the  upper  parts  of 
the  deltoid  and  biceps  muscles.  From 
about  the  fourth  day  the  wound  be- 
came clean,  suppuration  advanced, 
and  the  healing  process  went  on  fa- 
vorably. At  the  end  of  a  fortnight 
from  the  period  of  the  accident,  he 
left  London  for  the  country,  appa- 
rently in  good  health.  During  the 
following  week  he  continued  tolera- 
bly well,  and  pursued  his  usual  avo- 
cations, complaining  only  of  pain  in 
the  side,  below  the  left  scapula,  and 
of  oppressed  breathing,  so  that  he 
could  not  respire  with  comfort  unless 
his  chest  was  supported  by  a  broad 
belt.  On  the  twenty-second  day,  af- 
ter more  than  usual  exertion,  the 
above  symptoms  became  aggravated, 
so  as  to  induce  him  to  call  in  a  sur- 
geon, and  subsequently  a  physician, 
who  resorted  to  the  usual  means  for 
arresting  inflammation, — but  iu  vain. 
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Death  took  place  just  a  month  from 
the  period  of  the  accident. 

On  examination,  the  external 
wound  was  found  not  entirely  heal- 
ed, and  admitted  the  end  of  a  probe 
to  the  depth  of  half  an  inch.  On 
exposing  the  lateral  part  of  the  chest, 
the  only  trace  of  disease  which  could 
be  discovered  was  an  irregularity  of 
the  surface  of  the  sixth  rib,  not  visi- 
bly communicating  with  the  external 
wound.  This  rib  proved  to  be  frac- 
tured, and  its  broken  ends,  although 
in  apposition,  still  ununited.  In  the 
cavity  of  the  chest,  were  firm  adhe- 
sions of  the  left  lobe  to  the  pleura 
costalis,  and  on  the  same  side  were 
found  nearly  three  pints  of  opaque 
serous  fluid,  mixed  with  purulent 
matter,  and  containing  a  fragment  of 
a  gunlock,  two  and  a  quarter  inches 
in  length,  which  penetrated  the  lung 
obliquely  about  one  inch  and  three- 
fourths.  The  rough  extremity  of 
this  fragment  protruded  from  the 
lung,  and  seemed  during  respiration 
to  have  rubbed  against  the  ribs,  which 
-exhibited  an  ulcerated  surface.  It 
was  situated  so  near  the  heart,  that 
in  its  passage  to  the  lung  it  had  graz- 
ed the  pericardium,  the  surface  of 
which  was  sufl*used  with  blood.  The 
substance  of  the  lung,  even  where  it 
had  been  penetrated  by  the  foreign 
body,  exhibited  no  mark  of  disease. 
At  what  period,  and  in  what  manner, 
the  body  found  admittance  into  the 
chest ;  how  the  avenue  through  which 
it  passed  could  be  so  entirely  oblite- 
rated, and  how  it  could  have  remain- 
ed in  contact  with  the  lungs  and  the 
pleura  without  creating  more  irrita- 
tion, are  inquiries  of  considerable  in- 
terest. 


NON-MERCURIAL  TREATMENT  OP 
SYPHILIS. 

The  practice  of  treating  venereal 
cases  without  mercury,  seems  to  have 
its  advocates  among  enlightened  and 
judicious  practitioners  abroad,  as  well 
as  in  this  country.  Dr.  Desruelles, 
of  the  military  hospital  at  Val  de 
Grace,  published,  about  a  year  since, 
a  statement  Df  the  result  of  his  expe- 
rience in  that  establishment,  founded 
upon  minutes  of  more  than  fourteen 
hundred  cases,  which  is  well  deserv- 
ing of  attention.  Dr.  D.'s  conclu- 
sions are  as  follows  : — 1.  That  the 
tendency  of  different  tissues  to  be 
affected  by  venereal  disease,  is  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  blood- 
vessels and  nerves  with  which  they 
are  respectively  furnished  ;  in  other 
words,  to  their  general  susceptibility. 
The  parts  most  liable  to  be  thus  af- 
fected, are  therefore  the  mucous  sur- 
faces ;  next  to  these,  the  skin  ;  and 
next,  the  glandular  apparatus.  The 
fibrous  parts  are  placed  next  in  the 
order  of  susceptibility,  and  the  bones 
last.  2.  That  whatever  medical 
treatment  be  adopted  in  these  cases, 
a  close  adherence  to  vegetable  diet 
and  general  antiphlogistic  regimen, 
is  highly  important.  3.  That  on  a 
careful  comparison  of  the  mercurial 
and  anti-mercurial  treatment,  whe- 
ther accompanied  or  not  with  a  re- 
ference to  the  last  direction,  the  for- 
mer claims  a  decided  preference. 
This  result  is  established  by  a  table, 
in  which  is  stated  the  number  of 
days  required  for  the  cure  of  cases 
under  the  different  modes  of  treat- 
ment referred  to.  The  proportionate 
duration  of  the  cases  treated  with 
and  without  attention  to  regimen, 
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other  circumstances  being  equal,  was 
expressed  by  the  numbers  33  and 
55,  giving  a  difference  of  22  days  in 
favor  of  the  former.  That  of  the 
cases  treated  without  mercury,  and 
with  it,  other  circumstances  equal, 
was  50  and  56.  That  of  those  where 
both  these  favorable  circumstances 
were  combined,  to  those  where  both 
were  wanting,  was  30  to  55,  or  as  6 


to  11.  Opportunities  of  so  exten- 
sive and  accurate  a  comparison  of 
opposite  modes  of  treating  the  same 
disease,  are  not  very  frequent ;  and 
indeed  cannot  be  so.  In  the  present 
instance  the  experiment  seems  to 
have  involved  no  injustice  to  the 
patients  themselves ;  and  the  re- 
sults obtained  are  of  considerable 
value. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  22,  1829. 


Some  inconveniences  and  erroneous 
impressions  having  resulted  from  an 
idea  that  this  Journal  is  under  the 
direction  of  the  Professors  in  the 
School  of  Anatomy  in  this  city,  we 
would  here  repeat  a  notice  we  have 
already  sent  to  several  newspapers, 
that  none  of  these  Professors,  nor  any 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Hospital,  has 
any  control  whatever  over  its  pages. 


SIAMESE  BOYS. 

These  twins  had  not  at  the  last  date 
reached  London. — The  last  London 
Medical  Gazette  contains  Dr.  War- 
ren's account  of  them,  which  had 
been  sent  out  to  some  gentlemen  in 
that  city.  After  giving  the  above- 
mentioned  account  entire,  the  Edi- 
tors of  the  Gazette  add  : — 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  us,  but  that  these  individu- 
als might  be  separated  by  a  very 
simple  operation,  and  almost  with 
the  certainty  of  giving  to  each  the 
advantage  of  a  separate  existence." 


HERMAPHRODISM. 

An  individual  exhibiting  this  unfor- 
tunate irregularity  of  structure  was 
admitted  into  -Charity  ward  of  Guy's 


Hospital,  Sept.  30th,  under  the  care 
of  Dr.  Bright.  She  was  then  suffer- 
ing under  a  severe  form  of  fever, 
which  rendered  her  constantly  deli- 
rious, and  in  a  few  days  proved  fatal. 

On  her  admission,*  and  more  es- 
pecially when,  in  order  to  apply  a 
blister  to  her  head,  it  was  exposed 
and  shaven,  every  one  was  struck 
with  the  coarse  and  masculine  ex- 
pression of  her  countenance  :  this,, 
and  her  somewhal  square  and  mus- 
cular figure,  were  all  the  observa- 
tions relating  to  her  sex  that  were 
made  during  life;  but  the  post-mor- 
tem inspection  disclosed  the  follow- 
ing appearances: — 

A  body  analogous  to  the  penis  was 
observed  immediately  beneath  the 
pubic  arch  ;  not  free  or  pendant,  but 
bound  down  towards  the  perineum  : 
its  length  was  about  2  1-2  inches, 
and  it  terminated  in  a  somewhat 
bulbous  extremity,  a  little  like  the 
glans,  but  without  the  usual  delicacy 
of  cutaneous  organization,  without 
any  perforation  for  the  urethra,  and 
without  a  prepuce.  On  each  side 
of  this  body  there  was  a  considerable 
fulness  of  the  integuments,  at  first 
view  resembling  the  female  labia, 
but  in  reality  analogous  to  the  male 
scrotum,  as,  like  it,  they  contained 


*  Speaking  of  her  as  a  palienl^  we  ad- 
here to  the  sex  then  assumed.  She  was 
admitted  as  Marj  Cannon,  ait.  55  or  60. 
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each  a  small  testis.  This  separation, 
into  its  two  halves,  of"  the  scrotum, 
depended  on  the  penis  being  bound 
down  in  the  median  line,  as  previ- 
ously described.  The  testes  were 
in  size  like  those  of  a  boy  6  or  8 
years  old,  and  were  connected  with 
vasa  deferenlia,  which  were  found 
pervious,  and  considerably  enlarged 
towards  their  termination.  The 
vesicnlae  seminales  were  very  small  ; 
the  prostate  gland  also  was  remarka- 
bly small,  and  was  covered  on  its 
sides  by  a  pair  of  peculiar  muscles, 
passing  from  the  rectum  to  the  neck 
of  the  bladder.  The  urethra  termi- 
nated in  the  perineum,  about  one 
inch  from  the  end  of  the  supposed 
penis,  and  half  an  inch  further  there 
was  a  blind  opening,  wliich  fancy 
might  call  the  rudiment  of  a  vagina, 
but  which  was  probably  nothing 
more  than  an  enlarged  lacuna.  The 
tunica  vaginalis  was  continued  some 
distance  up  the  cord,  but  at  the  ring 
was  quite  closed.  There  was  a  very 
minute  trace  of  the  cremaster  muscle. 
The  pelvic  viscera  had  no  female 
character  whatever,  and  the  forma- 
tion of  the  pelvis  itself  approached 
to  the  male  rather  than  to  the  female 
standard.  The  mammae  were  con- 
siderably developed,  but  would  have 
been  thought  small  for  a  healthy  fe- 
male. The  lips  and  chin  were 
clothed  with  a  few  scattered,  irregu- 
lar, curling  hairs,  not  more  than  are 
often  seen  on  aged  females.  The 
outline  of  the  figure,  in  its  muscular 
development,  squareness  and  large- 
ness of  limbs,  &c.,  was  decidedly 
more  male  than  female.  The  cere- 
bellum was  natural  in  structure,  and 
if  it  differed  at  all  from  the  usual 
development,  was  rather  small,  but 
this  was  by  no  means  distinct.  No 
other  peculiarities,  either  diseased  or 
congenital,  were  observed  in  any 
part  of  the  body. 

It  appears  that  in  the  former  part 
of  her  life,  this  hybrid  had  assumed 
the  dress  and  habits  of  a  man  ;  at 
one  time  working  in  a  brick-yard,  at 
another  period  acting  as  a  groom  ; 


then  as  a  milkman  ;  and  afterwards 
she  kept  a  green-grocer's  shop.  Her 
habits  and  manners  were  rude  and 
bold,  sometimes  indicating  a  degree 
of  derangement ;  more  than  once  she 
engaged  with  success  in  pugilistic 
encounters  ;  and  it  is  said  manifested 
still  less  equivocal  male  propensi- 
ties. For  the  last  seven  or  eight 
3'ears  she  has  ap[)eared  as  a  female, 
calling  herself  Mary  Cannon  ;  and, 
it  is  odd  enough,  that  she  first  sus- 
tained her  new  sex  at  a  public  house, 
called  "  The  World  turned  upside 
down,"  where  she  engaged  herself 
as  "  maid  of  all  work."  She  was 
not,  however,  fully  received  by  her 
female  fellow-servants  as  one  of 
them  ;  suspicion  hung  about  her,  and 
care  was  always  taken  to  provide  for 
her  a  separate  bed. — Lon.  Med.  Gaz, 

Extraction  of  Cataract  hy  means 
of  an  Incision  through  the  upper 
Part  of  the  Cornea. — This  method, 
according  to  Graefe,  offers  numerous 
advantages  over  those  more  usually 
adopted.  The  consequences  of  the 
wound  are  less  severe,  and  the  sight 
is  more  perfectly  relieved,  because 
the  lower  part  of  the  cornea  remains 
untouched,  and  preserves  its  natural 
clearness  and  convexity.  In  eigh- 
teen individuals  operated  upon  by 
the  superior  section,  seventeen  re- 
covered their  vision  ;  in  one  only  the 
cornea  on  one  side  became  opaque, 
and  this  in  consequence  of  a  gouty 
inflammation  which  frequently  re- 
turned.— Bui.  des  Sc.  Med. 


Lachrymal  Calculus. — A  middle- 
aged  woman  experienced  pain,  dur- 
ing two  years,  on  the  left  side  of  the 
nose,  with  frequent  fits  of  sneezing, 
and  other  symptoms  of  catarrh.  Af- 
terwards, a  dryness  of  the  nostril 
came  on,  with  swelling  and  complete 
obstruction  on  the  left  side  of  the 
nose.  This  was  followed  by  the 
sensation  of  a  moveable  body  in  the 
nose,  and,  soon  after,  she  passed  a 
concretion  of  some  size  from  the 
nostril.    It  was  nine  lines  in  length, 
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efterden.h,  from  the  "ght  ventricle 
the  heart  of  a  man,  sixiy-two 
vears  of  age.  This  bone  had  p.erced 
r"v:„trfcle  in  three  places  a,^ 
had  commenced  to  pierce  it  in  th  ee 
others.  The  heart  had  probably 
;  ere  k  itself  in  its  contractions  as 
fhe  bone  was  situated  transversely 
in  the  ventricle.— ^rcA.  Oen. 


and  five  in  breadth;  its  color  was  a 
brownish  grey,  and  its  structure  very 
compact.  Being  cut  across  with  a 
saw,  its  centre  was  found  to  consist 
of  a  cherry-stone,  around  wh  cn, 
concentric  layers  of  different  colors 
were  ranged, -green,  brown  and 
white:  the  patient  was  unable  to  call 
to  mind  any  circumstance  connected 
lith  the  introduction  of  the  ioreigt. 
body  into  the  nose.— io. 

Solution  of  Nitrate  of  Sdver  to  tkc 
£„e._This  method  has  proved  so 
useful  in  atonic  and  obstinate  oph- 
thalmia, with  copious  discha  ge,  tha 
M  Graefe  thinks  it  his  duty  to  di- 
rect the  attention  of  P'^f  ""'f  ?  ° 
it  The  method  adopted  is  to  insi- 
nuate a  drop  of  the  solution,  w"h  » 
hair  pencil,  between  the  eyelids.-ift. 

I„\his  country,  the  above  method 
is  by  no  means  unknown. 

Extirpation  of  the  Kec<M«i.-M. 
Lisfranc^  in  two  cases,  removed 
three  inches  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
rectum.  The  patients  have  do^e 
well  One  was  operated  upon  hve, 
and  the  other  two  weeks  ago.— Ar- 
chives  Genirahs. 

Bove  foundl^ht  Heart -^r 
Barbier,  of  Amiens,  presented  to  the 
K„val  Academv  of  Medicine  a  very 
.lender  osseous  body,  an  inch  and  a 
half  long,  and  pointed  at  Us  two  ex- 
ue'ni.ies;  which  he  had  extracted, 


Fetus  affected  with  Fungous  H<b- 
maiodes  — Dr.  Tonnele  delivered  d 
Tomti  ofa  child,  which  had  upon  Its 
right  parietal  bone  an  enormous  fun- 
gous Lmatodes.  The  base  of  this 
tumor  originated  in  the  osseous  tis- 
sue, and  perforated  it  like  a  sieve 
the  dura  mater  was  healthy 
nal  des  Progres. 

Study  of  Anatomy.--An  address 
,o  the  c-ommunity  on  the  necessity  of 
legalizing  the  study  of  anatomy,  has 
u!  been  published  by  the  Anatomi- 
cal Cominittee  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society.  This  address  or 
some  further  account  "f . "i" 
presented  to  our  readers  in  a  future 
number. 

Lithotrity.--TW,s  new  and  impor- 
tant  operation  is  engaging  the  atten- 
tion of  the  profession  abroad.  An 
account  of  its  merits  and  demerus, 
so  far  as  experience  has  thus  far  de- 
veloped them,  is  in  preparation  and 
will  shortly  occupy  a  few  of  our 
columns. 


DatiTlS^xTAge. 


Dec.  5. 


7. 


72  yrs 

3 
74 
19 

2  d 
10  mo 


M.!  3  yrs 
F.  25 
F.l  4  mo 
F.127  yrs 
M.l  3  mo 
8.1  F.  10  d 


apoplexy 
lung  fever 
old  age 
drowned 

measles 
croup 

consumption 
measles 
intemperance 
measles 
convulsions 


Disease.  


9. 

F. 

37  yrs 

M. 

3  mo 

10. 

M. 

7  yrs 

M. 

42 

F. 

24 

M. 

53 

F. 

17 

11. 

F. 

15 

M. 

20 

M. 

72 

iM. 

34 

12.  F 

44 

F  10  d  convui&iui.a 
M.!  ^  mocanker  in  the  bowels 


hooping  cough 
lung  fever 
bilious  colic 
consumption 
do. 

rheumatic  fever 


I  consumption 
i£.    r   ^       tvphous  fever 
Males,  13-Females.  12. ^otaUjS. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TVEW  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

J JUST  published,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
TER &  HENDEE,— Malaria;  an 
Kssay  on  the  Production  and  Propag^ation 
of  this  Poison.  By  John  McColloch, 
M.D.  F.R.S.,  &c.  &c. 

An  Essay  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Inter- 
nal Ear.  By  I.  A.  Saissy,  M.D.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French,  by  Nathan  R. 
Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surg^ery  in  the 
University  of  Maryland  ;  with  a  Supple- 
ment on  Diseases  of  the  External  Ear,  by 
the  Translator. 

Observations  on  the  Utility  and  Admi- 
nistration of  Purgative  Medicines,  in  seve- 
ral Diseases.  By  James  Hamilton,  M. 
D.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, &c.  &c.  From  the  Fifth  Edin- 
burgh Edition. 

A  Treatise  on  Pathological  Anatomy. 
By  William  E.  Horner,  M.D.,  Adjunct 
Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Surgeon  at  the  Infirmary 
of  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse,  Member 
of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
Ac. 

Elements  of  Operative  Surgery.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French  of  A.  Tavernier, 
Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the  Faculty  of  Pa- 
ris, fee,  with  copious  Notes  and  Addi- 
tions. By  S.  D.  Gross,  M.D. 
Dec.  22. 

MEMORIA  MEDICA. 

THIS  day  published  by  CARTER  & 
HENDEE,  corner  of  Washington 
and  School  Streets,  Memoria  Medica, — a 
Medical  Common-place  Book, — with  an 
alphabetical  Index  of  the  most  common 
terms  occurring  in  practice.  Carefully 
selected  and  arranged  by  a  Fellow  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 
From  Dr.  James  Jackson,  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in 
Harvard  University. 
Gentlemen, — I  have  examined  the  "  Me- 
moria Medica"  which  you  sent  to  me.  I 
think  the  plan  of  it  very  excellent,  and 
that  it  will  be  found  highly  useful  to  prac- 
titioners and  students  of  medicine.  I 
have  never  believed  that  a  voluminous 
common-place  book  can  be  very  benefi- 
cial to  any  man,  unless  he  means  to  be- 
come an  author.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
every  one  will  find  an  advantage  in  keep- 
ing a  common-place  book  in  which  he 
may  notice  the  detached   facts  which 


come  under  his  notice,  and  which  are 
likely  soon  to  be  lost  from  his  memory. 
The  book  you  have  prepared  will  be  found 
well  adapted  for  this  purpose  by  medical 
men,  and  will  be  more  likely  to  be  used 
by  those  who  procure  it  than  a  commoa 
blank  book,  because  all  the  labor  of  ar- 
rangement is  saved. 

1  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 
James  Jackson. 

From  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Professor  of 
Obstetrics,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence 
in  Harvard  University. 
I  have  examined  the  Medical  Common- 
place Book  which  was  left  with  your  note 
this  evening,  and  with  pleasure  offer  you 
my  thanks  for  the  publication  of  so  useful 
a  volume.  Every  practitioner  of  medicine 
will  agree  with  the  remarks  in  the  preface 
on  the  inconveniences  and  absolute  loss 
of  what  is  very  useful,  which  result  from 
depending  solely  on  the  memory.  Not 
unfrequently  it  happens  that  some  parti- 
cular prescription  is  peculiarly  suited  to 
an  individual.  Some  time  passes,  and  an 
occasion  again  arises  in  which  we  believe 
that  the  same  medicine  might  be  equally 
beneficial ;  what  it  was,  however,  has 
wholly  escaped  us  ;  and  though  something 
else  may  be  equally  useful,  still  some  re- 
gret may  be  felt,  at  least  by  the  patient, 
that  what  has  been  found  beneficial  can- 
not again  be  at  once  resorted  to.  Some 
object  to  an  artificial  method  of  preserv- 
ing, for  such  and  other  uses,  what  may 
be  safely  trusted  to  the  memory,  if  that 
faculty  be  faithfully  cultivated.  I  am 
willing  to  admit  that  there  is  force  in  this 
objection  ;  but  it  is  a  simple  question  of 
fact  only  we  have  to  consider.  If  it  be 
true  that  there  is  much  lost  to  the  indivi- 
dual, and  certainly  much  more  to  the 
profession,  by  trusting  entirely  to  the  me- 
mory, the  occasional  use  of  the  Common- 
place Book  for  the  preservation  of  what 
is  truly  valuable,  has  all  the  recommen- 
dation it  needs.  For  such  purposes,  viz., 
for  the  registering  of  cases  the  most  rare, 
and  the  frequent,  if  important,  epidemics, 
prescriptions,  &;c.,  your  Memoria  Medica 
promises  to  be  very  useful ;  and  for  these 
it  well  deserves  to  be  recommended  to 
physicians.  Students  attending  hospital 
practice  will  find  it  very  valuable.  Its 
tables  of  names  are  very  full,  and  under 
references  very  easy.  I  cannot  but  hope 
it  will  get  into  general  use. 

Yours,  &c.,  W.  Channing. 

Dec.  8. 
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DISCOVERY  OF  A   NEW  SPECIES  OP 
INGUINAL  HERNIA. 

Such  is  the  heading  of  a  case,  such 
the  burthen  of  many  preliminary 
observations  from  the  reporter,  in 
the  Journal  Hebdomadaire.  Our 
readers  no  doubt  will  stare  at  the 
announcement,  after  all  the  labo- 
rious dissections  and  labored  de- 
scriptions that  already  conspire  to 
bother  the  brains  of  our  young  as- 
pirants to  collegiate  diplomas. 
But  so  it  is,  and  it  only  remains  to 
narrate  the  case,  that  is  thus  des- 
tined to  swell  the  present  dread 
array  of  minutiae  in  the  history  of 
hernia. 

The  subject,  to  our  honor  be  it 
spoken,  was  an  English  groom,  aet. 
27,  admitted  into  hospital  on  the 
1st  of  June,  with  an  oblong  tumor, 
the  size  of  a  couple  of  fists,  ex- 
tending from  the  left  inguinal  ring 
to  the  bottom  of  the  scrotum. 
The  skin  was  red  and  tense  ;  pres- 
sure was  pa.nful,  and  exasperated 
a  fit  of  colic,  which  distressed  the 
patient  ;  constipation  ;  vomiting  of 
bilious  matter  ;  small  and  frequent 
pulse  ;  cold  moist  skin.  He  had 
been  subject  for  five  years  to  a 
hernial  tumor  in  the  groin,  which 
would  seem  to  have  never  entirely 
returned,  and  for  which  he  wore 
no  truss.  On  the  31st  of  May, 
after  violent  exertion,  he  experi- 
enced sharp  pain  in  the  tumor, 
which  soon  became  hard,  enlarged, 
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and  painful  to  the  touch,  and  colic 
and  nausea  quickly  sutf'ieeded. 
Between  the  first  occurrence  of 
these  symptoms  and  his  admission, 
attempts  at  reduction  had  been 
made  without  success. 

The  warm  bath  twice  repeated, 
bleedings  from  the  arm,  and  two 
tobacco  enemata,  were  prescribed, 
but  no  amendment  was  found  on 
the  2d,  and  the  operation  was  per- 
formed. The  sac  contained  an 
enormous  mass  of  omentum,  with 
a  loop  of  intestine  six  or  eight  inch- 
es in  length  at  its  posterior  part. 
The  omentum  was  sound,  the  in- 
testine of  port  wine  color,  but 
elastic,  firm,  and  covered  with 
lymph.  The  stricture  was  divid- 
ed directly  upwards,  but  on  trying 
to  reduce  the  gut,  it  retuf  ed  as  if 
by  a  rebound,  and  this  part  of  the 
operation  was  only  concluded  after 
tedious,  diflficult,  and  painful  ef- 
forts. What  was  now  to  be  done 
with  the  omentum  ?  excise  it,  or 
leave  it  wdiere  it  was  ?  M.  Blan- 
din  determined  on  the  latter  ;  and 
after  a  proper  dressing,  an  enema, 
and  a  bleeding,  the  business  was  at 
length  completed. 

No  stool,  however,  succeeded 
(a  prima  facie  proof  that  a  stric- 
ture remained),  and  on  the  3d  we 
find  the  patient  worse  in  every  res- 
pect. The  omentum  now  present- 
ed blackish-brown  patches,  and  the 
belly  was  the  seat  of  pain.  A 
castor  oil  enema,  thirty  leeches  to 
the  abdomen,  and  emollient  fomen- 
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tations,  were  tried  in  vain,  for  the 
patient  continued  to  sink,  and  died 
that  afternoon. 

Dissection^  on  the  morning  of  the 
5//i.— Peritoneal  inflammation,  with 
sero-albuminous  effusion  into  the 
abdomen; — almost  the  whole  float- 
ing portion  of  the  omentum  in  the 
sac  ;  and  the  transverse  arch  of 
the  colon  dragged  down,  and  held 
in  contact  with  the  abdominal  pa- 
rietes  in  the  groin.  On  opening 
the  inguinal  canal  from  above,  and 
drawing  out  the  omentum,  the  in- 
testine that  had  been  thought  to  be 
returned,  was  found  lying  in  the 
canal  itself,  and  occupying  a  cul- 
de-sac,  situated  at  its  upper  and 
internal  part,  and  *^  formed  by  the 
hernial  sac  depressed  on  this  side.'* 
In  endeavoring  to  account  for  this 
appearance,  it  was  quickly  per- 
ceived that  the  protruded  parts  had 
passed  out  by  a  laceration  {eraille- 
ment)  of  the  fascia  transversalis, 
situated  about  two  lines  behind  and 
above  the  internal  ring,  or  superior 
orifice  of  the  inguinal  passage;  that 
having  passed  through  this  lacera- 
tion, they  had  then  become  lodged 
in  the  canal,  and  had  extended 
both  downwards  to  the  scrotum, 
and  upwards  to  the  internal  ring, 
producing,  by  this  double  course,  a 
double  depression  or  cul-de-sac  in 
their  peritoneal  envelope.  This 
disposition  of  the  hernia  explained 
the  difficulty  of  reduction,  as  the 
gut,  during  these  efforts,  instead 
of  passing  back  through  the  slit  in 
the  fascia,  was  thrust  up  into  the 
summit  of  the  inguinal  passage. 
It  also  seems  to  us  that  the  lacera- 
tion itself,  through  which  the  rup- 
ture took  place,  could  not  have 
been  divided  to  any  extent,  if  at 
all,  or  the  parts  would  still  have 
been  returned,  though  probably  not 
with  such  ease  as  under  ordinary 
circumstances. 


It  is  evident  that  the  above  was 
only  a  species  of  direct  hernia,  af- 
ter all  ;  not  occurring,  as  usually 
happens,  in  the  weak  part  opposite 
the  outer  ring,  or  in  some  other 
portion  of  the  abdominal  parietes, 
where  nature  or  accident  opens 
the  way,  but  into  the  inguinal  ca- 
nal. Of  course,  there  is  no  reason 
why  this  description  of  hernia,  al- 
ways an  anormal  occurrence  at 
the  best,  should  not  take  place 
here  as  well  as  elsewhere ;  but 
still  we  are  not  aware  of  any  au- 
thentic or  specific  case  of  the  kind, 
except  the  present. — Medico- Chi- 
rurg.  Review, 


II. 

CURIOUS  CASE  OP  ASCENDING  PARALY- 
SIS ;  WITH  THE  APPEARANCES  ON 
DISSECTION. 

Charles  L.,  35  years  of  age,  ro- 
bust, and  in  the  military  profession 
for  fourteen  years,  during  which 
he  had  served  in  the  Russian  and 
Spanish  campaigns,  and  conse- 
quently been  exposed  to  great  fa- 
tigues and  vicissitudes  of  climate. 
In  June,  1826,  he  first  perceived 
that  his  legs  readily  bent  under 
him,  and  that  he  could  not  easily 
raise  himself  up  from  the  sitting 
posture.  In  other  respects  he  had 
no  complaint.  In  about  a  fortnight 
after  this,  he  began  to  feel  numb- 
ness in  his  feet,  which  gradually 
ascended  towards  the  knee.  But 
while  the  surface  thus  lost  its  sen- 
sibility, the  muscles  beneath  be- 
came the  seat  of  acute  pain,  which 
was  much  exasperated  by  pressure. 
He  had  been  a  month  confined  to 
bed  in  this  state,  with  nearly  loss 
of  all  power  in  the  lower  extremi- 
ties, when  he  perceived  a  numb- 
ness invade  his  hands.  The  pro- 
gress was  exactly  similar  to  that 
in  the  inferior  members  ;  and  he 
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was  seen  by  the  narrator  on  the 
22d  of  September,  of  the  same 
year.  He  was  now  completely 
paralytic,  excepting  the  tongue, 
the  face  and  the  neck.  These 
last  became  gradually  affected. 
He  had  never  complained  of  pain 
in  his  head,  nor  of  any  part  of  the 
spine  ;  nor  did  the  most  rigid  exa- 
mination detect  any  physical  lesion 
in  this  last  organ.  His  general 
health  was  good, — his  intellects 
perfect.  He  attributed  his  disease 
to  rheumatism,  contracted  during 
his  bivouacs  in  Spain.  He  made 
water  voluntarily,  and  had  a  daily 
evacuation  from  the  bowels.  He 
slept  and  ate  well.  The  skin  was 
nearly  of  natural  temperature,  but 
quite  insensible  to  pinching  or 
pricking.  Any  pressure  of  the 
muscles,  on  the  other  hand,  gave 
him  great  pain,  and  caused  him  to 
cry  out. 

Frictions  of  lytta  and  alcohol 
were  assiduously  employed  along 
the  spine,  ammoniated  liniments 
were  applied  to  the  limbs,  and 
cinchona,  with  wine,  was  liberally 
exhibited  internally.  In  the  course 
of  a  fortnight,  the  sensibility  of  the 
skin  began  to  return,  and  that  of 
the  muscles  to  diminish.  The 
power  of  the  muscles  also  gradu- 
ally returned,  but  inversely  to  the 
way  in  which  it  had  been  lost, — 
namely,  from  above  downwards. 
He  was  never  able,  however,  to 
raise  himself  up  on  his  feet.  This 
amelioration  continued  but  for  a 
very  short  time,  and  he  was  soon 
as  bad  as  ever.  Blisters  along  the 
spine  were  added  to  the  former 
measures.  On  the  od  of  Novem- 
ber, he  became  suddenly  incom- 
moded in  his  breathing  ;  his  pulse 
quickened  ;  his  countenance  be- 
came anxious  ;  he  had  cough  :  the 
intercostal  muscles  seemed  scarce- 


ly to  move.  In  this  state  he  lin- 
gered till  the  7th  of  the  same 
month,  when  he  expired  without 
any  struggle. 

Dissection. — The  spinal  canal 
was  opened  throughout  its  whole 
extent.  There  was  very  little 
blood  in  the  venous  sinuses.  The 
dura  mater  in  its  natural  state. 
The  pia  mater  was  sprinkled  with 
calcareous  depositions  in  the  lum- 
bar region,  and  was  finely  injected. 
The  roots  of  the  lumbar  and  sacral 
nerves,  as  also  the  great  sciatic, 
were  injected  with  black  blood. 
The  other  nerves  were  very  mi- 
nutely examined,  but  nothing  par- 
ticular was  observed.  The  spinal 
marrow  was  rather  firmer  than 
natural,  and  the  same  might  be 
said  of  the  medulla  oblongata  and 
brain.  The  lungs  were  filled  with 
tuberculous  matters,  and  there 
were  some  small  abscesses.  The 
heart  was  empty  and  flaccid.  The 
whole  of  the  abdominal  viscera  were 
sound.  The  muscles  presented  no 
appearance  different  from  those  of 
a  person  in  health,  except  being 
more  pale  and  flaccid. 

The  foregoing  case  will  show 
with  what  a  thick  veil  the  func- 
tions and  diseases  of  the  nervous 
system  are  covered.  What  was 
the  nature  of  the  malady  ?  Was 
it  inflammatory, — or  was  it  the 
reverse  ? — Clinique. 


III. 

PROLAPSUS  ANI  TREATED   AFTER  THE 
MANNER  OP  MR.  HEY. 

By  Dr.  McFarlane. 

The  subject  of  the  following  case 
was  54  years  of  ago.  On  every  :»t- 
tempt  to  evacuate  the  bowels,  the 
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gut  descended  about  two  inches,  and 
the  patient  experienced  much  pain 
and  tenesmus.  At  other  times,  a 
prolapsus  was  induced  by  an  erect 
posture;  and  a  recumbent  position 
and  gentle  pressure  were  always  ne- 
cessary to  produce  reduction.  Fre- 
quent hemorrhage  from  the  part,  and 
the  constant  irritation,  had  consider- 
ably impaired  his  general  health. 
Under  these  circumstances.  Dr. 
McF.  goes  on  to  say  : — 

On  examining  the  anus  after 
the  gut  was  replaced,  the  sur- 
rounding integuments  were  found 
extremely  relaxed.  There  ex- 
isted such  an  unnatural  looseness 
in  the  attachment  of  the  skin 
around  the  anus,  to  its  correspond- 
ing cellular  membrane,  that  it 
could  be  easily  drawn  out  with 
the  fingers,  in  the  form  of  one  or 
more  large  flaps.  Having  suc- 
ceeded in  two  similar  cases, 
which  came  under  my  care  in  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1826,  in  completely  curing 
the  disease,  by  cutting  off  the 
loose  integuments,  as  recommend- 
ed by  the  late  Mr.  Hey,*  I  deter- 
rained  to  try  it  in  this  case.  The 
skin  was  drawn  as  far  out  as  pos- 
sible into  broad  flaps,  and  cut  off 
with  the  scissors  in  a  circular  di- 
rection, until  all  the  superfluous 
integument  was  removed,  includ- 
ing a  portion  of  the  livid  and  tu- 
berculated  fold  of  mucous  mem- 
brane which  was  projected  from 
within  the  sphincter.  The  pain 
was  trifling,  and  only  a  few  drops 
of  blood  were  lost.  A  soft  com- 
press and  T  bandage  were  ap- 
plied, and  he  was  strictly  confined 
to  bed.    For  a  few  days,  a  par- 

*  "  Practical  Observations  in  Surgery, 
2d  edit.,  p.  444." 


tial  procidentia  took  place,  on 
every  attempt  to  go  to  stool. 
He  had  a  good  deal  of  pain  and 
inflammation  around  the  anus,  at- 
tended with  complete  retention 
of  urine,  which  required  the  fre- 
quent introduction  of  the  cathe- 
ter. In  ten  days  after  the  opera- 
tion, he  was  able  to  walk  about, 
and  void  his  stools,  without  any 
return  of  the  disease,  and  in  three 
weeks  he  was  perfectly  cured. 
Pressure  was  continued  to  the 
part  for  some  time  longer, — oc- 
casional doses  of  castor  oil  were 
prescribed,  and  he  was  enjoined 
to  avoid  straining  at  stool. 

There  will  generally  be  found 
in  obstinate  and  long-continued 
forms  of  this  disease,  a  great  re- 
laxation in  the  connexion  of  the 
rectum,  at  its  lower  part,  with 
the  surrounding  textures.  This 
circumstance,  although  it  may  not 
be  the  original  cause,  is  sufficient, 
in  many  cases,  to  account  for  the 
continuance  of  the  displacement 
in  chronic  and  inveterate  cases, 
although  I  believe  it  is  generally 
accompanied  by  a  diminished 
power  of  the  sphincter.  If  the 
rectum,  in  consequence  of  being 
much  irritated,  as  in  various  bow- 
el complaints,  ultimately  becomes 
relaxed,  the  tenestnus,  which  is 
an  invariable  attendant,  may  so 
overcome  the  sphincter,  as  to 
give  rise  to  a  procidentia.  But 
when,  as  in  the  case  now  detail- 
ed, the  erect  position  is  sufficient 
to  cause  a  descent  of  the  gut,  we 
have  grounds  for  believing,  that 
besides  the  relaxed  state  of  the 
rectum,  there  exists  a  want  of 
power  in  the  sphincter  muscle, 
which  part,  along  with  the  leva- 
tor ani,  is  mainly  instrumental  in 
maintaining  the  rectum  in  its  na- 
tural situation.    In  the  cases  de- 
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tailed  by  Mr.  Hey,  there  existed, 
in  combination  with  relaxation  of 
the  integuments,  one  or  more  livid 
tubercles  at  the  verge  of  the  anus, 
which  were  also  removed.  He 
expected,  from  this  operation, 
that  inflammation  of  the  surround- 
ing cellular  texture  wonld  be  ex- 
cited, the  attachments  of  the  rec- 
tum consolidated,  and  the  power 
of  the  sphincter  improved.  In  a 
majority  of  cases,  the  disease  will 
be  found  to  yield  (although  the 
cure  is  often  tedious  and  protract- 
ed) to  the  local  applications  and 
internal  remedies  usually  employ- 
ed. Should  it  continue,  however, 
as  sometimes  happens,  after  the 
exciting  cause  has  been  removed, 
we  will  occasionally  find  that  the 
loose  state  of  the  skin  around  the 
anus,  and  the  relaxed  attachments 
of  the  rectum,  at  its  termination, 
become  the  primary  causes  of 
the  continuance  of  the  disease. 
It  is,  I  conceive,  in  such  circum- 
stances, that  this  simple  operation 
may  be  beneficially  adopted. 


IV. 

FUNGUS    H^MATODES    IN  THE 
FCETUS. 

In  the  Journal  de  Progres,  tome 
XIV.,  a  notice  of  an  instance  of 
this  kind  is  inserted  by  a  gentle- 
man who  signs  himself  Tonnele, 
D.  C.  Tubercles,  it  is  well 
known,  have  been  found  in  the 
foetus  in  utero,  but  we  certainly 
are  not  aware  that  any  of  the 
genuine  malignant  growths  have 
been  discovered,  or  recorded  to 
have  been  discovered,  at  so  early 
a  stage  of  human  existence. 

On  the  9th  of  December,  1 827, 
M.  Tonnele  was  summoned  to 
assist  two  of  his  confreres  in  con- 


ducting to  its  termination  a  pro- 
tracted labor,  in  which  the  back 
of  the  child  presented.  On  our 
author's  arrival,  he  found  that 
the  feet  had  with  dilficulty  been 
brought  into  the  vagina,  that  the 
uterus  was  in  a  stale  of  complete 
inactivity,  and  that  the  waters 
had  been  discharged  a  long  time 
previously.  By  the  joint  exer- 
tions of  all  engaged,  the  whole 
of  the  child,  except  the  head, 
was  delivered,  but  the  uterus 
could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  con- 
tract, and  the  final  extraction 
was  only  accoa)plished  at  last  by 
means  of  the  blunt  hook  intro- 
duced into  the  mouth  of  the  foe- 
tus, after  the  forceps  had  failed. 
The  child  was  hydrocephalic, 
but  what  excited  most  attention 
was  an  enormous  tumor  of  fun- 
gus haematodes,  attached  to  the 
right  parietal  bone,  and  forming 
a  kind  of  double  head.  The 
base  or  origin  of  this  medullary 
tumor  appeared  to  be  seated  in 
the  osseous  tissue  of  the  cranium, 
which  it  perforated  like  a  sieve  ; 
the  dura  mater  was  sound.  The 
serum  contained  in  the  cranium 
might  be  estimated  at  about  a 
pint,  and  the  cerebral  substance 
was  soft,  and  macerated  in  ap- 
pearance. 

The  mother  of  the  child  was 
thirty  years  of  age  ;  the  father, 
eighty,  but  stouter  and  stronger 
than  many  men  at  sixty.  Nei- 
ther of  the  parents  had  ever 
labored  under  any  cancerous 
affection.  We  are  satisfied, 
from  the  description,  that  the 
above  was  really  a  case  of  fun- 
gus haematodes,  as  we  have  wit- 
nessed several  such  tumors  in 
adults,  and  in  every  case  they 
had  their  origin  in  the  cranial 
bones,  more  especially  the  di- 
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ploe.  As  we  before  observed,  discovered  in  the  human  infant 
we  are  not  aware  that  medulla-  prior  to  its  entrance  into  "  this 
ry  sarcoma  has   hitherto  been  piping  world." — Med.  Chir,  Rev, 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


TRANSFERRED  DISEASES. 

It  is  a  remark  of  Dr.  Good,  that  the 
practitioner  who  should  undertake 
to  trace  out  the  sympathies  which 
the  various  organs  of  the  body  have 
with  each  other,  would  find  his  time 
well  employed,  and  his  labor  reward- 
ed ;  and  there  is  certainly  nothing 
more  curious  in  medical  records, 
than  the  accounts  of  the  transfer  of 
disease  from  one  organ  or  set  of  or- 
gans to  another.  A  case  illustrating 
this  part  of  pathology  is  recorded  in 
one  of  the  late  English  periodicals. 
The  patient,  a  female,  aged  15  years, 
irregular  in  menstruation,  and  other- 
wise unhealthy,  was  admitted  into 
the  Winchester  County  Hospital, 
with  cataract  of  both  eyes,  which 
had  formed  in  the  very  short  period 
of  twenty  days.  Alterative  and  to- 
nic treatment  was  commenced,  and 
at  the  end  of  three  weeks  the  opaci- 
ty had  so  far  diminished,  that  she 
was  able  to  discern  objects  placed 
between  the  eye  and  the  light  of  a 
window.  At  this  lime  she  was  dis- 
covered to  have  increased  urinary 
secretions,  and  the  usual  symptoms 
of  diabetes.  This  continued,  with 
scarce  any  abatement,  for  a  week, 
during  which  time  she  passed  from 
thirteen  to  sixteen  pints  of  urine 
daily.  The  cataracts  had  now  total- 
ly disappeared,  so  that  she  was  able 
to  use  her  needle.    The  diabetes 


now  began  to  diminish,  and  at  the 
end  of  a  fortnight  more  the  quantity 
of  urine  was  again  natural. 

The  patient  now  left  the  hospital, 
apparently  suffering  from  debility 
only.  Almost  imtnediately  after  her 
departure,  the  obscurity  of  vision  re- 
turned, and  at  the  end  of  a  week  she 
became  entirely  blind.  To  this 
again  succeeded  diabetes,  and  again 
the  sight  improved  until  it  became 
as  perfect  as  ever.  The  quantity  of 
urine  continued  to  increase,  until  it 
reached  a  daily  average  of  twenty 
pints,  when  the  patient  became  ex- 
hausted by  the  disease,  and  rapidly 
sunk.  Death  took  place  about  four 
weeks  after  the  recurrence  of  the 
diabetes.  No  examination  was  made. 


CONSTIPATION, 

In  ordinary  cases  requiring  intestinal 
evacuation,  there  are  various  sub- 
stances which  offer  themselves  to  the 
medical  practitioner,  among  which 
he  can  make  choice  according  to  his 
experience  of  their  convenience  or 
utility,  and  any  of  which  will  effect 
the  object  desired.  But  in  cases  of 
severe  and  protracted  constipation, 
in  which  any  farther  delay  will  be 
attended  with  great  suffering  and 
hazard  to  the  patient,  it  becomes  an 
exceedingly  important  question  what 
remedy  shall  be  selected,  to  what 
extent  it  shall  be  given,  and  how 
long  it  shdll  be  persevered  in  bufurc 
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it  is  decided  to  be  incapable  of  ful- 
filling the  object.  Where  such  cases 
have  occurred,  therefore,  and  have 
been  relieved,  it  is  very  desirable 
particularly  to  record  the  means 
which  were  found  insufficient,  and 
also  those  which  proved  eventually 
successful. 

In  a  case  which  lately  occurred  in 
England,  in  the  Bath  Hospital,  the 
patient  was  a  female,  24  years  of 
age.  It  appeared  that  a  tendency  to 
costiveness  had  long  existed  in  this 
patient,  but  had  been  controlled  by 
aperients  without  difficulty,  till  with- 
in a  year  ;  during  which  time  the 
action  of  the  bowels  had  been  very 
irregular,  intervals  of  eight  or  ten 
days  sometimes  occurring  between 
the  evacuations,  and  much  less  in- 
fluenced by  medicine  than  before. 
At  the  period  of  her  admission  into 
the  hospital,  she  had  had  no  stool 
for  thirteen  weeks.  Her  diet  had 
been  bread  and  milk,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  eight  or  ten  ounces 
daily.  During  this  time  she  had 
taken  calomel,  jalap,  salts,  gamboge, 
and  aloes,  in  different  combinations. 
Elaterium  and  ol.  croton  had  also 
been  given.  The  latter  article  had 
been  carried  to  the  extent  of  four 
minims,  and  then  omitted,  as  it  pro- 
duced great  pain.  The  following 
prescription  was  ordered  : — 

R.  Ext.  Col.  Co.  gr.  r. 
Ol.  Crot.  gtt.  1-4.  M, 

This  was  given  every  four  hours, 
with  magnes.  sulph.  3i.,  and  fre- 
quent injections  of  soap  and  water. 
At  the  end  of  seven  days,  no  opera- 
tion having  occurred,  the  ol.  crot. 
was  exchanged  for  subm.  hyd.  gr.  i., 
and  the  pills  and  mixture  ordered 


every  four  hours.  On  the  12lh  day 
of  the  disease,  one  stool  was  obtain- 
ed. Eight  days  afterward  the  mouth 
became  affected,  and  the  calomel 
was  omitted.  No  stool.  Ordered  a 
small  bleeding,  and  pulv.  jalap,  com. 
9i. —  3ss.  ter  die.  Enemata  to  be 
continued.  At  the  end  of  eight  days 
more,  another  motion  was  obtained, 
which,  like  the  preceding,  was  scy- 
balous. The  following  was  then 
ordered  : — 

R.  Ext.  Col.  Co.  gr.  x. 
Ol.  Crot.  gtt.  ss. 
Ext.  Hyosc.  gr.  iij.  M. 

To  be  taken  thrice  daily,  with  sulph. 

magnes.  3  i*    Iq  the  course  of  the 

succeeding  month,  four  scybalous 

stools  were  obtained,  and  one  which 

was  pulpy  and  of  some  consistence. 

The  cathartic  was  altered  to  the 

following  ; — 

R.  Ext.  Col.  Co.  gr.  ix. 

Gambogiae  gr.  i. 
Ol.  Crot.  gtt.  ss.  M. 

to  take  thrice  daily,  with  sulph, 
magnes.  u.  a.  This  direction  was 
continued,  with  little  variation,  for 
six  weeks  more,  during  which  time 
she  had  ten  motions,  some  of  them 
wholly  scybalous,  and  some  of  natu- 
ral character.  Another  month  pass- 
ed under  nearly  similar  treatment, 
the  discharges  becoming  more  fre- 
quent, and  of  better  character.  Dur- 
ing the  following  six  months,  the 
longest  interval  between  the  dejec- 
tions was  one  of  three  weeks,  and 
the  bowels  could  generally  be  made  to 
act  under  the  use  of  moderate  stimuli. 


DEPLETION  IN  INFLAMMATORY 
DISEASE. 

Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  in  a  late  work 
on  Sanguineous  Depletion,  urges  the 
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necessity  of  adopting  some  standard  alarming  extent  ;  since  it  will  be 
by  which  to  regulate  the  amount  of  sufficient  for  the  patient  to  be  placed 
blood  to  be  drawn  in  various  cases  of  with  the  head  low,  in  order  to  secure 
disease.  Dr.  H.  observes  that  the  a  return  of  animation, 
amount  of  sanguineous  depletion  The  above  direction  is  a  conve- 
which  can  be  borne  without  produc-  nient  one  in  a  practical  view,  and 
ing  syncope,  varies  very  greatly  in  ^lay  doubtless  be  applied  to  a  consi- 
different  cases.  In  pleuritis,  for  in-  derable  proportion  of  the  cases  which 
stance,  a  patient  will  bear  the  loss  of  require  this  remedy.  A  change  in 
from  twenty  to  thirty  ounces  of  blood  ;  the  character  of  the  pulse,  which  is 
while  the  same  individual,  when  la-  ofien  laid  down  as  a  criterion  for  de- 
boring  under  pneumonia,  or  affected  termining  the  point  alluded  to,  is  a 
with  simple  fever,  will  faint  after  the  very  fallacious  guide.  It  often  hnp- 
abstraction  of  one  third  the  amount,  pens  that  neither  the  frequency  nor 
Dr.  H.  thinks  it  unsafe,  under  any  the  force  of  the  pulse  is  materially 
circumstances,  to  bleed  to  syncope  in  affected,  until  the  approach  of  syn- 
a  horizontal  posture.  The  plan  cope.  Occasionally,  where  bleeding 
which  he  recommends  as  a  general  is  employed  for  the  relief  of  pain, 
one,  is  to  place  the  patient  in  a  chair,  the  cessation  of  this  may  afford  a 
or  upright  in  bed,  and  bleed  in  that  sufficient  reason  for  its  disconlinu- 
position  until  syncope  is  induced,  ance  ;  but,  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
There  will  then  be  little  danger  of  the  rule  laid  down  by  Dr.  H. 
this  state  being  protracted    to  an  will  be  found  the  most  useful. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  22,  1829. 


PHYSICAL  EFFECTS  OF  HABITS  OF 
INTOXICATION. 

Among  the  various  means  by  which 
men  in  all  ages  and  countries  have 
strove  to  degrade  and  debase  their 
own  natures,  none  probably  has 
been  more  generally  adopted,  or 
more  effectual,  than  that  of  intoxica- 
tion with  spirituous  liquors.  Other 
degrading  habits  are  limited  by  their 
own  nature,  and  by  the  rules  of  soci- 
ety, which  oblige  them  to  be  practis- 
ed, if  at  all,  in  utter  secresy,  or  by  the 
direct  operation  of  human  enactment. 
Drunkenness  stalks  abroad  in  the 
face  of  society,  meets  us  in  the  social 
circle  and  in  the  open  street,  and 


proceeds  unchecked  by  human  laws, 
unless  it  urge  to  the  commission  of 
acts  which  on  other  grounds  are 
regarded  as  criminal.  We  do  not 
look  for  it  to  other  times  or  to  dis- 
tant nations.  We  have  it  constantly 
with  us,  polluting  our  high-ways  with 
its  noisome  presence,  and  offending 
our  sight  at  almost  every  step.  That 
so  glaring  an  evil  should  have  at- 
tracted the  notice  of  the  divine  and 
the  moralist,  is  not  surprising ;  we 
wonder  not  that  they  have  launched 
their  anathemas  against  it  from  the 
pulpit  and  the  press  :  but  we  may 
feel  some  degree  of  surprise  that  so 
little  interest  in  this  subject  has  been 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL.  729 


manifested  by  the  physiologist  and 
the  physician  ;  that  these  should  not, 
by  investigating  its  causes  and  devis- 
ing means  for  its  cure,  have  coope- 
rated more  earnestly  with  the  former, 
and  lent  their  aid  toward  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  common  enemy.  We 
hope  that  this  reproach  on  the  medi- 
cal faculty  will  soon  cease  to  exist, 
and  that,  by  the  labors  of  the  wise 
and  good  in  this  profession,  some- 
thing may  ere  long  be  effected  to- 
ward the  accomplishment  of  so  de- 
sirable an  object. 

Drunkenness  may  be  considered 
under  the  following  heads,  viz  : — 1. 
Its  causes. — 2.  The  phenomena  by 
which  its  presence  is  indicated. — 3. 
Its  immediate  and  remote  effects  on 
the  system. — 4.  Its  prevention  and 
cure. — The  following  remarks  will 
regard  principally  the  first  and  last 
of  these  topics,  as  it  is  from  the 
consideration  and  due  understanding 
of  these  that  we  are  to  expect  the 
most  important  practical  results. 

That  a  taste  for  spirituous  liquors 
is  acquired,  and  not  natural,  may  be 
inferred  from  the  aversion  which 
infants  and  young  children  usually 
testify  against  them  ;  and  with  many, 
perhaps  the  majority  of  persons,  the 
taste  o( pure  wine  or  spirit  continues 
in  after  life  to  be  more  or  less  disa- 
greeable. An  exception  to  this  re- 
mark is  to  be  found  in  the  sweet 
wines,  particularly  those  containing 
carbonic  acid,  and  in  cordials  ;  in 
which  the  taste  of  the  spirit  is  dis- 
guised by  the  saccharine  ingredient. 
A  fondness  for  wine,  however,  may 
be  acquired  at  a  very  early  period  ; 
and  the  questionable  practice  of  in- 
dulging young  children  in  the  use  of 


it  is  certainly  too  general.  In  this 
way,  one  of  the  barriers  to  intem- 
perance is  early  removed  ;  the  habit 
of  using  this  stimulus  commences  as 
it  were  with  the  cradle,  and  the 
progress  of  time  naturally  serves  to 
confirm  it. 

A  more  effectual  method,  howe- 
ver, of  overcoming  this  inherent 
aversion  to  liquor,  is  adopted  with 
mistaken  kindness  by  the  inconside- 
rate and  ignorant.  It  is  not  an  un- 
common practice,  among  the  lower 
orders  of  the  Irish,  to  treat  their 
children  with  small  quantities  of 
their  own  favorite  beverage ;  and 
lest  their  inexperienced  appetites 
should  revolt  at  the  draught,  care  is 
taken  to  add  sufficient  sugar  to  dis- 
guise its  real  taste  ;  and  thus  the  fond- 
ness for  this  article,  which  was  im- 
planted for  the  wisest  purposes,  is 
made  a  lure  to  induce  them  to  re- 
ceive what  their  very  instinct  pro- 
nounces to  be  a  poison. 

Those  who  escape  the  dangers  of 
childhood  are  reserved  for  other  and 
greater  perils  in  youth.  The  temp- 
tation comes  to  the  higher  classes 
through  the  medium  of  convivial 
meetings,  in  which  indulgence  in 
drinking  is  at  once  the  cause  and 
the  consequence  of  social  feeling. 
Even  those  who  dislike,  cannot  re- 
fuse the  potation  ;  and  what  was  at 
first  taken  under  the  influence  of 
excitement,  comes  soon  to  be  resort- 
ed to  as  a  means  of  recalling  a  simi- 
lar elevation.  Fortunately,  the  rules 
of  society  attach  a  stigma  to  the  oc- 
currence of  absolute  drunkenness, 
even  at  convivial  meetings,  and  he 
who  would  preserve  the  respect  of 
his  acquaintance,  must  even  in  ebrie- 
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ty  keep  within  certain  limits.  But 
this  check,  though  a  strong  one,  is 
not  always  sufficient ;  and  he  who 
lias  learned  to  enjoy  drinking  for  its 
own  sake,  may,  when  shame  or  ne- 
cessity compel  him  to  restrain  his 
appetite  in  the  presence  of  others, 
indemnify  himself  for  this  privation 
in  the  solitude  of  his  own  apartment, 
where  he  can  practise,  without  con- 
trol, the  fatal  lessons  he  has  received 
in  scenes  of  social  gaiety. 

But  if  the  progress  from  moderate 
to  excessive  indulgence  is  thus  easily 
made  by  the  refined  sensualist,  it  is 
far  more  easy  in  another  portion  of 
society,  in  whom  the  restraint  is  less, 
while  the  temptation  is  immeasurably 
greater.  The  laborer  finds  in  ardent 
spirits  a  temporary  defence  against 
his  worst  enemies,  cold  and  hunger. 
When  fatigued  by  labor,  they  restore 
his  strength  ;  when  without  employ- 
ment, they  serve  to  banish  the  taedi- 
«m  of  absolute  idleness.  A  certain 
d-egree  of  indulgence  in  spirit  be- 
comes, therefore,  to  the  laboring 
class,  almost  a  matter  of  necessity  ; 
drinking  is  an  affair  of  daily  occur- 
rence, and  the  gradual  increase  of 
the  potation  leads  on  to  confirmed 
and  inveterate  drunkenness. 

Another  cause  of  intemperance, 
common  to  all  classes,  may  be  found 
in  the  depression  of  spirits  conse- 
quent on  misfortune.  The  loss  of 
friends  or  of  wealth,  the  disappoint- 
ment of  long-cherished  hopes,  drive 
many  unfortunate  persons  to  indul- 
gence in  ardent  spirit  as  a  means  of 
drowning  sorrow.  This  class  of 
drunkards  is  surely  the  most  to  be 
pitied. 

Tho  prevention  of  drunkenness  is 


evidently  to  be  sought  for  in  the  re- 
moval of  those  causes  which  have 
been  mentioned  as  leading  to  it. 
The  practice  of  giving  liquor  to 
children  is  strongly  to  be  reprobat- 
ed ;  they  should  on  no  account  be 
indulged  in  the  use  of  it,  even  in  the 
most  moderate  degree ;  since  the 
very  aversion  which  the  taste  of  the 
article,when  unsophisticated,  inspires, 
may  be  the  means  of  saving  many 
from  the  miseries  incident  to  its  use  ; 
— to  remove  it,  therefore,  by  this 
early  initiation  into  the  practice,  is 
scarcely  less  than  madness.  For 
the  rest,  that  species  of  drunkenness 
which  is  the  consequence  of  social 
indulgence  can  only  be  prevented 
by  avoiding  scenes  of  dissipation  : 
and  in  those  who  are  betrayed  into 
it  by  the  habits  of  manuni  labor, 
which  seem  to  demand  such  a  sup- 
port, a  conviction  must  if  possible  be 
created,  that  no  actual  increase  of 
corporeal  vigor  can  be  obtained  by 
such  means;  that  their  potations, 
instead  of  strengthening,  actually 
weaken  them  ;  that,  while  they  pro- 
duce an  excitement  of  the  brain 
which  impels  them  to  put  forth  more 
than  the  usual  amount  of  muscular 
force,  they  waste  this  force  in  a  far 
greater  degree  than  they  call  it  into 
exercise.  To  the  depressed  and  un- 
fortunate, the  means  of  preventing 
this  habit  are  also  open  ;  they  con- 
sist in  a  due  regulation  of  the  mind, 
in  resisting  the  influence  of  despond- 
ence, and  in  seeking  new  channels 
of  industry  and  exertion. 

The  remaining  topic,  and  by  far 
the  most  interesting  which  presents 
itself  in  connection  with  this  subject, 
is  that  of  arresting  this  vice  in  its 
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progress, — of  curing,  in  other  words, 
the  disease  of  drunkenness.  Those 
which  have  been  proposed  for  this 
purpose  may  be  arranged  in  two 
general  classes,  namely,  the  physical 
and  the  moral ;  and  it  has  been,  per- 
haps, by  adopting  one  of  these  class- 
es of  remedies  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  other,  that  both  have  so  often 
proved  unavailitig. 

Before  considering,  however,  the 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  their 
combination,  an  important  question 
presents  itself.  How  far  is  it  safe, 
supposing  it  can  be  effected,  to  put  a 
sudden  check  to  a  course  of  intem- 
perance, which  has  continued  for  a 
considerable  time?  Does  not  the 
system  at  last  become  so  habituated 
to  the  indulgence,  that  it  cannot  be 
given  up  without  danger  to  life  ? — 
If  so,  after  what  period  does  this  state 
of  the  system  occur,  and  by  what 
symptoms  is  it  recognised  ? 

We  have  said  that  this  question 
was  an  important  one.  It  seems 
peculiarly  so  when  we  consider,  that 
in  many  cases  of  confirmed  drunken- 
ness, almost  the  only  hope  of  cure  is 
presented  by  the  chance  of  giving 
the  system  some  sudden  shock,  by 
which  the  habit  may  at  once  be 
broken  up  ;  and  if  this  course  is  at- 
tended with  imminent  danger  to  life, 
the  physician  or  friend  will  be  com- 
pelled, in  such  case,  to  leave  the  in- 
dividual to  his  fate,  since,  of  howe- 
ver little  value  his  life  may  be  under 
such  circumstances,  he  cannot  be 
justified  in  taking  it  from  him.  What 
then  is  the  amount  of  evidence  by 
which  such  a  state  of  things,  at  any 
assigned  period  of  the  drunkard's 
progress,  is  made  out } 


The  ground  which  is  taken  by  the 
advisers  of  moderate  measures,  in 
the  cases  alluded  to,  seems  to  be 
this  ; — that  there  are  certain  states 
of  the  system,  induced  by  the  conti- 
nued action  of  morbid  agents,  which 
cause  the  sudden  cessation  of  these 
actions  to  be  attended  with  danger. 
Thus  it  is  said  that  persons  accus- 
tomed to  the  noisome  atmosphere  of 
a  dungeon,  have  borne  with  difficulty 
a  sudden  transfer  to  a  purer  medium  ; 
and  that  those  who  have  become 
climated  in  an  unhealthy  country, 
contract  diseases  on  removing  to 
other  regions.  From  these  and  si- 
milar facts  it  is  argued,  that  however 
morbid  may  be  the  actions  of  the 
system  which  result  from  intempe- 
rance, the  constitution  becomes  at 
length  inured  to  these  actions,  and 
they  cannot  suddenly  be  interrupted 
without  imminent  hazard. 

This  argument,  although  specious, 
will  not,  perhaps,  on  examination, 
be  found  altogether  conclusive  ;  for, 
although  the  malaria  of  a  prison  and 
the  atmosphere  of  an  unhealthy  cli- 
mate are  in  general  noxious  agents, 
it  will  not  be  contended  that  they 
are  so  in  the  instances  cited.  In- 
stead of  acting  as  poisons,  they  have, 
by  the  supposition,  become  necessa- 
ry to  the  health.  If  it  were  neces- 
sary to  seek,  in  the  influence  of  at- 
mosphere, an  example  analogous  to 
that  of  intemperance,  we  should  se- 
lect a  better  one,  perhaps,  in  the  in- 
stance of  intermittents  from  marsh 
miasma.  The  case  of  a  person  suf- 
fering from  tertian  or  quartan  ague, 
is  not  very  different  from  that  of  the 
periodical  drunkard,  who  permits  an 
interval  of  three  or  four  days  to 
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elapse  between  his  potations;  and 
drunkards  of  this  sort  are  not  ex- 
ceedingly rare.  Yet  we  should  much 
question  the  judgment  of  that  practi- 
tioner who  should  caution  the  patient 
with  intermittent  against  changing 
his  situation,  lest  the  attacks  of  ague 
should  suddenly  cease,  and  thus  his 
system  be  deprived  of  its  accustomed 
^revolutions.  If  indeed  our  judgment 
^n  this  subject  is  to  be  formed  from 
analogy,  perhaps  a  belter  one  may 
be  found  in  the  influence  of  some 
other  aiaorlaid  poisons,  the  habitual 
actions  of  which  on  the  system  are 
the  necessary  condition  of  certain 
kinds  of  occupation,  or  from  peculiar 
♦circumstances  have  been  found  com- 
mon to  a  large  number  of  persons. 
Numbers  of  workmen,  as  Is  wel4 
known,  are  constantly  employed  in 
separating  quicksilver  from  its  ores, 
and  the  consequence  of  a  constant 
contact  with  this  substance  is  the 
Tuin  of  their  health  ;  but  we  never 
iiear  of  their  suflfering  from  being 
removed  from  these  influences, 
though  a  circumstance  not  likely,  if 
true,  to  have  escaped  observation. 
Individuals  habitually  using  wines 
adulterated  with  lead  may  be  sup- 
posed to  become  at  length  accustom- 
ed to  their  influence  ;  yet  we  appre- 
hend little  caution  would  be  thought 
necessary  in  directing  such  persons 
to  abandon  so  perilous  a  habit. 
Painters  become,  in  a  certain  sense, 
habituated  to  the  same  metal ;  yet 
we  should  hardly  think  of  giving 
such  advice  to  one  who  was  reco- 
vering from  colica  pictonum,  as 
would  render  probable  the  return  of 
the  disease,  lest  the  too  sudden  aban- 
donment of  the  system  by  such  a 


companion  should  prove  an  injurious 
change.  Is  it  urged  that  in  these 
cases  the  organic  and  not  the  nerv- 
ous system  is  concerned  ;  we  might 
still  adduce  more  appropriate  in- 
stances. Those  engaged  in  manipu- 
lations in  which  narcotic  substances 
are  employed,  are  known  to  be  un- 
favorably aflected  by  their  influence. 
But  we  doubt  whether  a  change  of 
occupation,  in  such  persons,  has  ever 
been  found  to  produce  those  fatal 
effects  which  might,  on  this  theory, 
be  expected  from  it,  and  we  are  cer- 
tainly inclined  to  believe  the  contrary. 

We  may  perhaps  pursue  this  in- 
quiry more  profitably,  however,  by 
considering  the  peculiar  symptoms 
of  that  stage  of  drunkenness  to  which, 
if  to  any,  the  argument  is  applicable. 
It  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands, 
that  so  long  as  the  indulgence  in 
liquor  is  but  occasional,  so  long  as 
it  cannot  be  called  a  habit,  the  dan- 
ger from  its  omission  is  too  trifling 
to  be  regarded.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  conceded  that  when,  from  long- 
continued  intemperance,  structural 
changes  have  been  produced,  such 
as  occur  in  the  liver  and  other  visce- 
ra, the  stimulant  must  be  discontinu- 
ed at  all  hazards.  The  state  between 
these, — that  in  which  intoxication  is 
confirmed  into  a  habit,  but  without 
having  as  yet  produced  its  worst  ef- 
fects on  the  constitution, — is  the  cri- 
tical period.  At  this  period  the 
drunkard  experiences  his  periodical 
cravings  for  his  dram, — that  inward 
gnawing  which  cannot  be  borne,  and 
which  must  be  relieved,  and  can  be 
relieved  only  by  renewing  the  ine- 
briating draught.  If  this  were  indeed 
the  only  condition  of  escape  from 
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the  suffering  of  this  state,  the  condi- 
tion of  the  drunl^ard  would  be  truly 
deplorable  ;  since  the  inevitable  ef- 
fect of  drinking  would  thus  become 
its  necessary  cause.  But  this  is  cer- 
tainly not  the  case  ;  for  the  most  in- 
veterate drinker  will  often  allow  this 
state  to  subside,  as  it  will  at  length 
of  its  own  accord,  or  relieve  it  by 
other  means,  and  will  wait  till  the 
balance  of  his  system  is  restored  and 
his  strength  renewed,  before  he  ven- 
tures to  repeat  the  indulgence.  That 
a  certain  craving  sensation  is  the  im- 
mediate consequence  of  a  fit  of  in- 
temperance, is  in  the  great  propor- 
tion of  cases  undoubtedly  true  ;  but 
to  confound  this  with  the  morbid  ap- 
petite which  induced  the  indulgence, 
is,  we  apprehend,  a  serious  error. 
The  drunkard,  in  repeating  his 
draught,  is  not  always  impelled  to  it 
by  a  necessity  arising  from  the  re- 
action which  succeeds  his  last  pota- 
tion :  this  reaction  brings  with  it  re- 
pentance and  loathing  ;  and  often  it 
is  not  till  these  have  passed  away, 
that  the  desire  for  liquor  returns, — 
a  desire  which  his  resolution  is  not 
able  to  withstand. 

Admitting,  then,  what  cannot  be 
denied,  that  the  drunkard  who  is 
used  to  periodical  libations  will,  at 
the  return  of  certain  periods,  feel  an 
almost  irresistible  longing  for  his 
usual  gratification,  it  by  no  means 
follows  that  the  resistance  of  this 
longing,  even  to  the  entire  omission 
of  the  stimulus,  will  be  followed  by 
any  dangerous  consequence  ;  on  the 
contrary,  both  reason  and  experience 
teach  that  if  successfully  resisted  in 
one  instance,  the  temptation  will 
recur  each  time  with  less  power,  and 


at  length  entirely  cease.  That  no 
ill  consequences  follow  the  omission 
in  these  cases,  is  confessedly  not? 
proved,  and  is  perhaps  incapable  of 
proof ;  but  the  cases  where  such 
have  been  supposed  to  occur  are 
very  few,  and  by  no  means  suffi- 
ciently decisive  to  warrant  the  in- 
ference that  such  omission  is  attend- 
ed with  serious  danger. 

But  defective  as  the  supposition 
alluded  to  is  in  point  of  argument,  it 
is  still  in  accordance  with  a  common 
prejudice  ;  and  if  the  drunkard  could 
be  made  to  give  up  his  potations  hy 
degrees,  the  end  in  view  would  be 
equally  obtained,  and  perhaps  with 
less  suffering  on  his  part  than  if  they 
were  at  once  to  be  abandoned.  But 
it  is  in  the  practical  application  of 
the  theory  that  the  main  difficulty 
lies.  Many  ingenious  expedients  ara 
indeed  recorded  by  which  the  victim 
of  intoxication  has  been  induced  to 
abridge,  from  day  to  day,  the  quanti- 
ty of  his  liquor.  But,  for  the  most 
part,  such  expedients  always  have, 
and,  from  the  nature  of  things,  always 
must  prove  futile.  The  drunkard 
cannot  renounce  his  habits  by  de- 
grees. He  cannot  day  after  day 
repeat  the  labor  of  self-denial,  which 
is  as  essentially  necessary  to  a  reduc- 
tion, as  to  a  total  omission  of  his 
draught.  Nor  would  he  find,  we 
imagine,  in  the  diminished  quantity, 
a  charm  to  dissipate  completely  that 
uneasy  sensation  from  which  so  much 
danger  is  dreaded.  This  sensation 
is  a  feeling  of  pain,  and  unless  enough 
be  taken  to  stupify  it,  will  not  be 
effectually  relieved.  There  will  still 
remain  a  desire  for  more  ;  and  this, 
if  resisted  ten  times  and  then  yielded 
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to  once,  will  undo  in  a  moment  the 
work  of  so  much  time  and  labor. 

It  is  then  alike  the  dictate  of  rea- 
son and  of  experience,  that  the 
drunkard  should  stop  short  in  his 
career,  at  whatever  point  of  his 
downward  course  he  may  have  ar- 
rived, and  at  once  forsake  the  habit 
which  is  hurrying  him  to  ruin.  The 
effort  to  do  this  will  of  course  result 
principally  from  his  own  resolution  ; 
but  no  inconsiderable  aid  for  this 
purpose  can  be  afforded  him  by  his 
friend  or  medical  adviser.  He  will 
set  before  him,  in  strong  language, 
the  tremendous  consequences  of  the 
course  he  is  pursuing  ;  the  loss  of 
health,  of  reputation,  of  domestic 
comfort,  of  everything  which  makes 
life  valuable,  and  in  fine  of  life  itself. 
This  indeed  is  all  which,  until  of 
late,  it  seems  to  have  been  thought 
possible  to  do  for  the  drunkard,  and 
when  these  failed,  he  was  to  be  left 
to  his  fate.  Recently,  however,  an- 
other indication  for  the  cure  of  in- 
temperance has  been  suggested, 
which  has  been  acted  on  with  con- 
siderable success,  viz.,  that  of  in- 
spiring a  disgust  for  the  liquor,  by 
administering  it  in  union  with  some 
article  disgusting  in  taste,  or  disa- 
greeable and  painful  in  its  effects, 
and  especially  with  such  as  possess 
an  emetic  property.  On  this  princi- 
ple certain  popular  compounds  have 
been  formed,  containing  antimony, 
or  some  other  emetic,  as  their  prin- 
cipal ingredient,  combined  with 
some  article  capable  of  communi- 
cating to  the  whole  a  distinct  and 
peculiar  flavor.  A  certain  quantity 
of  this  compound  being  added  to  the 
favorite  liquor,  causes  it  to  produce 


vomiting  and  nausea  ;  the  recollec- 
tion of  which  being  associated  with 
the  spirit,  is  intended  to  inspire  the 
drunkard  with  a  lasting  aversion  for 
the  latter.  Whether  the  circumstance 
of  sapidity  in  the  article  employed 
would  favor  this  effect,  might  well 
be  doubted  ;  since  the  peculiar  taste, 
against  which  the  disgust  is  inspired, 
is  not  that  of  the  liquor  itself,  but  of 
something  distinct  from  it,  and  would 
therefore  seem  less  likely  to  produce 
the  desired  effect.  In  practice,  how- 
ever, sapid  articles  have  obtained 
the  preference. 

With  respect  to  the  probability  of 
a  cure  from  this  mode  of  treatment, 
we  seem  scarce  able  as  yet  to  form 
a  decisive  judgment.  In  many  in- 
stances its  success  has  been  unequi- 
vocal and  entire ;  the  individuals 
having  contracted  so  complete  a  dis- 
gust for  spirit,  as  never  to  have  tasted 
it  afterward.  In  a  greater  number 
this  effect  has  been  temporary,  lasting 
for  months  or  weeks  only,  while  in 
some,  little  or  no  effect  has  been 
produced.  The  conclusion  which 
may  be  gathered  from  the  reports  of 
the  most  intelligent  persons  who 
have  made  trial  of  this  method,  seems 
to  be  this  ; — that  where  the  moral 
powers  are  strong,  where  the  indivi- 
dual has  been  capable  of  reflection 
and  possessed  of  some  decision  of 
character,  these  have  stood  him  in 
stead  against  the  diminished  tempta- 
tion ;  so  that,  though  the  mere  ani- 
mal disgust  would  ere  long  be  effaced, 
time  will  in  the  mean  time  have  been 
afforded  to  the  patient  to  experience 
the  advantage  of  regular  habits,  and 
for  a  moral  energy  to  be  awakened 
adequate  to  preveot  him  from  incur- 
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ring  a  second  time  the  danger  he  has 
once  escaped, — while  on  the  other 
hand,  in  the  man  of  a  feeble  mind, 
and  without  force  of  character,  the 
temptation  will  gradually  regain  all 
its  original  power,  and  the  habit  re- 
assume  its  pristine  dominion. 


VACCINE  MATTER. 

The  French  Academy  of  Medical 
Science  approve  of  a  method  of  pre- 
serving this  substance  for  transporta- 
tion, by  enclosing  a  quill,  prepared  in 
the  usual  manner  and  dipped  in  it, 
in  another  quill  of  similar  shape  and 
size,  both  having  been  cut  so  as  to 
retain  at  their  largest  end  a  portion 
of  solid  substance,  sufficient  to  ex- 
clude the  air.  In  this  way  it  is  said 
the  matter  may  be  preserved  a  long 
time,  if  taken  as  early  as  the  fifth  or 
sixth  day,  before  it  has  lost  its  aque- 
ous character.  If  taken  later,  it  is 
said  to  have  more  tendency  to  de- 
composition. We  have  often  seen 
this  mode  adopted  as  a  convenient 
one  fur  transporting  matter  ;  but 
where  preservation  for  a  considera- 
ble time  is  required,  the  old  method 
of  enclosing  the  fresh  virus  between 
two  plates  of  glass  seems  to  us  pre- 
ferable. Whichever  mode  is  adopt- 
ed, an  external  covering  is  requisite 
as  a  preservative  from  light. 

Variularia. — A  very  valuable  ad- 
dition is  now  making  to  the  materia 


medica  by  the  foreign  chemists, 
though  we  believe  that  it  has  not 
yet  found  its  way  to  England.  It 
consists  in  the  use  of  variolaria  as  a 
substitute  for  qiiinine.  This  species 
of  lichen  grows  in  abundance  on  the 
bark  of  the  beech  tree  in  mountain- 
ous districts  ;  and,  from  experiments, 
we  believe,  tirst  tried  by  M.  Casse- 
beer,  it  is  proved  to  have  the  same 
febrifuge  qualities  as  the  Peruvian 
bark. — English  Paper, 

Transfusion, — The  unfortunate 
man  who  yesterday  underwent  the 
operation  of  having  blood  transfused 
into  his  veins  by  Mr.  Green,  at  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital,  as  the  only 
means  left  to  restore  his  life,  sank 
under  exhaustion,  and  died  yesterday 
afternoon  at  three  o'clock. — The 
last  successful  case  of  transfusion  of 
blood  was  performed  upon  a  lady  at 
Walworth  by  Dr.  Blundell,  on  the 
7th  of  December,  1828.— /6. 

The  Siamese  Brothers. — These 
twins  arrived  in  London,  in  good 
health,  on  the  20th  of  November. 
An  account  of  them,  drawn  apparently 
from  that  of  Dr.  Warren,  has  been 
presented  to  the  French  Academy 
by  Dr.  Niles,  of  Paris, — formerly  of 
this  city.  A  report  on  the  subject 
has  been  delivered  by  M.  Geoffroy 
St.  Hilaire,  but  the  substance  of  this 
latter  we  have  not  yet  learnt.— These 
twins  are  represented,  in  an  English 
Journal,  as  a  native  American  ! 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OP   DEATHS  IN  BOSTON,  ENDING  DECEMBER  19. 


Dat.  |Sex.|A're  | 


Due.  10. 
11. 


12.1 


13 


F.  17  yrs  rheumatic  fever 
F.  14  mo  measles 
F.  37  yrs  inflammation  of  bladder 
M.  29  {consumption 
M.  12  mo  infantile 
M.  34  yrs  consumption 
F.  44      I  typhous  fever 
M.  15  mo  measles 
M.  i  7      I  lung  fever 
F.  33  yrs  consumption 
M.  3  1-2  croup 


F.  30 
M.  68 
F.  57 


old  age 
consumption 
unknown 


Date.  lSex.|Age.  | 


Disease. 


10  mo  lung  fever 
54  yrs  1  brain  fever 
12  mo! unknown 
I  worms 

disease  of  the  head 
old  age 
unknown 
accidental 
disease  of  the  heart 
accidental 
dropsy  in  the  head 
do. 

M.i35yrs  intemperance 
Males,  16— Females,  11.    Total,  27. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE. 

THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  at 
BOWDOL>f  COLLEGE  will  com- 
mence on  TUESDAY,  February  23,  1830. 
Theorj'  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John 

Dei.amatter,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  J.  D.  Wells, 

Midwifery,  by  James  McKeen,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  P. 

Cleaveland,  M.D. 

The  Anatomical  Cabinet  is  exten- 
sive, and  very  valuable. 

The  Library,  already  one  of  the  best 
Medical  Libraries  in  the  United  States, 
continues  to  be  every  year  enriched  by 
New  Works,  both  foreign  and  domestic. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of 
this  Institution,  is  required  to  present  sa- 
tisfactory evidence  that  he  possesses  a 
good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fees  for  admission  to  all 
the  Lectures  is  $  50.  Graduating  fee, 
including  diploma,  $  10.  There  is  no 
matriculating  fee.  The  Lectures  continue 
three  months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of 
the  Lecture  term  in  May,  and  at  the  fol- 
lowing Commencement  of  the  College  in 
September.  A  systematic  course  of  in- 
struction, embracing  Recitations  in  all 
the  branches  of  Medical  Science,  Demon- 
strations, and  Lectures,  will  be  given  by 
the  Professors,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  annual  courses  of  I>ectures. 

Boarding  may  be  obtained  in  the  Com- 
mons Hall  at  a  very  reasonable  price. 

Brunswick^  Dec.  4,  1829. 

Dec.  15. — 4teop. 

NEW  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
TER &  HENDEE,— Malaria ;  an 
Essay  on  the  Production  and  Propagation 
of  this  Poison.  By  John  McCulloch, 
M.D.  F.R.S.,  &;c.  &c. 

An  Essay  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Inter- 
nal Ear.  By  I.  A.  Saissy,  M.D.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French,  by  Nathan  R. 
Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
University  of  Maryland  ;  with  a  Supple- 
ment on  Diseases  of  the  External  Ear,  by 
the  Translator. 

Observations  on  the  Utility  and  Admi- 
nistration of  Purgative  Medicines,  in  seve- 
ral Diseases.  By  James  Hamilton,  M. 
D.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 


sicians, &c.  &c.  From  the  Fifth  Edin- 
burgh Edition. 

A  Treatise  on  Pathological  Anatomy. 
By  William  E.  Horner,  M.D.,  Adjunct 
Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Surgeon  at  the  Infirmary 
of  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse,  Member 
of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
&c. 

Elements  of  Operative  Surgery.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French  of  A.  Tavernier, 
Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the  Faculty  of  Pa- 
ris, &;c.,  with  copious  Notes  and  Addi- 
tions.   By  S.  D.  Gross,  M.D. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Nature,  Cause  and 
Treatment  of  Contagious  Typhus.  From 
the  German  of  J.  Val  De  Hildenbrand, 
Imperial  and  Royal  Counsellor,  Professor 
of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vienna,  Sec.  &lc.  By  S.  D.  Gross, 
M.D. 

An  Essay  on  the  Morbid  Sensibility  of 
the  Stomach  and  Bowels.  By  James 
Johnson,  M.D. 

Examinations  in  Anatomy,  Physiology, 
Practice  of  Physic,  Surger}?,  Chemistry, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Pharmacy.  For 
the  Use  of  Students.  By  Robert  Hoop- 
er, M.D.  Dec.  22. 

MORBID  ANATOMY. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  just  re- 
ceived,— The  Morbid  Anatomy  of 
the  Stomach,  Bowels  and  Liver  ;  illus- 
trated by  a  Series  of  Plates  from  Drawings 
after  Nature,  with  explanatory  letter 
press,  and  a  Summary  of  the  Symptoms 
of  the  Acute  and  Chronic  Affections  of  the 
above-named  Organs.  By  John  Arm- 
strong, M.D. 

The  above  work  will  be  completed  in 
six  numbers,  at  $  6,00  each.  Three 
numbers  are  already  published.  Sub- 
scriptions received  by  C.  &  H. 

Oct.  6.  2am3m 

MEMOIR  OF  DR.  HOLYOKE. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
TER &  HENDEE,— A  Memoir  of 
Edward  A.  Holyoke,  M.D.  LL.D.,  pre- 
pared in  compliance  with  a  vote  of  the 
Essex  South  District  Medical  Society. 
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I. 

MODERN  MEDICAL  ETHICS  ; 

Or  State  Maxims  in  Medicine. 
By  Philo-Ethicus,  Artium 
Magister,  (J-c. 

(Chapter  the  First.) 
Medical  Ethics  (in  the  modern 
sense)  must  be  considered  the  most 
important  branch  of  our  profession- 
al studies,  because  it  involves  the 
science  of  life  (a  knowledge  of  hu- 
man nature)  and  the  art  of  turning 
that  knowledge  to  the  greatest 
possible  advantage.  Now  it  is 
very  remarkable  that,  although 
this  noble  science  of  life,  this  use- 
ful artyhdiS  been  cultivated  with 
great  success  during  the  last  twen- 
ty years,  and  is  now  brought  to  the 
highest  degree  of  perfection,  not  a 
line  has  been  written  on  the  sub- 
ject, or  any  code  of  instructions 
put  on  record,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  rising  or  the  falling  generation! 
It  appears  to  be  what  lawyers  call 
the  LEX  NON  scRiPTA  ; — it  is  per- 
fectly well  understood  by  adepts  ; 
but  hitherto  it  has  been  thought 
incapable  of  taking  a  tangible 
shape,  even  under  the  creative 
power  of  the  press.  We  believe 
this  is  partly  true  ;  for  much  of 
the  noble  art  is,  like  the  tact  or 
even  the  skill  of  the  physician,  in- 
communicable by  words.  But 
still  we  hope  to  show  that  there 
are  fundamental  maxims  in  medi- 
cal ethics  which  will  prove  useful 
text-books  for  those  who  are  de- 
47 


sirous  of  making  progress  in  the 
art.  Some  one  has  said,  "  ars 
tota  in  observationibus" — that  is, 
medical  practice  consists  entirely 
in  the  treatment  of  single  cases. 
So  in  medical  ethics,  the  whole 
consists  of  insulated  maxims  found- 
ed on  observation.  These  maxims 
require  no  particular  arrangement 
— at  least  we  shall  give  them  none 
— but  we  will  set  them  down  as 
they  occur  to  our  recollection,  and 
solicit  the  assistance  of  our  friends 
in  augmenting  the  list  from  time  to 
time.  We  shall  commence  with 
the  medical  man's  initiation  into 
practice.  With  the  previous  edu- 
cation, classical  or  professional, 
we  have  nothing  to  do.  There 
are  different  opinions  respecting 
the  necessity  of  either  ;  and  we 
shall  not  attempt  to  unloose  the 
Gordian  knot. 

CHAPTER  I. 
Maxim  I. 

Set  up  your  carriage.  Without 
this  symbol  you  cannot  get  into 
practice — without  it,  you  could 
not  get  through  practice — and 
without  it,  you  should  not  go  out 
of  practice.  To  get  into  practice, 
let  your  carriage  be  elegant,  your 
liveries  splendid,  your  horses,  very 
fast  goers.  If  they  run  over  half 
a  dozen  hapless  pedestrians  annual- 
ly, and  your  coachman  is  punished 
by  the  magistrates,  all  the  better. 
Even  an  occasional  deodand  will 
be  a  God-send  in  the  way  of  repu- 
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tation.  To  get  through  practice, 
you  may  slacken  your  pace,  reduce 
the  breadth  of  the  eaibroidery  on 
your  liveries,  paint  your  carriage 
but  once  in  three  years,  and  ex- 
chan(];e  your  blood  horses  for  com- 
mon jobs.  To  get  out  of  practice, 
it  is  not  essentially  necessary  to 
put  down  your  carriage.  There 
are  many  other  auxiliaries,  which 
it  would  be  useless  to  mention. 
The  progress  is  somewhat  analo- 
gous to  that  of  parturition, — it  is 
wonderful  what  Nature  and  TixME 
will  do  in  this  way  ! 

You  should  never  be  seen  lolling 
about  in  your  carriage,  "  spying 
farlies"  out  of  the  windows.  Al- 
ways appear  to  be  making  notes  of 
your  appointments  ;  and  ever  and 
anon  call  out  to  the  coachman  to 
quicken  his  pace.  Be  sure  to  have 
an  inkstand  pinned  in  front  of  the 
carriage,  and  keep  the  seat  strew- 
ed with  letters  from  your  patients. 

Max.  II. 

Dress  and  Address. — Great  at- 
tention should  be  paid  to  these, 
\\\\\\e getting  into  practice.  When 
your  reputation  is  Hrmly  establish- 
ed, your  dress  may  be  slovenly 
even  to  malproprete  ;  and  your 
address  may  be  uncourteous  even 
to  rudeness,  with  considerable  ad- 
vantage. Strange  as  it  may  ap- 
pear, it  is  yet  a  certain  fact,  that 
it  is  nearly  as  difficult  to  throw  off 
as  to  acquire  a  w^ell-earned  fame 
in  medicine.  On  the  other  hand, 
fame  without  a  solid  foundation,  is 
like  a  ship  without  ballast, — liable 
to  be  upset  by  the  lirst  squall. 

Max.  III. 
Search  the  journals  for  a  long 
catalogue  of  desperate  cases,  which 
you  are  to  get  carefully  by  heart, 
making  them  all  terminate  favora- 
bly under  your  own  superintend- 
ence.    With  a  minute  retail  and 


detail  of  these,  you  are  to  entertain 
each  of  your  patients  during  three- 
fourths  of  the  time  which  you  de- 
vote to  the  daily  visit.  You  are 
also  to  relate  the  same  histories  to 
every  individual  with  whom  you 
come  in  contact,  professional  or 
non-professional,  so  long  as  they 
have  patience  to  listen  to,  or  cre- 
dulity to  believe  them.  This 
maxim  ranks  next  in  respectabili- 
ty, and  perhaps  success,  to  the  in- 
genious patent  one  of  Dr.  Eady. 

Max.  IV. 
Never  appear  at  the  Opera, 
theatre,  public  assembly,  private 
party,  or  medical  society,  without 
a  well-arranged  plan  of  being  call- 
ed out, — in  other  words,  of  being 
"  particularly  wanted,''  to  attend 
some  person  in  great  danger.  If 
any  noted  personage  can  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  lend  his  or  her  name, 
as  the  appellant  on  such  occasions, 
the  patronage  will  be  invaluable. 
The  moment  the  call  is  made,  you 
are  to  bustle  forth,  otherwise  the 
advantage  of  a  personal  recognition 
may  be  lost. 

Max.  V. 

Hospitals  and  Infirmaries,  There 
is  now  some  discrepancy  of  opinion 
respecting  the  policy  of  connecting 
yourself  with  a  public  institution. 
If  you  are  very  clever^  you  will 
hardly  want  such  an  auxiliary  ; — 
if  very  much  the  reverse,  you  may 
stand  a  chance  of  some  unpleasant 
exposures.  In  all  cases  it  is  very 
proper  to  present  yourself  as  a 
candidate,  taking  care  to  procure 
a  long  list  of  testimonials  for  the 
printed  circular  and  for  the  public 
advertisement.*    If  defeated,  you 

*  There  is  not  the  slightest  necessity 
even  to  announce  your  intention  to  can- 
vass for  an  appointment  to  an  hospital  or 
dispensary,  when  any  vacancy  occurs. 
You  have  only  to  say  that  you  will,  on  a 
fuiure  occasion.^  present  yourself  as  a  can- 
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have  made  yourself  favorably 
known  to  the  public,"  and  are  en- 
tered on  the  list  for  every  future 
contest.  If  successful,  a  wide 
theatre  for  your  talents  and  inge- 
nuity is  opened.  As  a  matter  of 
course,  you  become  a  public  lec- 
turer; and  a  necessary  consequence 
is,  a  niche  in  the  Temple  of 
Fame,  i.  e.,  the  head  of  the  first 
colufnn  in  every  morning  paper. 
In  this  extended  metropolis,  it  is 
essential  that  every  facility  should 
be  given  to  students,  who  wish  to 
attend  your  lectures;  and  therefore 
the  particulars  are  to  be  learnt,  not 
only  at  the  school  where  you  teach, 
but  at  all  the  medical  booksellers' 
shops,  and  especially  at  your  own 
residence^  which  is  to  be  carefully 
pointed  out  in  the  newspapers. 
But  besides  these  announcements, 
you  are  frequently  to  advertise 
your  lectures  on  a  new^  and  specific 
plan.  Not  only  are  all  the  diseases 
on  which  you  descant  to  be  minute- 
ly enumerated  in  the  advertisement, 
but  the  principal  symptoms  of  these 
diseases  are  to  figure  in  the  columns 
of  the  Times,  Herald,  and  other 
fashionable  papers.  These  are 
your  golden  advertisements,* 

You  are  also  to  publish,  through 
every  possible  channel,  a  monthly 
or  quarterly  numerical  view  of 
your  public  practice,  according  to 
a  peculiar  plan  of  registry  of  your 
own.  The  following  specimen 
will  afford  you  some  idea  of  the 
plan. 

Of  1000  patients   treated  at 

 ,    during   the    month  of 

 ,  nine  hundred  were  com- 
pletely cured  ;  75  were  grea*tly 

(lidate.  This  is  an  excellent  and  legiti- 
mate advertisement. 

*  It  is  not  necessary,  nor  is  it  at  all  ex- 
I>ected,  that  lectures  should  be  actually 
delivered  by  those  who  keep  them  con- 
stantly advertised.  That  is  quite  a  se- 
parate concera. 


relieved  ;  15  absented  themselves  ; 
9  were  discharged  incurable  ;  and 
1  died. 

In  visiting  out-patients  of  the 
hospital  or  dispensary,  you  should 
always  leave  your  carriage  or  ca- 
briolet at  the  door  of  the  best 
house  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
patient.  This  will  well  reward 
you  for  the  little  additional  walk. 

Max.  VI. 
You  must,  by  all  means,  make  a 
collection  of  diseased  structures, 
by  begging  all  morbid  parts  that 
your  friends  may  meet  with.  It  is 
not  of  the  slightest  importance  that 
you  should  be  acquainted  with  the 
histories  of  the  cases.  These  spe- 
cimens of  diseases^  or  Bottle 
Imps,"  you  are  to  keep  ranged  in 
the  room  where  you  see  your  pa- 
tients, or  in  a  neighboring  apart- 
ment ;  and  you  should  take  care  to 
show  them  to  all  your  patients, 
telling  them  that  these  were  the 
only  cases  which  you  failed  to  cure 
in  your  extensive  practice,  and 
that  they  are  now  bottled  up  for  the 
benefit  of  the  living,  as  they  ena- 
ble you  to  detect  diseases  with  un- 
erring certainty.  This  is  a  mea- 
sure of  the  very  first  importance. 

Max.  VII. 
Write  a  book  ;  or  rather  get 
some  literary  hack  to  write  one 
for  you,  and  dedicate  it  at  once  to 
the  general  reader.  Medical  men 
have  neither  time  to  read,  nor  mo- 
ney to  buy  the  tentative  essays  of 
their  contemporaries  ; — address 
yourself,  therefore,  boldly  to  the 
whims,  prejudices,  fears  and  foi- 
bles of  tiie  public.  In  your  book, 
there  is  no  occasion  to  investigate 
principles,  but  only  to  display  the 
superiority  of  your  own  practice. 
Let  your  work  therefore  be  stud- 
ded with  desperate  cases,  all  ter- 
minating favorably,  after  the  first 
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men  in  the  profession  had  failed. 
Give  no  other  names  or  places  of 
residence  except  the   Duke  of 

A  ,  the  Marquess  of  B  , 

the  Earl  of  C  ,  and  so  on  ;  and 

never  descend  lower  than  an  M.P. 
Interlard  the  cases  with  extracts 
of  letters  from  your  patients,  de- 
scribing their  complaints,  and  the 
great  efficacy  of  your  medicines. 
Dedicate  your  work  to  some  fash- 
ionable physician  or  surgeon,  from 
whom  you  will  be  sure  to  receive 
a  complimentary  letter  that  will 
be  very  serviceable  on  many  occa- 
sions afterwards. 

Supposing  (which  is  not  very 
likely  to  be  the  case)  that  you 
have  made  any  useful  discovery  in 
medicine  or  surgery, — you  are  not 
to  be  such  a  simpleton  as  to  reveal 
it  openly  to  your  professional  breth- 
ren, who  would  instantly  take  ad- 
vantage of  it,  without  thanking  you 
for  your  candor.  No.  You  are 
to  manage  this  point  with  great 
care  and  caution.  A  complete 
concealment  of  the  remedy  would 
subject  you  to  the  imputation  of 
quackery  ;  but  you  may  throw 
such  obscurity  about  the  prepara- 
tion, the  dose,  the  administration, 
&c.,  of  the  medicine,  while  at  the 
same  time  you  dilate  so  amply  on 
its  miraculous  efficacy,  as  to  draw 
to  yourself  the  whole  practice  of 
the  remedy.  If  it  be  a  piece  of 
surgery,  as  straightening  a  crooked 
spine,  widening  a  narrow  channel, 
removing  a  troublesome  excres- 
cence, or,  in  short,  performing  any 
operation,  then  you  are  to  show 
that  a  peculiar  manual  dexterity, 
which  cannot  be  described  in  words, 
has  given  you  a  facility  and  success 
quite  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
public. 

Max.  VIII. 
If  you  are  dubious  of  success, 
become  a  violent  sectarian  or  po- 


litician. You  will  then  be  sure 
of  employment  among  one  party. 
Half  a  loaf  is  better  than  no 
bread. 

M4X.  IX. 

The  Grand  Secret.— The  key- 
stone maxim  on  which  all  the 
great  principles  of  medical  ethics 
rest,  has  not  yet  been  stated.  It 
is  to  occupy  a  great  portion  of 
your  nightly  studies  and  daily 
avocations.  You  should  not  move 
a  step  without  it.  It  is  to  the 
medical  practitioner  what  the 
compass  is  to  the  mariner, — what 
the  pillar  of  light  was  to  the  wan- 
dering Israelites.  It  consists  in 
the  constant  habit  or  practice  of 
extolling  yourself^  and  depreciating 
your  neighbor.  This  is,  fortunate- 
ly, not  only  the  most  useful  max- 
im, but  it  is  that  which  is  most 
easily  put  in  execution,  and  has' 
the  widest  field  for  its  applica- 
tion. No  day  in  the  week,  nor 
hour  in  the  day,  can  pass  without 
presenting  you  with  abundant  op- 
portunities for  working  this  grand 
engine  of  advancement.  It  has 
this  advantage,  too,  that  it  may 
be  practised,  by  way  of  amuse- 
ment, at  those  periods  when  you 
have  no  other  kind  of  practice  on 
hand.  All  your  friends  can  assist 
you  in  this  way,  without  opening 
their  purses  ;  and  a  gossiping  fe- 
male, with  a  long  and  nimble 
tongue,  may  go  far  to  make  your 
fortune. 

It  is  of  great  importance,  how- 
ever, that  you  should  acquire 
adroitness  and  tact  in  the  exercise 
of  this  leading  maxim.  Gross 
self-flattery  may  draw  on  you  ri- 
dicule ;  and  open  defamation  of 
your  neighbor  might  draw  on  you 
the  harpies  of  the  law.  Thus, 
suppose  you  are  called  in  to  a 
dangerous  case,  where  another 
practitioner  has  been  before  you. 
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You  are  rtot  to  say,  in  the  presence 
of  competent  witnesses,  that  your 
predecessor  had  murdered,  or 
poisoned,  or  ruined  the  patient. 
For  doing  so,  £500,  with  costs, 
were  paid  not  a  thousand  years 
ago.  If  you  have  a  particle  of 
expression  in  your  countenance, 
you  may,  by  looks,  and  gestures, 
and  tones,  and  monosyllables,  ef- 
fectually harrow  up  the  feelings 
•  of  the  parents  or  friends,  and  con- 
vince them  that  the  life  of  the 
patient  has  been  endangered  or 
lost  by  the  practice  hitherto  pur- 
sued. 

"  Sunt  verba  et  voces  quibus  hunc,  vex- 
are,  dolorem.'"* 

The  less  danger  there  is  in  the 
case,  the  more  decidedly  must 
you  make  it  appear  that  there  is 
now  scarcely  a  chance  of  recove- 
ry ;  but  nevertheless  you  will 
make  one  effort  to  save  life.  A 
cure  performed  under  such  des- 
perate circumstances,  will  great- 
ly spread  your  own  fame,  while  it 
fulfils  the  other  part  of  the  grand 
maxim,  by  depreciating  your 
neighbor. 

In  all  cases,  without  exception, 
where  you  are  separately  applied 
to  as  the  secondary  or  ternary 

*  The  writer  of  this  article  is  now  at- 
tending the  wife  of  a  tradesman,  who  had 
been  under  the  care  of  a  respectable  prac- 
titioner in  Southwark,  and  who  recom- 
mended his  patient  to  go  into  the  country 
for  a  few  weeks,  giving  her,  at  the  same 
time,  some  prescriptions  for  her  use.  She 
went  to  a  village  fourteen  miles  from 
town  ;  but  not  getting  better,  she  sent  for 
a  practitioner  of  the  place,  and  showed 
him  the  prescriptions  of  the  other  gentle- 
man. He  did  not  mince  the  matter,  but 
exclaimed  at  once,  that  she  might  just  as 
well  have  been  swallowing  arsenic  all  the 
time,  as  the  medicines  she  had  been  tak- 
ing !  She  believed  it, — came  back  to 
town  soon  afterwards, — and  discarded  her 
former  medical  attendant  without  his 
knowing  why  or  wherefore!  Nothing  is 
more  common  than  this  practice. 


(iorisultant,  you  are  to  ex|iress' 
your  regret  that  you  had  not  seen 
the  case  before  it  had  gone  thus^ 
far.  By  this  expression  you  do 
not  entirely  violate  the  truth,  and 
even  if  it  comes  to  the  ears  of  the 
former  consultants,  you  may  de- 
fend the  expression,  as  one  used 
by  the  very  first  authorities  in  the 
profession. 

In  consultations,  and  especially 
in  this  metropolis,  it  is  necessary 
to  be  a  little  cautious  how  you 
express  or  insinuate  disapproba- 
tion of  your  brethren  ; — and  lioiis 
from  the  country  often  get  them- 
selves into  difficulty  in  this  way, 
when  first    settling   in  London. 
Still,  although  it  may  not  be  pru- 
dent to  assume  any  superiority  on 
your  own  part,  or  inferiority  on 
the  part  of  your  colleagues,  you 
are  never  to  lose  sight  of  the  prin- 
ciple, but  to  manoeuvre  so  that 
the  patient  or  friends  may  infer 
that  superiority  which  you  dare 
not  openly  claim.    This  may  be 
done  in  a  thousand  ways,  by  a  man 
of  ingenuity.    Thus,  suppose  you 
are  called  in  when  an  acute  in- 
flammation has  been  subdued,_or 
all  but  subdued,  by  active  mea- 
sures, and  yet  where  pain,  irrita- 
bility, or  other  unpleasant  feelings 
remain  :  you  are  strongly  to  insist 
on  an  anodyne,  which  could  not 
have  been  safely  prescribed  be- 
fore.   The  consequence  will  be 
a  tranquil  night,  blessings  on  the 
new  doctor  and  his  prescription, 
and  as  a  necessary  corollary,  a 
reflection  on  the  previous  treat- 
ment. 

Suppose,  on  the  other  hand, 
some  acute  or  subacute  inflam- 
matory action  arises  in  the  course 
of  a  chronic  and  obscure  com- 
plaint, and  you  are  called  in  at 
this  juncture  :  you  are  immediate- 
ly to  recommend  moderate  deple- 
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tion  (the  measure,  in  fact,  which 
was  about  to  be  employed  by  the 
previous  attendants);  the  conse- 
quence of  which  will  be,  a  tem- 
porary amelioration  of  symptoms, 
and  a  conviction,  on  the  part  of 
the  patient  and  friends,  that  this 
depletive  measure  ought  to  have 
been  long  before  employed.  If 
the  chronic  disease,  on  which  the 
acute  or  subacute  supervened,  be 
of  a  necessarily  fatal  nature,  you 
are  to  give  pretty  strong  hopes  to 
the  family  of  recovery,  especially 
if  the  prior  attendants  had  ex- 
pressed their  doubts  on  this  point. 
The  falsification  of  your  hopes  by 
the  final  event,  is  not  of  the  slight- 
est consequence.  You  will  have 
injured  your  colleagues,  mean 
time,  in  the  opinion  of  the  friends 
(for  the  last  opinion  is  always 
,  considered  the  best),  and  you  will 
have  plenty  of  time  to  modify 
your  prognosis  afterwards  ;  and, 
as  the  fatal  catastrophe  approach- 
es, to  fling  the  blame  on  your 
neighbors,  by  insinuating  that,  had 
more  active  measures  been  early 
employed,  the  event  would  have 
been  different.  This  is  a  first- 
rate  maxim,  and  is  one  of  great 
power  when  artfully  executed. 

If  an  opinion  has  been  given  by 
your  colleague  or  colleagues  as 
to  the  nature  or  seat  of  the  dis- 
ease, you  are  always  to  give  an 
opinion  somewhat  different,  and 
take  care  that  the  parents  or 
friends  of  the  patient  know  it. 
If  no  dissection  takes  place,  you 
are  triumphant,  because  you  can 
maintain  positively  that  you  were 
right,  and  that  the  others  were 
wrong.  If  a  post-mortem  exami- 
nation is  permitted,  you  must  still 
show  your  skill  and  dexterity  by 
making  the  pathology  correspond 
with  the  diagnosis.  Nothing  is 
more  easy  than  this,  to  a  man  of 


parts  and  pretensions.  Suppose, 
for  example,  that  a  man  dies  af- 
ter you  had  pronounced  that  the 
disease  was  inflammation  of  the 
brain.  When  the  scull-cap  is 
removed,  you  are  to  knead  the 
brain  with  your  fingers,  in  the 
same  way  that  a  baker  kneads 
dough  in  a  trough,  under  the  pre- 
tence that  you  are  feeling  for  ab- 
scesses. On  prosecuting  the  dis- 
section, you  will  find  some  por- 
tions of  brain  softene^i  down  by 
the  above  process.  These  you 
are  to  scrape  off  on  your  scalpel, 
and  triumphantly  show  them  round 
as  portions  of  suppurated  brain. 
It  is  of  no  consequence  that  there 
should  be  no  injection  of  vessels, 
or  other  marks  of  inflammation  : 
these  have  all  disappeared  before 
death,  leaving  the  purulent  mat- 
ter to  prove  the  correctness  of 
your  diagnosis.  In  short,  there 
is  no  part  of  the  body  in  which  a 
fertile  imajsjination  and  a  good  mo- 
dicum of  effrontery  may  not  easily 
make  out  traces  of  disease  for  the 
purpose  in  question.  And  having 
once  found  or  formed  these,  you 
are  to  declare  that  it  is  quite  un- 
necessary to  seek  for  causes  in 
any  other  places,  when  they  are 
so  evident  in  the  place  predicted 
before  death.  If  a  further  dis- 
section be  insisted  on,  and  more 
morbid  anatomy  turns  up,  you  are 
to  ridicule  the  idea  of  the  latter 
having  anything  to  do  with  the  dis- 
ease. All  other  morbid  appear- 
ances than  those  which  suit  your 
purpose,  are  to  be  voted  occur- 
rences in  the  agonies  of  death. — 
JMed.  Chir,  Review. 

II. 

DIVISIONS  OP  SMALLPOX. 

The  Medical  Gazette  has  begun 
again  to  give  us  histories  of  the  pro- 
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ceedings  of  the  London  Medical  So- 
cieties. The  following  dispute  on 
Smallpox  may  not  be  without  inte- 
rest to  our  readers. 

Dr.  Gregory  stated,  that,  rely- 
ing on  what  he  had  read  and  had 
been  taught  in  lectures,  he  had 
entered  into  practice  with  the 
impression  that  the  severity  of 
smallpox  was,  in  the  great  ma- 
jority of  cases,  in  the  direct  ratio 
of  the  number  of  pustules  ;  but 
that  he  had  soon  found  other  cir- 
cumstances of  more  importance 
than  the  one  alluded  to,  and  had 
ultimately  been  led  to  arrange 
the  different  varieties  of  smallpox 
under  the  five  following  heads: — 

1.  What  he  called  the  superfi- 
cial form  of  the  disease — in  which 
the  eruption,  whether  copious  or 
scanty,  was  fully  developed  on 
the  skin  with  a  well-marked  scar- 
lei  areola  round  the  pock,  and 
with  little  or  no  affection  of  the 
fauces  or  air  passages.  This 
form  always  does  well,  however 
copious  the  crop  of  pustules  may 
be. 

2.  The  cellular  form,  in  which 
the  variolous  action  extends  from 
the  skin  into  the  subjacent  cellular 
texture,  and  in  which  the  glands 
about  the  throat,  axilla,  and  groin, 
become  implicated.  This  exten- 
sion of  the  disease  is  apt  to  show 
itself  at  a  late  period,  giving  rise 
to  boils,  abscesses,  and  other  mis- 
chiefs, which  greatly  retard  con- 
valescence, and  occasionally  prove 
fatal.  He  had  known  a  patient 
die  from  an  abscess  forming  under 
each  scapula. 

3.  The  laryngeal  ^Qvm^  in  which 
the  variolous  action  extends  to 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
fauces,  larynx,  and  trachea,  in- 
terfering essentially  with  the 
function  of  respiration,  impeding 


the  oxygenation  of  the  blood,  and 
being,  in  consequence,  attended 
with  a  peculiar  claret  color  of  the 
pustules.  The  other  mucous 
membranes,  as  those  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal,  bladder,  vagina, 
&c.,  are  incapable  of  taking  on 
the  variolous  action  ;  but  in  the 
larynx  it  sometimes  runs  so  high 
as  to  produce  sloughing — a  speci- 
men of  which  the  Doctor  exhibit- 
ed. Even  the  eye,  which  so  fre- 
quently suffers  from  smallpox, 
Dr.  Gregory  affirms  to  do  so  from 
common  inilammation  only  ;  the 
pustule  on  the  cornea  not  appear- 
ing till  the  eruption  is  on  the  de- 
cline, and  therefore  not  being  a 
primary  or  essential  feature  of 
the  disease.  This  form  of  small- 
pox is  very  fatal  ;  the  eighth  and 
ninth  days  being  those  of  danger. 

4.  Some  persons,  especially 
those  liable  to  cerebral  affections, 
die  at  an  earlier  period — general- 
ly icilhin  the  first  eight  days. 
These  cases  are  ushered  in  by 
fierce  delirium,  succeeded  by 
symptoms  of  effusion  into  the 
brain.  Corresponding  appearances 
present  themselves  on  examination 
after  death.  To  this  variety  the 
Doctor  gives  the  name  of  nervous 
smallpox  ;  and  he  believes  it  to 
depend  not  on  inflammation,  but 
on  a  specific  or  variolous  action. 
That  it  is  not,  strictly  speaking, 
inflammation,  is  rendered  proba- 
ble by  the  fact  of  the  blood,  when 
drawn  at  this  time,  not  exhibiting 
the  buffy  coat,  and  by  the  little 
benefit  derived  from  bloodletting. 

5.  The  last  variety  is  regarded 
as  depending  on  the  dissolution  of 
the  blood — marked  by  petechiae, 
passive  hemorrhages,  &c.  From 
this.  Dr.  Gregory  never  saw  any 
patient  recover  who  was  not 
guarded  by  previous  vaccination. 

Rather  an  animated  debate  fol- 
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lowed,  the  general  result  of  which 
was,  that  most  of  those  who  had 
seen  anything  of  smallpox,  recog- 
nized the  divisions  proposed  by 
Dr.  Gregory  as  correct,  and  lead- 
ing to  useful  practical  conse- 
quences :  still  they  were  not  ad- 
mitted as  distinct  species^  nor  as 
having  their  seat  in  essentially 
distinct  tissues — or,  at  least,  when 
any  besides  the  skin  and  raucous 
membranes  were  affected  at  all, 
such  affections  were  held  to  be 
only  common  inflammation. 


III. 

CASE  OF  THE  CURE  OF  OPEN  CANCER, 
BY  THE  EXHIBITION  OF  THE  CHLO- 
RIDE OF  SODA. 

By  Thomas  Buchanan,  CM. 

Sir, — I  shall  feel  obliged  by  the 
insertion  in  your  valuable  Journal 
of  the  following  history  of  a  case 
of  open  cancer,  cured  by  (what  I 
presume  to  be)  a  new  mode  of 
treatment,  after  other  modes  had 
failed. 

Jane  Spencer,  jet.  53,  of  Bur- 
ton-Pidsey,  in  Holdernets,  was 
under  my  care,  about  two  years 
ago,  for  cancer  of  the  right  mam- 
ma. She  had  been  several  years 
affected  with  this  dangerous  and 
insidious  disease,  and  had  applied 
to  various  practitioners,  in  parti; 
cular  to  the  late  Dr.  Aldersonj 
vyho  advised  extirpation  as  the 
only  means  of  saving  her  life. 
When  she  applied  to  me,  the 
right  breast  was  ulcerated  to  the 
extent  of  about  two  inches  in  dia- 
meter, including  part  of  the  nip- 
ple, and  extending  towards  the 
axilla,  with  darting  pains  in  the 
breast,  thorax,  and  armpit.  As 
the  patient  was  determined  against 
any  operation,  I  applied  the  tinc- 
ture of  iodine  over  the  whole  of 


the  breast,  and  dressed  the  wound 
with  the  ung.  resin,  comp.  The 
ulcer  healed  gradually,  but  slow- 
ly ;  the  pains  diminished  speedily; 
and  in  four  days  from  the  first  ap- 
plication she  was  entirely  freed 
from  suffering.  The  parts,  when 
healed,  remained  considerably  in- 
durated, but  showed  no  loss  of 
substance.  This  woman  was  one 
of  those  patients  mentioned  in  my 
late  work.* 

In  this  state  the  breast  continu- 
ed nearly  twelve  months,  when, 
in  the  beginning  of  June,  1829, 
the  whole  of  the  indurated  parts 
were  thrown  off,  leaving  a  foul 
fetid  ulcer  of  upwards  of  two 
inches  and  a  half  in  diameter, 
which  speedily  discharged  a  quan- 
tity of  thin,  bloody,  fetid  sanies. 
All  her  former  symptoms  of  dart- 
ing pains  in  the  breast,  thorax, 
axilla,  and  abdomen,  returned 
with  redoubled  violence. 

The  patient  continued  to  have 
the  ulcer  dressed  with  such  oint- 
ments as  she  could  procure,  until 
it  became  so  nauseous,  from  the 
fetid  smell  of  the  discharge,  as  to 
affect  not  only  her  own  health, 
but  that  of  her  son,  who  dressed 
the  wound.  In  this  state  she 
came  to  Hull,  and  applied  to  me, 
alleging  that  as  she  had  found 
benefit  formerly,  she  felt  assured 
that  I  could  do  her  good  this  time 
also."  Having,  prior  to  this  pe- 
riod, frequently  used  a  weak  so- 
lution of  the  chloride  of  soda  as  a 
gargle  in  ulcerations  of  the  mouth 
and  throat,  as  well  as  in  foul  ul- 
cers, I  was  induced,  from  these 
circumstances,  to  apply  this  pow- 
erful medicine  in  the  case  be- 
fore me,  and  of  the  following 
strength  : — 


*  Essay  on  the  Treatment  of  Diseased 
Joints,  and  the  Non-union  of  Fracture,&;c. 
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Jl.  Liq.  Ghor.  Soda;  3vi. 

Aquae  Distill.  Sviiij.  M.ft.Lotio. 

I  dipped  a  pledget  of  lint  into 
this  lotion,  and  applied  it  to  the 
diseased  portion  of  the  breast, 
with  directions  to  keep  the  parts 
constantly  moist  with  it  ;  and  also 
to  take  two  tablespoonsful  of  the 
solution  three  times  a  day. 

The  following  day  the  discharge 
was  changed  to  the  color  and  con- 
sistence of  cream,  totally  divested 
of  its  fetid  disagreeable  smell. 
The  ulcer  healed  rapidly  ;  the 
whole  of  it  was  soon  covered  with 
healthy  skin  ;  forming,  however, 
a  considerable  depression,  occa- 
sioned by  the  loss  of  substance,  as 
if  part  of  the  mamma  had  been 
dug  out.  The  cure  was  com- 
pleted by  the  latter  part  of  June, 
1829,  being  little  more  than  ten 
or  twelve  days  from  the  time  of 
the  first  application  of  the  solution 
of  the  chloride,  and  with  only  six 
bottles  of  the  above,  which  were 
used  indiscriminately  as  mixture 
and  lotion.  The  patient  was 
employed  in  the  harvest  follow- 
ing, and  as   she   expressed  it, 

wrought  in  better  health  and 
spirits  than  she  had  done  for  these 
last  twenty  years." 

It  may  perhaps  be  asked,  that 
as  I  lay  claim  to  originality  in  the 
mode  of  treatment,  why  was  this 
case  not  published  prior  to  that 
of  Mr.  Fielding,  of  this  place  ? 
To  this  I  beg  leave  to  reply,  that 
I  wished  to  ascertain  whether  or 
not  the  cure  would  be  permanent; 
and  also  to  collate  a  few  similar 
cases  before  publication,  and 
thereby,  if  possible,  obviate  any 
unfavorable  iin[)ressions  which 
your  late  critique  on  my  work 
might  create,  where  it  was  re- 
marked— Mr.  Buchanan  un- 
doubtedly merits  commendation 
for  the  zeal  he  has  displayed  in 


bis  trials  of  the  medicine  (iodine), 
however  divided  opinion  may  be 
on  the  results.  For  our  part,  we 
believe  the  author  has  been  led 
away  by  that  leaning  in  its  favor, 
which  all  men  must  feel  in  pur- 
suing a  particular  inquiry."* 

Bearing  in  mind  these  circura* 
slances,  I  therefore  abstained 
from  publication  on  this  subject, 
and  waited  patiently  the  result  of 
time,  that  great  test  of  human 
discovery,  in  order  to  remove  any 
shadow  of  doubt  as  to  the  perma- 
nency of  the  cure.  But  learning, 
through  the  medium  of  the  Ga- 
zette (No.  93,  p.  430),  the  very- 
excellent  cure  of  an  open  cancer 
by  Mr.  Fielding,  I  then  certainly 
thought  it  my  duty  to  lay  before 
you  the  history  of  the  case. 

Enclosed  is  a  note  received 
from  my  friend  Dr.  Chalmers^ 
one  of  the  Physicians  to  the  Hull 
Infirmary,  after  his  examination 
of  the  patient,  expressing  his  opi- 
nion of  the  cure.  Your  insertion 
of  the  history  of  this  case  in  your 
Journal,  will  much  oblige,  Sir, 
&c. — Med.  Gaz. 


IV. 

FRACTURE  OF  THE  VERTEBRAL  COLUMN 

 SYMPTOMS    OF    COMPRESSION  OP 

THE  CORD  COMPLETE  RECOVERY. 

Examples  of  complete  recovery 
after  fracture  of  the  vertebral 
column  are  rare  ;  we  therefore 
give  insertion  to  the  following, 
which  has  very  recently  occurred 
in  the  Hotel  Dieu,  Paris. 

L.  Jean-Marie,  a  mason,  aged 
28,  of  sanguineous  temperament 
and  robust  frame,  was  admitted 
at  the  above  hospital  Sept.  3d. 
On  the  27th  of  August  he  fell 

*  Medico-Chirurgical  Journal,  Dec, 
1828. 
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from  the  second  floor  of  a  house, 
and  fractured  his  back  at  the  site 
of  the  tenth  dorsal  vertebra  :  the 
existence  of  fracture  was  ascer- 
tained by  M.  Berard  :  the  patient 
had  been  bled  four  times  during 
six  days,  by  a  medical  man  who 
was  called  immediately  after  the 
accident.  At  the  moment  of  the 
fall  he  became  insensible,  but 
this  state  soon  passed  away,  and 
it  was  not  till  the  second  day  that 
signs  of  compression  were  evinc- 
ed by  paralysis  of  the  left  inferior 
extremity,  at  which  time  symp- 
toms of  inflammation  had  come 
on.  On  his  arrival  at  the  Hotel 
Dieu,  he  was  bled  again. 

Sept.  4th. — At  the  visit  to-day 
the  fracture  of  the  vertebral  co- 
lumn was  manifested  by  a  consi- 
derable projection  of  the  last 
dorsal  vertebra,  which  formed  a 
curve  of  three  inches,  the  con- 
vexity of  which  was  towards  the 
right,  and,  of  course,  the  conca- 
vity to  the  left.  No  attempt  was 
made  to  verify  the  existence  of 
fracture,  by  producing  crepitus, 
as  it  was  feared  by  so  doing  the 
fragments  might  be  thrown  into  a 
less  favorable  position.  The  left 
leg  was  without  sense  or  motion  ; 
the  right  retained  its  functions,  as 
did  the  bladder  and  rectum.  The 
patient  was  placed  in  a  position 
as  nearly  liorizontal  as  possible, 
the  loins  being  supported  on  a 
hollow  pillow.  A  sheet  was  fold- 
ed   like  a  cravat,  and  passing 


across  his  chest,  was  fixed  to  the 
bars  of  the  bed,  so  as  to  retain 
him  in  the  recumbent  posture. 
During  the  night  (4-5th)  he  had 
delirium,  with  febrile  reaction. 
He  was  bled  to  the  extent  of 
three  palets,  and  twenty-five 
leeches  were  applied  in  the 
course  of  the  jugulars. 

5th. — The  patient  calmer,  not- 
withstanding which,  a  strait  waist- 
coat, which  had  been  put  on  the 
preceding  night,  was  retained.  He 
was  cupped  on  each  side  of  the 
spinal  column,  at  the  seat  of  injury. 

7th. — The  cerebral  symptoms 
gone,  but  the  paralysis  of  the  left 
lower  extremity  continues.  Cup- 
ping repeated  as  before. 

From  this  time  gradual  im- 
provement took  place,  but  the 
patient  was  rigorously  prevented 
from  moving,  and  no  examination 
of  the  fracture  ventured  upon. 
By  degrees,  the  sensibility  and 
power  of  motion  returned  in  the 
paralytic  limb  :  by  the  end  of 
Septecnber  the  former  was  near- 
ly restored,  but  the  latter  came 
more  slowly. 

Oct.  14th. — The  sensibility 
and  power  of  motion  are  now 
nearly  the  same  on  the  left  side 
as  the  other  :  the  projection  of 
the  vertebras,  though  still  per- 
ceptible, is  much  less  than  be- 
fore. He  has  not  yet  been  al- 
lowed to  move  from  his  bed,  but 
his  recovery  is  regarded  as  se- 
cure.— La  Clinique. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


ULCERATION  OF  THE  STOMACH.  following  circumstances  :— The  pa- 

A  REMARKABLE  case  of  thls  sort  is  tiont,  a  man  50  years  of  age,  had 

mentioned  in  the  Midland  Medical  been  always  healthy    until  within 

Ileporter,  which  occurred  under  the  eight  monllis  of  the  time  when  he 
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applied  for  advice.  During  this  pe- 
riod he  had  been  contracting  the  ha- 
bit of  drinking  considerable  quanti- 
ties of  liquor,  to  which  he  had  pre- 
viously been  wholly  unaccustomed. 
He  had  lost  his  appetite,  and  relish- 
ed nothing  but  beer  ;  had  no  pain, 
but  an  uneasy  sensation  in  the  sto- 
mach, and  frequent  vomiting.  On 
subsequently  noticing  the  case,  it 
appeared  that  this  vomiting  generally 
occurred  from  two  to  three  hours  af- 
ter taking  food  ;  the  matter  thrown 
up  was  dark-colored,  and  very  offen- 
sive. This  state  of  things  continued 
for  four  or  five  weeks,  when  the 
bowels,  which  had  all  along  been 
moved  by  enemata,  became  very 
much  constipated,  and  mechanical 
means  were  resorted  to  for  relieving 
the  overloaded  rectum.  When  this 
object  was  effected,  a  remarkable 
change  took  place  in  the  syirjptoms  ; 
the  uneasiness  at  the'  stomach  was 
relieved,  and  the  vomiting  ceased. 
The  bowels  were  afterwards  kept 
open  with  ol.  ricini,  and  the  vomit- 
ing did  not  recur;  but  in  the  mean 
time  the  strength  gradually  failed, 
and  death  occurred  nine  weeks  from 
the  commencement  of  the  treatment. 

On  examination,  the  pyloric  ori- 
fice of  the  stomach  was  found  very 
much  contracted  in  size,  the  sub- 
stance of  the  organ  in  its  vicinity 
thickened,  and  the  mucous  mem- 
brane ulcerated.  The  duodenum, 
for  several  inches,  was  in  like  man- 
ner ulcerated  and  thickened.  The 
substance  surrounding  the  orifice 
was  hard  and  scirrhous  ;  but  above 
and  below,  the  stomach  and  intestine 
were  reduced  to  a  pulpy  mass,  so 
fragile  as  to  yield  to  the  slightest 


force.  The  colon  and  rectum  were 
found  very  much  thickened  in  their 
coats,  and  the  calibre  so  much  con- 
tracted as  in  many  cases  to  afford 
scarce  a  passage  for  the  rectum  bou- 
gie. The  other  intestines  appeared 
healthy. 

The  circumstance  most  worthy  of 
remark  in  this  case,  was  the  error 
into  which  the  practitioner  inight  be 
led  under  such  circumstances,  when 
the  vomiting  was  relieved  by  ,  the 
evacuation  of  the  rectum,  of  suppos- 
ing the  disease  in  the  stomach  to  be 
only  sympathetic,  or  at  least  secon- 
dary to  that  which  existed  below. 
The  true  state  of  the  case  was  anti- 
cipated in  a  great  measure  by  the 
medical  attendanls,  but  there  was 
certainly  room  fur  a  mistaken  prog- 
nosis, which  would  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  unpleasant  consequences. 


POISONING. 

Two  cases  which  lately  occurred  in 
Worcester,  Eng.,  presented  symp- 
toms somewhat  different  from  those 
which  are  usually  induced  by  the  ar- 
ticles taken. — A  child,  five  years  of 
age,  had  swallowed,  as  was  supposed, 
a  small  quantity  of  sulphuric  acid. 
Being  seen  immediately  after,  a  quan- 
tity of  magnesia  and  lime  water  was 
administered,  and  vomiting  provoked 
by  irritating  the  fauces.  This  process 
produced  resistance  and  crying  on 
the  part'of  the  child,  but  after  it  was 
over,  no  farther  pain  was  complained 
of,  and  he  shortly  fell  asleep.  The 
state  of  the  mouth  and  throat,  howe- 
ver, gave  sufficient  reason  to  suppose 
that  some  of  the  poison  had  been 
swallowed  ;  and  the  medicines  were 
ordered  to  be  continued.  Four  hours 
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afterward,  he  was  found  asleep,  with 
heavy  and  sonorous  respiration.  In 
the  interval  he  had  vomited  once. 
Pressure  was  made  on  the  stonjach, 
but  it  could  not  be  ascertained  that 
the  slightest  tenderness  existed  there  ; 
neither  was  there  any  tension  or  ful- 
ness of  the  abdomen.  Six  hours  after 
this  he  died  ;  and  on  examination,  a 
large  portion  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  stomach  was  found  to 
be  entirely  destroyed. 

In  the  other  case,  a  woman  swal- 
lowed about  half  an  ounce  of  arsenic 
in  gruel,  for  the  purpose  of  self-de- 
struction, which  she  completely  ef- 
fected. Death  took  place  in  about 
four  hours.  On  examination,  there 
was  no  decided  erosion  of  the  ven- 
tricular coats,  though  the  internal 
surface  was  highly  vascular,  and  ap- 
peared to  have  been  greatly  inflamed. 


LACERATIONS  OF  THE  PERINEUM. 

Dr.  Dieffenbach,  of  Berlin,  has 
suggested  a  new,  and,  as  it  would 
seem,  an  improved  method  of  treat- 
ing these  lacerations,  when  they  oc- 
cur in  the  worst  form  j  that  is  to  say, 
so  extensive  as  to  produce  a  com- 
munication between  the  rectum  and 
vagina,  and  render  the  patient  inca- 
pable of  retaining  the  feces.  In  this 
state  of  things.  Dr.  D.  leaves  the 
parts  untouched  for  several  weeks, 
until  the  patient  has  recovered  from 
the  exhaustion  caused  by  the  labor, 
and  has  gained  sufficient  strength  to 
retain  for  a  considerable  time  a  uni- 
form position.  The  bowels  are  then 
perfectly  evacuated  by  cathartics 
and  injections,  and  afterwards  opi- 
ates are  given  to  a  sufficient  extent 
to  secure  constipation  for  eight  days. 


The  first  step  of  the  operation  is  to 
cut  away  the  indurated  edges  of  the 
laceration,  so  that  the  two  surfaces 
which  are  to  be  united  may  perfect- 
ly correspond.  The  wound  is  then 
to  be  brought  together,  at  the  cen- 
tral part,  by  a  strong  knotted  suture, 
introduced  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
pass  through  the  loose  cellular  tex- 
ture at  the  bottom  of  the  wound  ; 
two  small  needles,  with  twisted  su- 
tures, are  to  be  introduced  through 
the  lips  of  the  wound,  on  the  vaginal 
side  of  the  principal  suture  ;  the  little 
slit  in  the  rectum  itself  to  be  united 
by  two  small  twisted  sutures,  intro- 
duced with  small  stitching  needles  ; 
and  lastly,  two  twisted  sutures  to  be 
passed  through  the  wound,  between 
the  rectum  and  central  suture.  The 
ligatures  and  ends  of  the  needles 
must  be  cut  away  as  close  as  possible. 

All  this,  however,  forms  but  a  part 
of  the  operation.  The  remainder, 
which  is  original  with  Dr.  D.,  con- 
sists in  making  two  incisions, — one 
on  each  side  of  the  wound,— of  equal 
length,  and  each  slightly  concave 
towards  it.  The  object  of  this  is  to 
take  oft'  all  tension  of  the  parts  which 
would  tend  to  separate  the  sides  of 
the  principal  wound,  and  to  enable 
them  to  remain  in  perfect  contact, 
notwithstanding  those  movements  on 
the  part  of  the  patient  which  must 
necessarily  be  made  while  the  pro- 
cess of  union  is  going  on.  Bandages, 
pessaries,  sponges,  and  other  mecha- 
nical means  usually  resorted  to  for 
keeping  the  parts  in  apposition,  are 
by  this  mode  of  operating  rendered 
wholly  unnecessary. 

The  treatment  consists  in  the  em- 
ployment of  cold  poultices,  thorough 
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ablution  of  the  parts,  and  low  diet. 
On  the  fourth  or  fifth  day,  saturnine 
lotions  are  substituted  for  the  poul- 
tices, and  charpie  applied  to  any 
surfaces  which  are  suppurating.  The 
lateral  incisions  require  no  particular 
treatment,  as  they  are  covered  at 
first  by  the  poultices,  and  may  after- 
wards be  dressed  with  charpie  till 
they  heal  up. 

In  a  case  operated  on  in  this  man- 
ner, which  is  described  by  Dr.  D., 
every  part  adhered  firmly  at  the  end 
of  eight  days,  exeept  a  small  fissure 
in  the  rectum,  which  healed  by  gra- 
nulation before  the  end  of  the  fourth 
week.  The  patient,  who  had  been 
reduced  to  great  misery  by  the  un- 
ceasing involuntary  discharges  of 
flatus  and  feces,  was  thus  restored, 
within  a  mouth,  to  a  state  of  perfect 
health. 


GASTRIC  IRRITATION  FROM  PREG- 
NANCY. 

Op  all  the  constitutional  affections 
produced  by  the  pregnant  state,  none 
perhaps  produces  greater  distress 
than  the  obstinate  vomiting  which  so 
frequently  accompanies  its  early 
stage.  A  case  is  mentioned  in  a 
late  journal  which  resisted  the  suc- 


cessive use  of  effervescing  mixtures, 
cathartics,  enemas,  calomel,  laudanum 
in  various  combinations,  venesection, 
local  bleeding,  blisters,  and  finally 
hydrocyanic  acid,  all  which  were 
administered  in  the  space  of  eight 
days.  The  acid  produced  a  cessa- 
tion of  the  vomiting  for  three  hours, 
after  which  it  returned  with  equal 
violence  as  before.  The  disease  ap- 
peared at  last  to  subside  spontane- 
ously, the  stomach  having  reconciled 
itself  to  the  new  state  of  things  in  the 
system.  The  pregnancy  went  on 
well,  and  the  patient,  in  due  time^ 
was  delivered  of  a  healthy  child. 


ANGINA  PECTORIS. 

The  most  common  view  which  is 
taken  of  the  proximate  cause  of  this 
disease,  is  that  which  attributes  it  to 
ossification  of  the  great  vessels  of 
the  heart.  In  a  case  lately  reported 
in  a  foreign  periodical,  the  heart  was 
found,  on  dissection,  to  be  healthy^ 
but  the  liver  was  extensively  diseas- 
ed. Such  are  the  uncertainties  of 
medical  science.  If  all  diagnoses  of 
diseases  could  be  subjected  to  this 
test  of  after-examination,  we  might 
hope  for  a  material  improvement  in 
this  important  department. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JANUARY  5,  1830. 


NEW  WORK. 

Among  the  medical  productions  re- 
cently from  the  English  press,  is  a 
work  in  three  parts,  by  Michael 
Ward,  M.D.  S.R.C.S.L.,  late  Sur- 
geon to  the  Manchester  Infirmary , 
&c,    The  sum  total  of  the  contents 


of  this  work  is,  that  burns  and  scalds 
may  be  cured  by  common  wheat 
flour.  If  the  reader  were  to  peruse 
the  whole  of  Dr.  Ward's  learned 
production,  he  would  get  just  as  much 
information  as  is  contained  in  these 
few  words, — and,  we  may  add,  no 
more.    The  same  fact  he  has  been 
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apprised  of  for  many  months,  through 
our  own  pages  and  those  of  every 
medical  Journal,  and  ahnost  every 
newspaper  in  this  country  and  Great 
Britain.  In  speaking  of  this  work, 
the  English  reviewer  very  pointedly 
remarks  : — 

"  In  typography,  it  is  the  most  cu- 
rious intermixture  of  Roman,  capitals, 
and  Italics,  we  have  ever  witnessed  ; 
and  in  medicine,  the  most  felicitous 
blending  of  cases,  comments,  corres- 
pondence, notes,  corrections,  and 
commendations,  that  can  possibly  be 
imagined, — a  model  of  scientific  ar- 
rangement, and  monument  of  pro- 
fessional ingenuity.  There  is  lite- 
rally nothing  new  in  it,  and  yet,  mi- 
rabile  dictUy  that  nothing  is  divided 
into  three  parts." 


PHTHISIS  PULMONALIS. 

A  CIRCUMSTANCE  attending  this  dis- 
ease, which  has  perhaps  attracted 
less  notice  than  its  importance  de- 
served, is  the  inflammatory  process 
which  occurs  previous  to  its  fatal 
termination  in  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  alimentary  canal.  The  occur- 
rence of  aphthae  within  the  mouth 
and  throat,  in  the  last  stage  of  phthi- 
sis, is  a  familiar  fact ;  but  the  exten- 
sion of  the  morbid  action  to  the  sto- 
mach and  intestines  is  not  generally 
alluded  to  as  a  probable  occurrence 
in  this  stage,  by  those  who  have 
treated  of  the  disease.  A  circum- 
stance which  might  lead  us  to  sus- 
pect this  to  be  the  case,  is  the  fre- 
quent occurrence  of  severe  and  ob- 
stinate diarrhoea  at  this  period.  In 
the  examination  after  death  of  phthi- 
sical patients,  a  diseased  state  of  the 
intestines  is  very  frequently  noticed. 
We  have  had  our  own  attention  call- 
ed to  this  fact  very  recently,  by  wit- 


nessing the  post  obit  appearances  in 
a  female  patient  who  died  with  dis- 
eased lungs,  and  in  whom  the  organs 
were  found  tuberculous.  The  intes- 
tines exhibited  a  succession  of  ulcer- 
ated passages,  of  considerable  size, 
through  nearly  their  whole  extent. 
Yet  the  symptoms  during  life  were 
referred  wholly  to  the  lungs  ;  and 
there  were  no  more  than  the  usual 
reasons  for  supposing  that  any  dis- 
ease existed  elsewhere.  This  point 
of  pathology  deserves,  we  think,  a 
fuller  investigation  than  it  has  yet 
received. 

There  is  still  another  fact  which 
is  seldom,  we  believe  never,  noticed 
in  standard  works  on  consumption, 
and  which  might  be  considered  in 
connection  with  that  to  which  we 
have  alluded.  Even  in  the  early 
stages  of  this  complaint,  a  paroxysm 
of  coughing  is  often  induced  by  tak- 
ing food,  and  continues  till  the  food 
is  rejected.  Where  this  has  occur- 
red, we  have  never  known  a  recove- 
ry to  take  place  ;  so  that  when,  in 
conjunction  with  the  usual  symp- 
toms, this  has  been  observed,  it  ap- 
pears to  us  more  decisive  of  the  fate 
of  the  patient  than  any  one  circum- 
stance so  early  in  the  history  of  the 
disease. 


CATARRHAL  COUGH. 

The  consequence  of  taking  man}'  of 
the  advertised  Essences,  Elixirs,  &c., 
containing  alcohol,  opium,  and  a  sti- 
mulating essential  oil  or  gum,  in  pro- 
ducing inflammation  of  the  pleura 
and  lungs,  and  general  fever,  have 
proved  so  serious,  that  at  this  period 
of  the  year  we  consider  it  our  duty 
to  caution  our  readers  against  such 
dangerous  articles,  and  to  recon)mend 
to  them  the  composition  of  the  iu- 
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Spissated  white  juice  of  the  garden 
lettuce,  extract  of  liquorice,  gum  ara- 
bic,  tolu,  &c.,  first  introduced  into 
practice  by  Professor  Duncan,  under 
tlie  name  of  Lettuce  Lozenges  ; 
which,  by  promoting  expectoration 
and  pers[)iration,  allaying  irritation 
in  the  internal  membrane  of  the 
windpipe,  and  abating  fever,  speedily 
remove  both  the  cause  and  effects, 
and  which,  at  the  same  time,  under 
any  circumstances  or  condition  of 
the  system,  are  incapable  of  doing 
mischief.  In  all  the  elixirs,  essences, 
tinctures,  &c.,  advertised  as  infallible 
remedies  for  cough, — and  we  believe 
we  have  analyzed  nearly  all  of  them, 
— we  have  detected  opium,  combined 
w  ith  an  aromatic,  and  alcohol.  The 
opium  allays  the  irritation  in  the 
windpipe,  but  by  checking  expecto- 
ration and  disturbing  the  nervous 
system,  they  occasion  congestion  of 
the  vessels  of  the  lungs,  &c.,  excite 
fever,  and  thereby  often  convert  a 
simple  case  of  catarrh  either  into 
pleurisy,  inflammation  of  the  lungs, 
or  inflammatory  fever.  Trusting  to 
the  false  promises  of  the  unprincipled 
proprietors  of  certain  cough-drops, 
elixirs,  &c.,  many  thousands  have 
continued  their  use  till  disease  has 
taken  place  in  the  lungs,  which  lays 
the  foundation  of  fatal  consumption. 
Gazette  of  Healtlu 

Incipient  IVhite  Swelling. — Mr. 
Bayle  has  published  a  case  of  "  In- 
cipient White  Swelling,"  in  which 
the  tincture  of  i{)dine,  administered 
in  the  dose  of  twenty  drops  twice  a 
day,  in  a  wineglassful  of  water  ;  and 


the  application  of  a  liniment  com- 
posed chiefly  of  a  solution  of  iodine, 
as  the  following,  succeeded  in  ef- 
fecting a  cure  : — 

Take  of  Barbadoes  Tar,  two  drachms  ; 
Iodine,  twenty  grains  ; 
Oil  of  Almonds,  two  oz.  Mix. 

To  be  gently  rubbed  over  the  affect- 
ed joint  every  night  and  morning, 
or  three  times  a  day. — lb. 


Retention  of  Urine. — Mr.  Wakley 
relates  a  case  of  retention  of  urine 
which  lately  occurred  in  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital,  under  the, care  of 
Mr.  Earle.  The  patient  had  suft'er- 
ed  very  much  from  stricture  of  the 
urethra  for  about  twelve  months, 
which  continued  gradually  to  advance 
till  he  was  only  able  to  evacuate  the 
bladder  b}'  drops.  During  his  con- 
finement in  the  Hospital,  a  com- 
plete retention  took  place,  and  the 
bladder  becoming  enormously  dis- 
tended, with  symptoms  of  intlamma- 
tion,  iVlr.  Earle  made  several  efforts 
to  introduce  a  catheter  ;  but  finding 
it  impracticable,  he  punctured  the 
bladder  above  the  pubis ^  when  about 
three  pints  of  thick  unhealthy  urine 
escaped.  He  soon  became  much 
easier.  The  next  da}'  he  was  consi- 
derably better,  after  which  the  pain 
&c.  continued  gradually  to  decrease, 
and  the  urine  to  pass  freely  through 
the  catheter. — lb. 


Variola. — The  smallpox  is  pre- 
vailing at  Quebec,  and  the  varioloid 
disease,  it  is  said,  is  not  an  uncom- 
mon occurrence. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OP  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON,  ENDING  DECEMBER  26. 


Date.  |Sex.|A£rft  | 
Dec.  20. 


21. 


Disease. 


F. 

18  mo 

hooping  cough 

F. 

2  yrs 

burn 

M. 

23 

suicide 

29 

consumption 

M. 

18  mo 

unknown 

F. 

4  yrs 

croup 

M. 

21 

consumption 

M.26 

nervous  fever 

Date.  |Sex.|Age. 


Disease. 


24. 


25. 
26. 


50  yrs'unknown 


11  mo  lung  fever 
18  measles 
23  yrs  dropsy  on  the  brain 
80       old  age 
57       liver  complaint 
9  moldropsy  in  the  head 
Males,  9,— Females,  6.    Total,  15. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS, 


NEW  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
TER &  HENDEE,— Malaria;  an 
Plssaj  on  the  Production  and  Propag-ation 
of  this  Poison.  By  John  McCclloch, 
M.D.  F.R.S.,  Szc.  &c. 

An  Essay  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Inter- 
nal Ear.  By  I.  A.  Saissy,  M.D.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French,  by  Nathan  R. 
Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
University  of  Maryland  ;  with  a  Supple- 
ment on  Diseases  of  the  External  Ear,  by 
the  Translator. 

Observations  on  the  Utility  and  Admi- 
nistration of  Purgative  Medicines,  in  seve- 
ral Diseases.  By  James  Hamilton,  M. 
D.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, &c.  &;c.  From  the  Fifth  Edin- 
burgh iCdition. 

A  Treatise  on  Pathological  Anatomy. 
By  William  E.  Horner,  M.D.,  Adjunct 
Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Surgeon  at  the  Infirmary 
of  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse,  Member 
of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
&c. 

Elements  of  Operative  Surgery.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French  of  A.  Tavernier, 
Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the  Faculty  of  Pa- 
ris, &c.,  with  copious  Notes  and  Addi- 
tions.   By  S.  D.  Gross,  M.D. 

MEMORIA  MEDICA. 

THIS  day  published  by  CARTER  &; 
HENDEE,  corner  of  Washington 
and  School  Streets,  Memoria  Medica, — a 
Medical  Common-place  Book, — with  an 
alphabetical  Index  of  the  most  common 
terms  occurring  in  practice.  Carefully 
selected  and  arranged  by  a  Fellow  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 
From  Dr.  JamQs  Jackson,  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in 
Harvard  University. 
Gentlemen, — I  have  examined  the  "  Me- 
moria Medica"  which  you  sent  to  me.  I 
think  the  plan  of  it  very  excellent,  and 
that  it  will  be  found  highly  useful  to  prac- 
titioners and  students  of  medicine.  I 
have  never  believed  that  a  voluminous 
common-place  book  can  be  very  benefi- 
cial to  any  man,  unless  he  means  to  be- 
come an  author.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
every  one  will  find  an  advantage  in  keep- 
ing a  common-place  book  in  which  he 
may  ;^notice  the  detached   facts  which 


come  under  his  notice,  and  which  are 
likely  soon  to  be  lost  from  his  memory. 
The  book  you  have  prepared  will  be  found 
well  adapted  for  this  purpose  by  medical 
men,  and  will  be  more  likely  to  be  used 
by  those  who  procure  it  than  a  commoa 
blank  book,  because  all  the  labor  of  ar- 
rangement is  saved. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 
James  Jackson. 
From  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Professor  of 

Obstetrics  and  Medical  Jurisprudence 

in  Harvard  University. 
I  have  examined  the  Medical  Common- 
place Book  which  was  left  with  your  note 
this  evening,  and  with  pleasure  offer  you 
m  ythanks  for  the  publication  of  so  useful 
a  volume.  Every  practitioner  of  medicine 
will  agree  with  the  remarks  in  the  preface 
on  the  inconveniences  and  absolute  loss 
of  what  is  very  useful,  which  result  from 
depending  solely  on  the  memory.  Not 
unfrequently  it  happens  that  some  parti- 
cular prescription  is  peculiarly  suited  to 
an  individual.  Some  time  passes,  and  an 
occasion  again  arises  in  which  we  believe  ~ 
that  the  same  medicine  might  be  equally 
beneficial ;  what  it  was,  however,  has 
wholly  escaped  us  ;  and  though  something 
else  may  be  equally  useful,  still  some  re- 
gret may  be  felt,  at  least  by  the  patient, 
that  what  has  been  found  beneficial  can- 
not again  be  at  once  resorted  to.  Some 
object  to  an  artificial  method  of  preserv- 
ing, for  such  and  other  uses,  what  may 
be  safely  trusted  to  the  memor}"^,  if  that 
faculty  be  faithfully  cultivated.  I  am 
willing  to  admit  that  there  is  force  in  this 
objection  ;  but  it  is  a  simple  question  of 
fact  only  we  have  to  consider.  If  it  be 
true  that  there  is  much  lost  to  the  indivi- 
dual, and  certainly  much  more  to  the 
profession,  by  trusting  entirely  to  the  me- 
mory, the  occasional  use  of  the  Common- 
place Book  for  the  preservation  of  what 
is  truly  valuable,  has  all  the  recommen- 
dation it  needs.  For  such  purposes,  viz., 
for  the  registering  of  cases  the  most  rare, 
and  the  frequent,  if  important,  epidemics, 
prescriptions,  &c.,  your  Memoria  Medica 
promises  to  be  very  useful ;  and  for  these 
it  well  deserves  to  be  recommended  to 
physicians.  Students  attending  hospital 
practice  will  find  it  very  valuable.  Its 
tables  of  names  are  very  full,  and  under 
references  very  easy.  I  cannot  but  hope 
it  will  get  into  general  use. 

Yours,  &c.,  W.  Channing. 

Dec.  8. 
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I. 

CATARACTS  ALTERNATING  WITH 
DIABETES. 

[This  paper  furnishes  us  an  exani- 
ple  of  that  alternation  of  different 
organs  in  morbid  affection,  the  pre- 
cise pathology  of  which  is  so  little 
understood  by  the  profession.] 

The  following  is  a  very  singular 
case,  and  one  that  would  be  met 
with  incredulity,  were  it  not  guar- 
anteed, as  it  is,  by  the  name  of  the 
Surgeon  and  of  the  Hospital. 

Eliza  Broomfield,  ast.  15,  re- 
markably tall  and  thin,  was  admit- 
ted into  the  Winchester  County 
Hospital  with  cataract  in  either 
eye.  The  pupils  were  dilated  to 
their  utmost,  and  the  crystalline 
lens  was  evidently  so  augmented 
in  bulk  as  to  protrude  through  the 
pupillary  opening;  its  color  was 
uniforQily  milky  ;  the  cornea  unu- 
sually glassy  ;  the  vision  so  com- 
pletely lost  that  the  patient  could 
only  distinguish  most  imperfectly 
light  from  darkness.  Independent 
of  the  cataracts,  there  were  dysp- 
noea, cough,  and  loss  of  appetite. 

The  cataracts  had  appeared  si- 
multaneously fourteen  months  pre- 
vious to  her  admission,  and  had 
been  completely  formed  in  the 
surprisingly  short  period  of  twenty 
days.  The  menses  had  appeared 
at  the  age  of  eleven,  and  flowed 
with  regularity  till  her  thirteenth 
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year,  when  they  disappeared. 
From  having  been  healthy  and  ro- 
bust, she  now  became  very  debili- 
tated, increased  most  astonishingly 
in  stature,  and  subsequently  was 
attacked  with  profuse  nocturnal 
perspirations.  When  twelvemonths 
had  elapsed,  an  evident  amendment 
took  place,  but  it  proved  to  be 
temporary  only,  and  very  shortly 
afterwards  the  girl  began  to  com- 
plain of  uneasiness  about  the  head, 
with  vertigo,  confusion,  and  obscu- 
rity of  vision. 

R.  Infus,  gent.  c.  2  i. 
S()t.  iEth.  Nit.  3ss. 
Tr.  Caniph.  c.  5ss.  ter  die  su- 
niend. 

Pil.  Hyd.  gr.  ij.  omni  nocte  su- 
mend. 

These  medicines  were  continued 
for  upwards  of  a  fortnight,  with 
considerable  benefit  ;  and  on  the 
20lh  of  February  we  find  that, 
though  the  cough  was  nearly  gone, 
the  dyspnoea  and  appetite  were 
worse.  The  dilatation  of  the  pu- 
pils, bulging,  and  milky  whiteness 
of  each  lens  were  diminished,  and 
the  patient  could  readily  detect 
any  substance  interposed  between 
her  and  the  light  of  a  window. 
The  medicines  were  repeated, 
with  the  addition  of  an  aperient. 
On  the  24th  she  could  discern  the 
flame  of  a  candle  at  some  little 
distance,  but  it  was  now  discover- 
ed that  the  urine  was  too  abundant. 

"  Feb.  28th.— The  quantity  of 
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urine  passed  for  the  last  four  days 
has  averaged  sixteen  pints  daily. 
Its  color  of  a  greenish  yellow,  and 
its  taste  strongly  rnellitic.  Pulse 
65,  and  feeble  ;  appetite  natural  ; 
dyspnoea  not  diminished  ;  the  ema- 
ciation very  considerable  ;  tongue 
morbidly  clean  ;  skin  dry  and 
scurfy.  The  cataracts  are  rapid- 
ly disappearing.  Ordered  to  sub- 
sist exclusively  on  animal  food,  and 
to  substitute  the  following  medi- 
cines for  those  which  the  patient 
has  been  taking  : — 

R.  Sulph  zinci,  3ss. 

Ext.  cinchonse,  3iss.  ft.  pil.  xxiv. 
sumat.  ij.  ter  die  c.  haust.  se- 
quent. 

R.  Tinct.  opii,  gtt.  vi. 
Decoct,  cinclion.  3 
Conf.  aromat.  9i.  ft.  liaustus. 

"  March  3d. — Urine  passed  the 
two  last  days,  thirteen  pints  and  a 
half  ;  pulse  72  :  the  cataracts  have 
totally  disappeared,  and  the  pa- 
tient's visual  powers  perfect,  being 
enabled  to  employ  her  needle  with 
perfect  ease.  Continue  medicines 
and  diet. 

9th. — Urine  has  decreased  to 
nine  pints  ; — pulse  94  ; — the  dysp- 
noea has  very  much  abated,  and 
there  is  a  decided  amendment  in 
the  patient's  strength.  Continue. 

"  14th. — Urine  eight  pints  ; 
pulse  88. 

18th. — Urine  seven  pints  ; 
pulse  96. 

''25th. — Urine  two  pints,  and 
natural  in  respect  to  color  and 
taste  ;  pulse  80.  The  sole  com- 
plaint appears  to  be  extreme  debi- 
lity. The  patient  having  regained 
her  sight,  and  having  been  relieved 
of  her  diabetic  symptoms,  she  be- 
came anxious  to  return  home  to 
her  friends.    She  was  accordingly 


discharged,  with  an  injunction  to 
come  back  to  the  Hospital,  should 
any  of  her  former  symptoms  recur. 

"  May  10th. — Intense  interest, 
as  might  naturally  be  expected, 
was  excited  with  respect  to  the 
probable  issue  of  this  extraordinary 
case,  w^hich  did  not  in  the  least 
subside  after  the  departure  of  the 
patient  from  the  house.  Frequent 
opportunity  was,  fortunately,  af- 
forded of  inquiry  concerning  her, 
from  a  relative  who  resided  in  an 
adjoining  house,  and  who  visited 
the  Hospital  once  a  fortnight  as  an 
out-patient.  From  this  person  the 
following  report  was  obtained,  and 
has  subsequently  been  confirmed 
by  the  testimony  of  the  mother  of 
the  patient. 

''  From  her  narrative,  it  ap- 
pears, that  almost  immediately 
(about  four  days)  after  the  young 
woman  had  returned  home,  she 
began  to  experience  a  relapse  of 
uneasiness  about  the  head,  accom- 
panied with  great  obscurity  of  vi- 
sion, which  increased  with  such 
rapidity,  that,  before  a  week  had 
elapsed,  she  was  in  a  state  of  utter 
darkness.  To  this  pitiable  condi- 
tion succeeded  her  diabetic  symp- 
toms, but  in  a  more  aggravated 
form  than  in  her  previous  attack, 
together  with  rapid  emaciation, 
and  overpowering  debility.  The 
quantity  of  urine  evacuated  for  se- 
veral days  prior  to  her  decease, 
averaged  at  twenty  pints  per  diem; 
but,  with  the  accession  of  these 
symptoms,  there  was  a  complete 
restoration  of  the  natural  func- 
tions of  the  eye,  which  she  retained 
most  perfectly  to  the  last  moments 
of  her  existence.  Her  death  took 
place  four  weeks  after  the  return 
of  the  diabetes.  There  had  been 
no  post-mortem  examination." — 
Med.  Chir.  Rev. 
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II. 

DROPSICAL  EFFUSION. 

[The  following  article  is  one  of  se- 
veral cases  recently  laid  before  the 
public,  which  lead  to  the  conclusion 
that  dropsical  effusion  is  more  often 
the  effect  of  disease  in  the  kidney 
than  usually  suspected.  It  should 
remind  us  to  hold  the  probability  of 
such  cause  always  in  view,  in  the  exa- 
mination of  hydropic  patients.] 

Francis  Magee,  as;ed  57,  a 
weaver,  at  the  time  of  his  admis- 
sion into  the  infirmary,  on  the  5th 
of  August,  1828,  had  been  affect- 
ed for  three  weeks  with  consider- 
able oedema,  and  some  swelling 
and  firmness  of  the  belly.  He 
had  also  occasional  vomiting  in 
the  morning,  and  dull  pain  on 
pressure  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach, 
and  along  the  margin  of  the  ribs 
on  the  right  side.  He  had  like- 
wise frequent  cough,  with  difli- 
cult  expectoration  of  tough  opaque 
mucus,  and  considerable  difficulty 
of  breathing.  The  chest  sounded 
loudly  everywhere,  on  percussion; 
and  both  acts  of  respiration,  but 
particularly  expiration,  were  pro- 
longed, inspiration  being  also  in- 
distinct, expiration  distinct,  sono- 
rous and  sibilant.  The  pulsation 
of  the  heart  could  not  be  felt  with 
the  hand,  when  he  lay  on  the  left 
side  ;  and  with  the  stethescope, 
both  sound  and  impulse  were  fee- 
ble. The  pulse  too  was  feeble, 
and  only  52  in  the  minute.  The 
tongue  was  furred,  and  the  breath 
fetid  ;  the  bowels  required  the 
frequent  use  of  laxatives  ;  the 
urine  was  of  natural  quantity,  but 
exceedingly  pale,  being  of  the 
lightest  possible  straw  color,  and 
depositing  a  moderate  quantity  of 
white  flakes,  when  heated. 

His  pectoral  complaints  were 
of  eight  years  standing,  and  began 


subsequently  to  the  healing  of  an 
old  ulcer  on  the  leg,  which  had 
been  occasionally  heah  d,  though 
only  for  a  few  weeks  at  a  time, 
during  twelve  years  previous  to 
its  final  cicatrization.  About  a 
year  before  his  adaiission  into  the 
hospital,  his  breathing  got  worse, 
so  as  to  annoy  him  when  at  work. 
About  that  time  he  had  also  a 
comatose  attack,  which  lasted  a 
day,  and  was  removed  by  blood- 
letting. After  that,  his  urine  had 
been  always  pale,  but  natural  in 
quantity.  For  two  months  before 
he  entered  the  hospital,  he  had 
pain  in  the  loins,  difficulty  in  pass- 
ing urine,  and  frequent  attacks  of 
vomiting. 

He  was  ordered  ten  drops  of 
tincture  of  digitalis,  thrice  a  day, 
in  an  ounce  of  infusion  of  cassia, 
and  likewise  a  mercurial  pill  eve- 
ry evening.  Laxatives  were  also 
given  from  time  to  time.  On  the 
third  day  of  this  treatment,  the 
urine  was  104  ounces,  and  had  a 
specific  gravity  of  1007.9.  The 
oedema  was  lessened  ;  and  the 
action  of  the  heart,  both  to  the 
hand  and  to  the  stetbescope,  was 
natural,  though  rather  feeble. 
On  the  11th  of  August  the  oedema 
was  gone,  the  ascites  nearly  so  ; 
but  his  breathing  was  as  laborious 
as  ever,  and  he  complained  of 
pain  round  the  whole  lower  mar- 
gin of  the  chest,  particularly  in 
the  loins,  where  pressure  made 
the  pain  shoot  towards  the  sto- 
mach. The  digitalis  was  discon- 
tinued, and  a  squill  mixture  or- 
dered in  its  place. 

From  this  time  the  urine  began 
to  decrease  in  quantity,  till  on  the 
16th  it  was  only  40  ounces  daily. 
Its  specific  gravity  was  1008.4; 
it  was  as  colorless  as  ever,  coa- 
gulated more  abundantly  when 
heated,  and  contained  very  little 
urea.    There  was  no  return  of 
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the  dropsical  swellings,  but  his 
difficulty  of  breathing  and  cough 
were  not  in  the  least  relieved. 
Next  day  the  breathing  was 
worse.  He  also  became  affect- 
ed with  headach,  drowsiness,  con- 
tracted pupil,  some  livor  of  the 
face,  and  tremors  of  the  hands. 
The  pulse  was  60  and  full,  and 
the  tongue  brown  on  the  centre. 
Fourteen  ounces  of  blood  were 
therefore  taken  from  the  arm, 
with  some  relief  to  the  dyspnoea  ; 
and  the  blood  was  very  buffy  in 
one  cup.  The  squill  was  now 
abandoned,  and  the  digitalis  re- 
sumed. On  the  18th,  the  symp- 
toms connected  with  the  affection 
of  the  head  were  rather  increas- 
ed, and  he  was  feeble  and  much 
exhausted.  The  urine  was  only 
fifteen  ounces.  A  brisk  laxative 
and  a  purgative  enema  were  or- 
dered, leeches  were  applied  to 
the  temples,  and  subsequently  a 
blister  to  the  head  ;  but  without 
any  advantage.  His  stupor  and 
tremors  got  gradually  worse  and 
worse  ;  he  complained  of  tender- 
ness over  the  whole  belly  :  the 
urine  on  the  19th  was  only  twelve 
ounces  ;  on  the  20th,  twelve 
ounces  were  withdrawn  by  the 
catheter.  On  the  morning  of  the 
21st,  he  died. 

The  whole  quantity  of  urine 
passed  during  the  last  thirty-six 
hours  of  his  life  was  two  ounces. 
This  had  precisely  the  same  ex- 
ternal qualities  as  the  urine  pre- 
viously passed,  but  had  rather  a 
higher  specrfic  gravity,  namely, 
1009.5. 

Inspection. — There  was  very 
little  oedema  of  the  limbs.  The 
face  was  not  livid,  and  the  scalp 
was  free  of  blood.  The  sinuses 
of  the  dura  mater  contained  only 
a  moderate  quantity  of  blood;  the 


arachnoid  and  pia  mater,  as  well 
as  the  substance  of  the  whole 
brain,  were  remarkably  destitute 
of  blood,  and  blanched.  There 
was  not  above  half  a  drachm  of 
fluid  in  each  lateral  ventricle, 
and  half  an  ounce  in  the  base  of 
the  skull.  Even  in  the  base  of 
the  brain  the  vessels  were  un- 
usually empty  of  blood.  The 
cortical  matter  of  the  brain  ap- 
peared less  in  thickness  than  na- 
tural. In  the  middle  of  the  left 
thalamus,  half  an  inch  behind  the 
anterior  commissure,  there  was  a 
cavity  which  would  have  held  a 
cherry-stone  ;  it  was  crossed  by 
filaments  of  cellular  tissue,  wall- 
ed in  by  a  thin  partition  of  con- 
densed cerebral  substance,  but 
not  surrounded  by  redness  or 
softening. 

The  pericardium  and  base  of 
the  left  lung  adhered  to  the  pleu- 
ra of  the  ribs  by  very  old  adhe- 
sions ;  and  four  ounces  of  clear 
serum  were  contained  in  the 
pleural  sac  of  that  side,  but  none 
in  the  pericardium.  The  poste- 
rior part  of  the  lower  lobe  was 
very  osdematous.  The  walls  of 
the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart 
were  somewhat  thickened,  and 
its  cavity  contracted.  The  aorta 
was  slightly  and  uniformly  enlarg- 
ed at  the  arch,  and  its  whole  inner 
membrane  thickened,  hard  and 
wrinkled, — the  valves  being  also 
involved  in  this  change  of  struc- 
ture. On  the  surface  of  the  right 
lung  there  were  many  old  adhe- 
sions to  the  ribs  ;  and  in  its  sub- 
stance a  great  deal  of  oedematous 
infiltration.  The  fore  part  of 
both  lungs  was  grey,  strongly  cre- 
pitant when  handled,  and  slightly 
emphysematous, — the  whole  air- 
cells  being  somewhat  enlarged. 
The  nature  of  their  structure  in 
the  posterior  part  could  not  be 
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ascertained,  on  account  of  their 
state  of  infiltration.  The  greater 
bronchial  tubes  were  filled  with 
nuicus.  The  blood  was  every- 
where black  and  (luid. 

The  stomach  and  intestines 
were  healthy.  The  spleen  was 
of  a  pale  reddish-brown,  firm,  and 
composed  of  little  radiated  mass- 
es,— not  unlike  the  mineral  Wa- 
vellite  in  ap[)earance.  The  liver 
was  somevvliat  larger  than  usual, 
but  in  structure  perfectly  healthy. 
The  kidneys  were  both  much  dis- 
eased ;  the  right  was  rather  less 
than  natural,  externally  rough 
with  small  irregular  modules,  and 
of  a  pale  greyish-brown  color, — 
internally  of  a  pale  greyish-yellow 
tint.  The  tubuli  uriniferi  were 
much  nearer  the  surface  than  in 
the  healthy  kidney,  greatly  dimi- 
nished in  size,  and  pushed  as  it 
were  outwardly,  by  a  deposit 
around  the  pelvis  of  greyish-yel- 
low, indistinctly  granular  matter  ; 
into  which  also  the  whole  corti- 
cal substance  was  converted,  so 
as  to  have  lost  its  usual  fibrous 
appearance.  Even  the  fibres  of 
the  tubuli  were  unusually  pale, 
and  the  yellow  matter  was  depo- 
sited among  them.  The  pelvis  of 
the  kidney  was  small,  the  ureter 
pervious.  The  left  kidney  was 
much  diminished  in  size,  flattened 
and  flabby.  Its  cortical  substance 
was  in  the  same  state  as  that  of 
the  right  kidney,  but  rather  dark- 
er, and  with  a  few  distinct  tuber- 
cles ;  and  some  grains  were  soft- 
ened. The  tubular  portion  was 
of  a  dark  brownish-red  color,  and 
not  fibrous  at  all;  and  it  contained 
several  small  watery  cells,  appa- 
rently the  remains  of  the  infundi- 
bula.  The  ureter  was  pervious. 
The  capsular  fat  of  both  kidneys 
was  indurated,  and  the  tunica 


propria  thickened  and  adher- 
ing. 

Jlrialysis  of  the  Blood. — About 
an  ounce  of  blood  was  collected 
from  the  vena  cava,  by  an  incision 
in  the  loins,  great  care  being  ta- 
ken to  keep  it  clean  and  pure. 
It  was  black,  fluid,  and  nearly 
free  of  the  odor  of  putrefaction. 
It  was  heated  in  a  vapor  bath,  at 
a  temperature  a  little  under  212, 
and  rapidly  stirred  as  soon  as  it 
began  to  coagulate.  A  thick, 
brownish-red,  granular  mass,  be- 
ing thus  formed,  a  little  distilled 
water  was  added  ;  and  after  agi- 
tation, the  whole  was  filtered. 
A  cherry-red  fluid  passed  through, 
which,  at  212  deg.,  deposited 
more  brown  flakes,  and  became 
wine-yellow"  in  color.  This  was 
evaporated  nearly  to  dryness  in 
the  vapor  bath,  at  a  temperature 
beneath  212  deg.,  during  which  a 
fetid  odor  was  exhaled,  exactly 
the  same  as  that  of  the  patient's 
breath  during  life.  Just  before 
the  fluid  began  to  acquire  a  syrupy 
consistence,  a  drop  of  it  was 
treated  with  nitric  acid,  which 
rendered  it  opaque,  and  caused 
considerable  coagulation  ;  but 
crystals  were  not  formed.  The 
syrupy  extract,  when  acted  on  by 
boiling  alcohol,  gave  a  pale  wine- 
yellow  solution,  which  was  eva- 
porated in  a  small  glass  vessel  till 
it  began  to  thicken.  This  extract 
had  the  same  fetor. 

On  the  addition  of  a  few  drops 
of  nitric  acid,  the  same-  odor  was 
exhaled  from  it  as  from  extract 
of  urine,  when  similarly  treated  ; 
and  immediately  fine,  greyish-red, 
flaky  crystals,  of  a  pearly  lustre, 
were  formed  in  abundance,  so  as 
to  thicken  the  whole  uiass.  These 
were  evidently  scales  of  nitrate 
of  urea. — Lond,  Med,  Gaz, 
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III. 

DIFFICULTY  OF  SWALLOWING  FROM 
DISLOCATION  OR  DIASTASIS  OF  THE 
CORNUA  OF  THE  OS  HYOIDES. 

Sauvages,  in  his  nosology,  has 
given  the  name  of  the  dysphagia  of 
Valsalva  to  the  difficulty  of  swal- 
lowing arising  from  this  cause, 
which  was  first  described  by  the 
latter  author.  Since  his  time, 
Borsieri  and  Molinelli  have  record- 
ed several  cases  of  the  affection  in 
question,  sometimes  occasioned  by 
external  violence,  sometimes  from 
swallowing  large  morsels  of  food. 
Dr.  Gio.  Bat.  Magna  has  recently 
published  a  similar  case  in  the  An- 
nali  Univ^ersali  di  Medicina,  of  Mi- 
lan, for  November  and  December, 
182S,  of  which  we  shall  make  a 
short  abstract. 

A  man  of  sixty,  extremely  mea- 
gre and  flabby,  whilst  endeavoring 
to  swallow  a  large  piece  of  the 
tendon  of  beef,  thought  he  felt  it 
stick  in  his  throat,  and  made  many 
attempts  to  get  it  down,  without 
being  even  able  to  sw^allow  his  sa- 
liva. Each  unsuccessful  effort 
was  accompanied  with  a  peculiar 
noise  of  air  gurgling  up  the  oeso- 
phagus, but  respiration  and  the 
power  of  speech  were  free.  No- 
thing could  be  seen  or  felt  about 
the  pharynx  or  neck,  and  a  bougie 
passed  readily  down  the  oesopha- 
gus, without  encountering  any  ob- 
stacle or  procuring  any  relief. 
The  painful  spot  being  precisely 
the  region  of  the  os  hyoides,  and 
no  foreign  body  being  lodged  there, 
Si,2;nor  Magna  imagined  that  dislo- 
cation, or  rather  diastasis,  of  the 
appendices  of  the  os  hyoides  itself, 
might  be  the  cause  of  all  the  symp- 
toms. He  accordingly  passed 
down,  behind  the  base  of  the 
tongue,  the  fore  and  middle  fingers 
of  the  right  hand,  and  moved  the 


OS  hyoides  in  the  manner  recom- 
mended by  Valsalva  and  Sauvages, 
whilst  the  left  hand  was  applied  on 
the  bone  behind.  Immediately  the 
uneasy  sensations  experienced  by 
the  patient  in  the  spot  disappear- 
ed, and  he  was  able  to  swallow 
water  with  ease. 

Two  years  afterwards,  a  similai 
accident  happened  from  taking  a 
large  mouthful  of  hard  cold  boullie, 
and  was  remedied  by  similar  means. 
JVIed,  Chir.  Rev, 


IV. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

Some  Account  of  Jlffections  of  the 
Face^  considered  in  Relation  to 
the  Appearance  of  a  new  Disease 
of  this  Part,  designated,  by  Dr. 
Jackson,  Gangro^nopsis. 

By  R.  A.  Merriman,  M.D. 

Three  cases  of  Gangrasnopsis 
have  come  under  my  observation 
within  the  last  three  years. 

Case  1st. — The  first  was  a  lit- 
tle girl  about  ten  years  old,  who 
had  taken,  in  the  course  of  ten 
days,  four  cathartic  doses  of  calo- 
mel, rej)eated  once  in  two  or  three 
days.  She  was  so  unfortunate  as 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  two  of  the 
fraternity  without  consultation, 
which  is  always  a  misfortune  to 
the  patient,  because  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  one  to  know  the  doings  of 
the  other  very  accurately.  When 
I  first  saw  her,  the  swelling  and 
soreness  of  the  mouth  were  called 
canker.  The  swelling  of  the 
parts  about  the  mouth  progressed 
uninterruptedly  to  gangrene  and 
sphacelation  of  both  lips,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  right  cheek, 
before  her  death,  and  left  such  a 
hideous  spectacle  in  the  counte- 
nance of  the  child,  as  made  it  de- 
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sirable  she  might  not  survive. 
Our  wishes  were  realized. 

Case  2d. — The  second  case 
was  a  man  about  Hfty  years  old, 
who  foljowed  the  coasting  busi- 
ness from  this  place  to  Boston. 
He  thought  the  complaint  was 
caused  by  shaving  oil'  a  pimple, 
and  taking  cold.  This  patient 
had  taken  no  mercury.  When  I 
first  saw  him,  he  had  been  under 

the  care  of  Dr.  a  short  time. 

The  face  had  very  much  the  ap- 
pearance of  that  of  the  little  girl, 
excepting  it  was  more  confined  to 
one  side  of  the  lips  and  one  cheek. 
The  disorder  progressed  to  slough- 
ing and  separation  of  a  portion  of 
the  cheek  to  the  bigness  of  a  dol- 
lar, near  the  angle  of  the  mouth. 
The  wound  healed  readily,  leav- 
ing a  large  contracted  scar. — This 
WAS  the  only  fortunate  case  of  the 
three.  The  treatment  was  simi- 
lar to  the  others,  principally  lo- 
cal, the  fermenting  poultice, 
charcoal,  and  the  steams  of  vine- 
gar. The  system  did  not  appear 
to  suffer  very  materially. 

Case  3d. — The  third  case  was 
that  of  a  servant  girl,  about  whom 
there  could  not  much  be  known. 
She  was  about  sixteen  years  old, 
and  it  was  supposed,  by  those  im- 
mediately acquainted  with  her, 
that  she  had  taken  something  for 
the  purpose  of  interrupting  a  sup- 
posed pregnancy.  On  account  of 
the  swelling  of  the  organs  of 
speech,  she  could  not  speak  intel- 
ligibly when  I  first  saw  her,  about 
five  days  before  her  death.  The 
swelling  was  great,  had  been  ra- 
pid, and  continued  rapidly  to  in- 
crease and  extend  ;  at  my  first 
visit,  it  was  confined  to  the  lips, 
mouth  and  left  cheek.  The 
whole  neck  above  and  some  below 


the  clavicles  at  last  was  affected. 
Whether  this  patient  had  or  had 
not  taken  any  preparation  of  mer- 
cury, 1  could  not  ascertain.  Gan- 
grene had  commenced  a  day  or 
two  before  her  death. — No  reme- 
dies had  any  apparent  effect  in 
this  case  ;  she  appeared  to  die 
from  suffocation. 

These  cases  occurred  in  th6 
same  neighboi  hood,  within  150 
yards  of  each  other,  in  three  suc- 
cessive years.  The  first  case, 
the  little  girl,  was  connected  with 
a  poor  family  ;  the  other  two  had 
all  the  comforts  of  health  and 
sickness. 

Since  writing  the  above,  two 
other  cases  have  come  to  my 
knowledge.  One,  a  girl  about 
eighteen  years  old,  who  lived  out 
of  town,  and  was  not  seen  by  my 
friend  Dr.  Flagg,  till  three  days 
before  her  death.  This  was  very 
much  such  a  case  as  my  third, — 
the  family  suspecting  that  she 
had  taken  some  means  to  procure 
abortion.  The  other  was  one  to 
whom  much  mercury  had  been 
given,  and  pursued  for  a  consider- 
able time,  in  small  doses,  and 
even  after  profuse  ptyalism  had 
been  established.  This  patient 
was  a  sea-faring  man,  about  forty 
years  old.  His  mouth  and  face 
swelled  ;  he  could  not  distinctly 
articulate  for  several  months  ;  his 
teeth  fell  out  ;  and  portions  of  his 
lower  jaw,  including  the  sockets 
of  the  teeth,  came  out.  At  the 
end  of  nine  months  he  died,  either 
of  the  original,  or  instituted  dis- 
ease. 

In  the  year  1813,  typhous  fe- 
ver prevailed  in  the  part  of  the 
country  where  I  then  was  prac- 
tising. I  recollect  that  in  two 
protracted  cases  where  mercury 
had  been  given  in  small  doses  for 
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a  number  of  weeks,  the  cheeks 
w^.ve  yflected,  as  I  supposed, 
with  the  medicine.  In  one,  a 
small  perforation,  near  the  angle 
of  the  mouth,  about  the  bigness 
of  a  dime,  sphacelated  and  sepa- 
rated, without  any  swelling  or  in- 
flammation ;  and  this  happened 
some  time  before  the  patient,  a 
young  lad,  died. — The  other  case 
was  a  lady  between  fifty  and  six- 
ty, who  had  swelling  and  inflam- 
mation in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
parotid  gland.  A  large  portion 
of  the  cheek  sphacelated,  and 
left  an  opening  the  bigness  of  a 
dollar,  through  which  her  food 
and  drink  flowed  for  some  time. 
This  patient  recovered,  and  the 
wound  healed,  contracting  the 
cheek  and  drawing  her  mouth  on 
one  side. 

Other  instances  of  sudden  and 
unusual  swellings  about  the  mouth 
and  face  have  occasionally  arisen, 
which  have  subsided  without 
making  a  lasting  impression  on 
our  memories.  A  case  happened 
in  this  town  three  years  ago, 
where  the  tongue  of  a  child  eight 
or  ten  years  old  swelled  beyond 
the  boundaries  of  the  mouth,  and 
so  continued  for  ten  days,  accom- 
panied with  much  droppiiig  of  sa- 
liva. This  case  was  unattended 
with  much  disturbance  of  the 
system. 

When  I  first  saw  Dr.  Jackson's 
account  of  "  Gangraenopsis"  in  the 
Medical  Recorder,  I  felt  as  though 
there  might  be  some  doubt  about 
the  specific  character  of  the  dis- 
ease in  most  of  the  cases  which 
he  enumerated, — that  they  might 
have  been  the  legitimate  efl'ects 
of  mercury:  a  doubt  which  Dr. 
Jackson  has  more  than  hinted. 
It  cannot  be  disguised,  that  the 
action  of  this  most  powerful  wea- 
pon   against  disease,  produces 


sometimes  very  disastrous  effects. 
It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  witness 
these  efl'ects  too  frequently  ;  and 
it  must  be  confessed  that  we  are 
all  sometimes  surprised  at  the 
sudden  and  accumulated  effects 
of  this  medicine  :  but,  of  the  se- 
vere cases  related  in  this  paper, 
in  one  certainly,  the  second  case, 
no  mercury  had  been  taken.  This 
was  a  very  severe,  but  success- 
ful case  ; — and  it  is  most  pro- 
bable that  in  two  others,  the  third 
and  fifth,  none  had  been  taken. 
In  Dr.  Jackson's  cases,  the  most 
of  them  had  taken  mercury.  Dr. 
Webber,  in  the  Journal  of  Sci- 
ence, has  not  even  appeared  to 
suspect  that  mercury  may  have 
been  the  cause  of  the  complaints. 
Only  two  of  his  cases  appear  to 
have  been  very  severe.  In  these, 
one  was  established  on  his  first 
visit,  and  amended  under  the  use 
of  mercuiy  ;  in  the  other,  mercu- 
ry had  been  given.  In  the  other 
two  it  is  likely,  agreeably  to  bis 
custom,  calomel  had  been  given. 

In  Dr.  Brown's  case  mercury 
was  given,  though  several  weeks 
previous  to  the  appearance  of  the 
swelling.  I  have  never  observed 
anything  like  a  mesial  line  marked 
in  this  disease,  though  most  of  the 
swelling  has  been  on  one  side,  but 
not  confined  to  it.-  In  the  first 
case  here  related,  the  little  girl, 
the  sphacelation  included  all  the 
lips  and  one  cheek.  The  disor- 
der has  not  been  confined  to  child- 
ren. 

I  have  thought  that  these  affec- 
tions may  be  accounted  for  with- 
out considering  them  sui  generis, 
or,  that  a  new  disease  is  making 
its  appearance.  The  face  and 
parts  about  it  are  peculiarly  lia- 
ble to  sudden  swellings  and  in- 
flammation. These  swellings  are 
not  only  sudden,  but  very  great, 
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so  as  entirely  to  obliterate  the 
distinguishing  features  of  the  indi- 
vidual. The  tongue  is  liable 
to  these  sudden  swellings  ;  ca- 
rious and  diseased  teeth  pro- 
duce them  ;  the  whole  face  is 
frequently  so  swelled  frona  expos- 
ures to  vegetable  poisons,  as  they 
are  called,  and  the  stings  of  poi- 
sonous insects,  that  the  features 
of  the  individual  are  not  recogniz- 
able. These  swellings  most  ge- 
nerally go  oft'  by  resolution.  This 
peculiar  diathesis  probably  is 
more  susceptible  in  children  than 
in  more  mature  life.  This  apti- 
tude to  inflammation  and  swellinor 

o 

may  be  brought  into  action  by 
various  exciting  causes  ;  such  as 
carious  teeth,  vegetable  and  ani- 
mal poisons,  and,  as  in  one  of  the 
cases  above  related,  by  shaving 
off'  a  pimple  in  taking  off  the 
beard,  and  by  mercury. 

In  the  first  case  related  in  this 
paper,  we  were  satisfied  that  the 
gangrenous  erosion  was  caused  by 
the  operation  of  mercury.  The 
case  was  supposed  to  be  one  of 
debility  or  atrophy,  where  worms 
had  become  troublesome.  Ca- 
thartic doses  of  calomel  were  di- 
rected once  in  two  days,  and  ob- 
served till  four  doses  were  taken: 
the  patient  then  was  visited  by 

Dr.   ,ivithout  any  knowledge 

of  medicine  having  been  prescrib- 
ed previously,  or  taken  ;  calomel 
was  again  prescribed,  and  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  lumbrici 
were  discharged  from  the  bowels 
a  few  days  previous  to  the  child's 
death.  In  this  case,  the  patient 
evidently  took  a  double  portion  of 
mercury.  I  would  here  too  re- 
mark, that  the  lips  both  of  old  and 
young  are  subject  to  eruptions, 
but  more  particularly  in  young  ; 
and  they  may  be  more  liable  to 
the  specific  action  of  mercury  in 


young  subjects  than  older,  and 
more  perhaps  than  other  parts  of 
the  face. 

Marble/ieadj  Jan.  1,  1830. 

V. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

ANEURISM  OF  THE  TEMPORAL  ARTERY 
SPONTANEOUSLY  RELIEVED. 

By  EcENEZER  Stone,  M.D. 

In  the  spring  of  1827,  while  vi- 
siting a  lady  sick  of  a  lung  fever, 
she  showed  rae  a  tumor  upon  the 
scalp,  near  the  foramen  in  the 
parietal  bone,  which,  on  examina- 
tion, proved  to  be  an  aneurism  of 
the  temporal  artery,  of  the  size 
of  a  walnut.  It  pulsated  strongly, 
as  did  the  different  branches  of 
the  temporal  artery,  which  were 
enlarged  and  tortuous,  spreading 
over  the  whole  side  of  the  fore- 
head. She  informed  me  that  the 
tumor  took  place  while  she  was 
sick,  some  time  before,  of  a  fever 
attended  with  severe  headach. 

It  remained  stationary  till  the 
summer  of  1828,  when  it  enlarged 
and  became  more  troublesome, 
interrupting  sleep  by  the  throb- 
bing pain.  Pressure  was  now 
tried,  with  temporary  relief. 
The  distress,  however,  occasioned 
by  the  aneurism  was  so  great, 
that  an  operation  was  proposed 
and  consented  to.  But,  in  the 
mean  time,  she  was  seized  with  , 
pneumonia,  attended  with  a  vio- 
lent cough,  which  produced  great 
pain  in  the  tumor.  Inflammation 
took  place,  so  that  the  side  of  the 
head  was  much  swollen,  and  the 
eye  became  cedematous.  But, 
on  the  subsidence  of  the  inflamma- 
tion, we  were  surprised  to  find 
that  the  varicose  arteries  had 
disappeared,  and  that  the  tumor 
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had  lessened  one  half  in  size,  and 
become  quite  firm.  1  have  exa- 
mined it  often  of  late,  and  have 
been  constantly  informed  that  it 
gave  no  uneasiness.  The  arteries 
in  the  neighborhood  are  neither 


enlarged,  nor  do  they  discover  any 
undue  action.  There  is  siill  a 
small  firm  tumor,  in  which,  by 
pressure,  you  may  discover  deep- 
seated  pulsation. 

Walpole^Jan.  1,  1830. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


ULCERATION  OP  THE  STOMACH. 

We  mentioned,  in  a  late  number,  a 
case  of  recent  occurrence,  in  which 
death  followed  the  taking  of  a  large 
quantity  of  arsenic,  but  no  trace  of 
erosion  was  found  in  the  gastric 
coats.  A  question  of  considerable 
interest  in  connection  with  this  sub- 
ject is,  how  far  the  existence  of 
such  erosion,  or  of  ulceration  in  this 
organ,  is  to  be  taken  as  a  proof  of 
poison  in  suspected  cases.  That  ul- 
ceration and  even  perforation  of  the 
stomach  may  happen  from  disease, 
is  by  no  means  a  new  discovery  ; 
but  we  believe  the  frequency  of  its 
occurrence  would  scarcely  have  been 
suspected,  had  not  the  investigations 
of  some  late  pathologists  particularly 
directed  the  attention  of  the  public 
to  the  subject.  It  appears  from 
these  researches,  that  perforation  of 
the  stomach  is  often  found  in  connec- 
tion with,  and  as  the  sequel  of,  can- 
cerous ulceration  of  the  organ. 
These  cases  are  usually  of  long  con- 
tinuance, and  in  their  progress  to- 
wards a  fatal  termination,  produce 
various  degrees  of  irritation  in  the 
part.  In  another  class  of  cases,  the 
disease  has  commenced  in  common 
inflammation,  either  of  the  mucous 
coat  of  the  stomach  on  the  one  hand, 
or  of  the  neighboring  portioo  of  pe- 


ritoneum on  the  other.  In  many  of 
the  cases  of  this  class,  the  disease  of 
the  stomach  has  been  complicated 
with  peritonitis  ;  and  this  has  parti- 
cularly been  noticed  in  women  who 
have  died  of  the  disease  after  child- 
birth. In  other  cases,  no  inflamma- 
tion could  be  discovered  in  the  ab- 
domen, and  in  some,  even  the  part 
around  the  perforation  appeared 
healthy. 

The  principal  circumstances  of 
difference,  which  distinguish  the  ac- 
tion of  caustic  poisons  on  the  sto- 
mach from  that  of  the  causes  above 
alluded  to,  are  the  following : — 
When  perforation  has  been  produced 
by  poison,  the  edges  of  the  opening 
are  usually  thickened,  or  at  least  of 
the  same  thickness  as  the  rest  of  the 
organ  ;  when,  on  the  contrary,  this 
has  resulted  fro.m  inflammation,  the 
internal  tunics  are  usually  found  to 
have  yielded  to  a  greater  extent  than 
the  serous  membrane,  and  the  edges 
are  thin.  In  the  former  case,  the 
form  of  the  opening  is  very  irregu- 
lar ;  in  the  latter,  much  less  so. 
The  color  of  the  edge,  from  nitric 
acid,  is  usually  yellow;  and  from  the 
sulphuric,  black.  The  state  of  the 
mouth,  fauces,  and  oesophagus,  when 
corrosive  poison  has  been  swallowed, 
also  furnishes  an  important  indica- 
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tion.  The  parts  of  the  stomacli  in 
the  vicitiity  of  the  perforation  are 
t\\so  usually  inflamed  ;  but  this  cir- 
cumstance, as  we  have  seen,  cannot 
be  depended  on. 

It  is  however  to  be  considered, 
that  the  cases  in  which  the  physician 
is  called  on  to  decide  as  to  the  proofs 
of  poison,  always  involve  the  charac- 
ter, and  usually  the  life  of  survivors  ; 
and  however  useful  the  above  indica- 
tions may  be,  as  furnishing  just 
ground  of  suspicion  and  fartlier  exa- 
mination, he  would  probably  hesitate 
to  assert,  from  the  appearance  of  any 
or  all  of  them,  that  poison  was  cer- 
tainly the  cause  of  death.  The  only 
safe  ground  on  which  to  rest  this 
conclusion,  is  the  actual  detection  of 
the  poisonous  substance  ;  and  fortu- 
nately, in  the  majority  of  cases,  this 
detection  may  be  effected  by  chemi- 
cal agents.  Convictions  may  indeed 
take  place  wliere  this  species  of 
proof  cannot,  from  the  circumstances, 
be  obtained  ;  but  this  will  of  course 
require  the  aid  of  other  evidence, 
for  the  accuracy  of  which  the  medi- 
cal man,  as  such,  is  not  responsible. 


OPHTHALMIA  OP  INFANTS. 

We  quoted,  in  one  of  our  late  num- 
bers, an  opinion  expressed  in  a  fo- 
reign journal,  that  this  disease  was 
frequently  connected  with,  and  pro- 
bably owing  to,  a  morbid  utero- 
vaginal secretion  in  the  parent. 
We  see  that  a  similar  view  of  the 
subject  is  adopted  by  Dr.  McKenzie, 
of  the  Glasgow  Eye  Infirmary.  In 
his  view,  it  is  by  no  means  necessary 
to  the  communication  of  disease  from 
the  parent,  that  it  should  be  venereal 


in  its  character.  In  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  cases  in  which  the 
ophthalmia  occurs,  such  an  origin 
cannot  be  suspected.  In  many  of 
these,  however,  a  leucorrhoeal  dis- 
charge is  known  to  exist ;  and  it  may 
fairly  be  presumed,  that  this  is  its 
true  origin  in  the  majority  of  all  the 
cases  which  occur.  Ophthalmia, 
indeed,  is  not  the  necessary  con- 
sequence of  this  stale  of  things,  and 
may  almost  certainly  be  prevented 
by  seasonable  ablution,  and  a  due 
regulation  of  heat  and  light.  Where, 
however,  the  eye  has  been  inoculat- 
ed with  morbid  matter,  and  subse- 
quently neglected  for  half  an  hour 
or  more,  exposed  in  the  interval  to 
a  strong  light,  or  to  a  draught  of  air, 
the  disease  can  scarce  fail  to  follow. 
That  this  species  of  neglect  too  often 
occurs  through  the  carelessness  of 
nurses,  we  are  well  aware  ;  and  the 
attenliou  of  the  obstetric  practitioner 
cannot  be  too  often  or  too  forcibly 
called  to  its  inevitable  consequences. 

If  the  first  production  of  this  ma- 
lady is  thus  often  chargeable  to  the 
neglect  of  the  nurse,  its  subsequent 
treatment  implies,  sometimes  at  least, 
a  want  of  care  and  reflection  on  the 
part  of  the  practitioner.  It  is  an 
idea  sometimes  expressed  and  often 
entertained,  that  the  diseases  of  in- 
fants are  not  to  be  benefited  by  any 
active  treatment  ;  and  that  where 
the  restorative  processes  are  to  occur 
at  all,  they  occur  spontaneously. 
To  a  very  considerable  extent,  this 
is  undoubtedly  true.  Nature  is 
mindful  of  the  wants  of  her  children, 
and  most  of  those  in  regard  to  whom 
the  resources  of  art  are  most  limited. 
It  is  true  that  infants  recover  from 
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disease  with  very  little  interference 
from  art,  and  willi  the  exiiibilion  of 
the  siiDplest  medicinal  agents  ;  but 
this  fact  neither  offers  any  argument 
for  neglect,  nor  for  the  omission  of 
any  remedy  which  is  clearly  indicat- 
ed by  the  circumstances  of  a  parti- 
cular case.  Above  all,  where  dis- 
ease occurs  in  an  organ  like  the  eye, 
which  is  open  to  inspection,  every 
stage  in  its  progress  ought  to  be 
carefull}^  noticed  ;  and  where,  for 
want  of  this  attention,  as  has  some- 
times happened,  extensive  deep  ul- 
ceration has  been  permitted  to  take 
place  unchecked,  the  attendant  is 
justly  chargeable  with  the  violation 
of  a  sacred  duty,  and  is  without  ex- 
cuse. 

In  his  views  of  the  treatment  of 
this  disease,  Dr.  McKenzie  does  not 
materially  differ  frorn  the  author  we 
have  already  quoted.  The  best  col- 
lyrium  for  washing  avv'ay  the  puru- 
lent discharge,  according  to  him,  is 
a  solution  of  a  grain  of  murias  hy- 
drargyri  in  eight  ounces  of  water* 
This  is  to  be  applied'  not  only  to  the 
eye  itself,  but  to  the  internal  surfaces 
of  the  lids,  which  must  be  separated 
from  each  other  and  everted,  so  that 
these  surfaces  may  be  exposed.  If, 
from  the  thickness  of  the  conjuncti- 
va, the  liJs  are  disposed  to  remain 
everted,  they  must  be  carefully  re- 
placed. This  application  may  be 
made  with  a  bit  of  sponge,  or,  what 
is  still  better  if  performed  by  the 
surgeon,  may  be  injected  with  a 
syringe.  Beside  this,  however,  it  is 
necessary,  except  in  the  mildest 
cases,  to  employ  a  solution  of  nitr. 
arg.  four  grains,  or  of  sulphate  of 


copper  six  grains  to  the  ounce. 
This  is  to  be  applied  to  the  surface 
of  the  eye  with  a  camel's  hair  pencil, 
once  or  twice  in  the  day.  If  the 
eyelids  are  disposed  to  become  ad- 
herent during  sleep,  they  must  at 
night  be  illined  with  the  ung.  prec. 
rubri.  In  some  mild  cases,  the 
last  application  alone  has  effected  a 
cure.  The  other  topical  remedies 
proposed  by  Dr.  iMcK.  are,  scarifi- 
cation of  the  lids  aud  of  the  eye  it- 
self, leeches  to  the  temples,  and  vesi- 
cation behind  the  ear.  Those  of  a 
more  general  nature  are  the  oleum 
ricini  as  a  cathartic,  and  calomel  as 
an  alterative,  in  tedious  cases. 

The  extensive  experience  which 
Mr.  McKenzie  has  had  as  an  oph- 
thalmic surgeon,  renders  his  opinion 
on  this  subject  an  important  authori- 
ty, and  one  from  which  we  would 
not,  on  light  grounds,  venture  to 
dissent.  By  most  practitioners,  how- 
ever, the  treatment  will  probably  be 
thought  more  active  than  in  ordinary 
cases  is  necessary  or  useful.  The 
astringent  injection  which  is  recom- 
mended is  very  much  more  powerful 
than  that  which  has  been  employed 
by  other  surgeons.  That  usually 
prescribed  by  Mr.  Ware  in  similar 
cases,  contained  one  grain  of  blue 
vitriol  to  the  ounce  of  water,  and 
this  was  diluted  before  using.  Great 
judgment  and  caution  are  requisite 
in  regulating  the  strength  of  appli- 
cations to  so  delicate  a  part  as  the 
eye.  We  have  seen,  in  our  own 
practice,  a  case  of  ulcerated  cornea 
precisely  similar  to  those  in  which 
Mr.  Guthrie  employs  his  ung.  nit. 
arg.,  but  which,  after  resisting  these 
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severe  measures,  improved  and  re-  The  paper  of  Mr.  McKenzie  to  which 
covered  rapidly  under  the  use  of  a  we  have  referred,  will  be  found  in 
very  weak  solution  of  sulph.  zinc,   the  Glasgow  Journal  for  November, 
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MODE   OF  APPLYING  LEECHES. 

A  HUNGRY  animal  seldom  needs 
much  persuasion  to  lay  hold  on  the 
food  set  before  him.  The  leech, 
particularly  the  American  leech, 
seems  to  ft)rm  an  exception  to  this 
rule.  Numerous  have  been  the 
means  adopted  by  different  persons 
to  persuade  this  animal  to  qua(f  his 
favorite  nectar.  Cream  has  been 
spread  over  the  part  to  be  bitten,  as 
if  to  inform  him  that  the  milk  of  his 
engorgement  was  beneath.  Raw 
beef  has  been  rubbed  upon  it,  to  re- 
mind him  of  the  delice  in  waiting,  or 
else  to  deceive  him  into  the  belief  that 
his  food  was  very  near  at  hand,  and 
thus  encourage  him  to  commence 
operations.  When  these  means  have 
failed,  as  if  ho  had  not  spirit  or  pow- 
er enough  to  penetrate  the  thin  mem- 
brane which  encases  the  human  fab- 
ric, the  work  has  been  begun  for  him 
witii  the  point  of  a  lancet.  But  with 
all  these  baits  and  allurements  at 
command,  we  know  of  few  tasks  so 
.  tiresome  and  so  trying  to  the  pa- 
tience, as  that  of  applying  American 
leeches  in  the  winter  season.  It  de- 
serves to  be  ranked  among  the  mise- 
ries of  life. — With  great  pleasure, 
therefore,  we  hail  the  discovery  of  a 
method  said  to  he  immediately  ef- 
fectual in  accomplishing  this  desira- 
ble end.  The  author  of  this  disco- 
very has  beea  led  to  it  by  a  course 


the  most  natural  imaginable.  Con- 
fiding in  the  soundness  of  the  princi- 
ple, that  "  a  bird  which  can  sing  and 
wont  sing,  must  be  made  to  sing," 
he  dismisses  at  once  all  persuaders, 
and  takes  to  the  second  course  ;  and 
having  found  that  this  animal  has  as 
great  an  aversion  to  brass,  as  some 
young  lads,  who  possess  a  large  share 
of  it,  have  to  a  certain  vegetable  pro- 
duction, he  holds  up  this  rod  over 
him,  with  immediate  effect. 

This  metallic  composition,  drawn 
into  wire,  is  woven  into  a  basket 
about  the  shape  of  an  old-fVishioned 
wire  mouse-trap,  and  abeut  the  size 
of  a  new-fashioned  wineglass.  Into 
this  machine  the  leeches  are  placed, 
and  the  open  mouth  of  the  basket  is 
then  applied  to  the  skin  which  is  to 
be  punctured.  The  animals,  instead 
of  attaching  then)selves  to  the  brass 
wire,  as  they  generally  do  to  a  glass 
vessel,  shun  it  most  sedulously,  and, 
driven  from  every  other  side  of  their 
cage,  they  rest  on  the  skin,  and  ea- 
gerly commence  the  acts  of  punctur- 
ing and  suction. 

If  this  mode  is  found  to  be  really 
as  efficacious  as  it  is  represented  to 
be  by  the  discoverer,  it  will  be  the 
means  of  preventing  a  vast  deal  of 
impatience  and  petulance,  as  well  as 
of  enabling  us  to  adopt  an  effectual 
method  of  relieving  irritation,  with- 
out the  annoyance  to  the  sick  which 
is  so  apt  to  modify  and  often  couu- 
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teract  the  effect  of  the  application. 
The  use  of  the  common  native  leech, 
however,  seems  likely  to  be  almost 
superseded,  in  this  vicinity  at  least, 
by  those  imported  from  Germany  and 
France.  These  latter  attach  much 
more  readily  than  the  natives,  and 
draw  a  larger  quantity,  and  leave  an 
outlet  for  a  much  greater  discharge. 
They  will  not  however  always  bite 
without  delay  or  inconvenience. 

The  usual  mode  in  which  these 
curious  animals  are  sent  here,  is  to 
pack  them  in  boxes  nearly  filled  with 
argillaceous  earth.  It  has  been  usual, 
on  their  arrival  here,  to  transfer  them 
from  this  substance  to  vases  of  water  ; 
but  it  is  now  the  practice  with  many 
of  our  druggists  to  let  them  remain 
without  disturbance  ;  and  the  success 
of  this  plan,  though  far  from  uniform, 
is  said  to  be  at  least  equal  to  that  of 
the  other.  If  indeed  this  substance 
be  the  best  that  can  be  adopted  for 
their  preservation  during  a  voyage, 
we  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not 
answer  equally  well  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  them  while  on  shore.  The 
peculiar  susceptibilities  of  the  leech 
to  injury  from  external  causes,  seems 
yet  to  require  much  explanation  ; 
and  one  who  should  make  himself 
fully  acquainted  with  their  habits, 
might  render  this  knowledge  very 
useful  to  himself  and  the  community. 

The  utility  of  leciches  in  countries 
where  they  can  be  always  obtained 
and  depended  on,  is  exceedingly 
great  ;  whereas  in  this  country,  from 
their  uncertainty  and  the  trouble  at- 
tending their  application,  they  have 
been  at  times  almost  abandoned  as  a 
medical  agent.  In  France,  great  at- 
tention is  paid  to  the  breed  of  leech- 


es. We  see  in  a  recent  journal  that 
a  considerable  importation  had  been 
made  from  Senegal,  and  that  experi- 
ments were  making  in  the  Parisian 
hospitals  to  determine  their  value  as 
compared  with  the  native  leech. 
Could  the  foreign  animal  be  preserved 
and  multiplied  in  this  country,  it 
would  form  an  important  addition  to 
our  medical  resources. 


MEDICAL  INQUIRER. 

We  have  received  the  first  No.  of  a 

new  monthly  Journal,  entitled  The 

New  York  Medical  Inquirer.  The 

motto  of  this  periodical  is, — 

"  Let  mystery  be  stripped  of  all  pretence, 
And  practice  be  combined  with  common 
sense."*^ 

A  motto  sufficientl}'  indicative,  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  specimen  before 
us,  of  the  character  and  spirit  of  the 
work.  It  is  designed  for  general 
circulation.  The  success  of  the 
Philadelphia  Journal  of  Health 
has  given  an  impulse  to  works  of 
this  description  ;  and  we  understand 
that  a  Journal  of  like  character  is  to 
be  published  in  this  city.  If  gene- 
rally read  and  acted  on,  the  salutary 
precepts  usually  diffused  in  such 
works  are  calculated  to  lessen  the 
amount  of  human  suffering.  One  in 
each  of  our  great  cities  might  cer- 
tainly be  supported. 


Vx\CCINATI0N. 

The  following  is  decidedly  the  most 
efficacious  mode  which  has  ever  been 
adopted  to  secure  a  general  vaccina- 
tion among  the  poor.  The  Buri/ 
and  Norwich  Post,  an  English  news- 
paper, states  that, — 

"  Information  having  been  given 
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that  this  dangerous  and  infectious 
disease  is  very  prevalent  in  various 
parts  of  this  city,  public  notice  has 
been  issued,  by  order  of  a  court  of 
nriayoralty,  recommending  to  the  in- 
habitants immediately  to  have  re- 
course to  vaccination,  and  stating  that 
the  poor  inhabitants  may  receive  from 
the  Corporation  of  Guardians  a  re- 
ward of  two  shillings  and  sixpence  for 
each  person  wlio  may  be  vaccinated." 


THE  MEMBRANA  TYiVIPANI. 

It  has  been  long  observed,  that  in 
the  act  of  attentive  listening  the 
mouth  is  partially  opened,  which  is 
believed  to  increase  the  power  of 
liearing,  and  facilitate  the  transmis- 
sion of  feeble  sounds  to  the  internal 
ear  through  the  Eustachian  tubes. 
1  believe  the  alteration  in  the  form 
of  the  external  auditory  passage, 
which  is  produced  by  the  opening  of 
the  niuuth,  has  been  overlooked  ; 
but,  if  1  nustake  not,  it  is  to  this 
cans?  any  increased  facility  of  hear- 
ing, by  such  act,  may  be  attributed. 
By  placing  the  finger  in  the  ear,  and 
opening  the  mouih,  the  change  in 
the  form  of  the  auditory  passage  is 
immediately  observed,  by  the  with- 
drawal of  the  articulating  process  of 
the  lower  jaw  Irom  within  its  axis, 
and  thus  enabling  the  sonorous  un- 
dulations to  iuipiiige  more  directly 
upon  the  menibrana  tympani — Loti, 
Med.  Gazette. 


Removal  of  the  Arm,  Scapula 
and  Clavicle. — An  account  is  given, 
in  a  London  Journal,  of  a  sailor,  in 


whom  all  these  parts  were  totally 
and  successfully  amputated  by  Dr. 
Kalj)h  Cuming,  formerly  Surgeon  to 
the  Naval  Hospital  at  Antigua.  The 
cause  of  the  operation  vvas  a  severe 
gunshot  wound. 

Decomposition  of  Corrosive  Sub' 
limate  by  Vegetable  Hodies, — Ac- 
cording to  the  experiments  of  M. 
Fabian,  the  mucilage  of  quince  seed 
(semence  de  coing),  and  that  of  Sa- 
lop, decomposes  corrosive  sublimate 
the  instant  it  is  mixed  with  its  solu- 
tion ;  but  the  decoction  of  niarsh- 
mallow  does  not  produce  the  same 
effect,  and  the  extract  of  liiiuorice 
only  partially. — Phil.  J.  of  Pharm. 

Preparation  of  Hartshorn  Jdly. 
— The  following  process  is  due  to 
M.  Ferrez  : — Four  ounces  of  rasped 
hartshorn  are  to  be  steeped  in  eight 
ounces  of  water,  acidulated  with 
sixty  grains  of  muriatic  acid  for  ten 
minutes,  and  then  washed  carefully 
in  two  or  three  waters.  It  is  then 
to  be  boiled  with  fresh  water  for  half 
an  hour,  pressed  through  a  cloth, 
and  the  liquid  filtered  whilst  hot. 
This  fluid  is  the  jelly,  which,  being 
qualified  by  sugar  or  other  ingredi- 
ents, and  boiled  slightly,  gives,  upon 
cooling,  a  perfectly  clear  and  good 
jelly  for  the  table. — Jour,  de  Pkar. 

United  Twins  '  separated. — M, 
Mayor  states,  in  {he  Journal  de  Ge- 
neve for  July  30,  1829,  that  two 
girls,  united  like  the  Siamese  Bro- 
thers, were  separated  by  an  opera- 
tion, and  both  of  them  lived. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OF   DEATHS  IN  BOSTON,  ENDING  DECEMBER  31. 


Date.  ISex.jAge.  | 


Disease. 


Dec.  26. 

F. 

2Syrs 

consumption 

28. 

F. 

9 

unknown 

29. 

F. 

27 

bilious  fever 

M. 

72 

complaint  of  the  stomach 

M. 

3 

mortification 

M, 

64 

intemperance 

M. 

5 

lung  fever 

30. 

F. 

16  mo, hooping  cough 

Date.  |Sex.|  Affe  ( 

F.  2  1-2  y  measles 


Disease. 


31 


F.  35 
M.  13 
M  I49 


Im.120  mo  jworms 
Males,  10,— Females,  6.    Total,  16 


unknown 
brain  fever 
old  age 
consumption 

epilepsy 

dropsy  in  the  head 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


NEW  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
TER &  HENDEE,— Malaria;  an 
Essay  on  the  Production  and  Propagation 
of  this  Poison.  By  John  McCpllocii, 
M.D.  F.R.S.,  Szc.  &c. 

An  Essay  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Inter- 
nal Ear.  By  I.  A.  Saissy,  M.D.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French,  by  Nathan  R. 
Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
University  of  Maryland  ;  with  a  Supple- 
ment on  Diseases  of  the  External  Ear,  by 
the  Translator. 

Observations  on  the  Utility  and  Admi- 
nistration of  Purgative  Medicines,  in  seve- 
ral Diseases.  By  James  Hamilton,  M. 
D.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, &c.  &;c.  From  the  Fifth  Edin- 
burgh Edition. 

A  Treatise  on  Pathological  Anatomy. 
By  William  E.  Horner,  M.D.,  Adjunct 
Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Surgeon  at  the  Infirmary 
of  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse,  Member 
of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
Sec. 

Elements  of  Operative  Surgery.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French  of  A.  '1'avernier, 
Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the  Faculty  of  Pa- 
ris, &;c.,  with  copious  Notes  and  Addi- 
tions.   By  S.  D.  Gross,  M.D. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Nature,  Cause  and 
Treatment  of  Contagious  Typhus.  From 
the  German  of  J.  Val  !)e  Hii/DENTiR  and. 
Imperial  and  Ptoyal  Counsellor,  Professor 
of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vienna,  &c.  «fcc.  By  S.  D.  Gross, 
M.D. 

An  Essay  on  the  Morbid  Sensibility  of 
the  Stomach  and  Bowels.  By  James 
Johnson,  M.D. 

Examinations  in  Anatomy,  Physiology, 
Practice  of  Physic,  Surgery,  Chemistry, 
Materia  Pvledica,  and  Pharmacy.  For 
the  Use  of  Students.  By  RobePvT  Hoop- 
er, M.D.  Dec.  22. 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE. 

THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  at 
BOWDOhN  CO  [.LEGE  will  com- 
mence on  TUESDAY,  February  23,  1830. 
1'heory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John 

Delamatter,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  J.  D.  Wells, 
M.I). 

Midwifery,  by  James  McKeen,  M.D. 


Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  P. 

Cleaveland,  M.D. 

The  Anatomical  Cabinet  is  exten- 
sive, and  very  valuable. 

The  Library,  already  one  of  the  best 
Medical  Libraries  in  the  United  States, 
continues  to  be  every  year  enriched  by 
New  Works,  both  foreign  and  domestic. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of 
this  Institution,  is  required  to  present  sa- 
tisfactory evidence  that  he  possesses  a 
good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fees  for  admission  to  all 
the  Lectures  is  $  50.  Graduating  fee, 
including  diploma,  $  10.  There  is  no 
matriculating  fee.  The  Lectures  continue 
three  months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of 
the  Lecture  term  in  May,  and  at  the  fol- 
lowing Commencement  of  the  College  in 
September.  A  systematic  course  of  in- 
struction, embracing  Recitations  in  all 
the  branches  of  Medical  Science,  Demon- 
strations, and  Lectures,  will  be  given  by 
the  Professors,  during  Iho  interval  be- 
tween the  annual  course?  of  Lectures. 

Boarding  may  be  obtained  in  the  Com- 
mons Hall  at  a  very  reasonable  price. 

Brunsivick.^  Dtc.  4,  1829. 

MORBID  ANATOMY. 

CARTER  &  HENDEE  have  just  re- 
ceived,— The  Morbid  Anatomy  of 
the  Stomach,  Bowels  and  Liver  ;  illus- 
trated by  a  Series  of  Plates  from  Drawings 
after  Nature,  with  explarjatory  letter 
press,  and  a  Summary  of  the  Symptoms 
of  the  Acute  and  Chronic  Affections  of  the 
above-named  Organs.  By  John  Arm- 
strong, M.D. 

The  above  work  will  be  completed  in 
six  numbers,  at   $  6,00  each.  Three 
numbers  are  already  published.  Sub 
scriptions  received  by  C.  &  H. 

Oct.  6.  2am3m 

MEMOIR  OF  DR.  HOLYOKE. 

JUST  piibUshed,  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
TER k  11  EN  DEE,— A  Memoir  of 
Edward  A.  Holyoke,  M.D.  LL.D.,  pre- 
pared in  compliance  witli  a  vote  of  the 
Essex  South  District  Medical  Society. 


TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, by  C  .G.  Hufeland,  Piiysician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  c^c,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  &  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 
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not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  fur  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

NEW  INTESTINAL  WORM. 

At  the  sitting  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  of  the  11th  of  October, 
M.  G.  Cuvier  read  a  paper  on  the 
new  kind  of  Intestina,  or  parasite 
worm.  In  introducing  the  sub- 
ject, the  celebrated  naturalist  ob- 
served that  among  the  intestinal, 
or  parasite  worms,  a  certain  num- 
ber have,  on  the  under  side,  or  at 
the  hinder  extremity  of  the  body, 
several  or2:ans  in  the  form  of  air- 
holes, more  or  less  like  those  which 
are  observable  on  the  arms  of  a 
polypus,  or  at  the  lower  extremity 
of  the  body  of  a  leech.  From  the 
number  of  these  organs,  some  natu- 
ralists have  derived  the  names  giv- 
en to  the  animals  which  possess 
them  ;  but,  taking  these  holes  for 
mouths,  they  have  composed  such 
names  of  the  number,  and  of  the 
word  stoma^  calling  them  respec- 
tively distoma,  hexastoma,  poly- 
stoma.  M.  Cuvier  himself  having 
seven  and  twenty  years  ago  disco- 
vered, in  the  Mediterranean,  a 
species  of  this  family  having  three 
holes,  conformed  to  the  custom 
already  established,  and  called  it 
'^Tristoma."  It  is  now,  howe- 
*  ver,  well  ascertained,  that  these 
organs  do  not  serve  to  suck  up 
nouriture  any  more  than  the  organs 
of  the  same  form  possessed  by  the 
polypus  and  leech  ;  the  animal 
only  makes  use  of  them  to  fix  it- 
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self,  and  it  is  not  difficult,  with  a 
little  attention,  to  find  the  real 
mouth,  which  is  single,  and  very 
different  from  the  other  apertures. 

M.  Cuvier  allowed,  therefore, 
that  the  terms  dystoma,  tristoma, 
&c.,  are,  in  fact,  inappropriate; 
and  said  that  nothing  but  the  incon- 
venience which  the  study  of  natu- 
ral history  is  subjected  to  by  the 
change  of  names,  reconciles  hira 
to  adopt  them  in  preference  to 
those  of  hexacotyles,  &c.,  propos- 
ed by  M.  Blainville,  and  which 
express  with  more  exactness  the 
particular  organization  which  they 
are  intended  to  signify.  However 
that  might  be,  the  animal  present- 
ed to  the  Academy,  said  M.  Cu- 
vier, belonged  to  the  genus  of 
which  he  had  just  spoken,  but  it 
was  infinitely  more  polystomatic, 
or  more  polycotylous,  than  any 
which  had  been  ever  before  de- 
scribed. It  was,  besides,  he  said, 
the  giant  of  Polycotyles.  The 
greater  number  of  these  animals 
are  little  ;  many  are  microscopic  ; 
the  species  of  which  he  presented 
one  was  four,  five  or  six  inches 
long.  It  had  more  than  a  hundred 
apertures,  and  if,  in  giving  it  a 
name,  the  analogy  of  the  species 
most  approaching  to  it  in  charac- 
ter were  to  be  observed,  it  ought 
to  be  called  hecatostoma,  or  he- 
catoncotyle. 

In  addition  to  the  singularity  of 
its  oiganization,  is  that  of  the  situ- 
ation which  it  chooses,  or  rather 
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which  nature  has  assigned  it,  for 
its  residence.  It  lives  in  the  ab- 
dominal cavity,  or  even  in  the  solid 
flesh  of  the  polypus,  of  the  only 
being  which  surpasses  it  in  the 
number  of  holes  with  which  it  is 
furnished.  The  worm  so  existing 
as  a  parasite  to  the  polypus,  resem- 
bles in  such  a  degree  an  arm  of  the 
polypus  as  to  be  completely  decep- 
tive. Of  the  two  polypi  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  Paris  Academy 
was  called,  one  of  them  had  the 
hecatoncotyle  attached  to  one  of  its 
arms,  which  it  almost  devoured, 
and  which  it  so  effectually  appear- 
ed to  replace,  that  at  the  first 
glance  it  would  be  taken  for  that 
arm  itself.  M.  Cuvier  stated  that 
naturalists  owe  the  discovery  of 
this  worm  to  the  minute  observa- 
tions of  M.  Laurillard,  keeper  of 
the  cabinet  of  anatomy,  in  the 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  who, 
having  been  sent  to  Nice  to  make 
collections  of  fish  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, had  applied  himself  at  the 
same  time  to  observe  and  collect 
the  other  productions  of  that  sea, 
so  rich  in  curiosities,  and  yet  so 
little  known.  He  found  this  kind 
of  worm  in  the  sort  of  polypus 
called,  by  h'dmdivke^poiilpe  granu- 
leux,  but  had  not  been  able  to  dis- 
cover it  in  the  common  polypus, 
or  any  other  of  the  family.  Of 
the  five  individuals  of  the  species 
of  the  hecatoncotyle  which  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  M.  Lauril- 
lard, three  were  found  in  the  same 
polypus,  the  head  sticking  to  some 
point  of  the  inside,  and  the  tail 
parts  extending  into  the  abdominal 
cavity.  A  fourth  was  fotind  in 
another  polypus,  but  in  a  position 
similar  to  that  of  the  former  three. 
The  fifth,  as  it  has  been  before 
observed,  was  attached  to  an  arm 


of  the  polypus,  which  it  had  con- 
verted into  a  sort  of  bag,  into 
which  it  had  thrust  its  head,  the 
rest  of  the  body  remaining  at  liber- 
ty and  without.  M.  Cuvier  con- 
cluded that  the  hecatoncotyle  was, 
properly  speaking,  only  a  semi- 
intestinal,  or  rather  semi-exterior 
parasite.  It  is  detached  with  ease 
from  the  animal  on  which  it  lives, 
and  on  that  being  done,  it  takes  to 
swimming,  if  it  be  in  water,  whe- 
ther salt  or  fresh  :  if  otherwise,  it 
climbs  any  solid  substance,  with- 
out appearing  to  suffer  much  by 
this  change  in  its  situation  ;  it  at- 
taches itself  firmly,  by  means  of 
its  suckers,  to  the  fingers  or  any 
other  body. 

In  giving  the  anatomical  descrip- 
tion of  the  animal,  M.  Cuvier  re- 
presented its  form  to  be  lengthy 
and  somewhat  prismatic,  the  up- 
per side  being  round,  and  the  under 
side  flat.  Its  usual  length  is  four 
or  five  inches.  It  is  broader  and 
especially  deeper  towards  the  head 
than  towards  the  other  extremity  : 
at  the  former  the  width  is  between 
four  and  five  lines,  and  the  depth 
six  or  seven.  These  dimensions 
gradually  diminirihing,  are  reduced 
at  the  tail  to  less  than  a  line  iu 
width,  and  about  two  lines  in  depth. 
The  holes  are  situated  on  the  up- 
per side,  and  amount  to  fifty-two 
pair.  M.  Cuvier,  after  entering 
into  other  anatomical  details,  add- 
ed to  his  description  of  this  extra- 
ordinary animal  the  expression  of 
a  hope,  that  now  that  the  attention 
of  naturalists  had  been  called  to  it, 
the  inquiries  of  persons  whose  local 
circumstances  afforded  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  the  necessary* 
examinations,  would  lead  to  a  per- 
fect knowledge  of  its  nature  and 
history. — Lc  Globe. 
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II. 

New  organic  alkalies  discovered 
in  cinchona  bark. 

We  derive  the  following  interesting 
article  from  the  Journal  des  Pro- 
gres,  Vol.  in.,  for  1829.  Dr. 
Serturner,  chemist  of  Hamelm, 
remarked,  during  the  prevalence 
of  an  epidemic  intermittent  fever 
in  1828,  that  the  quinia  was  far 
from  being  a  certain  specific  against 
this  disease,  even  when  given  in 
doses  of  six  or  eight  grains,  con- 
joined with  acids.  It  stopped  the 
paroxysm,  but  not  in  a  permanent 
manner  ;  for  there  were  many  re- 
lapses, which  made  it  necessary  to 
resort  to  the  hark  in  substance, 
which,  administered  in  large  doses, 
in  conjimction  with  acids,  rendered 
the  relapses  much  less  frequent. 
Dr.  Serturner  likewise  ascertain- 
ed, what  has  been  observed  by 
other  practitioners,  that  quinia 
cannot  be  substituted  for  cinchona, 
as  a  tonic.  He  was  therefore 
induced  to  undertake  new  analyti- 
cal researches  on  the  ditferent  kinds 
of  cinchona  bark,  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  the  cause  of  this  dif- 
ference. The  details  of  his  expe- 
riments he  reserves  for  future 
publication,  communicating  at 
present  his  principal  results,  which 
are  as  follows  : — 

The  precipitates  obtained  by 
treating  the  acidulous  extracts  of 
cinchona  bark  by  alkalies,  com- 
prise, besides  quinia  and  cinchona, 
certain  additional  organic  alkalies, 
which  may  be  considered  as  modi- 
.  fications  of  the  former. 
^  These  new  organic  alkalies, 
and  especially  the  principal  one, 
which  Dr.  S.  calls  chinioidia 
[chinioidinc)  ^  are  intimately  united 
with  a  subacid  resinous  substance, 
which,  if  not  hurtful,  is  at  least 
not  beneficial,  and  which  is  very 


difficult  to  separate.  Its  separation 
can  be  effected  completely,  only  by 
the  ves^eto-animal  charcoal,  which 
is  obtained  in  the  preparation  of 
safranic  acid,  discovered  by  M. 
Liebig.  After  having  dissolved  in 
strong  sulphuric  acid  (diluted  with 
three  or  four  times  its  weight  of 
water)  the  impure  alkaline  sub- 
stance, which  remains  after  the 
sulp'iate  of  quinia  has  been  sepa- 
rated by  crystallization,  the  solu- 
tion is  to  be  decolorized  by  means 
of  a  mixture  of  the  vegeto-animal 
charcoal  above  mentioned,  with 
ordinary  animal  charcoal.  But, 
before  conductingthis  decoloration, 
it  is  best  to  treat  the  solution  with 
alcohol,  in  order  to  separate  the 
earthy  salts. 

The  new  alkali  exists  in  the 
cinchona  barks,  associated  with 
quinia  and  cinchona. 

Properties  of  Chinioidia.' — It 
resembles  the  other  alkalies  of  the 
cinchona  bark,  in  its  insolubility  in 
water,  its  color  and  taste.  But  it 
is  distinguished  from  them  by  its 
activity,  and  its  greater  capacity 
of  saturation.  Its  alkaline  reac- 
tion, and  its  intimate  combination 
with  an  extractive  matter,  which 
is  probably  an  acid,  are  characters 
not  less  striking.  Its  salts,  when 
freed  from  extractive,  are  affected 
by  heat  and  liquids,  after  the  man- 
ner of  balsams  ;  being  viscid  and 
fusible  like  the  latter,  although 
they  contain  frequently,  to  all  ap- 
pearance, their  acids  in  a  dry  state. 
As  a  medicine,  chinioidia  is  one  of 
the  most  precious  agents  of  the 
materia  medica.  It  is  not  merely 
a  better  febrifuge  than  quinia,  and 
even  than  the  bark  in  substance, 
but  it  possesses  many  other  thera- 
peutic properties,  whuh,  admit- 
ting that  they  exist  in  the  bark  it- 
self, are  not  to  be  found  in  quinia. 
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It  was  prescribed  by  Serturner  [in 
saline  combination?]  in  the  dose  of 
two  grains  three  times  a  day,  with 
the  direction  to  swallow  a  little 
vinegar  after  each  dose,  with  the 
view   of  saturating   the  gastric 
juice,  which  is  sometimes  alkaline 
in  fevers,  and  which,  by  acting  on 
the  salt,  sets  free  the  chinioidia, 
and  thereby  renders  the  medicine 
inert,  in  consequence  of  the  insolu- 
bility of  the  new  alkali  when  un- 
combined.    In  all  the  cases  treat- 
ed by  the  new  remedy,  the  fever 
was  cut  short  without  relapse;  and 
in  every  instance  the  concomitant 
symptoms,  such  as  the  paleness  of 
face,  loss  of  appetite,  oedema  of 
the  legs,  &c.,  disappeared  in  a 
shorter  time  than  is  usually  the 
case.    The  medicine  failed  only 
in  a  single  instance.    The  quantity 
necessary  to  effect  a  cure  was 
generally  from  twelve  to  twenty- 
four  grains.-^V.  A.  Med.  <^  Sur.  /. 

III. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  COAGULATION 
OP  THE  BLOOD. 

By  John  Bostock,  M.D. 

Sir,— I  have  stated  in  my  physi- 
ology, when  treating  of  the  cras- 
samentum  of  the  blood,  that  the 
coagulation  of  this  substance  may 
be  prevented  by  strong  agitation. 
I  was  induced  to  make  this  state- 
ment, partly  because  it  coincided 
with  the  opinion  generally  enter- 
tained, and  partly  because  I  con- 
ceived that  I  had  not  unfrequently 
myself  witnessed   the  fact,  al- 
though I  had  never  made  this 
point  the  direct  object  of  experi- 
ment.   During  the  course  of  the 
last  winter,  my    attention  was 
more  particularly  directed  to  it, 
in   consequence  of  an  attempt 

•  V.  I.  p.  436,  437. 


which  I  made  to  ascertain  the 
exact  amount  of  fibrin  in  healthy 
blood,  for  the  purpose  of  compar- 
ing it  with  the  amount  of  fibrin  in 
blood  that  exhibited   the  huffy 
coat.    1  shall  not  detail  the  va- 
rious means  that  were  employed, 
as  they  were  none  of  them  alto- 
gether satisfactory.    But  I  was 
enabled  to  draw  two  conclusions 
from  my  experiments, — first,  that 
the  quantity  of  fibrin  in  healthy 
blood  is  much  less  than  is  gene- 
rally supposed  to  be  the  case ; 
and  secondly,  that  its  proportion 
is  extremely  variable  in  different 
specimens  of  what  may  be  re- 
garded as  healthy  blood. 

My   inquiries  on  this  subject 
were  still  in  progress  when  the 
last  number  of  your  Journal  came 
into  ray  hands,  containing  the  ob- 
servations of  Dr.  Davy,  in  which 
he  notices  the  error  that  I  had 
committed,  and  relates  the  results 
of  various  experiments  that  he 
had    performed   on   the  blood. 
From  this  paper,  it  appears  that 
we  had,  to  a  certain  extent,  been 
pursuing  the  same  train  of  inves- 
tigation ;  and  I  have  the  pleasure 
to  find  that  many  of  my  results, 
of  the  correctness  of  which  I  was 
somewhat  doubtful,   were  con- 
firmed by  his  authority.  With 
respect  to  the  point  in  question, 
the  effect  of  strong  agitation  on 
the  blood,  I  believe  that  this  pro- 
cess merely    breaks   down  the 
coagulum,  and  divides  the  fibrin 
into  fragments,  which,  from  their 
minuteness,  and  the  small  propor- 
tion in  which  they  exist,  had  pre- 
viously escaped  detection.  Al- 
though I  have  found  it  extremely 
difficult  to  come  to  any  precise 
result  respecting  the  specific  ob- 
ject which  I  had  in  view,  yet  I 
am  strongly  inclined  to  believe, 
that  the  proportion  of  fibrin  is 
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ffreater  than  ordinary  in  blood 
which  exhibits  the  buffy  coat. 
There  is,  however,  in  this  case, 
a  circumstance  to  be  guarded 
a<-ainst,  which  ntiay  perhaps  ac- 
count for  this  apparent  increase 
in   quantity,— that   in  intlamed 
blood   the   serum  seems,  trom 
some  cause,  either  mechanical 
or   chemical,   to   adhere  more 
strongly  to  the  fibrin;  and  as  there 
no  method  of  separating  the  two 
substances,  with  which  I  am  ac- 
quainted, except  ablution,  friction, 
compression,or  some  similar  opera- 
tion, we  have  no  means  of  ascer- 
taining with  certainty  when  the 
separation  is  complete. 

1  have  thought  it  desirable  to 
transmit  my  observations  to  you, 
although  in  this  very  imperfect 
state,  both  because  I  am  anxious 
to  lose  no  time  in  correcting  the 
error  into  which  I  had  fallen,  and 
because  I  wish  still  farther  to  di- 
rect the  attention  of  chemists  to 
the  constitution  of  the  blood,  both 
in  its  healthy  and  in  its  morbid 
condition.     It  is  a   subject  on 
which  our  information  is  very  im- 
perfect, so  that  many  of  the  ge- 
nerally received  opinions  respect- 
ing it  will  probably  be  found  to 
be  incorrect,  and  have  certainly 
been   adopted   upon  insufficient 
grounds.       I  am,  &c. 

Ed.  J\led.  and  Surg.  Journ, 


IV. 

CASE  OF  RUPTURE  OF  THE  PULMONARY 
ARTERY. 

Bv  Mr  William  Gunn,  Assistant  Surgeon, 
^  Royal  Navy. 

John  White,  seaman,  aged  46, 
was  put  upon  the  sick  list  this 
morning,  complaining  of  pain  in 
the  head,  principally  on  the  right 
side,  extending  down  the  neck 


and  arm  to  the  hand,  which  was 
benumbed.    He  says  he  has  been 
unwell  for  some  time;  that  he 
has  been  restless  at  night,  and 
not  by  any  means  so  able  for  Im 
duty  as  formerly.    He  has  a  slight 
cold,  which  commenced  a  few 
days  ago  ;  but  he  feels  no  pam  m 
the  chest,  either  on  coughmg  or 
making  a  full   inspiration.  His 
bowels  are  rather  inclined  to  con- 
stipation.   He  says  that  he  feels 
little  appetite  for  food  ;  and  some 
of  his  messmates  have  since  in- 
formed me  that,  for  some  consi- 
derable time  past,  they  have  ob- 
served  him  eat  very  httle,  and 
that   with   no   apparent  relish. 
They  have   also  been  forcibly 
struck  with  the  marked  difference 
in  his  health  and  strength  of  late, 
yet  he  never  made  any  particular 
complaint;  and  in  answer  to  their 
inquiries  regarding  his  health,  he 
would  state  that     he  felt  unwell, 
yet  could  not  say  what  was  the 
matter  with  him."    His  pulse  is 
weak,  but  quite  regular  ;  tongue 
dry,  and  a  little  furred;  counte- 
nance sallow,  and  expressive  ol 
anxiety.    There  is  also  a  parti- 
cular vacancy  observed  about  the 
eyes,  which  appear  to  have  lost 
all  their  animation.    A  dose  ot 
salts  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
immediately,  and  a  diaphoretic 
at  bed  time.    The  right  arm  and 
hand  to  be  well  rubbed  with  vo- 
Utile  liniment. 

In  two  days  afterwards,  the 
purgative  and  diaphoretic  were 
again  repeated,  which  relieved 
all  the  symptoms. 

June  6th.-He  appeared  this 
morning  at  the  visit,  when  he 
said  that  he  felt  much  better,  and 
wished  to  go  to  his  duty.  He 
was  accordingly  discharged  from 
the  sick  list.  .  , 

In  the  afternoon  he  was  earned 
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into  the  sick  birth  in  a  state  of 
insensibility  :  his  body  was  cover- 
ed with  a  clamniy  perspiration, 
and  his  extremities  were  cold. 
There  was  no  pulse  to  be  felt  at 
the  wrist  or  temple,  and  on  ap- 
plying the  hand  to  the  chest,  the 
heart's  action  could  not  be  per- 
ceived. Respiration  was  very 
hurried  and  irregular  ;  the  mouth 
was  widely  open,  and  surrounded 
with  foam  :  and  the  lips  were  li- 
vid. By  degrees,  the  respiration 
became  more  hurried  and  faint, 
and  he  continued  to  gasp  for  a 
few  minutes,  when  he  expired. 

I  learned  from  those  who  had 
brought  him  into  the  sick  birth, 
that  he  had  been  engaged  in  some 
duty,  which  required  considerable 
exertion,  on  the  bowsprit,  and 
that,  without  complaining  of  feel- 
ing ill,  he  was  heard  to  utter  a 
groan,  and  seen  to  fall  backwards, 
and  if  those  who  were  near  him 
had  not  taken  hold  of  him,  he 
must  have  fallen  into  the  water  ; 
they  then  carried  him  into  the 
birth  in  the  state  mentioned.  He 
had  not  spoken  any  before  I  had 
seen  him,  nor  did  he  afterwards. 

Dissection. — About  ten  hours 
after  death,  the  body  was  exa- 
mined by  our  excellent  surgeon 
Mr.  John  Bell,  my  friend  Mr.  J. 
Wallace,  and  myself.  As  the 
cause  of  his  death  was  supposed 
to  exist  in  the  chest,  our  attention 
was  directed  there,  and  on  re- 
moving the  sternum,  the  left  side 
of  the  thorax  was  found  to  be 
completely  filled  with  blood,  more 
or  less  coagulated,  and  the  lung 
was  collapsed  from  the  pressure 
of  that  fluid.  On  removing  the 
clotted  blood  from  the  cavity  of 
the  thorax,  we  discovered  a  rup> 
lure  in  the  pulmonary  artery, 
about  an  inch  and  a  half  from  its 


origin  in  the  right  ventricle,  large 
enough  to  admit  the  point  of  the 
little  finger.  A  piece  of  the  ves- 
sel, about  two  inches  in  length, 
was  then  detached  from  its  con- 
nections. Upon  slitting  up  the 
side  of  the  vessel,  opposite  to 
that  on  which  the  rupture  had 
taken  place,  we  perceived  that 
there  was  a  circular  spot  of  the 
artery,  nearly  the  size  of  a  shil- 
ling, much  diseased,  and  that  the 
rupture  was  situated  exactly  in 
the  centre  of  this  diseased  portion. 
The  muscular  and  internal  coats 
of  the  vessel  were  completely 
destroyed,  and  nothing  remained 
but  the  external  tunic,  which  was 
thin,  and  of  a  brown  dusky  ap- 
pearance, clearly  showing  that  it 
was  diseased  in  structure. 

There  was  no  line  of  elevation 
or  distinction  to  be  observed  upon 
the  internal  surface  of  the  vessel, 
to  mark  the  exact  spot  where  the 
destruction  of  the  internal  and 
middle  coats  had  ceased  to  ex- 
tend ;  'but,  by  holding  this  portion 
of  the  vessel  up  to  a  lighted  can- 
dle, the  disease  was  distinctly 
seen  to  be  of  the  extent  and  ap- 
pearance stated  above. 

The  piece  of  ruptured  vessel 
was  of  an  angular  form,  having 
its  base  still  attached,  so  that 
when  laid  down  in  its  natural  si- 
tuation, it  covered  the  opening 
as  a  valve. 

As  the  cause  of  his  death  was 
so  distinctly  seen  in  the  thorax, 
we  considered  it  unnecessary  to 
examine  any  of  the  other  cavi- 
ties. 

Remarks. — Although  there  was 
destruction  of  the  internal  and 
middle  coats  of  the  artery,  yet  it 
does  not  appear  that  this  was  a 
case  of  aneurism,  for  there  was 
no  dilatation  of  the  vessel,  no  sac 
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formecl,  nor  any  coagulated  blood 
deposited. 

This  disease  of  the  vessel  must 
have  existed  for  some  time  ;  and 
when  we  consider  how  thin  and 
transparent   the    external  coat 
was,  it  is  surprising  that  the  rup- 
ture did  not  take  place  sooner  ; 
yet  this  tunic  possesses  consider- 
able strength,  and,  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  its  fibres  are  mixed, 
it  is  rendered  so  firm  that  even 
after  the  destruction  of  the  two 
inner  coats,  it  remains  a  sufficient 
obstacle  to  prevent  the  blood  from 
escaping,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  peritoneal  covering  of  the 
intestinal  canal  presents  a  pow- 
erful barrier  to  the  escape  of 
fecal  matters,  even   when  the 
Diucous    and  muscular  coats  of 
the   intestines    are  completely 
destroyed. 

Though  the  external  coat  was 
found  to  be  so  thin  at  death,  yet 
it  is  probable  that  this  melancholy 
event  would  not  have  happened 
so  soon,  if  the  man  had  not  been 
exposed  to  some  violent  exertion. 

His  sallow  countenance  and  de- 
jected  appearance   might,  per- 
haps, on  his  first  application,  have 
led  us  to  suppose  that  some  or- 
ganic disease  existed  ;  yet  this 
emaciation  did  not  appear  to  be 
more  than  might  be  expected  to 
be  met  with  in  a  man  at  his  time 
of  life,  especially  in  a  sailor, 
whose  habits  most  likely  were 
intemperate  and  irregular.  The 
heart  was  found  quite  healthy  ; 
and  this  may  account  for  the  re- 
gularity of  the  pulse. — lb. 


V. 

SCIRRHUS  OP  THE  PYLORUS,  AND  UL- 
CERATION OP  THE  STOMACH. 

Mr.  Waldron,  of  Bath,  has  re- 
lated an  interesting  case  of  this 


melancholy  disease,  in  the  last 
number  of  our  Midland  contem- 
porary, which  deserves  notice  on 
account  of  one  or  two  curious  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  it. 

The  patient  was  a  Mr.  Antho- 
ny, set.  50,  commercial  traveller 
of  Bath,  addicted  to  drinking  spi- 
rits, who  applied  to  Mr.  Waldron 
on  the  2d  of  December,  1828, 
with  much  debility,  loss  of  appe- 
tite, uneasiness  at  the  pit  of  the 
stomach,  and  frequent  vomiting. 
The  face  was  sunk  and  sallow, 
the  pulse  extremely  weak,  and 
the  bowels  very  irregular.    1  ill 
within  the  preceding  eight  months, 
he  had  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted 
state  of  good  health.    No  fulness 
nor  tenderness  was  detected  on 
examining  the  abdomen,  and  some 
purgative  medicines  were  pre- 
scribed.   These,  however,  fail- 
ing to  effect  any    benefit,  Mr. 
Waldron   inquired   further,  and 
discovered  that  the  sickness  ge- 
nerally occurred  from  an  hour  and 
a  half  to  three  hours  after  eating, 
and  that  the  matters  brought  up 
.   were  dark  colored,  grumous,  and 
more  than  commonly  offensive  : 
the  evacuations  were  imperfect 
and  scanty,  and  for  some  length 
of  time  a  copious  and  sound  stool 
had  not  been  voided.  Calomel 
and  hemlock,  leeches,  and  saline 
aperi^ents,  were  now  prescribed, 
but  without  any  benefit ;  and  on 
the  8th  of  January,  being  informed 
that  some  difficulty  was  experi- 
enced in  administering  the  enema, 
Mr.  Waldron  examined  the  rec- 
tum himself,  and  by  means  of  the 
stomach  pump,  found  that  some 
obstruction  did  exist,  though  a 
quantity  of  hardened   feces  was 
brought   away.      Shortly  after 
this,  a  small  bougie  was  introduc- 
ed with  some  difficulty,  when  the 
patient  expressed  himself  ^rea% 
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relieved,  and  the  sickness  of  the 
stomach  quite  subsided.  The  bou- 
gie was  gradually  augmented  in 
size,  and  a  pill  of  three  grains  of 
calomel,  with  eight  of  the  pil. 
rhei.  comp.,  prescribed  with  sur- 
prising, though  transient  good  ef- 
fect. The  patient  began  to  sink, 
became  furiously  insane,  and  died 
on  the  10th  of  February, — the 
sickness  never  having  returned 
since  the  use  of  the  bougie. 

Sectio  Cadaveris,  forty-eight 
hours  after  death. — "I  examined 
the  body  in  the  presence  of  Mr. 
G.  Goidstone,  Surgeon,  of  this 
city.  Considerable  emaciation 
had  taken  place  in  the  muscles 
of  the  extremities.  On  cutting 
through  the  parietes  of  the  abdo- 
men, an  unusual  depth  of  adipose 
matter  was  found.  In  the  abdo- 
men, the  vessels  of  the  small  in- 
testines appeared  dark,  and  con- 
gested with  blood.  I  passed  a 
ligature  in  two  points  above  the 
cardiac  extremity  of  the  stomach, 
and  having  divided  the  part  be- 
tween the  ligatures,  was  proceed- 
ing to  trace  the  stomach  down- 
wards to  its  pyloric  extremity, 
when  it  broke,  and  extravasated 
its  contents  into  the  abdomen.  I 
next  separated  the  small  and  large 
intestines,  following  them  down- 
wards throughout  their  whole 
course.  Upon  laying  open  the 
stomach,  the  cardiac  extremity 
appeared  enlarged  and  thickened, 
and  the  pyloric  was  a  complete 
mass  of  disease  :  at  that  part 
where  a  conoidal  opening  is  form- 
ed by  the  termination  of  the  sto- 
mach projecting  into  the  duode- 
num, an  enlargement  of  the  size  of 
a  large  duck  egg  was  found  ;  the 
stomach  above  this  enlargement 
was  ulcerated  and  thickened,  and 
appeared  as  a  pulpy  mass  ;  at  the 


enlargement,  the  calibre  of  the 
part  appeared  to  be  nearly  obli- 
terated, and  below  it,  the  duode- 
num was  ulcerated  and  thickened 
for  several  inches,  and  exhibited 
the  same  appearance  of  pulpiness, 
and  was  so  fragile  as  to  break 
on  the  slightest  force  beinor  used. 
On  cutting  through  the  enlarge- 
ment at  the  pyloric  extremity  of 
the  stomach,  the  centre  exhibited 
a  scirrhous  hardness  ;  in  one  part 
there  was  a  dark  discoloration, 
similar  to  what  is  seen  in  scir- 
rhous enlargement  of  the  breast, 
prior  to  its  passing  into  the  ulcer- 
ative stage  ;  on  cutting  into  it,  a 
dark-colored  sanies  escaped, 
which  was  imbedded  in  a  tuber- 
cular cyst.  The  rest  of  the  vis- 
cera of  the  abdomen  exhibited  no 
morbid  appearance,  excepting  the 
colon  and  rectum,  which  were  in 
several  places  so  much  contract- 
ed, as  to  reduce  the  calibre  of 
the  intestinal  tube  to  the  size  of 
the  smallest  rectum  bougie.  In 
the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon, 
these  contractions  were  very  ap- 
parent, and  the  feces  were  with 
considerable  difficulty  made  to 
pass  these  points,  by  pressing  the 
finger  and  thumb  above,  and  pro- 
pelling the  feces  forward. 

"When  the  colon  and  rectum 
were  laid  open,  beginning  above 
the  left  iliac  region,  the  intestine 
appeared,  in  many  parts,  thicken- 
ed and  contracted  ;  in  other  res- 
pects no  morbid  appearance  was 
observed.  In  the  head,  the  ves- 
sels of  the  brain  appeared  dark 
and  congested  with  blood  ;  the 
tunica  arachnoides  was  very  much 
thickened,  and  had  become  dense 
and  obscure  ;  in  different  parts, 
especially  on  one  side,  deposits  of 
coagulable  lymph  were  observed; 
a  larger  quantity  of  fluid  than 
what  is  common,  was  found  in  the 
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ventricles ;  in  other  respects,  the 
brain  exhibited  no  morbid  ap- 
pearances." 

As  Mr.  Waldron  justly  ob- 
serves, the  marked  relief  from 
the  passage  of  the  bougie,  and 
cessation  of  the  sickness,  are  re- 
markable, and  prove  the  intimate 
though  mysterious  consent  and 
sympathy  between  the  different 
portions  of  the  alimentary  canal. 


The  absence  of  pain  on  pressure, 
though  uncommon,  is  occasionally 
met  with,  and  no  necessity  exists 
for  admitting  the  hypothesis  ad- 
vanced to  account  for  the  circum- 
stance by  the  author, — viz.,  the 
quantity  of  fat  in  the  abdominal 
parietes.  We  have  seen  the 
same  absence  of  pain  on  pressure, 
where  no  such  condition  obtained. 
— Med.  Chir.  Review. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


CHLORIDES  OF  LIME  AND  SODA. 

We  took  occasion,  not  long  since, 
to  introduce  these  articles  to  the 
notice  of  our  readers,  as  very  pow- 
erful and  useful  agents  in  purifying 
the  vitiated  air  of  apartments  and 
other  places,  which,  by  the  presence 
of  animal  decomposition,  had  been 
rendered  offensive  or  dangerous.  A 
more  ample  description  of  their  uses 
than  we  have  seen,  is  contained  in 
the  Philadelphia  Journal  of  Pharma- 
cy. It  is  preceded  by  directions  for 
the  preparation  of  both  articles, 
which,  as  they  do  not  adniit  of 
abridgement,  we  give  unaltered. 

"The  Chloride  of  Lime  is  pre- 
pared on  a  large  scale,  by  introduc- 
ing chlorine  gas  into  a  chamber,  con- 
structed ill  a  suitable  manner,  and 
furnished  vvilh  wooden  shelves,  upon 
which  thin  strata  of  recently  slaked 
lime  are  exposed.  This  chamber  is 
provided  with  two  opposite  wiiidows, 
by  means  of  which  the  operator  can 
ascertain  whether  the  vapors  of  chlo- 
rine are  absorbed  by  the  hydrate  of 
lime.  A  door  is  contrived  in  one  of 
the  sides,  in  order  to  remove  the 
chloride  when  prepared.  Opposite 
to  this  door  is  an  opening,  through 
which  the  chlorine  is  introduced  into 


the  chamber.  The  roof  is  provided 
with  a  hydraulic  valve,  to  open  a 
passage  to  the  gas,  in  case  of  too 
great  a  dilatation. 

^'  Another  process  was  employed 
in  1816,  at  Jouy,  which  consisted  in 
introducing  some  hydrated  lime  into 
a  cylinder,  furnished  with  rays  of 
narrow  and  thin  pieces  of  wood,  and 
revolving  upon  a  hollow  axis,  through 
which  the  chlorine  passes.  By  the 
rotating  motion  given  to  the  cylinder, 
the  combination  of  the  gas  with  the 
hvdrate  of  lime  is  greatly  facilitated. 
When  the  saturation  is  accomplished, 
the  chloride  is  removed,  and  pre- 
served in  well  closed  bottles. 

"  Labarraque's  process  consists  in 
filling  up  large  stone  pots  of  an  elon- 
gated form,  with  a  mixture  of  twenty 
parts  of  slaked  lime,  and  one  part  of 
muriate  of  soda,  and  introducing, 
gradually,  chlorine  gas  into  them. 
The  operation  is  continued  until  the 
lime  is  sufficiently  impregnated  with 
chlorine  ;  and  this  point  may  easily 
be  ascertained  by  the  appearance  of 
the  mixture  becoming  moist.  This 
circumstance  is  a  sure  indication 
that  the  operation  is  drawing  near 
its  end. 

"  This  compound  may  also  be  ob- 
tained by  introducing  slaked  lime 
into  a  leaden  cylinder,  furnished 
with  two  bungs,  one  of  which  is  pro- 
vided with  a  tube  intended  for  con- 
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veying  the  pure  and  washed  chlorine 
into  the  cylinder,  and  tiie  other  with 
a  second  tube,  bent  at  a  riglit  angle, 
with  its  inferior  part  plunged  into  a 
vessel  containing  milk  of  lime.  The 
latter  tube  is  intended  to  open  a  pas- 
sage to  such  portions  of  chlorine  as 
would  have  escaped  combination, 
and  would  otherwise  be  lost,  and 
annoy  the  operator. 

"  Solution  of  Chloride  of  Lime  is 
prepared  in  the  following  manner  : — 
Rub  in  a  niortar  a  quantity  of  chlo- 
ride of  lime  ;  add  to  it  a  small  quan- 
tity of  water,  which  increase  gradu- 
ally, so  as  to  form  a  liquid  mixture  ; 
let  the  liquor  rest  ;  decant,  and  pour 
more  water  on  the  residuum  ;  unite 
these  solutions  of  different  degrees  of 
concentration,  and  bottle  them  up 
securely. 

These  solutions,  as  may  be  per- 
ceived, contain  very  different  pro- 
portions of  chloride.  When  this  li- 
quor is  intended  for  disinfecting,  it 
may  be  saturated.  The  quantity  of 
dry  chloride  contained  in  Chevalier's 
formula  affords  thirty-two  hundredths 
of  chlorine  gas,  acting  as  a  disinfecting 
agent  by  decomposing  the  miasmata 
evolved  from  the  disorganization  of 
animal  and  vegetable  matters. 

«  The  liquid  Chloride  of  Soda 
may  be  obtained  easily,  cheaply, 
and  of  an  uniform  strength,  by  de- 
composing the  chloride  of  lime  by 
thcr  subcarbonate  of  soda,  as  has 
been  proposed  by  Mr.  Payen. 

"  Payenh  Process. — This  method, 
extremely  sin»ple,  has  been  employ- 
ed in  the  preparation  of  a  liquid 
chloride,  which  has  obtained,  in  the- 
rapeutical exhibitions,  all  the  good 
results  it  was  expected  to  afford. 
It  consists  in  mixing  one  part  of  dry 
chloride  of  lime  with  twelve  parts  of 
water,  letting  the  liquor  settle  during 
three  hours  in  close  vessels,  filtering, 
and  washing  the  dregs  in  two  parts 
more  of  water.  On  the  other  hand, 
dissolve,  with  a  gentle  heat,  two 
parts  of  crystals  of  subcarbonate  of 
soda  in  four  parts  of  water,  and  let 


the  solution  cool.  Then  mix  the 
two  solutions  together,  taking  care 
to  stir  the  mixture  well.  A  copious 
precipitate  of  carbonate  of  lime  takes 
place,  and  the  liquor,  after  settling, 
is  decanted  or  filtered,  and  bottled 
np  securely.  This  liquor  is  the  pure 
chloride  of  soda.  The  precipitate 
may  be  washed  with  water,  if  de- 
sired, and  a  weaker  solution  obtain- 
ed, which  may  be  employed  to  dis- 
solve a  new  quantity  of  chloride  of 
lime  for  a  second  operation." 

The  uses  of  the  chlorides  are  by 
no  means  confined  to  the  mere  dis- 
infection of  unhealthy  apartments. 
In  the  arts  they  are  employed  for 
bleaching  feculas,  threads,  linen, 
paper,  and  even  for  the  restoration 
of  books  soiled  by  smoke  or  stains. 
The  solution  employed  for  this  pur- 
pose contains  one  part  of  the  chlo- 
ride to  twenty  of  water,  in  which 
the  body  is  immersed  until  it  has 
acquired  the  requisite  degree  of 
whiteness  ;  after  which  it  is  washed 
with  repeatecj  portions  of  fresh  wa- 
ter, in  order  to  remove  any  of  the 
chloride  which  might  still  adhere 
to  it. 

The  germination  of  seeds  is  said 
to  be  rendered  more  active  by  soak- 
ing them,  before  sowing,  in  a  mixture 
of  one  part  of  the  chloride  to  nine- 
teen of  water.  Feeble  vej^etables 
have  their  power  of  vegetating  in- 
creased by  watering  them  with  a 
solution  containing  one  sixty-fourth 
of  the  chloride. 

The  chlorides  are  found  to  aid  in 
the  preservation  of  alimentary  sub- 
stances. Eggs  are  preserved  by  be- 
ing put  into  a  solution  of  one  part  of 
chloride  of  lime  to  thirty-two  parts 
of  water,  their  relative  position  being 
occasionally    changed.  Vegetables 
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and  meat,  which  have  acquired  a 
disagreeable  smell  and  taste,  are 
immersed  several  times  in  water 
containing  from  a  fortieth  to  a  six- 
tieth of  chloride  of  soda,  and  then 
washed  in  pure  water.  By  this  pro- 
cess, their  offensive  qualities  are 
wholly  removed. 

These  compounds  are  capable  of 
disinfecting  all  kinds  of  wearing  ap- 
parel and  goods  infected  with  pesti- 
lence. By  applying  the  solutions 
to  their  persons  and  clothes,  pliysi- 
cians  and  others  have  been  enabled 
safely  to  visit  hospitals,  touch  the 
sick,  dissect  the  dead,  and  "  even  to 
dress  themselves,  with  impunity,  with 
the  shirts  and  wearing  apparel  of 
people  who  have  died  with  the 
plague.  In  this  last  instance,  they 
had  previously  immersed  these  clothes 
for  sixteen  hours  in  a  solution  of 
chloride  of  soda,  and  kept  them  on 
for  eighteen  hours,  laying  all  the 
time  in  their  beds.  Although  the 
clothes  had  been  impregnated  with 
perspiration,  blood,  and  pestilential 
matter,  and  were  still  stained  with 
them,  not  a  single  one  of  these  phy- 
sicians had  been  in  the  least  affected 
with  disease  twenty-two  days  after 
this  daring  experiment  was  per- 
formed." 

The  employment  of  these  singular 
agents  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
has  already  been  made  known  to  the 
profession.  We  lately  noticed  a 
case  of  cancerous  ulceration  in  which 
this  practice  had  been  adopted  with 
success  ;  and  they  have  been  also 
used  in  cutaneous  affections,  as  in 
scabies,  and  some  varieties  of  porri- 
go.  In  these  cases,  the  solution  is 
first  made  with  about  a  fortieth  part 


of  the  chloride,  and  gradually  in- 
creased in  strength  as  the  sensibility 
of  the  parts  diminished.  The  lotions 
are  repeated  from  four  to  six  times 
a  day. 


NEW    OPERATION  FOR  ANEURISM. 

We  learn,  from  late  journals,  that 
the  operation  of  tying  the  artery 
beyond  the  aneurismal  tumor  has 
been  again  performed  in  the  Island 
of  Mauritius,  by  Mr.  Montgomery, 
R.  N.,  in  charge  of  the  Civil  Govern- 
ment Hospital  at  that  place.  As 
the  case  is  in  many  respects  remark- 
able, we  shall  lay  before  our  readers 
its  most  interesting  details. 

The  patient  was  a  free  black, 
forty  years  of  age.  The  tumor  was 
situated  on  the  left  side  of  the  neck, 
imn)edialely  above  the  sternal  extre- 
mity of  the  clavicle,  of  the  size  of  a 
pullet's  egg,  and  appearing  to  extend 
downwards  behind  that  bone.  la 
this  situation,  it  was  evidently  im- 
possible to  tie  the  common  carotid 
below  the  aneurism.  There  was 
severe  dyspnoea,  with  cough,  and 
frothy  expectoration. 

This  was  the  state  of  things  on 
the  20th  of  February,  when  the  pa- 
tient applied.  He  was  put  under 
medical  treatment  till  the  9th  of 
March  following,  when  the  tumor 
had  increased  to  a  most  alarming 
size,  its  base  occupying  two  thirds 
of  the  clavicle,  and  extending  nearly 
four  inches  upwards  toward  the  an- 
gle of  the  jaw.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  was  determined  to 
perform  the  operation  which  afford- 
ed the  only  chance  of  relief.  An 
incision  was  accordingly  made 
through  the  fibres  of  the  platysma 
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myoid  muscle,  and  the  dissection 
continued  on  the  inner  side  of  the 
sterno  mastoid  muscle,  so  as  to  ex- 
pose the  sheath  of  the  artery  close 
to  its  bifurcation.  This  was  then 
slit  open,  the  vessel  separated  from 
the  vein  and  nerve  by  which  it  was 
accompanied,  and  enclosed  in  a  liga- 
ture. Several  embarrassments  oc- 
curred during  the  operation,  and  the 
space  through  which  the  vessel  could 
be  exposed  was  very  small,  on  ac- 
count of  the  situation  of  the  veins. 
None  of  the  veins,  however,  were 
divided,  and  the  whole  hemorrhage 
did  not  exceed  a  teaspoonful. 

The  patient  was  considerably  re- 
lieved by  the  operation,  in  regard  to 
many  of  the  symptoms.  The  cough 
and  dyspnoea  diminished,  and  his 
situation  was  rendered  generally 
more  comfortable.  The  pulsation 
in  the  tumor  diminished,  and  at  times 
was  wholly  absent.  Its  size,  howe- 
ver, gradually  increased  ;    and  its 


parietes  evidently  grew  more  thin, 
threatening  an  approaching  rupture. 
In  the  mean  time,  an  abscess  formed 
in  the  course  of  the  cicatrix,  which 
broke,  and  the  wound  entirely  heal- 
ed. At  length,  on  the  28lh  of  May, 
nearly  three  months  from  the  time 
of  the  operation,  the  tumor  burst, 
and  discharged  about  eight  ounces 
of  fetid  chocolate-colored  fluid.  As 
no  hemorrhage  followed  this,  and 
the  natural  opening  seemed  insuffi- 
cient for  the  escape  of  this  matter,  it 
was  enlarged  with  a  lancet,  and  gave 
exit  to  six  ounces  more  of  similar 
fluid.  On  examining  the  cavity,  the 
artery  was  found  without  pulsation 
below  the  place  of  the  ligature.  The 
wound  was  dressed  with  lint,  and 
assumed  a  healthy  appearance.  At 
the  time  of  the  report,  June  8lh,  it 
seemed  on  the  eve  of  healing.  The 
patient  was  recovering  his  general 
health,  and  seemed  likely  to  do 
well. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JANUARY  19,  1830. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOSTON  EYE 
AND  EAR  INFIRMARY. 

By  the  fifth  report  of  the  Surgeons 
to  this  charity,  it  appears  that  its 
benefits  have  been  more  extensively 
sought  than  in  previous  years,  and 
that  it  is  regarded  not  as  an  experi- 
ment, but  as  an  established  Institu- 
tion, the  advantages  of  which  are 
generally  acknowledged,  and  need 
not  enumeration  or  evidence.  The 
number  and  success  of  the  cases 
treated  are  thus  set  forth  in  the  re- 
port : — 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting, 


six  hundred  and  ninety-nine  patients 
have  applied  at  the  Infirmary.  Of 
this  number,  594  with  diseases  of 
the  Eyes,  and  105  with  diseases  of 
the  Ears.  Of  this  number,  439  dis- 
eases of  the  Eyes  have  been  cured, 
— 28  relievefi,— 20  not  treated,— 16 
were  incurable, — and  41  cases  are 
still  under  treatment.  A  great  pro- 
portion of  the  cases  not  treated  were 
cataracts.  Some  were  not  sufficient- 
ly advanced  for  the  operation  ;  and 
some  were  not  able  to  defray  the 
necessary  expense  of  board,  and  left 
the  Infirmary  without  treatment." 

Of  the  diseases  of  the  Ear,  48 
cases  have  been  cured, — 22  relieved, 
— 25  were  incurable,  and  not  treat- 
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r.  ^f^r\^\  intimalion  that  such 
ea,-n„d   10   re^a-.  n„ae.  Ueat-  ---^^Irt^.^.e  aUoase^n  an 

organ  the  heuUhy  functions  of  «b.ch 
Respecting  the  diseases  of  the  .,„,p„r,a„t  to  our  comfort  and 

eye,  the  Surgeons  add  :-  happiness,  has  been  caused  by  the 

"Almost   every   case   which   .s  ;    orance  of  the  faculty  in  a 

n,arked  incurable,  had  been  retider-   g  ^  „,,i,ein  which  they  are, 

'"'^'J:::^^^^     "  truth,  'very  generaUy  well  vers- 
:;.rctnce  "  It  is  a  melan-   ed,  and  practically  skilful. 

chf,lv  truth,  that  all  of  them  were  seated  at  the  Infir. 

s'l"^' 

and  speedy  rehef."  "         Diseases  of  the  Eye. 

To  the  opinion  contained  in  this    j^^yte  Ophlhalmia  83 
„,r,<.raDh  we  cannot  yield  an  assent,  chronic  Ophthalmia 

fore  the  public  ;  and  we  regret  that  ^JJ^^^^  Ophthalmia  ^ 
the  officers  of  so  useful  and  impor-  p^^^j^^,^  Ophthalmia  ^ 
tant  a  charity  should  think  it  neces-   Rheumatic  O^^tha^ 

♦    ovnrpss  such  a  sentiment.    Ophthalmia  wivh  Ulcers  ^ 
sary  to  express  y^3,,,,r    Cornea   and  Granular 

That  the  extensive  experience  u  ^  ^ 
ophthalmic  disease  acquired  at  such  ^^^^.^^  ^^^^^^^  10 
an  institution  is  the  parent  ot  skiu,  Yiyngmm  ^ 
and  the  means  of  relieving  much  Eclropeon  ^ 
suffering,  cannot  be  doubted;  but  Entropeon 

do  not  believe  that  the  well-edu-    N3.talopia^  ^^^.^^^  .^^ 
cated  members  of  the  profession,  in  g^.^pj;^,^^„,a 
this  country,  are  so  grossly  ignorant  j^- 
of  a  branch  of  practice  which  every    Cataract  Adu 

r  a   rr.        considered  as  much    Cataract  Infants 
one  of  them  has  cons  aer  Amaurosis 
within  the  sphere  of  his  professional    ^^^^^^^^^  Conjunctiva 
duty  as  that  of  midwifery ,-we  can-    ^^^^^^^.^  PupU 
not  believe  them  so  ignorant  of  the  p^^,-,, 
diseases  of  the  eye,  as  to  justify  the    Tinea  Cdiaris 

diseases.  «  .iniost  everv  case    Lippitudo  ^ 

assertion  that  ,         Tumors  of  Lid  1^ 

which  is  marked  incurable,  had  been  8 
rendered   so,  long  since,  by  mal-    Abscess  of  Lid 

*   ««t      npplect."    It  is  possible    Hypopion  ,  „ 

treatment  or  neg^c  I  M  ^P^^      Lachrymal  Passage 

the  reporters  do  not  other  Injuries  of 

that  the  mal-treatment  was  by  any  W^^^^ 

regular  praciitioner  ;-we  hope  this  ^y^.-j^j, ess  of  Sight  , 

may  be  the  case  ;  but  if  so,  the  sen-  jyiorbid  Sensibility  of  Retina 

I     n  r,r.t  Viave  been  without  Choroiditis 

tence  should  not  have  Dee  inflammation  of  Cornea 

qualification  :  for  it  is  no  light  affair  Inn^^^  ^ 
to  drop  into  the  families  of  our  citi- 
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Tumors  of  Conjunctiva  4 

IMyopia  1 

Pustular  Lid  5 

Slrabisiiius  4 

Deficiency  of  Pigmentum  Nig  1 


594 

Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

Otorrhosa  22 

Obstructio  Conchae  17 

Abscess  of  Concha  15 

Nervous  Deafness  25 

Polypus  of  Concha  1 

Otitis  20 

Herpetic  Eruption  Concha  3 

Obstruction  of  Eustachian  Tube  1 

Abscess  of  Mastoid  Cells  1 


105 


CAOUTCHOUC. 

Dr.  J.  K.  Mitchell,  Professor 
of  Chemistry  in  the  Phihidelphia 
Medical  Institute,  has  discover- 
ed a  mode  of  making  sheet- 
caoutchouc,  possessed  of  very  re- 
markable qualities.  It  is  eminently 
soft  and  pleasant  to  the  touch,  pos- 
sesses very  great  extensibility,  with- 
out the  exertion  of  much  force,  aijd 
may  be  made  so  thin  as  to  appear 
colorless  and  transparent,  yet  retain- 
ing considerable  strength  and  tena- 
city. When  a  sheet  is  folded  and 
cut,  or  when  two  pieces  are  laid  to- 
gether and  cut  with  scissors,  the  cut 
edges  adhere  with  considerable  force, 
and  indeed,  after  some  hdurs  mace- 
ration, adhere  as  strongly  as  the  rest 
of  the  sheet.  In  that  way,  tubes, 
bags,  socks,  caps,  luting  joints  &c. 
water  and  air  ti^ht,  may  be  made. 
Its  impenetrability  and  softness  ren- 
der it  ap[)licable  to  the  treatment  of 
many  local  diseases,  especially  chro- 
nic rheumatism. 

Its  properties  and  uses  are  so  very 
similar  to  those  of  the  sheet-caout- 
chouc made  by  Mr.  Hancock,  of 
London,  that  the  identity  of  them  is 
highly  probable.  Mr.  Hancock  con- 
ceals his  process  ;  but  Dr.  Mitchell, 
more  liberal,  and  confident  that  his 


discovery  may  be  eminently  useful 
to  the  whole  world,  has  not  hesitated 
a  moment  to  divulge  it,  and  has  au- 
thorized me  to  publish  in  this  Jour- 
nal the  experiments  he  has  made  in 
my  presence,  and  which  I  have  re- 
peated with  the  same  success.  Dr. 
Mitchell  forms  his  preparation  by 
soaking  the  caoutchouc  in  ether  un- 
til soft.  In  that  state  it  may  be  cut 
into  plates  or  sheets,  with  a  wetted 
knife,  without  difficulty,  or  the  sheets 
niay  be  stretched  to  a  great  extent. 
If  caoutchouc  bags^  so  softened,  be 
inflated  through  a  stopcock  by  the 
breath,  they  are  often  expanded  to 
a  great  size.  One,  now  in  Peale's 
museum,  which  weighs  only  seven 
ounces,  measures  six  feet  and  some 
inches  in  circumference.  The  in- 
flated caoutchouc  does  not,  when  li- 
berated from  pressuriB,  contract  n)uch. 

Dr.  Mitchell  has  also  discovered 
a  very  good  solvent  for  caoutchouc. 
It  is  the  essential  oil  of  sassafras, 
acting  on  the  article  after  it  has  been 
softened  by  ether.  This  solution 
will,  when  dry,  and  it  dries  in  a  day 
or  two,  present  a  tliin  pellicle  of 
pure  caoutchouc,  which  can,  by  wet- 
ting it  with  water,  be  separated  in  a 
sheet  from  glass  and  porcelain.  Ap- 
plied to  the  surfaces  of  torn  or  cut 
caoutchouc,  it  causes  their  firm  and 
inseparable  adhesion.  Silk  treated 
with  it  remains  apparently  unchang- 
ed, but  becomes  water  tight. 

Note. — When  very  thin  caout- 
chouc, prepared  as  above,  is  applied 
over  the  mouth  of  a  glass  jar,  it  ad- 
heres without  the  existence  of  any 
ligature,  and  permits,  through  its 
transparency,  the  inspection  of  the 
contents  of  the  jar.  As  it  is  attack- 
ed by  no  insects,  and  cannot  be 
gnawed  by  vermin,  its  protecting 
influence  greatly  exceeds  that  of 
anything  but  glass  itself.  It  has 
also  the  convenient  quality  of  dura- 
bility, the  same  pieces  being  suscep- 
tible of  repeated  applications,  be- 
cause very  few  chemical  agents  act 
oil  them. — Phil  Journ,  of  P harm. 
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Artificial  Preparation  of  Ice, — 
After  numerous  trials  made  by  M. 
B.  Meylink  vvitli  different  salts,  for 
the  purpose  of  converling  water  con- 
tained in  a  tin  vessel  into  ice  during 
their  solution,  he  ultimately  gave  the 
preference  to  a  nii.xture  of  four 
ounces  nitrate  of  ammonia,  four 
ounces  subcarbonate  of  soda,  and 
four  ounces  of  water.  This  mixture 
in  throe  hours  produced  ten  ounces 
of  ice  ;  whilst  with  the  mixture  of 
sulphate  of  soda  and  muriatic  acid, 
he  obtained  ice  only  after  seven 
hours. — Phil.  Journ.  of  Pharmacy. 


Pharmacopoeia. — A  medical  con- 
vention is  to  be  held  at  NewYork, 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  June,  to 
alter  and  enlarge  the  Pharmacopoeia, 
so  as  to  conform  to  the  improved 
state  of  science  and  practice. 


A  new  Remedy  for  Intemperance. 
— The  Glasgow  police  have  lately 
adopted  the  plan  of  shaving  the 
heads  of  topers,  when  found  in  a 
senseless  state.  ?^othing  could  ex- 
ceed the  astonishment  and  horror  of 
a  man  who  was  operated  upon  on 
Saturday  night,  when  he  put  his 
hand  on  his  head  in  the  morning, 
and  found  it  shorn.  Let  it  be  es- 
tablished by  law,  that  every  drunk- 
ard taken  up  by  the  watch  shall 
Iiave  his  head  shaved,  and  we  should 
at  once  see  a  great  run  of  business  to 
wig  makers,  or  a  very  great  diminu- 
tion of  those  disgusting  spectacles, 
with  which  our  streets  are  now  de- 
filed.— People- s  Friend  Gaz. 


Physicians  in  Jerusalem. — In  the 
laws  of  Jerusalem,  accordincf  to  God- 
frey, of  Bouillon,  it  is  provided  that 

if  any  physician  should  fail  to  cure 
a  slave,  he  shall  be  condemned  to 
pay  for  the  said  slave,  or  to  substi- 
tute another  in  his  place:  if  a  Chris- 
tian die  under  his  hands,  his  goods 
shall  be  confiscated,  and  he  shall  be 
hanged,  having  been  first  whipped, 
and  conducted  to  the  gallows  with  a 
urinal  in  his  hand  as  a  warning  to 
others. — N.  Y.  Med.  Inquirer, 


Tic  Douloureux. — The  nitrate  of 
silver  has  been  recommended  in  this 
disease,  by  Mr.  Abernethy  and  oth- 
ers, in  the  dose  of  one  grain  twice 
a  day. 


Bituminous  Coal. — We  under- 
stand a  mine  of  this  coal  has  been 
discovered  in  Clearfield  Co.,  Penn., 
within  twenty-five  miles  of  canal 
navigation.  It  burns  equally  well 
with  the  best  Liverpool  coal.  The 
great  resources  of  our  country,  in 
different  species  of  coal,  are  gradu- 
ally being  developed,  and  must 
eventually  be  a  source  of  considera- 
ble revenue. 


Boylston  Prize. — The  Prize  of- 
fered by  the  Boylston  Medical  So- 
ciety of  Harvard  University,  for  the 
best  Dissertation  "  De  Paruna^^ 
has  been  awarded  to  Mr.  Augustus 
A.  Gould,  of  this  city. 


WEEKLY   REPORT   OF   DEATHS  IN  BOSTON,  ENDING    JANUARY  9. 


Date. 1  Sex.  jAee 


Disease. 


Dec.  28. 
Jan.  2. 


F. 

82  yrs 

old  age 

M. 

M. 

2  mo 

inflammation  in  the  lungs 

F. 

M. 

43  yrs 

do.  do. 

M. 

F 

2 

do.        of  the  bowels 

F. 

M. 

8 

enlargement  of  the  heart 

5. 

F. 

F. 

7 

consumption 

6. 

M 

M 

44 

do. 

M. 

M. 

10  mo 

chickenpox 

7. 

F. 

M. 

34  yrs 

unknown 

8. 

F. 

M. 

70 

gravel 

F. 

F. 

39 

unknown 

9. 

F. 

Date.  lSex.|Age. 


Disease. 


38  yrs 
36 
45 
32 

11  mo 

24  yrs 
3 
23 

Males,  11,— Females,  11.    Total,  22. 


5  yrs  dropsy  in  the  head 
66      I  consumption 
7  h  unknown 


consumption 

do. 
lung  fever 
consumption 
dropsy  in  the  head 
consumption 

do. 

liver  complaint 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


NEW  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

JUST  pi.iblished,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
TER &  HElNDEE,— Malaria;  an 
Essay  on  the  Production  and  Propagation 
of  this  Poison.  By  John  McCulloch, 
M.D.  F.R.S.,  &c.  &c. 

An  Essay  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Inter- 
nal Ear.  By  I.  A.  Saissy,  M.D.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French,  by  Nathan  R. 
-Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
TJnisrersity  of  Maryland  ;  with  a  Supple- 
ment on  Diseases  of  the  External  Ear,  by 
the  'i'ranslator. 

Observations  on  the  Utility  and  Admi- 
Tiistration  of  Purgative  Medicines,  in  seve- 
ral Diseases.  By  James  Hamilton,  M. 
D.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, &c.  §zc.  From  the  Fifth  Edin- 
burgh Edition. 

A  Treatise  on  Pathological  Anatomy. 
By  William  E.  Horner,  M.D.,  Adjunct 
Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Surgeon  at  the  Infirmary 
of  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse,  Member 
of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
&c. 

Elements  of  Operative  Surgery.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French  of  A.  Tavernier, 
Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the  Faculty  of  Pa- 
ris, &;c.,  with  copious  Notes  and  Addi- 
tions.   By  S.  D.  Gross,  M.D. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Nature,  Cause  and 
Treatment  of  Contagious  Typhus.  From 
the  German  of  J.  Val  L)e  Hildenbrand, 
Imperial  and  Royal  Counsellor,  Professor 
of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vienna,  Sec,  &;c.  By  S.  D.  Gross, 
M.D. 

An  Essay  on  the  Morbid  Sensibility  of 
the  Stomach  and  Bowels.  By  James 
Johnson,  M.D. 

Examinations  in  Anatomy,  Physiology, 
Practice  of  Physic,  Surgery,  Chemistry, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Pharmacy.  For 
the  Use  of  Students.  By  Robert  Hoop- 
er, M.D.  Dec.  22. 


MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE. 

THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  at 
BOWDOIN  COLLEGE  will  com- 
mence  on  TUESDAY,  February  23,  1830. 
Theor}'  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John 

Delamatter,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  -by  J.  D.  Wells, 
M.D. 

Midwifery,  by  James  McKeen,  M.D. 


Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  P. 

Cleaveland,  M.D. 

The  Anatomical  Cabinet  is  exten- 
sive, and  very  valuable. 

The  Library,  already  one  of  the  best 
Medical  Libraries  in  the  United  States, 
continues  to  be  every  year  enriched  by 
New  Works,  both  foreign  and  domestic. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of 
this  Institution,  is  required  to  present  sa- 
tisfactory evidence  that  he  possesses  a 
good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fees  for  admission  to  all 
the  Lectures  is  $  50.  Graduating  fee, 
including  diploma,  $  10.  There  is  no 
matriculating  fee.  The  Lectures  continue 
three  months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of 
the  Lecture  term  in  May,  and  at  the  fol- 
lowing Commencement  of  the  College  in 
September.  A  systematic  course  of  in- 
struction, embracing  Recitations  in  all 
the  branches  of  Medical  Science,  Demon- 
strations, and  Lectures,  will  be  given  by 
the  Professors,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  annual  courses  of  Lectures. 

Boarding  may  be  obtained  in  the  Com- 
mons Llall  at  a  very  reasonable  price. 

Brunswick^  Dec.  4,  1829. 

~      MORBID  ANATOMY. 

AR  TER  &  HENDEE  have  just  re- 
ceived,— The  Morbid  Anatomy  of 
the  Stomach,  Bowels  and  Liver ;  illus- 
trated by  a  Series  of  Plates  from  Drawings 
after  Nature,  with  explanatory  letter 
press,  and  a  Summary  of  the  Symptoms 
of  the  Acute  and  Chronic  Affections  of  the 
above-named  Organs.  By  John  Arm- 
strong, M.D. 

The  above  work  will  be  completed  in 
six  numbers,  at   $  6,00  each.  Three 
numbers  are  already  published.  Sub 
script  ions  received  by  C.  &  H. 

Oct.  6.  2am3m 

MEMOIR  OF  DR.  HOLYOKE. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
TER &  HENDEK,— A  Memoir  of 
Edward  A.  Holyoke,  M.D.  LL.D.,  pre- 
pared in  compliance  with  a  vote  of  the 
Essex  South  District  Medical  Society. 

A TREATISE  on  the  Scrofulous  Dis- 
ease, byC.G.  Hufeland,  Physician 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  &;c.,  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Bousquet,  by 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  is  just  received 
and  for  sale  by  CARTER  &  HENDEE. 
Sept.  8. 
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SOME  REMARKS    ON  WEANING. 

By  J.  P.  Spooner,  M.D. 

The  circumstances  to  be  regard- 
ed in  weaning  a  child  are,  the  age, 
number  of  teeth,  season  of  year, 
and  state  of  health. 

1.  The  child  should  be  at  least 
one  year  of  age  at  tlie  time  of 
weaning,  and  if  it  can  be  continu- 
ed at  the  breast  until  fifteen 
months  old,  it  is  generally  better 
that  it  should  be.  Children  un- 
der this  age  are  better  able  to 
resist  disease  who  are  continued 
at  the  breast,  than  those  who  are 
weaned  at  an  earlier  age.  The 
mother's  milk  gives  to  the  child 
a  vigor  of  constitution  which  is 
quite  remarkable,  when  contrast- 
ed with  the  condition  of  those 
children  who  have  been  brought 
up  by  hand.  Every  one  who  has 
seen  anything  of  children,  knows 
how  subject  the  latter  are  to  dis- 
eases of  all  kinds,  more  particu- 
larly of  the  bowels,  especially 
during  the  summer  months.  Oc- 
casionally we  meet  with  a  child 
who  seems  to  be  an  exception  to 
the  above  remark  ;  one  who  is 
plump  and  thriving,  although  it 
may  never  have  been  nourished 
by  its  natural  food.  But  it  has 
been  remarked  even  of  these 
children,  that  when  attacked  with 


acute  disease,  they  possess  less 
of  the  power  of  recovery  Uhan 
those  brought  up  at  the  breast  ; 
such  children  may  pass  through 
the  active  periods  of  disease  as 
well  as  other  children,  but  their 
recovery  is  more  tedious.  Child- 
ren who  are  weaned  at  one  year 
generally  do  well,  other  things 
being  favorable  ;  still  it  is  better, 
when  practicable,  that  the  child 
should  b^e  continued  at  the  breast 
until  he  is  fifteen  months  old. 
It  is  objected  to  long-continued 
nursing,  that  it  is  a  great  trial  to 
the  mother's  constitution,  and 
may  prove  a  permanent  injury  to 
the  health.  This  undoubtedly 
may  be  true  in  some  cases. 
There  are  circumstances  relating 
to  the  mother  which  may  render 
it  expedient  to  wean  her  child 
long  before  it  has  completed  its 
first  year.  But  a  majority  of 
mothers,  by  prudent  management, 
may  continue  to  nurse  their  child- 
ren until  they  are  fifteen  months 
old,  and  some  even  until  they  are 
eighteen  months,  both  with  safety 
to  the  former,  and  benefit  to  the 
latter.  But  to  do  this  requires 
prudent  management.  The  child, 
after  it  begins  to  have  teeth, 
should  not  depend  upon  the  mo- 
ther alone  for  sustenance;  neither 
should  the  mother  allow  her  child, 
at  any  age,  to  hang  upon  the 
breast  through  the  whole  night; — 
a  custom,  I  apprehend,  too  com- 
mon, and  which  cannot  be  too 
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strongly  deprecated,  as  often 
leading  to  disastrous  consequences. 
Breast  milk,  if  only  taken  two  or 
three  times  in  a  day,  preserves 
the  tone  of  the  stomach  and  bow- 
els, and  enables  even  a  very 
young  child  to  take  other  food 
with  impunity  ;  and  this  is  all  that 
is  required,  when  it  is  recom- 
mended for  children  to  nurse  af- 
ter they  have  completed  their 
first  year. 

2.  A  circumstance  of  more 
importance  than  the  age,  is  the 
number  of  teeth.  The  greater 
the  number  of  teeth  at  the  time 
of  weaning,  the  greater  is  the 
security.  The  child  should  have 
at  least  four  teeth  ;  and  if  it  has 
cut  all  the  incisors,  It  will  be  still 
better.  There  are  few  children 
who  do  not  have  four  teeth  by  the 
time  they  have  completed  the 
first  year.  Many  cut  all  the  in- 
cisors by  this  age.  Hence  one 
year  is  safely  adopted  by  most 
parents  as  the  proper  age  for 
nursing  their  children.  Still  this 
circumstance  of  age  ought  not 
solely  to  be  relied  on.  A  child  of 
ten  months,  who  has  cut  all  his 
incisors,  is  better  prepared  for 
weaning  than  one  of  a  year  old, 
who  has  only  four  teeth,  although 
the  latter  can  generally  be  nursed 
with  safety.  The  reason  for  this 
must  be  obvious.  The  child  who 
is  well  supplied  with  teeth,  is  not 
only  prepared  to  act  upon  solid 
food,  but  the  appearance  of  the 
teeth  is  an  indication  that  the  di- 
gestive organs  have  arrived  at 
that  degree  of  maturity  when 
they  are  prepared  to  receive 
other  food  than  the  mother's. 
Another  consideration  should  also 
be  borne  in  mind.  Those  child- 
ren pass  through  the  trying  period 
of  dentition  with  the  greatest  ease, 
who  have  been  nourished  at  the 


breast.  Now  if  they  can  be  con- 
tinued at  the  breast  until  they 
have  cut  a  considerable  number 
of  teeth,  they  not  only  will  have 
cut  these  teeth  with  greater  ease, 
but  the  coiistitution,  more  parti- 
cularly the  digestive  apparatus, 
will  have  become  fortified,  and 
the  child  be  better  prepared  to 
cut  the  remaining  teeth.  The 
number  of  teeth  is  in  general  iu 
proportion  to  the  age  of  the  child: 
hence  the  latter,  other  circum- 
stances being  favorable,  is,  in  a 
majority  of  cases,  a  safe  criterion 
for  determining  the  time  of  wean- 
ing ;  but  as  the  number  of  teeth 
indicates  the  degree  of  maturity 
to  which  the  digestive  organs 
have  arrived,  it  is  this  circum- 
stance more  than  the  number  of  , 
months  the  child  may  have  lived, 
which  is  to  be  particularly  re- 
garded. 

3.  In  connection  with  the  age 
of  the  child  and  the  number  of 
teeth,  the  season  of  the  year  is 
to  be  considered.  Cold  weather 
is  always  preferable  to  warm  for 
weaning.  A  child  who  is  a  year 
old,  in  January,  if  it  has  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  teeth,  can  be 
weaned  with  greater  safety  than 
the  same  child  could  in  the  fol- 
lowing July,  when  he  would  be 
eighteen  months  of  age.  An  ob- 
jection to  weaning  during  the  cold 
weather,  is  the  length  of  the 
nights.  This  is,  however,  at 
most,  an  inconvenience;  and  when 
compared  with  the  danger  of 
weaning  during  the  summer 
months,  is  not  entitled  to  consi- 
deration. Under  this  head,  no 
better  rules  can  be  laid  down 
than  those  adopted  by  Dr.  Jack- 
son, of  this  city,  which  I  here 
give. — ''The  safest  period  of  the 
year  for  weauii)g,  is  from  the 
middle  of  October  to  the  middle 
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of  March,  provided  they  be  not 
weaned  under  ten  months  after 
December,  under  eleven  after 
January,  nor  under  twelve  after 
February.  Children  who  are 
weaned  at  the  age  of  twelve 
months,  in  March,  are  ordinarily 
safe  ;  those  who  are  weaned  at 
this  age,  in  April,  are  less  so, — 
one  half  of  them  perhaps  suffer- 
ing severely  in  the  subsequent 
summer  or  autumn.  In  May,  the 
danger  increases  ;  and  in  the  four 
subsequent  months,  if  a  child  of 
any  age  be  weaned,  it  will  in 
most  cases  be  sick  before  the 
middle  of  the  October  ensuing. 
The  disease  does  not  immediately 
follow  the  weaning ;  though  in 
many  cases  the  diarrhoea  of  teeth- 
ing children  ensues  at  once.  But 
the  instances  in  which  children 
who  are  weaned  between  May 
and  October  escape  cholera  in- 
fantum, are  extremely  rare  in- 
deed."* These  rules,  it  should 
be  observed,  apply  more  particu- 
larly to  the  city.  I  am  informed 
that  in  the  country  children  are 
often  weaned  as  late  as  the  month 
of  June,  this  month  being  prefer- 
red as  safe  and  convenient  on  ac- 
count of  the  shortness  of  the 
nights.  How  far  this  custom  is 
correct,  I  am  unable  to  say. 

4.  The  fourth  circumstance  to 
be  regarded,  is  the  health  of  the 
child.  No  child  should  be  wean- 
ed whilst  laboring  under  acute 
disease.  It  must  be  obvious,  af- 
ter all  that  has  been  said,  that  a 
measure  which  at  all  times  re- 
quires caution  in  its  adoption, 
must  be  particularly  objectionable 
at  a  time  when  the  system  is 
struggling  against  other  difficul- 
ties. It  should  be  remembered, 
also,  that  the  child  must  be  chief- 


*  N.  E.  Journal,  Vol.  I.  iXo.  I. 


ly  dependent  upon  the  breast  for 
the  recovery  of  its  strength,  after 
having  passed  through  the  acute 
stages  of  the  disease.  During 
sickness,  it  is  well  to  encourage 
a  child  to  take  aqueous  or  thin 
farinaceous  drinks,  allowing  it  to 
nurse  only  occasionally.  Should 
it,  however,  refuse  to  nurse,  care 
must  be  taken  to  retain  the  milk, 
by  having  the  breasts  frequently 
drawn  ;  and  the  child  should  be 
restored  as  soon  as  there  is  a  re- 
turn of  appetite,  and  be  allowed 
no  other  food.  It  sometimes  hap- 
pens, in  very  young  children,  that 
the  breast  milk  is  the  only  food  it 
will  take  ;  when  this  is  the  case, 
the  food  of  the  mother  should  be 
of  the  mildest  kind.  There  are 
cases  in  which  the  mother's  milk 
disagrees,  and  may  be  the  cause 
of  producing  or  maintaining  a  dis- 
ordered state  of  the  bowels  ;  and 
this  leads  to  the  consideration  of 
the  causes  which  may  render 
premature  weaning  expedient. 

By  premature  weaning,  is  meant 
weaning  at  a  time  when  it  would 
be  thought  injudicious,  in  consi- 
deration of  any  of  the  circum- 
stances above  noticed.  The  uni- 
versal rule,  in  deciding  this  point, 
is  the  following  : — If  it  is  evident 
that  the  milk  disagrees  with  the 
child,  or  if  there  are  good  grounds 
for  apprehending  that  continued 
nursing  will  be  productive  of  per- 
manent injury  to  the  constitution 
of  the  mother,  in  either  of  these 
cases,  there  can  be  no  question 
as  to  the  expediency  of  weaning. 
This  rule  may  be  adopted  as  of 
universal  application,  admitting 
of  no  exception.  The  evidences 
of  the  milk  disagreeing  with  the 
child  are,  a  disordered  state  of 
the  alimentary  canal,  wasting  of 
the  body,  fretfulness,  &c.  But 
as  this  condition  of  the  bowels 


788  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


may  arise  from  other  causes, 
whenever  there  is  any  suspicion 
of  the  milk,  the  point  should  be 
determined  by  a  change  of  the 
nurse,  or  food  ;  care  being  taken, 
in  the  mean  time,  to  retain  the 
mother's  milk  until  the  question 
is  satisfactorily  decided. 

As  regards  the  mother,  an  in- 
disposition which  is  likely  to  be 
temporary,  or  even  an  attack  of 
acute  disease,  is  not  ahvays  a 
sufficient  cause  for  weaning.  In 
these  latter  cases,  great  fears 
are  often  apprehended  that  the 
child  will  take  the  disease  from 
the  mother.  These  fears  are, 
for  the  most  part,  unfounded,  as 
women  have  been  known  to  nurse 
their  children,  with  impunity, 
whilst  laboring  under  the  most 
malignant  forms  of  fever.*  In 
our  common  autumnal  fevers,  1 
have  had  repeated  opportunities 
of  verifying  this  remark.  I  have 
had  patients  suffering  fiom  tf^is 
disease,  who  have  for  a  long  time 
continued  to  nurse  their  children; 
and  when  it  has  become  necessary 
to  wean,  it  has  either  been  on 
account  of  the  failure  of  the  milk, 
or  on  account  of  the  fatigue  and 
exhaustion  which  nursing  occa- 
sioned the  mother,  and  not  on  ac- 
count of  any  injury  sustained  by 
the  child.  It  is  often  a  question 
of  some  delicacy,  to  decide  be- 
tween the  danger  of  recovery  to 
the  child,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  dangers  of  fatigue  and  ex- 
haustion from  continued  nursing  to 
the  mother,  on  the  other.  No 
general  rules  can  be  laid  down 
for  determining  this  point,  but 
each  case  must  be  decided  by  an 
attentive  observation  of  the  cir- 
cumstances belonging  to  it  ;  re- 
membering   that    the  decision 

*  Dewees. 


should  be  in  favor  of  the  mother, 

who  should  be  allowed  to  incur  no 
hazards  for  what,  in  severe  cases, 
is  generally  the  doubtful  chance 
of  being  able  to  retain  the  milk. 

Another  question  akin  to  the 
one  just  considered,  relates  to 
the  propriety  of  a  woman  conti- 
nuing to  nurse  after  she  knows 
herself  to  be  pregnant.  The 
popular  opinion  is  that  she  should 
not.  And  yet  it  is  certain  that 
some  women  do  continue  to  give 
suck,  long  after  they  know  them- 
selves to  be  in  that  condition, 
without  injury  to  themselves  or 
their  children.  This  question,  I 
apprehend,  is  to  be  decided  by  a 
reference  to  the  circumstances 
above  detailed,  and  the  rule  which 
has  been  laid  down  for  premature 
weaning.  Should  these  circum- 
stances be  favorable,  the  exist- 
ence of  pregnancy  would  certainly 
be  an  additional  reason  for  wean- 
ing. Should  they  be  unfavorable, 
and  should  the  milk  agree  with 
the  child,  and  the  mother  derive 
no  serious  inconveniences  from 
continued  nursins;.  then  there 
would  appear  to  be  no  reason 
why  the  child  should  not  be  con- 
tinued at  the  breast  until  more 
favorable  circumstances  for  wean- 
ing occurred. 

In  the  reuiarks  which  have 
been  made,  I  have  proceeded 
upon  the  supposition,  that  when 
it  becomes  necessary  to  deprive 
a  child  of  its  mother's  milk,  the 
only  alternative  is  weaning.  This 
is  indeed  often  the  case  :  for  it 
not  unfrequently  happens  that  it 
is  impossible  to  obtain  a  nurse 
with  whom  a  cautious  mother  is 
willing  to  trust  her  chikl.  It  be- 
comes, then,  a  question  of  no 
small  importance,  what  substitute 
can  be  found  for  the  human  milk. 
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The  milk  of  various  animals  has 
been  recommended,  and  are  the 
articles  which  are  generally  used 
for  this  purpose.  An  examina- 
tion of  the  constituents  of  the 
different  kinds  of  milk  may  aid 
us  in  deciding  this  question. 

Woman's  milk  contains  but  lit- 
tle curd,  which  is  with  difficulty 
separated  :  it  yields  a  large  quan- 
tity of  cream,  and  is  very  sweet. 
When  deprived  of  its  cream,  it  is 
very  thin,  and  has  more  the  ap- 
pearance of  whey  than  of  cream- 
ed milk.  The  curd  is  said  to  in- 
crease in  proportion  to  the  time 
from  delivery. 

"  Cow's  milk  differs  from  wo- 
man's in  being  more  consistent, 
and  in  containing  a  much  larger 
quantity  of  curd,  which  is  seem- 
ingly gelatinous;  it  has  less  cream 
and  less  sugar." 

Ass's  milk  very  strongly  resem- 
bles woman's.  It  differs  from 
the  cow's,  and  consequently  from 
woman's,  in  having  less  cream, 
which  is  very  insipid  ;  it  contains 
more  curd  and  less  cream  than 
the  cow's. 

Goat's  milk  resembles  the 
cow's,  but  is  more  consistent,  and 
contains  a  larger  quantity  of  curd. 
Ewe's  milk  resembles  almost 
precisely  that  of  the  cow. 

Mare's  milk  is  thinner  than  the 
cow's,  but  less  so  than  woman's. 
Curd  less  abundant  than  in  the 
cow.  (See  Thompson's  Chemist- 
ry by  Cooper,  and  Nicholson's 
Fourcroy,  article  Milk.) 

From  the  above  comparisons 
of  the  constituents  of  different 
milks,  it  will  appear  that  the  dif- 
ferences of  consistency  depend 
upon  the  different  quantities  of 
curd  which  they  contain.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  different 
milks  are  more  or  less  digestible 
as  they  contain  a  less  or  greater 


quantity  of  this  constituent.  We 
are  thus  able  to  account  for  the 
fact,  that  cow's  milk  so  seldom 
agrees  with  children.  The  num- 
ber of  infants  who  can  bear  this 
article  for  constant  food,  however 
much  it  may  be  diluted,  is  ex- 
ceedingly small.  It  has  too  much 
of  the  nature  of  solid  food,  owing 
to  the  large  quantity  of  curd  it 
contains.  Ass's  milk  has  been 
recommended  for  children,  when 
human  milk  cannot  be  obtained. 
I  have  never  had  an  opportunity 
of  trying  it,  but  from  its  great  re- 
semblance to  woman's  milk,  it  is 
probable  that  it  would  answer 
this  purpose  very  well.  But  it 
contains  less  cream,  is  less  nutri- 
tious, and  is  less  palatable,  than 
the  child's  natural  food.  Mare's 
milk  stands  next  to  ass's  in  its  re- 
semblance to  human  milk.  It 
has  also  been  recommended  for 
children. 

The  article  which  I  have  used 
with  the  most  success  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  human  milk,  is  cream. 
It  is  much  preferable  to  clear 
milk,  and  can  be  taken  when  the 
latter  cannot  be  borne.  I  have 
used  it  in  the  proportions  of  one 
third  cream  to  two  thirds  water, 
with  sugar  enough  to  make  it  as 
sweet  as  human  milk.  I  seldom 
recommend  a  larger  proportion  of 
cream  than  that  I  have  mention- 
ed ;  but  I  have  known  it  to  be 
given  in  much  larger  proportions. 
In  one  case,  the  mother  assured 
me  that  she  gave  her  child  habi- 
tually not  less  than  two  thirds 
cream.  This  the  child  would 
take  with  a  good  relish  :  it  was 
well  digested  ;  whilst  milk  uni- 
formly disagreed  wilii  the  child's 
bowels.  1  have  had  opportunities 
of  making  the  same  observation 
in  other  cases,  where  the  article 
has  been  used  in  smaller  proper- 
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tions.  The  case  to  which  I  have 
just  alluded  was  so  remarkable 
in  demonstrating  the  different  ef- 
fects of  milk,  that  some  of  the 
facts  connected  with  it,  so  far  as 
they  seem  to  illustrate  the  pre- 
sent subject,  I  will  here  give. — 
This  was  a  child  who,  at  the  age 
of  six  months,  in  the  month  of 
August,  it  became  necessary  to 
wean,  on  account  of  the  sickness 
of  its  mother.  Soon  afterwards 
it  was  attacked  with  diarrhoea, 
which  became  very  profuse.  Me- 
dicine was  administered,  and,  as 
usual  in  cases  of  this  sort,  whilst 
the  cause  continues  to  exist,  with 
no  effect.  His  diet  had  thus  far 
been  chiefly  milk  and  water  :  this 
was  changed  for  cream  and  wa- 
ter, in  the  proportions  which  I 
have  just  mentioned.  His  medi- 
cine was  a  grain  each  of  calomel 
and  rhubarb,  taken  night  and 
morning.  In  a  few  days  there 
was  an  evident  improvement  in 
the  child's  discharges,  and  by  the 
end  of  a  week  they  became  natu- 
ral ;  his  flesh  began  to  return,  and 
in  all  respects  he  so  much  im- 
proved, that  I  discontinued  my 
visits.  In  a  few  weeks  I  was 
again  called  to  the  same  child, 
vvho  was  suffering  in  the  same 
way,  and  nearly  as  much  as  be- 
fore. On  inquiry,  I  found  tiiat 
the  mother,  trusting  too  much  to 
the  child's  improved  condition, 
had  neglected  to  obtain  cream 
for  him,  and  had  been  feeding 
hira  on  milk  again.  I  immediate- 
ly put  him  upon  the  same  treat- 
ment that  I  had  before  adopted, 
and  with  equally  as  good  effects. 
After  the  last  attack,  I  repeated- 
ly called  to  inquire  after  the 
child's  health  ;  and  the  mother 
again  and  again  told  me  that  if, 
from  any  cause,  the  milk  was 
given  for  a  day,  or  even  for  half 


a  day,  a  very  perceptible  change 
would  be  produced  in  the  dis- 
charges. This  child  thrived  re- 
markably well  on  this  diet :  at 
the  age  of  ten  months  he  was  a 
strong  healthful  child,  had  cut 
ten  teeth,  and  almost  went  alone. 

There  is  an  effect  which  fol- 
lows the  use  of  cream  which  it  is 
necessary  to  notice  ;  and  that  is, 
that  it  renders  the  bowels  costive. 
This,  I  take  it,  does  not  depend 
upon  any  sedative  power  in  the 
cream,  which  restrains  the  peris- 
taltic action  ;  but  the  cream  be- 
ing easily  digested,  nearly  the 
whole  is  converted  into  chyme, 
and  but  little  excremenlitious 
matter  is  left  to  sustain  the  ac- 
tion of  the  bowels.  I  have  also 
observed  that  when  the  cream  is 
much  diluted,  the  urine  is  pro- 
fuse, and  occasionally  there  is  a 
rejection  from  the  stomach  of  a 
liquid,  which  has  appeared  to  be 
clear  water.  From  these  facts, 
I  have  inferred  that  the  cream  is 
separated  from  the  water  soon 
after  it  gets  into  the  stomach, 
and  the  water  is  either  rapidly 
absorbed  and  carried  off  by  the 
kidneys,  or,  should  an  unusual 
quantity  accumulate  on  the  sto- 
mach, it  is  relieved  by  its  own 
efforts. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  a 
very  good  substitute  for  human 
milk  might  be  prepared  by  sepa- 
rating: the  curd  from  cow's  milk. 
This  may  be  prepared  by  sepa- 
rating the  milk  into  its  constituent 
parts,  and  then  mixing  the  cream 
and  whey  in  any  proportion  which 
may  be  thought  best  :  or  it  may 
be  obtained  without  separating 
the  cream,  by  adding  rennet  to 
new  milk  when  much  heated  ; 
then  '^breaking  down  the  curd, 
and  forcibly  separating  the  whey." 
It  is  said  that  "  from  whey  thus 
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procured,  butter  can  be  obtained 
in  considerable  quantities  ;  a  full 
proof  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
creamy  part  of  the  milk  has  been 
separated  with  the  whey."*  I 
am  unable  to  say  which  of  these 
modes  of  making  this  preparation 
is  preferable.  If  prepared  ac- 
cording to  the  former  method, 
the  proportions  of  the  constituents 
way  be  as  large  as  we  please  : 
if  according  to  the  latter,  the 
constituents  will  be  more  inti- 
mately blended  ;  a  consideration 
of  some  importance  ;  for  I  appre- 
hend it  is  owing  to  the  intimate 
union  of  the  component  parts,  that 
new  milk  is  more  easily  digested 
than  that  which  has  been  allowed 
to  stand  until  a  separation  has 
taken  place.  Made  in  either 
way,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  will 
be  preferable  to  a  mixture  of 
cream  and  water,  and  might  be 
given  in  those  cases  in  which  the 
latter  would  be  objectionable,  on 
account  of  the  costiveness  which 
attends  its  use.  In  its  sensible 
qualities,  with  the  addition  of 
some  sugar,  it  would  very  much 
resemble  woman's  milk.  It  will 
contain  a  portion  of  the  curd,  pro- 
bably nearly  as  much  as  is  to  be 
found  in  human  milk  ;  for  it  is  im- 

*  Thompson's  Chemistry  by  Cooper. 


possible,  with  rennet  alone,  to 
separate  all  the  curd  from  the 
whey.  .Now  this  appears  to  mQ 
to  be  desirable  ;  for  although  the 
cow's  milk,  in  its  pure  state,  con- 
tains too  much  curd  for  the  feeble 
powers  of  the  infant  stomach,  yet 
the  very  circumstance  that  a  por- 
tion of  this  constituent  is  found  in 
human  milk,  is  a  sufficient  proof 
that  it  is  designed  for  some  good 
purpose.  The  presence  of  a 
sntall  portion  of  curd,  together 
with  the  salts*'  which  whey  is 
known  to  contain,  would  probably 
prevent  the  costiveness  which 
somelimes  renders  cream  objec- 
tionable, and  perhaps  answer  oth- 
er purposes  with  which  we  are 
unacquainted. 

I  have  already  said  more  upon 
this  subject  than  I  at  first  intend- 
ed. The  utility  of  this  prepara- 
tion must,  after  all,  be  determin- 
ed by  experience.  I  have  had 
no  opportunity  of  applying  it,  since 
it  occurred  to  me,  neither  do  I 
know  that  it  has  been  before  pro- 
posed ;  and  it  is  now  merely  sug- 
gested for  the  consideration  of 
others. 

Boston,  Jan,,  1830. 

*  On  evaporation  of  whey,  muriate  of 
potash  and  muriate  of  soda  make  their 
appearance. — Thompson. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JANUARY  26,  1830. 


We  mi]st  apologise  for  the  little 
variety  found  in  our  paper  this  week. 
It  has  been  occasioned  not  by  want 
of  material  J  but  of  room.  It  is  always 
desirable  to  avoid  continuing  an  ar- 
ticle from  paper  to  paper,  and  many 
advantages  result  from  giving  at  once 
a  full  view  of  any  subject  which  is 


deemed  important.  In  the  next  vo- 
lume, which  will  begin  in  a  few 
weeks,  we  shall  adopt  a  plan  by  which 
this  object  may  be  accomplished 
without  depriving  the  reader  of  a 
variety  of  subjects  for  his  considera- 
tion. This,  and  one  or  two  other 
contemplated  improvements,  as  we 
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esteem  them,  will  be  more  fully  ex- 
plained ill  the  1st  No.  of  the  Vuhime. 


ST.    AUGUSTINE,  AS    A   RESORT  FOR 

CONSUMPTIVE  PERSONS. 

We  have  received  a  circular  letter 
from  Dr.  Andrew  Anderson,  dated 
at  Sr.  Augustine,  March,  1829,  in 
which  he  recommends  that  city  as  a 
favorable  residence  for  consumptive 
patients.  There  is  no  physician  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  but  has  oc- 
casion, every  season,  to  advise  a 
greater  or  less  number  of  his  friends, 
laboring  under  or  apprehensive  of 
pulmonary  disease,  to  spend  the 
vi^inter  months  in  a  milder  climate ; 
and  there  is  no  one  who  has  not 
witnessed  the  benefits  of  such  a 
course.  It  is  still  a  question,  in 
what  part  of  the  world  is  the  atmos- 
phere best  suited  to  remove  that 
morbid  condition  of  the  lungs  which 
constitutes  the  predisposition  to 
phthisis  pulmonalis,  and  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  tht^  disease  when 
once  established.  It  is  still  another 
question,  whether  the  climate  which 
would  act  most  favorably  in  one 
stage  of  the  malady,  would  also  be 
best  suited  to  all  other  stages  ;  and 
whether  the  peculiar  idiosyncracy  of 
individuals  does  not  form  another 
ground  for  the  selection  of  different 
climates  in  different  classes  of  pa- 
tients. On  these  points,  we  leave 
each  practitioner  to  decide  for  him- 
self, according  to  his  own  observa- 
tion and  judgment.  All  must  agree, 
however,  that  there  are  certain  ge- 
neral traits  of  character  in  some  cli- 
mates, which  seem  to  adapt  them 
peculiarly  well  for  accomplishing  the 
general  purposes  proposed  by  such 


as  resort  to  them  under  the  circum- 
stances alluded  to. 

In  mild  cases,  at  their  commence- 
ment, we  have  found  a  very  marked 
and  rather  unexpected  degree  of 
amendment  from  a  winter  passed  at 
Richmond,  in  Virginia.  Although 
the  distance  is  not  great,  yet  the  air 
is  so  bland  and  pure,  so  destitute  of 
the  raw  and  chilling  qualities  of  our 
sea  winds,  that  the  respiratory  or- 
gans seem  to  act  with  great  freedom, 
and  irritation  in  them  is  very  speedi- 
ly and  effectually  removed.  But  the 
more  distant  and  celebrated  places 
of  resort  for  such  patients  have  been, 
the  south  of  France,  Italy,  and  the 
West  India  Islands.  All  these  have 
doubtless  the  advantage  of  a  soft  at- 
mosphere, and  a  temperature  equable 
and  mild.  In  these  advantages,  the 
Island  of  Madeira  is  said  to  exceed 
them  all,  the  range  of  the  thermome- 
ter being  but  about  12  deg.  through- 
out the  year.  Here  too  may  be  en- 
joyed, with  great  facility,  the  new 
plan  of  dietetic  treatment,  which  we 
noticed  on  page  317?  under  the  head 
of  Cure  des  Raisins^  and  which 
would  doubtless  aid  in  the  restora- 
tion to  health  of  a  large  number  of 
those  who  fly  their  own  country  for 
milder  and  more  balmy  regions. 

Until  we  received  the  circular  letter 
from  Dr.  Andrew  Anderson,  we 
confess  ourselves  to  have  been  igno- 
rant of  the  peculiar  advantages  of- 
fered for  such  invalids  by  the  city 
of  St.  Augustine,  in  the  Territory  of 
East  Florida  ;  and  it  is  certainly  a 
fact  too  important  to  a  numerous 
class  of  valetudinarians,  to  be  passed 
lightly  over  by  the  faculty,  if  we  in- 
deed have,  in  our  own  country,  and 
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under  our  own  laws,  and  among  our 
own  people,  a  spot  so  congenial  to 
consumptive  patients  as  this  city  is 
represented  by  Dr.  A.  His  account 
is  altogether  clear,  and  bears  the 
marks  of  having  been  drawn  up  with 
great  impartiality.  Some  of  the 
more  prominent  features  of  this  de- 
scription we  shall  extract  from  his 
letter. 

"  The  city  of  St.  Augustine,"  says 
he,  "  one  of  the  oldest  places  on  the 
Continent,  is  situated  on  the  Atlantic 
coast,  in  about  Lat.  35  deg.  north. 
The  soil  around  the  place  for  miles 
is  a  mixture  of  shell  and  sand.  The 
houses  are  generally  built  of  shell, 
stone  or  wood,  after  the  old  Spanish 
mode,  with  orange  groves  in  the 
rear  ;  but  owing  to  their  age  and  pe- 
culiarity of  construction,  not  offer- 
ing, it  must  be  confessed,  much  at- 
traction at  first  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  States.  A  large  hotel,  however, 
is  about  to  be  erected,  which  is  in- 
tended to  remedy  any  objection  on 
that  score.  There  is  now  in  the 
place  a  Catholic  church,  a  Methodist 
meeting  house,  a  Presbyterian  church 
nearly  completed,  and  measures  are 
in  train  for  the  ereclien  of  an  Epis- 
co[»{il  church.  The  markets  present 
a  sufficient  variety  of  nieat  and  vege- 
tables. Beef,  though  lean,  of  good 
flavor  ;  poultry,  wild  and  tame  tur- 
kies,  and  venison  in  abundance  ;  and 
fish  equal  to  any  in  the  world, 
shoepshead,  bass,  mullet,  whiting, 
crabs,  turtles  and  oysters, — all  light, 
easy,  yet  nourishing  food.  Among 
the  fruits  are  the  orange,  the  lime, 
the  fig,  and  a  great  variety  of  kitchen 
vegetables.  The  vine,  olive  and 
date  would  also  flourish,  and  will  no 
doubt  be  shortly  introduced.  That 
it  is  a  place  in  some  respects  not 
presenting  all  the  conveniences  of  a 
large  and  more  busy  city,  is  certainly 
not  to  be  denied  :  that,  however,  is 
an  evil  that  will  soon  cure  itself. 
The  water  too,  though  drinkable,  is 


like  that  of  most  southern  latitudes, 
rather  hard.  The  price  of  board 
and  lodging  per  we<!k  is  from  seven 
to  ten  dollars.  All  the  above  cir- 
cumstances and  facts  are  no  doubt 
of  some  importance  to  most  persons  ; 
yet  to  an  invalid  in  search  of  health, 
there  are  other  things  of  far  greater 
interest;  and  it  is  here  that  St.  Au- 
gustine stands  undoubtedly  unrival- 
led,— in  air,  in  temperature,  in  phy- 
sical peculiarities  and  advantages 
generally. 

"  The  climate  is  as  equal  and  as 
agreeable  the  year  round  as  in  the 
nature  of  things  can  be.  The  mean 
temperature  by  Fahrenheit,  for  Ja- 
nuary, in  1829,  was  as  follows: — 
For  January,  1829,  at  7,  A.  M.,  53 
deg. ;  at  2,  P.  M,,  60  deg.  ;  at  9, 
P.M.,  54  deg. :  for  February,  at  7, 
A.M.,  53  deg.  ;  at  2,  P.M.,  60  deg.  ; 
at  9,  P.M.,  52  deg.:  for  March,  at 
7,  A.M.,  53  deg.  ;  at  2,  P.M.,  63 
deg. ;  at  9,  P.M.,  54  deg.  :  for  April, 
at  7,  A.M.,  61  deg. ;  at  2,  P.M.,  74 
deg.;  at  9,  P.M.,  66  deg.  In  the 
summer  months  it  ranges  from  80  to 
90  deg.,  but  the  heat  is  by  no  means 
as  oppressive  as  the  same  height 
would  indicate  in  more  norliiern 
latitudes,  on  account  of  the  dryness, 
clearness,  and  consequent  elasticity 
of  the  atmosphere.  The  trade  wind 
sets  in  about  10,  A.M,,  and  blows^ 
steadily  until  daylight  next  morning. 
There  are  no  uiarshes  in  the  vicinity, 
and  consequently  no  fresh  water  va- 
pors, and  the  frame  is  therefore  ge- 
nerally braced,  and  the  spirits  in  a 
state  of  exhilaration  that  at  first  is 
astonishing.  This  is  no  doubt  the 
true  secret  of  those  enthusiastic  and 
glowing  descriptions  of  this  land  of 
flowers,  that  characterize  all  the 
earlier  accounts  of  this  country;  and 
while  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  sources 
of  enjoyment,  is  also  in  itself  an  effi- 
cient remedy.  So  remarkable,  in- 
deed, and  so  well  understood  are  the 
cfl'ects  of  the  trade  wind,  that  it  is 
familiarly  styled,  among  the  inhabi- 
tants, '  the  Doctor.' 

"  The  nature  of  the  soil  assists 
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the  operation  of  tiiese  causes.  Con- 
sisting of  shells  and  sand,  it  absorbs 
tlie  rain  that  falls  very  rapidly,  and 
thus  prevents  the  rise  and  accumula- 
tion of  vapor,  and  avoids  the  un- 
healthy decomposition  of  vegetable 
matter,  those  prolific  sources  of  fever 
and  disease  in  our  own  climate;  and 
even  when  occasionally  the  air  may 
be  somewhat  damp,  it  is  so  impreg- 
nated with  salt  as  to  be  perfectly 
harmless.  One  fact  is  worthy  of 
particular  remark,  as  being  to  con- 
sumptive patients  of  great  impor- 
tance :  this  is  that  there  is  no  liabili- 
ty to  taking  cold  in  this  climate  ;  no 
ordinar}^  exposure  is  unhealthy  or 
dangerous.  This  fact,  however  cu- 
rious, is  unquestionable,  and  is  ac- 
counted for  on  the  plainest  princi- 
ples. There  are  no  sudden  changes 
from  heat  to  cold,  nor  from  dry  to 
damp.  During  the  day,  the  refresh- 
ing trade  wind  pours  a  steady  cur- 
rent of  air  over  the  coast,  and  you 
retire  to  bed  while  this  operation  of 
nature  is  going  on  ;  instead  of  waking 
at  night  or  in  the  morning,  and  feel- 
ing the  chill  of  the  night  damp,  the 
weather  has  uniformly  grown  warm- 
er and  milder  from  the  gradual  with- 
drawal of  the  effect  of  the  wind, 
which  ceases  entirely  about  daylight. 
In  other  climates  the  night  is  almost 
invariably,  and  is  always  liable  to  be, 
colder  and  damper  than  the  day.  In 
St.  Augustine  the  reverse  is  the  case, 
and  thus  the  delicate  lungs  of  a  pa- 
tient are  relieved  from  one  of  the 
greatest  sources  of  irritation.  This 
it  is,  in  my  opinion,  that  constitutes 
the  secret  of  the  climate  ;  it  creates 
the  most  bland  and  uniform  tempe- 
rature of  the  atmosphere,  and  there 
are  no  local  causes  to  impede  its 
complete  operation." 

There  is  one  very  important  fact 
contained  in  the  foregoing  extract, 
which  must  modify  very  considerably 
the  healthful  tendency  of  the  place. 
We  refer  to  what  is  said  of  the  water. 
The  influence  exerted  on  the  system 


by  the  water  commonly  used  is  too 
generally  underrated.  It  does  not 
stop,  we  must  remember,  with  the 
quantities  of  this  article  taken  in  its 
pure  slate  ;  it  is  not  limited  by  the 
additional  quantities  taken  for  the 
dilution  of  spirituous  liquors  ;  it  is 
active  in  the  coffee  and  tea  which 
form  so  large  a  part  of  the  morning 
and  evening  repast ;  in  the  meats 
and  the  vegetables  which  have  been 
boiled  in  it,  we  have  another  and 
daily  recurring  vehicle  for  convey- 
ing into  the  system  the  influence  of 
the  water  of  the  place  we  reside  -in. 
If  this  therefore  is  impure,  it  consti- 
tutes a  formidable  objection  to  the 
city  in  question.  This  objection  is 
the  greater,  since,  as  before  hinted, 
a  large  proportion  of  cases,  termed 
incipient  phthisis,  are  probably  caus- 
ed by,  consist  in,  or  else  are  con- 
nected wilh,  some  morbid  condition 
of  the  digestive  apparatus. 

We  shall  be  happy  to  receive  an 
account  of  such  experiments  as  may 
be  made,  to  test  the  eflects  of  the 
atmosphere  of  St.  Augustine,  in 
chronic  complaints  of  the  lungs,  or 
of  any  other  organs. 


MORTALITY  OF  BOSTON. 

The  following  are  the  Diseases,  so 
far  as  they  have  been  reported  to 
the  Health  Office,  which  have  occa- 
sioned the  Deaths  in  this  City  the 
past  year  : — 


Apoplexy  12 

Accidental  12 

Abscess  1 

Abscess  of  the  Lungs  1 

Abscess  of  the  Brain  2 

Burns  4 

Brain,  disease  of  2 
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Consumption 

203 

Convulsions 

28 

Croup 

35 

Childbed,  diseases  of 

17 

Canker 

7 

Carcinoma  Uteri 

1 

Colic 

3 

Cholera  Morbus 

1 

Chlorosis 

1 

Cancer 

B 

Diseases  unknown 

160 

Dropsy 

12 

Dropsy  of  the  Brain 

42 

Dropsy  of  the  Chest 

4 

Dysentery 

20 

Drowned 

19 

Debility 

10 

Diarrhoea 

1 

Disease  of  the  Bowels 

10 

Disease  of  the  Chest 

4 

Epilepsy 

2 

Fever,  Typhous 

28 

Lung 

80 

"  Brain 

14 

"  Bilious 

6 

"  Putrid 

1 

"      unknown  kind 

2 

Inlerniittent 

1 

"  Scarlet 

1 

"  Inflammatory 

1 

"  Malignant 

1 

"  Nervous 

1 

Fistula 

1 

r  racture 

1 

Gravel 

2 

Gout 

1 

Hemorrhage  of  the  Lungs 

1 

Hemorrhage  of  the  Bowels 
Hooping  Cough 

1 

11 

Hip  disease 

3 

Heart,  diseases  of 

9 

Inflammation  of  the  Bladder 

1 

Infantile  Diseases 

55 

Iriflamnialiou 

11 

Inflammation  of  the  Lungs 

10 

Inflammation  of  the  Bowels 

21 

Inflammation  of  the  Brain 

7 

Insanity 

3 

Intemperance 

30 

Jaundice 

1 

Lock-jaw 

1 

Liver,  diseases  of 
Lethargy 

14 

1 

Mortification 

-  8 

Mortification  of  the  Bowels  1 

Measles  72 

Nervous  Afl'cction  1 

.  Old  Age  65 

Palsy  11 

Pleurisy  4 

Piles  1 

Poison  1 

Quinsy  3 

Rheumatism  3 

Rupture  1 

Rupture  of  Bloodvessel  1 

Sudden  7 

Stillborn  65 

Sufl"ocation  1 

Spleen,  disease  of  1 

Salt  Rheum  1 

Scrofula  4 

Suicide  5 

Scald                        ,  1 

Scurvy  1 

Spasm  2 

Spine,  disease  of  1 

Stomach,  disease  of  2 

Throat  Distemper  3 

Teething  13 

Venereal  1 

Worms  3 


1221 

We  have  given  the  diseases  just 
as  reported.  The  inaccuracy  which 
will  be  observed  in  the  nomencla- 
ture, renders  it  impossible  to  form  a 
correct  estimate  of  the  proportional 
mortality  of  different  complaints.  It 
is  worth  remarking,  however,  that 
203  have  died  of  consumption,  whilst 
the  greatest  number  who  have  fallen 
victims  to  any  other  disease  is  9Q, 
which  marks  the  fatality  of  an  acute 
disease  of  the  same  organs.  ("  Lung 
Fever,  80  ;  Inflammation  of  Lungs, 
10.'*)  More  than  300,  or  about  a 
quarter  part  of  the  whole  number  of 
persons  who  have  died  the  past  year^ 
have  been  carried  off  by  some  disease 
of  the  lungs. — Next  in  fatality  we 
find  the  Measles,  which  have  been 
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particularly  rife  ihe  past  year  ;  rheii 
old  ngn^ — and  it  is  not  a  little  singu- 
lar that  tlie  number  of  those  whose 
light  has  thus  burnt  entirely  out,  is 
the  same  as  tliat  of  those  in  wlioni 
the  lamp  of  life  was  extinguished  be- 
fore their  entrance  into  the  world. 
Next  in  order  of  fatality  are  Hydro- 
cephalus, Croup,  Intemperance,  Ty- 
phous Fever  and  Convulsions,  hi- 
Jlammation  of  the  Bowels,  Dysentery, 
and  so  on. 

Let  us  now  see  what  has  been  the 
whole  number  of  deaths  in  this  cit}' 
the  last  seventeen  years.  The  fol- 
lowing may  be  considered  au- 
thentic, as  it  is  from  the  Records  of 
the  Health  Office. 

"In  1813,  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-six  ;  1814,  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  ;  1815,  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-one;  1816,  nine  hundred 
and  four;  1817,  nine  hundred  and 
seven  ;  1818,  nine  hundred  and  se- 
venty-one ;  1819,  ten  hundred  and 
seventy;  1820,  eleven  hundred  and 
three  ;  1821,  fourteen  hundred  and 
twenty  ;  1822,  twelve  hundred  and 
three;  1823,  eleven  hundred  and 
fifiy-four  ;  1824,  twelve  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  ;  1825,  fourteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty  ;  1826,  twelve  hundred 
and  fifty-four  ;  1827,  ten  hundred 
and  tweniy-two  ;  1828,  twelve  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three;  1829,  twelve 
hundred  and  twenty-one." 

If  now,  in  these  years,  the  same 
proportion  of  the  fatality  has  been 
produced  by  diseases  of  the  lungs, 
then  more  than  four  thousand  and 
six  hundred  persons,  in  this  city 
alone,  have  been  carried  off  by  dis- 
eases in  these  organs,  since  the  year 
1813. 

This  view  of  the  great  loss  of  hu- 
man life,  together  with  the  amount 
of  moral  and  physical  suffering  oc- 


casioned among  us  by  pulmonary 
disease,  should  give  a  new  impulse 
to  our  efforts  to  avert  so  appalling  a 
calamity.  It  appears  to  us,  that,  ia 
the  present  state  of  medical  know- 
ledge on  this  subject,  too  much  at- 
tention cannot  be  given  to  an  early 
and  judicious  change  of  climate  ; — 
this  local  application  seems  to  be  an 
almost  indispensable  aid  to  our  ge- 
neral remedies  ;  a  circumstance 
which  gives  an  additional  interest 
to  the  facts  stated  in  the  preceding 
article. 

The  great  fatality  of  lung  com- 
plaints is  by  no  means  confined  to 
this  city  ;  it  is  common  to  most 
places  in  the  north  which  border  on 
the  ocean.  In  Portsmouth,  e.  g., 
there  were  121  deaths  the  past  year, 
and  more  than  one  quarter  of  them 
were  from  disease  of  the  lungs. 
Neither  is  it  peculiar  to  populous 
cities.  In  York  (Me.)  there  were 
35  deaths  in  1829.  Of  these,  11 
were  occasioned  by  old  age,  and 
consequently  24  were  the  result  of 
disease.  Of  these  24,  eleven,  or 
nearly  one  half  died  of  consumption. 
Thus  do  we  see  the  effect  of  this  dis- 
ease on  human  life,  in  a  place  other- 
wise healthy,  and  remarkable  fur  the 
longevity  of  a  large  proportion  of  its 
inhabitants.  Of  the  whole  35,  only 
twelve  died  a  natural  death  under 
62  years  of  age. 


CONSUMPTION  OF  ANIMALS, — EFFECTS 
OF  TEMPERATURE. 

A  LATE  foreign  journal  contains 
some  account,  by  M.  Flourens,  of 
the  consumption  of  certain  animals, 
and  the  effect  of  temperature  in  that 
disease.    We  would  gladly  present 
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the  account  entire  lo  our  readers, 
but  as  our  limits  forbid  this,  we  shall 
only  offer  the  following  extract? 
which  contains  a  history  of  some  of 
the  experiments  of  this  celebrated 
pathologist. 

«  In  the  month  of  May,  1826, 
being  then  in  the  country,  a  duck- 
ling was  brought  me  from  a  newly- 
hatched  brood.  It  seemed  on  the 
point  of  dying  of  suffocation  :  its 
beak  was  wide  open  ;  it  had  the 
greatest  difficulty  to  breathe,  and  in 
an  hour  or  two  it  died. 

"  On  exaniining  its  organs,  I  found 
the  lungs  of  a  deep  red  color,  and 
gorged  with  blood.  The  animal  had 
died  of  a  violent  inflammation  of  the 
chest. 

"  I  went  to  the  place  where  the 
other  ducklings  of  t!ie  same  nest 
were,  and  found  another  which  had 
just  fallen  ir)to  the  same  state  of  suf- 
focation as  the  first  I  had  seen  ;  and 
while  I  was  examining  it,  a  third  was 
suddenly  seized  before  my  eyes  with 
an  oppression  of  the  chest,  so  vio- 
lent, that  at  the  very  instant  of  the 
attack  it  became  motionless,  and  soon 
showed  all  the  symptoms  the  first 
had  done.    The  two  last-mentioned 
ducks  also  died  after  a  few  hours. 
On  examination,  they  both  present- 
ed the  same  inflammatory  engorge- 
ment of  the  lungs  whicii  I  .  had  ob- 
served in  the  first:  all  three,  in  fact, 
had  died  of  the  same  kind  of  acute 
pneumonia ;    and    it    was  evident, 
moreover,  on  considering  the  cold 
degree  of  temperature,  and  the  ex- 
posiu'C  to  the  north  of  the  place  in 
which  they  were  found,  lliat  ii  was 
to  the  cold,  and  only  to  ihe  cold, 
ihat  these  pulmonary  inflammations 
were  to  be  attributed. 

^'  The  sudden  and  violent  effect  of 
cold  on  these  young  birds,  reminded 
me  of  some  observations  1  had  made 
some  years  previously  on  several 
animals  which  had  beet>  the  subjects 
of  my  experiujents.  These  animals 
which  had  been  operated  on,  in  the 
course   of  experiments  during  the 


warm  season,  and  completely  cured, 
had  most  of  them  died  of  chronic 
pulmonary  inflammation  on  the  first 
cold  weather  which  succeeded  the 
period  of  operation. 

"The  comparison  of  these- effects 
of  cold  on  different  animals,  its  ac- 
tion so  decided  and  constant  on  the 
respiratory  organs,  the  different  de- 
grees of  chronic  or  acute  inflamma- 
tion which  had  occurred  under  my 
own  eyes,  made  me  sensible  that  I 
had  in  my  power  the  means  of  direct 
investigation  and  experiment  on  one 
of  the  most  cruel  maladies  by  which 
humanity  is  liable  to  be  afflicted, — 
namely,  pulmonai-y  consumption  ; 
and  1  deterujined  to  derive  all  pos- 
sible advantage  from  them. 

"  I  first  applied  myself  to  ascertain 
whether,  in  certain  given  cases,  cold 
alone  is  sufficient  to  cause  pulmonary 
consumption  ;  and  then  to  discover 
if,  in  such  cases,  to  avoid  the  cold 
would  be  sufficient  means  of  avoiding 
the  malady.  I  resolved,  in  the  third 
place,  to  inquire  whether  this  mala- 
dy, after  it  had  commenced  under 
the  influence  of  a  cold  ten^perature, 
might  not  be  cured  by  the  simple 
and  only  effect  of  a  mild  tempera-" 
ture." 

The  following  is  detailed  by  M. 
Flourens  as  one  among  the  many 
experiments  made  by  him  in  the  in- 
vestigation he  had  thus  proposed  to 
himself : — 

"Early  in  October,  1826,  I  pro- 
cured a  brood  of  twenty-three  chick- 
ens, about  a  month  old.  As  soon 
as  the  cold  commenced,  I  placed  six 
of  these  chickens  in  a  place  chosen 
for  the  purpose,  in  which  I  kept  up 
a  mild  and  uniform  temperature. 
Not  one  of  them  was  attacked  with 
pulmodary  consumption. 

"  Out  of  eleven  chickens  which 
were  left  exposed  in  the  yard  to  the 
variations  in  the  temperature  of  the 
atmosphere,  all  but  two  died  of  pul- 
monary consumption,  after  having 
passed  through  all  its  various  de- 
grees ;  and  the  two  which  survived 
were  small  and  weak.    But  the  most 
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important  results  were  offered  by 
the  six  chickens  which  remain  to 
complete  the  number  of  twenty-three. 

I  had  left  them  at  first  with  the 
eleven  just  mentioned  in  the  common 
yard,  until  they  showed  evident  signs 
of  consumption  more  or  less  advanc- 
ed. I  then  removed  them  to  the 
place  which  I  had  kept  at  a  constant 
arjd  mild  degree  of  temperature,  and 
left  them  in  company  with  others 
which  were  already  kept  there, 

*'  Two  of  these  six,  which,  had 
they  been  left  exposed  to  the  effects 
of  the  cold,  would  certainly  have 
died  either  the  very  day  I  removed 
them  from  the  yard,  or  the  following 
at  latest,  afier  having  at  one  time 
Unproved  in  a  slight  degree  in 
strength,  died,  the  one  at  the  expi- 
ration of  four  days,  the  other  at  the 
end  of  nine;  I  found  their  lungs  in  a 
state  of  complete  inflammation  and 
suppuration. 

The  olher  four  regained  by  de- 
grees their  vivacity  and  strength,  and 
at  last  completely  recovered.  In 
the  month  of  April,  1827,  when  I 
set  them  all  at  liberty,  they  were 
quite  as  well  as  those  which  had 
been  constantly  kept  in  a  place  of 
warm  temperature. 

"  It  now  only  remained  to  ascer- 
tain the  condition  of  the  lungs  of 
these  four  chickens,  and  what  might 
be  the  states  in  which  those  organs 
had  been  during  the  titne  when  the 
signs  of  their  suffering  under  coii- 
su(nption  were  so  evident. 

"  I  found  then,  in  the  lungs  of  all, 
vestiges  of  former  disease,  more  or 
less  important,  and  now  cured. 

I  l)ave  preserved  in  spirit,  and 
shown  to  the  Acadeujy,  one  of  these 
cured  pair  of  lungs,  in  which  an  en- 
tire lobe  presented  nothing  but  con- 
tracted vesicles,  scars  of  extinct  in- 
flammation and  suppuration,  and 
evidence,  not  less  authentic  than 
consolatory,  of  the  powerful  influ- 
ence of  warmth,  and  of  the  complete 
cure  of  a  malady  to  which  so  many 
of  the  human  race  f^ill  victims. 

"These  experiments  show  clearly 


what  is  the  sort  of  influence  which 
warm  climates  have  on  pulmonary 
consumption  ;  that  it  is  by  effecting 
the  cicatrization  of  the  lungs,  when 
injured  by  the  cold  of  more  rigid 
climates,  that  the  mild  temperature 
of  the  south  produces  the  good  ef- 
fects so  longobserved  by  the  faculty." 

The  memoir  of  M.  Flourens  con- 
cludes with  insisting  on  the  impor- 
tant advantages  in  throwing  light  on 
human  pathology,  which  may  be  de- 
rived from  observing  the  diseases  of 
animals,  and  urges  the  propriety  of 
forming  national  tstahlishments^  on 
the  plan  of  that  proposed  by  Baglivi 
\\\  the  seventeenth  century,  for  the 
express  purpose  of  studying  the  ma- 
ladies of  animals,  in  order  to  enlight- 
en and  assist  the  study  of  the  disor- 
ders to  which  mankind  is  subject. 


ALOES  IN  ULCERS. 

The  resin  of  aloes  is  said  to  be  more 
efiectual  than  myrrh,  or  any  other 
terebiuthinate,  in  deterging  foul  ul- 
cers, and  promoting  the  healing  pro- 
cess. It  may  be  used  in  an  ointment, 
made  according  to  the  following 
formula  :  — 

Take  of  R.esin  of  Aloes  3  i« 
Bee\«!-wax  3 
01.  Oliv.  3  V. 

Mix  and  blend  by  gently  boiling  for  a 
few  minutes. 


Acute  Rlieumatisin. — Two  cases 
of  this  disease  are  related  by  a  phy- 
sician of  Montpellier,  in  which  a 
speedy  cure  was  effected,  after  other 
means  had  failed,  by  the  tartrite  of 
antimony.  It  was  given  in  the  dose 
of  a  quarter  of  a  grain,  and  gradual- 
ly increased  until  it  produced  nau- 
sea and  diaphoresis. 

Tic  Douloureux  and  Periodical 
Headach. — Dr.  VVetherill,  an  emi- 
nent physician  of  Liverpool,  has 
treated  two  cases  of  confirmed  tic 
douloureux  by  the  sulphate  of  qui- 
nine, in  doses  of  from  five  to  ten 
grains  three  times  a  day.    In  ono 
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case  (a  delicate  female)  the  parox- 
ysm recurred  daily  about  one  o'clock, 
and  continued  very  severe  for  four 
hours.  After  taking  the  medicine 
three  days,  the  paroxysm  did  not 
return,  and  she  remained  free  frocn 
the  malady.  In  the  other  case  the 
effects  were  not  so  satisfactory.  He 
has  also  successfully  prescribed  the 
sulphate  of  quinine  in  the  same  dose, 
in  cases  of  periodical  headach  and 
nervous  toolhach. 


Ijondon  University. — The  spirit 
which  prevails  among  the  Medical 
Professors  of  this  new  and  celebrated 
University,  bids  fair  to  be  the  means, 
if  not  of  augmenting,  certainly  of  dif- 
fusing much  important  and  useful 
scientific  information.  A  monthly 
magazine,  bearing  the  name  of  the 
University,  has  already  reached  its 
third  number,  and  contains  many 
valuable  medical  papers.  With  these 
we  shall  make  our  readers  better 
acquainted  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks. 


Indications  of  Insanity. — A  Trea- 
tise on  this  subject  is  in  preparation 
by  Dr.  Conolly,  Professor  of  the  Na- 
ture and  Treatment  of  Disease  in  the 
University  of  London, 


The  Siamese.  Boys. — These  twins 
have  been  so  ill  of  a  cough  as  not  to 
be  exhibited  several  days.  They 
were  attended  by  Mr.  Bolton,  and 


are  on  the  recovery.  A  representa- 
tion of  them  playing  at  battledore 
and  shuttlecock  has  been  published 
by  Mr.  Ackermann. 


NOTICES. 

We  feel  it  a  duty  to  say,  although  a 
matter  in  which  we  have  no  possible 
pecuniary  interest,  that  about  a  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  subscription  to 
the  "  Medical  Intelligencer,"  one  of 
the  roots  from  which  this  Journal 
sprang,  still  remain  unpaid.  As  this 
amount  is  due  to  the  family  of  tho 
late  Dr.  J.  G.  Coffin,  the  last  Editor 
and  Proprietor  of  the  Intelligencer, 
and  as  the  circumstances  of  his  es- 
tate are  such  as  to  render  the  pay- 
ment of  this  sum  very  desirable, 
we  must  solicit,  from  those  in  arrears 
for  that  work,  an  immediate  settle- 
ment of  their  accounts.  The  Pro- 
prietor of  this  Journal  will  receive 
and  receipt  for  the  same.  The  cir- 
cumstances to  which  we  have  allud- 
ed will  not  be  lightly  regarded  by  the 
upright  and  humane  debtor  to  Dr.  C. 

In  our  notice  last  week  of  Mr. 
Gould's  Prize  Dissertalictn,  a  typo- 
graphical error  occurred.  The  sub- 
ject,   De    Paruria,    was  printed 

De  Paruna." 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OP  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON,  ENDING   JANUARY  14. 


Date. I  Sex.  |Affe.  | 


Disease. 


Jan.  8. 


10. 


24  yrs 
3  d 


consumption 
unknown 


70  yrs  old  age 


32 
29 
18 
3 
23 
19 

12  mo 


diarrhoea 
consumption 
do. 
do. 

liver  complaint 
consumption 
croup 


1  d  lunknown 


Date.  |Sex.|Age. 


Disease. 


11. 

F. 

3  yrsjtyphous  fever 

F. 

31 

childbed 

M. 

50 

unknown 

12. 

M. 

40 

do. 

M. 

3  mo 

do. 

F. 

3  yrs 

hooping  cough 

M. 

38 

unknown 

14. 

F. 

42 

cancer 

F. 

68 

unknown 

F. 

51 

consumption 

Males,  9,— Females,  12.    Total,  21. 
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NEW  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
Tt:R  &  HENDEE,— Malaria;  an 
Kssaj  on  the  Production  and  Propagation 
of  this  Poison.  By  John  McCulloch, 
M.D.  F.R.S.,  &c.  &c. 

An  Essay  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Inter- 
nal Ear.  By  I.  A.  Saissy,  M.D.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French,  by  Nathan  R. 
Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
University  of  Maryland  ;  with  a  Supple- 
ment on  Diseases  of  the  External  Ear,  by 
the  Translator. 

Observations  on  the  Utility  and  Admi- 
nistration ofPurg-ative  Medicines,  in  seve- 
ral Diseases.  By  James  Hamilton,  M. 
D.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, kc.  Szc.  From  the  Fifth  Edin- 
burgh P^dition. 

A  Treatise  on  Pathological  Anatomy. 
By  William  E.  Horner,  M.D.,  Adjunct 
Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Surgeon  at  the  Infirmary 
of  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse,  Member 
of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
Ac. 

Elements  of  Operative  Surgery.  Trans- 
lated from  the  Fi  ench  of  A.  Ta  vernier. 
Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the  Faculty  of  l*a- 
ris,  &;c.,  with  copious  Notes  and  Addi- 
tions.   By  S.  D.  Gross,  M.D. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Nature,  Cause  and 
Treatment  of  Contagious  Typhus.  From 
the  German  of  J.  Val  I)e  Hildenbratjo, 
Imperial  and  Royal  Counsellor,  Prok  sscr 
of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vienna,  &c.  Sic.  By  S.  D.  Gross, 
M.D. 

An  Essay  on  the  Morbid  Sensibility  of 
the  Stomach  and  Bowels.  By  James 
Johnson,  M.D. 

Examinations  in  Anatomy,  Physiology, 
Practice  of  Physic,  Surgery,  Chemistry, 
MateriSK^Vledica,  and  Pharmacy,  For 
the  Use  of  Students.  By  Robert  Hoop- 
er, M.D.  Dec.  22. 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE. 

THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  at 
BOWDOIN  COLLEGE  will  com- 
mence on  TUESDAY,  February  23,  18^30. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John 

Delamatter,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  J.  D.  Wells, 
M.I). 

Midwifery,  by  James  McKeen,  M.D. 


Chemistry-  and  Materia  Medica,  by  P. 

Cleaveland,  M.D. 

The  Anatomical  Cabinet  is  exten- 
sive, and  very  valuable. 

The  Library,  already  one  of  the  best 
Medical  Libraries  in  the  United  States, 
continues  to  be  every  year  enriched  by 
New  Works,  both  foreign  and  domestic. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of 
this  Institution,  is  required  to  present  sa- 
tisfactory evidence  that  he  possesses  a 
good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fees  for  admission  to  all 
the  Lectures  is  $  50.  Graduating  fee, 
including  diploma,  $  10.  There  is  no 
matriculating  fee.  The  Lectures  continue 
three  months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of 
the  Lecture  term  in  May,  and  at  the  fol- 
lowing Commencement  of  the  College  in 
September.  A  systematic  course  of  in- 
struction, embracing  Recitations  in  all 
the  branches  of  Medical  Science,  Demon- 
strations, and  Lectures,  will  be  given  by 
the  Professors,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  annual  courses  of  Lectures. 

Boarding  may  be  obtained  in  the  Com- 
mons Hall  at  a  very  reasonable  price. 

■Brunswick^  Dec.  4,  1829. 

Dec.  15. — 4teop. 

LAENNEC  ON  THE  CHEST. 

JUST  published  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
TER <te  HEN  DEE,  A  Treatise  on  the 
Diseases  of  the  Chest,  and  on  Mediate 
Auscultation.  By  R.  T.  H.  LAENNEC, 
M.D.,  Regius  Professor  of  Medicine  in 
the  College  of  France,  Clinical  Professor 
to  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  at  Paris,  Phy- 
sician to  her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess 
of  Berri,  &c.  Szc.  Translated  from  the  la- 
lest  French  edition,  with  Notes  and  a 
sketch  of  the  Author^s  Life,  By  JOHN 
FORBES,  M.D.,  Member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians,  and  Senior  Physi- 
cian to  the  Chichester  Infirmary.  With 
Plates.  From  the  third  Revised  London 
edition,  with  additional  notes. 
Jan.  26. 
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EFRESENTING  the  Perfect  and  Im- 
perfect Cow  Pox  and  the  Chicken 
Pox,  during  their  course,  by  J.  D.  Fisher, 
M.D.  This  day  published  and  for  sale 
by  CARTER  &  HEN  DEE,  cor.  of  Wash- 
ington and  School  sts.  Price  62  1-2  cts. 
Jan  26. 
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I. 

MENTAL  DERANGEMENT  FROM  GAS- 
TRIC IRRITATION. 

By  H.  Worship,  M.R.C.S. 

JCdmund   ,  aged  15,  but 

not  yet  arrived  at  puberty,  of 
small  stature,  but  regularly  form- 
ed, with  light-colored  hair,  deli- 
cate and  pale  skin,  and  an  active 
and  intelligent  mind,  was  put  un- 
der my  care  for  an  affection  of  his 
eyes,  which  presented  the  following 
appearances  : — There  is  in  each 
eye  a  pencil  of  red  vessels,  running 
from  the  external  and  internal  an- 
gle, and  terjuinating  at  the  margin 
of  the  cornea,  which  is  perfectly 
transparent  ;  the  pupil  is  lar^  and 
regular  ;  the  iris  acts  slowly  and 
almost  imperceptibly  when  a  strong 
light  is  admitted  to  the  eye,  and 
the  pupil  becomes  contracted  only 
when  the  sight  is  fixed  on  any  par- 
ticular object  ;  the  conjunctiva  of 
the  lids  inflamed,  and  there  is  lach- 
rymation  and  confusion  of  vision 
when  an  object  is  regarded  for  any 
length  of  time.  The  upper  eyelid 
is  large  from  the  number  and  size 
of  its  vessels.  He  has  been  sub- 
ject to  similar  attacks  from  time 
to  time  during  the  last  four  or  five 
years,  and  has  lately  been  under 
the  care  of  a  celebrated  oculist, 
who  has  advised  the  application  of 
leeches,  and  an  occasional  dose  of 
calomel,  to  be  followed  up  with 
senna  and  salts. 

His  mother  informed  me  that 


he  was  not  sound  in  his  mind  ;  and 
with  respect  to  this  point,  I  made 
out  the  following  history.  About 
two  years  since  he  was  the  subject 
of  scarlet  fever,  which  ran  rather 
high.  He  had  passed  nearly  a 
week  in  convalescence  from  the 
attack,  when  he  was  seized  with 
acute  pain  in  the  abdomen,  follow- 
ed by  purging  and  vomiting,  which 
continued  for  some  hours.  It  was 
then  his  mind  became  aff'ected  ;  he 
screamed,  and  made  such  exer- 
tions, that  he  was  with  difficulty 
kept  in  his  bed  ;  he  fancied  he  was 
going  to  be  murdered,  and  pointed 
at  the  imaginary  objects  which 
were  to  destroy  him.  He  would 
minutely  detail  many  absurd  sto- 
ries, of  which  he  had  no  memory 
when  subsequently  questioned. 
From  this  state  he  passed  into  one 
nearly  resembling  idiotism,  and 
then  gradually  recovered.  Al- 
though occasionally  irritable,  he 
has  had  no  attack  like  the  one  I 
have  just  described  till  within  a 
short  time  of  my  attendance,  nor 
was  this  attack  of  so  severe  a  cha- 
racter as  its  predecessor. 

Disregarding,  for  a  time,  the 
affection  of  the  eyes,  and  bearing 
in  mind  the  history  of  the  former 
illness,  I  was  induced  to  look  for 
the  cause  of  the  present  relapse  in 
a  disorder  of  the  stomach,  or  some 
other  abdominal  viscus.  That 
such  a  disorder  existed,  and  that 
the  treatment  I  adopted  for  its 
removal  acted  beneficially  on  the 
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brain,  the  following  statement  will 
fully  prove. 

Nov.  3d. — My  patient  complains 
of  great  pain  and  heat  in  the  head, 
with  confusion  of  ideas.  His  pulse 
is  quick  and  fall;  respiration  short, 
and  principally  carried  on  by  the 
ribs.  He  sighs  continually  ;  his 
digestion  is  painful,  and  his  appe- 
tite immoderate,  for  scarcely  does 
half  an  hour  elapse  after  eating  a 
meal,  which  would  satisfy  two 
persons,  when  he  again  calls  for 
food,  and  eats  to  a  like  excess. 
The  tongue  is  covered  with  a 
white  fur  ;  the  bowels  are  irregu- 
lar ;  the  epigastrium  is  full  and 
hard,  and  painful  on  pressure.  He 
was  put  on  low  diet,  with  lemon- 
ade for  drink  ;  leeches,  followed 
by  poultices,  were  applied  to  the 
pit  of  the  stomach  on  the  3d,  4th, 
and  8th  ;  the  leeches  amounted  in 
all  to  forty.  To  the  treatment 
just  mentioned,  my  patient  added 
the  occasional  use  of  a  foot-bath. 

Nov.  14th. — His  recovery  has 
been  as  rapid  as  I  could  have  wish- 
ed :  at  the  time  I  am  writing,  his 
tongue  is  clean,  his  head  clear  ; 
the  pain  in  the  epigastrium  no  long- 
er exists,  and  the  inflammation  of 
the  eyes  has  quite  disappeared  ;  so 
that,  he  says,  his  sight  is  as  good 
as  ever  it  was. 

It  will  readily  be  granted  that 
there  are  many  cases  in  which 
disorder  of  the  stomach  is  the 
exciting  cause  of  pains,  and  other 
unpleasant  feelings  in  the  head  ; 
but  that  this  disorder  (be  its  cha- 
racter and  symptoms  what  they 
may)  should  so  far  act  on  the  ce- 
rebral mass  as  to  produce  a  de- 
rangement of  the  intellectual  func- 
tions, for  any  length  of  time,  or  at 
intervals,  is  a  point  which  will  less 
readily  be  believed  from  the  want 
of  facts  to  substantiate  such  an 
opinion.    From  the  history  of  the 


first  attack,  as  related  to  me  by 
the  lad's  mother,  I  had  already 
formed  my  suspicions  respecting 
its  cause.  In  the  treatment  I 
adopted  when  he  came  under  my 
care,  I  was  farther  guided  by  the 
symptoms  which  then  presented 
themselves  ;  and  the  favorable  re- 
sult which  I  obtained  has  justified 
me  in  the  plan  I  pursued.  Pre- 
viously to  my  attendance,  the  lad 
had,  unknown  to  his  mother,  ob- 
tained some  leeches,  and  applied 
them  to  his  head  ;  the  relief  he  ex- 
perienced was  slight,  and  of  but 
short  duration.  The  account  of 
the  affection  of  the  eyes  has  been 
given  in  detail,  that  the  cure, 
which  was  effected  by  the  general 
treatment,  and  without  local  appli- 
cations, may  have  its  due  impor- 
tance. My  object  in  publishing 
this  case  is  to  solicit  the  attentioQ 
of  medical  men  to  the  influence 
which  gastric  irritation  possesses 
in  producing  disorders  of  the  mind. 
— Land.  Med,  Gaz, 


II. 

RABIES  CANINA. 

Canine  Rabies  is  a  disease  respect- 
ing which  our  knowledge  is  deficient ; 
we  refer  particularly  to  that  kind  of 
knowledge  which,  having  been  de- 
rived from  actual  experiment  and 
close  and  extensive  observation,  can 
be  implicitly  relied  on.  A  Gernaan 
physician,  Dr.  Hertwig,  has  confer- 
red a  great  obligation  on  the  profes- 
sion by  his  recent  contributions  to- 
wards a  better  knowledge  of  this 
subject.  In  his  treatise,  Dr.  H. 
considers  ^rs/,  what  are  the  true  and 
diagnostic  symptoms  of  Canine  Ra- 
bies ;  and  secondly ^  what  are  its  pos- 
sible and  what  its  most  frequent 
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causes.  The  treaimentlms  not  been 
discussed  by  this  author,  since  he 
Ijud  not  tlie  nbility  to  propose  vviih 
confidence  any  new  remedy,  or  ex- 
tol the  success  of  any  which  is  al- 
ready known  to  the  faculty.  On  the 
two  first  topics,  the  facts  communi- 
cated by  Dr.  H.  are  of  great  practi- 
cal value  ;  they  are  the  result  of  a 
minute  personal  examination  of  300 
cases  of  this  disease,  and  above  50 
experiments  conducted  by  him  with 
uncommon  judgmeni  and  indefatiga- 
ble zeal.  We  shall  therefore  offer 
these  facts  to  our  readers,  as  stated 
with  clearness  and  ability  in  a  late 
number  of  tlje  Edinburgh  Journal. 

Symptoms  of  Rabies  Canina. 
Dr.  H.  has  observed  two  species 
of  this  disease,  one  of  which  he  de- 
nominates Raging  Rabies,  and  the 
other  Calm  Rabies^  and  of  these 
two  species,  he  thus  relates  the  most 
prominent  symptoms  : — 

The  first  syniptotu  of  the  Rag- 
ins^  form  of  rabies  is  a  chan2:e  in 
the  behaviour  of  the  animal, 
sometimes  dulness,  sluggishness 
and  peevishness,  sometimes,  on 
the  other  hand,  increased  sensibi- 
lity, activity  and  serviceabieness, 
with  a  disposition  to  anger  ;  and 
the  change  of  temper,  whatever 
it  may  be,  is  not  permanent,  but 
intermitting. — A  very  common 
symptom  at  the  beginning  is  a 
great  disposition  to  lick  cold  ob- 
jects, such  as  a  chain,  stones, 
heads  of  nails,  the  noses  of  other 
dogs,  and  the  like. — Restlessness 
is  also  a  very  common  early  symp- 
tom. In  its  slightest  degree  this 
is  manifested  in  frequent  shifting 
of  the  place  where  they  lie,  and 
a  tendency  to  go  often  towards 
the  door,  without  an  object  ;  in 


its  highest  degree  it  impels  the 
animal  to  run  off  to  a  considera- 
ble distance  in  the  neighborhood, 
soajetimes  for  a  whole  day  ;  but 
it  always  returns  home  if  permit- 
ted, and  there  takes  pleasure  in 
recognising  its  acquaintances. 
The  degree  of  restlessness  often 
depends  on  the  usage  which  the 
dog  receives  at  home. — A  rabid 
dog  never  loses  its  intelligence 
entirely  till  it  is  near  the  point 
of  death.  All  know  their  master 
or  keeper,  and  obey  him  more  or 
less,  but  less  and  less  as  the  ma- 
lady gains  ground  ;  and  those 
which  have  been  taught  tricks 
will  for  some  days  perform  theoi 
when  told.  No  mad  dog  is  com- 
pletely disobedient  to  his  master, 
but  becomes  more  and  more  so 
the  more  the  disease  advances, 
and  the  more  he  is  irritated. — 
Loss  of  appetite  is  a  very  early 
and  nearly  invariable  symptom. 
A  few  will  take,  throughout  even 
their  whole  illness,  a  little  soup, 
or  a  morsel  of  soft  bread  or  flesh. 
But  by  far  the  greater  number 
refuse  food  entirely  at  an  early 
period,  and  many  of  them  even 
two  days  before  any  other  symp- 
toms of  note  would  be  remarked 
by  a  careless  observer.  This  is 
a  striking  character  of  rabies  ; 
for  in  all  other  diseases  of  the 
dog,  the  appetite  does  not  fail  till 
the  disease  is  fully  formed,  or  at 
least  is  obvious  to  an  ordinary  ob- 
server.— Loss  of  appetite  is  al- 
most invariably  accompanied  with 
a  propensity  to  eat  indigestible 
substances,  such  as  straw,  lea- 
ther, wool,  fragments  of  wood, 
turf,  and  glass,  and  also  to  swal- 
low their  own  urine  and  dung,  as 
well  as  those  of  other  dogs.  This 
depraved  appetite  is  very  rare  in 
other  diseases,  and  is  an  impor- 
tant criterion,  since  it  is  applica- 
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ble  both  during  life  and  after 
death. — A  few  rabid  dogs  do  not 
suffer  from  thirst,  and  therefore 
do  not  care  for  water  ;  but  the 
greater  number  lap  and  swallow 
it  during  their  whole  illness,  and 
many  of  them  greedily  ;  some  lap 
it  frequently,  but  cannot  swallow 
it  properly,  because  the  tongue 
or  throat  is  swollen.  But  no  ra- 
bid dog  dreads  water.  This  is 
not  a  new  observation  ;  for  Mey- 
nel,=^  Blaine,!  and  GreveJ  have 
made  the  same  remark.  It  does 
not  the  less  require  repetition, 
however  :  because  not  only  the 
vulgar,  but  also  many  medical 
men,  and  even  some  late  authors, 
such  as  Waldinger,§  continue  to 
fall  into  the  old  error  of  supposing 
that  canine  madness  is  accompa- 
nied with  hydrophobia. — Neither 
does  any  rabid  dog  dread  the  light 
or  the  air,  as  some  erroneously 
imagine.  A  few  animals  have  an 
increased  sensibility  to  bright 
light,  and  on  that  account  prefer 
an  obscure  place,  and  wink  when 
the  light  is  vivid  ;  but  none  can 
be  properly  said  to  have  an  aver- 
sion to  light. — All  have  a  tenden- 
cy to  constipation. — The  most 
important  and  invariable  symp- 
tom of  all  is  a  change  of  cry. 
The  tone  is  sometimes  higher, 
sometimes  lower  than  natural, 
rough,  hoarse,  and  expressive  of 
anxiety.  The  animal  does  not 
give  utterance,  as  in  health,  to  a 
rapid  succession  of  short,  distinct- 


*  Trans,  of  a  Soc.  for  Med.  and  Chir. 
Knowledo^e,  Vol.  i. 

t  Canine  Patholog-y,  or  Description  of 
the  Diseases  of  Dogs,  1817. 

I  Erfahrung:en  und  Bcobachtunofen 
uher  die  Krankheiten  dcs  Hausfliiere, 
1818  and  1821. 

0  Uebor  die  in  den  Jahren  1014  and 
1815  haur)<^er  hcobachtete  wuth  der 
Ilunde.  In  der  Mediz.  Jahrbuch.  dcs  K. 
K.  Oesteneich.    Slaales  III.  iii.  89. 


ly  separated  barks  ;  but  to  a  sin- 
gle short  bark,  which  is  suddenly 
changed  to  a  short  howl.  The 
sound  is  neither  a  bark  nor  a 
howl,  but  something  intermediate 
between  both,  and  so  remarkable 
that  no  one  who  has  heard  it  once 
can  fail  to  recognise  it  again. 
In  no  other  disease  does  the  cry 
of  the  dog  undergo  a  similar 
change  ;  and  hence  in  cases  other- 
wise doubtful.  Dr.  Hertwig  has 
often  decided  that  rabies  was 
present  from  the  cry  alone,  and 
he  never  was  wrong  in  his  deci- 
sion. Our  attention  was  point- 
edly called  to  the  peculiar  cry  of 
the  dogs  affected  with  rabies  in 
Paris,  and,  like  our  author,  we 
conceive  it  is  quite  peculiar  to 
this  disease,  and  so  marked  that 
no  one  who  has  heard  it  once  can 
fail  to  recognise  it  again,  or  to 
distinguish  it  amidst  those  of  many 
healthy  dogs  barking  at  the  same 
time.  In  many  cases  the  animal 
cries  without  any  apparent  cause, 
in  others  only  when  it  is  irritated. 
—In  most  dogs  affected  with 
raging  rabies,  a  disposition  to 
bite  is  manifested  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree.  This  disposition  is 
not  constant,  but  occurs  only  at 
intervals.  It  is  also  very  differ- 
ent in  degree,  according  to  the 
race,  temperament,  and  habits  of 
the  animal.  Mild-tempered  and 
phlegmatic  dogs  sometimes  only 
snap,  or  push  or  pinch  with  their 
teeth,  without  actually  biting. 
Furious  dogs,  and  those  accus- 
tomed to  fight  or  to  kill  vermin, 
exhibit  on  the  contrary  an  ungo- 
vernable propensity  to  tear  and 
slaughter  all  living  things  that 
come  within  their  reach,  or  even 
to  destroy  inanimate  objects,  and 
to  lacerate  their  own  bodies. 
The  propensity  to  bite  is  increas- 
ed in  all  by  irritating  them.  Cats 
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are  the  first  animals  they  attack, 
then  their  own  kind,  then  other 
animals,  and  lastly  man.  When 
they  come  in  contact  with  other 
dosjs,  they  first  snuff  at  them, 
particularly  about  the  snout  and 
genitals,  wagging  the  tail  all  the 
time,  and  then  bite  quite  unex- 
pectedly. The  bite  is  seldom 
preceded  by  snarling  or  accom- 
panied by  a  growl. — Many  rabid 
dogs  snap  frequently  at  imaginary 
objects  in  the  air. — Their  exter- 
nal appearance  is  at  first  little 
altered.  On  the  second  or  third 
day,  the  eyes  usually  become 
somewhat  reddish,  and  the  eye- 
lids are  closed  from  time  to  time 
for  a  few  seconds,  as  also  happens 
with  dogs  that  have  the  distemper 
or  catarrhal  affections.  At  the 
same  time  the  skin  of  the  fore- 
head is  drawn  down  over  the  eyes 
in  small  wrinkles.  At  a  later 
period  the  eyes  are  dull  and  mud- 
dy, but  never  more  fiery  or  lively 
than  at  the  beginning.  In  many 
instances  the  whole  head  swells, 
in  others  the  nose  or  tongue  only. 
Most  have  a  rough  appearance  ; 
and  all  become  rapidly  very  lean. 
— The  muzzle  in  Raging  rabies 
is  generally  rather  dry  than  moist, 
and  therefore  without  froth  or 
slaver,  which  is  commonly  sup- 
posed by  the  vulgar  to  indicate 
the  disease.  The  surface  of  the 
lips  and  tongue  is  sometimes  very 
dry.  Salivation  is  observed  only 
in  the  rare  instances  where  there 
is  considerable  swelling  of  the 
pharynx,  and  consequently  diffi- 
culty in  swallowing. — Another 
common  error  is  to  suppose  that 
the  tail  is  always  held  down  be- 
tween the  legs.  On  the  contra* 
ry,  it  preserves  its  usual  position 
till  the  animal  becomes  very 
weak,  and  then  it  hangs  down 
flaccid. — In  like  manuer  the  gait 


is  at  first  unaltered.  But  as  the 
disease  advances,  the  hinder  part 
of  the  body  becomes  gradually 
weaker  and  weaker,  and  at  length 
the  hind  legs  are  completely  pa- 
ralysed.— It  is  an  error  to  sup- 
pose that  mad  dogs  run  straight 
forward.  At  first  they  run  about 
snuffing  and  following  the  scent  io 
various  directions  ;  and  when  the 
biting  fit  comes  on,  they  turn 
aside  in  quest  of  objects.  It  is 
only  W'hen  the  disease  is  in  its 
advanced  stage,  and  the  animal's 
intelligence  blunted,  that  it  runs 
straight  forward. 

In  the  Calm  form  of  Rabies,  a 
change  of  behavior  is  renjarked 
as  in  the  former  variety  ;  and  for 
the  most  part  the  animal  becomes' 
inactive,  listless  and  sorrowful. 
The  most  striking  and  important 
symptojn  of  this  variety,  is  para- 
lysis of  the  lower  jaw,  so  that  the 
mouth  is  constantly  more  or  less 
open.  The  dropping  of  the  jaw 
has  been  ascribed  by  some  au- 
thors to  spasmodic  contraction  of 
the  muscles  which  open  it  :  but 
this  is  an  erroneous  idea  ;  the 
real  cause  being  a  paralysis  or 
weakness  of  the  muscles  which 
close  the  jaw,  as  may  easily  be 
seen  from  the  facility  with  which 
the  jaw  can  be  raised  so  as  to 
close  the  mouth.  The  paralysis 
is  different  in  degree  in  different 
cases  :  some  dogs  cannot  shut  the 
mouth  during  their  whole  illness, 
or  under  any  circumstances  ; 
while  others,  when  excited,  can 
close  it  for  a  few  seconds  so  as 
to  bite.  The  palsied  state  of  the 
jaw  prevents  them  from  swallow- 
ing, so  that  the  fluids  which  they 
lap  run  out  by  the  corners  of  the 
mouth,  and  the  saliva  also  com- 
monly flows  out  in  the  same  man- 
ner. The  tip  of  the  tongue  often 
projects   a  little  between  the 
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teeth.  Animals  affected  with 
the  calm  form  of  rabies  have 
much  less  propensity  to  bite  than 
those  who  have  it  in  the  raging 
form ;  and  they  have  also  less 
tendency  to  change  place  or  run 
away  from  their  home.  Their 
cry  is  changed  precisely  in  the 
same  manner,  but  it  is  much  more 
seldom  heard  ;  and  some  dogs  do 
not  cry  at  all.  In  all  other  res- 
pects but  those  now  mentioned, 
the  symptoms  of  the  calm  and 
raging  varieties  are  the  same. 

The  course  of  the  disease  dif- 
fers considerably.  Death  is  com- 
monly preceded  by  gradual  ex- 
haustion of  the  strength  ;  and  it  is 
inevitable.  From  six  to  eight 
days  is  the  ordinary  duration  ;  but 
some  animals  die  sooner,  and  oth- 
ers live  ten  days.  Dr.  Hertvvig 
never  saw  an  instance  where  the 
animal  survived  that  period. 

The  history  of  which  we  have 
here  given  an  abstract,  agrees 
in  most  particulars  with  an  ac- 
count published  a  few  years  ago 
by  Mr.  Youatt,  a  veterinary  sur- 
geon (Lond.  Med.  Repos.  1826, 
ii.  448),  but  is  much  more  full 
and  complete. 

Morbid  Appearances. 
After  about  200  dissections,  our 
author  has  been  unable  to  ascertain 
that  any  particular  change  of  struc- 
ture is  uniformly  attendant  on  the 
disease. 

Diagnostic  Symptoms. 
To  tills  part  of  the  subject  we 
would  more  particularly  direct  the 
attention  of  the  reader  ;  he  will  find 
more  information  on  this  subject  in  the 
following  enumeration,  than  is  con- 
tained in  any  work  we  have  ever 
met  with. 

In  establishing   the  diagnosis 


between  rabies  and  other  analo- 
gous diseases  in  the  dog,  Dr. 
Hertwig  passes  in  review  the 
following  disorders  : — The  Dis- 
temper^— Inflammation  of  the  Sto- 
mach and  Bowels^ — Constipation^ 
— Inflammation  of  the  Larynx  and 
Windpipe, — Foreign  bodies  in  the 
Throat, — Fracture  and  Dislocation 
of  the  lower  Jaw. 

The  Distemper  is  a  catarrhal 
affection,  indicated  at  the  com- 
mencement by  lacrymation,  sneez- 
ing, discharge  of  mucus  from  the 
nose,  and  fever  ;  and  in  the  latter 
stage  by  tetanic  paroxysms. 
"  These  paroxysms,  but  particu- 
larly the  spasmodic  chewing  which 
often  attends  them,  and  which  the 
ignorant  mistake  for  a  desire  to 
bite,  together  with  the  frothing 
and  slavering  from  the  mouth, 
and  the  bewildered  roaminsr  of 
the  animal,  give  it  a  very  suspi- 
cious and  much  more  frightful 
appearance  than  rabies  itself, 
with  which  some  ignorantly  con- 
found this  disease.  It  is  distin- 
guished from  rabies  by  the  spas- 
modic fits  which  never  accompany 
the  latter  malady,  by  the  exces- 
sive slavering  and  insensibility 
which  attend  the  fits,  and  by  the 
want  of  the  most  striking  symp- 
toms of  rabies,  such  as  the  pecu- 
liar cry,  the  propensity  to  bite, 
and  the  palsy  of  the  lower  jaw." 

Inflammation  of  the  Stomach  and 
Bowels,  which  is  usually  caused 
by  cold,  by  poisons,  or  by  foreign 
indigestible  substances,  is  distin- 
guished by  vomiting  of  ingesta, 
sometimes  accompanied  with 
blood  ;  by  the  stiff  position,  and 
wearied  melancholy  appearance 
of  the  body  ;  by  the  unnatural 
heat  of  the  belly,  and  the  loud 
cries  of  the  animal  when  the  belly 
is  touched  ;  by  its  listlessness  ;  by 
the  want  of  the  cry  of  rabies,  or 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


807 


the  disposition  to  bite,  or  the  ten- 
dency to  swallow  indigestible  sub- 
stances, or  the  palsy  of  the  lower 
ja'.v. 

Constipation,  when  it  has  lasted 
sonio  time,  induces  an  excessive 
restlessness,  and  a  disposition  to 
bite  when  the  animal  experiences 
or  ilreads  rough  handling ;  and 
these  symptoms  have  led  to  the 
affection  being  confounded  with 
rabies.  But  it  may  be  at  once 
distinguished  by  the  frequent  ef- 
forts which  the  animal  makes  to 
discharge  feces,  and  by  the  un- 
altered sound  of  its  cry. 

Inflammation  of  the  Throat,  the 
consequence  of  catarrhal  affec- 
tions, or  of  mechanical  injury  of 
the  root  of  the  tongue,  pharynx 
or  larynx,  bears  a  closer  resem- 
blance to  rabies  than  any  other 
disease.  The  animal  loses  its 
activity,  acquires  an  anxious  look, 
and  hangs  the  head  stiffly.  The 
eyes  are  sometimes  red  and  irri- 
table, the  nose  hot  and  dry,  the 
inside  of  the  mouth  and  the  tongue 
red  and  dry,  and  covered  with  an 
abundant  tough  mucus.  The 
throat  externally  is  swelled  more 
or  less,  and  always  tender  to 
pressure  ;  and  in  consequence  of 
the  swelling,  the  lower  jaw  is  of- 
ten kept  open.  The  cry  is  a 
short  hoarse  bark,  expressive  of 
pain,  and  not  terminated  by  a 
howl  ;  and  it  is  rarely  uttered  ex- 
cept v\'hen  the  animal  is  irritated. 
It  may  be  distinguished  from  ra- 
bies,— to  the  calm  form  of  which, 
however,  it  bears  a  very  close 
resemblance, — by  examining  at- 
tentively the  lower  jaw.  In  ra- 
bies, the  jaw  can  be  very  easily 
closed  by  supporting  its  weight  ; 
in  inflammation  of  the  throat,  this 
cannot  be  done  either  so  easily  or 
so  completely.  In  rabies,  the 
jaw  may  be  thus  closed  without 


hurting  the  animal ;  but  not  in  in- 
flammation without  exciting  ex- 
pressions of  pain.  In  rabies,  the 
jaw  remains  immoveable  so  long 
as  the  animal  is  not  irritated  ;  in 
inflammation  its  position  varies, 
being  at  one  time  more  closed 
than  at  another. 

The  presence  of  Foreign  Bodies 
slicking  in  the  mouth  between 
the  teeth,  or  in  the  fauces  or  gul- 
let, produces  a  sorrowful  expres- 
sion, much  restlessness  and  fre- 
quent crying,  scratching  of  the 
mouth  with  the  fore  feet,  rapid 
breathing,  and  much  slavering. 
When  the  body  is  sticking  in  the 
mouth,  the  animal  cannot  shut  the 
lower  jaw  completely  ;  when  it  is 
in  the  throat,  frequent  efforts  are 
made  to  dislodge  it.  These  two 
circumstances  will  lead  an  accu- 
rate observer  to  suspect  the  real 
cause  of  illness,  and  the  exact 
position  of  the  foreign  substance. 

Fracture  and  Dislocation  of  the 
lower  Jaw  give  the  dog,  in  many 
respects,  the  appearance  of  calm 
rabies;  for  the  mouth  is  constantly 
open,  the  saliva  issues  from  it  in 
abundance,  and  the  animal  can 
neither  eat  nor  drink  well.  At 
the  same  time  the  countenance  is 
much  altered,  and  expresses  anx- 
iety and  pain.  The  diagnosis  is 
to  be  formed  by  attending  to  the 
swelling  and  tenderness  around 
the  injured  part,  and  to  the  cre- 
pitus on  motion  in  the  case  of 
fracture,  and  the  impossibility  of 
closing  the  jaw  in  the  instance  of 
dislocation. 

On  the  w-hole,  it  appears  that 
with  a  moderate  share  of  know- 
ledge and  due  caution,  very  little 
difficulty  ought  to  be  experienced 
by  any  one  in  distinguishing  Ra- 
bies from  any  of  the  diseases 
which  bear  a  resemblance  to  it  in 
external  characters. 
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Causes. 

Most  of  these  are  obscure.  Dr. 
H.  believes  that  the  disease  frequent- 
ly arises  spontaneously,  and  that  it 
depends  greatly  on  individual  pre- 
disposition. Age,  sex,  and  other 
discernible  peculiarities  in  the  figure, 
character  or  situation  of  the  animal, 
seem  not  to  predispose  to  rabies. 
Highly  excited  and  ungratified  sexu- 
al desire,  is  doubtless  among  its  most 
influential  causes  ;  but  heat  and  cold, 
which  are  generally  supposed  to  in- 
fluence the  disease  more  than  any 
other  circumstances,  are  not  thought 
by  Dr.  H.  to  have  any  connectiqn 
with  it  whatever.  The  cases  de- 
duced in  support  of  this  opinion  are 
conclusive.  We  give  but  the  following. 

Among  the  innumerable  multi- 
tude of  dogs  used  in  and  about 
Berlin  for  drawing  milk  barrows, 
and  which  are  exposed  to  incle- 
ment weather  of  every  kind 
throughout  the  whole  year,  with- 
out any  shelter  whatever,  he  has 
witnessed  only  one  case  of  rabies 
in  five  years. 

Contagion,  or  inoculation  with  the 
saliva,  foam,  or  blood  of  a  rabid  dog, 
is  believed  to  be  by  far  the  most 
comnion  source  of  this  disease,  about 
twenty-four  per  cent,  of  all  those 
inoculated  by  him  having  been  thus 
affected.  Dr.  H.  then  goes  on  to 
say  that, — 

The  contagion  may  be  commu- 
nicated at  all  periods  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  even  for  some  time  af- 
ter death.  In  several  instances 
it  was  produced  by  inoculation 
with  the  froth  of  the  mouth  col- 
lected in  the  dead  body.  It  ne- 
ver appeared,  however,  to  be 
induced,  if  the  matter  was  col- 


lected later  than  about  twenty- 
four  hours  after  death. 

The  contagion  takes  place  only 
when  the  matter  is  introduced 
into  the  system  through  a  wound 
of  the  external  surface  ;  for  it 
was  found,  by  many  experiments, 
impossible  to  impart  the  disease 
by  making  dogs  swallow  large 
quantities  of  the  diseased  matter. 
But  a  bite  is  not  necessary.  The 
disease  may  be  communicated 
quite  as  well  by  applying  the 
matter  to  a  common  wound.  It 
is  clear,  therefore,  that  the  pro- 
duction of  hydrophobia  in  man  is 
the  effect  neither  of  the  peculiar 
kind  of  wound,  nor  of  terror,  but 
is  owing  to  a  peculiar  virus. 

It  was  maintained  by  a  German 
writer  of  the  last  century,*  and 
has  been  very  lately  asserted  by 
an  Italian  author, f  that  rabies  is 
not  contagious  in  the  second  ge- 
neration,— that  animals  affected 
by  inoculation,  from  a  dog  in 
which  it  arose  spontaneously,  are 
incapable  of  communicating  it  in 
their  turn.  This  supposition  Dr. 
Hertwig  contradicts  by  many  ex- 
periments. In  one  instance  he 
communicated  rabies  to  a  dog 
with  the  saliva  of  a  man  who  died 
of  hydrophobia  ;  and  this  dog  com- 
municated it  by  biting  two  other 
dogs. 

The  morbid  matter  produces  in 
the  dog  no  perceptible  effect,  ei- 
ther local  or  general,  till  the  ma- 
lady breaks  forth.  The  case  may 
be  different  with  man.  But  cer- 
tainly in  the  dog  no  change  what- 
ever is  observed  till  the  disease 
begins  ;  and  in  particular  the 
wound  heals  like  other  lacerated 
wounds  ;  nor  is  there  ever  found 

*  Bader,  Neue  Theorie  rler  Wassers- 
chen.    Frankfurt,  1792. 

t  Capello,  Memoria  sulP  Idrofobia. 
Roma,  1823. 
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under  the  tongue  any  vesicle  or 
pustule,  such  as  Marochetti  has 
described. 

The  disease  break?  out  in  the 
dog  within  fifty  days  after  the 
inoculation.  Dr.  Hertvvig  never 
witnessed  it  after  a  longer  period. 
It  does  not  always  assume,  in  ino- 
culated animals,  the  same  form 
as  in  the  animal  from  which  it  is 
communicated.  Each  variety 
may  produce  the  other. 

There  is  no  peculiarity  in  the 
effluvia  of  rabid  dogs  which  leads 
other  animals  of  the  same  species 
to  shun  them,  nor  are  healthy  dogs 
averse  to  come  in  contact  with 
them.  On  the  contrary,  they 
allow  rabid  dogs  to  approach  them 
without  fear,  and  snuft'  at  them, 
and  are  snuffed  at  in  their  turn, 
without  exhibiting  any  sense  of 
fear.  Healthy  dogs  are  also  not 
afraid  of  the  carcase  of  a  rabid 
dog,  as  is  often  imagined. 


III. 

HYDROPHOBIA. 

The  shocking  effects  produced  on 
the  human  system  by  the  bite  of  a 
dog  affected  with  the  disease  so 
clearly  described  in  the  foregoing 
article,  are  well  known  to  the  pro- 
fession. It  may  not  be  amiss  to 
record,  in  this  place,  an  account  of  a 
specific,  so  called,  for  hydrophobia, 
noticed  by  Mr.  Hardy  in  his  travels 


in  Mexico.  The  efficacy  of  the  re- 
medy was  attested  by  the  best  au- 
thority, and  its  mode  of  administra- 
tion is  thus  stated  by  Mr.  H.  : — 

"  The  person  under  the  influence 
of  this  disease  must  be  well  secur- 
ed, that  he  may  do  no  mischief 
either  to  himself  or  others. 

Soak  a  rennet  in  little  more 
than  half  a  tumbler  of  water,  for 
about  five  minutes.  When  this 
has  been  made,  add  of  pulverized 
sevadilla*  as  much  as  may  be  ta- 
ken up  by  the  thumb  and  three  fin- 
gers. Mix  it  thoroughly,  and  give 
it  to  the  patient  ;  that  is,  force  it 
dow^n  his  throat  in  an  interval  be- 
tween the  paroxysms.  The  pa- 
\j0^'At  is  then  to  be  put  into  the  sun 
if  possible,  or  placed  near  a  fire, 
and  well  w^armed.  If  the  first  dose 
tranquillize  him  after  a  short  in- 
terval, no  more  is  to  be  given  ;  but 
if  he  continue  furious,  another  dose 
must  be  administered,  which  will 
infallibly  quiet  him.  A  profound 
sleep  will  succeed,  which  will  last 
twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours, 
according  to  the  strength  of  the 
patient's  constitution,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  which-  time  he  will  be 
attacked  with  severe  purging  and 
vomiting,  which  will  continue  till 
the  poison  be  entirely  ejected.  He 
will  then  be  restored  to  his  senses, 
will  ask  for  food,  and  be  perfectly 
cured." 

*  Probably  the  veratruni  sevadilla,  or 
hellebore. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


SUPPURATION.  ture  is  as  yet  but  imperfectly  appre- 
From  the  variety  of  language  which  bended.  The  expressions  employed 
is  employed  by  different  writers  in  by  some  authors  on  the  subject,  ira- 
describing  this  process,  it  seems  a  ply  an  actual  conversion  of  the  sub- 
necessary  inference,  that  its  true  na-  stance  of  organs  into  purulent  fluid. 
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Tliis  conversion,  according  to  the 
\iv,w  thus  taken  of  it,  occurs  when 
this  substance,  from  continued  in- 
flammation, has  been  rendered  inca- 
pable of  maintaining  its  vital  func- 
tions. Under  these  circumstances, 
it  softens,  loses  its  organized  charac- 
ter, and  undergoes  an  alteration  in  its 
physical  properties,  by  which  it  is 
converted  into  a  fluid,  not  very  dif- 
ferent in  its  chemical  composition 
from  the  circulating  blood.  This 
fluid,  by  a  peculiar  solvent  property, 
or  more  simply,  by  the  destruction 
of  organized  life  in  those  parts  with 
which  it  is  in  contact,  reduces  them 
gradually  to  its  own  nature  and  form. 
As  this  effect  takes  place  most  readi- 
ly where  the  parts  are  most  yielding, 
tht!  pus  gradually  approaches  the 
suiface  through  which  it  at  length 
penetrates,  unless  an  artificial  open- 
ing be  previously  found  for  its  escape. 

Such  is  nearly  the  theory  by  which 
many  of  the  earlier  and  some  of  the 
later  writers  have  explained  the  sup- 
purative process.  Nor  are  argu- 
ments wanting  to  render  this  view  a 
plausible  one.  The  solvent  property 
of  pus,  in  the  sense  above  given  to 
the  term,  is  shown  in  its  action  on 
foieign  substances  which  produce 
local  irritation.  That  it  actually 
represents  the  parts  previously  con- 
tained in  the  cavity  it  fills,  though  in 
some  sort  a  gratuitous  supposition? 
is  yet  rendered  probable  by  those 
chemical  properties  to  which  we 
have  alluded,  and  by  which  it  is  as- 
similated to  the  fluid  from  which 
these  parts  were  formed.  Its  modus 
operandi  in  causing  this  chemical 
change  to  take  place,  is  indeed  not 
easily  explained  ;  but  there  are  pro- 


cesses in  nature,  such  as  the  action 
of  ferment  on  vegetable  substances, 
to  which  it  presents  at  least  some 
distant  analogy. 

The  later  and  more  prevalent  view 
of  this  subject,  differs  in  an  important 
particular  from  that  which  has  just 
been  stated.  It  makes  the  purulent 
fluid  to  be  a  secretion  from  the  in- 
ternal surface  of  the  abscess, — the 
effect,  therefore,  and  not  the  cause 
of  the  cavity  which  encloses  it.  Ac- 
cording to  this  view,  pus  possesses 
no  solvent  power  ;  and  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  parts  where  an  ab- 
scess is  formed,  is  to  be  accounted 
for  upon  the  common  principle  of 
an  absorbent  process,  by  which  they 
are  re-conveyed  into  the  mass  of 
circulating  fluid. 

This  account  of  the  matter,  though 
characterized  by  great  simplicity,  and 
based  on  rigidly  physiological  princi- 
ples, has  yet  its  difficulties.  If  pus 
is  a  secretion  from  the  surface  of  the 
abscess,  then  a  cavity  must  be  found 
before  pus  can  be  produced ;  and 
what,  we  may  ask,  occasions  its  first 
production  ?  To  this  it  may  indeed 
be  replied,  that  the  first  step  in  the 
process  is  the  absorption  of  a  certain 
central  portion  of  matter  which  has 
become  dead  or  useless.  This  being 
removed,  the  surface  of  the  cavity 
secretes  a  purulent  fluid  until  the 
cavity  is  filled.  Here  it  would  bo 
natural  to  suppose  the  process  would 
stop  ;  for  the  part  which  has  thus 
actively  exercised  the  secreting  func- 
tion still  retains  its  organic  life,  of 
which  it  can  only  be  deprived  by  the 
action  of  some  external  agent.  That 
this  agent  should  be  the  pus  itself, 
which  is  thus  capable  of  destroying 
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that  life  which  has  first  produced  it- 
self, yet  incapable  of  exerting  any 
solvent  power  on  the  part  thus  dis- 
organiEcd,  involves  a  series  of  sup- 
positions somewhat  difficult  to  admit ; 
particularly  as  the  processes  which 
they  suppose,  have  no  analogy  in 
any  other  part  or  function  of  the 
animal  economy. 

It  may  be  farther  objected  to  this 
hypothesis,  that  the  successive  ab- 
sorj)tion  and  secretion  which  it  sup- 
poses, must  require  for  their  comple- 
tion a  considerable  period  ;  and  that 
the  formation  of  an  abscess  in  this 
mode  must  be  a  slow  and  gradual 
process.  In  fact,  however,  suppura- 
tion, when  once  commenced,  goes 
on  with  great  rapidity  ;  and  in  a  very 
short  time  after  the  existence  of  any 
matter  can  be  discovered,  the  quan- 
tity accumulated  is  found  to  be  very 
considerable.  That  this  may  not 
happen  by  the  processes  alleged,  we 
are  not  prepared  to  assert ;  that  it 
does  happen  in  lliis  manner,  is  at 
least  doubtful.  The  subject  is  among 
the  most  interesting  in  the  specula- 
tive department  of  surgical  science  ; 
and  we  may  well  indulge  the  hope 
that  the  labors  of  cotemporary  phy- 
siologists may  furnish  us  with  a  bet- 
ter theory  of  the  suppurative  process 
than  we  yet  possess. 


OBLITERATION  OF  CUT  VESSELS  BY 
TORSIUN. 

The  plan  of  securing  divided  vessels 
proposed  by  M.  Amusat,  seems  to 
have  excited  considerable  attention 
abroad,  and  to  have  encountered  no 
small  opposition  from  those  attciched 
to  old  modes  of  proceeding  in  these 


cases.  We  notice  the  account  of  a 
very  animated  debate  which  took 
place  on  the  subject  in  the  French 
Academy  of  Medical  Science,  in 
which  Larrey,  Lisfranc,  and  several 
of  the  most  distinguished  surgeons 
took  part.  Two  grounds  were  taken 
in  opposition  to  M.  Amusat.  The 
first  was,  that  this  mode  of  securing 
vessels  was  attended  with  much  more 
danger  than  the  usual  one.  M. 
Larrey  remarked  that  there  was  no 
accident  which  could  take  place  io 
securing  a  vessel,  so  serious  as  that 
of  its  rupture  at  a  part  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  operator,  where  it  could 
only  be  reached  by  new  incisions  ; 
that  such  an  accident  was  often  fol- 
lowed by  fatal  consequences;  and 
that  the  mode  of  operating  proposed 
by  M.  Amusat  rendered  its  occur- 
rence highly  probable.  It  was  fur- 
ther said  that  great  hazard  was  in 
this  way  incurred  of  causing  inflam- 
mation of  the  vessels.  The  second 
ground  taken  was,  that  whatever  de- 
gree of  merit  belonged  to  the  opera- 
tion, it  was  not  original  with  M. 
Amusat  ;  and  a  passage  was  quoted 
from  Galen  to  prove  that  this  author 
had  anticipated  the  plan,  and  even 
put  it  in  actual  execution. 

M.  Amusat  defended  himself 
against  these  attacks  by  recapitulat- 
ing the  advantages  of  his  operation, 
and  denied  that  the  evils  apprehend- 
ed fron>  it  had  ever  occurred  to  him 
in  practice.  With  regard  to  his  own 
merit  in  proposing  it,  however,  he 
denied  ever  having  claimed  an  abso- 
lute originality,  and  contended  only 
for  the  honor  of  reviving  the  opera- 
tion, or  for  what  he  himself  called 
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its  modern  priority.  On  the  whole,  in  question,  althought  it  might  no 
there  seems  to  be  no  probability  of  doubt  be  applied  to  small  vessels 
a  very  frequent  adoption  of  the  plan    with  a  considerable  degree  of  success. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  2,  1830. 


BURNS. 

These  accidents,  to  which  we  are 
liable  at  all  times,  are  especially 
likely  to  occur  during  the  present 
season  ;  and  as  their  immediate  ef- 
fects are  exceedingly  distressing  to 
the  patient,  and  alarming  to  friends, 
their  nature  and  treatment  deserve 
attentive  consideration. 

The  character  of  a  burn  is  modi- 
fied by  the  part  which  is  affected,  the 
«iode  in  which  it  is  produced,  and 
the  age  and  circumstances  of  the  pa- 
tient. Generally,  however,  burns 
may  be  divided  into  three  classes, 
formed  with  reference  to  the  severi- 
ty of  the  injury.  In  the  mildest 
cases,  an  erythematous  inflammation 
of  the  skin  is  produced,  which  is  not 
necessarily  followed  by  vesication  ; 
in  the  second  class,  a  greater  or  less 
separation  of  the  cuticle  occurs  ;  and 
in  the  third,  or  severest  description  of 
cases,  there  takes  place  more  or  less 
destruction  of  the  cutis  and  subjacent 
cellular  membrane,  and  consequent 
sloughing.  The  first  kind  of  case  is 
of  course  the  most  frequent ;  it  pre- 
sents that  degree  of  inflammation 
which  follows  immediately  on  the 
application  of  the  burning  substance. 
Thus  a  child  seizes  with  his  hand  a 
heated  substance,  without  knowing 
or  remembering  the  consequence,  or 
in  ignorance  of  the  state  in  which 
the  substance  touched  is  at  the  time. 


As  soon  as  pain  is  felt,  the  grasp  is 
loosened  and  the  hand  withdrawn  ; 
in  these  and  in  similar  circumstances, 
it  will  most  frequently  happen  that 
the  accident  falls  within  the  first 
class  of  cases.  The  surface  becomes 
red  and  gives  a  peculiar  burning 
sensation,  accompanied  with  exqui- 
site pain.  In  cases  of  this  kind,  so 
far  as  the  ultimate  recovery  is  con- 
cerned, the  treatment  employed  is  a 
matter  of  little  moment.  Without 
any  treatment  whatever,  the  part 
will  gradually  recover  and  return  to 
its  previous  state.  To  the  patient, 
however,  it  is  not  matter  of  indiffer- 
ence whether  the  agonizing  pain 
which  he  endures  is  relieved  imme- 
diately, nor  whether  it  continues  for 
three  or  six  or  twelve  hours  ;  and 
therefore  the  speediest  means  of  re- 
lieving pain  must  be  the  means 
adopted.  Two  modes  of  treatment, 
diametrically  opposite  in  their  cha- 
racter, have  been  advocated  by  men 
of  science,  and  the  same  conflict  of 
opinion  has  naturally  enough  extend- 
ed itself  to  the  public.  Both  the 
learned  and  the  unlearned,  on  this 
point,  are  divided  between  fire  and 
water,  between  heat  and  cold.  The 
idea  that  the  fire  may  be  drawn  out 
by  the  sympathetic  influence  of  ex- 
ternal heat,  has  come  down  from  the 
most  ancient  times,  even  from  the 
days  of  Hippocrates  himself;  and  in 
conformity  with  this  notion,  the  un- 
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happy  sufferer  is  often  compelled  to 
expose  his  tortured  limb  to  a  blazing 
fire,  until  its  sensibility  is  exhausted 
by  continual  suffering.  On  the  oth- 
er hand,  the  mode  naturally  suggest- 
ed by  the  feelings  of  the  part  is  to 
plunge  it  in  cold  water,  or  even  to 
cover  it  with  ice.  The  sensation 
produced  by  these  applications  is 
that  of  instantaneous  relief,  which 
continues  as  long  as  it  is  steadily 
continued.  A  cure  however  by  this 
mode  of  treatment  requires  many 
hours  for  its  completion  ;  the  appli- 
cation of  water  during  so  great  a 
length  of  time  is  very  inconvenient, 
and  that  of  ice  dangerous  to  the  vi- 
tality of  the  part.  A  much  more 
convenient  article  for  permanent  ap- 
plication is  prepared  from  the  pota- 
toe  by  scraping  ;  it  may  be  allowed 
to  remain  on  the  part,  and  though 
the  sensation  it  gives  is  by  no  means 
cool,  it  yet  lessens  the  burning  heat 
in  a  considerable  degree.  One  cir- 
cumstance by  which  the  nature  of 
applications  should  be  regulated,  is 
the  relation  of  the  surface  to  impor- 
tant internal  organs.  Where  the 
burned  surface  is  that  of  the  chest 
or  abdomen,  cold  applications  are 
attended  with  some  hazard  of  causing 
a  transfer  of  disease  to  the  viscera  of 
tbe  cavities ;  and  wiiere  the  surface 
is  extensive,  such  applications  to 
these  parts  are  certainly  to  be  dis- 
couraged. 

In  the  second  class  of  cases,  or 
those  in  which  vesication  occurs  at 
a  greater  or  less  interval,  the  want 
of  uniformity  in  the  actual  treatment 
is  scarcely  less  remarkable  than  in 
the  former.  The  accidents  which 
are  followed  by  burns  of  this  class 


are,  beside  those  which  have  been 
mentioned  in  the  first,  that  of  actu- 
ally falling  into  the  fire,  from  which 
the  individual  can  scarcely  be  res- 
cued without  having  suffered  suffi- 
cient injury  to  produce  this  effect, 
and  that  of  scalding  with  boiling 
water.  In  these  cases,  as  we  have 
said,  a  great  diversity  of  practice 
prevails ;  some  writers  having  re- 
commended stimulating  applications 
to  be  employed,  and  particularly  the 
oil  of  turpentine  ;  while  a  more  ge- 
neral preference  is  given  to  those  of 
a  soothing  character.  Of  the  latter 
class  may  be  mentioned  cotton,  and 
the  saponaceous  wash,  composed  of 
lime  water,  oil  and  lard,  in  various 
proportions.  The  common  quality 
possessed  by  these  applications,  and 
that  to  which  they  probably  owe  a 
considerable  share  of  thei^  efficacy, 
is  that  of  protecting  the  part  from 
the  agency  of  atmospheric  air.  It 
may  be  remarked,  however,  with 
respect  to  surfaces  blistered  by  heat, 
that  the  loosened  cuticle  should  be 
allowed  to  remain  on  as  long  as  pos- 
sible, as  the  best  possible  covering 
to  the  inflamed  cutis.  Even  the 
fluid  effused  between  may  be  suffered 
to  remain  until  it  produces  pain  by 
distending  the  parts  ;  when  it  should 
be  drawn  off  by  a  small  puncture. 
Whether  the  opening  is  natural  or 
otherwise,  it  should  be  covered  by 
some  of  the  applications  already 
mentioned,  of  v/hich  the  liniment 
alluded  to  is  perhaps"*  the  best.  Au 
occasion  on  which  this  rule  is  apt  to 
be  carelessly  or  wilfully  violated,  is 
that  of  a  scald  occurring  beneath  a 
close  covering  of  woollen  or  cotton, 
as  in  the  foot  or  leg.    An  injury  of 
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this  kind  may  be  muteri;illy  aggra- 
vated by  an  injudicious  manner  of 
removing  the  slocking.  It  should 
be  taken  off,  if  possible,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  leave  the  cuticle  un- 
broken. Where  great  care  is  taken, 
this  may  sometimes  be  effected,  and 
much  subsequent  suffering  may,  by 
this  precaution,  be  prevented.  The 
dressings  applied  to  the  denuded 
surface  should  be  allowed  to  remain 
untouched,  until  the  discharge  accu- 
mulated beneath  them  becomes  inju- 
rious, and  renders  a  change  necessary. 

The  last  and  most  severe  descrip- 
tion of  these  injuries,  is  where  the 
cutis  is  destroyed  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  and  this  destruction  is 
followed  by  sloughing.  Burns  of 
this  kind  are  produced  when  the 
individual,  from  any  cause,  is  inca- 
pable of  escaping  from  the  cause  of 
injury,  so  that  its  application  is  con- 
tinued for  a  considerable  time.  This 
may  happen  when  a  child  who  is  not 
watched  falls  into  the  fire,  or  when 
the  same  accident  happens  to  an 
adult  in  a  fit,  or  in  a  state  of  intoxi- 
cation. It  may  also  occur  during  a 
conflagration,  when  the  sufferer  is 
not  able  immediately  to  escape  the 
flames.  One  circumstance  which  is 
peculiar  in  these  cases,  and  which  it 
is  important  to  consider,  is  the  ex- 
treme prostration  by  wliich  they  are 
followed,  and  which  requires  the  sea- 
sonable exhibition  of  stimulants  to  pre- 
vent utter  exhaustion.  With  regard  to 
the  local  applications, — as  this  species 
is  always  complicated  with  the  pre- 
ceding one,  and  the  limits  of  the  two 
are  not  at  first  very  definite, — it  is 
convenient  to  make  the  incipient 
treatment  the  same  for  both.    At  a 


subsequent  period,  the  separation  of 
the  destroyed  part  must  be  aided  by 
poultices,  and  the  ulcers  treated  upon 
general  principles. 


ERGOT  OF  MAIZE. 

In  a  memoir  read  to  the  Royal  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences  in  France,  Dr. 
Roullin  has  presented  some  interest- 
ing facts  respecting  the  ergot  of  In- 
dian corn.  The  appearance  of  this 
ergot  is  probably  familiar  to  most  of 
our  readers.  It  is  not  long,  like  that 
of  rye,  but  pear-shaped,  of  a  livid 
color,  and  without  smell.  The  dis- 
ease rapidly  spreads  among  many 
neighboring  plantations.  The  effect 
of  this  ergot  when  taken  into  the 
stomach  for  a  period  of  time,  is  a 
loss  of  hair,  and  sometimes  looseness 
of  the  teeth  ;  but  gangrene  is  never 
produced  by  it. — Swine  who  eat  corn 
affected  with  this  disease,  lose  their 
hair:  the  hind  legs  become  subse- 
quently debilitated  and  emaciated, 
and  scarcely  capable  of  supporting 
the  body.  The  quality  of  the  pork 
of  swine  killed  whilst  laboring  under 
these  consequences,  is  said  to  be  un- 
affected by  them.  Other  animals 
are  affected  by  this  food  in  the  same 
manner,  and  the  fact  that  hens  who 
feed  upon  it  lay  their  eggs  without 
shells,  seems  to  show  that  some  of  its 
effects  on  the  animal  economy  re- 
semble those  of  the  ergot  of  rye. 

Bark  of  the  Willow. — M.  Magen- 
die  announced  to  the  same  Acade- 
my, that  two  vegetable  alkalis  had 
been  discovered  in  the  bark  of  the 
willow,  which  resemble  in  all  their 
qualities  the  quinia  and  cinchonia. 
The  distin(];uished  chemists  Gay  Lus- 
sac  and  Thenard  were  directed  to 
examine  the  subject,  and  report 
their  results  to  the  Academy. 

Sulphate  of  Quinine. — This  sub- 
stance is  supposed,  by  Dr.  Harty,  of 
London,  to  aid  the  preparations  of 
mercury  in  producing  salivation.  He 
relates  several  instances  in  which 
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salivation,  nearly  ended,  was  greatly 
increased  by  the  administration  of 
this  medicine  alone.  If  this  be  the 
fact,  it  is  matter  of  great  practical 
importance,  since  the  preparations 
of  bark  are  commonly  resorted  to, 
though  in  vain,  to  cure  excessive 
salivation. 


Strychnine. — A  case  of  hemiple- 
gia entirely  cured  by  this  medicine 
is  related  in  the  last  Midland  Re- 
porter. One  sixth  of  a  grain  was 
given  three  times  a  day,  and  the 
head  was  blistered  at  the  same  time. 


Prevention  of  Sore  Nipples. — A 
foreign  journalist  recommends  the 
use,  during  the  last  month  of  preg- 
nancy, of  a  mixture  of  six  drachms 
of  olive  oil  and  one  of  spirits  of  tur- 
pentine, as  a  wash  to  prevent  sore 
nipples.  We  have  always  accom- 
plished this  desirable  object  by  a 
wash  of  cold  water. 


Dr.  Spooner  on  Weaning. — This 
valuable  paper,  which  appeared  in 
the  last  number  of  our  Journal,  was 
unfortunately  printed  without  the  aid 
of  a  revised  proof,  and  several  typo- 


graphical errors  occurred.  As  some 
of  these  affect  the  sense  of  the  sen- 
tences in  which  they  occur,  we  will 
thank  the  reader  to  correct  with  his 
pen  those  we  designate  below.  By 
perusing  the  article  after  such  cor- 
rection, he  will  find  in  it  much  of 
practical  value. 

Page  786,  1st  column,  l6th  line 
from  bottom,  erase  "  ntirsed"  and 
write  weaned.  Again,  7  lines  above, 
for  "  nursing"  substitute  weaning. 

Page  788,  1st  col.,  11th  line  Yrnra 
bottom,  for  "  recovery"  write  wean- 
ing. 

Page  789,  in  the  remarks  on  ass's 
milk,  for  "  more  curd  and  loss 
cream"  write  less  curd. 

Page  790,  1st  col.,  4th  line  from 
top,  after  the  word  "  milk,"  write 
and  cream. 

The  proof  sheet  of  the  paper 
which  contains  these  errors  was  sent 
to  Dr.  S.  for  correction,  but,  by  a 
mistake  of  the  boy,  it  was  taken 
from  his  house  before  he  had  revised 
it ; — hence  occurred  these  important 
misprints. 


A  rare  and  interesting  case  by  Dr. 
Storer,  is  acknowledged,  and  \iiH 
appear  next  week. 


WEEKLY  REPORT  OF  DEATHS  IN  BOSTON,  ENDING   JANUARY  21. 


Date.jSex.  lAee  | 


Disease. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


M. 

F. 
M. 

M. 
M.! 
F.l 

F.l 
F. 
F. 
F. 
F. 
M. 
M. 


18  yrs  pleurisy 

30  consumption 

5  mo  dropsy  in  the  head 
42  yrs  cancer 


consumption 
do. 

inflammation  in  the  bowels 


14  mo  croup 
58  yrs  suicide 

31  do. 
2  croup 

45       inflammation  on  the  lungs 
3  1-2  , croup 
13  mo  lung  fever 

32  yrs  unknown 
9 

18 
35 
81 
5 


Date.  I  Sex. I  Age.  j 


Disease." 


20. 


ung  fever 
consumption 

do. 
old  age 
consumption 

Males,  17,— Females,  23.    Total,  40 


23 


21  mo  lung  fever 
31  yrs  consumption 

Id 
12  mo 

29  yrs  consumption 
32 

29       brain  fever 
5  mo  lung  fever 
5  1-2  y  measles 
do. 

inflammatory  fever 
lung  fever 
consumption 
croup 

dropsy  on  the  brain 
hooping  cough 


9  mo 
46  yrs 

10  w 

22  yrs 

3 

11  rao 

5  w 

23  yrs 
32 
70 


paralytic 
consumption 
old  age 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


NEW  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

"UST  published,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
TL^R  &    HENDEE,— Malaria ;  an 
Kssaj  on  the  Production  and  Propagation 
of  this  Poison.    By  Joh^v  McCclloch 
M.D.  F.R.S.,  &:c.  kc. 

An  Essay  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Inter- 
nal Ear.  By  I.  A.  Saissy,  M.D.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French,  by  Nathan  R. 
Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
University  of  Maryland  ;  with  a  Supple- 
ment on  Diseases  of  the  External  Ear,  by 
the  Translator. 

Observations  on  the  Utility  and  Admi- 
nistration of  Purgative  Medicines,  in  seve- 
ral Diseases.  By  James  FIamilton,  M. 
D.,  Fellovir  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, &:c.  Sic.  From  the  Fifth  Edin- 
burgh Edition. 

A  Treatise  on  Pathological  Anatomy. 
By  William  E.  Horner,  M.D.,  Adjunct 
Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Surgeon  at  the  Infirmary 
of  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse,  Member 
of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
&c. 

Elements  of  Operative  Surgery.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French  of  A.  Tavernier, 
Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the  Faculty  of  Pa- 
ris, &;c.,  with  copious  Notes  and  Addi- 
tions.   By  S.  D.  Gross,  M.D. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Nature,  Cause  and 
Treatment  of  Contagious  Typhus.  From 
the  German  of  J.  Val  De  Hildenbrand, 
Imperial  and  Royal  Counsellor,  Professor 
of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vienna,  &c.  &;c.  By  S.  D.  Gross, 
M.D. 

An  Essay  on  the  Morbid  Sensibility  of 
the  Stomach  and  Bowels.  By  James 
Johnson,  M.D. 

Examinations  in  Anatomy,  Physiology, 
Practice  of  Physic,  Surgery,  Chemistry, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Pharmacy.  For 
the  Use  of  Students.  By  Robert  Hoop- 
er, M.D.  Dec.  22. 


MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE. 

THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  at 
BOWDOIN  COLLEGE  will  com- 
mence on  TUESDAY,  February  23,  1830. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John 

Delamatter,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  J.  D.  Wells, 
M.I). 

Midwifery,  by  James  McKeen,  M.D. 


Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  P. 

Cleaveland,  M.D. 

The  Anatomical  Cabinet  is  exten- 
sive, and  very  valuable. 

The  Library;  already  one  of  the  best 
Medical  Libraries  in  the  United  States, 
continues  to  be  every  year  enriched  by 
New  Works,. both  foreign  and  domestic. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of 
this  Institution,  is  required  to  present  sa- 
tisfactory evidence  that  he  possesses  a 
good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fees  for  admission  to  all 
the  Lectures  is  $  50.  Graduating  fee, 
including  diploma,  $  10.  There  is  no 
matriculating  fee.  The  Lectures  continue 
three  months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of 
the  Lecture  term  in  May,  and  at  the  fol- 
lowing Commencement  of  the  College  in 
September.  A  systematic  course  of  in- 
struction, embracing  Recitations  in  all 
the  branches  of  Medical  Science,  Demon- 
strations, and  Lectures,  will  be  given  by 
the  Professors,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  annual  courses  of  Lectures. 

Boarding  may  be  obtained  in  the  Com- 
mons Hall  at  a  very  reasonable  price. 

Brunswick^  Dec.  4,  1829. 

Dec.  15. — 4teop. 

DEWEES'  PRACTICE. 

JUST  published  and  for  sale  by  CAR- 
TER &  HENDEE,  A  PRACTICE 
OF  PHYSIC,  comprising  most  of  the  Dis- 
eases not  treated  of  in  "  Diseases  of  Fe- 
males" and  "  Diseases  ot  Children."  By 
William  B.  Dewees,  M.D.,  Adjunct  Pro- 
fessor of  Midwifery  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  etc.  etc. 

"  We  live  in  an  age  in  which  the  fear 
of  debility  causes  a  prodigal  use  of  slimu- 
lants  ;  and  this  too  often  at  the  expense 
of  the  health  and  the  life  of  the  patient." 
— Broussais  Phleg.  Chron.  Vol.  2,  p.  82. 

Had  I  dared  to  bleed  freely,  and  es- 
pecially by  means  of  leeches,  the  patient 
might  have  been  saved ;  but  I  was  afraid 
of  debility.    But  who  is  to  blame  ?" 
Feb.  2. 


AN  ENGRAVING, 

REPRESENTING  the  Perfect  and  Im- 
perfect Cow  Pox  and  the  Chicken 
Pox,  during  their  course,  by  J.  D.  Fisher, 
M.D.  This  day  published  and  for  sale 
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I. 

CASES  ILLUSTRATING  THE  METASTA- 
SIS  OP  DISEASE. 

Case  1st. —  Gonorrhma  alternating 
with  Bilious  Remittent  Fever. 

By  Lewis  Campbell,  M.D.,  of  Mout- 
ton,  Alabama. 

On  the  23d  of  July,  1827,  I  was 

called  by  Mr.   ,  who  had 

been  affected  with  gonorrhoea  three 
years  since  ;  and  as  ho  had  been 
obliged  to  ride  some  distance  every 
day  on  business,  the  symptoms 
were  somewhat  aggravated.  He 
suffered  greatly  from  ardor  urinae 
and  chordee.  The  discharge  of 
matter  from  the  urethra  was  very 
profuse,  and  considerable  general 
excitement  was  present.  His 
bowels  were  freely  opened  with 
sulphas  magnesias  ;  one  drachm  of 
balsam  of  copaiva  was  directed  to 
be  given  three  times  a  day,  and  a 
low  diet  enjoined.  He  obtained 
sudden  relief  of  the  ardor  urinae 
from  this  course  ;  but  a  profuse 
discharge  of  matter,  and  the  re- 
traction of  the  urethra,  remained. 
His  business  calling  him  from 
home,  he  was  under  the  necessity 
of  riding  some  distance  every  day 
till  the  26th,  when  he  was  attack- 
ed w^ith  a  bilious  remittent  fever. 
During  the  evening  he  felt  languid, 
sick  at  the  stomach,  &c.  At  eight 
in  the  evening  he  was  attacked 
with  a  violent  chill,  followed  by 
fever.    During  the  chill  the  go- 

52 


norrh(Bal  discharge  was  suddenly 
suppressed.  On  the  morning  of 
the  27th  I  found  him  entirely  free 
from  all  the  symptoms  of  gonor- 
rhcsa.  He  assured  me  he  felt  no 
inconvenience  from  that  source. 

The  fever  continued  till  the 
30th.  During  this  time  he  enjoy- 
ed entire  exemption  from  the  go- 
norrhoeal  symptoms.  On  the  30th, 
his  general  health  being  much  im- 
proved since  the  preceding  day, 
he  escaped  fever,  but  was  again 
attacked  with  gonorrhoea  and  chor- 
dee. He  was  again  put  under 
treatment  for  those  affections.  His 
general  health  continued  to  im- 
prove till  the  2d  of  August,  when 
from  exposing  himself  to  the  sun 
on  a  short  ride  in  the  heat  of  the 
day,  the  bilious  symptoms  return- 
ed ;  and  he  then  had  chills  and  fe- 
ver two  days  in  succession.  Dur- 
ing the  first  chill  the  runnina:  vv'^as 
again  suppressed;  and  he  was  com- 
pletely relieved  from  any  uneasi- 
ness in  the  urethra  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  febrile  symptoms. 
On  the  4th  he  experienced  exemp- 
tion from  fever  and  a  return  of  go- 
norrhoea. His  general  health  con- 
tinued to  improve  from  this  period, 
though  the  affections  of  the  urethra 
proved  somewhat  lingering.  His 
stomach  rejfjcted  the  balsam  in  any 
form,  and  scarcely  tolerated  the 
presence  of  any  medicinal  substance 
whatever.  Regimen  and  time  ef- 
fected a  cure.  Was  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  gonorrhcea  during  the 


818 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


fever,  and  its  immeliate  return 
when  the  fever  yieMed,  a  ntiere 
coincidence  ?  Or  was  it  a  metas- 
tasis of  morbid  action  from  the 
urethra  to  the  stomach,  and  from 
the  stomach  to  the  urethra  ?  If 
the  latter,  does  it  not  favor  the 
opiiiion  of  the  phy&iologioa!  school 
relative  to  tie  non-specific  nature 
of  venereal  affections  ? 

Case  2d.  —  Croup  ^  fell  owed  by  Co- 
lic^ Convulsions  and  InfMinma- 
tiony  and  lermmating  favorably. 

By  F.  R.  Gregory,  M.D.,  ofLoni- 
bardy  Grove,  Virginia. 

I  was  called,  some  time  last 
winter,  to  see  an  infant  son  of  Mr. 
G.  about  three  months  old,  labor- 
ing under  a  most  violent  catarrh, 
with  some  premonitory  symptoms 
of  cro'ip.  By  the  use  of  eaietics, 
warm  bath,  a  dose  or  two  of  oil, 
and  the  substitution  of  barley  wa- 
ter for  its  usual  diet,  the  catarrh 
and  every  symptom  of  croup  were 
relieved.  1  left  the  c!ii!d  now 
convalescent,  and  was  called  the 
next  day  to  see  it  with  an  attack 
of  the  colic,  which  for  four  or  five 
hours  resisted  every  means  I  could 
employ  for  its  relief.  I  gave  se- 
veral doses  of  oil  of  butter  and 
castor  oil,  laudanum,  as  well  as 
Hoffman's  anodyne,  injections  of 
barley  water,  and  oil  of  butter 
and  molasses  combined  ;  placed 
my  patient  in  the  warm  bath,  and 
applied  blankets  wrung  out  of  hot 
water  after  taking  him  out.  After 
persevering  for  some  time  in  the 
above  means,  nty  little  patient  was 
relieved.  On  the  next  day  he  was 
again  attacked  with  colic.  I  now 
inquired  more  particularly  as  to 
the  cause  of  this  second  attack  of 
colic,  and  learnt  from  the  mother 
and  nurse  that  the  child  had  eaten 
nothing  but  cow's  milk  diluted,  as 


I  had  prohibited  its  mother's  milk 
as  diet,  she  being  an  unhealthy 
woman.    Fearing  that  there  might 
be  some  inflammation  of  the  sto- 
mach and  bowels,  I  examined  the 
abdomen  &c.,  but  found  that  there 
was  no  tenderness  on  pressure,  no 
fever,  and  no  appearance  of  the 
tongue  indicating  such  a  state.  It 
frequently  occtirs  in  our  southern 
states,  t'lat  the  torpid  and  inactive 
state  of  the  liver  is  the  cause  of 
frequent  attacks  of  colic.  Con- 
ceiving that  such  might  be  the  case 
in  the  present  instance,  I  com- 
menced the  treatment  of  this  at- 
tack with  a  teaspoonful  of  oil  and 
one  grain  of  calomel  combined  ; 
the  medicine  not  operating  suffi- 
ciently early,  I  gave  an  injection 
of  barley  water,  and  repeated  it 
several  times.    The  oil  and  calo- 
mel now  operated  pretty  well,  and 
prou'uced  two  copious  stools,  the 
dischai'ges  resembling  the  curd  of 
milk.    Still  the  excruciating  pain, 
evinced  by  rubbing  the  gums  toge- 
ther, mournful  cry  and  great  rest- 
lessness, continued,  and  was  at  last 
followed  by  convulsions.    I  now 
placed  the  child  in  a  W'arm  bath, 
and  after  taking  h'un  out,  applied 
the  blankets  as  before  ;  this  afford- 
ed some  relief.    In  about  fifteen 
minutes  after  the  blankets  were 
removed,  another  convulsion  came 
on  ;  bath  and  blankets  as  before  ; 
convuUions  went  off;  still  no  relief 
of  the  pain  ;  gave  five  droj^s  of 
laudanum,  and  rejieatcd  it  twice 
in  about  twenty  minutes  ;  repeated 
the  bath  and  applied  the  blankets 
as  before.    I  was  determined  to 
continue  their  application  till  the 
pain  was  relieved  ;  hut  in  about 
twenty  minutes  my  little  patient 
seemed  free  from  suffering.    I  now 
left  the  child,  hoping  he  would 
continue  to  mend,  but  fearing  the 
consequences  of  the  laudanum  he 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


819 


had  taken.  On  my  visit  tiie  next 
clay,  I  found  him  extremely  ill, 
with  inflammation  of  the  stomach 
and  bowels.  Leeghes  could  not 
be  procured,  and  I  was  afraid  to 
bleed  from  the  arm  ;  ordered  in- 
jections of  barley  water,  to  be  re- 
peated five  or  six  times  during  the 
day,  and  a  teaspoonfui  of  the  oil  of 
butter  three  times  a  day  ;  barley 
water  as  diet.  The  child  conti- 
nued extremely  ill  for  twenty-four 
hours,  and  I  feared  that  the  case 
would  certainly  prove  fatal  ;  his 
pulse  had  become  almost  imper- 
ceptible ;  there  was  squinting  of 
one  eye,  pouting  of  the  lips,  &c. 
I  now  applied  a  blister  over  the 
whole  abdomen,  which  remained 
on  for  hours  without  producing  the 
least  pain.  This,  with  the  other 
alarming  symptoms,  caused  me  to 
despair,  and  taking  off  the  blister, 
I  found  the  surface  underneath  un- 
changed. In  a  short  time  I  again 
examined  the  part  from  which  the 
blister  had  been  removed,  and 
found  it  red  ;  vesicles  soon  appear- 
ed, reaction  took  place  in  the  cir- 
culation, and  the  child  seemed  free 
from  pain.  I  continued  to  give 
nothing  but  barley  water  as  diet 
and  medicine  by  the  mouth,  and 
ordered  injections  of  it  to  be  re- 
peated four  or  five  times  a  day. 
My  suffering  little  patient  conti- 
nued to  improve,  and  seemed  per- 
fectly well,  with  the  exception  of 
a  hoarse  dry  cough,  which  was  re- 
lieved by  a  watery  solution  of  as- 
safoetida. 

I  am  aware  that  many  will  ob- 
ject to  the  management  of  the  at- 
tack of  colic,  and  will  attribute 
the  inflammation  of  the  stomach 
and  bowels  to  the  large  doses  of 
laudanum  and  Hoffman's  anodyne. 
Yet  the  milder  plan  had  been  pur- 
sued and  had  failed.  In  the  ma- 
nagement of  both  attacks  of  colic. 


I  commenced  with  laxatives  and 
injections,  and  these  failing,  my 
practice  was  bolder  and  more  en- 
ergetic. It  is  my  rule  never  to 
suffer  a  patient  to  die  of  a  disease 
which  1  have  a  remedy  to  relieve, 
from  the  fear  of  the  consequences 
of  that  remedy.  The  situation  of 
a  patient  under  such  circumstances 
is  like  that  of  a  man  in  the  third 
story  of  a  house  on  fire,  when  eve- 
ry engine  has  poured  forth  its  water 
in  vain,  and  the  flames  continue 
to  advance  and  spread  on  every 
side.  If  he  remains  and  trusts  to 
the  engines  to  subdue  the  flames, 
death  is  more  certain  than  from 
injury  which  he  may  sustain  by 
leaping  from  a  window  ;  and  what 
Broussaist  is  there  that  would  not 
say  to  a  man  so  situated,  jump  ! — 
4/V.  Ji.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


II. 

STATISTICAL  VIEW  OP  THE  FOUNDLING 
HOSPITAL  AT  PARIS. 

We  have  translated  the  following 
article  from  a  recent  French  jour- 
nal. Though  the  statements  it 
contains  are  somewhat  too  general 
in  their  character,  they  are  still 
highly  interesting  in  many  points  of 
view  :  thpy  exhibit,  in  a  very  for- 
cible manner,  the  influence  of  judi- 
cious management  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  life,  during  the  period  of 
infancy. 

From  1806  to  1828,  the  number 
of  infants  abandoned  by  their  pa- 
rents in  Paris,  was  increased  from 
4238  to  5947  annually.  With  a 
few  irregularities,  for  which  it  is 
not  easy  to  account,  the  increase 
has  been  progressive  ;  and,  during 
later  years,  it  has  evidently  been 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  po- 
pulation. The  scarcity  which 
prevailed  in  1811,  1812,  1816 
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and  1817,  occasioned  the  number 
of  foundlings,  during  these  four 
years,  to  be  much  greater  than  at 
any  other  period. 

Previous  to  the  year  1814,  the 
mortality  among  these  infants  va- 
ried from  400  to  700  per  annum  ; 
in  1814  it  arose  to  1000,  and  sub- 
sequently to  1300,  1400,  1500, 
and  even  1600  each  year.  The 
causes  of  this  mortality  are  easi- 
ly explained.  A  great  number 
of  the  infants  brought  to  the  hospi- 
tal are  feeble,  or  labor  under  some 
infirmity  or  disease.  Formerly, 
with  few  exceptions,  they  were 
sent  into  the  country  to  be  nursed. 
The  majority  of  them,  not  being 
in  a  condition  to  bear  the  journey, 
perished  on  the  road,  or  in  a  few 
days  after  their  arrival  at  the 
dwelling  of  the  nurse.  Hence  the 
number  that  died  in  the  hospital 
was  inconsiderable. 

Since,  however,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  hospital  has  been  con- 
fided (in  1814)  to  the  Sisters  of 
Charity^  such  infants  as  are  feeble 
or  diseased  have  been  retained 
there,  and  properly  nursed,  until 
they  were  in  a  condition  to  support 
the  fatigue  of  the  journey.  But 
while  by  this  means  many  lives  are 
saved,  the  mortality  at  the  hospital 
has  been  necessarily  increased,  and, 
on  the  contrary,  it  has  been  consi- 
derably diminished  among  those 
placed  at  nurse. 

The  number  of  the  latter,  in 
1812,  was  4754  out  of  5394  in- 
fants received  at  the  hospital  ; 
while,  in  1828,  it  was  only  4023 
out  of  5497  :  that  is  to  say,  a  pro- 
portionably  less  number  by  840. 

Following  this  comparison,  we 
find  that  in  1812  there  died,  of  the 
whole  number  at  the  hospital,  622; 
those  at  nurse  were  3267,  makino- 
a  total  of  3889;  while  in  1828^^ 


the  number  of  deaths  at  the  former 

was  1444,  and  the  number  in  the 
country  only  2837,— in  all,  4281. 

The  number  of  infants  remain- 
ing alive  at  the  end  of  each  year 
has  augmented  annually  :  at  the 
end  of  1806  it  was  5855,  and  it 
increased  progressively,  to  the 
end  of  1817,  to  11,927.  At  the 
termination  of  1818  it  was  11,600, 
which  was  the  period  when  the 
shameful  abuses  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  institution  were  first 
detected.  Under  the  reformed 
system,  the  number  remaining  an- 
nually was  augmented,  in  1820, 
to  12,333  ;  in  1821,  to  12,716  ; 
and  since  the  complete  reorgani- 
zation of  all  the  departments,  the 
number  remaining  has  increased 
successively,  in  1822,  to  12,962  ; 
in  1823,  to  13,630  ;  in  1824,  to 
14,152  ;  and  finally,  in  1826,  to 
15,946. 

This  increase  is  not  to  be  attri- 
buted merely  to  the  greater  num- 
ber of  infants  abandoned  by  their 
parents  each  year,  but  especially 
to  the  greater  number  of  lives 
preserved  by  the  more  judicious 
manner  in  which  the  institution  is 
conducted.  VVe  may  instance 
the  care  which  is  taken  to  have 
each  infant  properly  vaccinated, 
soon  after  its  reception  ;  the  daily 
inspection  and  superintendence 
exercised  by  the  present  over- 
seers, with  the  assistance  of  the 
physicians  ;  a  better  choice  of 
nurses  ;  the  regular  payment  of 
the  wages  of  the  latter,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  they  are  ena- 
bled to  pay  more  attention  to 
the  comforts  of  the  infants  placed 
in  their  charge  ;  and  generally, 
the  very  excellent  regulations  to 
which  every  department  of  the 
institution  is  now  submitted. — 
Journal  of  Health. 
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III. 

PORTION  OF  BONE  LODGED  FOR  FOR- 
TY-EIGHT DAYS  IN  THE  TllACllEA 
OF  AN  INFANT. 

Bv  Thomas  St  abb,  M.R.C.S.  &c. 

On  the  20th  Sept.  last,  S.  H.  S. 
aged  ten  months,  playing  with  a 
bone  of  a  neck  of  mutton,  which 
the  nurse  gave  her  whilst  at  din- 
ner, put  it  into  her  mouth  and  de- 
tached a  small  portion,  about  the 
size  of  a  large  marrow-fat  pea, 
which  slipped  into  her  windpipe, 
and  produced  violent  coughing 
and  irritation  for  about  five  mi- 
nutes, when  it  ceased,  leaving  a 
noise  in  breathing  like  that  pro- 
duced by  a  saw.  In  the  course 
of  twenty-four  hours,  great  diffi- 
culty of  breathing,  with  constitu- 
tional irritation  and  cough,  came 
on,  which  was  subdued  by  the 
usual  remedies.  The  same  saw- 
like noise  of  breathing  and  some 
cough  continued,  but  did  not  ap- 
pear to  give  pain  after  the  fourth 
day,  the  child's  health  and  spirits 
after  that  time  appearing  as  good 
as  usual,  except  this  constant 
wheezing. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  up- 
wards of  six  weeks  after  the  ac- 
cident, in  consequence  of  a  cold 
she  took  from  going  out  into  the 
air,  violent  irritation  in  the  tra- 
chea, with  cough,  returned.  A 
solution  of  tartarized  antimony 
was  given,  and  on  the  7th,  after 
a  dose  which  produced  vomiting 
and  general  relaxation,  and  whilst 
the  nurse  was  briskly  rubbing  her 
throat  with  a  volatile  embroca- 
tion, the  head  being  bent  back 
over  her  lap,  she  was  seized  with 
a  violent  fit  of  coughing,  and 
threw  up  the  piece  of  bone,  em- 
bedded in  mucus,  which  had  been 
retained  forty-eight  days  in  the 


trachea.  Her  breathing  almost 
immediately  became  natural,  and 
the  next  day  she  was  as  well  as 
ever.  The  piece  of  bone  was 
very  rough,  of  a  triangular  shape, 
the  edges  quite  sharp. — London 
Med,  Gazelle.^ 


IV. 

BOSTON   SOCIETY    FOR  MEDICAL 
IMPROVEMENT. 

Case  of  Cerebral  Disorganization, 
Read  to  the  Society  by 

D.  Humphreys  Storer,  M.D. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  inst., 
I  was  called  upon  to  visit  the 
child  of  a  laborer  in  Pleasant 
Street.  The  child,  a  boy  four 
years  and  eight  months  old,  had 
been  sick  from  its  birth  :  but  the 
present  difficulty  was  an  incessant 
coughing,  which  the  mother  assur- 
ed me  had  existed  for  at  least 
three  hours,  without  any  interval, 
save  a  moment's  cessation,  from 
apparent  exhaustion.  To  allay 
this  symptom  then  was  my  object; 
which,  when  my  next  visit  was 
made,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing, I  had  the  satisfaction  of  find- 
ing was  accomplished.  The  (^e- 
bility  of  the  child  was  so  great,  I 
feared  it  could  not  survive  through 
the  night.  It  died  at  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning. 

The  following  history  of  the 
case,  together  with  the  post-mor- 
tem examination,  may  not  be 
thought  altogether  devoid  of  io- 
terest  by  this  Society. 

The  second  and  third  nights 
after  the  birth  of  the  child,  its 
parents  were  rendered  anxious  bjr 
its  restlessness,  shown  by  coa- 
stant,  irregular  motions  of  limbs 
and  frequent  startings,  as  if  in 
pain  ; — these,  however,  were  re- 
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moved,  by  removal  of  meconiiitn. 
— When  about  three  months  old, 
each  time  it  awoke,  a  slight  spas- 
modic affection  appeared,  which 
existed  about  five  (ninutes.  This 
symptom  continued  until  it  was 
weaned,  which  took  place  when 
it  was  two  years  and  a  half  old. 
The  mother  tells  me  her  child 
was  a  fine  healthy-looking  babe, 
and  until  within  a  year,  was  as 
large  as  children  generally  of  its 
age  ; — it  how^ever  always  had  a 
Qiotion  of  the  head  from  side  to 
side,  and  an  inability  to  supj)ort 
it  in  an  erect  position,  it  was 
(to  use  the  expression  of  the 
mother)  "  extremely  backward" 
in  nursing,  never  taking  the  breast 
unless  the  nipple  was  put  into  its 
mouth.  The  bowels,  before  it 
was  weaned,  were  in  a  pretty 
good  state  ;  they  were  opr^ned 
several  times  weekly,  and  the 
discharges  were  not  unnatural  in 
their  appearance.  The  child 
taking  an  aversion  to  the  breast, — 
when,  as  I  said  before,  it  was  two 
years  and  a  half  old, — which  the 
mother  could  not  overcome,  was 
fed  with  milk  and  a  small  quanti- 
ty of  the  softest  and  lightest 
bread.  Its  discharges  from  the 
bowels  now  became  peculiar  in 
their  character,  the  feces  passing 
but  once  in  the  week,  and  then 
in  the  form  of  irregular  balls, 
hard,  dry,  and  of  a  dark  color. 
This  state  of  the  bowels  conti- 
nued till  its  death.  Its  discharges 
were,  during  its  ichole  life,  invo- 
luntary ;  or  it  gave  no  intimation 
of  a  desire  to  have  an  evacuation, 
never  having  spoken,  except  a 
restlessness y  which  upon  these  oc- 
casions was  seldom  absent.  This 
restlessness  would  someticties  con- 
tinue tioo  days  previous  to  an  eva- 
cuation ;  and  the  mother  thinks, 
during  these  periods,  its  sufferings 


were  great.  Urine,  like  the  /fi- 
ce5,  passed  involuntarily,  and  im- 
parted a  color,  resembling  burned 
coffee,  to  all  articles  it  touched. 

After  the  child  was  weaned, 
the  spasms  with  which  it  awoke 
disappeared,  and  violent  convul- 
sions of  the  whole  body,  as  if  from 
fright,  frequently  appeared,  with- 
out any  apparent  immediate  de- 
rangement of  the  stomach.  The 
convulsions  became  more  fre- 
quent, as  well  as  more  powerful, 
as  it  grew  older  ; — the  left  foot 
and  right  hand  were  distorted  by 
these  convulsive  efforts,  and  turn- 
ed outwards.  Until  a  short  time 
previous  to  its  decease,  its  usual 
quantity  of  food  was  from  one 
quart  to  three  pints  of  milk,  and 
a  small  quantity  of  bread,  daily. 
The  teeth  appeared  at  the  usual 
time,  but  in  a  very  short  period 
would  decay. 

The  senses  were  extremely 
defective,  with  the  exception  of 
hearing.  The  eyes,  although  ap- 
parently bright,  were  never  known 
to  be  fixed  upon  any  object  for  an 
instant,  although  the  father  had 
repeatedly  endeavored  to  attract 
the  attention  of  the  child  to  some 
one  point.  The  pupil  of  the  eye 
was  not  affected  by  light.  The 
mother  thinks  her  child  could  dis- 
tinguish neither  the  different  odors 
of  different  substances,  nor  the 
peculiarities  of  taste.  The  sense 
of  hearing,  however,  appears  to 
have  been  unusually  acute.  The 
two  first  years  of  life,  the  child 
slept  both  forenoon  and  afternoon; 
but  after  that  tiuie,  it  slept  only 
during  the  night,  as  if  prevented 
by  noises  about  it  ; — but  the  fol- 
lowing anecdote  proves  that  the 
serse  of  hearing  was  present  and 
powerful  : — About  two  years 
since,  the  father,  after  having  re- 
turned from  the  labors  of  the  day, 
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took  his  violin  to  amuse  himself. 
The  moment  he  began  to  touch 
its  strings,  this  little  unfortunate 
being  appeared  to  be  in  extacies: 
its  countenance  brightened  with  a 
smile,  and  it  seemed  to  be  strug- 
gling to  express  its  delight.  When 
its  father  stop[)ed  to  arrange  the 
chords  of  the  instrument,  it  as 
suddenly  stopped  its  movements  ; 
and  when,  after  continuing  an 
hour  in  this  state,  it  ceased  with 
the  music,  the  system  was  appa- 
rently almost  exhausted  with  the 
effort. 

About  a  year  since,  this  child, 
without  any  premonition,  was 
seized  with  an  attack  of  cough- 
ing, which  continued  a  whole  af- 
ternoon, and  left  it  very  feeble. 
Soon  after,  it  was  attacked  with 
canker  in  the  bowels,  from  which 
it  was  not  entirely  freed  for  a 
fortnight.  It  never  recovered  its 
wonted  state  of  health,  but  began 
to  lose  flesh  immediately,  and 
continued  to  fail  until  it  died, — an 
object  of  extreme  emaciatiim. 

Post-morteyn  Examination. 

Dr.  Hale  assisted  me  in  the 
examination  of  the  body  after 
death.  The  larynx  being  open- 
ed, we  found  not  only  much  red- 
ness of  the  mucous  membrane, 
but  a  considerable  quantity  of 
purulent  matter  was  observed. 
This  appearance  of  the  larynx, 
was  a  satisfactory  cause  of  death, 
when  the  previous  debility  of  the 
patient  was  considered  :  but, 
anxious  to  ascertain  the  causes  of 
those  derangements  which  had 
been  perceived  for  so  long  a  time 
in  the  system,  the  examination 
was  continued.  The  lun2rs  and 
heart  presented  no  unusual  ap- 
pearances. The  peritoneum  was 
unusually  tense,  and  completely 
undetached    from   the  muscles 


above  it.  The  stomach  w^as  very 
much  distended  with  flatus,  and 
contained  three  or  four  ounces  of 
a  dark-colored  fluid.  Small  in- 
testines extremely  contracted  in 
their  appearance,  and  entirely 
empty.  The  large  intestines  wqvq 
much  distended  in  some  points, 
and  as  unusually  contracted  in 
others.  The  rectum  contained 
several  small  balls  of  hardened 
feces,  of  a  similar  character  to 
those  above  described.  All  the 
intestines  presented  this  pecu- 
liarity,— an  uncouKnon  degree  of 
transparency^  and  an  uniform  ah- 
sence  of  color.  The  mesenteric 
vessels,  however,  were  finely  in- 
jected :  the  glands  of  the  mesen- 
tery s'^emed  slightly  etjlarged. 
The  bladder  was  not  opened,  as 
the  peculiarity  of  the  color  of  the 
urine,  was  not  learned  until  after 
the  examination. 

In  removing  the  integuments 
from  the  cranium,  we  were 
struck  wit'"!  their  slight  adhesions 
to  it,  or  rather  with  the  great 
flaccidity,  i\  hich  enabled  us  to 
remove  them  without  inconve- 
nience. The  dura  mater  adher- 
ed with  much  firmness  to  the 
cranium  ihroujrhout  its  whole  ex- 
tent.  In  removing  the  cranium, 
several  ounces  of  water  were 
lost.  The  vessels  of  the  pia  ma- 
ter were  crowded  with  blood. 
The  posterior  lobe  of  the  right 
hemisphere  of  the  cerebrum,  ex- 
hibited the  peculiar  appearance 
you  may  now  perceive, — a  consi- 
derable loss  of  substance.  [Dr.  S. 
here  exhibited  the  right  hemis- 
phere of  the  brain,  in  the  poste- 
rior lobe  of  which  was  a  cavity 
about  the  size  of  an  English  wal- 
nut. Across  this  cavity  was 
stretched  a  thick  membrane,, 
through  which  the  Doctor  ha'l 
made  an  incision.]    The  vessels 
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of  the  membrane  covering  this 
part  were  extremely  injected 
with  blood,  giving  the  whole  a 
florid  color  ;  and  the  membrane 
enclosed  within  it  a  considerable 
quantity  of  coagulable  lymph. 
The  medullary  portion  of  the  left 
ventricle^  when  cut  into,  presented 
innumerable  red  points.  The 
ventricles  were  filled  with  a  fluid, 
which  in  a  few  moments  coagu- 
]ated.  The  surface  of  the  cere- 
bellum presented  the  same  ap- 
pearance as  that  of  the  cerebrum. 


The  nerves  presented  this  pe- 
culiar appearance  ; — their  sur- 
faces were  covered  with  small 
vessels  much  injected,  giving  a 
reticulated  appearance.  The 
vessels  accompanying  the  nerves 
w^ere  also  greatly  injected.  The 
medulla  oblongata  seemed  much 
contracted,  and  the  nerves 
arising  from  it  presented  the 
same  peculiar  appearance  as 
those  at  the  base  of  the  cere- 
brum. 

Boston^  Jan,  1830. 


SKETCHES  OF  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 


MEDICAL  RESPONSIBILITY. 

We  remarked,  in  one  of  our  late 
numbers,  on  the  cruelty  and  injustice 
of  making  medical  men  answerable, 
in  civil  or  criminal  courts,  for  the 
success  of  their  practice,  or  the  cor- 
rectness of  tlieir  diagnoses.  We 
then  noticed  that  this  odious  feature 
of.  legislation  is  not  peculiar  to  our 
own  country,  and  we  now  see,  with 
some  surprise,  that  the  same  princi- 
ple is  inculcated  in  a  court  of  justice 
in  France,  as  recognised  by  her  laws. 
To  explain  the  proceedings  alluded 
to,  we  translate  four  articles  from 
the  published  codes  of  that  country, 
which  have  been  made  to  bear  upon 
the  interests  of  the  medical  profession. 

Code  Civil.  Act  1382.— Every 
act  of  a  man  by  which  injury  is  oc- 
casioned to  another,  obliges  him 
through  whose  fault  the  injury  has 
happened  to  repair  it. 

1383. — Each  one  is  responsible 
for  the  damage  he  has  occasioned, 
not  only  by  his  act,  but  also  by  his 
negligence  or  his  imprudence. 


Code  penal.  Act  319. — Whoever, 
by  want  of  skill,  imprudence,  inat- 
tention, negligence,  or  violation  of 
rules,  shall  have  involuntarily  com- 
mitted a  homicide,  or  have  been  in- 
voluntarily the  cause  of  one,  shall  be 
punished  by  imprisonment  from  three 
months  to  two  years,  and  a  fine  of 
fifty  to  six  hundred  francs. 

320. — If,  from  this  want  of  dexte- 
rity or  caution,  have  resulted  only 
wounds  or  other  injuries,  the  impri- 
sonment shall  be  from  six  days  to 
two  months,  and  the  fine  from  six- 
teen to  an  hundred  francs. 

The  question  how  far  the  respon- 
sibility here  recognised  was  applica- 
ble to  medical  men  in  the  discharge 
of  their  profession,  has  been  made 
the  subject  of  considerable  discussion 
abroad.  It  does  not  appear  that  any 
prosecution  against  medical  meu 
took  place  under  these  acts  until 
recently  J  and  as  the  individual  ac- 
cused was  acquitted  of  mal-practice, 
the  question  of  the  applicability  of 
the  law  itself  to  medical  men,  is  yet 
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undetermined.  In  a  pamphlet  pub- 
lished at  Paris  by  M.  Reynault,  Ad- 
vocate at  the  Cour  Royale,  this  ap- 
plicability is  maintained  as  respects 
the  articles  of  the  civil  code,  while 
that  of  the  others  is  admitted  to  be 
doubtful  or  untenable.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  asserted,  with  more  show 
of  reason,  that  these  provisions  all 
stand  upon  the  same  ground.  In 
truth,  the  idea  of  any  such  liability 
is  utterly  at  variance  with  every 
principle  of  justice.  If  the  medical 
man  is  to  be  answerable  in  damages 
for  the  result  of  his  practice,  who  is 
there,  with  anything  to  lose,  that 
will  incur  such  a  hazard  ?  No  one 
surely  will  risk  his  fortune  in  a  series 
of  speculations,  where  he  has  conti- 
nually the  chance  of  utter  ruin  on 
the  one  hand,  with  nothing  to  coun- 
terbalance it  but  the  chance  of  a  fee. 
If  it  is  answered  that  ill  success  and 
mal-praclice  are  not  identical, — how, 
we  ask,  is  the  distinction  to  be  made  ? 
Are  men  out  of  the  profession  to  be 
constituted  the  judges  of  the  correct- 
ness of  medical  treatment?  Even 
if  reference  is  had  to  individuals  in 
the  profession,  they  cannot  be  sup- 
posed capable  of  estimating  fairly 
the  circumstances  under  which  the 
defendant  acted.  Besides,  some  may 
be  prejudiced  against  particular 
modes  of  practice,  though  perfectly 
justifiable  in  themselves,  and  others 
attached  to  the  dogmas  of  a  particu- 
lar sect  or  school.  There  would,  in 
fine,  be  but  one  criterion,  and  that 
the  criterion  of  success.  If  this 
ground  was  taken,  every  case  would 
be  condemned  ;  if  not,  all  would  be 
acquitted.  It  may  be  said  that  there 
are  instances  of  such   gross  mal- 


practice, that  all  would  join  in  im- 
puting them  to  stupidity  or  ignorance. 
Even  such  instances,  however,  are 
not  subjects  for  legal  cognisance,  or 
offences  deserving  fine  or  imprison- 
ment. The  good  intention  of  the 
offender,- — his  intention  of  confer- 
ring benefit  and  not  inflicting  injury, 
— ought  to  shield  him  from  these  ; 
and  the  disgrace  which  public  opinion 
visits  on  him  will  be  more  than  suffi- 
cient, witliont  adding  to  it  the  loss 
of  his  hard-earned  fortune,  or  the 
incarceration  of  his  person. 


ADULTERATION  OF  MILK. 

We  have  abridged,  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  our  readers,  an  account  of 
some  curious  researches  into  the 
method  of  detecting  this  species  of 
fraud,  made  by  a  Mr.  Barruel,  in 
Paris.  It  will  serve  to  show  that, 
Mr.  Accum  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing, the  French  are  not  mate- 
rially behind  their  English  neighbors 
in  the  art  of  poisoning  their  custom- 
ers. 

As  milk  is  sold  very  high  in  Paris, 
it  has  been  a  great  object  to  the 
venders  to  reduce  its  quality.  For 
this  purpose,  they  have  employed 
water,  obviating  the  diminution  of 
flavor  by  adding  sugar,  and  the 
change  of  color  by  moistened  wheat 
flour.  To  prevent  the  deposition  of 
the  flour,  which  usually  took  place 
in  about  two  hours,  they  previously 
boiled  the  mixture,  which  process 
enabled  it  to  remain  longer  suspend- 
ed. But  the  discovery  of  iodine,  by 
furnishing  the  means  of  detecting  the 
minutest  quantities  of  starch,  again 
foiled  their  hopes.    A  substance  was 
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then  to  be  sought  which  was  capable 
of  increasing  ihe  quantity  without 
changing  the  color  of  milk,  and  the 
presence  of  which  could  not  be  de- 
tected by  chemical  agents.  For  this 
purpose,  most  of  them  have  employ- 
ed an  emulsion  of  sweet  almonds  ; 
while  some,  less  scrupulous,  have 
prepared  a  substance  from  the  seeds 
of  hemp. 

The  ingredient  of  milk  which  is 
known  to  maintain  its  proportion  to 
the  whole  with  the  greatest  unifor- 
mity, is  the  curd.  It  was  therefore 
thought  that  to  determine  the  fact 
and  amount  of  adulteration,  the  pro- 
portion  of  this  article  would  serve  as 
a  guide.  To  ascertain  the  truth  of 
this  supposition,  four  different  speci- 
mens of  n)ilk  said  to  be  pure,  and 
one  known  to  be  so,  were  treated 
with  vinegar,  with  the  aid  of  heat, 
and  the  curd  carefully  and  thorough- 
ly separated.  The  weight  of  this 
ingredient  was,  with  little  variation 
in  any  of  the  cases,  one  tenth  of  the 
whole  weight  of  milk  analysed.  To 
equal  quantities  of  pure  milk,  were 
then  added  certain  definite  propor- 
tions of  water  ;  the  analysis  was  re- 
peated with  these,  and  the  curd  ob- 
tained was  still  one  tenth  of  the  pure 
milk  contained  in  the  mixture.  The 
inference  then  was,  that  where  pure 
milk  has  been  weakened  by  water, 
the  amount  of  the  adulteration  can 
be  ascertained  by  very  simple  means, 
and  with  great  exactness. 

The  next  question  was,  how  to 
obtain,  from  milk  adulterated  with 
water,  the  quantity  of  sugar  which 
had  been  added  to  restore  its  taste. 
For  this  purpose,  the  last  experiment 
was  repeated,  after  having  added  to 


the  milk  and  water  a  small  quantity 
of  sugar.  The  amount  of  curd  ob- 
tained was  the  same  as  before.  The 
serum  or  whey  being  evaporated  to 
ihe  consistence  of  an  extract,  treated 
with  boiling  alcohol,  filtered,  and 
again  evaporated,  yielded  the  sugar 
which  had  been  added  in  a  separate 
state. 

It  then  remained  to  discover  ano- 
ther alteration  of  milk,  namely,  that 
which  resulted  from  the  emulsion  of 
almonds.  For  this  purpose,  equal 
parts  of  milk  and  emulsion  were 
mixed,  the  compound  liquid  coagu- 
lated, and  the  curd  carefully  remov- 
ed. Its  proportion  to  the  pure  milk 
was  a  little  more  than  one  tenth. 
Another  mixture  being  made  with 
one  part  of  milk  to  two  of  enjulsion, 
the  milk  furnished  one  tenth  of  its 
weight  in  curd. 

Finally,  a  mixture  resembling  the 
last,  to  which  a  small  quantity  of  su- 
gar had  been  added,  after  having  se- 
p^irated  the  serum  by  coagulation, 
was  evaporated  to  the  consistence 
of  an  extract.  By  tieating  this  ex- 
tract with  boiling  alcohol,  it  was 
found  that  the  saccharine  matter 
might  easily  be  removed. 

The  curd  obtained  from  the  mix- 
ture of  milk  and  emulsion  may  also 
be  distinguished  from  that  of  pure 
milk  by  the  following  circumstance  : 
— If  left  on  the  surface  of  white  pa«t 
per  fronj  one  to  two  days,  it  commu- 
nicates to  it  a  greasy  stain  ;  whereas 
the  curd  from  pure  milk  produces  do 
such  effect. 

The  ingenious  author  of  this  me- 
moir concludes  by  recommending  to 
the  consideration  of  the  public  au- 
thorities the  propriety  of  commis- 
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sioning  three  or  four  pharmaciens, 
for  the  different  quarters  of  the  city, 
with  authority  to  examine  the  liquids 
offered  for  sale  as  milk  whenever 
they   migiit  see  fit.    That  such  a 
system  of  inspection  would  there  be 
attended  with  good  effects,  is  by  no 
means  unlikely.    Here  we  should 
probably  find  few  pharmaciens  will- 
ing to  undertake  so  thankless  and 
serious  a  responsibility,  and  fewer 
laiteurs  willing  to  subrnit  to  it.  For- 
tunately, the  demand  for  such  a  sur- 
veillance with  us  is  very  small.  Our 
milk,  when  adulterated  at  all,  is  ge- 
nerally mingled  with  pure  pump  wa- 
ter;  and  the  mixture  is  neither  very 
injurious  to  the  health  in  its  effects, 
or  very  embarrassing  to  the  observer 
who  seeks  to  detect  its  composition. 
We  do  not  indeed  believe  that  this 
species  of  fraud  is  very  frequently 
practised,  even  on  the  poorest  class- 
es.   We  have  as  often  had  occasion 
to  observe  that  the  milk  furnished 
to  the  poor  was  of  excellent  appear- 
ance and  taste,  as  wo  have  to  suspect 
its  deficiency  ;  and  we  trust  the  good 
principles  of  our  milk-dealers  as  ef- 
fectually forbid  their  engaging  in  this 
nefarious   traffic,  as    their  general 
prosperity  and  success  place  them 
beyond  the  temptation. 


STRABISMUS. 

Dr.  Rossi,  of  Turin,  thinks  that  this 
defect  of  vision,  when  it  is  congeni- 
tal, is  owing  to  the  form  of  the  orbit, 
the  axis  of  which,  instead  of  being 
perpendicular  to  the  face,  forms  with 
it  an  acute  angle.  He  accounts, 
upon  this  theory,  for  the  fact,  that 
congenital  strabismus  is  often  spon- 
taneously cured  as  the  parts  increase 


by  growth  and  acquire  new  propor- 
tinns.  Dr.  R..  has  invented  a  kind 
of  glasses  which  he  thinks  calculated 
to  remedy  this  disease,  when  arising 
from  other  causes  than  the  one  just 
alluded  to.  The  glass  intended  for 
the  affected  eye  is  rendered  opaquo 
by  covering  it  with  a  black  pigment. 
Two  orifices  are  then  made  through 
it,  one  perpendicular  to  its  surfaces, 
and  the  other  crossing  and  bisecting 
the  first,  but  at  such  an  angle  that 
its  direction  is  parallel  to  the  usual 
axis  of  vision  of  the  distorted  eye. 
The  second  [)erforation  is  not  cylin- 
drical, but  diminishing  towards  the 
eyo,  and  enlarging  externally.  The 
glasses  are,  of  course,  plane.  The 
effect  of  this  arrangement  is  readily 
conceived.  Tlie  direct  perforation 
affords  a  sufficient  means  to  the  eyo 
of  seeing  objects  ia  front,  so  that  the 
utility  of  the  ergan  is  not  diminished. 
The  other  forms  a  tube  which,  en- 
larging and  becoming  lighter  toward 
its  external  part,  attracts  the  notice 
of  the  eye,  the  axis  of  which  is  thus 
directed  in  a  line  the  reverse  of  that 
of  its  usual  diseased  vision.  The 
effect  thus  produced  is  continued 
until  the  morbid  habit  is  overcome, 
and  the  eye  is  enabled  to  resume  its 
appropriate  functions. 


PROTRACTED  UTERO-GESTATION. 

Unequivocal  proofs  exist  that  the 
period  of  gestation  has  been  pro- 
longed for  several  weeks  beyond  the 
period  usually  assigned  to  it.  From 
the  many  cases  which  have  beea 
adduced  in  evidence  of  this,  we  se- 
lect the  two  following,  which  are  not 
so  remarkable  for  the  amount  of 
time  bj  which  the  period  was  ex- 
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ceeded,  as  for  having  been  accom- 
panied by  circumstances  which  de- 
termined exactly  the  time  of  impreg- 
nation. The  cases  are  taken  from 
the  minutes  of  a  meeting  of  the 
Westminster  Medical  Society,  re- 
ported in  the  London  Medical  Ga- 
zette. The  first  occurred  to  Profes- 
sor Desormeaux,  of  the  University 
of  Paris,  who  states  it  as  follows  : — 

A  lady,  the  mother  of  three 
children,  became  insane.  Her  phy- 
sician considered  that  childbearing 
might  have  a  beneficial  influence  on 
the  mental  disease,  and  permilled 
the  husband  to  visit  her,  but  under 
condition  that  it  should  be  only  once, 
and  at  the  distance  of  three  months, 
in  order  th;it,  if  conception  took 
place,  there  might  not  be  a  chance 
of  abortion,  from  the  circumstance 
of  any  further  intercourse.  The 
physician  and  attendants  made  an 
exact  note  of  the  time  when  the  hus- 
band was  permitted  to  visit  his  lady. 


When,  at  last,  symptoms  of  preg- 
nancy appeared,  the  visits  were  ab- 
solutely and  totally  discontinued. 
The  patient  was  necessarily  watch- 
ed by  the  female  attendants  required 
for  her  malady,  and  was,  moreover, 
a  lady  of  the  strictest  principles  of 
morality.  She  was  delivered,  at  the 
•termination  of  nine  solar  months  and 
a  fortnight,  of  a  small  child,  and 
Professor  Desorraeaux  delivered 
her. 

The  other  case,  which  is  related 
by  Dr.  Dewees,  is  as  follows  : — 

The  husband  of  a  lady  was 
obliged  to  absent  himself  from  her, 
in  consequence  of  embarrassment  in 
his  affairs.  He  returned  one  night 
clandestinely,  and  his  solitary  visit 
was  only  known  to  his  wife,  her  mo- 
ther, and  Dr.  Dewees.  The  conse- 
quence of  ti)is  visit  was  conception, 
and  the  lady  was  delivered  of  a 
healthy  child  in  nine  months  and 
thirteen  days  after  that  nocturnal 
visit. 
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USES  OF  THE  ERGOT  OF  RYE. 

It  is  somewhat  surprising  that  the 
faculty  in  Great  Britain  are  so  much 
behind  us  in  the  knowledge  and  ap- 
plication of  this  remedy.  They  are 
in  fact  just  beginning  to  find  out  its 
power  over  the  muscular  fibres  of 
the  uterus,  and  remain  still  in  uncer- 
tainty lespecting  the  proper  restric- 
tions under  which  it  should  be  used  ; 
. — an  uncertainty  which  has  long 
since  yielded,  among  physicians  in 
this  country,  to  definite  and  settled 
ideas  of  the  good  and  bad  effects  it 
is  capable  of  exerting  on  the  partu- 
rient uterus. — In  the  previous  peri- 


ods of  pregnancy,  and  in  certain 
diseased  actions  of  this  organ,  we 
want  much  more  practical  informa- 
tion. Under  certain  circumstances 
of  monorrhagia,  some  have  thought 
they  have  found  it  curative,  whilst 
otheis  extol  its  virtues  as  a  remedial 
agent  in  amenorrhoea.  In  uterine 
hemorrhage,  after  abortion  or  in  the 
latter  months  of  pregnancy,  some 
have  given  it  with  apparent  success, 
whilst,  in  the  hands  of  others,  it  has 
increased  the  discharge,  and  of  still 
others,  proved  wholly  inert.  Thus 
great  is  the  uncertainty  existing  eve- 
rywhere  respecting  the  entire  capa- 
bilities of  the  secale  cornutum.  We 
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conceive  however  that,  at  the  pre- 
sent day,  no  doubt  can  rest  on  the 
mind  of  any  prnciiiioner  in  this 
conntry,  that  ergot  is  an  invahiable 
and  perfectly  safe  accelerator  of  la- 
bor, when  the  presentation  is  natural, 
the  OS  uteri  fully  dilated,  the  parts 
soft  and  in  good  condition,  and  ihe 
comparative  dimensions  of  the  foetal 
head  and  the  subpubal  outlet  such 
as  to  promise  a  natural  passage,  but 
the  action  of  the  womb  is  tardy. 

Given  about  the  time  of  the  com- 
pletion of  labor,  it  will  in  all  cases 
effectually  promote  the  speedy  and 
entire  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  and 
with  great  certainty  prevent  undue 
uterine  hemorrhage.  So  well  are 
these  facts  established,  that  we  should 
consider  it  unpardonable  in  a  practi- 
tioner to  neglect  its  administration  to 
persons  who  have  previously  sutft;red 
frym  that  hitherto  ungovernable  and 
alarming  hemorrhage  which  immedi- 
ately precedes  or  follows  the  delivery 
of  the  sccundiiies.  Thus  used,  the  er- 
got has  never  done  harm. 

Given  to  a  female  in  labor,  pre- 
vious to  the  stage  above  specified, 
or  under  less  favorable  prospects  of 
a  natural  birth,  it  produces  continu- 
ous as  well  as  powerful  action  of  the 
uterus,  and  will,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  destroy  the  life  of  the  child, 
by  preventing  those  timely  intervals 
from  cranial  compression  which  na- 
ture has  so  wisely'provided. 

By  such  haste  in  its  administration, 
it  is  capable  of  endangering  the  life 
of  the  mother  as  well  as  her  child, 
by  the  effects  of  the  violence  done 
to  the  parts,  and,  if  the  walls  of  the 
womb  be  morbidly  attenuated,  by 
causing  their  laceration. 


Thus  far  we  may  consider  the 
practical  use  of  ergot  thoroughly  es- 
tablished and  permanently  limited  ; 
and  there  are  few  ways  of  filling  a 
page  in  any  medical  work  so  useless- 
ly as  in  recording  cases  in  which  these 
rules  have  been  illustrated  ; — a  kind 
of  illustration  sufficiently  needed,  it 
appears,  in  Europe,  to  find  a  place 
in  ahnost  every  journal  we  receive. 
An  ample  field  is  still  open,  howe- 
ver, in  the  purposes  before  alluded 
to,  and  it  becomes  the  faculty  to  set 
forth  their  experience  on  the  subjects 
mentioned,  with  freedom  and  ful- 
ness. For  ourselves,  we  doubt  much 
if  this  medicine  has  any  power  over 
the  unimpregnated  uterus,  if  indeed 
it  has  any  over  that  organ  at  all,  ex- 
cepting after  the  actual  commence- 
ment of  labor.  We  shall  be  happy, 
by  well  described  cases,  to  have 
these  doubts  dissipated ;  but  until 
such  cases  appear,  we  cannot  believe 
our  scepticism  groundless. 

If  it  be  true  that  a  medicine  which, 
at  ordinary  periods,  passes  through 
the  body  regardless,  as  it  were,  of 
this  single  organ,  does,  if  given  when 
this  organ  is  in  distinguished  action, 
produce  a  modifying  effect  on  that 
action, — if  the  influence  of  a  medi- 
cine is  drawn  to  this  part  by  its  acti- 
vit}',  it  becomes  an  inquiry,  whether 
there  are  not  other  articles  in  our  ma- 
teria medica  which  might,  at  such  a 
period,  expend  their  power  on  this 
acting  organ  ?  This  question  has 
never,  we  believe,  been  proposed  to 
the  profession,  and  we  have  scarcely 
a  hope  that  it  may  lead  to  any  prac- 
tical results.  It  may  not  be  amiss, 
however,  to  state  one  or  two  facts 
by  which  it  was  originally  suggested 
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to  our  own  mind. — Attending  on  a 
female  in  wliom  most  of  ilie  ordinary 
methods  of  indij<-incr  the  nterns  to 
exjjel  the  plicenta  proved  niinvail- 
ing,  and  desirrms  of  lestiru^  the  effi- 
cacy of  different  modes  of  practice, 
we  administered,  at  the  expiration  of 
two  dciys  fro.n  the  delivery  of  tlni 
child,  a  coinmon  dose  of  castor  oil, 
hoping  hy  its  cathartic  operation  to 
excite  the  uterine  efforts.  In  half 
an  hour  after  giving  the  dose,  and 
without  any  dejection  from  the  how- 
els,  the  womb  tot^k  on  a  vigorous  in- 
termittent action,  and  the  secundiues 
came  away  entire. 

A  few  weeks  after,  we  were  called 
to  Mrs.  B.,  in  labor.  The  pains 
were  frequent,  but  not  severe,  and 
had  continued  so  for  several  hours. 
Os  uteri  dilated  to  nearly  the  size  of 
a  dollar.  After  waiting  an  hour  with 
no  hope  of  immediate  delivery,  the 
patietit  was  left  with  the  usual  direc- 
tions. The  second  day  the  pains 
were  about  the  same,  and  at  11 
o'clock  on  the  third  day  no  altera- 
tion had  taken  place.  For  the  jiur- 
pose  of  stimul^itino;'  the  bowels,  a 
spoonful  of  castor  oil  was  ordered  in 
a  little  molasses,  and  the  patient  was 
again  left.  In  about  half  an  hour, 
without  any  operation  from  the  oil, 
the  pains  became  suddeiily  more 
powerful  and  expulsive,  but  not  con- 
tinuous, and  the  child  was  born  a 
little  past  12,  before  we  could  reach 
the  house. 

The  idea  that  in  these  cases  the 
oil  might  have  been  the  instrument 
of  the  changes  described,  cotdd  not 
but  have  glanced  across  the  mind, 
and  a  few  days  after,  meeting  with  a 
caso  lingering  like  the  last,  it  was 


administered  as  before  ;  and  it  so 
happened,  that  in  half  an  hour  after- 
wards the  pains  became  severe.  We 
were  sent  f)r  in  haste,  and  reached 
the  f)atient  just  in  time  to  receive 
the  infmt. 

These  coincidences  are  related  as 
an  apology  for  suggesting  the  ques- 
tion above  mentioned,  and  not  as 
evidence  that  the  affirmative  of  that 
question  may  be  maintained.  It  is 
certaiidy  a  subject  worthy  of  investi- 
gation, wiieiher  there  is  not  in  nature 
some  article  capable  of  invigorating 
the  contractions  of  the  uterus,  and 
which  does  not,  at  the  same  time, 
render  these  contractions  continuous. 


THE  SIAMESE  AND  SIR  ASTLEY. 

The  following  is  part  of  the  account 
given  by  Dr.  Reece  of  the  visit  paid 
to  these  twins  by  the  great  Lion  of 
British  Surgery,  and  other  distin- 
guished members  of  the  Faculty. 

The  exhibition  in  a  short  time 
filled  our  mind  with  subjects  for  phi- 
losophical reflection  ;  but  our  atten- 
tion was  soon  diverted  from  it  by  the 
most  amusing  (often  ludicrous)  ques- 
tions and  (observations  of  the  p"iiysi- 
ciansand  metaphysicians, who th(jught 
theujselves  entiiled  to  take  a  lead  in 
the  investigation.  Some  really  sup- 
posed, that  although  each  has  a  brain, 
there  is  oidy  one  sensorium  ; — that 
there  is  a  vascular  connection  be- 
tween the  two  hearts  by  means  of  the 
band  ; — that  nutrition  is  conveyed 
from  one  to  the  other,  and  conse- 
quently that  it  is  only  necessary  for 
one  to  take  food.  Some  were  of 
opinion  that  a  division  of  the  cord  in 
the  centre  would  be  attended  with 
no  risk  ;  while  others  considered  the 
band  in  the  light  of  an  umbilical 
hernia,  and  consequently  that  a  divi- 
sion would  necessarily  prove  fatal. 

When  Sir  Astley  Cooper  entered 
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the  room,  all  crowded  around  him 
on  tiptoe  to  hear  his  opinion.  Sir 
Astltty,  after  caroriilly  ex;imiiiin^  the 
band,  observed    that    it  consisied 
chiefly    of     cartihige     and  skin. 
Mr.  Thomas,  the  President  of  ihe 
College,  with  a    significant  smile, 
emphatically  observed,  "  I  am  sure, 
Sir  Aslley,  you  would  not  hesitate  to 
divide  tl>e  band."     Sir  Astley  smil- 
ingly replied,  "  Indeed  1  do  not  say 
that  : — the  partnership  seems  to  be 
going  on  prosperously,  and  a  dissolu- 
tion  of  it  would  [)rove  ruinous  to 
their  trade."     After  Sir  Astley  had 
acted  his  part,  Sir  Henry  Hultord,* 
th(!  President  of  the  Ct»llege,  advcinc- 
ed  to  look  at  the  band  ;  but  not  one 
person  attended  him,  or  seemed  de- 
sirous to  hear  his  opinion.   The  only 
physiological  observation   he  njade 
was,  that  he  thought  his  Majesty 
would  like  to  see  them  !     Sir  An- 
thony Carlisle  gave  his  opinion  that 
the  membrane  lining  the  abd<>n»«n 
(peritoneum)  extends    through  the 
band,  and  therefore  a  division  of  it 
would  endanger  life.     Dr.  Haslam 
seemed  to  contemplate   their  phy- 
siognomical and  ()lirenological  cha- 
racters, and  expressed  regret  that  he 
could    not   ascertain    their  menial 
powers  by  conversation,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  being  unacquainted 
either  with  thf  English,  Greek,  La- 
tin, or  the  Hebrew  language.  All 
seemed  to  view    the  [jliononienon 
wiih   astonishment.      The  pleasing 
docility, — strong  attaclunent  to  each 
other, — and  the  power  of  observation 

*  Sir  Henry  is  Physician  to  the  King. 


they  evinced  on  examining  the  fur- 
niture &c.  of  the  rf)()m,  and  the  de- 
Ii^tIu  they  seemed  to  experience  in 
answering  interrogatories,  gave  such 
general  SHtisfaclion,  that  all  seenied 
to  feel  a  great  interest  in  their  wel- 
fare. 


IODINE  IN  DROPSY. 

The  effect  of  this  new  medicine  on  the 
absorbents  has  been  recently  demon- 
strated by  its  agency  in  restoring  to 
heidih  a  patient  hiboring  under  ovari- 
an dropsy.  Th(^  exis'.ence  of  the  dis- 
ease was  proved  by  the  previoiis  eva- 
cuation, by  paracentesis,  of  seven 
quarts  of  albuminous  and  purulent  flu- 
id. The  tincture  of  iodine  was  then 
given,  to  the  extent  of  thirty-six 
drops  three  times  a  day.  The  tu- 
mefaction rapidly  subsided,  and  the 
patient  was  thorf)Ughly  cured. — This 
case  is  reported  by  Dr.  Thompson, 
of  London,  and  the  disease  was  of 
throe  years  standing. — We  have 
giv<M)  this  tincture  to  a  boy,  in  doses 
ol  120  drops  a  day  for  several  weeks, 
with  no  other  effect  than  a  gradual 
amendment  of  the  general  health, 
and  a  progressive  healing  of  the 
scrofulous  ulcers,  for  the  cure  of 
which  it  was  prescribed. 


Death  of  Dr.  Armstrong. — This 
distinguished  lecturer  and  medical 
author  recently  died  at  his  residence 
in  London.  Thus  has  he  been  ar- 
rested in  the  prime  of  life,  and  in 
the  midst  of  the  most  successful 
professional  career. 
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Date.  I  Sex.  |Aee  | 


Disease. 


18  mo 
2yrs 

^2 
4  mo 

70  yrs 

54 

45 

26 
3 

29 

!43 


lung  fever 
consumption 
old  age 
iung  fiever 
old  age 

liver  complaint 
intemperance 
apoplexy 
lung  fever 
unknown 
do. 

Males,  11, 


Date.  |f?ex.  |  Age.| 


Disease. 


JM. 

4  yrs 

dropsy  in  the  head 

F. 

27 

childbed 

F. 

18 

consumption 

26. 

F. 

2 

measles 

27. 

F. 

3 

unknown 

M. 

42 

disease  of  the  stomach 

M. 

56 

consumption 

F. 

35 

do. 

F. 

3  w 

infantile 

28. 

M. 

13  mo 

dropsy  on  the  brain 

29. 

M. 

34  yrs 

consumption 

-Females,  11.    Total,  22. 
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NEW  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

JUST  published,  and  for  sale,  by  CAR- 
Tt:R  &  HENDEE,— Malaria;  aa 
Kssay  on  the  Proddction  and  Propag-ation 
of  this  Poison.  By  John  McCulloch. 
M.D.  F.R.S.,  &c.  &c. 

An  Essay  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Inter- 
nal Ear.  By  I.  A.  Saissy,  M.D.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French,  by  Nathan  R. 
Smith,  iVl.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
University  of  Maryland  ;  with  a  Supple- 
ment on  Diseases  of  the  External  Ear,  by 
the  Translator. 

Observations  on  the  Utility  and  Admi- 
nistration of  Purgative  Medicines,  in  seve- 
ral Diseases.  By  Jamks  Haiviilton,  M. 
D.,  Fellovir  of  the  P»,oyal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, Szc.  Szc.  From  the  Fifth  Edin- 
burgh Edition. 

A  Treatise  on  Pathological  Anatomy. 
By  William E.  FIorner,  M.D.,  Adjunct 
Professor  of  Anatomy  in  tLe  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Surgeon  at  the  Infirmary 
of  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse,  Member 
of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
&c. 

Elements  of  Operative  Surgery.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French  of  A.  Ta  vernier. 
Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the  Faculty  of  Pa- 
ris, &c.,  with  copious  Notes  and  Addi- 
tions.   By  S.  D.  Gross,  M.D. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Nature,  Cause  and 
Treatment  of  Contagious  Typhus.  From 
the  German  of  J.  Val  I)e  Hildenbrand, 
Imperial  and  Royal  Counsellor,  Professor 
of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vienna,  &c.  &;c.  By  S.  D.  Gross, 
M.D. 

An  Essay  on  the  Morbid  Sensibility  of 
the  Stomach  and  Bowels.  By  James 
Johnson,  M.D. 

Examinations  in  Anatomy,  Physiology, 
Practice  of  Physic,  Surgery,  Chemistry, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Pharmacy.  For 
the  Use  of  Stu-dents.  By  Robert  Hoop- 
er, M.D.  Dec.  22. 


MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE. 

THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  at 
BOWDOIN  COLLEGE  will  com- 
mence on  TUESDAY,  February  23,  1830, 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John 

Delamatter,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  J.  D,  Wells, 
M.D. 

Misdwifery,  by  James  McKeen,  M.D. 


Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  P. 
Cleaveland,  M.D. 

The  Anatomical  Cabinet  is  exten- 
sive, and  very  valuable. 

The  Library,  already  one  of  the  best 
Medical  Libraries  in  the  United  States, 
continues  to  be  every  year  enriched  by 
New  Works,  both  foreign  and  domestic. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of 
this  Institution,  is  required  to  present  sa- 
tisfactory evidence  that  he  possesses  a 
good  moral  character. 
•  The  amount  of  fees  for  admission  to  all 
the  Lectures  is  $  60.  Graduating  fee, 
including  diploma,  $  10.  There  is  no 
matriculating  fee.  The  Lectures  continue 
three  months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of 
the  I^ecture  term  in  May,  and  at  the  fol- 
lowing Commencement  of  the  College  in 
September.  A  systematic  course  of  in- 
struction, embracing  Recitations  in  all 
the  branches  of  Medical  Science,  Demon- 
strations, and  Lectures,  will  be  given  by 
the  Professors,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  annual  courses  of  Lectures. 

Boarding  may  be  obtained  in  the  Com- 
mons Hall  at  a  very  reasonable  price. 

Brunswick^  Dec.  4,  1829. 

Dec.  15. — 4teop. 

DEWEES'  PRACTICE. 

JUST  published  and  for  sale  by  C  AR- 
TER Sz  HENDEE,  A  PRACTICE 
OF  PHYSIC,  comprising  most  of  the  Dis- 
eases not  treated  of  in  Diseases  of  Fe- 
males" and  "  Diseases  of  Children."  By 
William  B.  Dewees,  M.D.,  Adjunct  Pro- 
fessor of  Midwifery  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  etc.  etc. 

"  We  live  in  an  age  in  which  the  fear 
of  debility  causes  a  prodigal  use  of  stimu- 
lants ;  and  this  too  often  at  the  expense 
of  the  health  and  the  life  of  the  patient.^' 
— Broussais  Phleg  Chrov,  Vol.  2,  p.  82. 

"  Had  I  dared  to  bleed  freely,  and  es- 
pecially by  means  of  leeches,  the  patient 
might  have  been  saved ;  but  I  was  afraid 
of  debility.    But  who  is  to  blame 
Feb.  2. 

A?^  ENGRAVING, 

REPRESENTING  the  Perfect  and  Im- 
perfect Cow  Pox  and  the  Chicken 
Pox,  during  their  course,  by  J.  D.  Fisher, 
M.D.  This  day  published  and  for  sale 
by  CARTER  Sz  HENDEE,  cor.  of  Wash- 
ington and  School  sts.  Price  62  1-2  cts. 
Jan  26. 
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